T he Face of the Book, Unmasked, 


Ere, th' Univerſe in Natures Frame , 
Suſtain'd by Truth , and Wiſdomes hand , 
Does, by Opinions empty Name , 
And Ignorance, diſtracted ſtand : 
Who with ſtrong Cords of Yanity, conſpire, 
Tangling the Total! , with abſtruſe Deſire. 


But then the Noble Heart infir'd , 
With Rayes , divinely from above, 
Mounts (though with wings moiſt and bemir'd.) 
The great Gods glorious Light to prove, 
Slighting the World : yer ſelt renouncing, tries, 
That where God draws not, there ſhe finks, and dies, 


—o——_ --—— —_ 


I eo I W_ o—  —— HD" 


T he Face of the Book, Unmasked, 


Ere, th' Univerſe in Natures Frame , 
Suſtain'd by Truth , and Wiſdomes hand , 
Does, by Opinions empty Name , 
And Ignorance, diſtracted ſtand : 
Who with ſtrong Cords of Yanity, conſpire, 
Tangling the Total! , with abſtruſe Deſire. 


But then the Noble Heart infir'd , 
With Rayes , divinely from above, 
Mounts (though with wings moiſt and bemir'd.) 
The great Gods glorious Light to prove, 
Slighting the World : yer ſelt renouncing, tries, 
That where God draws not, there ſhe finks, and dies, 


—o——_ --—— —_ 


I eo I W_ o—  —— HD" 


mM 
ll 
Hl 


I 


7 
Oil 


Til 


Ui 


Iii 
Hil 


l 


ij 


ppl 


Wh 


Mmmm 
ANIL 
ll 


| 


| 


11 
| 
' 


AVIV 
I 


| ll 


[ 


ih 


11401110 


il 
il! 


THI 


TT 
111110 | 


| 


HINT 


27 woſeandVa | 


'= 


4 


4, tides KK 4, 


Widen: © & 


Us. 2. 


| 


RESOLVES: 


Divine, Moral, Polinical: 


THE NINTH IMPRESSION, 


With New and ſeveral other 


ADDITIONS 


BOTH IN 


PROSE ad VERSE 


Not Extant in the former Impreſſions. 


Owen Felltham Eſq; 


E't fic demulceo vitam. 


© O— 


LOND 0 N: 


Printed for 4. Seile, and are to be ſold by Allen Bancks and 


Charles Harper at the Flower-de-luce in Fleetftreet 
over againR Cliffords-Inn. M. DC. LXX. 


In ———— 


A 


| 


POT IR tt. A... _—_— "OY | _—_ 777 IS FO I. 
w—_ 


| 
| 
| 


| 


m—_— 


» 


MPR TITEELS 


| iAMoſt Flumbly Theſe 
TO THE 


RIGHT HONOR ABLE 
My moſt Honored Lady, the Lady * 


MARY. 
Counteſs Dowager of 7 HO MO AD. 


Let it pleaſe you (Madam) to believe, GG 

= I Hat it 13 not out of the opinion of 
any worth, that al or any of theſe 
enſuing, Pieces,can be capable of; 
but ont of the ſenſe'of Duty, that 
| they have here aſpired,to the Pa- 
tronage of your Name, ' and Dignity. Being 
(moſt of them) Compoſed under the Coverture of 
your Roof, andſo born Subjects mnder your Do-| 
[minon ;. It would have been the incurring of too 
apparent aPremunire, againſt Equity and Fu- 
|ice, tointitle any other, to their owning or Pro-| 
tection; or to ſet up any forein Power , to bel 
Supreme and Paramonnt, to that of your La-| 
diſhips, over them. 
| 2nd yet (Madam) y0u have further Prero- 
gative, whereby, withme, you may challenge a 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


higher Command; and that 1, your Native Inge- 
nuity, hich, with thoſe of your Acquaintance, 
ſo prevails upon their Fudgment and Efttmati- 
ons ; that you ſeemto have an Empire of Af - 
Hon, deſiin'd, to that vroacity of ſpirit, which 
renders your Converſation grateful to all that 
have the Honopr to know you. | 
T heſe, and many other Obligations, that are 
upon me to yonr Ladiſhip , with the"defire 1! 
have, to leave to Poſterity, ſome Memorial of 
my Thank fulneſs (though in it ſelf, aot worthy 
of youur Merit, or the World) have emboldned 
me intothis Dedication : and the humbly bes-. 
ging of your pardon, for the breaking out of this| 
Preſumption, in 5 | 


| (MADAM) 


and' moſt humble 


| | 

. ( | 
Your molt obedient, | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


'Servant, 


Oren ÞFeiirh an. 
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'To the R'taDes 


DBeazra He Reader may. pleaſe to be informed, That 
| TOHy the laccer:part of theſe Reſolyes , formerly 

$a) Printed 4s the firſt Century; the Aathor, 
TT} upon their peruſal, could not himſelf be (atis- 
ra fhcd withthem. Por, however all ſeem'd to 
2.15 2 paſs currant, and: did ariſe to ſeveral Im- 
preffions :: yet, being written When he was but Eighteen, they 
appear d' to himy to have too many young weaknefles , to be 
ſtill continued to the World :. though not for the Honelty 
yet, in the Compolure of them. 


If any ſhall alledge their general Acceptation. That, to 
him, #n0'prevailing Argument.,; for, ch? Multitude, though 
they be the moſt in..mumber, are the worſt and. moſt partial 
Judges: - 4nd that hath made him, in this Impreſhon, to give 
them a new Frame, and various Compolition ; by altering 
many, leaving out ſome, and adding of others new. That 
now, upon the matter, they quite are other things. And that 
they, and the reſt, Which ſhall be found in this Volume , are 
. [now Publiſhe, bath the ſame Reaſon Þhich at firſt was given. 
They were not written ſo much to pleaſe others, as to gratific 
and profit himſelf. Nor does be plead the importunity of 
Friends, for the Publication of them. If they be worthy of the 
common view, they need not that Apology : If they be not, 
be ſhould have but ſhow'd, that he had been abus'd , as well by 
his friends as himſelf. 
| Thetruth is, He hath not the vanity to expett from others, 


any great applaute:-He-hath- often us'd-ta.ſay, They..were 


not high enough ; nor yet ſo flat and low , as to be only fit for| 


written to the middle fort of people. For the wilelt, they are| 


£ 


| 
! . 


4} fools : 
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To the Reader. | 


[ 


fools : whoſoever pleaſeth only theſe , js miſerable. He writ, 
as did Lucilius, mention'd by the Orator , Scripta (ua, nec ab' 
PoRiſſimis, necab Indoftiſiimis, legi voluix. Too profound, 
or too ſhallow, be holds not proportionate to the Work. | 

Sure it is, the Invitation be had, to write and publiſh them, 
Þas not ſo much to pleaſe others, or to ſhew any thing he had, | 
could be capable f the name of Parts; but, to give the world. 
ſome account, how he ſpent his vacant hours : and that (by 
paſſing the Preſs, they becoming in a manner ULiquitaries) they | 
might every where be as Boundaries, to bold bim within the li- 
mits of Prudence, Honour, and Vertue. 

The Poems, the Chara&ter, and ſome of the Letters, he losks 
updt as ſports; that rather improve a:man by-preſerving him from 
worſe, than by bringing otherwiſeany conſiderable profit. 4s 
they were his own Recreations, fo he wiſhes they may: prove: to 
others. Other things are left to. themſelves, and all. to every. 
mans jult liberty, to approve: or diſlike as be pleeſes.. 4nd | 
bowever it be, the Author ſhall not much be' troubled'; ſince be 
believes, No man can lightly' bave aleſſer eſteem for them, than 
dwels with him that writ them: who yet will be beſt pleas'd, if 
any man by them ſhall find but any benefit, and admit him| 
(though but tacitely) in-the number of thoſe triends he prays 
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RESOLVES: 


Divine , Moral, Political. 


I. 
Of Sudden Proſperity. 


Qx<H Roſperity im the beginning of a great Action , many times 
Þ undocs a Mar in the end. Happineſs is the cauſe of 
miſchief. The fair chance of a treacherous Dye , ar firſt 
5 Hattcrs an improvident Gameſter, with his own hand, to 
X throw away his wealth to another. For while we expec# 
all things /aughing upen us, like thoſe we have paſs'd z we remit our 
care, = periſh by neg letting. \When a rich Crown has newly kils'd the 
Temples of a gladded Xing , where he findes all things in a golde# 
ſtream, and kneeling to him with auſpicious reverence ; he careleſly 
waves himiſelt in the ſwelling plenty : Layes his heart into pleaſures, 
and forgets the future; till rue {cizc him, before he can think it. | 
| Felicity cats up Circumſpettion , and when that gnard is wanting, 
we lic ſpread to the ſhot of general danger., How many have loft rhe| 
vittory of a Battel, with too much confidence in the good fortune, 
which they found at rhe beginning ? Surcly, *tis not good to be 
happy too Ges It many times «-dves a Noble Family , to have the| 
Eitarte fall ro the hands of an Heir in minoffty. Witty Children oft 
fail in their age, of what their ch1/dhood promiſed. This holds norrrue | 
in zexpporal things only, bur even in ſpiritual. Nothing flackens the| 
proceedings of a Chriſtian more, than the - 70o-early applauſe of thoſe 
that are groundedly Hoxeſt. This makes him think he now is far 
enough, and that he may reſt, and breath, and gaze. So he flides back, | 
for want of ffriving to go on with zzcreaſe. Good ſweceſs in the midit | 
of an ation, takes a man in a firm ſertledneſs : and though fer 


wards, In the end, it crowns his expectation ; and incowrages him ta] 
the like care in other things, that by it , he may finde the ſequel an=| 
ſwerable. Bur in the beginning, ir falls like much: 74/# as ſoon as 
the ſced is ſown : which does rather wafþ it away , than give it a| 
'moderate rooting. How many had ended beter , if they had not be- 
gun ſo well ? Pleaſure can undo a man atany rime, if yielded to. *Tis 
an inviting giz to catch the Foodcock-man in. Crefus-counſer d Cyria, 


the-event alter z yet cuſtom before, will: continue his care for after-], 


it he meant to hold the Zydians in a flavery, that he ſhould teach 
B 


them }_...... 


_— — 
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| RESOLVES. 


Cen. 1. |them to ing, and pley, and drink , and dance , and dally; ad that} 


WO VWNJ 


would do it without his endeavour. I remember Ovias Fable of the| 
Centoculated Argus , The Devil I compare to Mercury , his Pipe to 
pleaſure, Argus to Man, his hundred eyes to our care , his ſleeping to 
ſecurity, 1o to our ſoul, his transformation to the curſe- of God, The 
Moral is only this ; The Devi with pleaſure , pipes Man into ſecurity,| 
then ſteals away his ſoul, and leaves him to the wrath of Heaven, It] 
can ruine Anthony in the midſt of his Fortunes, it can ſpoil Hannibal 
after a long and glorious War : but to meet it at firſt, 1s the mo't dan-} 
ger ; it then being apreſt ro finde adiſ/ion ; though to meet and yield 
the worſt at laſt : becauſe there 1s not then a ze left for recovery. 
If the aftioz be of worth that I take in hand , neither thall an ill ac- 
cident diſcourage me, nor a good one make me careleſs : It it happen} 
ill, I will be the more circamſpett , by a heedful prevention to avoid| 
the like, in that which inſues. If it happen well , my fcar ſhall make| 
me warily 2j23lanr. I will ever ſuſpect the ſmoothed fiream tor deep-| 
eſs ;, till we come to the end. Deceit is gracious company, tor it al- 

wayes ſtudies to be fair and pleaſing : Bur then, like a 7hief, having | 
[train'd us from the Road, it robs us. Wherc all the benefit we have| 
left is this : that,if we have time to ſec how we werc cozened, we may 

have ſo much. happineſs, as to aye repenting. | 


RX | IT. 
| | Of Reſolution. 


t 


AV a..ckein of ruffled filk is the uncompoſed Man ? Every 
; ring par bur offers to cven him: , intangles him more, 


as if, while you;unbend him one way, he warpeth worſe the other. 
He cannot but ,meet with warzety of occaſions, and every one of 
theſe, intwine hz in a deeper trouble. His wayes arc /frew'd with 
bryers, and he "buſſles himſelf into his own confuſion. Like a 
Partridge in the net, he masks himſelf the more, by the anger of his| 
tering wing. Certainly , a good Reſolution is the molt fortifying 
[Armour that a diſcreet man can wear, That , can defend him againit 
all the unwelcome ſhuffles that the poor rude world puts on him. 
Withour this, like hot Iron, he hiſſes at every drop that findes him. 
With this, he can be a Servant , as well as a Lord; and have the | 
ame inward. pleaſartneſs; in the quakes and ſhakes of Fortune , that 
e carries in her ſofteſt ſmiles. 1 confeſs, biting Penury has too 
ſtrong talons for mud-wall'd Man to graſp: withal. Nature is im- 
portunate for eceſſities : and will try all the Engines of her' wit, 
and power, rather than ſuffer her own deſtrwtjon. : Bur where ſhe 
hath ſo.much as ſhe may hve : Reſolution is the only Marſhal that} 
can keep her” in a decent order. That which puts the looſe woven 
minae to a. whirling tempeſt, is by the Reſolute, ſeen , ſlighted, 
: with as much honour , more quiet , more. ſafety. The | 
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world has nothing in it worthy a man's ſeriow anger. The beſt way 
to periſh adiſcontentments, 1s either not to ſee them,” or convert them 
to a dimpling mirth. How cndleſs will be the quarrels of a cho- 


lerick man, and the contentments of him, that is reſobved to turn indig- 


experience and collected Judgment can make a man do this : but 
when he has brought himſelf unto it , how infinite ſhall he finde his 
caſe : It was Xantippe's obſervation , that ſhe ever found Socrates 
Ircturn with the ſame countenance that he went abroad withal. Zacar 
can tell] us, 


Fortunaque perdat 
Oppoſita wirtute, minas. 


All Fortunes threats be loſt, 
Where Vertue does oppole. 


I wiſh no mn fo fpiritleſs, asto let all abuſes preſs the dulneſs 
of 2 willing ſhoulder : bur I wiſh him an able aiſcretion , ro diſcern 
which are fit to be ſtirred in, and thoſe to proſecute for no other end, 
but to ſhew the jury was more to vertue , and dear natures juſtice, 
than to himſelf. Every man ſhould be Equities Champion : becauſe 
it is that eternal pillar , whereon the World # founded, In high and 
mountair'd Fortunes reſolution is neceſlary , to inſafe us from the 
| thefts and wyles of proſperity : which ſteal us away, not only from 
| our ſehves, but vertue : and for the moſt part, like a /org peace, 
ſoftly delivers us into 'impoveriſhing war. In the wane of Fortune, 
Reſolution is likewiſe neceſſary, to guard us fram the diſcontents 
that uſually aſſai/ the poor dejefFed man, For all the world will 
[bear the az whom Fortune buffets. And unleſs by this , he can 
turn off thc blows, he ſhall be ſure to: fee/ the greateſt burthen, in 
his own ſad minde. A wiſe man makes a trouble F{ſs, by Fortitude : 
but to-2 foe), *ris heavier by his fooprng to'r. I would fain bring my 
[elf to that paſs, that I might not make »y happineſs depend on 
anothcrs judocment, But as I would never do any thing eftly : 
ſo I would never fear the immaterial winde of cenſure , when it is 
done. He that ſteers by that gale, is ever in danger of wrack. 
Honeſty is a warrant of far more ſafety than Fame. 1 will never be 
aſbamid of that which bears her ſeal: As knowing *tis only Pride's 
being in faſhion , that hath put honefl Humility out of countenante. 
As for the crackers of the brain, and torngue-ſquibs , they will dre 
alone, if I ſhall not revive them, The beſt way to have them forgor- 
zen by others, is firſt to forger them my ſelf. This will keep my ſelf 
in quiet, and by a xoble not-caring, arrow the intenders boſom : who 
will ever fret moſt, when he findes his defigns moſt fruſtrate. Yer, 
in all theſe, I will ſomething reſpe& cuſtom, becauſe ſhe is magnified 
in thatwor/d, wherein I am one. But when ſhe parts from juſt ree- 


rities into things to make ſport withal > *Tis ſure , nothing bur| 


ſer, I ſhall rather diPÞleaſe her by parting ; than offend' in her coms- 
F | =... fan ). 
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pary. I would have all men ct up thcir zeft, tor all things thar this 
world can yield : Yet fo, as they bnild upon a ſurer foundation than 
themſelves : otherwiſe, that which ſhould have been their foundation,| 
will ſurcly croſs them ; and that is, G OD. | 
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A Friend and Enemy, wben moſt dangerous, 


| Will take heed both of a ſpeedy Friend, and. a Now Enemy. Love| 
8 15 never /a/tzzg, that flames betore it burns. And Hate , like wet- 
Jred Corals, throws a ficrcer heat, when fire gets the Maſtery. As the 
firſt may guickly fail ; ſo the latter will hardh be altered. Earlyf 
fruits rot ſoon; As quick wits have ſeldome ſound judzements,| 
which ſhould make them continue : ſo friezd(hip kindted ſuddenly, 
is rarely found with the durability of affetion. Enduring Love is eve 
built on Yirtue.; which no mancan ſec in another at once. He that 
fixeth upon her, ſhall finde a beanty that will cvery day take him| 
with fome new grace or other. 'I like that Love , which by a ſoft 
afcenſion, does degree it felt in the ſoul. As for an Enemy that is lons 
2 making ; hc is much the worſe , for bcing ill no ſooner. I count 
him as the 4c0xs of a wiſe State , which being long in reſolving, arc | 
in their execution; ſudden, and ftriking home. He hates not but with 
cauſe, that is unwilling to hate at all. It I muſt have both, give me ra- 
ther a friend on fat, and an enemy on horſeback. 1 may per{wade the 
one to ſtay, while the other may be galloping from me, | 


— —— 
— — — —— 


IV. 


Of the ends of Yertue and Vice. | 
| | 


Vai and Yice never differ ſo much, as in the end; at leaſt, 
'Y their dferexce is never ſo much upon the view, as then, 
And this, I think, is our reaſon, why ſo many juin are ſeduced 


in purſuit of ill. They imagine not their laſt At will be Tragical, | 
becauſe their former Scenes have all been Comedy. The end is fo 
fat off, that they ſee not thoſe ſtabbing ſhames, that await them in a 
killing. ambuſh, If it were neater , yet their own dim fight would 
leave them «diſcovered. And the ſame thing that incourageth ice, 
diſcourageth Yertue. For, by her rugged way , and the reſiſtance that | 
the findes in her paſſage : ſhe is oft perſwaded to ſtep into Yice's path : | 
which while ſhe findeth ſ:o0zh, (he never perceiverh ſlippery. Vice's| 
Road is paved with ce 5 Inviting by the eze, but ripping up the heel, 
to:the hazzard of a wound, or drowning. Whereas Yertne's is like | 
the paſſage of Hannibal over the Alps, a work of a tyring toyl of in- 
fanite danger. But once performed, 1t lets him into the Worl 5 garden,ſ 


traly': and withal, leaves him a fame as laſting , as thoſe — 


_ 
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did Conquer, with his molt uſed weapon of war , Vinegar. Doubt- 


Irides triumphant. VWhen like a Phebean Champion , (he hath routed 
the Army of her exemies , flatted their froxgeſt Forts , brought the 
mig htieſt of her Foes in a chained ſubjettion , to humout the worzo#s 
of her thronged Chariot, and be the gaze of the abuſive world. Tice, 
at beſt, is bur a diſeaſed Harlot : all whoſe commendation is, that ſhe is 
painted, | , 
Sed locum wvirtus habet inter aſtra, 

vere dum flores venient tepenti, 

Et coman. filvis hiemes recident, 

Vel coman ſiluis revocabit eſtas. 

Pomaque Autummno fugiente cedent, 

Nulla te terris rapiet vetuſtas. 

Tu Comes Phebo, comes ihis aftris. 


But Yerts's thron'd among the Stars, 

And while the Spring warms th'infant bug, 
Or Winter balds the ſhag-hair'd wood : 
While Summer gives new locks to all, 
And fruits full ripe in Autumn fall, 

Thou ſhalt remain, and ſtill ſhalt be, 

For Stars, for Phabus, company, 


Is a rapture of the lofty Tragedian. Her preſence is a dignjty , which 
_—_ the beholder wich endudiay ll x 2M _— of her Atth- 
ons, begets admiration in others , and that admiration both infuſeth 
a joy in her, and inflames her magnanimity more: The good honour 
her, for the /ove of the /ike , that they finde in themſelves. The bad, 


an cfte of baſe Yice) now Hoes before the 470m, and commands 
their b4ſer hearts to ſilence. 
a Painters Devil is vice, cither in her bared skin, or her own enſordjd 


rags ! Her own guilt,and the dereſtation which ſhe findes from others, 


and that which moſt of all doth gall her, is, thar ſhe findes their 
| flames are inextinguiſhable, Outwardly, ſometimes ſhe may appear 
like Yertwe : For all the ſeveral Femmes in Yertae, Vice hath counter- 
teit fones, wherewith ſhe gulls the /gz07apt. But there be rwo mains 
reaſons which ſhall make me Yertues Lover : for her i#fide, for her 
end, And for the ſame reaſons will I hate Yice. If I finde there be a/ 
difference in their wayesz, I will yet think of them, as of the two 
ſons in the Goſpel , whereof Yertue ſaid he would not go to the Yie- 
yard, yet did; And Vice, thoughhe promiſed to go, defifted. | 


leſs the world hath nothing ſo glorious as Yertue : as Yertue when (he! 


though they repine i»wardly, yet ſhame (which is for the moſt pare| 


n the other fide, what a Monſter, whar| 


ſer up two great Hells in her one little, narrow heart ; Horror, Shame , | 
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{ſhoreleſs exceſs. Another , him that ſeparates from onr Di-| 
| vine Aſſemblies. Another, him that in ſome rexerts only is peculiar. 
| Another, him that will not ſwear. Abſolurcly to define him, is a 


{zed life of Mar. Yet if Zaertins reports him rightly , Plato deſerves} 
{in nothing more, than in a chearful heart, carciul to perform him ſer- 


| weeping, not of his laughter : yet we ſce, he graceth a Feaſt withhis| 
J-reeting could paſs without the noiſe of /aughter ? What a lump of. 


{rhe Precept will hold good ſtill : Be merry, but fin ot. As there be | 
| many, rhatin their life aſſume too great a Ziberty; ſo I believe there 
(are ſomie, that abridge themſelves of what they might lawfully uſe, 
| 9-45 is an ill Steward, to provide for cither Soul, or Body, Aman} 
jt 

{moderate zelaxatioz, and in all, labours to approve himſcl\, in the ſe- 


V. 
Of Puritans. 


Finde many that arc called Paritans ; yet ſew, or none that will| 
I own the ame. Whereot the reaſon {ure is this, that 'ris for the 
moſt part held a' ame of infamy , and is ſonew , that it hath ſcarccly 
yet obtain'd a definition: nor 1s it an appellation derived trom one 
mans name, whoſe Texents we. may finde digeſted into a Volume : 
whereby we do much crre 1n the applicatior. It imports a kinde of! 
excellency above another ; which ax (bcing conſcious of his own} 
frail bendings) is aſhamed to alume to himſelf. So that I believe] 
there are men which would be Puritans : but indeed not any that are. 
One will have him one that lives religiouſly, and will not revel it in a} 


work, I think of Difficalty; ſome I know that rejoycec in the zame ;} 
bur ſure they be ſuch, as leaſt anderſtand ir. As he is more generally} 
intheſe times taken, I ſuppoſe we may call him a Church-Rebel, or one} 
that would exclude order, that his brai» might rule. To decline of-} 
fences ; to be careful and conſcionable in our ſeveral ations, is a Pu- 
rity, that every man ought to labour for , which we may well do, 
without a ſullen Fearegation from all ſociety. 1f there be any Privi- 

dees, they arc ſurcly granted to the Children of the Xizg ; which 
are thoſe that are the Children of Heaven, If mirth and recreations 
be lawful, ſure fucha one may lawiully uſc it. If 7ize were given 
ro chearthe heart, why ſhould I fear to uſe it tor that end > Surely, 
the merry ſoul is freer from intonded m7ſchief than the rhoughtful man. 
A bounded mirth, is a Pattent adding time and happineſs to the cra- 


a Cenſure for allowing drunkenneſs at Feſtivals ; Lecaule, ſayes he, 45 
then, the Gods themſclves reach wines to preſent Mer. God gclights 


vice. What Parert is it, that rejoyceth not to fcc his Childe plea- 
fant, in the limits of a filial duty? I know, we: read of Chriſts} 


Miracle ; and that a Feaſt of joy : And can we think that ſuch a 


quickened care 1s the melancholick man ? Change anger into mirth, and | 


at ſubmits to revercnt Order, that ſometimes vnbends himſalt in a 


reneneſs of a healthful Conſcience : ſuch a Puritane I will love immu- 
tably. But when a man, in things but ceremonial, (hall ſpurn at thc 
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grave Authority of the Church, and out of a needleſs nicety, be a 
Thief to himſclt, of thoſe benefits which G OD hath allowed him : 
or out of a blinde and uncharitable Pride, cenſure, and ſcorn others, 


as reprobates : or out of obſtinacy, fill the World with'brawls, about 


undeterminable tenents : 1 (hall think him one of thoſe, whoſe op:nior 
hath ſevered his zeal to madnefs and diſtrattion. 1 have mowkbk in 
one Solomor, than in a thouſand Dutch Parlours of ſuch Opinioniſts. 
Behold thenz whatT have ſcen good 1 Thar it is.comely ro cat , and 
to drink, and to take pleaſure in all his labour wherein he travelleth 
under the $4, the whole number of the dayes of his life , which 
GOD giveth him. For, this is his Portion. Nay; there us no profit to 
Man, but that he eat, and drink, and delight his ſoul with the profit of 

is labour. For, he that ſaw other things but vanity , ſaw this alſo, 
that it was the hard of God. Methinks the reading of Eccleſiaſtes ſhould 
make a Puritan undreſs his brain, and lay off all thoſe Phanatick toyes 


nor withal, more Sceleftick willanies. For, when _ are once elated 
with that pride, they ſo contemn others , that they infringe the Laws of 
all humane ſociety. | 


"0 


VI. 
Of Arrogancy: 


om yet found Prideina noble natare.: nor Humility in an unwor- 
thy minde. It may ſeem ſtrange to an inconfiderate eye, that ſuch 
a poor violet Yertue, ſhould ever dwell with Honowr: and that ſuch 
an aſpiring fume as Pride is, ſhould ever ſojourn with a conſtant baſe- 
neſs, *Tis ſure, we ſeldom finde it, bur in ſuch, as being conſcious of 
their own deficiency, think there.is no way to get Honowr, but by a bold 
aſluming ir. As it, rather than want fame, they would with a rude aſ- 
ſault, deflowre her : which indeed, is the way to loſe it. Homour, like 
a noble Virgin, will never agrce to grace the man that raviſberh. It 
ſhe be not won by courteſie, the will never love truly. To offer wiolence 
to ſo choiſe a beauty, is the way to be contemrn'd , and loſe, *Tis he 
that has nothingelſe to commend him , which would invade mens 


Witneſs Clowns, Fools, and Fellows that from nothing are 
few ſteps upon Fortunes Ladder : where, ſeeing the glorious repre- 
ſentment of Hozonr, above; they are fo pron, . of imbracing , that 
they ſtrive to leap thither at once : ſo by overreaching themſelves in 
the way, they fail of the exd, and fall. And all this happineſs, ci- 
ther for want of Education, which ſhould ſeaſon their mindes with the 


that gingle about his #»derſtanding. For my own part, 1 thinkthe| 
World hathnot better men, than ſome, that ſuffer under that name q # 


good opinions, by a misbecoming-ſawcineſs. If you ſearch for high and} 
{trained carriages, you ſhall for the moſt part, meet withthemin /ow} 
men. Arrogance, is a weed, that ever grows in a dunghil. *Tis from | 
the rankneſs of that ſoil, that ſhe hath her height and ! ary-|a 
ifted ſome | 
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[4 God unto him : which may both give him &/eſz25,, and protect 


generous precepts of Morality; or , which is more powerful , Ex- 
apple : or elſe, for lack of a diſcerning Fudewment, which will tell 
them, that the beſt way thither, is to go about, by humility and de- 
ſert. Otherwiſe , the Kiver ot Contempt runs betwixt them and it :| 
and if they go not by theſe paſlages , rhey mult of neceffity either 
ters back with ſhame, or ſuficr in tne deſperate vexture. Ot Trees, 1 
obſerve, GOD hath choſcn the YVize, a low plant, that creeps upon}, 
che helpful wall: Of all Zeaſs, the ſoft and paricat Lamb ; Ot all 
Fowls the milde and gall-lcſs Dove. CHRIST is the Roſe of the 
Ficld, and the Lilly of the Valley. When GOD appeared to Moſes ;1 
it was not inthe lofty Cedar, nor the ſturdy Oake, nor the ſpreading 
Plane ; but in : Poſh, an humble , ſlender, abje& ſhrub. As it he 
would by theſe eleftions, check the conccited arrogance of Maz.| 
Nothing procureth Love, like Humility : nothing Hate , like ' Pride. 
The proud man walks among aaggers, pointcd againſt him : whereas 
the humble and the affable, have the people tor their guard in dangers. 
Tobe humble to our Superonrs, is duty; to our Equals, conrtefic ;, to 
our izferionrs, nobleneſs. Which tor all her lowreſs, carrics ſuch a 
ſway, that ſhe may command their ſouls. Bur, we muſt take heed, 
we expreſs it not in unworthy 40s. For then leaving Yerrue , it 
;alls into diſdazned baſeneſs : which is the undoubtable badge of ore, 
that will betray Society. So fat as a man , both in words and deeds,| 
may be free from flattery, and unmanly cowardiſe ; he may be humble} 
with commendation. But ſurcly, no circumſtance can make the expreſ- 
flon of pride laudable. It cver it be, *ris when it meets with audaciors| 
pride, and conquers. Of this good it may then be author, rhat the af- 
fronting map, by his own folly, may learn the way, to his duty, and 
wit. Yetthis I cannot ſo well call Pride , as an emulation of the Divine 
Juſtice ; which will alwaycs vindicate it felt upon preſumpruors ones : 
and is indeed ſaid to fight againl{t no ſiz, but Prize. 


oY 11, 
Of Reward and Service. 
W/' it lights upon a worthy natnre, there is nothing procures 
a more faithtul ſervice, than the Maſters liberality : nor is 
there any thing makes zhat appear morc, than a zre fidelity, They 
are each of other, alternate parents ; begetting and begotten, Cer- 
tainly, if theſe were practiſed, great men need not ſo o'ten change| 
their Followers : nor would the Patrons be abandoncd by their old At- 
rendants. Rewards arc not given, but paid, to Servants that be good 
and wiſe. Nor ought that blood to be accounted Loft , which is out- 
letted for a noble Maſter. worth will never fail to give Deſert her 
bayes. A liberal Maſter , that loves his Servant well, is in ſome ſort 


him from daxger, And bclicve it , on the other fide , a diligent and 
diſcreet Servant, is one of the beſt friends that a man can, be blcſi 


with- 
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withal. He can do whatſoever a Friend may : and will be comman- 
ded with lefler hazzard of loſing. Nay, he may in a kinde, challenge 
a glory above his Maſter : tor, though it be harder to play a Kings 
part well, than tis to at a Swbjetts ; yet natures inclination is much 
more bent to 7wle than to obey: ſervice being a condition , which is 
not found in any Creatures of one kinde , but 24a. Now, if the 
Queſtion be, when men meet in theſe relations , who ſnall the firſt 
begin 2 The ot will ſurely fall upon the ſervazt: for he is tycd in 
duty to be diligent ;, and that cver bindes without exception. The 
Lord is tyed but by his honour : which is voluntary , and not com- 
pulſive ; Liberality being a free adjeQion, and nota zyein his bargain. 


companion : but *tis alwayes fit for a ſervant to pay him the reverence 
dueto a Maſter. Pride becomes neither the commander nor the com- 
manded, Every family is but a ſeveral plume of Feathers : the mean- 
eſt is of the ſelt-ſame ſtuff, only he that made the plume, was plea- 
ſedto ſer the Lordhigheſt, The power of commanding is rather po- 
litical, than from equal nature. The ſervice of man, to man, followed 
not the Creation, but the fall of max: and till Noah curs'd his Sor, 


'Tis good ſometimes for a Lord to uſe 4 ſervant like a friend, like a | 


the name of ſerrart is not read in Scripture. Since , thereis no abſo- 
ſolute freedoms to be found below , even Kings are but more ſplendid 
ſervants, for the common body, There is a mutuality between the 
Lord and Vaſſals. The Lord ſerves them of xeceſſaries, and they him, 
in his pleaſures and conveniences, Vertue is the truclt /berty : nor is 
he free, that ſtoops to paſſhons: nor he in bondage , that ſerves a noble 
Maſter. When Demonax ſaw one crucl in the beating of a Servant : 
Fie (ſayes he) forbear ; leſt by the world, your ſelf be taken for the ſer- 
vant. And if we have any faith in (laudian, we may believe, that 
Fallitur, egregio quiſquis ſub Principe credit 

Servitium : nunquam libertas gratior extat 

| Quam ſub Rege p10. 
He knows no bondage, whom a good King ſwayes z 
For freedoms never (hines with clearer rayes, 

Than when brave Princes Reign, 


Imperiouſneſs turns that ſervant into a ſlave ; which moderation makes 
as an humble-ſpeaking Friend. Seneca begins an Epiſtle with rejoy- 
cing, that his friend lived familiar with his Servant. Neither can 
have comfort , where both are ancommunicable, 1 confeſs , the like 


modeſt, makes a fool unmannerly. Tis the ſawey ſervant that caules 


more tolerablein a Maſter. The other is a prepoſterouſneſs, which $0- 
lomon (aw the earth did groan for. Hadrian ſent his inferiour Servant 
a box on the car, for walking but between two Senatours. AsI woul 

not ſerve to be admitted to nothing , but to high commands: So 1 
think, whog'ere is rudely malepert , blemiſhes the diſcretion of him- 


countenance is not to be ſhewed to all. That which makes a wiſe man | 


the Zord to (hrink his deſcending favours. Of the two, pride is the] 


ſelf 
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Czxr. 1. |{elf, and his Zord. As there ought to be equality, becaute Nature has] 
LYN [madeit; fo there ought to be a difference, becauſe Fortune has {ct it. 
Yet cannot the diſtance of their Fortunes beſo much, as their zearneſs 
in being Mem. No Fate can fright away that likencſs. The other we 
have found in tion, in wariance; even to rare and inverted 7utations. 
Let not the Lord abuſe his ſervant; for *tis poſſible he may fall below 
him:Let not the ſervant negle& his 2aſter;for he may be calt to a mean- 
er condition. Let the ſervant deſerve, and the Maſter recompenic : 
andif they would both be zoble, the beſt way is for tnoſe that be ſub- 
je& to forget their ſervices z and for thoſe that are Commanders, to 
remember them. So, cach loving other, for their generous worthineſs ; 
the world ſhall ftrew praiſes in both their parhs. 1f the ſervarr ſup- 
poſe his {ot to be hard, let him think, that ſervzce is nothing bur the 
free-mans calling : wherein while he is, he is bound to diſcharge him- 
ſelt well. 
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wt. 
Of Reprehenſion. 


= reprehend well, is both the hardeſt, and moſt neccſlary part 
- of Friendſbip. Who isit, that will cither ot merit a check} 
or exdure one > Yet whetein can a friend more unfold his love, than 
in preventing dazgers, beloretheir birth ; or, in veducing a mant 

ſafety, which is travelling in the way to 7#ine? I grant , the manner 
of the application may turn the benefit into an injury : and then it both 
ſtrengtheneth Error, and wounds the Giver. Corretion is never in 
vain. Vice is a miery deepneſs: if thou ſtriveſt to help one out , and 
doſt not; thy ſtirring him, ſinks him in the further. Fury is the mad- 
der for hischain. When thou chideſt thy wandering friend, do it 
ſecretly ;, in ſeaſon, in love : Not in the car of a popular convention : 
For many times, the preſence of a »wltitude , makes a man make up 
an unjuſt deferce, rather than fall in a juſt ſhame. Diſcaſed eyes en- 
dure not an unmasked Sx : nor does the wound but rankle more, 
which is vanned by the publick air. Nor can I much blame a man, 
though he ſhuns to make the Yulgar his Confeſſor : for they are the 
moſt uncharitable zell-rales that the burthened Earth doth ſuffer. They 
underſtand nothing bur the Aregs of aZions : and with ſpatteri 

thoſe abroad, they beſmear adeſerving fame. A man had better beſ 
convinced in private, than be made guilty by a Proclamation. Open re- 
bukes ;are for Magiſtrates, and Conrts of Fuſtice : for Stalled Cham- 
bers, and for Scarlets, in the thronged Hall. Private, are for friends ; 
where all the witneſſes of the offenders bluſhes , are blinde , and deaf, 
and dumb. We ſhould do by them, as Foſeph thought to have done 
by Mary, ſeek tocover blemiſhes with ſecreſie. Publick reproef', is 
like ſtriking of a Deey in the Herd, it not only wounds him, to the 
loſs of inabling Blood, bur betrayes him to the Hound, his Enemy: and 
makes him, by his fellows , be puſht out of company. Even conceal- 
| ment 
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ment of a fault, argues lome charity to the Delinquent : and when 

we tell him of it in ſecret, it ſhews, we with ; he ſhould amend, 

before the wor/d comes to know his amiſs. Next, it ought to bein 

ſeaſon, neither when the braiz is miſted , with ariſing Fumes : nor 

when the inde is madded, with un-reined paſſions. Certainly, he 

is drank himſelf, that protanes Reaſon ſo, as to urge it to a druxken 
. Nature unlooſed in a flying ſpecd, cannot come ot with a ſud- 

den ſtop. 

Ouis matrem, nift mentis inops, in funere Nati 

Flere wvetat ? non hoc ulla monenada loco eff. 


He's mad, that drycs 4 Mothers eyes full ryde 
At her Sons Grave : There'tis no time to chide : 


Was the opinion of the ſmootheſt Poet. To admoniſh a mann the 
height of his paſſion, is to call a Souldjer to Councel, in the midit, .in 
the heat of a Batzle, Let the combat (lack, and then thou mailt expect 
a hearing. All paſſions are like rapid torrents : they ſwell the more for 
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you to forget him; and he will the ſooner remember himſelf. For it 
often falls out, that the end of paſſion, is the beginning of repentance. 
Then will it be cafic to draw back a retiringman : As a Boat is rowed 
with leſs labour, when it hath both a winde and tide to drive it. A 
word ſeaſonably given, like a Rudder , ſometimes ſteers a man quite 
into another _ When the Macedonian Philip was capring in the 
view of his Captives : ſayes Demades, Since Fortune has made 
you like Agamemnon, why will you ſhew your ſelf like Therfires > And 
this chang'd him to another man. A Low .beſtow'd in. the ſtriking 
time, is better than ten, delivered unſeaſonably. There are ſome| 
nicks in Time, which whoſoever findes, may promiſe to himſelf 
ſucceſs. As in all things, fo in this; eſpecially if he do it as he 
ought, ix love. It is not good to be too tetricdl and virulent. Kinde 
words make rough attions plauſible. The bitterneſs 'of Reprehenſion, 
is inſweetned with the pleaſingneſs of Compellations. If ever flattery 


lam, argues honeſty : but to be pleaſing, argues diſcretion. Sores are 
bs not .. be anguith't with a Ted prifive) bur gently ſtroked 
with a Ladied hand, Phyſicians fire not their eyes at Patients * but 
calmly miniſter to thcir d:ſeaſes. Let it be ſo x arch as the offender | 
may ſce affeftion without arrogancy. Who blows out Candles with | 
roo ſtrong a breath , does but make them ſtink, and blows them 
light — To avoid this, it was ordain'd among the Zacedemont- 
ans, That every Tranſereſſor, ſhould be, as it were ; his own Beadle + 
for, his puniſhment was, to compaſs an Altar, ſinging an Imvettive 
made againſt himſclf. Ir is not conſonant , that a member ſo un- 
or as the #oge is, ſhould ſmart it with an ron laſh. Every'man 
hat adviſeth, aflumes as it were , a #ranſcendency over the other ; 


as. a dam in their violence. He that will hear nothing in the| 
rage and rore of his anger, will, after a pauſe, enquire of you. Seemi| 


might be lawful, here is a caſe, that would give it admiſſion. To be| 
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which if itbe not allaycd with prozeſtations, and ſome ſelf-including 
terms grows hatctul : that even the reprehenſton is many times the 
greater fanlrof the two. It will be good theretore , not to make the 


| complaint our own, bur to lay it upon ſome others z that not know- 


ing his grounded Yertues, will, according to this, be apt to judge of 
all his aZjons. Nor can he be a competent Fudge of anothers crime, 
that is guilty of the like himſclf, Tis unworthily done z to condemn 
that in others, which we would not have bur pardored in our ſelves. 


riders, with this Queſtion : Why , do you langh at me for falling back- 
ward, when you your ſelves do retrograde your lives? fe 1s not fit to 
cure a dimmed fight, that looks upon another with a beamed eye. Freed, 
we may free others. And, if we pleaſe them with praiſing ſome of 
their Yertues they will with much more eaſe, be brought to know 
|rheir Yices. Shame will not let them be angry with them , that ſo 
equally.dea/ both the Rod, and Laurel. If he be much our Superiour, 
'tis good to do it ſometimes in Parables, as Nathan did to David: 
So, let him by colleftion, give himſelf the cenſure. It he be an equal, 
let ir appear, affeftion , and the truth of friexdſbip urging it, 1f he 
bc our z2fertoxr, let it ſeem our care, and deſire to benefit him,” To- 
wards ail, Iwould be ſure to ſhew humility, and /ove. Though I 
inde a little b/efter for the preſent, I am comfident, 1 thall meet with 
thanks afterward. And in my abſence , his reverend report following 
me. If not : the beſt way to loſca friend , is by ſeeking, by my love 
to ſave him. *Tis belt for others , that they hate me for wice z bur if 
muſt be haed,,*ris beſt for ny ſelf, that they hate mc for my good- 
or : For, then ami I nuine own axrzavte againit all the poyſoz they can 
it upon me. 
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I'%. x 
Of Time's continual ſpeed. 


N all the aZ1ors that a May performs, ſome part of his life paſſeth. 
Ve dje with doing that, "- which only , our ſliding life was 
granted, Nay, though we do nothing , Time keeps his conltant pace, 
and flies as faſt in idleneſs, as in imployment. Whether we play, or la- 
bour, or ſleep, or dance, or ſtudy, the Sun poſteth, and the Saxd runs, 
An hour of Yi is as long as an hour of Yertze. Burt the difference 
which follows upon good actions, is infinite from that of ill owes, The 
geodgtho hir diminiſh our ze here,yct it laycs up a pleaſure torEter- 
nity, and will recompenſe what it taketh away, with a plentiful return 
at laſt. Whcn-we trade with Yertue, we do but buy pleaſure with ex- 
pence of time. Soit is not ſo much a conſuming of time, as an exchange. 
Or as a 2a ſows his corn, he is content to want it a while , that he 
may, at the harveſt receive it with advantage. But the bad deeds thar 


rorment 


When Diogenes fell in the School of the Stoicks, He anſwers his de-| 


we do here , do not only rob ws of ſo much time ; but alſo be-ſpcak al 


| 
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orment tor hercafter : and thar in ſuch a {fe , as the greatclt pleaſure 
we could there be crow#d withal , would be the very at? of dying. 
The one treaſures up a pleaſure in a laſting life : the other provides #s 
torture in 4 death eternal, Man , as ſoon as he was made, had two 
great Suitors for his life and ſoul : Vertue, Vice, They both travellF'd 
che world with trains, harbengers, and large attendance : Vertue had 
before her, Truth, running naked, waliant, but unelegant : then la- 
boar, cold, hunger, thirſt, care, vigilance ; and theſc but poorly arrayed. 
and (hc in plain, though clean attire, Burt looking near, ihe was of 
luch a ſelf-perfection ; that ſhe might very well embleme wharſocver 
Ommipotency could make moſt rare, Modeſt ſhe was : and ſo lovely, 
That whoſocver /oo#t but ſtedfaſtly upon her, could not , but iſowl 
himſelf in her. After her, followed Contert : full of Jewels, Coins, 
Perfumes, and all the maſſy riches of the world. Then Foy, with 2faſ- 
quers, Mirth, Revelling, and all Eſſential Pleaſures. Next , Hononr, 
with all the ancient Orders of Nobility, Scepters, Thrones, and Crowns 
Imperial. Laſtly , Glory, ſhaking ſuch a brightneſs from her Sunny 
Treſſes, that I have heard, no man could ever come ſo near , as to 
deſcribe her truly. And behinde all theſe, came Eternity , caſting a 
Ring about them 3 which like a ſtrong inchantment , made them for 
ever the ſame, Thus Yertue. Yicerhus: Before her, Firſt went Zying, 
a ſmooth, painted huswife : clad all in (haxFeable, but under her gar- 
ments, full of Scabs, and ugly Ukers. She ſpoke pleaſfingly, and 
promiſed, whatſoever could be wiſht for, in the behalf of her Mi- 
{triſs, Yice, Upon her, wit waited : a conceited fellow , and one 
that much took Mar with his pretty #ricks.angd,gambals. Next Shth, 
and Luxury, ſo ful! ; that they were after ®dafed with their own far. 
Then (becauſe (he could not have the true ones, for, they follow Yer- 
te) (he gets Impoſtors, to perſonate Content, Foy, Honour, Mm all their 
wealth, and rojalties : After theſe, ſhe comes her ſelf , ſumpruouſly 
apparelPd, but anafty ſurteited Slut ; whereby, it any kf her, they 
were ſure by her breath to periſh. Aſter hcr , followed on a ſudden, 
like exemics in ambuſh, guilt, horror, ſhame, loſs, want, ſorrow, torment. 


—_— c 


[Theſe chard with Eternities Ring , as the other, And thus they 


wooed ford Man; who taken with the ſubtil cozenages of Vice, 
yielded to lyc with her : where he had his zature ſo impoyſon'd, 
that his ſeed was all contaminated, and his corruption even to this day, 
is ſtill Coduited to his undone Poſterity. It may be Yirgil knew of 
ſuch a ſtory when he writ, | 


Quiſquis enim duros caſus virtutis amore 

Vicerit, ille ſibi laudemque decuſque perabit : 

At qui defidiam, luxumque ſequetur imertem © 
Dum fugio oppoſitos, incauta mente, labores, 

Turpis inopſque fimul, miſerabile tranfiget «vum. 
Man that Love-conquers Yertnes thorny ways, 
Rears to himſelf a fame-tomb, tor his praiſe. 


But 


- 
he. i 


—_ — 


—— 


RESOLVES. 


CENT. 1. 


— 
| — ——— 


But he that Luft, and Leaden Sloth doth prizc, 
While heedleſs he, oppoſed Labour flyes ; 
All, toul and poor, molt miſcrably dics. 


"Tis true, they, both ſpexd us time alike : nay many times, honeſt 
induſtryſpends a man more, than the ungirthed ſolaces of a ſenſual 
Libertine : unleſs they be purſued with inordinateneſs , then they de- 
{troy the preſent, ſhorten the future, and haſten pain, Why ſhould I 
with to paſs away this life ill, which to thoſe that are ill, is the beſt ? 
If I muſt daily Zeſſez it, it ſhall be by that, which (ball joy me with a 
future Ixzcome. Time is like 4 Ship, which never Anchors : whale I am 
aboord, ] had better do thoſe things, that may advantage me at my 
landing ; than praiſe ſach, as ſhall cauſe my commitment, when 1 
come to the ſore. Whatſocver I do, I would think what will become 
of it, when it is doze. If pood, I will go on to finiſh it. If bad, 1 
will cither leave of, whcre I am ; or not undertake it at all. Ye, 
like an wnthrift ſells away the Inheritance, while it's but in Reverſtor : 
Burt Yertwe, husbanding all :hings well, is a Purchaſer. Hear bur the 
witty Spaniards Diſtich ; 

 Ampliat etatis ſpatium fibt, vir bonus, hoc eſt 
Vivere bis, vita poſſe priore frut. 
He that his former well-led life enjoyes, 
Lives twice : ſo gives addition to his daycs. 


_— — 


X. 
e and Eagerneſs. 


" od 
| He too eager purſuit of a thing , hinders the 7zjoymext. For, it 
makes men take z2aire wayes , which though they proſper 
ſometimes, are bleſſed never. The Covetons, becauſe he is mad u pon 
ricehs, praCtiſeth injurious courſes, which God curling, bring him to 
a ſpcedy Poverty. Oppreſſion will bring a Conſumption upon thy gains. 
wealth inatch't up by unjuſt and injurious waycs , like a rotten ſheep, 
will z»fcct thy healthful flock. We think by wrong to hide our ſelves 
from wart, when *tis that only , which unavoidably pulls it on us. 
Like Thieves, that hooking for clothes in the dark, they draw the 
Owner, which takes, and then impriſons them. He that longs for 
Heaven with ſuch impatience, as he will kill himſclf, that he may be 
there the ſooner, may by that a, be excluded thence ; and lic gnaſh- 
ing of his teeth in Hell, Nay , though we be in the right way, our 
haſte will make our ſay the longer : He, that rides all upon the dr:- 
ving ſpur, tyres his Horſe &re-his journey ends : ſo is there the later, 
for making ſuch wwworted ſpeed. He is like a giddy meſſenger, that 
runs away without his errazd : ſo diſpatches leſs for his nimbleneſs. 
when God hath laid out Man a way, in vain he ſeeks a near one, we ſee 
the things we aim at, as Travellers do Towns zx hilly Countreye s ; wc 
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judge them ncar, at the eyesend ; becauſe we ſee not the walleys , and 
the brook in them, that interpoſe. So, thinking to take ſhorter courſes, 
we are led about , through zgzorance , and ?ncredulity. Surely God 


And he that is once perſwaded of this, will rather ſtay the /eaſure of 
the Dezty, than follow the chaſe of his own deluſions. we goſureſt, 
when we poalt ot in 4 precipitation. Suddep rifings, have ſeldom ſound 
foundations. Ve might ſweat leſs, and avail more. How have 1 
ſcen a Beef-brain'd-fellow (that hath only had impudence enough to 
(hew himſclt a fool) thruſt into diſcourſes of wit,thinking to ger eſteem : 
when, all that he hath purchaſed, hath been only, the hiſs o the wiſe, 
and a juſt derifion from the abler judements. Nor will it be leſs toyl- 
ſome , then we have already found it, incommodions, What jealous and 
envious furies gnaw the burning breaſt of the ambitions fool? What 
fears and cares aftright the ſtarting ſleeps of the covetows? Of which 
if any happen, they cruſh him, ten times heavier, than they would do 
the inde of the well-temper'd man. All that affef# things over-vis- 
lently, do over-violently grieve in the diſappointment. Which is yer 
occaſioned, by that, the too much earneſineſs. Whatſoever I wiſh for, 
I will purſue eaſily, though I do it a/zduonfly. And if I can, the hands 
diligence, (hall go without the leaping bounds of the heart. So if it 
happen well, I iball have more context :as coming leſs expected. 
Thoſe joyes claſp us with a friendlier arm, that fteal upon us, when we 
look not for them. It it fall out ill, my zzinde not being ſer on't, will 
teach me patience, in the ſadning want. 1 willcozengdyr, with care- 
leſſneſs, and plump my joyes , by nine orns me. As, I 
would not zeg/ett a ſudden good opportunity; fo I would not fury my 
ſelt in the ſearch. 
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XI. 
Of the trial of Faith and Friendſhip. 


Aith and Friendſhip , are ſeldom truly tried, bur in extreams. To 
-þ finde friends when we have no need of them, and to want them, 
when we have, are both alike eafie, and common. In Proſperity , who 
will not profeſs, to love a man ? In Adverſity, how few will ſhew that 
they dozt indeed > When we are happy, in the Spring-tide of Abun- 
dance, andthe riſing flood ot Plenty, then , the world will be our ſer- 
vant : then , all men flock about us, with bared heads , with bended 
bodzes, and proteſting tonzues. But when theſe pleaſing waters fall to 
ebbing ; when neal but ſhifteth, to another ſtand : Then, menlook 
upon us at adiſtance ; and ftiffen themſelves , as if they were in Ar- 
mour ;, leſt (it they ſhould comply us) they ſhould get a wownd in 
the cloze. Adverſity is like Penelope's night ; which andees all, thar 
ever the day did weave. *Tis a miſery that the knowledge of ſuch a 


| — 


hat made diſpoſing Nature, kzows her better , than imperte& man. | 


For | 


bleſſedneſs , as a friend is, can hardly be without ſome ſad misfortune. 


— 
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For we can never throughly #ry him , but in the kick ot malignant 
(hance. And till we have try d him , our knowledge can be call'd bur 
by the name of Hope. VWhar a pitiful p/ght is poor —— 
in, when he can neither be truly happy without a friend ; nor yet 
know him to be a true f7:exa,without his being #nhappy? Our Fortunes, 
and our ſehves are things ſo cloſcly [zt'd, that we know not , which 
is the cauſe of the love, that we finde. When theſe two ſhall part, 
we may then diſcerz to which of them affettion will make wing : 
When they arc covered together, we knuw not, which is in / "gp 
When they riſe, and break, we ſhall then ſee , which is aimed at, 7 
confeſs he is happy, that findes a true friend in extremity : but he is hap- 
pier, that findeth not extremity , wherein to try his friend. Thus the 
trial of friendſhip, is by finding, what others will do for us. Burt the 
tryal of Faith, is, by finding what we will do for God. To truſt him 
for eſtate, when we have the Evidences in our 1ron Cheſt, is eafie ; and 
not thank-worthy. But to depend upon him, for what we cannot ſee ; 


As *tis morc hard for Man to do; ſo'tis more acceptable to God, 


know not in the flows of our contentedneſs , what we our ſelves are ; 
or, how we could zeg/et our ſelves, to follow God, commanding us. 
All men will be Perers in their bragging tongue : and molt men will 
be Pe#ers , in their baſe denial. Bur few men will be Peters, in their 
quick repentance. When we are well, wc {wear we will not leave him,| 
in our greateſt ſickxeſs ; bur when our ſickxeſs comes, we forget our 
vows, and ſtay. When we meet with blows, that will force us, cither 
to Ict go our hold of: Ged, or our ſclves : Then we ſce , ro which 
our ſouls will cleave the faſteſt, And , of this #ryal, excellent is the 
uſe we may make. If we findc our Faith npon the Teſt, firm z it will 
be unto us, a perpctual baxgnet : If we finde it daſtardly flarting aſide, 
_— weakneſs , we may ſtrive to ſmew it, with a ſtronger 
xcrve. So that it ever is, cither the aflurance of our happineſs, or the 
way whereby we may finde it. Without this confidence in a power| 
that is alwayes able to aid us, we warder, both in trouble and doubr, 
Infidelity is the cauſe of all our woes, the ground of all our fins. Not 
truſting God, we diſcontent our ſelves with fears and ſolicitations : 
and to cure theſe, we run into prohibited paths. Unworthy earthen 
worm ! that canſt think God of fo un-noble a nature, as that he will 
ſuffer ſuch to wart, as with a dutiful endeavour do depend upon him. 
It is not uſual with az, to be ſo baſe. And canit thou believe, 
that moſt Heroical and Ormipotent Infiniteneſs of his , will abridge a 
follower of ſuch poor toes, as the accoutrements of this life are > Can 
a Deity be inhumane ? Or can he -that graſps the unempricd proviſi- 
ons of the world in his hand, bea niggard to his ſors , unleſs he ſees it 
for their good and benefit ? Nay, couliſt thou that readeſt this (what- 
ſoever thou art) if thou hadſt but a Sereptan widows Cruſe of Gold, 


lif it be done. For, in that a, we make confeſſion of his Deity. Weſ 


could'ſt thou let a diligent and affeQionate ſervant, that ever waited 
on thee, want neceſlaries > Could'ſt thou endure to ſee him _—_ 
: in 


: . 
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in diſgracing raggs; nipt to a benumming , with the cy thumbs of 
Vinter ; complaining tor want of ſuſtenance ; or negleted in the 
times of ſickneſs? I appcal to thy inward and more »oble acknow- 
—— I know, thou could'ſt not, O perverſe thous ht of perver- 
ted man ! And wilt thou yet imagine, thou canſt want ſuch things as 
theſe from ſo unbounded a bounty as his is? Serve him , and bur be- 
Lieve and upon my foul, he will never fail thee, for what is moſt 
convenient, O my God ! my Refuge, my Altar, and my ſouls Anchor : 
| beg that] may (tu ſerve thee, and depend upon thee : I need not beg 
ſupply to the other two, thou givelt that without asking. Thou know- 
clt, tor my ſclf, my ſouls withes are not for a vaſt abundance. If ever 
[ ſhould with a plezty ; it ſhould befor my friends, not me. I care 
not to abourd in abounding ;, and I am perſwaded, I ſhall never wat , 
not xeceſſaries, not conventencies. Let mefinde my heart dutiful ,- and 
my faith _ trial ſtedfaſt : and I am ſure theſe will be ground 
nough for ſufficient happineſs, whileT live here. 


_— 
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XII. 
That a wiſe Man may gain by any Company. 


S there 1s no Book ſo poorly furniſhed, out of which a man - 
A not gather ſomething for his bexefit, ſo is there no company (0 
ſavagcly bad, but a wiſe man may from ir learn ſomething ro make 
himſelf better. Vice is of ſuch a toady complexion, that ihe cannot 
chuſe but teach the ſor! ro hate : So loathſome , when the's ſeen in 
her own ugly dreſs : that, like a man faln ina pir before us, ſhe gives 
us warning to avoid the danger, So admirably hath God diſpoſed of 
the wayes of Mar; that even the fight of Yice in others, is like a 
Warning-arrow ſhot, for us to take heed, When ſhe thinks by pub- 
lining ot herſclf, roprocure a train ; God, by his ſecret working, 


Adverſary, YVertue. Ot which take Balaam for a type : who intend- 


tongue, \NCcare wrought to good by contraries, Foul atts, keep Vertue 
from the charms of Vice. Saycs Horace, 


Inſuevit Pater optimus hoc me, 

Ut fugerem exemplis vitiorum queque notanas. 

Quum me hortaretur parce, frugaliter, atque 
Viverem uti contentus eo, quod mi ipſe paraſſet : 
Nonne vides, Albi ut male vivat filinus ? utque 

Barrus inops ? Magnum documentum, ne patriam rem 
Perdere quis velit. A turpi meretricis amore 

Quum deterreret,Settani diſſimilis ſis. 
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Formabat puerum diftts. 


makes her turn her weapons againlt her ſelf : and ſtrongly plead for herf 


ing to curſe the 1ſraelites, had enforced bleſſings , pur in his diflenting| 
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h Thus my beſt Father taught 

Me to flyc Vice ; by noting thoſe were naught 
When he would charge me thrive, and ſparing bc, 
Content, with whart he had prepar'd for me : 
Seeſt not how ill young Albws lives 2 how low 
Poor Barrus ? Surc, a weighty ter, how 
One ſpent his means. And when he meant to ſtrike 
A hate to Whores , To Sedan be not like. 

—-thus mca childe 


He with his Preccpts faſhion'd 


| I confeſs, I do not learn to corred# faults in my ſelf, by any thing 
more, than by ſeeing how uncomely they appear in others. Who can 
but think what a »aſty Beaſt he is in drunkenneſs , that hath ſeen how 
noyſome it hath made another ?: How like a zated ſop, ſponged , even 
to the cracking of a s&i»? Vho will not abhor a cholerick paſſion, and 
a ſawcy pride 1n himſclt ; that ſces how ridiculous and conterptible 
they render thoſe , that are infeſted with them > Why ſhould 1 beſo 
beſotredly blinde, as to believe, others ſhould not ſpy thoſe vices in 
me, which I can ſce, when they dodiſcloſc in them? Yertue and Vice 
whenſoever they come to af, arc both margin'd with a pointinz, fin- 
ger; butin the zz#exr, rhe differcnce is much : when 'tis ſer againſt 
1Yertue, it betokens then reſpef? and worth : but againſt Yice, "tis {ct in 
ſcorn, and for averſion. Though the bad mar be the worſe, for having 
Vice in his eye : yct the good man is the better, for all that he ſccs , 1s 
zl. *Tis certain, neither example, nor precept, (unleſs it be in matters 
wholly religious) can be the abſolute guides of the true wiſe man. *Tis 
only a knowing, and a pradtical judzment of his own, that can dire 
nim in the maze of life : in the buſtle of the world; in the twitches 
and the zwerls of Fate. The other may help us ſomething in the geme- 
ral; but cannot be ſuſhicient in particulars. Mans lite is like a State, 
ſtill caſual in the future. No man can leave his Sncceſſor rules for ſe- 
wverals ; becauſe he knows not how the #1m2es will be. He that lives 
alwayes by Book-rwles, (ball ſrew higuſclt affeted, and a fool. I will 
do that which I ſee comely, (ſo it be not dithoneſt) rather than what 
a grave Philoſopher commands mc to the contrary. I will take what I 
ſee is fitly good from azy : but I think there was never any one may, 
that liv'd to be a perfect guide of perfection. In many things, I ſhall fall 
ſhort: in ſome things I may go beyond him. We feed not the body, 
with the food of one diſh only : nor does the ſedulows Bee , thyme all 
her thighs from one Flowers {ingle vertucs. She takes the beſt from 
many ;, and together, ſhe makes rhem ſerve : not without working 
that to hoxey, which the putrid Spider would convert to poyſon. Thus 
ſhould the wiſe man do. But, even by this , he may better learn to 
love the good, than avoid that which is offenſive. Thoſe that are 
throughly arted in Navigation , do as well know the Coaſts, as the| 
Ocean : as well the Flaws, the Sards , the Shallows, and the Rocks ; 
as 
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as the ſecure depths, in the moſt wnperillous Channel. So, 1 thinks thole 
that are perfect men (I ſpeak opirſſſien ſince the tall) muſt as well 
know bad, that they may abtrude it; as the good, that they may em- 
brace, And this knowleage we can neither have'ſo cheap, or ſo certain, 
as by ſeeing ir in others, with a prtiful diſlike, Surcly we ſhall know 
/ertue the better, by ſecing that, which is not ſbe. If we could paſs 
{the world , without meeting Yjce ; then the knowledge 'of Yertne 
only were ſuſhicient. But 'tis not poſſible to live ,/and not - encounter 
her. Yice 1s as a God in this world ; whither can we go to fly it? It 
hath an wr mp6 and rw/eth too, I wiſh no man to know it, cither 
by ſe, or by intruſion; but being unwittingly caft' upon it, ler him 
obſerve, for his own more ſate dire&tion. Thou art happy, when thon 
mak'({t another mans wices ſteps for thee, to climb ro Heaven oy 
The wiſe Phyſitian makes the poyſox medicinable. Even the mud of the 
world, by the induſtrious Hollander is turned to an: uſeful fwel;; If 1 
[light on good company, it (hall cither induce me to a zew good, or con- 
firm me1n my liked o/d. It I light on bad, I will , by conſidering 
their dull fas, cither corretF thoſe faults I have, or ſpun thoſe that 
I might have. As the Mariner that hath Sea-room, can make any wind 
llerve to ſet him forward, in his wiſhed woyage : ſo a wiſe-man may 
[rake advantage from axy company , to ſet himſelf forward to Yertues 
Religion. Vice is ſubril, and weaving, for her own preferment : why 
ſhould not Yertae be plotting for hers 7 It requires as much policy to 
row good, as great. There 1s an innocential providence, as well as the 
Cd of a vulpine craft. There are wices to be djplac'd; that would 
ſtop us, in the way of our Riſe. There are parties to be made on our 
[ide ; good Memento's, to uphold us when we are declining, through 
the private /ifts of our #njuſt maligners. There is a King to be plea- 
ſed ; that may protet us againſt the ſhock of the envious Pleberaps ; 
the reigning humours of the tie, that plead cxſtors, and not reaſon. 
We muſt have tellizexcers abroad , to learn what praftices, Sms, 
(our Enemies) have on foot againſt us : and beware what ſuits we en- 
certain, leſt we diſhonour our ſelves in their grant. Every good man is 
2 Leiger here for Heaven : and he mult be wiſe and circumſpe&, to 
vain the fſleck navations of thoſe, that would undo him. And, as o__ 
that are ſo for the Kingdoms of Earth , will gain ſomething from « 


| 


Societies that they fall upon : So, thoſe that are for this higher Empire; | 
may gather ſomething beneficial , from all that they ſhall converſe 
with ; eithErrfor prevention , or confirmation: either to ſtrengthen 
themſelves, or confound their oppoſers, | 


i 
X111.” rf 
Of Man's unwillingneſs to de. © |} 


Hat ſhould make us all ſo unwilling to dje,when yer we know;| 
till death, we cannot be accounted happy ? Is itſweernel: 
D 2 —_—_— 
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we finde in this lifes -ſelaces? Is there pleaſure in the /u{hioms blood ? 
| WYRN [15 it the horrour, or thepain, that dath in Death affright.us? Or, is 
| irour fear, and doubt of whar-ihall become of us after > Or, is it] 
che gwile-of our miſ-guided ſouls, already condemning us, by the pre-! 
{apprehenſion of a future puriſbment? It I found Death terrible alike 
tro.all, I ſhould think there were ſomething more in Death, yea, and 
in {fe too, than yer we do imagine. But, I find one man can'as wil- 
| lingly dye, as another man can be willing to aize. Some, that can as 
| oladly leave this world, as the wiſe man, being old , can forbcar the 
| |Court. There are , to whom Death doth ſeem no niore than a blood- 
|lerting : and theſe, I finde;, are of the fort of men, which we gene- 

| rally do eſteem for wiſe. Every man, inthe Play of this world, 
beſides an Aor, is a Spettator too : when *tis mew begun , with him, 
(that i8, 4n his youth) it promiſerh ſo much,thar he is loth roteaveir : 
when it grows to the middle , the A& of -virifity, then he ſees the 
Scenes. grow thick, and 611, he would gladly underſtand the exd: 
bur, whe that draws near , and he findes what that will bez he is 
then content to depart, and leave his room to ſucceeders. Nay, many 
| times, while before this, he conſiders, that *tis all as it were delu- 
fie, and 4 dream, and paticeth away as the conſumed dew , or as the 
found of a Bellrhat is ravg ; hc then grows weary with expectation, 
and his #fe is emertain'd with a tedious diflike of it ſelf. Oh the un- 
ſcrled conceit of ſaw ! that ſeeking after quiet , findes his wrreſt the 
more : that knows neither whart he s, nor what he ſhall be ! We are 
like men benightcd in a #4/derneſs : we wander in the tread of {eve 
ral paths : we try one, and preſently finde another is more likely : 
| | we follow thar, and mcer with morc, that croſs it : and while we are 
Wr- - diſtracted about thcſe various wayes, the fierce Beaſt, Death, devours 
| us, I inde two forts of mcn, that differ much , in their conceptions 
that they hold of Death. One lives in a fl joy here : he ſings, and 
, revels, and pleaſants his fpleex, as it his harveſt were perpetual ; and 
; the whole wor/as tace fathioned to a poſture, laughing upon him. And 
| this man would do any thing, rather than dye : whereby he tells us, 
(though his tongue exprels it not) that he expetts a worſe eſtate hereaf- 
ter, Another lives hardly here, with a heavy heart , furrowing of a 
mournful face ; as if, like the Beaff , he were yeancd into the world, 
only to a& a ſad mens part, and dye : and this mar ſecks Death, and 
midles him ; intumating, that he expe&s a better condition by Death : 
tor*xis ſure , Natura ſemper in meliorem tendit: Nature ever aims 
fat{| better ; nor would ſhe with a change , if ſhe did nor 
think it a benefit, Now, what do theſe two tell us 2 bur thar there is 
both a miſery, and a joy attending Mar , when hc is vaniſht hence, 
The like is ſhewed by the good man, and the bad : one avoiding what 
the other would wiſh, at leaſt not refuſe , upon offer, For the good 
ran ] muſt reckon with the wiſe ; as one that equally can dye, or 
ve. He knows, while he is here, God will prote& him ; and when 
he goes hence, God will recezve him. I borrow it from the Father :| 
ve Non 


— 
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Non ita vixi, ut me vixi(ſe pudeat': nec times mri , quiz bonti haben, 
Dominum. 1 have not ſo ti2/d, 48T (ſhould be afhamed : 'nor fear '1't 
aye, for God is mercifal, Certainly , we ate 'tiever 'at ger, in an 
ching long, till. we have conquered the 'fexr of dearh. Evety 'fpritar 


dump, did the ſight of Cyrs Tomb, ſtrike rhe moſt noble 4lexanier ? 
[[r'comes, like an arreft of Treaſon ina Follity : blafts us, Tike a Light 
ning-flaſh, and like a Ring pur into our Woſes, thecks us im'the friths 
and 7evaltoes of our dancing blood, Fear of teath Kills us ofren, when 
Death ir ſelf, can do it bfit once. I love'therefore , the ſaying of rhe 
dying Emperour Julian, He that would not dye when he miſt , and he 
that would dye when he mnſt not, are both of them Cotvards aljke, Thar 
which we kzow we nuuſt do, oxce ; why thould we be afraid to do it 
2t any time ? What we cannot do till our tie comes , why ſhould 
we ſeek to do it before ? I like the man that can dye willingly, when- 
ſoever God would have him-dye, andthat can hve as willingly, when- 
ſoever God would have him not to dye. To fear Death much, argues 
an evil man ; ar beſt a man that is weak, How brave did Socrates ap- 
pear, when he told the Hthenians they could do nothing ;* but whar 
Nature had ordain'd, before them, condemn him to dye 2 How 'un- 
movealy did he take his poyſon'? asit he had becn drinking of a Glory 
tothe Deity. Into what a trepidation of the ſoul, does fear decline the 
Coward? how it drowns the head in the intrembled boſom? Bur the 
Spaniſh Tragick tells us. 


Qui vultus Acherontss atri, 
Qui Styga triſtem, . non triſtis videt, 
Audetque vite ponere finem, 
Par ille Regi, par Superis erit, 
He that ſmuling can gaze on 
Styx, and black-wav'd Acheroy ; 
That dares brave hs ruine ; he 
To Kings, to Gods, ſhall cqual bc. 


'Tis a Fathers ſentence, Nthil eft in morte quod metalimws, i nihil 
timendum, vita commiſit : Death hath nothing terrible , but "whit our 
life hath made ſp. He that hath [/d well, will be ſeldom «»williz# to 
yah Death is much facilitated, by the wvertnes, of a well-led fife, To 
ay the good may fears not God, 1 think may be good Divianty. Fuith, 
approaches Heaven with confidence. Ariſtippms told the Saylers , that) 
wondered why he was not, as well as they, 4f7aid in the form ; that 
the odds was much : for, they feared the rorments due to a wicked 
life ; and he expected the rewards of a good one. Yice draws Death 
with a horrid look, with a whip, and flames, and terrowrs, It was cold 
|comfort Diogenes gave a lewd liver ; that bahiſht , complain'd he 

ſhould dyc in a forreign oy! ; Be of good cheer, matt, whereſobver thok 
art, the way to Hell is the ſame. 1 confeſs, take a mart, as N4rave hath 
made him, and there is ſome yeaſor why he ſhould fear Death ; be- 


—— 


of Mortality terrifies, Every caſual danger affrights 4. Tnzo whar a 
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[Andno man, but would rather continue in a moderate delight, which 
- [he knows ; than indure pazz, to be delivered to zxcertainties. I would 


[either fear or grudgizg. It were a ſhame for me , being a Chriſtian, 
[and believing Heavey, to be afraid of removing from Earth. In ze- 


' [expugned, the Dorpes, and Yillages will ſoon come in of rhemſelves. 


| Of the Worſhip of Admiration. 


[the artful Inſtrument ; I apprehen 
1do almoſt believe, I hear a little Deity whiſpering , throngh the pory 
{ſubſtance of the tongue. But, this I can but grope after, I can neither 


[-eca, above two leaves together. He raiſes my ſoulto a contemplation, 


ced to caſt him by, and ſubfide to an admiration. Such effets works 
Poetry, when it looks to towring Yertues. It gives up a man to 7r4- 
iptures; and znradiates the ſoul, with ſuch high appreherſions : that 
[all the glories which this world hath, hereby appears contemptible. Of 
{which the ſoft-ſou/'d Ovidgives atouch, when 


cauſe he knows not what it will do with him. What he findes here; he 
ſees, and kxows ; what he ſhall finde after death, he knowerh nor. 


live, till God would have me dye : and then, I would do it without 


ſolving thus, I ſhall zriumph over other caſualties, All things that we 
fear here, we fear as ſteps, that deſcend us towards our Graves , to- 
wards »famy, and Deprivation. When we get the vidory over this 
great terronur ; all the fall ONncs are conquered 1n it, Great Cities once 
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A} Patloever is rare, and paſſionate, carries the . ſoul to the 
thought of Eternity. And, by contemplation , gives it ſome 
lympſes of more abſolute perfeition, than here 'ris ap of, When 
1 fee the Royalty of a State-ſhow , at ſome unwonted ſolemnity, my 
thoughts preſent me ſomerhing, more -roya/ than this. When I ſec 
the moſt zzchanting beauties, that Earth can ſhew me; I yet think, 
there is ſomething far more glorious : methinks I ſec a kinde of high- 
er a bu wp peeping through the frailty of a face. When I hear the 
raviſhing-ſtrains of a ſreeet-tuned + a , married to the warbles of 

dby this a higher Dzapaſox : and 


finde, nor ſay, whatit is. When] rcad a 7arely JR man, 1 
admirc.him, to my own #patiency. 1 cannot read ſome parts of Se. 


which ſers me a thinking, on morc, thanl can imagize. So I am for- 


ce complains the wazx. 
Impetws ille Sacer, quivatum Pettora nutrit, 7 


Qui prius in nobis eſſe ſolebat, abeſt. 
That Sacred vigor, which had wont, alone, 
To flame the Poers noble breſt, is gone. 


But this is, when theſe excellexcies incline to gravity , and ſerionſ- 
zeſs, For otherwiſe, light ajrs turn us into frightful actions ;, which 
breathe away in a looſe laughter, not leaving half that zmpreſſion be- 
hinde them, which ſerious conſiderations do, As it Mirth were theſ 


_ excel. 
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excellency tor the body, and meditation tor the ſoul. As if onewere, for 
che contentment of his life ; and the other , eying to tit of the life to 
come. All endeavours aſpire to Eminency ;, all Eminencies do beget an 
Admiration : And, this makes me believe, that contemplative Admirs- 
tion, is a large part of the worſhip of the Deity. *Tis an adoration, 
; P_—_—_ the Spirit : a more ſublime bowing of the ſoul to the God- 

head. And this 1s it, which that Homer of Philoſophers avowed, could 
bring a man to perfect Aappine 5 , it to his Contemplation he joyncd a 
conitant Imitation of God, in Tuſtice, Wiſdom, Holineſs. Nothing can 
carry us ſo near to God, and Heaven, as this. The minde can walk, 
beyond the fight of the eye; and (though in a c/ond) can lift us into 
Heaven, while we live. Meditation 1s the ſouls Perſpettive Glaſs : 
whereby, in her long remove, ſhe diſcerneth God, as if he were nearer 
ſhand. I perſwade no man to make it his whole les buſineſs. We 
have boazes, as wcll as ſouls, And even this world, while we arc in it, 
ought ſomewhat to be cared for. As thoſe States are likely ro flowriſh, 
where execution tollows ſound adviſements : Sois Man, when contem- 
plation is (econded by attion. (ontemplation generates ; Attion = 
pagates. Wirhout the firſt, the latter is defeetive. Without the laſt, 
the firlt is but abortive, and embryous. Saint Bernard compares con- 
templation to Rachel , which was the more fair : but ation to Leah, 
which was the more fruitfal, 1 will neither alwayes be buſfie, and do- 
ing : nor ever ſhut up in nothing but thoughts. Yet , that which ſome 
would call 7alexeſs, I will call the ſweeteſt part of my hfe : and, that 
is, my Thinking, Surcly, God made ſo many warieties in his creatures, 
las well for the imward ſoul, as the outward ſenſes; though he made 
them primarily, for his own free-will , and Glory. He was a Monk of 
an honeſter age, that being asked how he could indure that &fe, with- 
our the pleaſure of books, anſwered : The Nature of the Creatures was 
his Zibrary : whercin, when he. pleaſed, he could muſe upon Gods 
deep Oracles. 


> 4 
Of Fame. 


& may ſeem ſtrange, that the whole world of men, ſhould be carried 
on with an earneſt deſire of a noble Fame , and Memory after their 
[deaths : when yer we know it is not material, to our well, or {ll be- 
ing. what cezſures, paſs upon us. The tongues of the Living, avail no- 
thing, to the good, or hurt, of thoſe that /ie in their Graves. They 
can neither adde to their pleaſure, nor yet diminiſh their 2orment , if 
they finde any. My account mult paſs upon my own ad7ions, not upon 
the reports of others. In vain men labour'd, to approve themſelves to 
goodneſs, if the Palaces which Yertue rears, could be wabmilt by the 
taxes of a wounding tongue. Falſe witneſſes can never finde admiſſion, 


where the God of Heaven ſits judging. There is no Common Law - 
l 
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CENT. 1. |the New Jeruſalem. There Truth will be reccived , though either 
CY | Plantiffe or Defendant, ſycaks it. Here we may article againit a man, 
by a cummon fame : and by the frothy buzze of the world, calt away 
| {the blood of 1znocents. But Heaven procceds not after ſuch izcertain- 
ties. The ſingle man ſpall be believed in truth, before all the humming 
of ſucceſſive Ages, What will become of many of our Lwyers, 
when not an Advocate, but Truth, ſhall be admitted? Fame, thall 
there be excluded. as a lying wirzeſs ; though here , there is nothing 
which weds; poſſeſs, which we reckon of an cqual walre. Our wealth, 
our pleaſure, our [ves, will not all hold weight againſt it, when this 
comes in competition. Nay, when we are circled round with calamities, 
d our coxrfrdence in this, like a conſtant friend, rakes us by the hand, and 
cheers us, againſt all our miſeries. When Philip ask't Democritus , if 
he did not fear to loſchis head, he afifwer'd no; for it he did, thc 
Athenians would give him one z7mortal. He (ſhould be Statued, in 
the zreaſury of eternal fame.” Sec if it were not Ovids comforter , in 


Ihis Baniſhmezt. 


Nil non mortale tenemus, 
 Pettorts exceptts, ingeniique bonis. 
p En ego, cum patria, caream, vobiſque, domoque : 
Raptaque ſint, adimi que potuere miki ; 
Ingenio tamen ipſe meo comitorque fruorque : 
Ceſar, in hoe potuit juris habere nihi, 
Omnilibet hanc ſevo vitam mihi fintat eaſe ; 
Me tamen extintto, fama perennts erit. 


All that we hold will dye, 

Bar our brave thoughts, and Ingenuity. 

Even I that wantmy Countrey, Houle, and Friend : 
From whom is ravithrt, all that 4aie can rcnd ; 
Poſleſs yet my own Gere, and enjoy 

That which is more, than Czſar can deſtroy. 

Each Groom may kill me : but whens'ere I dye, 
My Fame thall live to mate Eternity. 


| | | Plutarch tells us of a poor Indian, that would rather endure a doome- 
ing todeath, than ſhoot beforc Alexander , when ne had diſcontinaed ; 
| eſt by ſhooting ill, he ſhould marr the Fame he had gotten. Doubr- 
P leſs, even in this, May is ordered by a power above him ; which 
hath zzſtiz&ed in the mindes of all men, an ardent appetition of a laſt- 
ling Fame. Deſire of Glory, is the lat garment, that , even wiſe men, 
lay aſide. For this, you may truſt Tacitus, Etians ſapientibus, Cupido 
pe fon noviſſima exuitur, Not, that it betters Himſelt , being gone ; 
but that ir firs up, thoſe that follow him, to an earneſt Endeavony of 
Noble Attions , which is the only means, to win the fame we with for, 
| Themiſtocles that ſtreamed out his youth, in wine , and wenery; and 
was ſodainly changed, to 2 vertuons, and valiant man, told one, thar 

| | ask't what did ſo ſtrangely change him: that, the Trophy of Ailtiades 
would 


—_— 
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1 name, and empty air. Vertue were a kind of miſery, if Fame only were 


Jexts {ilence ; perhaps to check the world, for the, tootoo vivlert queſt, 


[ty : +Good ones niay crown the private. The ſame fire may det the 
' | waxen Taper, which isin the faved Torch ; bur *tis not eqpateittier in | 
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would not Ict him ſleep. Tamberlain made it his pratFice, to read often 
the Herojck deeds of his own Progenttors ; not as boaſting in them; bur 
as glorious examples propounded, tointire his Yertues, Surely, nothing 
awakes our ſleeping vertues, like the Noble Aits of our Predeceſſors. | 


| They are flaming Beacons, that Fame, and Time, have ſet on Hills, to |- 


call us to a defence of Yertue ; whenſoever Yice invades the Common- 
wealth of Man. Who can indure to s&utk away his lite in an idle cor- 


ving names ? worth begets in weak and baſe minds,Evy : bur in thoſe 
that are Mag nanimous, Emulation. Romazy vertue,made Roman vertues, 
laſting. Brave men never dyc ; but like the Phenix :. From whoſe 
preſerved aſhes, one, or other, ſill doth ſpring up, like them, How' 


many valiant Souldiers, does a generous Leader make > Brutus , and\ : 


Brutus, bred many conſtant Patriots, Fame, I confeſs, I finde more 
eagerly purſued by the Heathen, than by the Chriſtians of thele times. 
The 1mmortality (as they thought) of their ame, was to them, as. the 
Immortality of the ſoul to us: Aſtrong Reaſon, to perſwade to worthi- 
eſs. Their knowledge halted inthe latter ; fo they reſted in the firſt. 
Which often made them ſacrifice their lives to that , which they 
eſteem d above their lives, their Fame, Chriſtians know a thing beyond 
it: And, that kzowleage, cauſes them to give but a ſecondary reſpe& 
to Fare ; there being no reaſon, why we ſhould wegleth that, whereon 
all our future happineſs depends , tor that, which is nothing but a 


all the Garland, that did crowther. Glory alone were a reward incom- 


Earth, in Heaven is laid up a more Noble, more Eſſential recompenſe. 
Yet, becauſe 'ris a fruit that ſprings from good ations, I muſt think, 
he that /oves that, loverh alſo that which cauſeth ir, worthineſs. In 
others ; I will honour the Fame, for the deſerving deeds which cauſed} 
it. In-ny ſelf, I will reſpec# rhe att5ons, that may merits. And,though 
for my own berefit, I will not much ſeek it : yet, 'I ſhall be glad if it 
may follow me, to incite others z that they may-:go beyond mey''I will; 
if I cax, tread the path which leads to'r, - If Ifind iry ball chink'/it- a 


10 reward me ay way ;| 
if he accepts me, I may count it a mercy. The other: will-not looKkfor. 
I like him that does things thar deſerve a Fame, without either ſearch 
or cating for it. Chriſt, ave many miraculous tres, injoyned his pets- 


of this vacuum, For a mean man to thirſt for-a mighty'famey'is # kind 
of fond ambition.” Can we think 'a Mouſe can caſt a ſhadow like ah Ele- 
phant.? Can the Sparrow look for a train like the: £agle Þ* Great /Falnes 
are for Princes; andiſuch as for their parts, are the Glories of 'FhuMani- 


quantity, or advancement, Let the world ſpeakwell of me, afT-will 
E_ —gever 


ner, when he has means, and finds how Fame has blown about adeſer-| 


petent, for the zoils of induſtrious Aer, This follows him but on | | 


bleſſing: if not, my endevour will beeyough for 4;ſcharging 'my' ſelf} 
| abs, though I miſs it. God is not bonia 4 


=__—— _- we — —— dd dls dh —_ a. lth he. IC... A dh. a. ted. ti A rr AN On) 


 _RFESOLVES. 
never care, though ir does not ſpeak much. Check thy ſelf, thou Arr- 


monger ; that with a madding thought, thus chaſcſt fleeting ſhaddows, 
Love ſubſtances, and reſt thy (elf content with what Poeriwe tels thee 3 


Ouicunque ſolam, mente pracipiti, petit 
Summumque credit, Gloriam : 

Late patentes , etheris cernat plagas, 
Ardtumque terrarum fitum. 

Brevem veplere non valentis ambitum, 
Pudebit auitt nomints. 


i 
F'Y ——_———— 


He that thirſts for Glorious prize, 
Thinking that, the top of all: 

Let him view th* expanſed skies, 
And the Earth's contracted Ball. 

He'l be aſhamed then, that the name he wan, 
Fils not the ſhort walk, of one healthful man. 


—————— ———— 
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XVI. 
Of the choice of Religion. 


Ariety, in any thing, aiſftrateth the mind, and leaves it waving 
in a dubious troable ; and theri, how eafic is it to ſway the wind 
to either ſide ? But, among all the diverſities that we meet with, zone 
trouble us more, than thoſe that are dF Religion, *Tis rareto find two 
Kingdoms one ;, as if every Nation had (if not a God, yet at leaſt) a way | 
to God by it ſelf. This /xmbles the unſettled ſoul ; that -not knowing 
which way to take, without the danger of ering, ſticks to none ; 

| dies, ere he does that, for which. he was made to /ive , the ſervice of 
the true Almighty. We are bqrn as men ſer down in the midit of a | 
Wood ; art | round with ſevcral woyces calling us. Arfirſt,we ſee not, 
which will a us the right way out ; ſo divided in our ſelves, we fit 
Rill, and follow none : remaining 6/24 in a flat Atheiſm, which ſtrikes 
deep at the foundetion, both of our owz, and the whole worlds happi- | 
xeſs, *Tis true, if we let our dimmed underſtanding ſearch in theſe va- 
rieties (which yet is the only means, that weave in our ſelves, to do 
it with) we ſhall certainly loſe our ſelves in their windzzgs ; there be- 
ing in every of them ſomething to be/zeve,above that reeſoz which leads | 
us tothe ſearch, Reaſon gives us the Anatomy of things, and illuſtrates 
with a great deal of plazreſs, all the wayes that ſhe goes : buther line 
is too ſhort, to reach the depths of Religion. Religion carries a confuta- 
tien along with it : and with a high hand of Soveraignty, awes the in- 
quiſitiye z9ngue of Natare ; and when ſhe would 7urmur privately, 
ſhe will not let her peak. Reaſor,like a mild Prince, is content to ſhew 
his Subjechs the caules of his commands,and rule. Religion,with a higher 
ſrrain of Majeſty, bids do it, without inquiring further then the bare 


communi: which, without doubt, is a means of procuring mighty | 
FEVETence.. 
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FEVETENE, What we know not, we reverensly admire ; what we do 
know,is in a ſort ſubje& to the triumphs of the ſo#/;that hath diſcove- 
red it. And, this mot knowing, makes us not able to judge. Every one 
tells us,his own is the trueſt : and there is none, I think, but hath bcen 
|ſea/'d with the blood of ſome. Nor can I ſee, how we may more thau 
probably, prove any : they being all ſet in ſuch heights, as they are nor 
ſubjett to the demonſtrations of Reaſon. And as we may caſier ſay what 
a ful is nor, than what it is : ſo we may more eaſily diſprove a Reh- 
gion for falſe, than prove it for one that is zrue : There being in the 
world, tar more Error, than Truth. Yet is there beſides, another m1e- 
ry, near as great as this; and that is, that we cannot be our own ch#- 
ſers : but muſt rake it upon ?r»uft, from others. Are we not oft, before 
we can diſcern the #rue, brought up and grounded in the falſe, ſucking 
in Herefie, with our milk in lilthopd ? Nay, when we come to years 
of abler judgment, wherein the mind is grown up compleat Man : we 
examine not the ſonndnels ; but retain it meerly, becauſe our Fathers | 
taught it us. What a lamentable weakneſs is this in Man, that he 
(hould build his Eternal welfare, on the approbation of perhaps a weak 
and ignorant Parent? Oh! why is our zeg/et the moſt, in that,where- 
in our care ſhould begreateſt ? How few are there which fulfil that 
Precept of trying all :hings, and taking the beſt? Afluredly though 
Faith be above Reaſon, yet is there a Reaſon to be given of our Faith. 
He is a Fool that believes he knows neither what, nor why. Among all 
the Diverſfities of Religion, that the world holds, I think it may ſtand 
with moſt ſafety, to take that, which makes moſt for Gods glory, and 
Maps quiet. 1 confeſs, in all the Treatiſes of Religion that I ever ſaw, 
I find none that I ſhauld ſo ſoon follow, as that of the Church of Eng- 
lard. I never found ſo ſound a Foundatios, ſo ſure a direttion for Rel; 
gion, as the Song of the Argels at the Birth of Chriſt ; Glory be te God 
on high. There 1s the Honowr, the reverend Obedjence, and the Admira- 
tion, and the Adoration, which we ought-to give him. ' Ox earth peace : 
This is the of of the former ; hs in the hearts.of men, where- 
by the world appears in his nobleſt beauty,being an entire chain of inter- 
mutual amity. And good will toward men : This is Gods mercy, to re- 
concile Man to himſelf, afterhjs fearfgl deſertion of his Maker. Search| © 
{ all Religions the world through, and you-will finde none that aſcribes 
| fo much to God, nor that es ſo.firm a love among Menzas does 
the eſtabliſht Doftrine of the Proteſtant Church among us. All other 
either detraf# from God. : Or infringe the Peace of Men. The Jews in 
their Talmud ſay, Before God made this, he made many other worlds, 
{ and marr'd them again ; to keep himſelffrom dleneſs. The Turks in 
their Alchoyay bring him in, diſcourſing with the Amgels, and they tel- 
ling him, of things which before he knew not': and after, they make 
him ſwear by Mahomets Pen,and Lines; and by Figgs, and Olives. The 
Papiſts pourtray him as an old Man , and by this means, —- him, 
derogating alſo from his Reyalty, by their odious interpoling of mere. | 
And for the Society of men ;. what Prooy Tenezts do they all hold « 

| | _ - a 
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as, Thar he deſerves not the name of Rabbi, that hates not his Enemy 
tothe death. That*tis no ſin to revenge injuries: That" tis meritorious 
to kill a Heretick, with whom no faith is to be kept : Even to the uy- 
gluing of the whole worlds frame; Contexted only, by Commerce, and 
Contratts, What abhorred barbariſms did Selymus leave in Precept , 
| ro his Succeſſor Solyman > which , though 1 am not 'certain they 
were ratified , by their 24ufties ; 1 am ſure, are praQiced by the 1nhe- 
ritors of his Empire. By this taſte , learn to detet# them all. | 


Ne putet eſſe nefas , cognatum haurire crmorem : 
Et mece fraterna , conftabilire Domum. 

Fara, Fides, Pietas, regni dum nemo ſwperſit 
e/Emulus , haud turbent relligione animum. 

Hec ratio eſt, que ſola queat regale twert 
Nomen, & expertem te ſinit eſſe metus. 


Think not thy kindreds murther il], *tis none : 
By thy flain brothers, to ſecure thy Throne. 
Law, Faith, Religion, while no Rivals aim 
Thy ruine, may be praQtic'd, elſe they maim. 
This is the way, how kingly names may be 
Inſaf't, and from diſtradtive terrors free. 


In other Relig7ons , of the Heathes , what fond opinions have they 
held of their Gods? reviling with unſcemly zhrears, when their affairs 
have thwarted them . As i ER the ame, they would con- 
ſerve the Numes to themſelves. In their ſacrifices,how Butcherly cruel? 
as if (as *tis ſaid of them) they thought by ;»humanity, to appeaſe the 
wrath of an offended Deity. The Relzziom which we now profeſs, eſta- 
bliſheth all in-anorther fri. VVhar makes more for Gods glory ? what 
makes more for the mutual love of eMar, then the Goſpel? All our abi- 
lities of good,we offer to God,as the Fenntainfrom whence they ffiream. 
Can the day be /zht, and that ;jght not come from the Sun? Can a 
Check go, without a weight to move it, or a Keeper to ſet it > As for 
Man: it teaches him to tread at Cottoxs, mild's his wilder temper : and 


learns him in his patience, to affe&his Exemies . And for that which 
doth partake on both : it makes Fuft 594, a friend to unjuſt man, with- 
O 


out being juſt, cither to himſelf, or Man. Surc, itconld be go other, 
then the /»vention of a Deity, tofind out away, how Man,that bad juſt- 
ly made himſclt »»bappy, ſhonld, with a full ſatis/aion to cxatteſt 
Fuſtice, be made again moſt happy, I would wiſh no man that is able 
to try, to take his Religion upon others words : but once reſolved in 
it, tis dangerous to neglect, where we know we do owe a ſervice, 


Dit mults negleits dederunt, 

Hesperie mals Iuttuoſe. 

God negle&ed, plentcouſly 
; Plagned mournful 7a. 


And this,before Horace his time , when God is negletted of Man; _=_ 


ah. 
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ſhall be contemmed of God. When Mar abridgeth God of his honoay + 
God will ſhorten Mar of his happineff. It cannot but be beſt, td give a1l 
to hims, of whom whatſoever we have, we hold. I believe it ſafeſt ro| 
| take that Religion, which moſt magnifies God, and makes moſt, for the 
peaceable converſation of men. For, as we cannot aſcribe too much to 
him, toxwhom we owe more then weccan «ſcribe : ſo Ithink the moſt 
ſplendid eſtate of Man, is that, which cemes neareſt to his firſt Creat;- 
ox : wherein,all things wrought together,in the pleaſant embracements 


of mutual love, and concord. 
| | FAM 


2 ) 
Of Petitions Denaals. 


Tye: in ſuits, ate Reprehexſions, to him that asketh. We feem 
thereby to te]l him, that he craves that, which is not convenient ; 
fo errs from that fation, he ſhould reſt in. In our demagads, we uncover | 
our own defires ; in the anſwers we receive, we gather how we arc 
affetted. Beware what thou askeſt ; and beware what thou denieft. For 
it diſcretion guide thee not, there is a great deal of danger in both. Ve 
often, by one requeſt, open the windows of our heart wider, . then all 
the indeavours of our obſervers can. *Tis like givixg of a man our hand 
in the dark ; which direRs him better where we are, then cither our 
wvoyce, or his own ſearch may . It we give repmſes , we are preſently 
held in faſþicioz ; and inſearched for rhe caule : which if ir be found | 
trenching on diſcourtefie; Love dyes and Revenge ſprings from the 
aſhes. To a friend thereforc, a man never ought-rogive a rough dental: | 
but alwayes, either ro grant him his.r7equeſt, or an able reaſox why ; 
we condeſcend not by no meaiis ſuffering him to go away «»ſatisfied : —_ 
For that, ever leaves,f#e, to kindle a ſucceedeng jarr. Deny not a juſt . 
ſuit ; nox prefer thou qne,that is «juſt : Either, to a wiſe man, ſtamps 
unkindneſs in the #emory. I confels, to a generons ſpirit, as 'tis hard: 
tobeg; ſo'tis harſp to.be denyed., To ſuch, ler thy grant be free,” for | | 
they will neither beg 7#j#rjoz« favours, nar be iwportanate;, and when 
thou beeſt to teceive of fuch, grate not too much on yielding friend, | 
though chon maift have thy wifh: for the prefeur, thou (ball perhaps | 
be a loſer in the ſequel. - Thofe thar are readily daunced upon a repulſe, | | 
I would with firft ro-try by cirewnftances,, what may be the ſpecd of | 
their ſat. *Tis eafier to bear colleFed wnkindneſs, than that which we | | 
meet in affronts :: the oxe we may wrap'to death in a ſtill /eexce; the 
other we muſt, for honours ſake, take notice on. For this cauſe, *rwill 
be beſt; never to ptopotind any thing, which carties nor with w+- - | 
babilityof obtaining. Negat fibt ipfi,qui quod fieri non poteft petit : When 
| weask whar' is nor likely to be had, before we ask, we give ourſelves 
the dexial. Mt Queſtions are the mints for wor ſer Anſwers, Our refuſal is 
deſervedly, while 'dtr demands are cither «nfrting, or beyond theex- 
pedience of him thatfhould grant. Nor onght we tobe offended with 
any bur” our ſelves,” when we have it ſuch requeſts, cn_—_— = | 
& unds 
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bounds of »odeſty : though in ſome I have known the denyal of oxe 
fawour,drowning the memory of many fore-periormed ones, To think 
ill of any man, for not giving me that,which he needs not, is 77juſtice : 
but for that,to blot out former benefits,is extreme ingratitude. The good 
mans thanks for old favonrs, live, even in the blows of injury. ele 
ſhould a diſwounted unkindneſs make me ingrate for wonted berefits ? 
I like not thoſe diſpoſitions, that can either make nnkindneſſes, and re- 
member them : or unmake favonrs, and forget them, For all the fa- 
wvourrs 1 receive, I will be thankful, though I meet with a ſtop. The 
failing of one, ſhall not make me negle&tul of many : ne, not though I 
find wpbraiding ; which yet hath this effe&,that it makes that an injury, 
| which was before a benefit. Why ſhould I,for the abortion of one child, 
kill all the elder iſſue ? Thoſe favours that I can do, I will not do for 
thanks, but for Nobleneſs, for Love; and that with a free expreſſion, 
Grambling with a benefit, like a hoarſe voyce, mars the mufick of the 
ſong : Yet, as I will do none for thanks; ſo I will receive none with- 
our paying them. For Petitions to others, I will never put up «decent 
ones; nor will I, if I fail in thoſe, either vex my ſeff, or diſtaſte too 
much the dexyer. Why ſhould I think he does me an 7jary, when he 
only but keeps his owz: ? I like Pedarerme his mirth well, who when he 
could not be admitted for one of the three hundred among the Spar- 
fans, Went away laughing, and ſaid, He was heartily glad, that the Re- 
publique had three hundred better men than himſelf.. I will neither 1m- 
portune too much upon «willing winds; nor will I be flow in yielding 
what I mean to give. For the firſt, with Ovid, 

Et pudet, & metuo, ſemperque eademgque precart, 

Ne ſubeant animo tedia juſta tuo. 

I ſhall both fear and ſhame, too oft to pray, 

Leſt urged minds to juſt diſdain give way. 
For the other; I am confident, Auſonins gives good counſel, with 
perſlwading reaſons : 

Si bene quid facias, facias cito : wam cito fattum, 

Gratum erit ; ingratum, gratis farda facit. 
Diſpatch thy purpos'd gvod : quick conrteome deeds , 
Cate 7 har' 30 Saas, men unthanktul breeds. 


XVIII. 
of Poverty. 


þ re poverty of the poor man, is the leaſt part of his miſery. In all 
the ftorms of Forture, he is the firſt that muſt ſtand the ſhock 
of extremity. Poor men are perpetual Sentinels,watching inthe depth of 
rzight,againſt the inceſſant aflaults of waxz; while the r:ch lyc ſtoved in 
ſecure repoſes : and compals'd with a large abundance. It the Land be 
ruflered with a blowdleſs Famine ; are not the poor the firſt that ſacrifice 
their lives to Hunger ? If war thunders in the trembling Countries 


lap, 
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lap, are not the poor thoſe thar are expoſed to the Enemies Sword and 
outrage?It the Plague,like a loaded ſpunge,flics,ſprinkling poyſor through 
a populous Kingdom ; the poor are the fruit that are ſhaken trom the bur- 
then'd Tree : while the rich, turniſht with the helps of Fortune, have 
means to wind out themſelves, and turn theſe ſad indurances on the 
poor, that cannot avoid them. Like ſalt »zarſhes, that lye low ; they are 
ſure, whenſoever the Sea of this World rages, to be firſt under, and 
imbarren'd with a frettixg care. Who like the poor arc harrowed with 
oppreſſion, ever ſubje& to the imperious taxes, and the gripes of mighti- 
neſs? Continuall care checks the ſpirit ; continuall /aboxr checks the 
beay ; and continuall izſu/tation both. He is like one rowled in a Veſ- 
ſcl full of Pikes ; which way ſoever he turns, he' ſomething finds that 
pricks him. Yer beſides all theſe, there is another tranſcendent miſery: 
and this 1s, that maketh men contemptible. 


Nil habet infelix, &c. 


Unhappy v$azt hath nothing harder init, 
Then that it makes men ſcory'd, —— 


As it the poor 1a were but Fortunes Dwarf'; made lower then the 
reſt of men, to be /aug hed at. The I (though he were the ſame 
mind, and the ſame man) in his ſqualtid rags, could not find admifhon, 
when better robes procured both an open deor and reverence. Though 


outward things can add nothing to our eſſential worth : yer, when we 


are judgcd on,by the help of others outward ſenſes,they much conduce 
to our value or diſ-efleem. A. Diamond (er in braff, would be taken for 
a Cryſtal, though it be not ſo,whereas'a Cryſtal ſer in Gold, will by ma- 
ny be thought a Diamond. A poor man wiſe, ſhall be thought a fool; 
though he have nothing to condemn him , bur his being poor : The 


his words not heard, Poverty is a gulf, wherein all good parts are ſwal- 
lowed. Poor men, though wiſe, are but like Sattezs without a gloff ; 
which every man will refuſe to look upon. Poverty is a reproach, which 
clouds the luſtre of the pureſt verrue. It turns the wiſe man fool to hu- 
mour him that is a fool. Good parts in Poverty, (hew like bearity after fick- 
neſs, pallid and pulingly deadiſh. And if all theſe calamities be bur at- 
tendants , what may we judge that (he is in'berſelf ? homme 
whatſoever we preach of contentedneſi in want ; no Bey can ſo 
gain upon Nature, as to make her 4 Non-ſenſitive. *Lis impollible to 
find content in gnawing pexwry. Lack of things necalinry like a heavy 
load, and an il! Feaddle, is perpetually wringing of the back that bears ir. 


| Extream poverty. one calls a Zaxthorn, thar lights us to all miſeries. 


And without doubt,when'tis urgent and importunatc,it is ever c _ 
upon the very heart of ature.\har pleaſure'can he have in lite, whoſe 


| whale fe is griped by ſome or other mwfortune ? Living no time free, 


| bur that, wherein he does not live, his ſleep. His mizd is ever at jarre, 


either with defire, fear, care, or ſorrow : his appetite-unappealedly cra- 
+ving ſupply of food, for his body ; which is either nummed with co/a, in 


zaleneſs ; 


complaint is as old as Solomon : the wiſdom of the poor is deſpiſed ; and| 


ar 
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jdlenefi, or ftew'd in ſweat, with /abonr : nor Can it be, but it will im- 
baſe even the pureſt metal in, man : it will Alchimy the gold of vertue, 
and mix it with more dull Al/ay. It will make a man ſubmit to thoſe | 
courſe wayes, which another eſtare would ſcorn : nay, it will not ſuffer 
the ſoul tn exercilc that generons freedom , which cqual Nature. has gi- 
ven it ; buthales it to ſuch low andecexcies,. as pull diſdain upon 1t, 
Counſell arid diſcretion, cither quite leave a man ; or elſe are ſo limited, 
by unrefiftable zeceſ/ity, as they loſe the brightnefi they uſe ro-ſhine 
withall, 


Crede mihi miſeros, prudentia prima reliquit, 
Et fenſus cum re, conſiliumque fugit. 
Believe 1t, Wiſdom leaves the man difſtreſt : 
With wealth, both wit and counſel quits the brelt. 


Certainly, extreme poverty, is worſe then abundance. We may be 
good in plenty , it we will ; in biting pemury we cannot , though we 
would. In one, the danger is caſual: in the other, tis neceſſitating. The 
beſt is that which partakes of both, and conſiſts of neither. He that hath 
too little , wants feathers to flie withall : He that hath zoo much, is bur | 
cumbred with too large ##az/e. It a flood of wealth could profit us, it | 
would be good to ſwim in ſuch a Sex : bur it can neither lengthen our 
lives , nor inrich us after the exd . 1 am pleaſed with that Epigram, 
which is ſo like Dzogeres, that it makes him bite in his grave, 

Effuriem, Rex Craſe, tuam, ditiſſime regum, 
Vidit apud Manes Diogenes Cynicns : 

Conſtitit utque procill, ſolito majore cachinno 
Conculſſus, dixit Quid tibi divitie 

Nunc preſunt, Regum Rex 0 ditiſ/ime, cum ſis 
Sicut ego ſolus, me quoque pauperior ? 

Nam quecunque habui, mecum fero, cim nihil ipſe 
Ex tantis tecunt, (reſe, feras opibus. 


When the T#bb'd Cynick went to Hell, and there, 
Found the palc Ghoſt of golden Creſus bare, 

He ſtops, and jcering till he ſhruggs again, 

Sayes ; O thou richeſt Kizg of K:ngs, what gain 
Have all thy large heaps brought thee, ſince I ſpy 
Thee here alone, and poorer now then I> 

For, all I had, I with me bring : bur thou, 

Of all thy wealth, haſt not one farthing now, 


Of what little uſe does he make the »»2e7 of this ſame opulent man? | 
Surely, Efates be then beſt, when they are likeſt 2zindes that be worſt: 
I mean, neither hot, nor c/d : neither diftended with too 2uch, nor 
narrowly pent with too /##le: yer nearer to a plenty then want, Ve 
may beat caſe ina room /arger then our ſelves : in aroomthatis lef; 
we cannot. VWenced not uſe more then will ſerve : but we cannot uſe 
leff. We ee all things grow wiolent, and ftruggle, when wewouldim- 
NN priſon! 
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| priſon them in any thing ſrhen themſelves. Fire, ſhut up,is furious, 
Exhalations inclouded , break out with Thunder . Water compreſled, 
ſpurrerh through the ſtretched ſtr4izer . *Tis harder to contract many 
grains into oxe, then to cauſe many ſpring out ofoxe, Where the chan- 
nel is too little for the floud , who can wonder at the ower-flowing ? 


Quiſquis inops peccat, minor eſt reus, 
He is leſs guilty, that offends for want, 


was the charity of Petronins Arbiter , There is not in the world , ſuch 
another obje&t of pls as the pivched ſtate ; which no man being ſecu- 
red from, I wonder at the Tyrants braves, and contempt. Queſtionles, 
I will rather with charity help him that is miſerable, as 7 may be ; then 
deſpiſe him that 1s poor, as I world not be. They have flinty and ſteeled 
hearts, that can add calamities to him,that is already bur one intire map. 


—_——__— 


XIX. 
Of the Evil in Man from bimſelf, and occaſions. 


Is not ſo much waz? of good, as exceſiof il/,cthat makes man poſt 
to lewdnels. I believe there are parks cnow in the ſoul, to flame 
2 man, to the moral life of vertze : bur that they are quenched by the 
putrid fogs of corruption. As fruits of hotter Countries, tranſ-carth'd in 
colder Climates, have vigour cnough in themſelves to be fruttFnom ac- 
cording to their zatare: bur that they are Þindred by the chilling nips 
of the air, and the ſo;l, wherein they are planted. Surely, the ſoul hath 
the reliqu'd Impreſſs's of Divine Yertne till ſo left within her, as ſhe 
would mount her ſelf ro the Towre of Nobleneſs, but that ſhe is depreſ- 
ſed, by an unpaſlable Thicker of hindrances ; the frailties of the Body; 
the current of the world ; and the Armies of Enemies that continually 
war againſt gondnef, are ever checking the production of thoſe motions, 
ſhe is pregnant with, VVhen we run into zew crimes, how we ſchool 
our Glen when the a is over ? as if (oxſcience had (till ſo much ju- 


many times to _ the company, We are tainto force our ſelves to 
unworthineſs. 


for tranſgreſfing. There are few, that are bad at the firſt, meerly, out 
of their love to wice. There is a zoblenefſin the mind of man, which of 
it {eh, intitles it to the hatred of what is iM.VVho is it, that is ſo bettows- 
leſly ill,as to love wice,becauſe it is vice? Yet we find,there arc ſome fo 
good, as to love goodne fi purely for goedneſi ſake. Nay, vice it ſelf is 1o- 
ved, but for the ſeeming good that it carries with it, Even the firſt ſin, 
chowgh it were (as Saint Auguſtine (ayes) originally from the ſou! : yer 
it was by a wilful blindneff, committed, out of areſpeRto a good, that 
was look't for by it. "Tis the boates contagion, which makes the ſoul le- 
prous. In the opinion that we all hold, ar the firſt infuſing, 'tis forief 
and immaculate ; and where we ſee, there be means to ſecond the pro- 
gre! 30NS 


| 


\frice left; as it would be upright in ſertencing even againſt ir ſelf. Nay |. 


actions run againſt the grain of the wdefiled foul : and, | 
even while we arc a doing them,our hearts chide our hands and tongnes | 


IS | 
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greſſions of it, itflies to a glorious height; ſcorning and weary ot the 


| muddy declining weight of the body. And when we have performed a- 


ny honourable action, how it cheers and lightens it ſelf, and man ? As if 
it had no true joy, but in ſuch things, as tranſcending the ſenſe of the 
druggy fleſb,tended to the blaze,and aſpiring flame of vertwe:Nay,then, 
as 1t the tad diſpatched the intent of her creation, ſhe reſts full, in her 
own approvement,without the weak worlds reedy under-propping. Man 
has no ſuch comfort, as to be conſcious to himſelf, of the noble deeds 
of Vertue . They ſet him almoſt in the Throne of a Deity ; aſcend him 
to an wmeovedneſſ; and take away from him thoſe black fears, that 
would ſpeak him ſtill to be but fragile mar.” Tis the fick and diſeaſed 
ſoul hit drives us unto unlimited paſſors. Take her as ſhe is in her 
ſelf, not dimnv'd and thickned with the miſts of corporality ; then is (he 
a beauty, diſplayed ina full and divine ſweernefs. 


Amat, ſapit, reitt facit, animo quando obſequitur ſus. 
When man obeys his mind, he's wiſe, loves, and does right. 


But rhis is not to be underſtood at _ — the ſame Comediar, 
Dum id mods fiat bono, Nor does it only maniteſt ic ſelf in ir ſe{f,, but 
even over the body too ; and that ſo far, that it even converts it to a 
ſpirituality: making it indetatigable in #ravails, in toils, in wigilancies z 
inſenſible in wonrds, in death,in tortures. 
Omnia deficiunt, animus tamen omnia vincit ; 
Ille etiams wires corpus habere facit : 
Sayes the grand Love-Maſter. 


Though all things want ; all things the -»wd ſubdues, 


And can new ſtrength in fainting feſb infuſe. 


When we find it ſeconded with the prevalent rmcitations of Litera- 
ture and ſweet Morality : how couragious, how comfortable , how 
rowring 1s ſhe ? Socrates calls Nature, the reaſon of an honeſt man : as if 
man, following her, had found a Square, wiicreby to direc his /fe, 
The ſoul thar takes a delight in lewapeſs, is gain'd upon by cuſtom: and 
a'ter an uzdoing, dulling prattice takes 2 joy in that, which art firft did 
daunt with zerrowr. The firſt aZ#s of fin,are tor the molt part :rembling, 
fearful, 3nd full of the bluſh. *Tis the iteration of evil that gives fore- 
head to the foul offender. *Tis cafie to know a beginning ſwearer ;, he 
cannot mouth it like the pradticed man, He oaths it, as a cowardly Fen- 
cer playes ; who as ſoen as he hath offered a blow, ſhrinks back : as if 
his heart ſuffered a kind of wolexce by his tongue : yet had rather take 
a ſtep in Yice, then be Jeft behind for not being in faſbiox. And, though 
a man be plunged in wickedneſs, yet would he be glad to be thought 


good. Which may ſtrongly argue the Intentions of the Soul to be good ; 


chough unable to maturate thar ſeed thar is in it. Nay, and that like a 
kind of Captive , ſhe is carryed by corruption, through beggs, and De- 
ſerts, thar at firſt ſhe fears ro tread upon. Sz at firſt does a little ſtartle 
the &/00a. Yise carries horrogy in her conſidered look, though we find a 


ſhort | 
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ſhort plauſibility, in the preſent imbraces, There is no man, but in his 
ſoul diſlikes a new vice, betore he acts it, And this diſtaſte is ſogeneral, 
that when coz has dull'd the ſexſe ; yet the mind ſhames ro tranſmir 
it ſelfto the rogue ; as knowing, he which holds Texents againſt Na- 
tures Principles , (hall, by ſhewing a quick wit , loſe his honeſt name. 
Goodneſs is not ſo quite extin& in max, but thar he ill aſhes our a 
glimmering light,” in morality. Though vice in ſome ſouls, have got 
the ſtart on her ; yet ſhe makes every mans foxge fight for YVices extiy- 
pation. He that maintains Yice lawtfull, (hall have mankind his Enemy. 
'Tis g4iz, not love to Treaſon, that makes man fall a Traitor. A noble 
deed does bear a-ſþur in it ſclf. They are bad works, that need rewards 
to crane them up withall. I beheve,if we examine Nature,thoſe things 
that have a pleaſure in their performance, arc bad bur by miſ-uſe ; not 
{imply ſo in themſclves. Eating, drinking, mirth,arc ill, but in the man- 
zer, or the meaſure ;, not at all in the matter. Mans wiſdom conſiſts not 
in the »or uſing, bur in the. well #ſing of what the world affords him. 
How to uſe, is the moſt weighty leflon of nav. And of this we fail, for 
want of ſeconding the ſeezs that be in the ſou! : The thorns do firſt 
choke them ; and then;they dwizdle,tor lack of watering. Two things 
I will trongly labour for : To remove annoyance ;, aud to cheriſh the 
growth of budding Vertue. He ſpends his time well, that ſtrives to re- 
duce Natyre to her firſt perfetion. Like a true friend, ſhe wiſhes well 
to 9342, but is grown ſo poor, and faln into ſuch decay, as indeed ſhe is 
not «ble, 1 will help her what I can in the way ;! though of my ſelf, I 
be not able to ſer her ſate in the end : and if it bein ſpiritual things, not 
able ro begin. As'man has nor that free power in himſelf, which firſt 
be had : ſol am far from thinking him ſo dull, to be a patient meerly : 
it was not in the firſt fall ſlazz, bur irrecoverably lamed : debilitated, 
not az#ihilated. Bur whether this be true or no, I think it cannot be 
11, of whatſoever good we do, to give our God the glory or't. 


XX. . 
Of Preaching. 


"He excef which is in the defect of preaching-, has made the Pul- 
pis ſlighted , I mean, the much bad Oratoyy we find it guilty of. | - 
'Tis a wonder tome, how men can preach ſo little, and ſo long : lo lo 
a time, and ſo little matter : as it they thought to leaſe, by the in- 
culcation of their-vain Taxtologies. 1 ſee no reaſon, that: ſo _- 
2 Princefi as Divinity is, ſhould be preſented to the people in the ſora; 
rags of the torgwe:” nor that he- which ſpeaks ' from the Father 
| of languages, ſhould deliver his Embaſſage in an ill one. "A man can 
never ſpeak too well, where he ſpeaks not foo obſcure. Long and dif- 
rended clauſes, are both tedious to the ear, and difficult for their re- 
raining. A-Sentence-well couch'd, takes both the ſenſe and the undey- 
ftanding. 1 love not thoſe Cart-rope ſpeeches, that are longer then the | 
memory of man can fathom,” 1 ſee not, bur that Div4##ty, put into apt | 
Z fron- 
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fegnificants, might raviſh as well as Poetry. The weighty lives men 
find upon the Szage, I am perſwadcd, have been the {ures ro draw away 
the Pulpits followers. We complain of drowzineſs at a Sermon ; when 
a Play of a doubled length, leads us on ill with alacrity. But the. 
faulr is not all in our ſelves. If we ſaw Divinity acted, the geſture and 
variety would as much invigilate. But it is too high to be perſonated 
by Humanity . The Stage feeds both the ear and the eye: and through 
this latter ſexſe,the Soul drinks deeper draughts. Things adted,poſlels us 
more, andare too more retainable, then the paſſable tones of the tongue. 
Beſides, here we meet with more compoſed language : The Dulcia ſermo- 
zis , moulded into curious phraſe ; though 'tis to be lamented , ſuch | 
wits are not ſet tothe right tune, and conſorted to Divinity ; who with- 

out doubt, well deckt, will caſt a far more radiant /ftre , then thoſe 
obſcene ſeurrilities , that the Stage preſents us with , rhough oe'd and 
ſpangled in their gawdieſt tyre . Ar a Sexmon well dreſs'd, what under- 
/tander can have a motion to ſleep ? Divinity well ordered, caſts forth 
a bait, which angles the ſoul into the ear : and how can that cloſe,when 
ſuch a gueſt fits in it > They are Sermors but of baſer metal , which 
lead the eyes toſlumber. And ſhould we hear a continued Oration,upon 
ſuch a Subjc& as the Stage treats on, in ſuch words as we hear ſome 
Sermons, I am confident, it would not only be tar more tedious but 
nauſeous and contemptfull, The moft advantage they have of other pla- 
ces, is, in their good Lives and Aiions ; For 'tis certain, Cicero and 
Roſcius are moſt compleat, when thcy both make but one Man, He an- 


ſ{wcred well, that after often asking, ſaid ſtt1], that Acer was the chic- 
teſt part of an Orator. Surcly, the Oration is moſt powerful, where 
the Toxgwe is diffuſive and ſpeaks in a ative decencie,even in every lim. 
A'good Orator ſhould =_ the ear, allure the eye, and invade the 


mind of his hearer. And this is Sexeca's opinion : Fit words are better 
then fize oxes : I like not thoſe that are 2-judiciouſly made ; but ſuch as 
be expreſſively ſignificant : that lead the wid to ſomething, beſide the 
naked term. And N that ſpeaks thus,muſt not look to ſpeak thus every 
day.A kemb'd Oration will colt both ſweat and the rubbing of the brain. 
And kembd 1 wiſh it, not frizz/ed, nor curd. Divinity ſhould not 
laſerviate. Unwormwooded Feſts | like well ; but they are fitter for the 
Tavern, then the Majeſty of a Temple, Chriſt taught the People with 
Authority. Gravity becomes the Pulpit. Demoſthenes conteſt he became 
an Orator, by ſpending more Oy/ then 1ize. This is too fluid an Ele- 
ment to beget ſubſtantials. wit, procur'd by wire, is; for the moſt part, 
like the fparklzzgs in the cup, when tis filling : they brisk it for amo- 
ment, but dye immediately. I admire the valour of ſome men , that 
before their Studies, dare aſcend-the Pwlpit z and do there take more 
pains, then they have done in their Library. But having done this, I 

wonder not, that they there ſpend ſometimes three hours, but to wea- 
ry the People into ſleep. And this makes ſome ſuch fugitive Divines, 
that-like cowards, they run away from their Text. words are not all, 
nor matter is not all ; nor geſture : yet together, rhey are. *Tis much 
moving 
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moving in an Orator, when the Sou ſeems to ſpeak, as well as the 
rongue. Saint Auguſtine, ſayes Tully, was admired more tor his tomgne, 
then his -zixd ; Ariſtotle more for his muzde; then his tongue : but Plato 
for both . And ſurely, nothing decks an Oration more, then a Twdge- 
ment able well to conceive and utter; I know, God hath choſen by weak 
things, to confound the wiſe : yer I ſce not bur in all times, a waſhed 
Language hath much prevailed. And even the Scriptures, (though I 
know not the Hebrew) yet I belicve they are penn'd 1n a tongue of deep 
exprefſion : - wherein, almoſt every word, hath a etaphorical ſenſe, 
which does illuſtrate by ſome allufioz.. How political is Moſes in his 


lon in his Proverbs? how quaint mo apy amorous in the Canticles? 
how grave and ſolemn in his Eccleſiaſtes > that in the world, there is nor 
ſuch another difle&ion of the wor/d as it. How were the Fews aſtonied 
at Chriſts Doftrine > How cloquent a pleader is Paul at the Bay ? in diſ- 
putation how ſubtle ? And he that reads the Fathers, ſhall find them, 
as if written with a cried per. Nor is it ſuch a fault as ſome would 
make it, now and then, to let a Philoſopher or a Poet, come in and 
wait, and give a Trezcher at this Bazquet . Saint Tarl is Precedent for 
it. I wiſh no man to be zoo dark, and tull of ſhadow. There is a way to 
be pleaſingly plain, and ſome have found it. Nor wiſh I any man to a 


| total negle& of his hearers. Some Stomacks riſe at ſweet-meats, He pro- 


digals a Mine of Excellency, that laviſhes a terſe Oration to an Apron'd 
Auditory. Mercary himſelf may move his #oxg ue in vain, it he has none 
to hear him, but a Nox-intelligent. They that ſpeak to children, al- 
ſume a pretry /jſing. Birds are caught by the counterfeit of their own 
ſbrill notes. There 18 a Magick in the Torgue, can charm the wzlde 
mans motions. Eloquence is 4 Bridle, wherewith a wiſe man rides the 
Menſter of the world, the People.” He that hears, has only thoſe affect;- 
ons that thy rongae Will give him. 


Thou maiſt give ſmiles or tears, which joyes do blot : 
Or wrath to Fndpes, which themſclves have nor. 


You may ſee it in Zucans words : 


Flet, ſi flere jubes, gaudet, gaudere coattm : 
Et te dante, capit Fudex,quum non habet iram. 


I grieve, that any thing ſo excellent as Divinity is, ſhould fall into 
a ſluttiſh handling. Sure,though other interpoſures do echpſe her ; yer 
this is a principal. I never yer knew a good Tongne, that wanted ears to 
hear it. I will hanour her, in her plajz trim : bur I will wiſh ro meer 
her in her gracefull Fewels : not that they give addition to her goodpeſs: 
bur that ſhe is more perſwaſive in working on the foul it meers with. 
When I meet with worth which I cannot over-love, I can well endure 
that Are, which is a means to heighten liking. ConfedZ1ons that are cor- 
dial, are not the worſe, bur the berter for being guilded. 


of 


Pentateuch? How Philoſophical Fob > How maſfie and ſententions is S0-| 
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XX1I. 
Of Reconciling Enemies. 


: Is much ſafer to reconcile an Enemy, then to conquer him. YVidte- 
7y deprives him of his power ; but Reconciliation, of his will : | 
and there is leſs danger in a wil which will zot hurt, then in a powey, 
which caxnor,, The power is not ſo apt to tempt the will, as the will is 
{tudious tofind out means. Befides, an Enemy is a perpetual Spie, upon 
| thy aftions; a watch, to obſerve thy fails, and thy excurſions, All 
which, in time of his Caprevity, he treaſures up, againſt the day of ad- 
vantage , tor the confounding of him that hath been his Dezainer. 
When he is free from thy power, his malice makes him rimble-eyed : 
apt tonote a fault, and publiſh it : and with a ſtrained conſtruttion, to 
deprave thoſe things,thar thy iztents have told thy ſou/arc honeſt. Like 
the Crocodile, he {limes thy way, to make thee fall ;- and when thou 
art down, heinfidiates thy zztrapped Hfe ; and withthe warmeſt bloud 
of thy {fe, fattens his inſulting exvy. Thy wayes he ſtrews with Ser- 
pents and invenomings. Thy wices he ſets, like Pauls, on high : for the 
gaze of the worla,and the ſcatter'd (ity : Thy vertues,like Saint Faiths, 
he placeth under ground, that none may note them, Certainly, *tis a 
miſery to have any Exemte, either very powertull, or very malicious. 
If they cannot wound upon proofs,they will do it yet upon /kelihoods: 
and ſo by degrees and {ly wayes corrupt the fair temper of our Repu- 
tations.” In which, this diſadvantage cannot be helped ; that the Arul- 
titade will ſooner believe them then our ſelves. For Afirmations are 
apter to win belief, then Negatives to uncredit them. It was a Spawn 
ot Machiavel, that a ſlander once raiſed, will ſcarce ever dye, or fail of | 
finding ſome, that will allow it both a harbour, and truſt. The baggage} 
world defireth of her ſelf ro ſcar the face; thar is fairer then ſhe : and 
therefore, when ſhe finds occaſion, ſhe leaps, and flyes then to im< 
bracement of the thing ſhe wiſhed for : where, with aſharp-ſct appe- | 
zite, ſhe quarries on the prey ſhe meets withall. When Sexeca asked 
the Queſtion, Quid eſt homini inimiciſſumum ? Seneca anſwers, Alter | 
Homo. Our Enemies ſtudies arc the plots of our r«ize : nor is any thing | 
left unattempted, which may induce our damage. And many times || 
the danger is the more, becauſe we ſec it not. It our Enemy be Noble, | 
he will bear himſelt valiantly,and ſcorn to give us an advantage againſt 
him : though his own judicious forwardzeff, may put us to the worſe, | 
let his worth perſwadec thee to an atonement. He that can be a worthy | 
Enemy ; will, reconcil'd, be a worthier Friend, Hethat ina juſt canſe, |: 
can wvaliantly fieht againſt thee ;, can in a like cauſe, fight 45 valtantly for | 
thee. It he be unworthy, reconcile him too : though there be nothing 
elſe gain'd, bur ſtilling of a ſcandalous tongue ; even that will be worth | 
tay labour. Ule him as a Friend in outward fairneſi:. but beware him, 
as an Enemy,apt to re-aflume his Arms. He that is a baſe foe,will hard- 
ly be but falſe in friendſhip. Enemies, like Miners, are ever working, 


to blow up our untainted #ames, They ſpit a poyſor, that will freckle | 
| rhe 
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| ſelves with hope. Ve enjoy and boſe together : and then we ſee what 
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the beauty of a geod report : and that fame which is white and pure, they 
ſpot with the pudaled fprayes of the tongue : For, they cannot but Tome- 
time ſpeak as they think : and this S, Gregory will perſwade us to be-, 
lieve : That Humana mens, omnen que inimicun tolerat, etiam ini- 
quum & impium putat : All men think their Enemies ill. It it may be 
done with hozor, I ſhall think it's-work of good diſcretion, to regain 
a violent Adverſary. But todo it ſo,as it puls apoormeſſon a mans (clt ; 
though it be ſafe, is-worſe then to þe conquer'd-in 2 mm47ful conteſtati- 
ex. Friendſhip is not commendable,whenic riſes from difbororable Trea- 
fies. But he that uponiigeed: terms, refuſes a reroncilement , may be 
ſtubborn, but not valiant, nor wiſe. Whoſoever thou art, that wil-| 
fully continueſt an Ezexpy, thou teacheſt him to do thee a miſthief if he 
can. I will think that endevour ſpetit to purpoſe, thateitlicr makes a 
Friend, or unmakes an Enemy. In the one, a Treaſure is won ; in the 
other, a Szege is raiſed, YVhen one ſaid, he was a wiſe King, that was 
kind ro his friends, and ſharp to his E Wemies : Sayes another, He 15s w1- 
ſer, that can retain his friends in their lvve ; and make his Enemies like 
[1 Z. | 


©: RIWPPL . 
Of our ſenſe of abſent Good. 
Urely, the Mad-worm hath wilded all-Humanity ; we ſweat for 
what we loſe, before we knowwe have it. VVe ever dote moſt on 
things when they are warring ; before we poſſe them, we chaſe them 
with an eager run : When we have them, we ſlight rhem : When they 
are goye, we ſink under the wring of ſerrow, tor their of. infatuated 
effate of Man! That the injoyment of a pleaſure, muſt diminith it : 
Thar perpetual uſe muſt make it, like a Pyramide, leticning it (elf by 
degrees, til]\ir grows at laſt to a puniFum, - to 2 nn + Wirh what 
ac heats: does the /ime-rwiz'd Lovey court a deſerving Bean- 
ty > Which, when he obtains, is far ſhort of chat content it promiſed 
him : Yer he again no ſooner /oſes it, bur he aver-efteems it, to an hy- 
perbolical ſum. Preſence drowns, or mightily cools contentment : and 
abſence ſeerns to be a toyture, that afflicts moſt, when molt ſtretched, 
Want teacheth us the worth of things more truly. How ſweet a thing 
ſeems: liberty, to'one immur'd in a caſe of walls ; How dear a jewel is 
health to him that tumbles in diſkewypered bloud? Is it lo, that Pleaſure, ] 
which is an airy conſtitution, cannot be graſped by 2 7ea/ body > Or do 
we ſo empty our ſelves'in the f-aition, thar we do in it, pour out our 
appetites allo> Or is context ſuch a ſlender title, rhat *ris nothing but 
the preſent now ;- fled ſooner then enjoy'd 2 Like the report of a /oud- 
tongu'd Gun, ceas'd afloon as heard, without any thing to ſhew ir 
has been, ſave remembrance only. We defire long, and pleaſe our |” 


we have forgone and grieve . I have known many , that have lov'd 
their dead friends better, then ever they did in their life time. There | 
| is 
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| Clayus poſt genitss © quatenus (ben neſas! ) 


They that firive to chaſe away | 


is (if I have given you the right ſenſe ) a like complaint in the fimexre 
Lyrick. fa | 
O quiſquis velit impias 
Tedes, & rabiem tollere cynicars ; 
Si querit, Pater urbium 
Subſcribi fatuis, indomitam audeat 


Refrenare licentiam, 


Virtutem mcolumem odimuc, 


Sublatam ex ocults Quarimim znrvndi, 


Slaughters and inteſtine Warre : 
That would have dumb Statues fay, 
Theſe their Cities Fathers are : 
Let them their own wilde luſts tame, 
They ſhall not live, till dead.. (O Fate!) 


She dead, we ſigh our widowed ſtate. 


We adore the bleſſings that we are depriv/d of. Aneftateſquander'd 
in a waxton waſte, ſhews bettex inthe m5ff, then while we had the «ſe 
on't, Poſen blunts the chought and apprehenſion. Thinking is prope- 
reſt to that, which is abſent. Weenjoy the preſent : .but we think on 


| future things, or paſſed. When henefits are loſt, the mind has time to 


recount the ſeveral worths : Which, after a conſiderate ſearch , ſhe finds 
to be many more, then the awevemuning poſſeſſion told her of, We ſee 
more in the d:ſcompoſure of a watch, then we can, when'tis ſer together. 
'Tis a true one ; Bleſſings appear not, till they be vaxiſhr. The Come- 
dia was then ſerious, when he writ, Fi = 


/ Tum denique homines noſtra zntelligimus bong, 


Cum que in poteſtate habuimm, ea amifimu, 
Fond men, till we have loſt the goods we had, 
Ve underſtand not what their values were. 


"Tis folly to negle& the preſent z and then,to grieve that we have »e- 
glected. Su Robey docs beſt, that is ceref#l to-preſerve the bleſſings he 
has, as long as he can ; and when they muſt take their leaves, to ker 
them go without ſorrowing, or over-ſumming them.: Vain arc thoſe /4- 
mentations that have no better fruit, then the diſpleaſenting of the ſoul, 


ſhew-the world our weakneſs... I ſpeak but my ſelf a foo/, to do that | 
which 7eaſoz tells mie is woreaſonable, It was the Philoſophers diftate., | 
Thar he which laments the death of a Man,laments;that that Man was | 
a Man. I count it a deed-royal, in the Kingly David, who, began to 


warm his joycs again , when the-Zvfaxts bloud was cold :. ny the 
| reath 
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We envious, hate Tafe Vertues name :- | 


that owns them, I would add a thirtcenth real labour, tothe fegrned| 
|rwelve: or do any thing, that lies in zoble man, to pleaſure or preſerve 
- [the fe of a friend, But dead once ; all that zears. can do, is only to 
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breath which the child loſt, had diſclouded his indarkned heart, 1 will 

apply my folf to the 2 an rs z to preſerve it, to enjoy it; But, never be | 

paſſionate for the loſs of that, which I cannor keeps; nor can regain. | 

When I have a bleſ/izg, 1 will refpect ir, 1 will we it, as ardently-as | 

any 914y. And when "tis gone,l confels;I would grieve as little, And 

this I think I may we// do, yet owe a dear reſþe# to the wemory of that 


I loft. 


XX 180) cvintt © | | 
That no Man tan pe good to all. | 
[ Nevet yet knew any tnan ſo bad, butfome have thought hina hoxe/t, 
and afforded him love. Norever any fo good, bur ſome have though 
him vile; and hated him. Few are fo ſtigmeticad, as that they are not 
honeſt to- (ume. And tew again are fo juſt, as: that they ſeem not 
ro ſome unequal: cither the i2zoramre; the exvy, or the partzality of 
thoſe that judge, do conſtitute a wariors man. Nor, cana man in him- 
ſelt, alwayes appear alike to All. In ſome, Natsre hath inveſted a diſpa- 
rity. In ſome, Report hath fore-blinded Fudgement. And in fſothe, ac- 
cident is the cauſe of diſpoſing us-to /ave, or hare. Oc, if not theſe, the 
variation of the bodies humours. Or,perhaps, not any of theſe. The ſoul 
is often led by ſecret mvtions, and loves, ſhe knows-not why; There 
are impulſive privacies, which urge-us-to a liking, even againſt the | 
Parliamental Acts of the two Houſes, Reaſoz, abd the Common Senſe. 
As if there were ſome hidden beauty, of a more Magperique force, then 
all that the eye can ſee, And this too, more powerfnl. ar one time, than 
another. Undiſcovered influences pleaſe ns now, with what we would 
ſometimes contemn. 1 have come ro the ſame' man, that hath now , 
welcomm'd me with a free expreſſion of love, atd courteſies: and ano- 
ther time hath left me unſa/uted at all. Yer, knowing him well, I have 
been certain of his ſound affet#ior.: and have found this,not an intended 
neplett ; but an indiſpoſedneſs, or, a mind, ſeriouſly buſied within Occa- 
| for: reins the motions of the ſtirring #wind. Like men that walk in their 
ſleeps, we are Icd about, we neither know whither -nor how, I know 
there is a generation, that'do thus, out of pride ; and in ſtrangers, 1 
confeſs, 1 know not how to-diſtinguiſh. For thete is no diſpoſitio, but | 
hath a varmiſht vizor, as well as an urpencilFd face: Sonic people cozent 
the world : ate bad, andte trot thonghtſo. In ſome; thie World 13'66- 
zened : believing then i}l, when they &re fttot. Utileſs ir hath been| 
Ifonic few of 2 Family; Thave khowh the whole cMate: hill of Piſhityes 
(the World) in an eyfor, For, though Repott once verited, like & fone 
{caſt into a Pod, begers circle upon ctcle, til] it n-ccts with the'Barh, 
that bounds it : yet Fame often playcs the Carre; and pes, when ſhe 
ſprings no game. Cenſares will not hold out weight, that have life ofily 
from the Jai cel of the common brain. Why (tiould 1 defenitive 
cenſure any tran;whomt I ktiow bur ſupe7ficially ? 48 if I were 4 Goth, to 
ſee the inward ſoul. Natwre; Art, Report, may all fail : Yea, oftefitimes 
by G — probabi-| _ 
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probabilities. There is no certainty to diſcover Mar by, but Time, and 
Converſation, Enery man may be ſaid in ſome ſort, to have two ſouls ; 
one, the internal mind; the other, even the outward ar of the face, 
and boaies geſture. And how infinitely in ſome ſhall they differ ? I have 
known a weſe look hide a fool within : and a merry face, inhold a diſcon- 
tented ſoul. Cleanthes might well have fail'd in his judgement , had not 
accident have helped him, to the obſcured truth. He would undertake 
to read the mindin the body. Some to try his 5k, brought him a laxu- 
rious fellow, that in his youth, bad been expol'd to royl : ſecing his face 
cann'd, and his hands leather d with a hk Skin, he was at a ſtaxd. 
Whercupon departing, the man ſneezed, and Cleanthes ſays, Now I 
know the man , he is effeminate. For great labourers rarely ſneeze, 
| Tudgement is apt to erre, when it afſeth upon things we know nor. 
Every man keeps his wind, if he lifts, in a Zabyrinth. The heart of 
Man, to Man, is a room #»ſcrutable. Into which, Nature has made no 
certain window, bur as himſelf ſhall pleaſe ro oper. One man ſhews 
himſelf ro mc, to another, he is ſhut up. No man can either /ike all, 
or be liked of all. God doth not pleaſc a, Nay, I thinkit may ſtand 
with Divintty, as men are, to ſay, he cannot, Man is infinitely more 
impotent. I wil _ of every man as I find. If I hear he hath been 
ill to others, TÞ will beware him, but not condemn him, till I hear his 
own Apologte. | 
«i ſatuit aliquid , parte inauditi alters, 
quum lictt ſtatuerit, haud aqums eſt. | 
Who judgment gives, and will but one {ide hear, 
Though he judge right, is nogood Juſticer. 

The Nature of many men is abſtraſe : and not to be eſpi'd, at an 
inſtant. And without knowing this, I know xerhing, that may warrant 
my Sextence. As I will not too far belicve reports from others: So I 
w1ll never cenſure any man, whom I know not znternally; nor cver 
thoſe, bur ſparing, and with modeſty. 


"7 


— 


WET 
That Man ought to be extenfively good. 


Find in the Creation, the firſt bleſſing God gave Man, was, Be fruit- 
f# and multiply. And this I find impoſed by a precepr, not a pro- 
miſe. It being a thing ſo neceſlary, as God would not leave it, but al- 
moſt in an impalfive _ And withall to ſhew us that (even from 
the beginning) 934-5 happineſſſhonld conlift,in obeying Gods commands, 
All men love to live in poſterity. Barrennels is a curſe ; and makes men 
unwilling to dye, Mez, rather then they will want inſuing »»emory, 
will be ſpoken b the hended Statue : Or by the long-laſting of ſome 
inſenſate Monument. When bragging (ambyſes would compare him- 
ſelf with his Father (yrs, and ſome of his flatterers rold him, he did 
excel him : Stay, ſayes Cr&ſw; you arc not his equal, for he left a ſor 
behinde him. As if he were an #perfet? Prince,that leaveth an wnhel- 
| med | 
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med State. When Philip viewed his young ſon Alexander, he ſaid, he! 
could then be content to aye. Concert _ ſurviving name, ſweetens| 
Deaths aloed potion. 'Tis for this, we ſo love thoſe thar are to preſerve 
us in extended ſuccefſions. There was ſomething more in it, then the 

naked jeer, when Ceſar ({ecing ſtrangers at Rowe,with whelps and Mon- 

kies in their indulgent laps) asked , if they were the chil/drez thar the 

women of thoſe Lands brought forth. For he thought ſuch reſpectful 
love, was duc to none, but alelt-extracted of-ring. Nor is this only 

in the baſer part of man, the body; bur even inthe ſagaczons ſoul, The 
firſt AR God requires of a Convert, is Be fruitful. The good mans good- 
refs, lics not hid in himſelt alone : he is ſtill ftrengthening of his wea- 
ker brother. How ſoon would the world and (hriſtianity tail, 1f rhere 
were not propagation both of if and mar > Good works, and good in- 
ſtrattions, are the generative atts of the ſoul : Out of which ſpring new 

poſterity tothe Church and Goſpel. And I am perſwaded, to be a means 
ot bringing more to heaven, is an inſeparable defire of a ſoul, that is 
rightly fared. Good men, with all that. they converſe withall, in good- 
neſs, tobe like themſelves. How ungratetully he ſlizks away,that dyes 
and does nothing, to refle& a glory to Heaven > How barren a tree he 
is, that /zves, and ſpreads, and cambeys the ground ; yer leaves not one 
ſeed,not one good work,to generate another after him ? I know all can- 
not leave alike ; yet, all may leave ſomething, anſwering their propor- 
tien, their kindes, They be dead, and withergd grains of Corn, out of 
which, there will not one Ear ſpring. The Phyſitiar rhat hath a Sove- 
raign Recepit, and ayeth ncocling it;robs the-wor/d of many bleſſings 
which might »zultzply after his death : Leaving this ColleZtior, a truth 
to all ſurvivers, Thar he did good to others, but to do himſclt a grea- 
ter. Which, how contrary it is to Chriſtianity, and the Nature of ex- 
plicative Love , I appeal to thoſe minds where Grace hath ſown more 
Charity. Yertae is diſtributive, and had rather pleaſure many with a! 
{elf-injury, then bury benefits that might pleaſure a multitude. 1 doubr 
whether ever he willfind the way to Heavez, that deſires to go thither 
alone. They are envious Favorites, that wiſh their Xizgs to have no 
| loyal Subjetts, but themſelves. All heavenly hearts are charitable In- 
lightaed ſouls cannot but diſperſe their rayes. I will, if I can, do ſome- 
thing for others, and heavez ; not to deſerve by it : butto expreſs my 
ſelf, and my thanks. Though I cannot do what I would, I will labour 
to do what I car. | 


—— 


XXY. 
Of the horror Sin leaves behind. 


N* willing Sz was ever iu the at# diſpleaſing ; yet, is it not ſooner | 
| V paſt, then diffaſfful. Though pleaſure merries the Senſes for a 
while : yet horror after vulturcs the unconſuming heart ; and thole | 
which carry the molt pleaſirg taſts, fit us with the largeft reluttations. | 
Nothing ſo ſoon, can work ſo ſtrange a change : Now, in the height of | 
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|.is the difference : Gratitude, and good amature, may ſometimes make 


{az ! that having fo often experimented his jagg ime, wilt yet believe 
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delight ; Now, in the depth of horror. Damned Satay { that with. Orphe- 
an airs,and dextrous warbles, \ead'ſt us to the Flames of Hell : and then, 
with a contempt dcrideſt us. Like a cunning Courtizan, that dallics the 
Ruffian to undo himſclt; and then payes him with a fleer, and ſcorn. 
Or, as ſome men will do to a deſired beauty, vow, .and promiſe thar, 
in the heat of paſſion, which they never mind to ſtand unto. Herein only 


——— 


them peritert, and ſeek ſome way to ſarisfie ; whereas, he that yiclds 
to the woojrg Devil, does but more augment his tyranny. For when 
we meet witi2 22 poble ſpirits, the more obedience,is a cauſe of the worſer 
uſe. How often, and how infinitely are we abuſed ? with what Maſques | 
and Triamphs are we led to deſtrution > Fooliſh, beſotted, degenerate 


his fitions, and his turſed Aires : as if he had not many wayes to one 
deſtroying end : or could bring thee any pleaſure, and in it not aim art 
thine overthrow. Knowelt thou not, that he ſows his zares by night ; 
and in his Baits, hides all he knows may hurt thee? Are not all thoſe 
delights he brings us, like zraps we ſet for Vermine, charitable, but to 
ki11? Does he not firſt pitch his z0i/s, and then train us about to 7- 
ſnare us? He ſhews us nothing but a zZempring face ; where he hath 
counterfeited Natares excellencygand all the graces of a modeſt counte- 
nance ; While whatſoever is zxfettive, is vailed over with the exacteſt 
areſs of comelineſs. When our ſouls thirſt after pleaſure, we are call'd as 
Beaſts with fodder to the ſlaughter-houſe : or as Boyes catch Horſes with 
provender in their hands to ride them. 11] atttons are perpetual pertnr- 
bations : the puniſhment that tqllows, is tar more grievons,then the per- 
formance was delightful : and the guilt is worſe then the puniſhment. 


Eſtque pati panam, quam merniſſe, minus. 
The moſt ſmart is, to think we have deſerv'd it. 


Fle give you the Story. A Pythagorear bought a pair of Shooes upon 
truſt ; che Shoowaker dycs : the Philoſopher 1s glad , and thinks them 
gains: buta while after, his coxſciexce twitches him, and becomes a 
perpetual chzaer : he repairs to the hoyſe of the dead, calts in his money, 
with theſe words ; There, take thy due, Thou leueſt to me, though dead to 
all beſide. Certainly, ill gotten garns are far worſe then /ofſes with preſer- 
ved honeſty. Theſe grieve but once, the other are continually grating 
upon our quict. He diminiſhes his own contentment, that would add | 
to it, by wnlawfulneſi; looking only on the beginning, he thinks not to 
what end, the end exterderh. Tis indiſcretion that is Hare-ſighted. 


O Demea, iſtuc eſt ſapere, non quod ante pedes modo eſt 
Videre ; ſed etiam illa que futura ſunt proſpicere. 

I tell thee Demen, Wiſdom looks as well, 

To things to come as thoſe thar preſent are. 


This differenceth a wiſe man and afool. The firſt, begins in the end; 
the other exds in the beginning. I will take a part of both, and fix one | 
ewe | 
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eye on the AF, another on the Confequence. So it I ſpy the Devil be 
> ar in the following train, I will thut the dore again(t the pleaſure 


——— 


EX? YH 
Of | Man's ImperfeFlion. 


F my ſe{f,what can 7 do-without the hazard at erring? Nay,whatr 

F can 1 think?Nay,whart can 7 zot do,or not think?even my belt buſt- 
neſs, and my beſt vacancy,arc works of offence and error, Ulncomtortable 
conſtitution of man ; that canſt not bur be bad, both in atoz, and forbea- 
rance, Corruption mixcth with our purcft devetions:and not to periorm 
them,is-xeglecF, When we think not of God atall, we are z»2pz0xs, and 


ungrateful : when we do, we are not able to think aright. In, feition 


ſ{wayes in all the weak diſpatches of the palfied ſoul. It the Devil be ab- 
ſent, our own fra#{ties are his tempting deputies, It thoſe forbear, the 
Meretricious wo/ld claps our cheeks,and fonds us to a cozering fail. So 
which way ſocver we turn, we areſure to be bi#tezx with the one, or 
the other head of this Cerberus. To what can.we intend our ſelves, 
wherein there is not a Dev// to intrapus 2 It we pray, how he caſts in 
| | wandring thoughts, or by our eyes, ſteals away our hearts, to ſome 
other object then God 1 It we hear, he hath the ſame policy, and prejud;- 
cates our opinion with the Mar, or part of his dottrixe. It we read, he 
perſwades us to let Reaſon judge, as well as Faith : So, meaſuring by a 
falſe rule, he would make us believe, Divinity is much ſhort of what 
ir/hews for. If wc do good works,tre would poyſox them with Phariſaiſm, 
and makes us, by ever-valuing, loſe them. If we do z/l, he incourages 
us to a continuance : and at lalt accuſes us. It nothing, we xeglett the 
good we ſhould do. It we fleep, he comes in dreams, and wantonneth 
the iLinclining ſoul. It we wake, we mil-ſpend our time or, at beſt, 
dogord, not well. So,by bad circumſtances poyſon a well intended prin- 
ciple. Even Actions of neceſſity, we diſpatch not without a ſtain ; we 


Natnre, but to over-charge her, and to venereate the unbridled ſpirits, 
As a Mill-wheel is continually turn'd round, and ever drenched with 


fixs. Like Arrows4hot in mighty windes, we wander from the Bow 
that ſent us. Sometime we Pink we do things well : but when they 
are paſt, we are ſenſible of the 7ra»ſppreſſion. We progrels inthe wayes 
of Yice, and are conſtant in nothing, bur perpetual ſending, You may 
ſce the thoughts of the whipping Saryrift, how divine they are : 
Nobilis, & varia eſt ferme natura malorum : 
Cum ſcelus admittunt, ſupereſt conſtantia: quid fas, 
Atque nefas tandem intipiunt ſentire, perabtis 
Criminibus : tamen ad mores natura recurrit 
Damnatos fix, & mutari neſcia : nam quits 
Peccandi finem poſuit ſibi> quando recepit 


Ejettum 


ir ſelf, though it comes like a Zora, under a pretexce of honvuring me. | 


drink to exceſf; and the drowning of the brain. We eat, not to (atisfie | 


2 new ſtream : ſoarc we alwayes hurried with ſuccefſions of varioms | 
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Ejettum ſemel attritz de fronte ruborem ? 

Quiſnam hominum eſt, quem tu contentum videris uno 

Flagitio!? _ 

Nature is motive in the queſt of ill : 

Stated in miſchief : all our ableſt skill 

Cannot know rizht from wrozg, till wrong be done : 

Fixt Natnare, will to condemn'd cuſtoms run 

Unchangedly. Who to his fizs can ſet 

A certain end > When hath he ever me: 

Bluſhes once from his hardned forehead thrown ? 

Who is it fins, and is content with one ? 
Surely there will not a az be found, that is able to anſwer to theſe 
queries, Thcir fouls have cieled eyes, thar can fee nothing bur perfe&i- 
on, in their own /abexrs. It is not to any man given, abſolutely to be 


| abſolute. I will not be too forward in cenſuring the works of others ; nor 


will I ever do any, that I will not ſubmit to judgmenr, and correttion : 
yet ſo, as I will be able to give a 7eaſor, why I have order'd them, as 
the world ſees. 


XXVII. 


—— — - - 


Of curioſity in Knowledge. 


NyOen'ns wraps 4 man in ſuch a miſt of Errors, as his own curi- 
fity, in ſearching things beyond' him. How happily do they 
live, that know nothing , but what is zeceſſary > Our knowledge 
doth but ſhow us our 2zoraxce. Our moſt ſtudios ſeratiny, is but 
2 diſcovery of what we cannot know, We ſee the effef# , but cannor 
gueſs at the cauſe, Learning is like a River, whole head being far in the 
Land, is, at firſt riſing little, and eaſily viewed : but, ſtill as you go, it 
gapeth with a wider bank : not without pleaſure,and delightful win ing; 
while it is on both ſides ſet with zrees, and the beauties of various 
flowers. Bur ſtill the further you follow it, the deeper and the broader 
"tis ztill ar laſt, it 2zwaves ir ſelf in the wfathows'd Ocear ; There you 
ſee more water ; but no ſhore,no end of that liquid fluid vaſtnefs.” In ma. 
ny things we may ſound Nature, in the ſhallows of her revelations. 
We may trace her to her ſecond cauſes ; but beyond .them, we meet 
with nothing but the puzz/e of the ſoul, and the dazle of the minds dim 
ezes. While we ſpeak of things that are, that we may 4:ſſe?, and have 


| power, and ears to find the cauſes, there is ſome pleaſure, ſome certain- 


ty. Bur, when we come to Metaphyſicks, to Jong buried Antiquity, and 
unto wareveal'd Divinity,we are in 2 Sea,which 1 deeper then the ſhort 
reach of the line of Man, Much may be gained by ſtudrous inquiſition , 
bur more willever reſt, which Maz cannot diſcover. I wonder at thoſe, | - 
chat will aflume a knowledge of all ; they are unwiſely aſhamed of ay ig- | 
norance , Which is not —_— "Tis no ſhame for man not to 
know that , which is not in his poſſ#bility. Ve fill the world with cruel 
brawls, in the obſtinate defence of that, whereof we might _ more 
0n00r, 
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honogr confeſs our ſelves to be ignorant. One will tell us our Sawiours 
d;ſputations among the Dottors. Another, what became of Aoſes do- 
dy. A third, in what place Paradiſe ſtood : and where is local Hell. 
Some will know Heevez as perfe@ly, as it they had been hurried abour 
in every Sphear : and I thint chey may. Former VVriters would have 
the Zones inhabitable ;. we find them by experience, temperate. Saint 
Auguſtine would by no means indufe the Artipodes : 
nothing more certain. Every Age both confates old Errors, and be- 
gets ew. Yet ſtill are we more zztang/ed, and the further we go, the 
nearer we approach 2 Ssz that blixdes us. He that went furtheſt in 
theſe things, we tind ending with a cexſure of their vanity, their vexa- 
tion, *Tis queſtionable, whether the progref# of Learning hath done 
more hurt, or good, whether rhe aknbhewn not made more Que- 
ftions then they have decided; where have we ſuch peaceable,and flou- 
riſhing Common-wealths, as we have found among thoſe, which have 
not ſo much as had tte knowledge of Letters > Surely, theſe fraitlefi 
and enigmatique þ m4 are bones the Devil hath caſt among us, that 
while we ſfreve for a vain congueſt,in theſe Foyes we forget the prize we 
ſhould run for. The Hwusbandmaz that looks not beyond the Plough, 
and the Sythe, is innuch more quiet, then the dzvided brain of the St4- 
tiſt, or the Scholar. Who will not approve the judgement of our Me- 
dern Epigrammatiſt ? : 

Tudice me, ſoli ſemperque perinde beats 

Sunt, quicungque ſcitnt omnia, quique nihil. 

If I may judge, they only ha ſhow, 

Which = m., ockinn, 334 as 6 | things know. 


In things whereof I may be certain, I will /aboxr to be inſtraited. Bur, 
whebt 1 come where 7eaſor loſerh her ſe/f; I will be content with reti- 
ring admiration. Why ſhould I rack my brains, for unprofitable im- 
poſſibilities > Though I cannot know how muchis hid; 1 may ſoon 
judge what may be diſcovered. 


— __ 


—_ — 


XXV1I II. 
Of being Overvalued. 


: Is an inconvenience for a Manto be counted wiſer then ordinary. 


riors are. For, their opinion of his piercing judgment, makes them to 
diſſemble themſelves ; and firs them with a care, not only ro hide their 
defeits, but ro ſhew him only, the beſt of themſelves. Like ill comple- 
x:0u# d women, that would fain be miſtaken for fair ; they paint moſt 
cunningly, where they know a blewiſb, or skar ; eſpecially, when they 
arc to z2xcounter with rhoſe,that be naturally beautiful, worth inothers, 
and defet# in our ſelves, are two motives,that induce us to the guilding 
of our own imperfeitions. When the Sun-bak'd Peaſant gocs to feall it! 
with a Gentleman, he waſbes, and bruſhes, and kerfies himſelt in his Ho-: 


_by-day 


we are now of |. 


If he be a Superior, it keeps him from diſcerning what his ife- | 


| 47 
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| ly-day cloathes. When the Gentlemen comes to him, he does five-up|* 
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his homely houſe, and covers his clayed floor, with the freſhneſs of a ruſby 
carpet ©: and all is, that he may appear as above himſelf; while he is to 
meet with one that is ſo indeed. 1t he be an equal, men are fore-opini- 
o#7 d of him for a politick man : and in any matters of weighty commerce, 
they will ſtudy how to be more cautelous of him, than they would of 
an wzeſteemed man. So he ſhall be ſure to conclude nothing, bur upon 
harder coxditions for himſelf. General Fames warn us to adviſed co- 
traits, He that is to play with a cunning Fercer, will heed his wards, 
and Advantage more ; who, were he to meet with one wnskilfnl, he 
would zeglet?, or not think of them. Strong oppoſition teaches oppoſition 
to be fo. I have ſcena riſing Favorite laid at, to betrod in the duſt : 
while the ##xoted 22a7, hath paſs'd wirh the greater quiet, and garmn: 
Report both makes Jealoufies where there are noxe,and increaſeth thoſe 
that there are. It he be an inferionr, he is often a man of anwelcome ſo- 
ciety. He is thought one of foo prying an obſervation : and that he /ooks 
further into our a&#7ors, then we would have him ſearch. For there be 
few, which do not ſometimes do ſuch ations, as they would not have 
diſcretion ſcan. Integrity it (elf, would not be awed with a blabbing 
Spie. I know, the obſerver may fail as well as the other : bur we all 
know Watures tobe ſo compoled, 
Aliena melius ut videant, & judicent, quam ſua. 
That they ſce more of others then their own. 

We judge of others, by what they ſhould be : of our ſclves, by what 
we are, No man has preemirence, but withes to preſerve it in unpru- 
ned tate ; which while an iferiour notes of imperfettion, he thinks, 
doth ſuffer detriment : ſo he rather ſeek to be id, of his company, then 
deſires to keep himyas the watch of hi wayes, Let me have but ſomuch 
wiſdom, as may orderly manage my ſelf, and my means ; and I ſhall 
never care to be digited, with a That zs He. I with, not to be eſteemed 
wiſer then uſual : They that are fo, do better in concealing it, then in 
_ the world, I hold it a greater injury-to be over-valued, then an- 
der. For, when they both ſhall come to the zouch, the one ſhall riſe 
with praiſe, while the other ſhall decline with ſhame. The firſt hath 
more incertain'd hoxor; bur leſs ſafety : The latter is humbly ſecure;and 
what is wanting in rezown, is made upin a better blefſing,quier. There 
is no detrattion worle then to over-praiſe a man, For whileſt his worth 
comes ſhort of what report doth ſpeak him : his own a&ions are ever 
giving the He to his hozonr. 
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77:4 
That Miſ-conceit has ruin'd Man. 


(8 own follies have been the only caxſe, to make our lives uncom- 
fortable. Our error of opinion , our cowardly fear of the worlds 
worthleſs cenſure, and our madding after eld gold, have bram- 
bled the way of Yertze, and made it far more difficult then indecd ir 

is. 
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is. Yertue hath ſuffered moſt by thoſe which ſhould upbold her: That 
now we feign her to be, not what ſhe #&,bur what our fondneſs makes 
her, a Hill almoſt unaſcendable, by the roughneſs of a crapgy way. 
We force indurance on our ſelves, to wave with the wanton tail of 
the world : We dare. not do thoſe things that are lawful, left the! 
wandying world mil-conftrue them : As if we were to look more to; 
what we ſhould be rhought, than to what we ſhould reſobvedly be. As 
if the Poet writ azztruth, when he tells bis fiend, that, | 


Virtus, repulſe neſeia ſordide, 
Intaminat#s fulget honoribas : 
Nec ſumit, aut ponit ſecures 
Arbitrio popularis Aur. 
Vertue, muddy ceuſures ſcorning, 
With unſtained, Hezour ſhines : 
Without wwlgar breath's' ſuborning, 
Takes the Throne, aud (own relignes. 


Nor does ſhe live in pezury; as ſome have il} imagined : though 
the ag nd yer —_ in Paradiſe : ' and there is the 
ris of joy, youthful in perpernal life. Vertne 1s a competent fruition 
x lewfel leafare ; which we may well uſe fo fer; fs brings not 
any evil in the ſequel. How many have thought it the Swmmwrs boxum? | 
Antifthenes was of opinion, that it had ſufficient inie, ro make a| 
man perfe&ly happy: to the attaining" of which, hewanred nothing 
bur a Sworatique ſtrength, Shall we think Goodnefi to be the height of 
pleaſure in the other world, and ſhall we'be ſo mad, as to think tr 
here the fufſerance of miſery > - Surely *rwas none of Gods intent, to þ 
fquare mar out for forraws. In our'ſal/utes, in our prayers, we wiſh 
and invoke heaves for: the happineff of our friends : and ſhall we be fo 
unjuſt,” orifo. uncharitabley as to withhold ir from our ſelves * Ag 
if we fhauld make-it'a faſbiov, to be kind abracd, and diſcourtequs 
at —— - roms mo os ) pagan ara 
the pleaſing defores of Nature ;, ſoas they infringe not Religion, hurt | 
bent anr v5 or the: commerce of humane Aran, our res a faculry 
peculiar to Aer: yer asif it. were given us for inverſion, no creature 
lives ſo ſo diſiowfolate.” Why ſhould we deny to uſe that 
lawfully, which N«tewehiath made for plefurt in imyhoynent? Vertue 
hath neither fo crabbed'a face, nor fo auftere 2 loot; as we make her. 
"Tis the wwi#/d, char ohoaking vp the 'way, does rggedthar which is 
narurally' ſaoothey.-» Flow happy 8nd how healthfuP" do thoſe” rhiny 
live, chat follow harmleſs Nutwet They weigh not what'is 3 
are intefit on the preſer; and never ſolicitous of what is to/-come : 
They we«bercer pleaſed with compenient food then dainty : and that 
they (ear nov to ditemper, but ro nouriſh, ro ſatifie, They are well 
arayed with-what Nathro has giveti them : and for roywenr, they arc 
never clad i rhe ſpoils of others ; bur the Flies, rhe'Beufts, whe Fiſhes, 
may, forall chem, welcome Age it _ own'' Silks, wmols , _ 
CY | | Scariets, 
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Scarlets, They live like Children, innocently ſporting with their 2o- | 
ther, Nature : and with a pretty kind of harwleſneſs, they bang} upon | 
her #urſing breaſt, How rarcly tind we any dſeaſed, bur by L-mans 
miſ-uſing rhem ? Orherwiſe, they are ſound and ancomplaining. And | 
this Lle.dnef they have here above Mar.; that never ſceking to be | 
more than Nature meant them, they are much nearer to the happineſs 
of their firſt effate ; Whercin this, I confeſs, may be ſome reaſon : 
Man was curs'd for his own fin: they but for the ſin of Man: and 
{therefore they decline leſs into worſe, in this the crazed age of the” 
world : Whereas, Mar is a daily multiplyer of his owh calamites : 
and what art hiſt #24id him, docs conſtantly increaſe his woes ; Search, 
and ſelf-preſuwption. He hath ſought means to wind himſelt out of 
miſery, and 1s thereby implunged to more. He hath left Yertue which 
the Stoicks have defined to be hoxeſt Nature ; and is lanched into by- 
| devices of his own ingiddied brain : nor do I ce, bur that this defini- 
tion may hold with true Religzor. For that docs not aboliſh Nature, 
but re&tihie ir, and bound it. And though Mar at firlt fell deſperately, | 
| yet we read not of any Law he had to - by, more than the 1-ſtintt 
of Natwre, and the remnant of Gods Image in him, till Aoſes time : 
Yet. in.that time, -who was it.that did teach Abel.to do Sacrifice >. as 
if wc ſhould almoſt þelievezthat Nature could figd out Revigren. Bur 
when ar (once faln) was by degrees'grow to. a beight:of prevars- 
cation : Then God commanded Moſes, to. give them. rules,-16 check 
the madding of their raging minds. Thus, . God made Man righteous; 
bur he ſought out' vain Inventions; . among all which, ;none thath 
more befooled him, than the ſetting up of Gold: For. now, (riches 
| ſwaying all) they that ſerve Yertae, like-thoſe-of another Fatior, are 
puiht ar by thoſe that run-wicth the gexeral ſtream. Incogiable cale- 
| zity of Man; that muſt make that for the-hinges of his\/zf#.-to turn 
on, Which necd not in any thing be conducent-to. it. 'I appland char 
inthe weſtern Inajes ; where the Spaniard bath: conquer'tt:;:; whoſe 
Inhabitants eſteemed gold, but as it was wrought,into-necelſary.weſſels; 
and that no more, than they would alike :of 4ny- inferiour, xactal ;, | 
eltceming more- of the commeatouſneſs, than they did; of the'thingar | 
ſelf. Is it not miſerable, that we ſhould ſer up ſuch an 4d#/; as ſhould 
deſtroy our happineſs ? And, that Chriſtians ſhould reach Heather:to | 
undo themſelves by  covetouſneſs | How. happily-they livid in Spazr, | 
till fire made ſome Adountains vomit Gold ! and: what miſerable dzſ- 
cords followed after, Fives upon Auguſtine doth; report. \Itthis were 
ut down, Yertwe might then be Queen again. Now, 'wecangin. ſerve 
r.aswe ought, without the leave of this! Godling. Her acccls; is 
more difficult, becauſe we mult go about recome co hev :As when | 
an Vſurper hath depoſed the riehefal King | thoſe that-wobuld ſhew 
their love..to the-2xwe oe, cither dare- wot, or rannot, for tear. of ahe 
falſe ones might. Some things I muſt do that 1 would not'zi:a$hbeing 
one among the reſt, that are inyolved in the general necefſity.! Burin 
thoſe things wherein I may be free from impugning the. Ziaws of, Hw- 


manity, | 
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manity, 1 will never deny my [elf an honeſt ſolace, for fear of an airy 
cenſure. Why ſhould another mans injuſtice breed my unkindneſs to 
my ſelf> As for gold, Turely the wor/d would be much happier, if 
there were no ſuchthing in it. Bur ſince 'tis now the Fourtaiz whence 
{all things flow, I will care for ir, as I would for a Paſs, to travel 
the world by, without begging. If I have none, I ſhall lave ſo much 
the more miſery ; becanſs cuſtom hath plaid che fool," in making tr 
material, when it needed nor. 
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XXX. 
Of Women, 


| "Ome arc ſo #ncharitable; as to think all women bad : and others are 
4.) fo ctedulous, as they believe, they all are good. Sure, rhough 
every man ſpeaks as he finds ; there is reaſon to dire& our opinion, 
withour experience of the whole Sex : which in a ſfrid# examination, 
makes more for their honor, then moſt men have acknowledged. Ar 
firſt, ſhe was created his Equal ; only the difference was in the Sex : 
otherwiſe, they both were Mar. If we argue from the Text, that 
male and female made man : ſo the men being pur firſt, was worthier. 
I anſwer, Ss the evening and the morning was the firſt day : yer few 
will think the ihr the berter That Mar is made her Governogr, and 
ſo above hey , 1 believe rather the puniſhment of hey ſin, then the Pre- 
rogative of his worth. Had they both*ſtood, ir may be thought, ſhe 
had never been in that ſubjetFioz : for then ir had been no curſe, bur 
a continuance of her former eſtate ; which had nothing bur bleſſedneſs 
init. Peter Martyr indeed is of opinion, 'that »zar before the fall,had 
priority. But Chryſoſtom, he (ayes, does doubt it, All will grant her 
body more admirable, more beautiful then Mans : fuller of curioſities, 
and Noble Natures wonder : both for torceprion, and foſtering the pro- 
ducted birth. And can we think God would put a worſer ſoul into a 
better body > When Man was created, *tis ſaid, God made man : but 
when woman, *tis ſaid, God builded hey-; as if he had then been abour 
a frame of rarer Rooms, and more. exat# compoſition, | And, without 
doubt, in her body, the is much-more wonderfid : and by this, we 
may think her ſoin her mind. Philoſophy tells us, Though- the ſox! be 
not cauſed by the body ; yet in the general it follows the remperament | 
ofit : ſo the comelieſt ont-ſides, are naturally (tor rae moſt part) wer- 
tuous within. If plage.can be any. priviledge ; we ſhall find her built 
(in Paradiſe, when Man was made-withowt it, 'Tis.certain, they are 
by coxſtitutzon colder then rhe boyling Man: fo by this, more tempe- 
rate ; "tis heat that tranſports ar to immoderation and furie ; *tis 
that, which hurries him-to a ſavage and {ibidinows wiolence, women arc 
naturally the more wodeſt : and modeſty is the ſeat and dwelling place of 
Yertue. hence proceed the moſt abhorred willanies, bur from a 
maſculine nnbluſhing impudence > What a deal ofifweetneſs do we find 
in a mild diſpoſition? When a woman grows bold and daring, we! 
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diſlike her, and ſay, ſbe s too like aman : yer in our ſetves, Wwe mag- 

nifie what we condemn in her, 1s nat this zjuſtice? Every mas is lo 

'much the better, by how much hc comes neater to God. Mar in no- 

thing is more like Him ; then in being merciful. Net woman is far | 
| more werciful then Map: It being a ſex, wherein pity and compaſſion 

have diſpers'd far brighter rayes. God is ſaid to be Love ; and I am 

ſure, every where woman 1s Roken of for tranſcending in that quality. | 
It was never found, bur in two mer only, that their loye exceeded 
that of the feminine ſex: and if you obſerve them, you ſhall find, 
they were both of zzelting diſpoſitions. I know, when they prove bad, 
they are a ſort of the wileſt creatures : Yer ſtil] the ſame reaſon gives 
ir: for, Optima corrupta peſſima : The beſt things corrupted, become 
the worſt. They are things, whoſe ſouls arc of a more ductible temper, 
then the harder metal of 24 : ſo may be made both better and wor ſe. 
The Repreſencations of Sephocles and Emripides may be both true : 
and for the ftougue-vice, talkativeneſs, I ſee not, but at meetings, men 
may very well vie words with them. *Tis true, they are not of ſo tu- 
muttuous a ſpirit, fo not ſo fit for great attions. Natural heat does 
more aQuate the ſtirring Germs of Mar, Their calic Natures make' 
them ſomewhat more wpreſolute ; whereby men have argued them of 
fear and inconſtancy. But men have alwayes held the Parliament, and 
have enacted their own wills, without ever hearing them ſpeak : and 
then how ealie is it to conclude them guilty > Belides, Education 
makes more difference between men and them, then Natyre : and, 
all their «ſperſions are leſs noble, for that they are only from their 
Enemies, Men. Diogenes ſnarled bitterly, when walking with another, 
he ſpyed two women talking, and ſaid, See the Viper aud Aſp are chan- 
ging poyſon. The Poet was conceited that ſaid, After they were made 
| il, har God made them fearful, that Man might rule them ; otherwiſe 
they had been paſt dealing with. Catullys his concluſion was too general, 
| to colle& a deceit in all women, becauſe he was not confident of his 
own. 


l - Null ſe dicit mulier mea nubere malle 
I Quam mihi : nox fi- ſe Fupiter ipſe petat. 
Dicit : ſed 'mulicr cupido quod dicit amantt, 
In vento & bes fſeribere oportet aqud. 
My Miftris ſwears, ſhe'd leave all men for me : 
Yea, though that Fove himſelf ſhould Suiter be. 
She ſayes it: but what women (wear to kind 
Loves, may be writ in rapid ſtreams and wind. 


I am reſolved to honour Yertue, in what ſex ſocver I find it. And 
I think, in the general, Iſhall find it more in women, then men ; 
though weaker, and more izfirmly gaarded. I believe, they are better, 
and may be brought to be worſe. Neither ſhall the faults of many, 
make me w7charitable to all: nor the goodneſs of ſome, make me cre- 
duloxs of the reff. Though hitherto, I confeſs,1 have not found more 
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yet of theſe, I have not tound 4 awmber, , 


ſweet and conſtant goodneſs in Many then 1 have faund in women : and |' 


a 4 4 . om———_ — yY 
TT — 


XXXL 345 1121) 2908 


4 


\\ Oh 2110 
ax befall Wir the 


Pheral 


: 2s if we had laid up the zrg 
maveable hold of «nother. The Soul _ 'doffiich an ative xatare, 
that *tis impoſſible bur it muſt aſſume Cantien | 
in : We ſeldome find any, without peculiar de/ 
thing ; though wariows, as their faxcies lead. 
| Learning, Muſick,' da all find. their ſeveral wotaries: who, if they 
fail in their ſoals wiſhes, mourn immoderately, Navid had his Abſalon: 
Hannahs wiſh was children : Hamans thirſt was Hononr : Achitophel 
took the glory of his Connſel. Who would haye thought, thar rey 
could, for the miſs of theſe, have expreſſed ſuch exceſſive paſſions ? 
Who would have believed, that one negleRion of his Counſel,would 
have truſs'd up Achitophel in a voluntary Halter > We. then begin to 
be miſerable, when we are totally bent on ſome one remperal jets 
Whar one ſublanary Center is there, which is able to receive the 
circles of the ſpreading ſoul ? All that we find here, 1s too narrow, and 
too little, for the patent affeitions of theind. If they could afford us 


happineſs in their poſſeſſion, it were not then ſuch hy oy ta inleagne 


our ſelves with an ##dividable have: but,being they cannot. make us 
truly happy in theis injoying ; and may make us miſerab/c by their par- 
Fing ; it will be beſt, -not to concenter All our rayes upon hem ” 
how many. ridicu/ous pdf es do they precipitate L Ju yes, that 
dote upon a Roſey face? Who looks not upon Dide, with a kind of 
ſmiling pity, if Virgil's Poetry does not injure her with /ove to near, 
rather then tell the truth of herhare ro 7arbas. — 6 
Uritur infelix Dido, rwt4aq; wag atur | 

Urbe furens: qualis conjetF#,Cerva fagitti ; 

Quem-procul incautam nemor imer Creſfia frxit 

Paſtor agens telis, 5 wt, : volatile ferrum \ 

Neſcius : ills fugh fybuas ſabaeg; peragres . 

Ditteos : heret laters Lethalis arwndse. — 


# 


Loft Dido wanders 3 like ſome. Deer that firayes, * 


| 
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Scorch'd in fierce flames, through Cities ſeveral wayes, |} 
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| 1:3": ind unawites;” by ſome rude Shepherds Dart, 


F242 by his chztdiſbzeſs; which _— have been ſound in the 


 ceffecy, that the failing of one aim ſhould periſþ us. Who, thar cannot 
(wum well; wonltd with one ſmall thred, hazard himfelt in the faith- 
leſs and unſounded Sea ? How pleaſantly the wiſe Max laughs at that, 
which makes the Lady weep ; The death of her little Dog > The loving 
part tn, her, wanted an obje& :'ſoplay, and lapping on it, made her 
place it there : and that ſo deeply, thar ſhe mult” bedew her yes at 


the farewell, which while we had, we knew was not alwaies to ſtay 
nor could (if we fo pleas'd not) thieve the leaſt wire from us. ' He is 
unwiſe, thart lers' his tight pleer'clap his wanton fides, which knows 
| ir. needs muſt dje, whenCere the 2ufick ceaſes. Hike him, that can 


| both play, and win, and laugh, = oe wont a chafe or. fiehs. Ont 
|| Joves are not alwayes conſtant : their objects» 

land events more caſual then they. Something 1 mult {ike and love : 
1 but; zorhing ls violently, as ro undo my- felt wich: wanting ir. If I} 
| IBould ever inkanpled! in that ſ»are; Twill yet caſt "the worſt, and 

| prepare as well for a parzing journey, #s cohabitation. And to prevent 
' | all, T will bend'my oye toward thayy which'can neither be /o/f, nor 


muchynorc #ncertat#; 


admit of excefſ. No et wit KevefTove a4 Friend (o little, as that he 
ſhallnot command the-A/l of gr man. 
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*D"XXX11 
| My Of the uncertainty of life, | 


M Iſerable brewity! \more-miſerable uncertainty of life! Weare 
JF ſure that we. cannot. live log : and uncertain that we (hall 
live at all. And even while I am writing zi, I am vot ſure my per 
ſhall egd the ſextence. Our life is ſoſborz, that we canniot in it cox- 
template what our ſelves are: fo ancertain, as we cannot! lay, we 


being 
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parting with't. How improvident are we, to make that, affliction in | 
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{ill reſobve to do it. Silence was a full anſwer in thar Philoſopher, that | 
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being asked, what he thought of humaze life; {aid nothing, turn'd him 
round, and wariſht. Like leaves on trees, we are the ſport of every 
puff that blows : and with the leaſt guſt may be thaken from our /ife 
and z»utriment. We travail, we ſtudy, we think to difle&t the world 
with continued ſearches : When, while we are contriving but the 
neereſt way to't, Ape, and conſumed years o'rctake us ; and onely 
labour payes us the boſſes of our i/l-expended time: Death whisks about 
the unthoughtful world, 'and with a Pegaſean ſpeed, fiyes upon un- 
wary Man; with the kick of his heel, or the daſh of his foot, ſpring- 
ing Fountains of the tears of Friends. Fuvenal docs tell us, how life 
WINgs away : | 


Feſtinat . enim decurrere welox 
Floſculus anguſte, miſereq; breviſſima wite 
Portio: dum bibims, dum ſerta, unguenta, puell as ou 
Poſcimns, obrepit, non infellet#s., ſenettuc. : 
The ſhort-liv'd Flpvre, and portion... - 
Of poor, ſad. fe poſt-haſteth to be, gone : 
And while we. drink, ſeek women, wreaths and earn d 
Applauſe, old age ſteals on,us undiſtern'd, q 3s 
If Nature had not made Man:an'st#rve.epeature, that he ſhould be 
delighted in i7ployment, inothing would convince him of more : folly, 
| than the durance of ſome exterprizes thdt he takes.in hand: for they 
| are many cimes of ſuch a furure-lengtts; as,we.cannor in reaſon hope 
to live till their concluſion comess We build, as it we laid foundations 
for Eternity: and the. expeditions we take in handy are many:times 
the length of three or, four {ives. Mow many Warriers have expir'd in 
their expmgnations ; leaving their-breathin the places where they laid 
cheir Siege ? Certainly, he that thinks of dife caſualties, can neither 
be careleſs, nor covetou; Teotifels, we may liver 'the SpeZFacte, and 
the bearing-ſtaff, to the'ſtooping back,” to the ſnow,.or to the fleekneſs 
of the declining crown: but, how few are there; that- can untold you 
a Diary of ſo many leaves > More-do:dye in.the Spring and Saunmer 
of their years, thanlivetill Auranm;-or rheirgrowned/inter. When 
a nar ſhall exhauftthis vety'vrralityy/ for rho hilling/ up of fetal Gold ; 
and ſhall then think, how a Har or 'Bly-may; ſnarch him.in amiomene 
from ir, how it quels his laborious: hope, 'and puts: his. poſting» -imd 
into a more ſafe and/quiet-pace.' Unleſs, we aroſureto.enjoy ity, why 
(hould ' any man ftram bimfelf; for more 'than:is-coryentent 21 will 
never-care too much,. for that I :am nor ſtrc to#eep.1. Yet; know, 
ſhould alt men reſpe&bur their own'z#e, .an Ageor rwoiwould-hnd 
the World' in 7#ixe'> ſo-thar for ſuch«aftions,” men may plead; their 
| charity;thar EY live. not:.zoenjoy; thoſe'tHings themſelves, 
they-ſhall- yer be beneficialto poſteriey." And Lrather. rhjnk.zhis' an” 
Tuſt;ntt-thar God hath'parin: Men; for: the conſervation. of things ; 
than an intended good obtlic Author yorhiis follewers2::Ehus, as-in props: | 
gation we are often more-beholding/to the pleaſare of out. ar 
their 
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{yet not thought as Spies, In things beneath us, not being'{o :drligh- 
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their deſire of having us : fo in matters of the wor/d, and Fortwre, 
the aims of our Predeceſſors for themſelves, have by the ſecret work 
of Providence, calt benefits upon us. I will not altogether blamc him 
that I ſee begins things laſting. Though they be vanities ro him, be-| 
cauſe he knows not who ſhall enjoy them : yet they will be things 
well fitted for ſome that ſhall ſucceed rhem. They that do mc good, | 
and know not of it, are cauſes of my berefir, though I do not owe 
them my thazxks : and I will rather #ſ5 them, as iſfruments ; than 
condemn them, as not #ntenders. 


— ——————— 


— 


XXX1I11. 
That good counſel ſhould not be valued by the perſon. 


O ſome, there is not a greater vexation, than to be adviſed by 

an Inferior. Direttions are unwelcome, that come to us by 
aſcenſions : as if wealth only were the full accompliſhment of a ſoul 
within; and could as well infuſe an inward judgepent, as procure 
an extward reſpett, Nay, I have known fome, that being adviſed by 
ſuch, have run into a worſer contraditFion; becauſe they would not 
ſcem to learn of one below them : or if they ſee no other way conve- 
nient, they will delay the preZice, till they rhink the Promprer has 
forgot how he counſel'd them. They will rather flye in a perillous 
heightzthen ſeem to decline at the voyce of oe beveath them. Pitiful ! 
that we ſhould rather miſcbieſ our ſelves, than be content to be #x- 
prided ; For had we but fo much hamility, as to think our ſelves bur 
what we are, Mer ; we might ealily believe, another might have 
brain to equal us. He is ſick to the ruin of hinzſelt, that refuſeth a 
Cordial, becauſe preſented in a-Spoor of wood. That wiſdom is not 
Uftingh rd which ſtops the ear with the zongwe : that will com- 
[mand and ſpeak all, without hearing the voice af another. Even the 
Slave may ſomctimes light ora way to z»large his Maſter, when his 
own ixvemtion fails." Nay, there is fome reaſon why we ſhould be beſt 
direced by zz below our ſtate : }For,. while & Skperior is ſudden and 
fearleſs, 2n 11.7 aL 3: Jeſbibeing found weak, it 
might diſpleaſc by being roo lightin the: prize. : Fob reckons it a: part 
of his sxtegrity, that he had not refuled the; pude ment of his ſervants. 
"Tis good to command, and hear them. VWhy ſhould we: ſhame, by 
any hoveſt means, to-mcet with that which benefits us > In: things 
thar be difficar, and nor of important ſecrecy, I think it notamils to 
conſult with Zeferiors. He that ties under the, Tree, ſees mare than 
they har fic o'th: rop on't. Naetere hath made the bodies ces to look 
«pward with more eaſe than down : .So. the eye of the ſoul|ſres better 
in aſcexfions, and rhings mweenhy-raiſed. We are all, with: a:kind: of 
deleftation, carried to the things above 14 : and we tiave allo better 
means of obſerving them, while we are admitted their view, and 
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{red with them, we paſs them over with neg/eft, and not obſerving. 
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Servants are uſually our beſt friends, or our worſt enemies : Neuters 
ſeldom. For, being known to be privy to our retired ations, and our 
more coxtinual cowver ſation, they have the advantage of beingbelieved, 
betore a removed friend, Friends have more of the #oxgue,but Servants 
of the haxd : and ations for the molt part,{peak a zzar more truly than 
words, Attendants are like to the /ocks:that belong to a houſe : while 
they arc ſtrong and cloſe, they preſerve us in ſalery : but weak or oper, 
we are left a prey to thieves, It they be ſuch as.a ſtranger. may pick, 
or another open wit a falſe key; it is very fit to chaxge them 1nftant- 
ly : Bur if they be well waraea, they are then good guards of our fame 
and welfare. *Tis good, I confeſs, to conſider how they ſtand affeded, 
and to haxale their counſels before we embrace them.: they may ſomc- 
times at once, both pleaſe and poyſon, Advice is as well the wiſe mans . 
fall, as the fools advancement : and is often moſt wounding , when it 
ſtroaks us with a ſilken hand. All families are but diminutives of a 
Court ; where moſt men reſpe& more their own advancement, than 
the honour of their Throwned King. The ſame thing, that makes a lying | 
Chamber-maid tell a foul Lady, that ſhe looks /ovely : makes a baſe + 
Lord, ſooth up his it! King in miſchxef. They both counſel, rather to | 
inſinuate themſetues, by floating with a /ig ht-lov'd humor ; than to pro- 
fir the adviſed, and imbetter his fame. lt is good to know the dilpoſi- 
tion of the Counſellor,ſo ſhall we better judge of his counſel ; which yer 
it we find good, we ſhall do well to follows howſoever his affection 
ftand. I will love the good counſel, even of a bad man. We think not 
gold the worſe, hes 'tis brought us in x'bag of leather : No more 
ought we to contemn good counſel, becauſe it is-preſented us, by a bad 
man, Or an wnderling. L | 
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XXX1V. 
Of Cuſtom in advancing Mony. 


Uſtons miſleads us all : we magnifie rhe wea/thy mar, though his 
parts be never ſo poor ; the poor an we deſpiſe, be he never fo 

well otherwiſe qualzfied. To be xich,is to be three-parts of the way on- 
ward to perfettion. To be poor, is to be made a pavement tor the tread 
of the full-minded man- Gold is the only Coverdet of imperfettions : tis 
the Fools Curtain, that can hide all his defef?s from the world: It can 
make knees bow, and tongues ſpeak, againlt the native genims of 'the 
groaning heart : It ſupples more than Oy/, or Fomentations : and can 
ttifen beyond the Summer Sun, or the Winters white-beardea cold. In 
this we differ from the ancient Heather I hey make Jupiter their chief 
god ; and we have crowned Pluto.'He is Maſter of the Muſes, and can 
buy their voices. The Graces wait on him : Mercury is his Meſſenger : 
| Mars comes to him for his pay : YVemws is his Proſtitute : He can make 
Veſts break her vow : He can have Bacchus be merry with hims and 
Ceres feaſt him, when he liſts : He is the ſick mans e/Afſeulapius : and 
the Pallas of an empty brain, Nor can Cupid cauſe love, but by his 
WY golden- 
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excellently partcd.-:Petronize ecſcribes his Qualities : 


Quiſquis: habet nummos, ſecur4 naviget aur : 
- *- Portnnamyq;' fuo temperet erbitrio. 
' | Uxorem dncat- Danaen, ipſumq; licebit 
' * Acrifium jubeat credere quod Danaes : 
"Carmine componat, declamer, concrepet oneme's 
. Et peragat cauſas, fitque Catone prior. 
nriſconſultns, paret, now paret, habetor ; 
"Atque eſto, quicquid Servius aut Labeo. 
Multa' hquor : quiduis nammis preſentibu; opta, 
Et wventet: clauſum poſſidet arca Fovem. 


The mexezed-marn can ſafely fail all Seas ; 

And make his Forrure as himſelf ſhall pleaſe. 

He can wed Daxae, and command that now 
Acriſuuas (elf that fatal match allow. 

He can declaim, chide, cenſure, verſes write ; 
And do all things, better than Cato might. 

He knows the Zaw, and rules it : hath, andis 
Whole Servine, and what. Zabes could poſlcls. 
In brief ;_ ler rich men, wiſh whats'ere they love, 
"Twill come ; they in a tockt Cheſt keep a Fove. 


The time is come about, whereof Deggeres propheſied ; when he 
gavethe reaſon why he would be buried grove/ing ; We have made 
the Earths bottom powertul to the lofty skies : Gold, that (lay buried in 
the buttock of the world; is now made the Head and Rater of the People; 
putting all under it, we have made it extenſive, as the Spaniſh Ambiti- 
on :. and, in the mean; have andefervedly. put worth below it. worth 
without wealth, is like an able ſervant out of imployment ; he is fitfor 
all buſinefles, bur wants wherewith to put himſelf into any : he hath 
good Materials for a fowndation: but mifleth wherowith to rear the 
wals of his fame. For, though indeed,r:ches eannot make a man worthy, 
they can ſhew him tothe world, when he is ſs : But when we think 
him wiſe, for his wealth alone,we appear content to be miſled with the 
Multitude, To the Rich, I confeſs, we owe ſomething ; but to the wiſe 
man, moſt : To #hw,tor himſelf,and his innate worthineſs : to the other, 
as being caſually happy, in things that of themſelves are beings ; bur 
never ſo -mch,as to make Virtue nercenary; of a flatterer of Vice, worth 
without wea/th, beſide the native Nobleneſs,has this in it 5 That it may 
be a way of getting the wea/rh which is wanting: But as for wealth 
without worth, I count it nothing but a 7/6 Saddle, for the State to 
ride-an Aſs withal. 
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XXXYV. 
That Sin is more crafty than violent. 


Fan we ſin, the Devil ſhews his policy; when we have ſinned, his 
baſeneſs : he makes us firſt revile our Father, and then ſteps up, to 
witneſs how we have blaſphemed. He begs the rod, and the wand, tor 
faxlts which had not been, but for his own inticement. He was never 
ſuch a Soldier, as he is a Politician : He blows up more by one mine, 
than he can kill by rex aſſaults : He prevails molt by Treaty, and face- 
tiews wayes; Preſents and Parles win him more than the cruel wound,or 
the drag of the compulſive hand. All fix is rather ſubtil, than valiant. 
The Devil is a coward; and will, with thy reſiſting, fly thee : nor dare 
he ſhew himſelf in azoted good mans company; it he does, he comes 
in ſeeming-virtues ; and the garments ot belyed Trath. Vice ſtands 
abaſh'r art the glorious Majeſty of a good confirmed ſoul. Cato's: pre- 
ſence ſtopt the praCtices of the Romans brutiſh Floralia's, Satan began 
firſt with hefitations, and his ſly-couch'd Oratory : and ever fince , tx 
continues in wiles, inffratagems, and the fetches of a toyling brain, ra- 
ther perſwading us to (tn, than urging us: and when we have done it, 
he ſeldom lets us ſce our folly, nll we be plunged in ſome deep extre- 
mity : then he writes it 1n capital Letters, and carrics it as a Pageant at 
a , before us. What could have made David (o h——_ when 
Abſalom roſe againſt him,bur the guilr of his then preſented fins;when 
he fled,and wept,and fled again? It appears a worndey,that Shimeiſhould 
rail 2 Kirg to his face ; and, unpuniſht, brave him, and his hoſt of 
| Souldjers, caſting ſfones,and [| paring raunts,while he ſtood incompaſled 
with his Nobles. Surely; it,had.been impoſſible, bur that David was 
full of the horror of his fizs, and knew he repeated truth; though in 
that, he a&ed but the Devilxpartyignobly ro mſult over a man in mi- 
ſery. Calamity, in the fight jy 2 rompts the hand,and opens 
the purſe, to relieve. *T1s a hellifh dipofirion , that watcherh how to 
give a blow to the man that is already reeling. When weare in danger, 
he galls us with what we have done; and on ourffck beds, (hews us all 
our-fins'in multiplying-Glaſſes. He firſt draws us into hated Treaſon ; 
and when we are taken, and brought to the Zar,he is both our accuſer, 
[and condemning witneſs. His cloſe policy, is now turn'd to declarcd baſe- 
meſs. Nor is it a wonder : for, wnworthineſs is ever the end of unhoneſt 
deceit : yet ſure this cozenage is the more condemned, for that itis [o 
ruinous, and ſoeafie. Who 1s it but may cozen,it he minds to be a'Y1/- 
lain ? How poar and inhumane was the craft of Clcomenes, that con- 
clnding a /eague for ſeven dayes, in the zight afiaulted the ſecure Exe- 
my ? alleging, The nights were not excluded from ſlaughter. Nothing| 
is ſo like to Satan, as a Knave furniſht with diſhoneſt frauds the belt 
way to'avoid him, is to diſdain rhe _ I will rather labour for va- 
lour; ar the firſt, roreſift him than atter yze/ding, to endevour a flight. 
Nor can | well tcl} which 1 ſhould moſt hate, the: Dew:l,or his Machi- 
vel, For though the Devil be the more fecrer Enemy,yer the baſe Ppl;- 
I 2 | | 


tician 
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tician is the more familiar : and is indeed but a Devil in Hoſe and 
Double, fram'd ſo, in an acquainted ſhape, to advantage his decei# 
the more. 


— 


'X XXYL. . 
Of Biſcontents. 


He drſcontented man is a Watch over-wound,wreſted out of tune, 

and goes falſe. Grief is like 17k poured into water, that fils the 
whole Fountain full of blackneſs and diſuſe. Like miſt, it ſpoils the bur- 
niſh of the filver-mind. It caſts the Soul into the ſhade, and fils it more 
with conſideration of the azhapprneſs,than thought of the remedy.Nay, 
itis ſo buſicdin the miſchief, as there is neither room,nor time for the 
wayes that ſhould give us releaſe. It does diflociate Mar, and ſends 
nim, with Beaſts, to the lonelineſs of unpathed Deſerts, who was by 
Nature made a Creature companiable. Nor is i the mind alone, that 1s 
thus mudded ; bur even the body is disfaired : it thickens the complext- 
on, and dies it into an unpleafing ſwarthineſs : the eye is dim,in the aiſ- 
coloured face ; and the whole man becomes as if ſtatued into fore and 
earth, Bur, above all, thoſe diſcontents ſting deepeſt, that are ſuch as 
may not with ſafety be communicated: For,then the ſoul pines-away, 
and ſtarves for want of connſel,thatſhould feed and cheriſh it. Coxcealed 
ſorrows,are like the vapours,that,being ſhut up,occaſion Earth-quakes, 
as it the world were plagued with a fit of the Colick. Thar man 1s #rwuly 
miſerable, that cannot but keep his miſeries ; and yet muſt not «fold 


them. As in the body, whatſoever is taken in, that is d;/aſtful and con- 
tinues there unvoided, does dayly :mpoſthume, and gather, till at laſt ir 
kills, or at leaſt #ndangers to extremity : Sois it in the mind : Sorrows 
entertain'd, and ſmother*d,do collef fttdl, and till habitnaze it fo, that 
all good diſpoſition gives my to a harſh moroſity. Vexations, when-they 


dayly b:llow upon the 97mmd, they froward even the ſweeteſt fowl, and 
from a dainty affability,rurn it into ſpleen and Feſtineſs. It is good todo | 
with theſe, as Focaſta did with Ordzpe, caſt them our in their enfancy, 
and lame them in their feet : or, for more ſafety, kill them, to a not 
reviving. VWhy ſhould we hug a poyſoned Arrow (o cloſely ini our 
wounaed boſomes? Neither griefs, nor joyes, were ever ordained for 
ſecrefie. It is againſt Nature,that we ſhould ſo long go with child with 
our coxceptions ; eſpecially when they are ſuch, as are ever ſtriving to 
quit the ejetFizg womb. 
Strangulat incluſus Dolor, atq; cor eſtuat ini ;, 
Copitur & wires multiplicare ſnas. 
Untold griefs choak, cynderthe Heart; and, by 
Reſtraint, their burning forces multiply. 

I think, no man but would willingly tell them, if either ſhame of the 
.cauſe, or diſtruſt of the friend, did not bridlc his expreſſions. Either of 
-theſe intail a mans mind to wſery. Every ſorrow is a ſhort conuulſion ; 
bur he that it makes a cloſe priſoner, is like a Papiſt, that keeps Good- 
| Friday | 


— = — 


| what we have there, is fuch as we could neither give our ſelves, nor 
| refuſe when it was bequeathed us : Bur, what we find in the ſoul, is 


| of an ingeniows mind, that.men ſpared to. objc& unta him his deform- 
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Friday all the year ; he is ever whipping, and inflicting penance on 
himfelf, when he needs not, The ſad map 15 an Hypocrite : for he ſeems 
wiſe, and is not. As the eye, fixt upon one Gielt, fees other things bur 
by halves and glancings: ſo the ſoul intent on this accident, cannot 
diſcern on other contingencies. Sad objects, even for worldly things, 1 
know are ſometimes profitable : bur yer, like Willows, it we ſet them 
deep, or lev them ſtand roo long, they will grow trees, and overſpread, 
when we intended them bur for ſtazes, to uphold, Sorrow is a dull paſ- 
flor, and deads the ativenel(s of the mind, Methinks Crates ſhew'd a 
braver ſpirit,when he danc'd and laugh'd in his thred-bareChak,and his 
wallet at his back, which was all his wealth: than Alexander, when he 
wept, that he had not ſuch a huge Beaſt, as the Empire of the world, 
to govern. He contemned, what this other did cry for. If I muſt have 
ſorraw, 1 will never be fo in love with it, as to keep it to my ſe/f 
alone : nor will I ever fo affe&t company, as to live where wvexations 


ſhall daily ſalute me. 


_— 


XXX V11, 
Of Natures recompenſing Wrongs. 


Here be few bodily zreperfettionrs, but the beauty of the mind: can 

cover, or conntervail,cyen to their not-ſeeming. For,that which 
is «#fightly in the body, though it be. our 72jsfortyxe, yet it is not our 
fault. No man had ever power to order Natare in his own compoſure : 


either the blur of the man, oc the bleſſors for which we praiſe him : be- 
cauſe 2 mind well qualified, is oft behglding to the induſtry of the care- 
ful man : and that again which is mudded with a vic:0s inguination, 
is ſo, by the viteneſs of a wilful ſelf-ncgle. Hence, when our ſoul | 
finds a rarcneſs in a tuned foul, we ftx ſo much on.that, as we become 
charitable to the diſproportiox'd body,which we find containing it : and 
many times, the fa:/s of the oxe, arc foils, to ſer of the other with the 
greater grace and luſtre. The minds excellency can. (alve the real ble- | 
miſbes of the body. In a man deformed, and rarely qualified, we uſe fir(t 
tro view his bets, and then to tcl] his 2:irtwes, that tranſcend them t: 
which bc, as{it were, things (ct. of with ;more glory, by the Pirry and 
defect of the pther. "Tis-fit.the 2zivd ſhould be moſt magnified. Which 
Lſuppaſeto:he the reaſpn, why Poets haye aſcribed, more ro, Cupid the 
Som, than to Verws.the Mother : 'becauſc {pd ſtrikes the 9igd, and 
Yen is but for the body. Homer ſays, Minerva, cur'd Viiſſes of nis 
wrinkles and baldneſs ; nor tharſhe togk, chem awa by ſupplements, 
ar:the deceiving fwers £ but that he.was 0 applaniae \, for the acuterieſs 


ty: and it ir ſhall chance to be rememb red, ic will be allaye wit 
the adjun&t go other's worth. $ {Aid of bald, hook-nos d, crook- 
J 
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ſervice, when it both hides the faults of Nature, and brings us into 
eſtimatiov. We often ſee blemiſh'd bodies, rare in mental excellencies : 
which is an admirable ſtint of Nature, that being conſcious of her 
own defefts, and not able to abfterge them, ſhe ules diverſion, and 


draws the conſideration of the beholders to thoſe parts, whercin ſhe 1s 


more confident of her qualifications. I do think,tor worth in many men, 
we are more bcholden to the defects of Natare, than their own wvclina- 
ry love. And certainly, for converſe among mev, beautiful per ſows have 


| leſs need of the minds.commending Qualities. Beauty in it ſelt is ſuch a 
filent Orator, as is ever pleading tor reſpect and liking : and by the eyes | 


of others, is ever ſending to their hearts for love. Yet,even this hath 
this 7mronwertence in it, that it makes them oft negle& rhe furpiſhing 


-| of the mind*with Nobleneſs. Nay, it oftentimes 15 a cauſe, rhat the 
mind is ill. The modeſt ſweetneſs of a Lillied face makes men per- | 


{wade the heart unto immodeſty : Had not Dinah had ſo good a one, 
ſhe had come home #zraviſhed. Unlovely features have more liberty 
to be good withal ; becauſe they are freer from ſolicitations. There is 
2 kind of continual combate, between Yirtue and Proportions pleafing- 
= Though ir be not a carſe; yet 'tis many times an wnheppineſs to 
be fair. 


Vetat optari factiem Lucrecia, qualem 
Ipſa habuit ,, cuperet Rutile Virginia gibbum 
Accipere, atq; ſuam Rutile dare. Filins autem 
Corports egregii miſeros, trepidoſq; parentes 
Semper habet : rara eſt adeo concordia forme 
Atque pudicitiz. — 

Lucretia's fate warns us to wiſh no face 

Like hers ; Yirgizia would bequeath her grace 
To Lute-backt Reti/a,'in exchange : for ſtil}, 
The faireſt Children do their Parents fill 

With greateſt care ; fo ſeldom Modeſty 

Is found to dwell with Beauty. 

The. words be Favenal's. Above all therefore, I applaud that man 

which is a-zzable in both. This is the true Marriage, where the body 

and the ſoul are met in the ſimiliary Robe of Comelineſs. : and he is 
the more to be affected, becauſe we may believe,he harh taken up his 
goodneſs,rather upon love to 7t,than upon ſiniſter ends. They are rightly 
virtnons, that are fo, without zrcitation : nor can it but argue, virtue 
is then ſtrong, when it lives #pright, in the preaſe of zany temprati- 
ons. And, as theſe arc the beſt in others eyes, f, are they moſt compo- 

(ed in themſelves. For here Reaſos and the Serxſes kiſs ; Lperting them- 

ſclves with mutual ſpeculations : whereas thole men, whoſe minds and 

bodies differ, are like two that are married together, and /ove wot : they 
nave ever ſecret reluttations, and do not part for any other reafon, but 
becauſe they cannot. 
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XXXV I [ 
Of Truth, and bitterneſs in Jeſts. 


T is not good for a man to be too tart in his Jeſts. Bitterneff is for 

ſerious Portions ; not for Healths of merriment, and the jollities of a 
mirthful Feaſt. An offenſive man is the Devils bellows, wherewith hc 
blows up contentions and jars. But among all pallages of this nature, 1 
finde none more galling than an offenſive Truth, For thereby we run 
into two great Errors, One is, we chifde that in a looſe laughter, which 
(hould be grave,and ſavOur both of love and pity. So we rub him with 
a poyſon'd oyl, which ſpreads the more, tor being pur in ſuch a fleeting 
ſupplencſs. The other is, we deſcend to particulars,and by that means, 
draw the whole compaxy to witneſs his diſgrace we break it on. The 
Soulajer is not zoble, that makes himſelt ſport, with the wounds of his 
own compaxion. Whoſoever will jeſt,ſhoyld be like him that flouriſhes 
& a ſhow : he may turn his weapoz any way, but not aim more at one, 
than at another. in this caſe, things ke Treth, are better than Truth 
it ſelf Nor is it leſs il] than unſate, to fling about this worzwood of the 
braiz : ſome moſes are too tender to endure the ſtrength ot the ſwell. 
And though there be many, like zy/ed houſes, that can admit a falling 
ſpark, unwarnr'd : 'ycr ſome again, are cover'd with ſuch light, dry 
draw; ahin with the leaſt rouch they will kindlc, and lame about your 
troubled ears : and whenthe houſe is on fire, it is no diſputing with how 
ſmall a matter it came : it will quickly proceed to milchiet £:xitzs Ire, 
feror : Anger is but a ſtep from Rage; and that is wilde fire,which will 
not be extinguiſhed. I know,w/iſe mer are not too pimble at an zjury. 
For, as with fire, the light fuffe, and rubbiſh, kindles ſooner than the 
ſolid, and more compatted : lo anger ſooner inflames a Fool, than a man 
compoſed in his reſolutions. Bur we arc not ſure alwayes to mcet 
diſcreet enes : nor can we hope it, while we our ſelves are otherwiſe in 
giving the eccaſiex. Fools are the greatcr1number : wiſe zzex are like 
timber-treesin a woed,here and there one : and though they be moſt ac- 
py cart ro 9207 wiſe like rhemſelves, yet have they never more need 


| corrupt air, require many Antidotes, tokeep us trom being inteced : 
But when we grow bittey to a wiſe wax, we arc then worſt: For, he 
ſees further into the diſgrace, and is able to harma us more. Laughter 
ſhould dimple the cheek,nor furrow the brow into ruggedneſs. The birth 


is then prodigions,when Miſchief is the child of Airth. All ſhould have 
liberty to laugh ar a Feſt: bur it ic throws a diſgrace upon onezlike the 
crack of a ſtring, it makes a ffop in the Muſick. Flowts we may ice pro- 
ceed from an 1mward contempt ; and there is nothing cuts deeper in a 
generous mind than ſcorn. Nature at firſt makes us all equal: we arc 
differenc'd but by accident, and outwards. And I think *tis a jealouſte 
that ſhe hath infus'd in 2ſan,for the maintaining of her own Hopour a- 
gainft external cauſes.” And though all bave not wit to reject the 47- 
row, yt moſt have memory to rerain the offence which they will be 


of wiſdom, than when they converſe with the ringing elboes : who, like | 
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content to owe a while,that they may repay it both with more advan- 
tage, and eaſe.” Tis but an unhappy wit,that ſtirs up Enemies againſt rhe 
owner. A man may ſpit out his friend from his tongue ; or laugh him 
into an Enemy. Gall in mirth is an ill mixture; and ſometimes truth is 
bitterneſs. 1 would wiſh any man to be pleaſizgly merry : but let him 
beware, he bring not Truth on the Stage, like a wanton with an edged 
weapon. 


XXXIX. 
| Of Apprehenſion in Wrongs. 
AE make our ſclves more #2juries than are offered us:they many 
times pals for wrozgs in our own thoughts, that were never 
meant ſo,by the heart of hin that ſpeaketh. The apprehenſion of wrong, 
hurts more,than the ſharpeſt part of the wrong done. So,by fallly ma- 
king of our ſelves patients of wronug,we become the true and fark AFors. 
It is not good, in matters of diſcourteſie, to dive into a mans mind, be- 
yond his own Commezt : nor to ſtir upon a doubtful zaigzity,withour 
1t: unleſs we have proofs, that carry weight and coxvidtion with them. 
words do ſometimes fly from the toxgne,that the heart did neither hatch 
nor harbour, While we think to revenge an 7njury, we many times begin 
one : and after that, repent our miſcoxceptions. In things that may have 
a double ſenſe, *tis good to think, The berrer was cd : ſo ſhallwe 
ſtill both keep our friends, and guietreſs. It it be a wrong that is appa- 
rent ; yet is it ſometimes better to diſſemble it, than play the waſp, and 
ftrive ro return a ſtizg. A wiſe mans glory is, in paſſing by an offexce : 
and this was Solomons Philoſophy. A Fool {trook Cato in the Bath; and 
when he was ſorry {or:it, Cats fad forgot it : For, ſayes Seneca, Melins 
putavit non agnoſcere, quam ignoſcere, He would not come fo near Re- 
wenge, as to acknowledge that hehad been wronged. Light injuries are 
made zoe, by a not regarding ; which with a purſuing revenge, grow 
both to height, and burthen. Ir ſtands not with the diſcretion of a 
generom ſpirit, to return. a puniſhment for every abuſe. Some are ſuch, 
as they require nothing but contempt to kill them. The cadge/ is not of 
uſe, when the beaft but only barks. Though much ſufferance be a ſtmpi- 
dity, yet little is of good eſteem. Ve hear of many that are diſturbed 
with a ljght offence;and we condemn them for it : becauſe,that which 
| we call remedy, {lides into diſeaſe ; and makes that live to miſchief us, 
which elſe would aze,with giving lite to ſafety. Yet, I know not what 
ſelf partiality makes us think our ſelves bchind-haud,if we offer not re- 
payment in the ſame coi we received it. Ot which, if they may ſtand 
for reaſons, think, I may give you two. One 1s the ſuddex apprehenſion 
of the mind, which will endure any thing with more patience, than a 
diſgrace ; as if by the ſecret ſpirits of the air it conveyed a fab to the 
ethereal ſoul. Another 1s,becaule living among »2axy, we would juſtifie 
our ſelves, to avoid their contempt ; and theſe being molt ſuch, as are 
not able to judge, we rather ſatisfie them by external ations, than rely 


upon 
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upon a judicious verdict, which gives 0s in for nobler, by contemning it- 
Howſoever we may prize the revengeful man for ſpiri# ; yer without 
doubt *tis Prixcely to diſdain a wrong : who, when Embaſſadors have 
offered undecencies,uſc not to chide,burt to deny them audiexce : as if fi- 
lence were the way Royal to reject a wrong. He enjoys a brave compoſed 
#eſs,that ſcars himſelt above the flight of the 77juriom claw. Nor docs 
he by this ſhew his weakneſs, bur-his wiſdom. For, Qui leviter ſeviunt, 
ſapiunt mags : The wiſeſt rage the leaſt. 1 love the man that is modeſtly 
valiant, that (tirsnot till he mult needs ; and then to purpoſe. A con- 
tinued patience I commend not ; 'tis difterent from what is goodneſs. 
For though God bears wnch,yet he will not bear always. 


es 
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X L. 
When vice us moſt dangerous. 


to the exd. Give a hot Horſe his head at firſt,and he will ſurely 
run away with you. VVho canſtop a man in the z7hwnder of his wrath, 
till he a little hath diſcharg'd his paſtoz either by intemperate ſpeech or 
blows ? In vain we preach a patience, preſently after the ſenſe of the 
loſs. What aſtir ir asks, to get a man trom the Tavern,when he 1s but 
half-drunk ! Deſire is diſperſed into every weir; rhat the Body is in all 
his parts concupiſcible, And this dics not in the way z but by d;ſcharge 
or receſs. The midale of extremes is worſt. In the beginning,he may for- 
bear;in the ezd,he will leave alone : in the wzddeſt,he cannot bur-go 0n 


not ſafe to offer even the beſt advice. Be counſel'd by the Roman Ovid. 


Dum furor in cur ſu eſt, currenti cede furori ; | 
Difficiles aditus impetus omnis habet. | 

Stultus, ab obliquo. qui cum diſcedere poſit, | 
Pugnat 1; adver ſas ire natator; aquas. 

When rage runs ſwiftly ſtep-afide, and ſee 

How hard th* approaches of fierce Fury be. 

When danger may be (hun'd,I reckon him 

Unwiſc that yet againſt the fream will ſwim. - | 


| 
| 


vatives ; or make them means to make our wes mote. . That I may 
keep my ſelf, from the exd., I will ever leave of in the beginning. 
Whatſoever Precepts ſtrict Stoiciſm would give us, for the calming of 
untemper d paſſion; *tis certaingthere ts none like running away.” Preven-/ 
tion is the belt bridle, L commend the policy of Satyrm,of whom Ariſte-: 
tle hath this Story; thar being a Pleader,and knowing himſelf cholerick, 
and,in that whirre of the ind, apt-to ruih upon foul rrazſgreſſion ; he! 
uſed to oa his cars wik'wax, leſt the ſenſ; of ill: Laxguage ſhould 


| 


void the occafior; bur not, the znconvenience, when heharth admitted it. 


NC 


\ l T Hen Vice is got to the midſt,itis hard to ſtay her,till ſhe comes | 


{co worſe ; nor will hezin that hear,admit of any thing, that may teach | 
him to deſiſt. Rage is no friend to-any man. There is a time, when tis | 


We are ſo blinded in the heat of the Chaſe,that we beat back all preſer-| | 


cauſe his fierce blood to. ſeeth in his d/fepded 5kin. It is in Man to a-\ 
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while the door is ſhut, he may with eaſe be {ill kepr out ; bur if it 
once open,that he gets in bur a limb of himſelf, rhen there is no courſe 
left to keep our rhe entirer bulk, | 


X LI. 
That all things are reſtrained. 


[ Cannot think of any zhing that hath not ſome enemy,or ſome Anta- 
goxiſt,to reſtrain it,when it grows to exceſs. The whole worldis ot- 
der by diſcord ; and every part of it is but a more youu compoſed 
jar. Not a Man,not a beaft,not a creature,bur have fomerhing to ballaſt 
their lightneſs. One ſcale isnot always in depreſion,nor the other lifted 
ever high ; bur the alternate wave ot the beam keeps it ever in the pley 
of motion. From the Piſmire on the tufted hill tro the Monarch on the 


like birds,that Boys ler flyc in ſtrings : when we own? too high,we have 
| that which puls us dow again, What man is it which lives ſo happily, 
which fears not ſomething,that would fadden his ſow! if ir fell > nor is 
there any whom Calamity doth ſo much #riftitiare, as that he never ſces 
the flaſhes of ſome warming joy. Beaſts with beaſts are terrified and de- 
lighted. Man with man is awed and defended. States with States are 
bounded and upholded; And in all theſe ir makes greatly for the Makers 
glery,that ſuch an admirable Harmony ſhould be produced out of ſuch 
an znfence diſcord, The world is both a perpetual war, and a wedding. 
Heraclitus call'd Diſcord and (oncord the univerſal Parents. And to rail 
on Diſcord (ſays the Father of the Peers) is to ſpeak ill of Nature,As in 
»uſick, ſometimes one ſtring is lowder,ſomertimes another ; yet never 
one long, nor never all at once : ſo fomerimes one Stafe gets a Monar- 
cby, ſometimes another ; ſometime one Element is olive, now ano- 
ther : yct never was the whole wor/d under one long, nor were all the 
Elements raging together, Every ſtring has his #ſe,and his txe,and his 
turn.\Nhen the Aſſyrians tell,the err Jn roſe. When the Perfans tell, 
the Grectars roſe, The Joſs of one man, is the gain of another. *Tis vi- 
ciſſitude that maintains the world. As in infinite circles about one Cex- 
ter there is the ſame 2wethod, though not the ſame meaſure : fo in the 
ſmalleſt creeraure that is there is an Epitome of a Monarchy, of a world, 
which hath in it ſclf Comvwlfions, Areſeations, Enlargements, Ereftians : 
which,like props, kcep it #pright,which way ſoever it /caxs. Surely God 
| hath pur theſe lower things into the hands of Nature, which yer he 
doth not relinquiſh, but diſpoſe. The world is compoſed of four Ele- 
»2exts,and thoſe be contraries. The year is quartered into four diffe- 
rent ſeaſovs. The body both conſiſts, and is nouriſhed by contrarzes, 
How divers, even in effet# are the birds, and the beaſts thar feed ws; and 
hew divers again are are thoſe things that feed them? How mavy ſeve- 
ral qualities have the pars that they browſe upon 2 which all mingled 
trogether,whar a well-remper'd Sallad do they make? The mizd too is a 


mixture 
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Who can retire in the impetus girds of the Soul ?' Let a Giant knock, | 


raiſed Throne, nothing but hath ſomewhat to awe it. We are all here 


| 
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mixture of diſparities : joy, ſorrow, hope, fear, hate, and the like. Neithe® 
are thoſe things peaking » which flow tous, in the ſmoothneſs of 4 
free proſtitution, A gentle reſiſtance heightens the deſires of the ſeeker. 
A friendly war doth indulciate the enſuing cloze. 'Tis variety that hits 
the humor of both fides, *Tis the imbecillity of declining Age,that com- 
mits man priſoner to a ſedextayy ſerrledneſs. That which is the vigor 
| of his fe, is ranging. Heat and cold,dryweſs and moyſture, quarrel and 
agree within him. In all which he is but the great worlds Breviary.VVhy 
may we not think the world like a maſquing Battel, which God com- 
manded to be made tor his own content in viewing it 2 Wherein,even 
a dying flie may IcQture out the worlds mortality. , 5b we deceive 
our ſelves,to think, on earth, continued joys would pleaſe. *Tis a way 
that crofles that which Nat#re goes. Nothing would be more tedious, 
than to be glutted with perpetual Follzties : were the body tyed to one 
diſþ always, (though of the moſt exquiſite delicate, that it could make 
choiſe of) yer after aſmall rime,it would complain of loathing and ſa- 
tiety. And ſo would the ſfoul,it it did ever epicare it ſelf in joy. Diſcon- 
texts are ſometimes the better part of our 4fe.I know not well which 
is the more »ſeful ; Foy I may chuſe for pleaſure,bur adverſities are the 
belt for profit. And ſometimes theſe do ſo far help me, as I ſhould, F 
without them, want much of the joy I have. 7 
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XLII. 
Of Difimulation. 


IN fimnulation in Vice is like the Brain in man. All the Senſes have 
[) recourſe to that, yet is it much coxtroverted, whether that at all 
be ſerſitive,or no:So,all vices fall into diſſimulation,yet is it in a diſpute, 
whether thar in it ſelf be a vice, or no. Sure, men would never a wice 4 
fo freely, if they thought not they could eſcape the ſhame on't by diſ- 
ſembling. Vice hath fach a loathed look with her, thar ſhe deſires to be | 
ever maſqned. Deceit is a dreſs that ſhe does continually wear. And 
howſoever the worlds corrupted courſe may make us ſometimes ule it ; 
even this will condemn: it,that it is not of uſe,buteither when we do ill 
our ſekves, or meet with ill from others. Men are dzvided about the | 
queſtion; ſome diſclaim all,ſome admit too much, and ſome have hit 
the Mean. And ſurely as the world is,it is not all condemnable. There is 
an honeſt policy. The heart is not ſo far from the rongue, but that there 
may be a reſervation ;, though not a comtradiiFion between them. All 
policy is but circumſtantial diſſembling ; pretending one thing, intexding | 
another. Some will ſo far allow it, as they admut of an abſolute receſs: 
from a word already paſſed, and ſay, that Faith is but a merchants, or| 
mechanick-vertue : And ſo they make it higher, by making it a regal 
vice.There is an order that out-goeth Machiavel: or elſe he is honeſter |. 
than his wont,where he contefles,Uſus fraudis in caterus attionibut dete- 
ftabilss : in bello-gerends landabilis, That fraud which in way is commenda- 
ble, is, in other ations, deteſtable. *Tis certain there is a prerogative in 

K 2 Princes, | — 
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Princes,which may leg:timate ſomething in their Negotiations, which is 
not allowable in a privare perſox.But even the grant of this liberty,hath 
encouraged them to too great an inlargement. State 1s become an zr- 
religious Riddle. Lewis the cleventh of Fravce would wiſh his ſon to 
learn no more Latine, than what would teach him to be a diſſembling 
Ruler. The plain heart,in (oxrt, is but grown a better word tor a Fool, 
Great mer have occaſions both more, and of more wezght, and ſuch as! 
require contrivings, that go not the ordinary way ; leit, being traced, 
they be conntermimed,and tall ro rwine.The ancient Romars did(I think) 
miſcal it, Induſtry. And when it was againſt an exexy, or a bad man, 
they reeds would have it commendable. And yet the priſoner that gor 
from Hannibal,by eluging his oath,was by the Senate(as Livierells ns) 
apprehended and ſent back again. They pratiz'd more than ſome of' 
them #awzht;rhough in this deed there was a greatcr cauſe of perform- 
ance,becauſe there was a voluntary truſt repoſed. Contrary to the opi- 
zion of Plate,that allowed a lye lawtful,either to ſave a Citzzer, or de- 
ceive an exemy. There is a ſort,that the Poet bid us coozer ; 

Fallite fallentes, ex magna parte profanum 

Sunt genus : in laqueos, quos poſuere, cadent. 

Coozen the'Coozeners ; commonly they be 

Profane : let their own ſnare their ruine be. 

But ſure we go too far,when our coozenapge brecds their miſchief. 1 
know not well whether I may go along with Lipfins ; Fraws triplex : 
prima levis,ut diſſimulatio,& diffedentia : hanc ſuadeo. Secunda media, ut 
conciliatio,e deceptio:illam tolero, Tertia mag na,ut perfidia,e7 in juſtitia, 
itams damne. I had rather take Peter Martyrs diſtinttton of good and bad: 
Good, as the Nurſe with the child,or the Phyſician with his Patient, for 


| his health's fake : Bad, when 'tis any way author of harm. \Certain- | 


ly,the ſe of it any way is as greac a fault, as an imperfettion ; and car- 
ries a kind of diffdence of God along with it. I believe if Man had not 
faln, he ſhould never need have us'd it : and as he is now, I think 
no az can live without it. The beſt way to avoid it,is to avoid much 
bufineſs and vice. For, it zen defend not in ſome ſort,as others offend ; 
while you maintain one breach, you leave another unmann'd : and for 
Vice, he ever thinks in this dark, to hide her abhorred foulneſs. It 1 
muſt ſe it, irſhall be only ſo, as I will neither, by it, FF on: Religt- 
0#, nor be a cawſe of hurt to my neighbour. 


XLIII. 
Of Cenſure. 


; Tt the eafieft part to cenſure, or to contraditt a truth. For truth is 

bnt oe, and ſeeming traths ate many : and few works are per- 
formed without errors. No man can write ſix lines, but there may be 
ſomething one may carp at, if he be diſpoſed to cavil. Opinions are as 
varions,as falſe.Fudgment is from every tongue, a ſeveral. Men think 
by cenſuring to be accounted wiſe; but,in my conceir, there is nothing 


{ 
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lays forth more of the Foo. For. this you may ever obſerve; they ciia; 
know lealt,cenſure moſty And this I believe to be a reaſon, why men of 
preciſe lives,are often raſþ in this extravagency. Their retiredneſs keeps 
them g0ra7t in the courſe of buſineſs; 1t they weighed the imperfeiti- 
ons of humanity they would breathe leſs condemnation. 1ynorance gives 


ther know, than tell, Frequent diſpraiſes are, at beſt, bur the faults of 
uncharitable wit. Any Clown may lee the Farrow is but crooked, but 
where is the max that can plow me a Freight one > The beſt works are 
bur a kind of Miſcellany ; the cleaneſt Corn,will nor be wichour ſome 
foil : No not after often winnowing, There is a tintture of corruption, 
tar dics even all mortality, I would wiſh men in works of others, to 
examine two things before they judge. Whether it be more good, than 
ill : And whether they themſelves could at firſt have pertorni'd it bet- 
ter. If it be moſt good; we do amiſs tor ſome errors to condemn the 


held bothguts and ordure? As man is not judged good, or bad, for one 
action,or tne fewelt number ; but as heis moſt in general; So in works, 
we thould weigh the generality,and, according to that,cenſure. If it be 
rather good than ill, I think he deſerves ſome praiſe, tor railing Natwre 
above ter ordinary flight. Nothing in this world can be framed fo en- 
tircly perfetF, but thar it ſhall have in it ſome delinquencies, to argue 
{more were in the compriſer. If it were not ſo,it were not trom Nature, 
bur the immediate Deity. The next, if we had never (cen that frame, 
whether ot no,we think we could have mended it. To eſpy the inconve- 
niences of Xhoule built, is eafie : but to lay the plot at firlt, well ; is: 
matrer of more pate , and ſpeaks the praiſe of a gaod Contriver. The 
crooked lines help better to thew the ſtreight.Fudgment is more certain 
by the eye, than it the farcy ; ſurer in things doze than in thoſe that are 
but in cogitation. If we find our ſelves able to correct a Copy,and not to 
produce an Original,yet dare to deprave; we (hew more Criticiſms than 
Ability. Seeing we ſhould rather magnifie him, that hath goxe beyond 
us ; r ad condemn his worth for a few fails. Self-examination will make 
our judgments charitable, *Tis from where there is no judgment, that 
the heavieſt judgment comes. If we muſt needs cenſure,'tis good todo 
it as Sueronze Writes of the twelve Ceſars ; tcll both their vert#es,and 
their vices unpartially : and leave the upſhot to colle#jon of the private 
mind.So ſhall we learn by hearing of the fa#/ts to avoid them : and by 
knowing the vertues praRtiſe the like. Otherwiſe, we ſhould rather 
praiſe a man for a little good,than brand him f6t his more of al. We are 
full of faults,by Natare;we are good,not withont our care and induſtry. 
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XLIV. 
Of Wiſdom and Science. 


Cone by much is ſhort of wiſdom. Nay,ſo far, as I think you ſhall 
\ ſcarce find a more Fwol, than ſometimes a meer Scholar. He will 


diſparagement, a lowder tongue than Knowledge does. Wiſe men had ra- | ' 


whole, Who will caſt away the whole body of the Zeaft, becauſe it in- | 


ſpeak 


{4 


| pives 2 confidence to his outward behaviour : which of all other is t 
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ſpeak Greek to an Oftler, and Latine familiarly to women that under- 
{tand itnot. Knowledge is the treaſure of the 92ind,but Diſcretion is the 
key : withour which it lies dead; in the dulneſs of a fraitleſs reſt. The 
praflick part of wiſdow is the belt. A native zngenmty is beyond the 


—_— 


| watchings of induſtrious ſtudy. w:ſdom is no inheritance,no not to the 


greateſt Clerks, Men write commonly more formally, than they pra- 
iſe; and they comverſing only among books arc put into affeatioz, and 


pedantiſm. Herhat is built of the Preſs, and the Per, ſhall be ſure to 


make himſelf ridiculous. Company and Converſation are the beſt Inſ{ru- 
fors for a Noble behaviour. And this is not found in a melancholy ftudy 


haps of diſtermpered brains ? For it they have not juagmert, by their 
Learning, to amend their converſations; they may well want judgment 
to chuſe the worthicſt Authors. I grant they know much : and I think 
any man may do ſo, that hath but Xemory,and beſtows ſome time ina 
Library. '| here 1s & flowing nobleneſs, that ſome men be graced with, 
which far out-ſhines the 2et4ors of a timed Student. And without the 
vain purls of Rhetorique ; ſome men (peak more excellently, even from 
Natures own juaiciouſneſs,than can the Scholar by his quiddits of Art. 
How ford and wntunable are Freſh-mens|Brawls, when we meet them 
out of their College > with many times a long recited Sentence, quite 
out of the way, Arguments about nothing ; or at beſt,xicities. As one 
would be of Martin's Religion, another of Luthers, and ſo quarrel a- 
bout their Faith. How eafie an #nvention may put falſe matter into 
true Syllogiſms? So 1 ſee how Sexeca laught ar them. O pueriles ineptias ! 
in hoc-fupercilia ſubduximus ? in hoc barbam dimifimus? Diſpurationes 
iſte, utinam tantum non prode flext ,nocent, O moſt childiſh follies ! u it for 
this we knit our brows, and ſtroke cur beards ? Would God theſe Diſputati- 


that ſpeaks reaſor, rather then Authors: rather ſenſe, than a Syllogiſoe, 
rather his owz,than axothers. He that continually guetes others, argues 
2 barrenneſs in himſelf, which forces him to be ever a borrowing, In 
the one, a man bewrays Twudgmert ; in the other, Reading. And in my 


opinion, "tis agreater commendation to {ay,hic is wiſe,than well-read. So 
fir I 


will honour Knowleage, as to think, this art of the brain, when it 


plear. Any men ſhall ſpeak the better, where he knows what others 
have faid. And ſometjmes the conſciouſneſs of his inward — 
e 

thing to grace a man in his carriage. 


* 
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LY. . 
That miſapplication makes Paſ5ion ill. 


F Read it but of oze,that 'ris ſaid, He was 2 Mar after Gods own heart. 
And Him among all others, I find extremely paſſionate, and very 


———— 
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valiant. | 


| 


t 


alone, Whar is written, is moſt from 1magination and Fancy.And how | 
aery muſt they needs be,thar are congeriated wholly on the tumes, per-| 


ons only did net profit us ; they are hurtful. In diſcourſe, give me a lan | 


| meets with an able Natwre in the ind, then only makes a 9247 com- | 
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wvaliant.\\\'ho ever read {uch birter Carſes, as he prays may light upon 
his Enemies ? Let Death come haſtily upon them : and let them go quick 
zo Hell. Let them fall from one wickedneſs to another, Let them A wiped 
out of the Book of Life. Let their prayer be turaed into fin. Certainly, 
ſhould ſuch 1mprecations fall from a Modern tongae, we ſhould cenſure 
them for want of charity : and I think we might do it jay. For God 
hath not given us Commiſſion to curſe his enemies, as he did to David, 
The Goſpel hath ſcr Religion to a ſweeter Ture. The Lew was given 
with Thznder,ſtriking Terrony in the Hearers; The Goſpel with Muſick, 
Voyees, and Angel-like apparitiens, The Zaw came in like War, threat- 
ning r«ize to the Land of Man ; The Goſpel like Peace, in the ſoft plea- 
ſures of uniting weddings. And this may fatisfic for his 7igour': Bur if 
we look upon him in atiother tr» of the zzind : how ſmoorh he is, and 
mollifying ? how does his ſoul melt ir ſelf into his eyes, and his bowels 
flow with the fall freams of compaſſion? how fixt he was to Jonathan? 
how like a-weak and tender womer, he laments his Rebel Abſolom, and 
weeps oftener, than I think we read of any through che whole Story of 
che Bible? His waleny, we cannot doubt :. it is fo eminent in his bill; 
of the Bear and Lyon t in his Deel with that huge Polypherne of the Phi- 
- nt and his many other Martial as againſt them. So that there 
eems to be in him, the higheſt pitch of contrarying paſſioris : and yer 
the man,from Gods ew mouth, hath a teſtimony of a true approvement. 
When paſſions are directed to their right ed, they may fail in their 
manner,burt not intheir meaſure. When the ſubjefF of our hatred is ſin, 
it cannot be foo deep : When the objet# of our Love is God, it cannot be 
too high. Moderation way become a fault. To be but warm,when God 
commands us to be hot, is ſinful. We belye Yertne into the conſtant 
dulneſs of a Meaiocrity, I ſhall never condemn the zatare of thoſe 
men, that are ſometimes wvzolert : bur thoſe that know not,when ris fir 
to be ſo.aler is then beſt remper*d,when it can turn our of a ſtern for- 
titude into the mild ftrains of Pity. *Tis written to the honor of Tam- 
berlane, that conquering the Muſcovites with exprefſion of a princely 
wvalour, he talls from the joy of the vifory, to a lamentation of the ma- 
ny caſual miſeries they endure, that they are tyed to. follow the' /cading 
of Ambitious Generals : And all this, from the light of the fie/d,covered | 
with the ſonlleſs men. Some report of Ceſar, that he wepr, when he 
heard how Pompey dy'd. Though pity be a downy wertueyer (he never 
(ſhines more brightly, rhan when ſhe is clad in ffeel. A Martial man 
compaſſionate ſhall conquer both in peace and wu; and by a two-fold 
way get Vittory, with honour. Temperate men have their paſſions ſo bal- 
lanced within them, as they have none of citner fide in their height 
and parity. Therefore, as they ſeldom fall into foul atts ; ſo they very 
rarely caſt a luſtre, in the excelling deeds of Nobleneſs. 1 obſerve in the 
general, the moſt famed men of the world have had inthem both,.Cou- 
rage and Compaſſion ; and oftentimes wet eyes, as well as wounding 
hands. 1 would not rob Temperance of her Royalty. Fibins may con- 


quer by delaying, as well as Ceſar, by expedition,” As the caſualties - 
. mm” the 
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the world are, Temperance is a vertne of ſingular worth : But without 
doubt, high ſpirits dirced right. will bear away the Pays for more 
gloriows attions. Theſe are beſt ro raiſe (ommen-wealths : bat the 
orher are beſt to rule them after. This, beſt keeps in order, when 
the other hath ſtood the ſbock of an innovator ; of cither, there is ex- 
cellent uſe, As I will not over-walue the moderate : So 1 will not to00 
much azſeſteem the violent, An arrow,aimed right, is not the worle for 
being drawn home, Thar attion is beſt dohe, which being good, is done 
with the vigour of the ſpirits. What makes zeal ſo commendable, but 
the fervency that it carryeth with 7t ? 


——— ﬀ— — — "ye ee 


| XLVI. 
Of the waſte and change of Time. 


[ Look upon the laviſh Experces of former Ages, with Pity and Ad- 

ziration, That thoſe things men built for the honour of their name, 
(as they thought) are cithcr-caten up by the ſteely Teeth of Time , or 
elſe relt as monuments, but of their pride, and luxury. Great works,un- 
dertaken for offeztation , mils of thcir exd, and tyrn to the Authors 
ſhame : it not ; the tranſitions of time, wear out their engraved zames, 
and they laſt not much longer then Caligula's Bridge over the Baje. 
What is become of the 2auſoleum,or the ſhip-beſtriding Coloſſus? where 
is Marcus Scaurus Theater, thc Bituminated wals of Babylon? and how 
lictle reſts of the eAfgyptian Pyramids ? and of theſe, how divers does 
report give in their Builders? ſome aſcribing them to oxe,lome to axo- 
ther. Who would not pity the zoyls of Yertue , when he ſhall: find 


greater hopor inſcribed to looſe Phpporatten to victorious Alexander ? |} 


who when he had razed the wals of Thebes,ſhe offcr'd to reedifie them, 
with condition this Sextence might but on them be 7nlitrer d : Alexan- 
der pull'd them down; but Phryne did rebuild them. From whence,ſome 
have jeſted it into a quarrel for fame, betwixt-a Whore and a Thief: 
Doubtleſs, no Fortifications can hold againſt the cruel devaſtations of 
Time. I could never yet find apy eftte exempted from this Mutability. 
Nay, thoſe which we would have thought had been held up with the 
ſtrongelt pillars of continuance, have yet ſuffered the extremeſt changes. 
The honſes of the dead, and the wrned bones, have ſometimes met with 
rude hands,that have ſcattered them.VVho would have thought when 
Scanaerbeg was laid inhis #926, that the Twrks ſhould after rifle it, 
and wear-his boxes for Fewels ? Change is the great Lord of the world, 
Time is bis Agezt,: that brings. io all thingsto ſuffer his unſiaid Do- 
minion.' 


——— Ile tot Regum parens, 
, Caret Sepulchro Priamm,e flamma indiget. 
Ardente Troja. = 
_.,—He that had a Prizcecach ſ{onne, 
Now finds no grave, and Troy in flames, 
He wants his Funeral one. 
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We are ſo far from leaving any thing certain to poſterzty,that we can- 
not be ſure to ixjey what we have, while we lzve. We Gwe ſometimes 
to ſee more charges in our ſelves, than we could expet# could happen 
to onr laſting off-ſpring. As it none were ignorant of the Fate, the Poet 
asks. 

Divitis audita eſt cui now opulentia Creſt? 
Nempe tamen vitam, captus ab hoſte tulit. 
Ile, Syracuſ4 modo formidatus in urbe, 
Vix humili duram reppulit arte famem. 
Who has not heard of Creſws heaps of Gold, 
Yet knows his Foe did him a Pris'ner hold ? 
He that once aw'd Sicy/ia's proud extent, 
By a poor Art, could Famine (carce prevent. 

We all put into the world, as men put Moreyinto a Lottery. Some 
loſe all, and get zothing : Some with zothing, get infinice prize ; which 
perhaps vextring again,with hope hope of zncreaſe,they loſe with grief, 
that they did not reſt conrexted. There is nothing that we can confident- 
ly call our own : or that we can ſurely ſay,we ſhall cither do, or avo;d. 
We have not power over the preſent : Much leſs over the future,when 
we ſhall be abſent ; or diſſobved. And indeed, it we conſider the world 
aright, we ſhall find ſome reaſoz,for theſe continual Mutations, It eve- 
ry one had power, to tranſmit the certain poſſeſſion of all his acquiſitions, 
to his own Sxcceedeys, there would be nothing letr, for the Noble Deeds 
of new aſpirers to purchaſe : Which would quickly betray the world, to 
an incommunicable dulneſs , and utterly diſcourage the generous defigns 
of the ſtirring, and more elementary ſpirit. As things now are, every 
man thinks ſomething may fall to his ſpare : and fince ir muſt crown 
ſome indeavours , he #agizes, why not his? Thus by the wvariows 
treads of Mey, every attwn comes to be done, which is requiſite for 
the worlds maintaining. But ſince nothing here below is certain, I will 
never purchaſe any thing with too great a hazard. *'Tis Ambition, not 
Wiſdom, that makes Princes '!hazard their whole eſtates for an honor 
meerly titular. If I find that /ft, which I thought to have keps ; I will 
comfort my ſelf with this, that I knew the #0ri4 was changeable ; and 
that as God can take away a leſs good : ſo he can, it he pleaſe,confer me 
a b4 reater. 


- 


XLVIL 
Of Death. 


"L is no SpeZFacle more profitable, or more terrible, than the 
ſight ofa dying man,when he lies exſpiring his ſoul on his death- 
bed: to ee how the ancient ſocicty of the body and the ſoul is divelled ; 
and yet to ſee how they ſtruggle ar the probes being in ſome doubt 
what ſhall become of them atcer. The ſp5ri#5 ſhrink inward, and retire 
to the anguifhr heare : asif, like Sos preſt from an indulgent Father, 


they would come for a ſad Yale, from that which was their /sfes maiw- 
L taimer : 


—— 


1 


73 


 "_ 


RESOLVES. 


tainer : while that in the mean time pants with frighting pargs ; and 
the hands and feet, being the moſt remote from it, are by degrees Cn- j 
coldned to a faſhionable Clay : as if Death crept in at the xails, and by an 
inſenſible ſurprize, {uffocated the inviror'd heart, To ſee how the wind 
would fain utter it ſelf,when the Orgaps of the woice are ſo debilitated, 
that it cannot. To ſee how the eye Puiles ro a fixed dimmeſs, Which a | 
little before, was ſwitt as the [boots of” Lightzizz, nimbler than the 

thought, and bright as the poliſht Diamond : and in which this Miracle 
was moreeminent than in any of the other parts, That it, bcing a mate- 
rial earthly body, ſhould yer be conveyed with quicker motion, than the 
revolutions of an zxdefinite Soul; ſo ſuddenly bringing the ebjec? to 
conceits,that one would think, the apprehenſion of the heart were (cated 
in the eze itſelf. To ſee all his friends, like Condyits, dropping tears a- 
bour him ; while he neither knows his warts, nor they his cure. Nay, 
even the Phyſician, whoſe whole life is nothing but a fudy and prattice 
to continue the /zves of others, and who is the Anatomiſt of general 
Nature, isnow as one that gazes At a Comer, which he can reach with 
nothing, but his eye alone. To ſee the Conntenarce, ( through which 
perhaps there ſhin'd a lovely Majeſty, even to the captivating of adxzi- 
ring Souls) now altered to a frighttul paleneſs, and the terrours of a 
ghaſtly look. To think, how that which commanded a Family, nay per- 
haps a Kingdom; and kept all in awe, with the moving of a ſporgy 
tongue, is now become a thing ſo full of horror,that Children fear to ſee 
it : and-muſt now therefore be tranſmitted from all thele inchanting 
blandiſhments, to the dark and hideous grave : Where,in ſtead of ſha- 
king of the golden Scepter, it now lyes impriſon'd bur infive foot of 
Lead : and is become a neſt of worms, a lump of filth, a box of pallid pu- 
trefeftion. There is even the diffcrence of two ſeveral Worlds berwixt 
a King enamel'd with his Robes and Fewels, fitting in his (hair of ado- 
red State, and his condition in his bed of Earth, which hath miade him 
bur a Caſe of Crawlers : and yer all this changegwithout the loſs of any 
vifible ſubſtantial : Since all the /imbs remain as they werc,witliout the 
leaſt fign, cither of d;ſlocation, or diminution. From hence *cis, I think, 
Scalzger defines Death to be the Ceſſation of the Souls funttions : as if ir 
were rather a reſtraint, than a miſſive ill, And if any thing at all be 
wanting, 'tis only colour, motion, heat, and empty air. Though indeed, 
if we conſider this diſſolution, man by death 1s abſolutely divided and 
diſ-man'd. That groſs objeQ, which is left to the ſpeCtators eyes, is 
now only a compoſure but of the two baſer Elements, Water, and 
Earth: that now it is theſe two only,that ſcem to make the body, while 
the two purer, Fire and Azr , are wing'd away, as being more fit for 
the compa of an elemental and aſcentive Soul. When thou ſhalt ſee 
all theſe things happen to one whoſe converſation had indeared him to| 
thee ; when thou ſhalt ſee the body put on Deaths ſad and aſhy counte- 
#ance,in the dead age of zight,when ſilent darkneſs does incompaſs the 
dim light of thy glwmmering Taper,and thou hearcſt a ſolemp Bell toled, 
fo tell the world of it; which now,as it were,with this ſoundzis ſtruck 
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fir of the reſtleſs world, Even the moſt wenimeors and moſt ravenous 


| the Go/dex Sun Chariots thorow the rounding 5kie ? How perpetual is 
| the Maidez Moon,in her juſt and horn'd zutarions ? The Fire,how relt- 


- | the: other dance out a winning muſich, this, like a member out of joynt, 
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intoa dumb attention : Tell me it thou canſt then find a thought of | 
thine,devoting thee to pleaſure, and the fugitable zoys of fe ? O what a 
bubble, what a puffe, what but a wink of Life is max ! And with what a 
general ſwallow,Dearh (till gapes upon the gexeral world!when Hadyi- 
47 askt Secundus, Nhat Death was,He anſwered in theſe ſeveral truths: 
It is a ſleep eternal , the Bodies diſſoiution z the rich mans fear ; the poor 
mans wiſh ; an event inevitable ; an uncertain Fourney ; a4 Thief that 
ſteals away man , Sleeps father, Lifes flight ; the departure of the living , 
and the reſolution of all, Who may not trom ſuch fights and thoughts as 
theſe, learn, if he will,both humility and loftineſs > the one to vilifie the 
body, which muſt once periſh in a /ferchful naſtineſs ; The other ro ad- 
vance the Soul, which lives here but for a higher, and more heaven| 
aſcenſion > As I would not care for too much indulgiating of the ih 
which I muſt one day yield to the worms: So T would ever be ftudious 
for ſuch a&tions,as may appcar the iflues of a zoble and diviner Soul, 
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XLVIIIL. 
Of Idleneſs. 


He 1dle mar is the barreneſt piece of Earth in the Orb. There is no | 
Creature that hath fe, bur is buſied in ſome atz0z for the bene- 


|; 
| 
' 


things that are,have their commodities as well as their annoyances : and 
they are ever ingaged in ſome at#ior, which both proficcth the world, 
and continues them in their Nazares courſes. Even the Vegetables, 
wherein ca/m Nature dwels, have their turns and times in fruttifying : 
they /caf, they flowr, they ſeed. Nay, Creatures quite inammate arc 
(ſome) the molt laborious in their »w0#/0u. With what a cheerly tace 


leſs in his quick and catching flames? Inthe Arr,what tranſitions? and 
howflucuous are the ſalted waves?Nor is the the reeming earth weary, 
after ſo many thouſand years produttion? All which may tutor the 
couch-ſtretched man,and raiſe the xzodeſt red to ſhewing thorow his #- 
waſht-face.' 1dleneſs is the moſt corrupting Fly, that can blow in any hu- 
mane mind, That 1anorgpee is the moſt miſerable , which knows not 
whit to:dv.- The 1dle maz is like the dumb Fack in a Virginal: while all 


ſullensthewhole Body, with an ill diſturbing /2zxeſs. 1 do not wonder | 
to ſee {m& of our Gentry. grown (well-neer) the /ewedeft en of our 
Laxd : "fince they are moſt of them, fo muffled in a non-imployment. 
'Tis Attiox that docs keep the Soul both ſweet and ſound : while lying 
fill does tot it to an order d noyſomneſs. Auguſtine imputcs Eſar's lols 
of the bleſſing, partly to his ſlothfulneſs; that had rather receive meat, 
than ſeekir; Surely, exerciſe is.the tarning food of the Sol, without 
which, the grows lank, and thinly-parted. That the Followers oi 
Great men are ſo much debauched),l believe to be want of Imployment: 


| 
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For the Sowl, impatient of an abſolute receſs, tor want of the wholeſom 
food of buſineſs, preys upon the lewder Attions. *Tis true, Aer learn 
to do zl, ,by doing what is next it, yothing. 1 believe Solomon meant 
the field of the ſluggard, as well tor the Embleme of his mind, as the cer- 
tain /udex of his outward ſtate. As the one is over-grown with Thorns 
and Fryers ; ſo is the other with vices and exormitzes. If any wonder 


fidioſus erar. When one would brag the bleſſings of the Roman ſtate, 
that ſince Carthage was raz'd,and Greece ſubjected, they might now be 
happy, as having nothing to fear : Says the beſt Scipio, we wow are moſt 
in danger ; for while we want buſineſs, and have no Foe to awe us, we are 
ready to drown in the mud of Vice and ſlothfulneſs. How bright does the 
Soul grow with aſe and zegotiation ! With what ;proporruun ſweet - 
neſs does that Family flouriſh, whete but one /aborioms Guide ſteererh 
in an order'd Ceurſe ! When Cleanthes had laboured, and gotten ſome 
coin, he ſhews it his Companiens. and tels them, that he mow, if he will, 
can nouriſh another Cleanthes. Believe it, Indgſtry is never wholly un- 
fruitful. If it bring not joy with the ySu_ profit, it will yet baniſh 
miſchief from thy buſfied gates. There is a kind of good Angel waiting up- 
on diligence, that ever carrics a Lagrel in his hand, to crown her, For- 
tune, they ſaid of old, ſhould nat be pray'd unto, but with the hands 


beſide, the zoble head ungarded : but the /zfted arm docs frighten want, 
and is ever a ſhield to that noble drretfor. How unworthy was that man 
of the world, that ne'r did ought,but only /v/d and ay d. Though Epa- 
minondas was ſevere, he was yet exemplary, when he found a ſouldzer 
{leeping in his watch, and ran him thorow with his Sword ; as if he 
would bring the two Brothers, Death and Sleep, to a meeting : And 
when he was blanr'd for thar, as cr#e/ty, he ſays he did but leave him 
as he found him, dead. It is none of the meancſt happineſs, to have a 
ind that loves a vertuors exerciſe : *Tis dayly riling to blefſedneſs and 
contentation. They are idle Divinesthat are not heav nedin their lives, 
above the un-ſtudious man. Every one ſhall ſmell of that he js buſied 
in : as thoſe that ſtir among perfumes and ſpices, ſhall, when they. are 
2one, have ſtil] agrateful odour with them: ſo they,that turn the — 
ot the worthy writer, cannot but retain a ſmagþ of their long-liv'd Au- 
ther. 'I hey converſe with Yertzes Soul, which he that writ, did ſpread 


mind: and withal, heals that vice, which would be ſpringing in' it, 
That I have liberty to do any thing, I account it from the ;tavouring 
Heavens. That I have a mind ſometimes inclining to ule that /iberty 
well ; I think,I may,without ofteztation, be thanktul for it,as'a bounty 
of the Deity. Sure, I ſhould be miſerable, if I did not love this buſineſs 
in my vacaxcy. 'I am glad of that leiſure, which gives me leiſure to 
imploy my ſelf. 1{ 1 ſhould not grow better tor-it ; yet this benefic, 1 
am ſure, would accrue me : I ſhould both keep my ſelt from worſe, 
and not have time to entertain the Devlin. 
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how Egiſftws grew adulterate, the exit of the Verſe will tell him—De- | 


in motto. The boſer#'d fiſt beckens the approach of poverty, and leaves } 
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; upon his /aſting Paper. Every good line adds 'finew to the wertuom | . 
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ST}. all things bave a like pro greſs ion and fall. 


Here is the ſame method thorow all the world in general. All 
things come to their height by degrees ; there they ſtay the leaſt 
of rime ; then they decline as they roſe : only miſchief, being more im- 
portunarte, ruines at once,what Natyre hath been long a rearing. Thus 
the Poet (ung the fall. : 
Ommia ſunt hominum tenui pendentia filo, 
Et ſubits caſu, que valnere, ruunt : 

All that aan holds, hangs but by lender twine ; 
By ſudden chance the ſtrongeſt things decline. 
Man may be kill in an inſtant ;- he cannot be made to /ive, but by 
ſpace of time in comception. We are curdled to the faſhion of a life,by 
time, and (ct ſucoeſſions ; when all again is /oft, and in the moment of a 
minute, gone. Plants, fiſhes, beaſts, birds, men, all grow up by leiſurely 
progreſſions : \o Families, Provinces, States, Kingdoms, Empires, have the 
ſame way of riſe by ſteps. About the height they mult ſtay a while,be- 
cauſe there is a neerneſs to the middle on both fides, as they riſe, and 
as they tall : otherwiſe, their continuance in that #op, is but the very 
poine of rime, the preſent now, which zow again is goye. Then they at 

elt deſcend, but for the moſt part 7wwble. And that which is truc in 
the ſmalleſt particulars, is, by taking a larger view, the ſame in the aj- 
ftended Bulk. There were firſt, Men, then Families, then Tribes, then 
Common-Wealths, then Kingdoms, Moxarchies, Empires ; which,we 
find, have been the height of all worldly dignities : And as wefind thoſe 
Monarchies did riſe by degrees ; fo we find they have (lid again to de- 
cay, There was the Aſſyrian, the Perſian, the Grecian, the Roman. And 
ſure, the height of the worlds glory was in the days of the Rowan Em- 
pire ; and the height of that Empire;in the days of Auguſtus. Peace then 
ently breathed thorow the Univerſe, Learning was then in her fulleſt 

#þ : no Age, either betore or {ince, could preſent us with ſo many 

rowring ingenuities. And then, when the whole world was molt like un- 
to God,un the {way of one Afonarch,when they ſaluted him by rhe Tirle 
of Auguſtus ; and they then, like God, began in rule to be called 7»pe- 
ratores ; This, I take it, wacYhe /ulneſs of time, wherein GOD, the $4- 
viour of the world, vouchlated, by taking humane nature upon him, to 
deſcend in the world. And ſurely the confderation of ſuch things as 
theſe, are not unworthy our #hizghts : Though our Faith be not bred, 
yct it is much confirmed,” by obſervingiſuch /zke circumtances But then 
may we think, how ſmall a time this: Empire continued in this fowriſþ. 
Even the next Emperor,Tiberius, beganto degenerate; Caligula'more ; 
Nero yet,more thanhe,;till it grew ro-be embroyled and diſmembred, 
to an abſolute diviſion. Since, how:hasthe Turk ſeized one in the Eaſt ? 
And the other in the #zf, how much is it ſubdivided; by the dedu@ti- 
on of France,Brifain, Spain? Some have' ak&obſerved the Site of theſe 
Empires,how the firlk was neareſt che Eaſt ;che/next, a Degree further 
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OX; and fo on in diſtant removals, following the courſe of the Sw : ' 


as if beginning in the 92orn77g, of the World, they would wlll make | 
a larger day, by declining toward the weſt, where the Su goes down, : 
atter his riſing in the Eaſt. This may ſtand to the Southern and weſterz | 


| Inhabitants of the World , but I know not how tb. the Northern : tor | 


clſe how can har be be ſaid to riſe ary where which reſterh zo where, | 
but is perpetually in the ſpeed of a circular motion ? For the time, it-/ 
was when the world was within a very little,aged 4ooo, years ; which, | 
[ believe, was much about the »iddle age of the world : though ſccing| | 
there are promiſes that the /atter days ſhall be ſhortwed, we cannot Cx- 
pe the like extent of time atter it,which we find did go before it. Nor 
can we think, but that decay, which haſtens in the 7uize of all lefler 
things, will likewiſe be more ſpeedy in this. 1t all things in the world 
decline faſter by tar, than they do aſcend ; why ſhould we not believe 
the world to do fo too ? I know not what certain grounds they have, 
that dare aflume to forctel the particular time of the worlds conflagra- 
tion. Bnt ſurely in reaſon, and Nature, the exd cannot be mightily di- 
ſtant. We have ſeen the fancy, the Touth, the Virility,all paſt : Nay, 
we have ſecn it well ſept into years, and declination, the moſt infallt- 
ble premonitors of a diſſolution. Some could believe it within leſs than 
this nine and twenty jears, becauſe as the Floud deſtroy'd the former 
world, one thouſand fix hundred fitty fix years after the firft deſtroying 
Adam ; (o the latter world ſhall be conſumed by firs, one "thouſand 
ſix hundred fifty and ſix years: after the ſecond ſaving - Adam ; 
which is Chri/?. But I dare not fix a certainty, where God hath left the 
world in ignerance. The exact knowledge of all things is in God only.But 
ſurely, by colleions from Nature and Reaſon, Man may much he! 
hinſelt, in lkel;hood and probabilities. Why hath Man an arguing ow, 
premeaditating Soul, if. not to think on the courſe and cauſes of things, 
thereby to magnihic his Creatoy in them? I will often mule in ſuch like 
Theams : tor, beſides the pleaſure I ſhall meert;'in knowing further ; 1 
ſhall find my Sort, by admiration of thele wonders, to love both Reaſon, 
and the Dezty better. As our admiring of things evil, guides us toa ſe- 
cret hate and deceſſion : ſo, whatſocver we applaud for goodneſs, cannot 
but cauſe ſome rasſe in our affettions. 


| L: 
Of DetraFion. | 

I ſome «lucky diſpoſitions, there is ſuch an envious kind of Pride, 

that they cannotendure-thar any bur themſelvesſhould be ſet forth 
for excellent :: ſo chat when they hear one juſtly praiſed,chey will either 
ſeek ro diſmount his Yerzues ; or, if they be like a'Hlear {jght,eminent; 
they will fab him with a Bu# of derrad#ten : as if there were ſomething 
yet ſofout, as did obwubilete cyen his brighteſt glory,” Tins when their | 
tongue cannot juſtly condewy him; they will leave him in fuſpe&ted ill, 
by ſilence. Surely, if we confidered derratFatiors, ito be bred of exwy, | 


rages 
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neſted only in deficient minds ; we ſhould find, that the applauging of 
virtue would win us far more hoxor, than the /eeting (lily roidifterage 
it. That would ſhew we /ov/d what we commended; while this'tells the 
world, we grudge at what we want ,in our (elves, Why may we'net 
think the Poer meant them for DerratFors, which ſprung of the reethuf 
Cadmus poyſoned Serpent ? I am ſure their ends may parallel z1 for they 
uſually murther one another in their fame : and where they. find nod 
ſpors,chey deviſe them, Ir is the baſeſt Office Man can fall into, to make; 
his 2orgue the whipper of the worthy man, If we do know vices in men, 
I think we can ſcarle ſhew our ſelves in a »obler wirtue, than in the cha- 
| rity of concealing them : ſo it be not a flattery, perſwading to contt- 


| moſt unbeſceming the report of a {dar VWho will not condemnſhim 
as a Traitor to reputation and ſociety, that tells the private. fault of his 
friend, to the publick and depraving World ? \Nhen:two friends part, 
they ſhould lock up one anothers-ſevxets, and- interchange their keys. | 
The honeſt man will rather be a greve 10 his ach 3 fails, than any! 
way uncurtais them. I care not for his humor, that loves to clip: me! 
wings of a lofty fame. The Counſel in the Satzrel do well approve ot., 
———Abſentem qui rodit amicum, ooL-116:\ | 
Qui non defenait alio culpante, ſolutos Wl 
Qui captat riſus hominum, fa » Atracss, 
Fingere qui nox viſa poteſt, commiſſa tacere . 
Ont nequit; hic niger eſt, hunc tu, Romane, cqueto. 
Who bites his abſent Friend, | 
Or not defends him blam''d, bur holds along 
With mens looſe laughter, and each praters tongue ; 
That feins what was not, and diſcloaks a ſow! ; 
Beware him, Noble Rowan, he is foul. 
And for the moſt part,he is as dewgerowe,in another vice as this. He that 
can detratt unworthily, when thou canſt not anſwer him ; can-flazzer | 
thee as #wworthily, when thou canſt not chuſe but heer him. *Tis uſual, 
with him to ſ-verh it in the Chamber, that keeps a railing toxgue for the: 
Hall. And beſides all this, it implies a kind of cowerdiſe : for who will 
judge him otherwiſe, that but then unbuttons his rumor'd &reft, when 
he Ps none to oppole thefpigneſs of his /ooks and tongue ? The wali- 
ant mans tongwe;though it never boaſteth vainly,yert is ever the greateſt 
| Cowardin abſence : but the Coward is never valiant bur then : and then! 
too, tis without his heart, or ſpirit. There is nathing argues Nature 
more degenerate, than her ſecret repining at anochers #raxſcendency. 
| And this,beſides the ill, plunges her into this folly;that by this atF, ſhe' 
{is able leſs to diſcern. He that pretending virtue is buſie in the faims 
| of men, is like to him that ſecks loft gold in aſbes, and blowip rains 
about,hides that more,which he better might have found withfelweſs. 
| To over-commend a man, I know is not good : but the DetratFor 
wounds three with the ove Arrow of his wiperoya Fongue.-Indeed it is 
hard to ſpeak a may true, as he is : buthowſoever, I would not act 
prave / 


| 
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nuance, And if itbe in «bſence, even ſometime that which 1s #rueg\ is} - 
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prave the fame of the abſezt: *Tis then a time for prazſes, rather than 
tor + x0 5A Let praiſe be voyced to the ſpreading air ; but chidings | 
whiſper'd in the kifſfed ear : Which aGtion teaches us, even while we : 
chide, to love. If there be Virtues, andI am call'd ro ſpeak of him hart | 
ownsthem, 1 will tell rhem forth «»partially. If rhere be vices mixt | 
with thoſe, I will be content the wor/d ſhall know them by ſome other 
tongue than mine. | 


— — 


_—_ ———— —— 


LI. 
Againſt Compulſzon. 


| A* nothing prevails more than Courteſie : ſo Compulſion often is the 
way to /oſe, Too much mportunity does but reach men how to 
deny. The more we deſire to gain, the more do others dere that they 
may not /oſe. Nature is cver jealous of her own ſupremacy: and when 
ſhe ſees that others would «zder-tread it, ſhe calls in all her powers 
for reſiftance. Certainly they work by a wrong Engine, that feck to 
gaintheir exds by conſtraint. Crols two Lovers, and "_ knit but their 
affettion ſtronger.” You may ſtroak the Lyon into a bondage : but you 
(nall ſooner hew him to preces,than beat him into a chain. The Fox may 
praiſe tne Crows meat from her Bill: bur cannot with his ſwifrneſs 
overtake her wing. Eafie Nature,and free liberty, will ſtcal a man into 
a winy exceſs : when urged healths do but ſhew him the way to ref#ſe. 
| The xobleſt weapon, wherewith Marx can conquer, is love, and gerntleſt 
courteſie. How many have loſt their hopes, while thcy have ſought to 
raviſh them with too rude a hayd > Natureis more apt to be ſed by 
the ſoft moxions of the »zuſical rogue, than the ruſtick threſhings of a 
ſtriking arm. Love of life, and Folliries, will draw 2 man to more, than 
the fear of death, and torments. No doubt, Nature meant Ceſar for a 
Conquerour, [when ſhe gave him both ſuch conrage, and ſuch courteſie ; 
both which put 2Zarias into a #wuze. They which durſt ſpeak to him, 
(he ſaid) were 2zmorant of hi greatneſs ; and they which durſt nor, 
were ſoot his goodneſs. They are men the beſt compoſed, that can be re. 
ſolute, and remiff. For, as fearful Natures are wrought upon by the 
ſternneſs of a rowgh comportment : ſo the valiant arc not gain'd on, bur 
by gentle affability, and a ſhew of pleaſitlg liberty. Little Fiſhes are 
rwitched up with the violence of a ſuddez pull , when the like aftion 
cracks the /inze, whereon a great oze hangs. I have known denyals,that | 
had never been given,bur for the earnmeſizeſs of the requeſter. They teach 
the petitioned to be ſuſpicious ; and ſuſpicion teaches him to hold and for- 
tifie. He that comes with you muſt have me, is like to prove but a fruit- 
leſs wooer. Ulrge a grant to ſome men, and they are imexorable ; ſeem 
careleſs, and they will force the thing upon you. Auguſtus got a friend 
of Cinna, by giving him a ſecond life, whereas his death could ar beſt 
but have remov'd an Enemy. Hear but his exiled Poet. 
Fleftitur obſequio curvatus ab arbore rams : 
Franges, {g vires Feperiere Fas. 


Obſequio, 


da. - _ — ——— —y 


— 


| love ; when that only leaves a /othſons hate behind ir, 


lt 
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Obſequis tranantur aque, nee-vincere poſſis 
Flumina, fi contra, quamrapit usda nates. 

Obſequium Tygresq, domat, twmideſq; Leones : 
Ruſtica paulatim taurui aratra ſubit. 

The Trees crooke-branches, gently bent, grow right ; 

When as the hands full vigor breaks them quite, 

He ſately ſwims, that waves along the flood; 

While croſſing ftreams is neither ſafe nor good. 

Tygers and Lyons, mildneſs keeps in awe : 

And, gently us'd, Buls yoaktin'Ploug hs will draw. + 

Certainly, the fair way is the beſt, though ir be ſomerhing the further 

abogt, *T1s leſs ill for a Fourney to be long, than dangeroms.To vex other 


me. I will never wiſh to purchaſe ought unequally : What ts got a- 
gainſt reaſor, is for the moſt part won, by the meeting of a Feel and 
Knave. If or be ſought with re«ſoz, that may come with kindneſs ; 


I will be content to loſe alittle, rather than be drawn to obtain by v4- 
olence, The trouble and the hazard we avoid, may very well ſweeten, 
or out-weigh a ſlender loſs. Conſtraint is tor extremities,when all ways 
elſe (hall fail. But in the general, Fairneſs has preferment. If you grant, 
the other may ſupply the deſire; yet this does the like, and purchaſerh 


LII. 
. Of Dreams. 


Reams are notable means of difcovering our own zncl;nations. The 
[) wiſe man earns to know himſelf as well by the zights black man- 
tle, as the ſearching beams of day. In ſleep, we have the naked and natu- 

al thoughts of our ſouls; outward objeFs interpoſe nor,cither ro ſhuffle 
i occaſional cogitations, or bale out'the included fancy. The mind is then 


Iſle of an, are then open, to in-let any ſtrange difturbers,- Surely,how 
we fall to wice, or riſe ro virtwe, we, may by obſervation find in our 
dreams. It was the wiſe Zeno, that ſaid; he could colle@ a man by his 


r ot 


affeftions : which in the-buſte dey, ſhe 


dreams ; and wit 


men, I will think, is butto tutor them, how they ſhould again vex | 


for then Reaſon in their own boſoms, will beeome a pleadey for me : bur | 


(but ws the Burrough of the body :--Hone of the (3»queperts, of the 


Dreams. For then this ſoul, ſtared in a'decp ropuſe' bewrayed her true| 
would eithe flew, or 70 | 

| notre. It was a cuſtom _—— the Indians, _ bo =_ __ to 
their ſlezp,'to pray-wit Piping no acclematrions char they might have happy | - 
xr at conſult cl] fortheir Subjeifs benchr ; as if the 


, 


night had been a time, wherein they mightgrow good, and wiſe, And 


| certainly, the wiſe wanis the wiſer tor his ſleeping, he can orde# well | 


in the day, what the eye-leſs night preſenteth 


. 
— CET —h— FY 


1im. Every dream is riqt | 
to be counted of:nor yer:are alto be'icalt away withtontenpr.l would | 


neither be a Sroick,, £10848 inal" tor yet 1n wy ”" "confidey ate | 
of none. Ifthe pris 9s by -— 4” of the De ofe of the __ 
—_—_—ERE _ 1 tee 


| 


— 
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| Dreams doſomectimes call us.toa recognition of our inclinations, 


.  ———— 
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L ſee nor, but the Divine may do (o, concerning the ſev. I doubt. not. 
'bur the Genius of the Soxl is w_ and - 4m in r_ = | 
ſures,of the impriſoning eye-lids, But to preſage irom thele thoughts ol 
- 2 wiſderw 4 iy Say not reach eſe beſt uſe we can make 
of dreams,is obſervation : and by that, our ownicarettion, or incourage- 
ment, For, *tis not deubtable, but that the znjgd is working, 1n the 
dulleſt depth of ſleep, 1 am confirmed by Claudia, 
Omnia que ſenſu voluuntar vots dinrno, | 
Tempore notturno redait amica quies. = 
Venator defeſſa toro can menubra reponit,' 
Mens tamen 4d ſyluas, & ſus luſtra redit. 
| Tadicibs Lites, anrige ſommis cnrri, 
Vanaque notturnis meta cavetur equis. 
Furto gandet amans ; permutat navite merces : 
Et vigil elapſas quaerii avar _ 
Blandaque largitur fruftrefitientivuns agris, 
Irriguus gelide poeuls fonte ſopor.. 
Me guogue Muſarum findium, ſub note fulents, 
Ariihus Aſſiduts, ſellicitare ſolet. | 
Day thoughts, tranſwinged from th* induftrious breft, 
All ſeem re-aRecd in the nights dumb reſi. 7 
When the tyr'd Huntſman his repoſe begins, | 
| _ - Then flyes his mind to Woods, and wild Beaſts dens. 
| Judges dream caſes : Champions ſeem to run, 
Wirth their night Courlſers, the vain bounds to ſhun, 
Love hugs his rapes, the Merchant traffique minds, 
The Miſes thinks he fome loſt treaſure finds. 
And to the thirſty fick ſome potion. cold 
Stiffe flattering ſleep inancly ſeems to hold. 
| Yea, and an5h' age of filent reſt,ever I, 
Troubled with Arts deep muſings, nightly lye. 


which print the deeper in ſo. wwdiflurbed times... I could wiſh :men to 
ive = > theit coxftacration, but not to alloy them their 2raft, Lioagh 
ometimes tis caſie to pick qut-« profitable Merah,; Antiquity had them 
in much more 7everexce, and did oft accountrhenyprophefies, as is ea- 
fily found in the ſacred welwwe'; and among the, Heather, nothing was 
| more frequents, Aſtzages bad wwo bf .his daughter Mandana,. the Vine, 
and her Urin.. Caiphuraia of her Coſy, 3; Heewbs of Paris; and: almoſt 
every Prince among them, had his Fare ſbewed in i#terpreted dreams. 
Galen tells of one,that dreew#d his thjph was turn'd to fone,whenfoon : 
after it was ſtruck with a-dead;Peifie. The aptneſs of the hamors to the | 
like effet#s, mi inbaggeſi ſyenerhiog tothe rind, then apt to receive. | 
Sg. that I doubt nor ..but eighertopreſerve health or: amend the life, 
dreams, raay, to a wiſe ebſerver, be of ſecialbrnefit, 1 would: ocicher 
depend. upon. any to incyr a. prejunice, nar yer caſt themvall away, ina |- 


progig/ neglet# and rorn,l find itof one that having long been croubled' 


with 
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the v»/gar, that buyes it with'theriine of himſelf,and his famrly. He 
| fears he is not /ov/4, unleſs rthathebeloofe and ſratrering. They ate 
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with the paining ſpleen ; that he dreamp't, if he opehed a certain vein, | 
berween two of his fingers,he ſhould be cared: which he,awaked,did; 
and mexded. But, indeed I would rather believe this, thei be drawn| 
to pradtiſe aiter it. Theſe predidtions are more rare fore-relling3,ufed to 
be lapp'd in o-ſcured folds : and now that Art loſt,Chriſtianity. hath ſer- | 
led us to leſs i»quiſition; tis for a Reman Soothſayer to read thoſe dark- 


on with his mother, ſignified his ſubjetFing of the world to himſelf. 'Tis| 


for the power of the Goſpel, in crying down the w4insof men, it would | 
appear a wonder, how a Science ſo pleaſing ro humanity, ſhould fall ſo 
quite tO rune, $: 


"6K -LI1L. 
Of Bonnty. 


Here is ſuch a Royalty in the mind, as betrays 4 man to baſereſs, 
and to poverty. Excefles, for the moſt part, have but ill conclu- 
frons. There is a dunghil miſchief,that awaits even the 1242 of the bounti-' 
os ſoul: and they,that had ſtore of a native gordneſs,grow at laſt to the 
prattice of the fouleſft willanies. They are free as the deſcending rain,and 
pour a plenty on the general world. 'l his Munificence conſumes them, 
and brings them to the ſeries of an empryed Mine. Yet, in this fall of 
their melted demeans , they grow aſhamed to be publickly ſeen come 
ſhort of their wonted revelling. So, rather than the wor/d ſhall ſee an 
alteration, they leave no lewdneſs privately unpraZtiſed. 'Tis a noted 
truth of Tacitus. e/Afrarinm,ambitione exhanſtumsper ſcelera ſupplendum 
erit, Treaſure ſpent ambitiouſly,will be ſupply d by wickedneſs. "Tis pity, 
that which bears the. name of Noble, ſhould be parent of ſuch+hared 


decline? Vain-gloryends in lewdneſs, and contempt. The laviſh mind 
loves any indirettion better than to flag in fate: A fond popularity be- 
witches the ſoul, to' ſfrow about the ' wealth, and means: and, to fred 
tha diſperſive humor, all ways ſhall be trodden, though they-never ſo 
much «xworthy the man. Surely, we nick-name the ſame floodding wan, 
when we call him by the name of Brave. His ſtrivingzto be like a God 
in Bounty, throws'him to the low?ff eftate 'of man. 'Ti1s for none, but 
him that has «ll, to giveto all a4bvwndantly. Where the carrying ffream 


Tis greater, than the bringin? one;rh& bottom will be quickly waterleſs-; 
SF ; Z quickly | 


then what c 10n Mir} to Tay, There is a plenty waſted ? He 
has the beſt Fame, that keeps hisefare unniggardly ? The other flux, is 
mecerly out of weakweſs, He overvalues the drunken and reeling ove of 


er ſpirits of the night, and tell thar ſtill DitFator ; His dreem;of copulati-| 


now ſo out of uſe, thar I think it not to be recovered. And were it hot | 


Viteneſs. What is it Ambition will not pratZiſe, rather than let her port | 


fools thar think their minds ill-woven; unlefs they have 4howance from 
the popular lamp. The wiſe man is tits own both world and Fadge ; he 


gives what he knows'ts'fir for his2ff#re, ard him, without ever caring 
M 2 | 


how' 
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how the waving Tamult takes LY To weak minds, the People arc the; 
greateſt Paraſites : they -worſbip arid#zee them, to the ſpending of, a 
tair inheritaxce : and rhen they-craſh them with the heavy load of Pity. 
'Tis the inconfiderate Man,that revels out a ſpacious Fortune. He. never. 
thinketh how the heap will eſſen, becauſc he looles, bur by graizs,and. 
parcels, They are ill Stewards, that ſo ſhowy away a large State. Says. 
Democritws, when he ſaw one giving to all, and that would want zo-. 
thing which his mind did crave; Mayeſt triou periſh unpitied,tor making! 
of the Yirgis Graces, Harlots, He made his /berality, like a #hore, to, 
court the Publique ; when indeed ſhe ought to wiz by modeſty. For, as 
the Harlers offers but procure the gaod mers hate: So when bounty 
| proves a Cartezan,& offers too undecently,it fails of gairing owe, and 
== bur tae drſlike of the wiſe. He does bounty injury, that ihews her 


| ſo Much, as he makes her but be /awgh'd at, Who gives or ſpends too 


much, mult fall, or clſe deſiſt with ſhame. To live well of a 4rrle, is a 
grcat deal more honer,than to ſpend & great deal vainly.To know both 
when, and whar to part withal, is a k»owledge taar. befits a.Prince.The 
beſt objec? of bounty, is either eceſſity, or deſert. The beſt 2otivs, thy 
own goodneſs : And the limit, is the ſafery of thy fate. For, this I will 
conitantly rhink ; The beſt beurty of man, is, not to. be too bourtiful 
It is not good to make our kindzeſs to others, to 'be crwelty to our 
ſebves and ours. 


Eee er emu 


XLIV. 
Of Mans Inconftancy. © 


O weatherceck under Heawves is ſo variable, as inconſtkant Man. 
Every breath of wiz, fans higa to a variows ſbape. As-if his mind 
were {o near akin to Ar, as it muſt,withevery motion, be in a perperu- 
al change. Like an Inſtrumc..t cunningly platd ox, it does riſe, and fall, 
and alter,and all on a a /udacn. Weare Feathers blown in the bluſter of 
our own looſe paſſions, and are meerly-the dalliance of the flying winds. 
How many in an inſtant have zz#7thered the men they have lowd? as 
if Accidens were the Fate of things; and.the Epicure-had balked 7rath. 
How ardently can we «fe ſome, even beyond the deſire of dying for 
them, when immediatcly one ſudden Ebullition of Choler (ſhall render 
chem extremely offenſive? nay, ſteep them in our hete,and curſes ? Be- 
hold the hold which Mar doth take of Han ! 'tis Joſt in a moment,with 
but the clacking of the/tormgue, a. ned, or frown, or any ſuch like nothing. 
We cancel leagues with friends, make:new ones with our Enemies, and 
break them ere coxcluded. Our Favorites with the places alter : And 
our hate hath wings to alizht, and depart. In our azer, how infinitely 


| does the variation of humors dilrelliſh the ill caſting palate? what to 


day we raven on, is the ri/e of the next days ſtomach, In our recreations 
how inconſtantly /wing ? ſometimes affecting the -noiſeful Hound ; 
ſometimes the tiller pore of the wing z though ever inggged to a giddy 


— — —— 


wvarjety. In our Apparel how mwtable ? as it faſhion were a God, that 


needs | 
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needs would be ador'd.in charges. Our-wthole He is but a oreater,and | 
| longer child-hood, What man living would not die with anguiſh, were 


they be ever turnizg, yer arc never pleaſing, but when they proceed 
from the #ative freedom of the Soul? which argues her change not more 


| They firit flowing to incite Deſire, then powred out upon an object, dye 
in their birth, while more ſucceed them, Like Sonldters in a running 
| Skirmiſh,come up,diſchargefall off. flie,and re-inforce theraſelves.Only or- 
der is in ther proceedings, while confuſton doth diſtradt the mar.Surely, 
chere is nothing argues his 2perfettion more. ; For though the Nboler 
Elements be moſt Motive,and the Earth lealt of all,which is yer baſeſt : 
yet are they never mutable, , bur as the objec# that rhey fix on makes 
chem ; nor do they ever wander from that quality, wherewith Nature 
did at firſt iveſt then, But man, had he no objecd?, he would change 


— — 


tainly, the belt is a noble conſtancy. For, perfection is immurable. Bur 
for things imperfett,change is the way to perfet# them. It gets the name 
| of wilfulneſs, when it will not admit of a lawful change,. to the beter. 


| things ill, *ris not »4r#xe, bur an abſolure Yice. In all changes, 1 will| 
have regard to theſe three things: Gods approbation,my own benefit, and 
the #ot-harming of my Neighbour,whcre the change is not a fawls, I will 
never think it a diſgrace ;: though the great Exchange,the World, ſhould | 
judge it ſo, Where it is a faw/#, I would be conftanr, though outward 
things (hould wiſh my ##rning.He hath but a weak warrant for what 
he does,that hath only the fortune to find his bad a&#iozs plauſible. 


2s LV. 
Of Logick. 


Othing hath ſpoyl'd Tr#th more than the /ywvention of Logick. It 
N hath tound our ſo many diſtini#tons, that it inwraps Reaſors in a 
miſt of doabts. *Tis Reaſon drawn into too' fine a thred ; tying up Truth 
in a twiſt of words, which, being hard\ro wwlpeſe , carry her away as a 
priſoner. *Tis a net to-intangle her, or an art.inſtrytting you , how to 
tell a reaſonable ye. - VWhen Diogenes heard Zeno, with ſubtle Args- 
ments, proving that there was no Motjop :.he ſuddenly farts up, and 
walks. Zeno asks the «cauſe? Says:he again, 1 but —_— your. xeaſons, 
Like an over-curious workman,it hath 'ſought-to.make T; ruth fo excel- 
lent ; that it hath marr'd it. Yves ſaith, He doubrs not bur the Dews/ 
did. invent-it. Ir teaches.to oppoſe the Truth, and to be falſely 9/i- 
xate, ſo.cunningly delighting, to pur her ro the worſe, by aeceit. As. a 
| Conceiteſt,it hath: laid on-ſo-many,colowrs, that the conngerfeit 1s (more 


he bound to tollow another, 1n all his ax/tedfaſ? motions; which though | 


out of object, than her ſelf, andthe humors wherewith: ſhe is compoſed, | 


alone ; and even to ſuch things, as Nature did not once intend him.'| 
Minds thus temper'd, we uſe to call too light, as ifrhey were wnequally/ | 
mixt,and the two nimbler Elements had gotten the predomnance. Cer- | 


|| Therefore Conſtancy, without Knoyzledge, cannor be always good, In |. 


various than the pattern. . It gives us ſo.many, likes, that we ages oy 
| ER ; * ic 
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' know not which is he. And as.we know there 1s but one Prince, ſo we 
know there is but one Truth ; yet by reaſon of the Maſque, Fudgment 
# diflratted, and deceived. There might be a double reaſon, why the 
Areopagite bani(ht Stilpo,for proving by his Sephiffry, Minerva was no 


not fit, to ſuffer one to wanton with the Gods. Sure, howloever men 


but one of our own. 

Naſcitur in tenebris animal, puer, inſcius, infans, 

| Conferat Oxonium ſe, cito fiet homo. 

A thing born blind, a child, and fooliſh too, 

Shall be made man, if it to Oxford go. 
Ariſtarchus his Qaip, may fall upon our Times : Heretofore' (ſays he) 
there were but feven wilt men : and nowit 1s hard to find that num- 


wiſe ; though I doubt, ſome will never be ſo, but by. help of Zogick. 
' Nature her (elf makes cvery man a Logrcran: they that brought in the 
Art, have preſented us with one that hath over-afed her : and ſome- 
thing ſfrazz'd her beyond her gennine plainxeſs. But I ſpeak this of Zo- 
gick ar Targe, for the pure Art is an Excellency. Since allis in ſe, *tis 
good to retain it, that we may make it defend s, againſt it ſeif. There 
is no way to ſecure a 27ne, but to comntermine, Otherwiſe , like the 


when the /”vextion of Man, ſhall ſtrive with the 2»weſtzgation of Su- 
pream Nature ? In matters of Religion, 1 will make Faith my means to 
aſcertain,ttough not comprehend them ; For other matters, I will think 
ſimple Nature the beſt Reaſon,and naked reaſon the beſt Logick. It may 


helpme to ſtrip off doubts, bur I would not have it help to wake them. 


— 
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LVI. 
Of Thoughtſulneſs in Miſery. 
Ti unfortunate mans wiſdom, is one of his greateſt anſeries. Utn- 


bur rhe blacker face of mourning. *Tis no commendation, to have an in- 
ſight deep in Calamity. lt can ſhew him miſcheif which a Poo/ſces nor ; | 
ſo help him to vexarion,which he cannar tell how to cure. In temporal 
rhings; *tis one great happineſs to be free from miſerjes :- A next to 
that, is. not to be ſenſible of them. There is a comfort, in ſceing bur the 
ſpell of Jerrow. And in my opinion, he docs wiſely, that, when grief pre- 
ſents he? ſelf, lets her wear a vizor, fairer than her neked skm.- Cer- 
rainly, Tis a feticity to be an honeſt fool, when the piercing eye of his 
ſpirit, ſhall not ſee into the bowels of his artendaxt trouble. I believe 
{hav our 


RESOLVES. | 
which is the ſame. Truth, iz logical arguments, is like a Prince iti 4 | 
Maſque ; where are ſo many other preſented inthe ſame attire, that we 


| Geadeſs : One, to ſhew their diſlike to the Art * another, that ir was | 


might firſt zzvezt it, for the help gftruth, ir hath prov's bur a help to} 
wraxgle : and a thing to ſer the mind at jar in it ſelf : and doing no-| 
ching but confound copceit,it grows 2 Foy to laugh ar.Ler me give you | 


ber of fools. For every man will be a Sophiſter, aud rhen he thinks he's | 


Art of Memory, 1 think it ſpoils the Natural. How can it be otherwiſe, | 


| 


i 


i 


leſs ir be as well able to conquer, as diſcern, it only ſhews him | | 


; 
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our ezes would be cver winterly,it we gave them the flow but tor every 
juſt 9ccafion, 1 like of Solon's courſe, in comforting his conſtant friend: 
when taking him up to the top of a Turret, over-looking all the piled 
buildings, he bids him think, how many Diſconterts there hal becn in 
hers ſince their f74ming, how many are, and how many will be. 
Then, if he can, to leave the world's calamities, and mourn but for his 
own. To mourn for none elſe, were hardzeſs, and injuſtice. To mourn 
for all, were endleſs. The beſt way is,to wncontratt the brow, and let the 
worlds mad ſpleen tret;tor that we ſmile in woes. Sorrows are like patrid 
graves, the deeper you dig, the fuller both of fexch,and horror. Though 
conſideration and a Fool bc contraries, yet nothing increaſeth miſery like 
ir. Who ever knew a Foo! dye of a diſcontenting melancholy ? So poor 
a condition is man falr.to, that even, his glory is become his puniſhment : 
and the rays of his wiſdems light him but to ſec thoſe axgazſbes, which 
the darkneſs of his wind would cover.Sorrows arc not to be cutertgin'd 
with hugs, and lengthned complements ; bur the caſt of the eye, and the 
put-by of the turning hand. Search not a wound too deep, leſt you 
make'a new oxe. It was not ſpoken without ſome Reaſon, Thar forty- 
zate is better than wiſe ; ſince whoſoever is that,ſhall be chought ro be 
this. For vulgar eyes judge rather,by the evext,than the intention. And 
he that is wwfortwnate,though he be wiſe, ſhall find many,that will dew 
him with that at leaſt ſuppoſed folly. This only is the wiſe mans bene- 
fit : As he ſees more miſchiefs ; ſo he can curb more paſſions : and by 
this means hath wit enough,to endure his pazxs in ſecrecy. I would look 
ſa far into'croſſes, as tocure the preſent, and prevent the future : Bur 
will never care for ſearching further, or indearing carcs by thoughtul- 
neſs. They are like Charoxs Cave in taly,where you may enter a little 
way, without danger, and further perhaps with benefit, but going to 
the exd, it ſtifles you. No Ship but may be caſt away, by putting roo 
far into tempeſinons Seas. 


| LVIL 
Of 11 Conipany. 


| E have no Enemy like baſe Company: it kills both our fame, 
VV andour ſouls, It gives'ns wounds, which never will admit of 
healing: and is not only. di{graceful,but miſchievous. \Wer't thou a King, 
it would rob thee.of thy Royal Majeſty ; who would reverence thy 
ſway, when, like Nero;thou ſhould'lk Tavern out thy time with wax- 
rons, triumph with Minſtrels in thy: Chariot, and preſent thy ſelf upon a 
Common tage with the buskin'd Tregedian, and the Pentomime ? *Tis 
like a Ship new trimmed, whereſoever you but rouch, ic ſopls you: and 
though you be cleay; when you enter, even a little 7070s will fill you 


| with defiled badges." And then. the whiter the Swan is , the more is 


the black apperent.. How: many have died igweminieuſly, and bave uſed 


their laſt brearh,only to complein of this ; as the #itch that had inchen- 


27 them, to the evilc that they now muſt ſoert for > 'Tis an Engine 


where+ 
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wherewith the Devil is ever prattiſing, to lift Man out of Yirtues ſeat. 
'Tis the ſpiritual whore, which toys the good map to his: ſouls undoing. 
Certainly, if there be any Da{tlah under Heavey, it is in bad Society. 
This will bind ws, betray us, blind us, andow. Many a man had- been 
good that is not,if he had bur kept good company. When the Achates of | 
thy /ife ſhall be ;#, who will not 7magize thy bfe to be ſo too ?. even 
waters change their virtaes, by running thorow a- changed vein. No 
max but hath both geodand bad in his xatnre, either of which fortifie, 
as they meet with their /ke ; or decline, as they find a comtrary, VWhen 
Vice runs in a ſingle firearm,” tis then a paſſable ſhallow ;5 but when many 
of theſe ſhall fall into #pe,they ſwell a deeper channel to be own?d in. 
Good and wiſe Aſſociates, are like Princes in defenſive Leagues 31 one de- 
fends the other againſt the devices of the common'Fee. Lewd ones are | 
{ like the -ziftaken Lanthorn in 88. which under pretence of guiding,will 
draw us unto hazard, and loſs among onr Eremres. Nor was the fitti- 
on of the Syrens any other in the Moral, then pleaſant wits; vitiated in| 
accuſtor? d lewdneſs;who for that were feighned to be Morſters ofa par- 
ted zatare, and with ſweet tunes,intifed men to deſtruction, Could my 
name be ſafe, yet my ſoul were in danger ; could my ſoul be free, yet 
my fame would ſuffer ; were my body and eſtateſecure, yer thoſe other 
two (which are the pureſt excellexcies of Men) are ever laid at the 
flake. 1 know, Phyſicians may converſe with fick ones, uninfeted: but 
then, they muſt have ſtronger Antiaotes, than their nature gives them : 
elſe they themſelves (ball ſoon ard in need, of, what themfelves: oxce 
were, Phyſicians. One rotted Apple, will infect the floor, . The putr;7d 
Grape, corrupts the whole ſound Clſter. Though I be no Hermite, to 
fitaway my days in a dull Cell ; yet will I chuſe rather to have na Comp- 
"panion, than a bad one. 1f I have found any good, I will cheriſh them, as 
the choiſe of men : or as Angels, that are ſent for. Guardians. If I have 
| any had ones, I will fudy to loſe them © left by keeping them, 'I loſe 
my ſetf in the end. NO _ 


. 
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deſpiſed virtue, how aniſerable, and how flormy is her Sea? Cer 
for rhe preſent, the good man ſeems tobein the diſgrace of Heaven; He: 
ſmarts, and pines; and ſadneth his incumbred ſoul and /ives as ir, wete; 
in the frown, -and the'-nod of the'7raducing world, When the: 'Epicare! 
conſidered this, it madehim to exclude the- Providence, Aud farely' 
ro view the virrak with bur Natares eyes," « manwould:think, they! 
werethings-that Natwre env? d; or that the whole:world were de 
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Have we not ſeen the vices of the aged Fat 
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with a poyſonow lye, in making only the virtuous happy. *Tis only the 
daring ſoul, that digeſting vice 1n groſs,climbs $5 the ſeat of Hopor. In- 
nocence is become a ftazr to let others riſe to our abuſe,and not to raiſe 
our ſelves to greatzeſs. How rare is it to find one raiſed for his ſober 
worth and virtue? What was it but Foſeph's goodneſs, that brought 
him to-the /focks,and Irons? Vhereas it he had coap'd with his 7zticer, 
'tis like be might have ſwam in Gola, and liv'd a lapling to the filk, and 
dainties, The world is ſomuch Knave, tbat 'tis grown a vice to be ho- 
neſt. Men have removed the Temple of Hozor,and have now let it, like 
an arbor, in a wilderneſs,where unleſs we trace thoſe devious ways,there 
is no hope of finding it. Into whart a ſad (omplaint, did theſe thoughts 
drive the weighty Tragedian ? | 

Res humanas ordine nullo 

Fortuna regit, ſpargitque manu 

Munera ceca, pejora fovens. 

Vincit ſanttos dira libias ; 

Frau ſublimi regnat in auld. 

Tradere turpi faſces populus 

Gaudet : eoſdem colit, atque odit. 

Triſtis virtus perverſa tulit 

Pramia retti : Caſtos ſequitur 

Mala paupertas, vitioque potens 

Regnat Adulter. / 

Bent to worſe, all humane ways 

Quite at tandom, Fortune (ways, 

Her looſe favours blindly throwing. 

Cruel luſt the good man kills : 

Frand the Court triumphant fills; 
. . People, honors il] beſtowing, 

Them they hate, even thoſe they kiſs. 

Sad worth ill rewarded is ; 

And the chaſte are poor, while Yice 

Lords it by Adulteries. 
Were theſe Ages chain'd to awrs ? Or why complain we that the wor/d 
is worſe, when fifteen hundred years ſpace cannot (for ought I ſee) al- 
ter the condition? But,what is paſt,we forget;whar is to come,we know 
zot : ſo we only take a ſpleen at the preſent. *Tis true, Yice braves tr 
with a boldned face, and would make one think, it were only ſhe that 
the doting world had choſe, to make a Favorite on. Burt, it we have 
time for obſervation, we ſhall ſce her halting witha Crutch, and ſhame, 

; s uniſhr in the Sox,when 

he hath been aged too? I am perſwaded there be few zotorions vices, 
but even in this world have a certain puniſbment, although we cannot 
know it. God (for the moſt part) doth neither puniſb,nor bleſs at once; 
bur by degrees,and warnings. The world is ſo full of changings, that *tis 
rare 74h one 2147, to ſee the completed race of another. We live not 


| 


long enough to obſerve, how the Judgments of the jufteſt God do walk 
N 
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| their rounds in ſftrikivg. Neither always are we able. Some of Gods 
correttions arc in the z:ght, and cloſetted. Every offence mects not with | 
a Market laſh. Private puniſhments ſomctimes gripe a man within, | 
while men, looking on the outer face of things, ſee not how they [mart ; 
in ſecret, And ſometimes thoſe are deep wourds to one man, that 
would be Balm and Phyſick to'another. There are no Temporal bleſ- | 
þngs, but are ſometimes had in the natnre of perverted curſes, And 
ſurely all thoſe creatures that God hath put ſubordinate to Man, as they | 
(like inferior ſervants) obey him while he is a 2rwe Steward : ſo when | 
he grows to injure his great Maſter, they ſend up complaints againſt 

him, and forſake him : chuling rather to be true to their 2ſaker, God ; 
chan aſſiſting to the wilereſs of his falſeſt Steward, Man. So that though 
men,by lewd ways,may ſtart into a ſhort prefermert ; yer ſure there 
is alecret chain in Nature,which draws the wxiverſalto revenge a vice. 
Examples, might be infinite ; every Story is a Chrozicle of this Truth, 
and the whole world bur the praFice. How many Families do we dayly 
ſee, wherin a whipping hand ſcourgeth the ſtream of all their /inea/ 
'F bloud ? As if there were curſes, hereditary with the Lands their Fathers | 
left them. I confeſs, they have a valour beyond mine, that darc forage 
in the wilds of vice, Howſoever I might tor a while, in my ſelf, ſleep 
with a dumb conſcience ; yer I cannot think, the All of (reatures would 
ſo much croſs the currext of their natures, as to let me go unpuniſhed. 
And, waich is more than this, I find a ſoul within my ſoul, which tells , 
me, that I do wnnobly; while I love Six more for the pleaſure of it,than 
I do Virtue tor the amiable ſweetneſs that ſhe yields in her ſelf. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


LIX. 
Of Opinion. 
N Ot any Earthly pleaſure is ſo eflentially fall in it ſelf, but that even 
_ V\ bare concezt may return it much d;ftaſteful. The world is wholly 
ſet upon the Gad and waving : meer Opinion is the Genius, and, as it 
were, the foundation of all remporal happineſs. How often do we ſee men 
pleaſed with Contraries? As if they parted the fights and frays of Na- 
ture © Every one maintaining the FatFzox which he liketh. One delight- 
eth in 4:rth, and the friskimgs of an Airy ſoul : another findeth ſome- 
thing amiable in the ſaddeſt look of Melancholy, This man loves the free 
and open-handed ; that the graſped fiſt, and frugal ſparing. 1 goto the | 
market, and (ce one buying, another ſelling, both are exerciſed inthings 
diffcrent,yet cither pleas'd with his ows ; when I, ſtanding by, think it 
my happieſs,that I do neither of theſe. And in all theſe,nothing frames 
| Content ſo much as Imagination. Opinion is the ſoep of pleaſures,where 
2" 0 all humane felicities are torged, and receive their birth. Nor is their 
exd unlike their beginning : for, as they are begot out of an airy phan- 
taſm ; {o they dye in a fwme, and diſperſe into nothing. Even thoſe | 
things which in them carry a ſhew of reaſoz, and waercin (it Tr#th be 
| Judge) we may diſcern ſol;djty, are made placid or diſzuſtful, as fond 
 __ Opunion, 
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| Opirzion catches them. Opinion guides all our paſſions and m_—_ 
or, at leaſt, begets them. It makes us /ove, and hate, and hope, and 
fear, and vary : tor, every thing,we light upon, isas we apprehend ir. 
And though we know it be nothing,but am uncertain prejudgment of the 
mind, mil-intormed- by: the outward ſenſes ; yer we lee it can work 
wonders. Ir hath «»tozgned (ome on the ſudden ; and from ſomehath 
ſnarcfite:their natural abz#ties, Like Lightening, ir can ſtrike the Child 
in the womb, and kill jitere 'tis worlded'; when the Mother ſhall re- 
main unhurr. Ir cancaſta man into ſpeedy diſeaſes, and can as ſoon re- 
cure him.” 1 have known ſome, bur conceiting they have taken a Potigg, 
have found the operation, as if they had' taken it indeed. If we believe 
Pliny,it can change the' Sex: who reports himſelf to have ſeen it ; and 
the running Mentaigne ſpeaks of ſuch another. Nor is it only thus 
pony when the objeZ# of the mind is at home in our ſelves ; but al- 


tte th... 


and Mez lovely : Opinion-makes men wiſe, valiant,rich,nay any thing. 
And whatſoever it can do on one fide to pleaſe and flatter us ;it can do 
the ſame on the other fide,to moleſt and grieve us. As if every man had 
a ſeveral ſeeming truth in his ſoa, which if he follows, can tor a time 
render him, eirher happy, or miſerable. Here lies all the difference ; If 
we light on things but ſeeming, our felicity fades ; if on things certain 
and eternal, it continues. *Tis ſure,we ſhould bring all opinions to Rea- 
ſon, and true Fudgment, there to receive their dvom of admittance or 


that we follow, are erroncoms, and falſe, I will never therefore wonder 
much at any man, that is ſwayed with pargicmlar affettions, to things 
ſablunary. There are not more objet#s of the mind, than diſpoſitions. 
Many things I may /ove,that I can yield no Rezſos for : or,it 1 do,per- 


nt unto. How vainthen are thoſe, that afluming a kberty ro them- 
ſelves, would yet tie all men to their Tenentrs ? Conjuring all men to 
the trace of their feps;when,it may be,what is Truth to themyis Error 
to another as wiſe. . like not men that will be Gods, and have their 
Judgments abſolute. If I have liberty to hold things as my mind in- 
| forms me, let me never defirc to take away the like from «norher. It 
fair arguments may perſwade,] ſhall with quiet ſhew what grounds do 
lead me. If thoſe cannot farisfie, I think I may wiſh any man to ſaris- 
tic his own Conſcience. For that, I ſuppoſe, will bear him our in the| 
things that it juſtly approves. Vhy ſhould any man be wio/ex? for 
that, which is more diverſe, than the wandering judgments of the hur- 
rying Vulgar, more changing than the ove of inconſtant women ; more 
\ multivarious than the ſports and plays of Nature, which are every mi- 


o wien it lights on things abroad,and apart.Opinion makes Women fair, | 


ejettion : but even thart,by the former is often ſeduced,and the grounds | 


= Opinion makes me coin that fora Reaſon, which another will not 
c 


nute omar returning in their ew varzeties? The belt gazde that 1 
would chuſe,is the reaſon of 21 honeſt man : which I rake to be a right- 
| informed Conſcience : and as for Books,which many rely on,they ſhall be 
to fnc,as diſcourſes but of private men, that mult be judged by Religion, 
and Reaſon ; ſo not to tie me,unlcſs theſe and my conſcience joyn, in the 
conſent with them. N 2 That 
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* L X. 
That we are govern'd by a Power above us. 


| Þ which we either deſire or fear, L abſcrve, doth, ſeldom hap- | 
'Þ pen; but ſomething,that we think nor ogzdoth for the moſt part | 
intervene,and conclude: or if it do fall out as we expeR,it is not till we | 
have given over the ſearch, and are almoſt out of thought of finding it, | 
Fortunes befal us wnawares, and miſchiefs when we think them ſcaped. ' 
Thus Cambyſes, when Cyrus had been King of tbe Boys, he thaught the 
predittiens of his rule fulfilled,and that he now might fit and ſleep in his 
Throne ; when ſuddenly he was awaked to 7wine., So, Sarahywas fruit- 
fab, when ſhe could nor belieue it :, and Zachary had a ſon,when he was 
{tooped into years, and had left Hoping it. VVhen Diocleſiarn thought 
himſelf deluded by the Propheſie, having kill'd many wild Bores,at laſt he 
lights on the right 4per,atter whoſe death he obtained the Empire. As it 
God, in the general would teach, that we are not wiſe enough to chuſe 
tor our ſelves, and therefore would lead us to a dependency on Him. 
Wherein he does like wiſe Princes, who feed not the expettations of 
Favourites that are apt to preſume ; but often crofſ. them in their hopes 
and fears 5 thereby to tye them faſter in their d#ty,and reverence to the 
hand that giveth. And certainly, we ſhall find this z#fallble : Though 
God gives not our deſires, yet he always imparts to our profits How 
infinitely ſhould we intangle our ſelves,if we could fit deww,and obtain | 
our wilhes ? Do wc not often wiſh that, we after ſce would be our 
confuſumand is not this,becauſe we ignorantly follow the fleſh,the body, 
and the blinded appetite, which look to nothing, but the Fx and owt- | 
fide ? Whereas God reſpeReth the ſoul, and diltributerh his favour, for 
the good of that,and his glory.God ſees and knows our hearts,and things 
ro Come in certainty : Webut only by our weak colleFions,which do of- 
ren fail of finding truth, in the Crowd of the worlds occaſions. No man 
would be more »/ſerable, than he that ſhould cull out his own ways, 
What a ſpeciows ſhew carryed Midas his wiſh with it, and how it paid 
him with 744ze ar laſt | Surely, God will work alone , and 24a muſt 
not be of his counſel. Nothing pulls deftru/tiox on him ſooner, than 
when he preſumes to part the Empire with God. If we can be patient, 
God w1ll be profitable : but the time and means we muſt leave to him, 
not challenge ro ourſelves. Neither muſt our own indewoars. wholly 
be laid in the couch to laze, The Moral of the Tale is a kind of an in- 
ftruitive Satyre,when the Carter-prayed in vain to Fapiter, becauſe he 
did not put his ſhoulder to the wheel. Do thy part with thy znduſtry, 
and let God point the event. Ihave {cen matters fall out ſo anexpett- 
ealy, that they have tutor'd me in all ffairs,neither to deſpatr, nor pre- 4 
ſume : Not to deſpair ; for God can help me : Not to preſume ; for God 
can croſs me. Its ſaid of Marzms,that one day made- him Emperor, the 
next ſaw him 7c ; and the third he was ſla;z of the Souldzers. I will 
never deſpair, cauſe I have a God: 1 will never preſume, *cauſe I am bur 
a Man. Seneca has connſel, which I hold is worth the following : 
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if 91; '*. ' Nemo" confidat nimiuns ſecundis, ' 
Wo" - Nemo defperet meliora,. lapſus, © 


A 0: "» Mifetthee" ills, prohibetq; Chtho 
| O01 1. VStare forrunam.——=—=\ 
| 716 Wha Let*notietaln, deſpair 'to riſe, 
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2.99 +, - Of Miſery after Joy. 

A; itis in Spiritual procecdings,'better never to have been righteous, | 

than, after riphreouſneſs, to. become Apuſtate :: So in temporalir is 
better never to have'beenihappy, thawatter happineſs, to be drown'd in 
calamities.Ot all objeits of ſorrow,a arſtreſſed King 15 the molt pitiful, be- | 
cauſe:it preſents us moſt the frailty of Humanity; and cannot but moſt 
midnighr the ſoul of himvthar is faln.: The ſorrows of a depoſed Xing, 
are like the diſlorquements of a darted Conſciexce;which none can know, 
but he that hath loſt a Crown. VWho would not have wept, with our 
Second Edward, when his Prencely tears were all the warm water his 
Butchers would allow ta ſhave him with 2 when the hedge was his 
cloth of State ; and his Throne,the bumble,though the honour d ground 
Miſery after Foy, is killing as a ſudden damp ;' terrible, as fire in the 
night, that ſtartles us from a pleaſing repoſe. Sudden changes , though 
to good; are troubleſome, clpecially it they be exzreme : but when they 
plunge'us into worſe, they are then the Srrapedoes of a humane ſoul. A 
palpable darkneſs itt a Summers day. would be a diſmal thing. Diſeaſes, 
when they-do happen,are moſt violent in the ſtrongeſt conſtitutions. He 
that meets with plagae3 afteraa long proſperity, has been but farred, like 
a beaſt, for flaw hter + he is more mollified, only to make the pains and 
pangs of death more ſenſible : as if 'we ſhould firſt ſupple a mb with 
Oyls and Ungnents ; and-then dab it with Aqua forris , toothed waters, 
and corroding Minerals. It is better never to have been fair, than after 
a rare beauty, to grow into welineſs. The memory of thy bleſſedneſs, 
makes thy »w;ſery more' deplorable ; which like dead Beer, 15 never 
more diſtaſttul, than after a Banquet of Sweet-meats. Nor is this wiſe- 
ry meerly opinionare, but truly argued from the meaſure of pity 'thar it 
| meets with from others. © For you' may period upon this , That where 
there is the 19ſt pity from others;there is the greateſt miſery in the party 
pitied, Toward thoſe that have been alway poor,pity is not ſo paſſionate : 
for they have had no elevation to make their depreſſion ſeem the greater 
wonder, The tanr'd ſlave, that hath ever tugg'd ar the Ozr, by a long 
uſe, hath mingled Xiſery with Natare ; that he can now endure 1t 
 ancomplaining. Burt when a ſoft wanton comes to the Galley, every 
ſtroak is a wounding Spear in the fide. 1 wonder: not to hear Dionyſins 


| ſay, They are happy, that have been unbleſt from their youth, It was the 
opinion 


W 
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opinion of Diogenes, that the moſt lamentable petZacle that the world 
had, was an o/d mar in miſcry : whereunto, not only a preſent impo- 
tency, but alſo a remembrance of a paſſed youth, gave addition. Even 
the abſence alone of fore-gone joy, is troubleſome : how much more, 
when they wind downward, into ſmartful extremities? Death and 
Darkneſs both arc but privations ; yer we ſec how deep they terrifie. 
wax, when it takes a ſecond impreſſion, receives Kt not without new paſ- 
fron, and more wiolence : lo the mind, retaining the prints of Foy , ſut- 
tereth a new Creation, in admitting a contrary ſlamp. For Bajazet to 
change his Seraglio for a Cage ; for Valerian to become a Footſtool to his 
proud fee ; are calamities that challenge the tributes of a bleeding eye, 1 
(ball pity any man that meets with »»;ſery; but they that find it -after 
continual bleſſedweſs,are ſo much the. more to be wailed,by how much 
they are unacquainted with the gleomineſs of downfals. That which 
Sophoniba return'd, when her Hwband ſent her poyſon, the day after 
her wedding, as it ſhewe'd reſolation in her, ſo it incites compaſſion in 
others : Hoc nuntia, melius me morituram fuiſſe, fi non in funcre meo 
nupfiſſem. Tell him, I had aied more willing ly, if I had not met my Grave 
in Mayriage. | 
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LX11. 
Of the temper of AfﬀeFions. 


Ee Man is 2 vaſt and ſpacious Sea : his paſſions are the winds, that 
{well him into d;ffarbant waves : How he tumbles, and roars, and 
fomes, when they in their fury trouble him 1 Sometimes the weft of 
pleaſure, tanning in !axarious gales : ſometimes the madid South, ſor- 
rowful, and full of tears ; ſometimes the ſharp Eaft, piercing with a te- 
ſy ſpleen : ſometimes the violent and bluſtering North , ſwelling the 
cheek, with the Angers boyling bloud. Any of theſe, in extremes,makes 
it become #»nevigable, and tull of denger to the wefſel that ſhall coaſt 
upon it. When theſe are too lowd, *tis perillons : but when again the 

are all laid in the ſtilneſs of an immotive ce/m, ris aſeleſs : and thou , 
it be not ſo ready to hurt, yet it is far from availing, to the profit of a 


coaft it over for the advantage of their Mart. Surely, the man 'that is 
always ſtill and repoſed in his ows thowghts, though he be good, is but a 
piece of deadned charity. 1 care not for the planed Stoick, there is a Sef# 
between him and the Epicure. An anmoved man, is but a motive Sta- 
tue ; harmleſs and unprofitable. Indeed fury is far the worſer extreme ; 
for, beſides the trouble it puts on the company, it -always delivers the 
Author into ſucceſſove miſchiefs. He that is raging in one thing , ſecds 
his buſineſs with many inconveniencies, Fury 1$ like falſe poſition in a 
Verſe, at leaſt nine fau/ts together. | 

Says Claudian, 

—Caret events nimins furor : 

Rage knows not when, nor how toend. 


Like 
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Voyage : and the paſſengers may ſooner famiſb, by being becalmed, than | 


| 


| 
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I like neither a devouring Stork, nor a Fapiters Log. 1a is not fit 
for converſation,neicher waen his paſſions hurry him in a hideows diſtem- 
per ; nor when they are all laid in a falext and unftirring calm. The Sea 
1s beſt in a pleaſant Gale : and fo is 2fax, when his paſſions are alive, 
without raging. G O D implanted paſſions inthe Sol , as he gave his 
Talents in the Goſpel, neither to be /awiſhr out imperuouſly, nor co be 
buryed in Nabkins, We may warm us at theſe fires : though we burn 
not, Mar without any, is no better than a ſpeaking Stone. Cato's beſt 
Emperor was, Qui potuit imperare affettibus; he does not ſay, deponere. 
Moderate paſſions are the molt affable expreſſions of humanity ; without 
which, the Sow finds nothing like it ſelt ro love. A Horſe, too hot and 
fiery,is the danger of his Rider; one too dull,is his trouble : And as the 
firſt will not endure any man; lo the laſt will be indar'd by no 1wax.One 
will ſuffer none to back him ; the other admits each child to abuſe him. 
A good temper is a fure expreſſiox'of a well-compos'd Soul. Our wild paſ- 
fions are like ſo many Lawyers,wrangling and bawling at the Bar; Dsſ- 
cretion is the Lord-Keeper of Man, that (1ts as Turuage, and moderates 
their conteſtarions, Too great a ſpirit ina man born to poor means, is 
like a high-heeld ſhoe to one of mean fature : It advancerh his propor- 
tion, but is ready to fit him with falls. The flat ſole walks more > ns 
though it abates his gracefulneſs : yet, being too /ow, it is ſubje& ro 
bemire the foot. A little elevation, is the'beſt meatocrity ; *'tis both 
raiſed from the Earth, and ſure : and for his zalzeſs, it diſpoſeth it to 
an equal competency. I will neither walk fo lifted, as to occaſion fal- 
ling ;. nor ſo dejetted, as at every ſtep to take ſoil. As I care not for 
being powder, or the cap of the Company ; {o I would not be Earth, or 
the Fools Foot-ball, | 


LXIIL 
That Religion # the beſt Guide. 


1O man lives conveniently, unleſs he propounds ſomething, that 
N may bound the whole way of his a&#ions. There mult be ſome- 
thing for him to flye to, beyond the reach of his cavilling ſenſes, and 
corrupted reaſon : otherwiſe, he ſhall waver in his ways, and ever be in 
a doubtful unſetledneſs. It he takes policy, that is both endleſs and wncer- 
tain : and many times depends more upon the circumſtance, than the 
main Ait. What today is good, is to morrow «nſaving : what bene- 
Fits one, may be the undoing of another ;, though to an eye that 1s not 
curious, the matter may appear the fame. How like the Aſs it ſhow'd, 
when he thought by leaping in his Maſters lp, to be made much on, 
becaule he had ſeen the Dog do the like, before him.? Beſides, Policy is 
not a Flowre growing in every mans Garden, All the world 1s not wit 
and ftratagem.lf it were,Policy is but a fight of wit,a brain-war : and in 
all wars,how doubtfnl,how inconftant is Victory? Oedipms his cunning, 
in the reſolving Sphizx's Riddle, did bur betray him to the fatal mar- 


riage of his Mother, Palamedes found out Ulyſſes fained madneſs, and 
Vhſſes 
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Ulyſſes after, by hidden gold, and forged Letters, found means to have | 
him /oned; even while he made (hew of deferarmg him. No man has aj 
| Menepoly of craft alone. Again, in provate men'it 1s infinitely ſhorter'd, 
both in reſpe& of means and /awfulneſs. Even thoſe that have allowed 
deceit lawtul in Princes, have yet condemmn'd it as V/ctous in private per- 
ſons. And believe it, Policy runs ſmootheſt, when it turns upon a gol- 
den hinge : without the ſupply of means, 'tis but like a Clock without 
a weight to ſer it going : Curious workmanſbip,but it wants a wover, If 
a man takes Nature, (he is both obſcure and znſufficient : and will, with 
| a pleaſing breath, waft us into Mare mortuum. Nay, ſhe that, before 
| Max tell, was his ſufficient Gente, is ſince become his Paraſite, that 
| ſmoothing his ſexſes, ſerves them, as the t5rannows Emperor did his ſer- 
wants, let them fall into a chamber fill'd with Roſes ;, that, being ſmo- 
ther d in them, they might meet the b3tterneſs of death, in ſweetneſs. 
Nor is Nature, for the moſt part, without the over-bearing of predo- 
minant humors. Cicero is in one place doubtiul, whether ſhe be a »20- 
| ther, or a ſtep-dame ; (he is ſometimes ſo weighing a man to extremi- 
ties, Nor, it ſhe were able, could we have her pure alone. Cuſtom hath 
ſo mingled her with Art,that we can hardly ſever her : if we do, we 
ſhall ſo difler from the wor/d, as we (hall but, by ir, make our ſelves a 
prey to the zature that is artedwith the ſubtiltics of #ime and pratfice. 
Either of theſe are but ſinking floors,thar will fail us, when our weight 
is on.them. Reeſox is contraditing,and fo is Natwre;and fois Religion, 
if we meaſure 1t byeither of theſe. Bur Faith being the Rule of that 
placeth it above the cavils of /magination, and {o Gbjeterh both the | 
other to ##. This being above all, is that only, which, giving {mts to 
all our at#zons, can confine us to a ſetled reſt. Policy governs the world ; 
"NEV Nature, Policy ; but Religion, All. And as we ſeldom ſee thoſe King- 
doms govern'd by Yice-Roys, flouriſh like thoſe where the Prince is pre- 
ſent inperſor : So, we never find Policy or Natare,to keep a man in that 
quiet, which Religion can. The two firſt I may uſe as Counſellors ; hear 
what they ſay, and weigh it : but the /a/f muſt be my Soveraign. They 
are to Religion, as Apecrypha to the Bible ; They are good things, ma 
be bownd up, and read with it : but muſt be rejeed, when they croſs 
the Text Canonical. G OD is the Summit of Mans happineſs : Religion 
is the Fay. Till we arrive at Him, we are but wapoxrs, tranſported by 
unconſtant winds. 


_ 
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LXIV. 
Of the Soul. 


| Ho infinitely is az diſtracted about himſelf? Nay, even about 

| that which makes him capable of that diſtraFFiorn ; his Soul? 

| Some have thought it of the nature of fire, a hot ſubtil body, diſper- 

{fing it ſelf into rays, and fiery Aroms ; as Democritms and ſome of the 

Stoicks,Others have thought it Air;as Diogenes,and Varro,and others, 

Epicurus makes it a Spirit,mixt of fire and air, Some would have every 
Element 
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Element a Parent of the Soul, (cparately : fo every Man (honld have | 
many diſtin& Souls,according to the Principles of his compoſition. Sore 
have call'd it a wndetermined virtne z ſome, 4 felf-movins number ; 
ſome, 4 Quint-eſſence. Ochers hayedefin'd it to be nothing but a'Her- 
moxy, contlated by the moſt even compoſure of the four Elements in 
may. And for this,one might thus argue:The body is betore the ſoul; and 
till the body be perteRt, the ſoul appears not 2 as if the perieion of the 
body, in his cven contemperation, were the gexeration of the ſoul within 
ir. The ſou allo changerh with the &ody : Is it not childiſh in /7farcy, 
luxurious -and unbounded in Tewth, vigorous and diſcerning in the 
ftrength of Manhood;froward and doting m the declining age of his life ? 
For, that which in old men we call tranſcending wiſdom, is more colle #i- 
on by long obſervation, and experience of things without them, than the 
| genuine vigour of judgment in themſelves. Hence ſome wiſe Prizees 
have been careful, neither to chuſe a green head, nor one that is worn 
{ with age, for Counſel. Next,we ſec the ſoul tollowing the temperature 
of the body; nay, cven the defires of it, generated by the preſenr 
conſtitution of the body : as in longing after things that pleaſe our hu- 
mors, and are agreeable to their defet# or exceſs : Doth not the diftem- 
per of the body inſaniate the ſoul 2 What is madneſs, bur Mania, and 
the exuberancy and pride of the bloud ? And when again they meanto 
cure the ſoul, FA they not begin with Doſes, and Potions, and Preſeripts- 
ons to the body? Johannes de Combis Cites Azguſtine, ſaying, Anima 
eſt ommium ſimilituds : becauſe it can fanſieto irſelf,the ſhape of what- 
ocver appears. Bur for all theſe, I could never mcet with any, thar 
could giveir ſo in an «ſolute Definition, that another, or himſelf could | 
conceive it : Which argues-thar to all theſe, there is ſomething ſure 
immortal and tranſeending,intus'd trom a ſupernal Powey.Cicero is there 
drvine,where he ſays, Credo Deum immortalem ſparfiſſe animos in huma- 
#4 corpors : and where he ſays agiin,Mihi quidem nunquam per ſuaders | 
potuit,, Animos, dum in corporibus eſſent mortalibus, vivere : cum exiſſent | 
ex tis, emori: 1 could never think ſouls to live in mortal bodies, to die when 
they depart them. Seneca docs raiſe it higher, and asks,Q#id alind woces 
hanc, quam Deum, in corpore humano hoſpitantem ? what other canſt thou 
termit, but a God, Inning in the fleſh of Man? The Conſcience, the Cha- 
rafter of a God ſtamprt in it, and the apprehenſion of E£rernity , do all 
ove ita ſboor of Rn For though I doubt wherhec I may 
be of their opinion, who utterly take away all reaſon from Beaſts :| 
yet I verily believe, theſe are things that were never i7/t;ned in chem. 
May hath theſe things in grext only : whereby the ſoul doth ſeem 5n-|' 
mortal ; and by chis {oming, is proved to be ſo indeed : Elſe ſeeming | 
ſhould be better than cert«i»ty ; and falſbood better than zruth ;' which 
cannot be. Therefore they which ſay, the ſou/ is not immoreal ; yer, 
that 'ris good men ſhould thiokir ſo, thereby ro be awed from wice, 
and incited: to irtwe z, even by that Argwment, argue againſt theme | 
ſelves. They that believe ir not , ler them do as Philoſophers wilh, 
them to do,. that deny fire to-be-hot, becauſe they ſee nor the _— 
O rhat | 
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'thar make it ſo : Jet them be caſt 7#70 it, and rhen hear if they will de- 
y © So let them that dexy the zpmortality of rhe ſoul, be immerged in 
the horrors of a vulzed Conſcience, then let them tell me whar they be- 
leve..*Tis certain, Mar hath a Soul ; and as Certain, that it'is znmmor- 
tal. But what, and how it is, in the perfet? nature and ſubſtance ot it ; 1 
confcls, my humane reaſos could never foinform me, as I could fully 
explain it ro my own apprehenſion. Omy G OD! what a clod of 1mo- 
ving ignorance is Man ! when all his eaduſtry cannot inſtruE hin,what 
| himſelf is ; when he knows not that, whereby. he knows that he does 
: not know it. Let him ſtudy, and think, and invent, and (earch the very 
| inwards of obſcured Nature ; he is yet ro ſeek, how to defive this #»- 
| explicable,immortal,incorporeal wonder : this Ray of Thee ; this emana- 
 tiop of thy Deity. Let it then be ſufhicient, thar GO D hath given me a 
Soul, and that my eternal welfare depends upon it; though he be not 
accountable cither how I had it , or what iris. I think both- Sexeca 
and Ciceroſay crueſt, when they are of opinion, that Max cannot know 
| what the Sou/is. Nor indeed need any man wonder at it: Since he 
may know, wharſocver is created by a Superioar Power, fuffers a Com 
| peſure, but cannot know it : becauſc it was done, before ir ſelf was. 
{ 2147, though hc hath Materials, cannot make any thing, that can et- 
cher know how it was made, or what it is, beinz made : yet it is with- 
out azfeF, in reſpect at the exa”*tis1ntended tor. How then can ' Mar 
think to know himſelf, when both his materials and compoſure, are both 
created and formed by a Supreme Power, that did it without co-opera- 
tion? \Why ſhould I ſtrive to know that, which I know I cannat kuow ? 
Can a man ditle& an Atome ? can he grafp a fleme? or hold and ſeiz on 
Lightenings ? 1 am ſure Ihave a ſoa/-: and am commanded to keep it 
from fix. O Thouzthe G OD of-that /z7tle god within me, my- Sor! f ler 
| me do#hat, and I know, thou art not ſuch an Ezemy to igmvra nee in 
| AMaz,burt that thou art better pleaſed with his admiration ot thy ſecrets, 
than his ſearch of them. 
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LXV. | 
I Of Courtefies. | 4 


Ny gong inflaveth a grateful-Natare , like a free-benefit.. He thar || 
"Vf confers it on me, ſteals me from. my ſe/f>-and' im. ones and* the 
ſame 4c, makes me his Yaſſal, and himſclt my:Kizg- Toa dipoſition | 
chat harh-wor#h in it, 'tis the moſt tyranhical War inthe world: for, ir 
rakes the, 29tmd a priſoner : andztill che. Ranſom bepaid'by alike return, 
ris. kept in fe#ters, and conſtrained, to,love, to. ſerve, and tobe ready, 
as the.Conguerer delires it. He that hath requited:a Benefirs hath re- | 
deemed himſelt out.of priſer : andylike amanour of idebr, is free; For, 
Conrtefies,to Noble minds,are the moſtextreme extortioms that! can be. 
Favours,thus imparted, are not Gifts, but Purchaſes, that buymenour 
of their, own liberty. Violence and compulſion, are nothalt ſo dangerous; 
Theſe belicge us openly, give us leayeto lookto aur ſelvesgto colle&t 
our | 


? 
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onr forces, and refortific, where we are ſenfible of our Own weakneſſes: 
nay, they ſometimes befriend us, and raiſe our fortitude higher, than | 
their higheſt braves. Bur the other, undermine us, by a fawning $1ra- 

tagem : and if we be Enemes,they make us lay down our Weapons,and | 
rake up Love. Thus the Macedonian proved himſelt a better Phyſician 

for —_- by his bownties ; than his Philoſophers, by their gray ad- 

viſements. They make of an Enemy, a Subject ; of a Subjeit, a Son, A 

(rown is ſafer kept by Benefits, than Arms, Melins beneficiis Imperium 
cuſtoditur quam Armic., The golden Sword can'conquer more than heel. 
ones : and when zheſe ſhall cauſe a londer cry, that ſhall filence the 

barking tongue. There is nothing adds ſo much to the greatneſs of a| 
King, as that he hath wherewith to make friexas at his pleaſure. Yer 

even in this,he plays but the Royal Merchant,that putting no condition 

in his bargain, is dealt with in the ſame way : fo tor a pety benefit, he 

often gets an ineſtimable friend. For, Benefits,binding up our bodies, 

take away our ſouls for the giver. Iknow not that I am ever ſadder, 

than when I am forced to accept cowrteſies, that I cannot requite. If 
evcr I ſhould affect ix-juſtice, it ſhould be in this,that I might do conr- 

tefies, and receive none. Vhart a brave height do they flye in, that like 

gods, can bind all to them, and they be tyed to exe? Bur indeed, it is 

tor a Gvd alone. How herotical was it in Alexander Severn, who uſed 

to chide thoſe he had done noghing;or, for not asking ; demanding of 
chemyit rhey thought it tit-he ſhould be ſtill in their debz;or rhar they 

ſhould have cauſe to complain ot him when he was gone 2 Certainly, 
as it is a tranſcexding happineſs to be able to ſhine to all ; ſo, I muſt 
reckon it one of the greateſt miſeries, upon Earth, wholly to depend 
upon others favours : and a nextto this, 15, to receive them, They arc 
grains calt into richgrownd, which makes it ſelt ſterile, by yielding ſuch 
a large increaſe. Gifts are the greatet Uſury ; becauſe a two-fold re- 
tribution is an urged effect, that a Noble nature you us to. And) 
- | ſarely, if the generous wan conſiders; he ſhall find he pays not ſo much 

for any thing,as he does for what is given him.I would not;if I could, 
receive fawvovrs of my friends,unleſs I could re-render them.If I muſt, 
l will ever have a ready mind,though my haxd be ſhortned. As I think 
there be many, will not have all K- 
can requite al they have : and none,but ſometimes muſt receive ſome. 
God hath made none Abſolute. The Rich depends upon the Poor,as well 
as does the Poor on him. The world is but a more magnificent building : 
all the ores arc graduately concemented, and there is none that ſub- 
{Kerh alone. 
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ey may : So.I think there are few, | 


Of a Mans Self. | 


E ever catry our greateſt Enemy within us. There was never a 
ſounder truth,than, Nemo Leditur nift a ſeipſo. Had we the true, 


O 2 our | 


| reins of our own paſſions and affettions, outward occaſions might exerciſe | 
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our virt#es, but not injure them. There is a way to be wiſe and good, | 


in ſpight of occaſions. Ve go abroad, and fondly complain, that we 
meet with wrozgs ; as it we could croſs the Proverb, and prove, that 
they may be ofcred to a willing preparedneſs. Others cannot draw us 
into 2nconventencies, it we help not our felves forward. *Tis our infide 
that undoes us. Theretore ſays Machiavel, A Prince ought to know the 
tempers of men, that he may fit them with baits, and wind them to hu 
own ends. . A Curtezan cannot hurt thee, unleſs there lics a Lezcher in 
thy heart. When men p/ot upon us, to iztrap and ſnare us,they do bur 
ſecond our ow# inclinations : and, if they did not fee a kind of inwite- 
ment from our ſelves, they would never dare to begin. When Cyr 
beſought the Lacedemonians to enter League with him, rather than Ar- 
tzaxerxes ; he only tells them, he had a greater heart than his Brother, 
and could bear his 4rzz& better : For he knew they loved men geme- 
rows and hardy : foby making hinselt like them, he thought ro win 
their liking. When men happen upon things that go againſt the Geri 
of the 272d, then they work in vairf : but when others fatreries (hall 
joyn withthe 2rear Flatterer, a mans ſelf ; he is then in the way to be 
wrought upon. *Tis ſure, there is ſometimes a ſe/f-conftancy, that is 
not temptable, In Athens there may be one Phocjon, to refuſe the gold 
of Harpal:1s and Alexander. But this indecd is rare, and worthy his 
| magnitying. Vil magnum in rebus humants,nift animus magna drſpiciens. 
Otherwike, it is we only, that ruine our ſelves : if not zorally , yet pri- 
marily, 1t we do ill compulſtvely, we are cleared by the violence. In the 
judgment of an upright ſoul,aman1s not gilty of that which he cannot 
avoid, (1 mean,in Civil matters.) There is no miſchief that we fall into, 
but that we our ſelves arc at aſt a coadjutive cauſe, and do help to 
turther the thing. A mans own-heart is as arch a Traitor, as any he 
(hall meet withal : we 774 it rvo much, and krowit too little: and 
while we think it ſure-footead, it flides, and does deceive us, That we are 


the Authors of our own zh, the ſucceſs will tell us : For, Conſcience is | 


always ju/,and willnot chide us wrongfully : and when we have done 
an ill, though by others procurement, yer ſhe rates useven to a hoathing 
of our ſelves. Says the Conch, 
Jam aderit temp, cum ſe etiam 
ipſe oderit. | | | 

The day will come, when he ſhall hate himſelf. 
The wiſe man inould ever therefore keep a double warch; one, to 
keep his heart from extravagancies ; the other,to keep the Enemy from 
approaches. Occaſion, and onr Nature, are like two inordinate Lovers ;, 
they ſeldom wveer,but they ſin together. It we keep them aſunder, the 
harm is prevented : or it they do meet, and the heart conſent not,l am 
in ſome doubt, whether the offexce be puniſhable, though the at# be 
committed, It is no fault in the #rwe mar , to let the Theif have his 
purſe, when he can do tio other. In the old Law, the raviſhed woman 
was to be free'd : for, ſays the Text, There « in her no cauſe of death. 
Oni volens injuſtc agit, malus eft : qui vero ex neceſſitate, non dico pror- 
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ſus malum. *Ti not the neceſſitated, but the willing ill that ſtains. Even 
Attnat' fins have fo far dependency on the hearts approbation, as that 


Enemies can much leſs hurt us; The reaſon ts, it is not in Maz to'com- 
pel ir.” The »2ind of Man, from Man, is not capable of a wielation ; 
and whom then can I tax for my own yze/ding, but my ſelf? No man 
hath power over my m7iz4,unleſs I my ſe/f do give it him. So that this 
I ſhall think certain ; Vo may falls by free action, but is faulty in ſome- 
| thing, at leaſt by ſome circumſtance ; though excuſable in the moſt,and 
| 210/t important. 1 know, calumny and comjefture may injure Innocence 
ir ſelf In matrers of cexſure, nothing but a certain knowledge, ſhould 
make ns give a certain judgment. Fame and Air are both too weak 
foundations or anfured Truth to build on : only deeds are lyable to 
the down-right Tax: Becauſe they carry the heart along : which in 
every ation is a wi#neſs, either for or againſt us. Surely, Mar is his 
own Dew, and does oftentimes rempt himſelf, All the Preceprs of 
moderation,we meer with, are but given us to beware our ſelves : and 
undoubredly, he that can do it, is riſing toward Dezty. Hark but to the 
Harp of Horace. 

Latins regnes, avidum demands 

Spiritum, quam fi Lybiam remotis 
Gadibus jung as, & uterq;, Panus 

Serviat uni. 

By curbing thy inſatiate mind, 

Thou ſhalt ſway more, than couldſt thou bind 
Far $Spaiz to 1ybie : or to thee 

cauſe cither Carthage ſubject be. 

One eye I will ſure have for without ; the other I will hold within 
me : and left I ſee not enough with rhat, it ſhall ever be my Prayer, 
that'T may be delivered from »y ſelf. 4 me me ſakva, Domine ! (hall 
be one Petition 1 will add to the Letany of my beſeechings. | 


cms, 


LXVIL 
Of the worſt kind of Perfidie. 


0.25 Dead, the Abſent, the Innocent, and hin that truſts me] will 
never deceive willingly- To all theſe we owe a Nobler Fuftice ; 


the trueſt, which is without a witxeſs ; ſo is that honeſty beſt,which is 
for it ſe/f, without hope of reward,or fear of puniſhment, Thoſe virtues 
that are ſincere, do value applauſe the leaſt, *Tis when we- are conſci- 
ous of ſome internal defett , that we look out for others ray ns | 
Certainly, the wor/d cannot tempt the man that is truly honeſt. And 
ne is certainly a zrue man, that will _—_ » When he may, without 
being 2peached. The two firſt are hindered, that they cannot rax my 
injury ; and deceit tothem is not without cowardice, throwing Nature 
into the loweſt degree of baſeneſs. To wrong the third, is ſavage, and 
comes 


alone can witiate or excuſe the Aft. While we keep that teddy, our | 


in that they are the moſt certain trials of human equity. As that grief is 
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| that moſt deſtroy humanity. It came from him that had but Watere, 
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comes from the Beaſt,not X1ar.lt was an AZ like Nature in Xenocrates, 
when the purſued Sparrow flew into his boſom, to cheriſh,and diſmiſs 
it. How black a heart is that, which cangive a fab , tor the innocent 
ſmiles of an Infant ? Surely, Innocence is of that purity, that it hath 
more of the Ged in it, than any other quality, it intimates a freedom 
from general vice. And this is it, which makes the z2jury to it fo de- 
teſtable ; and ſometimes gives the owzers a divine and miraculous 
torce : as we may read in the Twrkiſh ſtory,of a Child that ſtruck an #n- 
tending Murtherer into a ſwouna, with oftering to imbrace him. The 
laft 1 cannot defraud without 12gratitnde , which is the very /ees of 
Vice : and makes my offence ſo much the greater,by how much he was 
kmaer, in making me Maſter of himſelf. Afluredly, as Nature hath en- 
dued max with a more earneſt defire to do right to theſe ; becaule a 
true performance doth in theſe things moſt magnifie him : ſo ſhe hath | 
made the contrary appear the molt odtors ; becauſe they are breaches 


—c 


Cicero ; Perditiſſimi eſt homints, fallere eum, qui leſus non eſet, niſi cre- 
didifiet, None but the moſt villanous man. will dectve him that had been 
ſafe, but for truiting. 
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ELXVIII. 
Againſt Inſultation. 


T cannot be ſafe to inſult over any. As there is no creature (o little, | 
i bur may do us a miſchief: ſo is no May ſo low, but may occaſion | 
our ſmart. The Spider can zmpoyſon ; the Ant can ſting ; even. the Fly | 
can trouble our patience, Into all ſenſitive Creatures, Nature hath put a 
kind of a vindifFove juſtice; that in ſome meaſure they are able to re- 
turn an /zjury. It they do not always, 'tis only becauſe they are not | 
able. Man hath both amore able,and morc impatient ſoul : and though 
Reaſon teaches him not to be furious, yet withal, it teaches him not to 
be dull. Extremities of /zjury often awake extremities of Revenge: 
eſpecially, it we meet with cotempt from others, or find deſpair in our 
ſelves : tor deſpair makes a Coward bold and daring. Nor ſtands it but 
with reaſon, that a ſtroxg patiexce,urged beyond it ſelf,ſhould turn into 
the frongeſt rage. 'The Bow,that is hardeſt to bend, ſends out an Arrow 
with moſt force. Negleft an Enemy, but contemn him not. Diſdain will 
baniſh Perrence,and bring in Fury ; which is many times a greater Lord, 
than he that rules a Kingdom. Contempt unbridles Fear, and makes us 
both to will, to dare, and to execute. So Lipfins has it, Comtermptus ex- 
cutit timorts frenum, & efficit, ut non velts ſolum, ſed audeas, & tentes. 
It is not oe roo far to purſue a Yidtory. Sigiſmund ſaid true, He hath 
conquer'a well, that hath made his Enemis flie : we may beatthem to a 
deſperate reſiſtance, that may ruine us.He is the wrong way high, that 
{corns a man below him, for his /owneſs. They arc but putt minds, 
that bubble thus above 1»feriours. We ſce, ris the froth only, that 
gets to the top of the water. 2a cannot be ſo much above my > 

that 
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that his 4ifference ſhould legitimate his ſcorz. Thou knowelt not whar 

may ſhew it ſclt,when thy contempt awakes the Zion of a ſlezping mind. 
All Diſdain,but that of Yzce, detraRteth from the worth of Map.Great- 
neſs in ary man,makes not his #zj4ry more l/awful,but more great. And 
as he that ſuffers, thinks his diſgrace more nored for the others emz- 
nency : ſo he thinks his own hononr will be the more, when he hath ac- 
compliſht his revenge ; whereby, in ſome kind, he hath raiſed him- 
ſelf ro be his Superiours equal. Min is, Animal generofiſſimum: and 
though he be content ro ſubje& himſelf to anothers commands, yet he 
| will not endurc his &+4ves. A laſh given to the ſonl,will provoke mote, 
than the bodies ornel torture. Deriſion makes the Peaſant brave the 
Prince.” When Augaſias ſaw one like himſelf, and ask'd him iti a ſcoff, 
it his 2other were riever at Rome: The Boy anſwers, No; but his Fa- 
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Ignatius, Why he went not into Galilee, to recover his ſight { Says he, | 
I am contentedly blind, that I may #6t ſee ſuch 4 Tyrant as thouatt. We 


are all hete fellow-ſervants: and we know not how our grand MMa- 


the impudent uſurpation of 4 Majeſty knſhaken ? Thou cahſt not fir up- 
on ſo high a Coz, butt mayſt with #4rizg prove the /oweft in the 
wheel:and theretore thou mrayſt think of the eaſure that thou would'ſt 
then have given ze; . If we have Exemies, *tis better we deſerve to have 
Cicir fries ſhip,chan either to deſpiſe, or irritate them. No mans weak- 
neſs ſhall occaſion my greater weakneſs,in proudly contemnizg him, Our 
| Bodzes, out Souls have both the like original compoſure : If I have any 
thing beyond him, *tis not my goodneſs, but Gods : and he, by zime and 
means, may have as miich, or more. Take us alone, and we are bur | 
Twins of Nature. Whiy ſhould any deſpiſe another,becauſe he is bet-' 
ter furniſht with zhat which is rionc of his own ? 


—  —— 


LXIX, 
Of Aſs-milation. 


Horow the whole worldthis holds in general, and is the end of 

all; That every thing labours to make the thing it meers with, 
like ir ſelf. Fire converts all to fire. Air exſiccares and draws tofit Fr. 
water moiftens, and reſolverh what it-nicers withal. Earth changerh all 
that we commit to her, to her own nature. The world is all wiciſſitwde 
and copverfion. Nor is it only true 1n Materials and Subſtances ; bur | 
even in Spirits,in Incorporeals ; nay,in theſe there is more aprneſs,; they 
mix Tore” ſ#brilly, and paſs into one another with a nizbler glide. 
So wElte mnfeition ſooncr taken by breath than contattzon : and thus tt | 
is 4/ofitions roo : The Souldiey labours to make his Compariris wa- 
liant. The Scholar endeavours'to have his Fried lrtrwed. 1 he'644 May 
would have his company like himfelf, And: the godd' May ſtrives tof| 
frame gthers virrwous. Every Man will be buſie in diſpending that 


— 


ther was, When Talian in amock, askd the reverend, and 4zed, blind | 


ſer will brook 1ſolencies in his Family. How darcſt thou, thatart but | 
a piece of Earth , that Heaven has blown into, preſume thy ſelf into |} 
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] quality, which is predominant in him, Vhence this Caveat may well 
| become us, to beware both whom and what we chyſe to tive withal. 
We can converſe with nothing, but will work upon us ; and by the 
| unperceived ſtcalch of T7ze,atlimilate us to it ſelf, The c_ there-. 
force of amans Cempany,is one of the moſt weighty Actions of our lives: 
For, our future well or i bcing depends on that Eleftior. If we chule 
| i1],every day declines us to worſe : we have a perpetual weight hanging 
on us, that is ever ſinking us down to Yice, By living under Pharaoh, 
how quickly Foſeph learned the Courtſhip of an Oath ? Italy builds a 
| Villain: Spain ſuperbiates ; Germany makes a Drunkard, and Vewice a 
Letcher, But if we chuſe well, we have a hand of Virtue, gently lifting 
i us to a continual rifing Nobleneſs. Antiſthenes uled to wonder at thoſe, 
that were carious bur in buying an earthen Diſh, ro ſee that it had no| 
| cracks, nor inconveniences, and yet would be careleſs in the choyce of 
Friends, to take them with the flaws of Yice. Surely,a mans Companion 
| is aſecond Genims,to ſway him to the white,or bad good Man is like 
the Dey,colightning and warming all he ſhines on,and is always raiſing 
| upward, to a Region of more conftant parity, than that wherein it finds 
| the Objef?, The bad Man is like the night, dark, obrruding fears , and 
| | dimitting unwholſom w4poxrs upon all that reſt beneath. Nature is ſo 
far from making any thing abſolutely zale, that even to foxes and dul- 
leſt medaals, (he hath given an operation : they grow, and ſpread, in our 
encral Mothers vemns : and by a cunning way of zncroachment, couzen 
the Earth of it ſelf:and when they mect a Brother'd Conſtitution,they 
then write and fortifie. Hence grows the height of friendfhip,when two 
firilery Souls ſhall blend in their commixions. This cauſes , that we | 
| | ſeldom ſee different diſpoſitions to be entirely loving. | 
; | Oderunt hilarem triſtes, triſtemque jocoſi : 
| | Sedatum celeres, agilem gnavumque remiſſi. 
Poteres Pibuli media de note Falerni 
Oaerunt porrefFa negantem pocula 
Sad men hatc mirth ; the pleaſant,ſadneſs (hun : 
Swift men, the ſlow ; the forkful choke that 747. 
| Who drinks at midnight, old Falernian wine, 
; SCcorns him that will not rake his (ups —. 
It is eneſs that makes the #rue-love-knot Of friendſhip. When we find 
another of our own-diſþoſition, whar is it, but rhe ſame ſoul in a divided 


| 

| body ? What find we, but our ſelves intermutually traxfpoſed , cach 

into other > And Nature,that makes us love our ſelves,makes us,with 

| the ſame reaſon, ve thoſe that are Lke us.For this,a Friend is a more 

ſacred name than a Brother. What avails it to have the Badzes from 

the ſame Original, when the Souls within them differ ? I belieye, that 
| - Jrhe applauſe which the Arcients gave to equal friendſhip, was tobe un- 
| derſtood of the likeneſs of winds, rather than of eſtate, or gears : For, 

{we find no ſesſon, nor no degree of an, but hath been happy with this 

Sun of the world, Friendſhip : Whereas in Jarring diſpoſitions,we nevcr 

as yet found it true. Nay, I think, it the azinds be conſonant , the beſt 


1 _ friendſhip, 
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Jchem, continual uſe will alter me, and then I ſhall gain by their graces, 


will never fail in time to draw that atter it. | 


| 


though it digrefſerh trom Truth, it flies above her, making her more 


They call'd them Makers. And had ſome of them had power to: pur 


[never meant to baniſh, His own pradice ihews, he excluded nor. all. 
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friendſhip is between different fortunes. ' He that is low , looks upward 
with a greater loving reverence: and he that is high, looks downward 
more affetionately; when he takes it. to be for his hoxonr, to favour his 
Inferiour,whom he cannot chuſe but ove the more for magnifying him. 
Something I would look to outwards ;. but in a friend, 1 would eſpe- | 
cially chuſe him full of, worth, that if I be not ſo my ſelf; he yer may 
work me like him. So for Company, Books; or whatſoever ; I would, if 
I have freedom, chuſe the beſt : rhough at firſt-I ſhould not fanſie 


If judgment direct me right in my choice, caſtom,winning upon my will, 


— ad + 


LXX1I- 
Of Poets and Poetry. 


Urely he was a little wanton with his leiſure , that firſt invented | 
Poetry. 'Tis but a Play, which makes words dance, in theevenneſs 
of a Cadency : yet, without doubt,.being a Harmony, it is-necrerto the | 
mind than proſe : tor that it ſclf is a Harmony in heighth. But the words | 
being rather the droſsy part, Conceit I take to be the principal. And here 


rare, by giving curious rayment to hcr nakedneſs, The Name,the Greci- 
xs gave the mcn that wrote thus, ſhew'd how much they honour d it : 


their Conceits in AF, how necr would they have come'to Deity ? And 
for the virtues of men; they reſt not.on the bare Demearor,.: bur flide 


der to wonder and imitation. And certainly, Poets,that write thus,Plato 


He was content to hear Antimachus recite his Poem, when all the Herd 
had Icfr himz : and.he himſclf wrote both Trageates,and other pieces. 
Perhaps he found then a lictle roo bulie with his gods : and he, being 
che firſt that made Philoſophy Divine, and Rational, was modeſt in his 
own beginnings. Another Name they had of honeur too, and that was 
Vates. Nor know I how to diſtinguiih between the Prophets and Poers 
of Iſrael, What is Teremie's Lamentation, but a kind of Sapphick Ele- 
gie ? David's Pſalms are not only Poems ; but Sowgs, Snatches, and Rap- 
tures of a flaming ſpirit. And this indeed I obſerve, ro the honor of 
Poets ;, 1 never tound then roveroms, or ſcraping ly-baſe. The Fews had 
not too ſuch Kizgs in all their Cateloghe, as Solomon, and his- Father ; 


of other men : and why may we not then think , this may imbrace 
more;both of Heaven, and God? I cannot bur conjecture this to be the 
reaſon, that they, moſt of chem, are pogy : They find their minds ſo 
ſolaced wirh their own flights, thar they negle& the ſtudy of growing 
rich: and this, 1 confeſs again, I thitk, turns them to vice, and an- 


into #Mgiratios : fo propoling things above us. they kindle the [Rea- | 


Poets both. There is a largencks in their Souls, beyond the narrownels | 


manly coxrſes. Beſides, they are fot che moſt part, mighty un of 
/ Þ Hom  rfeir 
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their pallates ; and this 15 known an impoveriſher. Antigonus, in the 
Tented Field, found Antagoras cooking of a Conger himſelf, And they 
all are friends to the Grape and Liquor : though I think, many, more 
out'of a duible Nature, and their love to pleaſant company, than their, 
afleQion to the jwyce alone. They are all of free Natures ; and are the 
erueſt Definition of that Philoſopher's man, which gives him, ' Animal 
rifibile. Their groſſeſt. fault is, that you may conclude them ſerſu- 
al : yet this does not touch themnvall. Ingeniows for the moſt part they. 
are. I know there be ſome Rimauzg fools ; but what have they to do 
with Poetry ? When Sa/uft would tell us, that Sempromia's wit was not; 
ill; ſays he,—Poruit verſus facere, & jocum movere : She could make a; 
Verſe, and break 4 Feſt. Something there is in it, more than ordinary : | 
in that it is all in ſuch zzeaſured Language, as may be marr'd by reading. 
I laugh heartily at Philoxenw his Feſt, who paſling by , and hearing 
ſome Maſons, miſl-ſenſing his [nes , (with their ignorant ſawing -of/ 
chem) falls ro'breaking amain : They ask the caaſe , and he replies,| | 
ſpoyl hi work, and he theirs. Certainly, a worthy Poet is 1o far 
from:being a Fool, that there is ſome wi required in him that ſhall be | 
able 'to read him well: and without the 7rue accent , numbred Poetry 
does loſe of the gloſs. It was a fpeech becoming an able Poer of our 
own, whena Zord read his Yerſes crookedly, and he beſeechr his Zord-| 
{hip not to murder him in his own /ines. He that ſpeaks falſe Latine,! 
breaks Priſcians head : bur he thar repeats a Yerſe ill, purs Homer our: 
of joynt. One thing commends it beyond Oratory ; it ever complyeth! 
to the ſharpeſt Fudgments. He is the beſt Oratoy that pleaſeth al, even! 
the Crowd and Clowns. Bur Pretry would be poor, that they ſhould all; 
approve of. If the'Learned and Fwdiciows like it, let the Throng" bray., 
Theſe, when 'tis beſt, will like ir the /2ft. So,they contemin what they! 
waerſtand not; and the neg leted Poet falls by want .Calphurnius makes 
one.complain the misfortune, EH | 
Frange puer calamos, & inanes deſere Muſas : 
Et potius glandes, rubicundaq, collige Forna. 127 
Duc ad 'mulitra greges, & lac venale per trbem * © v7 
Non 'tacitus porta : Quid enim tibi Fiftuld reddet, © 
Quo tuttre famem? certe, men carmind nemo © © _ 
Prater ab his ſcopulis ventoſa remurmuv#nt'Eccho, ' © 
Boy, break thy Pipes, leave, leave ily fruitleſs Maſe: 
Rather the 4ſ7aft, and blood-red Cormill ehtife, VI 
Go lead thy Flocks to milking ; ſell and and cry  * 
Milk through the City : whar can Learning buy, | wY 
To keep back 4»nger ? None my Yerſes mind, - He, 
But Eccho, babbling from theſe Reeks and Find, © OP 


Two things are commonly blamed in Poeetry:nay,yoru take away That, 
it Them: and theſe are Lyes, and Flatrery. Bit I have told chem in the 
worſt words : For, *Tis only to the ſhallow iz fight that they appear 
thus. Trath may dwell more clearly in an Hlegory, or a moral'd Fable, 
than in a bare Narration, And for Flattery, no man will rake Poerrie| 
| - Literal: 
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literal : fince in commenaations, it rather ſhews what men thould be. 
than whar they are. 1t this were not, it would appear «xzcomely. Bur 
we all know , Hyperbole's in Poetry do bear a decency , nay , a grace 
along with them. The greateſt dager that I find in it, is, that it war- 
tons the Bloud, and Imagination ; as carrying a man in too high a De- 
light. To prevent cheſs , let the wiſe Poet itrive to be deft in his 
Lines. Firſt, that he daſh not the Gods : nexr, that he injure not Chaſts- 
ty, nor corrupt the Ear with Laſeiviouſneſs, When tt cle arc declined, 
I think a grave Poem the deepeſt kind of Writing. It wings the Soul 
up higher, than the ſlacked pace of Proſe. Flaſhes that do follow the Cap, 
I fear me, are too ſpritely to be ſolid : they run {martly upon the hoſe, 
for a Diſtance or two ; but then being foul, rheySive. in, and zyre. 1 
confeſs, I love the ſober Muſe, and faſting : From the other , matter 


Long Poetry ſome cannot be friends withal : and indeed, it palles upon 
the reading. The wittieſt Poets have becn all ſbort, and changing ſoon 
their Subjeft ; as Horace, Martial, Fuvenal, Seneca, and the two Co- 
,medians. Poetry (hould be rather like a Coranto,ſhort,ayd nimbly-lofty; 
'than a dull Leſſoz, of a day long. Nor can it bur be deadatſb, it diſtend- 
i | . . . » O . ” s 

ed: For, when *tis right, it'centers Copcezt, ard takes bur tae ſpirit of 
things: and therefore fooliſh Poefie is of all writing the moſt Ridicalows, 
When a Gooſe dances,and a fool Verſifies,there is ſport alike. He is twice 
an Aſs, that is a riming one. He is ſomething the /-ſ5 wmwiſe , that is 
unwiſe bur in Proſe. It the Subje be Hiſtory, or contexted Fable , then 
I hold. it better pur in Proſe, or Blanks: for ordinary diſconrſe never 
| ſhews fo well i Meter, as in the frain that it may ſeem to be ſpoken 
in 2 the commendation is, to do it to the fe: Nor is this any other, 
then Peetry in Proſe. Surcly , though the #07/d think not ſo, he 
is happy to himſelf, that can play the Poer, He ſhall vent his paſſions 
by his Pex, and caſe his heart of their 'weight : and he ſhall often raiſe 
himſelf a-Foy in his Raptures, which no man can perceive,bur he. Sure, 
Ovid found a pleaſure 1n't, even when he writ his Trift4a, It gently de- 
| livers the mind of diſkempers; and works the thoughts to a ſweetneſs, 
in their ſearching conceit, 1 would not love it for a Profeſſion : and I 
would not want it for a Recreation. I can make my lelt harmleſs, nay, 
amending mirth with it ; while I ſhould perhaps be trying of a worſer 
paſtime: And this I believe in ir turther, Unleſs Comverſatrox corrupts 
his eaſineſs, it lifts a man to Nobleneſs z, and is never in any rightly, but | 
it makes him of a Royal and capecious Sowl. 
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LXX 11, 
Of Fear and Cowardice. 
hs or are made of fearful diſpoſitions, of all others, may ſeem 


the leaſt beholding to Nature, I know not any thing, wherein 
they can be more uzfortunate. They enjoy gw. gs 205) a frighted 
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cannot come ſo clecr,but thar it will be miſted with the fares of wine. | 


mind ; no, not ſo much as their ſleeps. They doubr. what they have 
| ; P 2 _ done, 
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weakneſs that ev ry Creature (by a native inſtin&) cakes advantage of : 
and Cowards hav” ſouls - a conrſer mixture, than the common ſpirits 


fimtely, both in making of her falfcly believe (he _ avoid dangers þ 
;ſeaſes are belyed 


their Marches through ſucceeding Apes, have all proceeded from men 
of courage. And I believe many times, their confidence kept them fate, 
An anappalled look docs daunt a baſe attempter. And oftentimes, if a 
Mar has nothing but a couragious eye, it protects him. The brave ſoul 
knows no tremblirg. (ſar ſpake like Ceſar, when he bade the Aari- 
atrs fcat hothing ; tor they carryed him and his Fortunes. And indeed 
walony caſts a kind of howosr upon God;in that we (hew that we believe 
his goedneſs, while we truft our ſelves, in danger, upon his care only ; 
Whereas the Coward eclipſes his ſufficiency, by azwworthily doubting , 
that God will not bring him off. So #»nſtly accuſing cither his power, 
or his will, he would make himſelf his own Sawionr, and becomes his 
| ay For when man milſtruſts God, *tis juſt with God to 

leave Man. Marcus Antonius would not believe, that Avidins Craſſus 
could ever have depoſed him : and his reaſon was,The Gods had greater ! 
care of him than to let Craſſws wrong him undeſervedly, And this 
winning him love, cſtabliſh't him : whereas, Fear on the other ſide 
ruſtrates a ſufficient defence. Themuftocles compared a Coward to the 
Sword-fiſb,which hath a weapon, but wants a hearr, And then what uſe 


Jcan the yung hand pur it ro? Nay, when he may flie, cowerdize 
hinders him from playing the Coward ; He would run away , and | 


fear 
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| vie upon happineſs : Rage upon Injury , Love upon Brauty, and! fo the 


| beating fear, in the fluſh of Proſperity, 


Fnot lay it in the belexce with ſome thing, that bach more ſeligity 2::1f 


more ſowy, than his that hath been freighrned in all. have pitied 
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fear arreſts him with a ſenſeleſs amazement, that betrays him to 
purſuit of his Foes. No arntour can defexd a fearful heart. It will kil 
it ſelt, within. Cleomenes was {o fat out of charity with this'pale paſ#- 
on, as the Spoyls he wan from Cowards, he would neicher ſacrefice- to), 
the Gods, nor Jet the Lacedemonian Youth behold them, There are two! 
miſeries, tor which it is tamous beyond all other paſſions. Lovez.an- 
ger, Sorrow, and the like, are but for a time, and then over : but 'thi 
is Sens » A diſeaſe of a life long, which every day flavesa man to 
whaiſoeygr ill he meets with. It vaſſezls hin to the world, to beafts, 
and zen, And like a ſurly Tyrant, inforcerh whatfe'ere.irt propoſeth. 
For this, does Martial Epigram upon 1t, | ne - RS 
Quid fi me Tonſor, cum firicta novacula fupwanf, - - 
Tun Libertatem, Divitiaſque roget 7 6 
Promittam : nec enin rogat zo tempore Toufur,” 
 Latro rogat. Res eft imperioſs Timor. 
Suppoſe my Barber, when his Rezor's nigh - | 
My :hroat, ſhould then ask wealth, and /tberty 
I'd promiſe ſure. The Barber asks not this; -: 
No, 'Tis a Thief, hen ems [$557 125038), Pits 6: | 
Next,whereas other peſſtons are gro upon things that arc,as Ee 


| 
: 14169 | 


reſt. This is as well upon things that are not Itcoyas wiſchiefs that 
neither be, nor can be. Thus having no.&&jeF to ' bownd-it, it runs 5 

infinitum, and cannot be ſeegred by any conditian of life. \Lert the (ow- 
ard have a guard, and he fears that Let him have none; and he will 
fear for want of it. I heave known ſome, as y as the world 
could make them ; and their own needleſs fears have'made their wes 


them ; to think that a weak, wexdriows, and wprofireble paſſion ſhould| 
quite r»ize the bleflings of a fair efate. Some things Inay doubr, and 
endevour to ſhun : but I would never {earchem toa fervility. If 1 can 
keep bur Reaſon Lord, fear will ſerve, and benefit me: bur when that 
gets the Throne, it will damincer wwſa/ting ly. Let me rather have" 
mind confident, and wndaunted with ſome rroubles; 'ehink Pulſe hi) 
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E Be is not in this world, either gerferiendfioy, pr. . bappd- 
eſs. Compareſov, more thay Reality, makes men anc 
make them wretched. Whaz ſhould -we account wiſerable, we did 


we ſaw not ſome men vaulting, in tbe gay trim of Honewr, and Great- 
eſs, we ſhould never ghink,a poor eftate ſod/awereable, Were all the 
world ugly, Deformity would be no Afewſter. In $hoſe Conmmicy where 


all go naked, they neither ſhame at heir being wwewrtircs, nor coppletn 


_ that 


—— ens 


qo RESOLVES. 


ms 


C©C{*}})TT— 


that they are:expos'd to the w1o/erce of the Sur and Winds. *t is witli- | 
| our doubt,our eyesga2ing at others above, cait us into a ſhade,winich | 
]before that time, -we met not with. VVhatſoever is not pair, or ſuffe- | 

- : | xx alt 
race , might well be born without grumbling : did not otiier objects, | 
fuller of contentedzeſs,draw away our ſouls trom that we havegtotl.oſe | 
things which we ſee, we have not. *Tis Envy, and Ambition, that | 
makes us far more zv;ſerable, than the conſtiurion which our /beral 
Nature hath allotted ws. Many never find themſelves in wazr, till icy 
have: d:ſcoveredthe abundance of ſome others. And many again, do 
bear cheir wants with eaſe, when they find others below themſclves in 
| happineſs. It was an anſwer bewraythg a Philoſopher , which Thales 

| gave to one, thatagked him how Adverſicy might beſt be born > By 
| ſeeing our es in worſe eftate than our ſelves. We pick our own 
ſorrows, out ofthe Foys of other men : and our of their ſorrows, 1:ke- 
wiſe,we aflume our joys. VVhen I ſee the roy/ing Labourer ſweat ti.orow 
both his skins, yet can ſcarce get ſo much, as his :?mportunate belly 
conſumes him ; I then look upon my ſe/f with gl/adneſs. Burt when I 
| exe the Diſtributors of the Earth, in their Royalty : when 1 think of Nero 
| | in his journey, with his thouſand Chariots, and his Mules all ſhod with 
{ abver ; then, what a poor AFome do I account my ſelf; compar'd with 
| theſe huge piles of State ? 


Tolle felices, removeto multo ; "> * 
a 2718 Devites auro, removeto centum 

, F..-2 Rure qui ſcindant epulenta bobus ; 
1099 Paxperi ſurgent animi jacentes. 
Fe Eſt miſer nemo , nift comparatus. 

Yoid the bleſt, and him that flows 

Wirth the weighty.Gold, and fifty Ploug hs 

Furrowing wealthy paſtures goes ; 

Poor minds then will fprizg. For none 

| Is poor but by compariſon. 

Jr was compariſon, that firſt kindled the fire to burn Troy withal. Give 
#t to the farreff,, was it, which jarr'd the Goddeſſes. Paris might have 
[given the Ball. with leſs offence, had it nor been ſo inſcribed. Surely, 
Fur was content with her beauty, till the Trojan Youth caſt her, by 
advancing Yenm. The Roman Dame complained not of her husbands | 
breath,while (ſhe knew no kiſs bur his. While we (py no joys above our 
owny We in quiet count them bleſſings. We ſec, even a tew companions | ' 
can lighten our zziſeries : by which we may gueſs the effect of a gerne- 
rality. Blackneſs, aflat noſe , thick lips, and* gopele eyes, are- beauties, 
where'no ſhapes nor colours differ. He is much mmpatient, that retuſerh 
the geweral Lot. For my ſelt, I will reckon that miſery , which I find, 
burts'me in my felt ; not that waich comitig from another, I may 
avoid, if I will. Letme examine whether that I exjoy, be not enough | 
to: felicitate me, "if I ſtay at home. -If it be, I won1d not have anothers. 
better fortune put:me out of coxceit with my own. In outward thing s,1. 
| will look to thoſe that arc beneath me ; that if 1 muſt build my lelt, 
| foes Out j 
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| made him ſtay, aid be taken with ſhame. They, 


BY 


| 7riſon, becauſe he.did burinterrupt 
|. may haye, the benefits of a. friendly - 
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Out of others, I may tather raiſe contexe than wwrmur. But for ac- 
compliſhments of the mind, T will ever fix on thoſe above me ; rhar 1 
may, out of an honeſt exulation, mend my ſelf, by continnal ſtriving 
to imitate rheir Noblereſs. | | 
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* LXXITI * : 
{15:1 Of Pride and (Choler, 


'FY Proud man and the Cholerick ſeldom arrive at any height of 
| virtue. Pride is the choler of the mind ; andebvier is the prede of 
the hody. They are ſometimes born to-good partsof Narare, but they 
rarely are knawn'ta:add by i»d»/ry. 'Tis themild and ſuffering d:- 
ſpeſition, that oftencſi goth atrain to Eminency. Temper, and Humility 
are advantagious Yirtses, for buligeſs,and to riſe by. Pride and Choler 
[make ſtch a noiſe, that rhey awakeſdaagers ; which the other with a 
| ſoft zread ſteal-by undifcovered. They fell aman ſo much;rhar he is 
/too big to pals the narrow way. Temper and Humility are like the Fox, 
when he,wenit into the Garner ; hecould creep in at a lirtle hole and 
arrive at plenty. Pride and Choler are like the Fox offering ro go ont, 
'when his belly was fult';*which infarging him bigger than the puſſage 

take! that would come to 
preferment by Pride ,' are fike them that aſcend: a pair of Stairs: 'oh | 
Horſehack ; *tis ten to one, btitbork'their Beaſts will 


Lg 


| vor! cat them, ere } 
they come to tread theit Chamber. dry of proud men have not. 
that clearneſs of diſcerning, ,which'(tt6nld make *rchem judge arighr 
of themſelves, and athets. "Tis ah uficharicable vice, which reacties 
men how to neg let and totem). So 'depreffing others, ir ſceketh to 
raiſc it ſelf : and by this depreſſion angers thett,, that they banady againſt 
it, till it meets with the /of5. One ng it harh more than any vice 
chat I know : It is an Exemy to it ſelf The prowd man cannot endure 
ro ſee pride in another. Diogenes tripled Plato: though indeed *tis 
rare.to find it in men fo qualified. "The main' thing that ſhould mend 
theſe two, they want; ' and that is, the: &eprehenſion of a friend. - Pride 
ſcorns 3 Corvector, and thinks it a iſparagement to learn : and Choler 
admits” no come! that” ah thre s aff angers him , and anger 
blinds him. So it ever they hear ealt,-jc wriſt either Be from an 
Enemy in diſdazn, or from 4 Friend,that muſt teſolve to loſe them by'r, 
M. Draſus, the Tribune of the People, caſt the 510% L. Philips; inco 
it in ſpeech... Other DrſPofitions | 
zaly Monitor; but*theſe by rheir vices 
do" ſtem to give-a defiance to Camel. Since, when men once know 
chem, they will rather be filext,ahd'ler then reſt in their: folly, thay, 
by eloveniſhing them run into a ozrtain Brawl. Thereis anotHer thing 
ſhews thein-ro be both baſe.” _ are both moſt awed by them 
| abjeZt paſſion of the wind, Fear. &date neither be prgud'to one-that 


can pho us.;- nor cholerick to" bit much abvve'us. But when we 
have to c 


cal with ſuch,we clad out ſelves in their contraries : as know? 
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ing they are habits of more ſefety, and better l5ting. ey fog flies 
from the burning houſe : and one of theſe hath a fire in his heart.,. and 
the other diſcovers it in his face. In my opinion , there be no wices 
that incroach ſo much on ſax as theſe : They take away his Reaſor, 
and turn himinto a for ; and then Yirrac her ſelf cannot board him, 
withour danger of defamation. I would not live like a Beaſt, puſhr 
at by all the world for /oftineſs ; nor yer like a #aſp, ſtinging upon 
every fouch. And this mercover ſhall add to my milliking them, that 
I hold them things accurſed, for ſowing of Arif. among Brethren, 
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That great Benefits cauſe Ingratitude. 


S the deepeſt hate is that which ſprings, from. the moſt violent 

love ;, So, the greateſt diſcourtefies oft ariſe from the laygeſ# fa- 
w08rs, Benefits to good Natnres,can never be ſo great,as to make thanks 
bluſh in their San - 2-4 : bur when they be weighty, and light on il! 
ones, they then make their returs in /ngratitude, Extraordinary fa 
vours make the giver hated by the recezver , that ſhould hve him, 
Experience hath proved, that Tacitms wrote iruth, Beneficia uſque adeo 
lets ſunt, dum videntar poſſe exſolvi : ubi multim anteventre, progra- 
tia, odinm redditur. Benefits are.ſo longgrateful, as we think we -can 
repay them : but when they challenge more, out thaxks convert to 
hate. Itis not good to make men owe us more than they arc able to 


pay : Except it be for virtuomageſerts, which may in ſome ſort chal- | 


enge it. They that have found r7renſcendirg conrteſizr, tor Offices that 
have not been ſound, as in their firſt adZiors they have becn ſtained, fo 
in their progreſs they will proye ,ungrateful.: For, when they have 
ſerved their turn of his benefits, they ſeldom ſce their Patroy without 
thraldom ; which (now.by his giffp being litred into happineſs) , they 
grieve to ſec, and {triveto bg quit of. And it they be defenſive-fa- 
vours, for matter of fad, they.;then, with their thraldom, ſhew them 
their ſbame : and this pricks then. forward to wind out themſelyes, 
though ir be wich incurring a greater. The AMalefattor, which thou 
ſaveſt, will, if he can, condemp thice, - Home have; written ” that Cicero 
was ſlain by one, whom his Qretery. bad defended, when he was ac- 
cuſed of his Fathers murther. I knew 2 French Gentleman invited by a 
Dutch to his Houſe; and,according to the vice of that Nation, he was 
welcom'd ſo long with fell caps, that in the cnd the drink diſtemper'd | 
him : and going away, in ſtead of giving him thanks,he quarrels with 
his Hoft , and ſtrikes him. His friend blaming him, he anſwered, It 
was his Hoſts fault, for giving him /iquor fo ſtrong. Ir paſs'd for a jeſt : 
bur certain, there. was ET 1n.it mare. Men that have been thus 
beholding to us,think we know too much of their vi/eneſs: and there-' 
fore they will rather free themſelves , by. their Benefaors raine', than, 
ſuffer themſclves to be had in ſo low ane/teem. When kindnefſes arc. 
ſuch as hinder Juſt#ce, they ſeldom yield gu 


— 
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uit rhat is commendable : |. 


as 


mY 


| thou imparreſt, ler them'be'ro thoſe: 
| Howour, when,by thy kindxef5,mien ſhall ſee rhar'chou affeQeſt Yirtne : | 
and when thou layeſt it on one 'of werrh, grudge not that chou haſt 


|the berrer. If Ifhall receive any Kindneſſes from others, I will think, 


| merity: to requite them with ill; Serenicdl. *'Tis only in raxck 


| and well planted, chereis the more f##ir rerurn'd; forthe ſbewers thar 


| Of Virtue and Wiſdom, 


defends us againſt the ſtroke of the Law; the other againſt the avnre-! 


| 


| Heeves : and who dares arreſt one that Wears. his G/otb2. This proteQts: 


, 


than we are aware of : far, if we.confider rightly, we may; oblerv 
| Yirtze'or Geodneſs to be habitacd, and i afert 
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jasif 
not''ſh —_ Divine Edifts'rohave their due fulfillings. Beware 
howrthou robbſt'the Low of 4256, to give'it roan ill-aeſerwitee wnen. 
The wrong thou doſt to thar, is greater rhian the beniefir-rharrthou'doſt 
confer upon him;Stichp3zy woundsthe Pablike,which is often | 
by him thou didft ir upo. Benefits, that are good in'them- | 
ſelves, are made il! by their be 7% 6, \Wharſoever favours | 
of deſert. Tr will be much for thy 


plac'd it there : For, believe it, he is muctimore Neble that deſerves 
a benefit, than he that beſtows one.' Riches , rhetigh- they may reward 
Virts:s, yet they cannot cauſe them. It ſhall at anytime do a courtefie, 
and meet with a zeg/ct#, 1ſhall yer rhink I did well, becauſe I did well 
intend it. Ingratitude makes the Author worſe,but the BenefaFor rather 


that I am to acknowledge, and alſo to retwrrthem;ſmall ones,out 
of Ceurtefie ; and grear ones out of dxry.. To negle@ them , is inhu- 


grounds, that much riin' makes weeds ſpring-: where the ſoy! is clean, 
did fall upon ir. 7 
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Here are no ſuch Gerds of Safety, as YVirize and Wiſaone. The 
one ſecures the ſos/;, the other ,.the 5/tare-and Bedy. The one: 


bility of Forenune. The Law his not pawer.to-:ſtrikt the virrzous : nor 
can Ferruze ſubvert the #5ſe.  Surelyythere is more Divinity in, chem, - 


wiſdom the diftributive or atius/ 


they .appeeted to. velde bens, as inthe Tex?.  And.the Som of Sirach 
couple them more plainly rogether:: fat he'ſs Allthe works of the 
Lord are: ng good: and all his; Bs are Hove. in due 


ſeaſon... Theſe: only perfect and deftnd'a man... \Whenunjuſt Kings de- 
fire co: curiof- thoſe they diſtaſte, they firſt lay, 976/me.co. make chem 
fall into'Yice :-or ar laſt, give our, thar:their Afions, are already crimi- 
wel. ſo rob them of their Firrc,and-thep Jet the Zew.{giz:rhem. Orher-: 
ile,) Virrue's garment is.n Santbuary 9g even Princes dare 
not ſtrike the man ther is. thus rocked, Tis the Zovery. of the. King 


us whett we' are unarmed : and is-an; Armoar that: we. 


his Steracs ,.yet.. 
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we be falſeto our ſelves, loſe. Demerriw could comfort bimlclf pil | 
Temas to 


cance followed the Beflower , for an injury to-equizy; 6+-for'| 


this, that though the Arbeniess: den 


could 
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went.to Rome, on purpoſe to ſee him : where finding his behaviour 
ſtretched all to pride andſtate,departs,and makes him a Aſourning Sute, 
wherein next day he comes againto viſit him : who asking the cauſe 
of his blacks, was anſwered, It was for the death of Humility , which 


Man. \Nharſoevr opinion in the world, thy former virtues have gained 
thee, is now under a Fry, that will condemn it, if they ſlack here, 
\ The way to make Honour laft,is to do by it, as men do by rich Fewels , 
not incommon them to the every-day eye : but caſe them up, and wear 
them bur on Feſtivals. And, be not too gloriows ar firſt ; it will {cnd 
men to too much expecFation, which when they fail of , will turn ro 
zegle. Thou hadft better ſhew thy ſelf by a 4z#te at once; thanzin a 
windy oſtentation,pour out thy ſelf together. So, that reſpec#,thou gain- 
eſt, will be more JEmanenes though it be not got in ſuci; haſte. Some 
profit thou mayeſt make of zhink;zg from whence thou cameſt. He chat 
bears that ſtill in his »z#d, will bemore wary, how tie trench upon 
thoſe; that were once «bove him. 
| Fama eft, fittilibus canaſſe Agathoclea Regem: ; 
Atque abacum Samio ſepe oneriſſe luto : 
Fercula gemmatis cum poneret horrida wafis, 
| | Et meiſceret opes, panperiemque fimul. 12D 
| Querenti cauſam , reſponait : Rex ego qmi: ſum 

Sicanie, fignls ſum genitore ſatw.: - 

Fertunam reverenter habe, quicunque repente 

Dives ab exili progrediere loco. + | 
With Earthen Plate, Agarhoctes (they ſay) 
"Did uſe to meal :.ſ{o ſerv'd with Semo's Clay. - ' : 
im Jews d Plate, and rugged Earth was by, ! 
He ſecm'd to mingle wealth, and poverty. -! 
. One asK'd the cauſe;, he anſwers ; 1, that am 

. Stcilia's King, from-a poor Potper-came. + 51; 

Hence learn, thou chat, are rais'd from, mean eftare 
© © Toſudden riches, to be zemperare. 1, 
It was the Admonition of che. dyws. Orhe ;\ ta: Corrine 3 Neither too 
When we Jookon-our. bens 


- 


to forget, thatiCeſar was tits Uncle. 
1h. rhe {pre of proſperity, we arb apr-tor 
L.D0L pn tat all,. weareilikely ro'be 
with. cheſe- thavghts indureth: Our 
Refer LS Many CURES TOM Forranc; our meacration'inat\rs that, 
Fe! netther gove nor deprive us.oh, Tn what condition ſoever 
TALES jte, gr fawn. Hedous: well tha dudcribes 
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dydin him , when he was. Eledted Cardinal. Authority diſplays the | 
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ſus from'Baſe compeny; reftrains us from baſe enterprizes; from begin-'| 
#ing ill; of continuing where we ſee it. It reaches ro love virtue only : 
1] and"diteas a'man rather ro mix with 2 chaſte ſoul, than to care 


|-dore of a Thief's Den)makes Yice not dare peep out of the heart,where- 


| ing men! And the Cymick would needs have Yirtue to be of a bluſh-co- 


{they oft expreſs with large gifts, tharſo work upon her yielding na- 


| with the ſavage Nero? ' A Spirit modeſtly bold, is like the wind, to 


RESOLVES. 


LXXVII. 
Of Modeſty. 


ne is 2fodeſty, both a Virtue, and a Yice ; though indeed,whe" 
it is blameable, 1 would rather call it a fookiſh baſhfulneſs. For 
then it betrays us to all inconveniencies. It brings a Fool into Bonds,to 
his #tter undoing : when, out of a weak flexibility of Nature , he has 
not courage enough to deny the requeſt of a ſeeming friend. One 
would think it ſtrange art firſt, yet is it provedly true :, Thar, Modeſty uw- 
does 4 Maid. In the face,it is a lure to make even lewd men love : which 


fure, as ſhe knows not how to deny: ſo rather than be angratefud, (he 
| oft becomes «xchaſte : Even bluſhing brings them to their Devirgima- 

tion. In friendſhip," tis an odious vice, and lets'2 waz run onin 4 uy = 
a:ties ; tor fear of diſpleaſing by telling the fault. *Tis the Fool only, 
that' puts Yirtze out of countenance. Wiſe men ever take a freedom of 
reproving; when Vice is bold, and daring. How plain was Zeno with 
Nearchus? How blunt Diegenes with Alexander ? How ſerious Senecz 


purge the worlds bad- air. lt diſperſes Exhalations from the muddy 
Earth, which would, unſtirr'd, infeft it. We often let Yice ſpring, 
for wanting the awdacity and courage of a Debellation. Nay, we ma- 
ny times forbear good ations , for fear the world ſhould laugh 
at us. How many men, when others have their fore, will want 
themſclyes, for ſhaming to demand their owz? And ſometimes in 
extiomes, we-unwiſely ſtand upon points of infipid Modeſty. But, Rebrs 
ſemper . pudor abſit in arttis. In all extremes flye Baſhfulneſs. In any 
good Aion, that muſtneeds be bad, that hinders ir : of which \firain, 
many times, is the fowdneſs of 2 bluſbing ſbamefaftneſs. But to bluſhar 
Vice; is to let the world know, that the heart within hath an nclina- 
tion to-Virtue. Modeſty a virtue, is an excellent carb to keep us from 
the frxy,/anid offence. I am perſwaded, many had been bad, that are 
not ; ifrhey had not been bridled by a baſbful nature. There are divers 
that'have\ hearts for-wice, which have not face accordingly. It chides 


or 
preffing'of the ripened boſows. ' It aws the #ncivil tongue ; chains up the 
licedtions band ; and with a filent kind of Majefty, (like a watch ar the 


in it is lodged. It-withholds a man from vain-boaſting : and makes a 
wiſe ten fot-to ſcotn a fool, Surely,the Graces ſojourn with the bluſh- 


 lour. Thus Ariftorle's Daughter ſhew'd her (elf a better Morah;fs, thin 
Naturaliſt: wtien; being asked which was the belt colour, (he anſwer- 


ed+: Fhac which Modeſty produced in Mer ingenuous. Certainly, ti.c 
hecrt of the bluſhing. man, is neerer Heaven than the brazed forehead. 


— 
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RESOLVES. 
For it is a branch of Humility; and when that dyes, Yirrue is upon the , 
vaniſh. Modeſty in Women, is like the Angels flaming Sword, to keep| 
wile man out of the Paradiſe of their Chaſtity. It was Livia's modeſty,| 
chat took Auguſtus : and ſhe that wan Cyras from a Adultitade, was a 
deft one. For though it be but exzerior, and face-deep only,yet it in- 
vites affefion ſtrongly. Plautm had Skill in ſuch commod;ries ; 
Mevetricem pudorem gerere mag is decet, quam purpuram : 

Mags quidem mertricews pudorem, quam 4urum gerere condecer, 

Even in a whore, a modeſt look, and faſhion, 
Prevails beyond all gold, and purple dyes. 

If that be good which is but conmrerfeir, how excellent is char which is 
zeal > Thoſe things that carry a juſt swfamy with them, I will juſtly be} 
aſbard to be ſeen in. But in ations eirher good, or not ill, it may as 
well be a crime, *Tis fear and cowerdize,that pulls us back from Good- 
aeſs.That is baſe bloud,that bluſbes at a virtnows attion, Both the «tFion, 
and the moral of Agefilans was good : whcn in his Oblations to Pallas, 
2 Zowſe bir, and he pulls itouc, and kills it betore the People, ſaying ; 
Treſpaſſers were even at the Altar to be ſet npon. I know, things «x- 
ſeemly, though not diſhoneft, carry a kind of Ro along. bur ſure, ip 
reſiſting willany, where Courage is asked, Buſbfalneſe is, at beſt, but a 
weak, and treacheroms virtue. | 


FH | | 


LXXVIII. | 
Of Suſpicion. 


yr arc ſometimes out of Judgment. He that knows the wor /d 
bad, cannot bur ſ#ſþet# it will be ſo ſtill : bur where men ſ@ſpe? by 
judgment, they will likewiſe, by j#dgment, keep thar ſuſpect trom huct- 
ing them. Sſþicion for the molt part, proceeds from a ſe!f-defer : and 
then it gnaws the wind, They that in provate liſten others, are. com-| 
monly ſuch as are i# rhemſetves. The wiſe and honeſt are yevcr fooled, 
with this quality. He that knows he deſerves not i, why ſhould he 
imagine that others ſhould peck him ſo 2 We may obſerve how a may. 
is diſpoſed, by gathering what he dewbts in others. Saint Chr.yſoſtoms has | 
given the rule; Scar difficile aliquens ſaſpicetur melume, gui bonus ef < 
Sic difficile aliquem ſuſpicatur bonum, qui ipſe malus off, Nero would not. 
believe, but all men were moſt for! Labideniſts, And we all know; there 
was never ſuch a Reman Beaſt as he. Swſpecting that we {ee not, we in- 
rimate to the wor/d, either what our «#5 have been, or what our d5fþs- 
fitions are, I will be wary in ſaſpe#ing another of ill, left, by lo Colng, 
I proclaim my ſe/f to be guilty : But whether I be,or not,why ſhould 
L/ffrive to hear my ſelf ill ſpoken of 2 Fealowſie is the worſt of madneſs. 
| We ſeek for that, which we would nor fiud : or, if we do, what is it 
we have got, but matter of wvexation? which we cane {o beſely by, as 

oſbansd to take notice ofit. So we are forced to keep it boyling 
in our brefts : like yew Wixe, to the hazard of the Hogfhead, ſor want 


of vexting. Fealoufie is a gin that we ſet to catch Serpents ; v—_ aſ- 
o0N 


—_—— 
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_ as we have caught them, Ki 14. Like the \f*o/; that WL 
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box of poyſon, taſts, op is poyſtn'd indeed, Arewe not avid, thac 

ing quiet, as we are, muſt needs go ſtarch for diſcomrtiveraents? So 
ſhould we be from ſceking how: 25-to be often tareleſ? of thoſe We 
fond. Neglett will kill an «jor, looner than'r *"Said" Svrrates; 
when he was told that one rail'd on him; : Lat hins by eat tre Fog, Þ*1 The 4 
abſent, I care wot, He thiat will queſtion every dſgrathot Work, hilch 
he hears is ſpoken of _ (hall have few Friends, Hitcle wir, and eh! 


— 


cannot think any man loves 
invite it to lodge in his Pears. Pompey i did well at it thoſe Letreys 
to the fire, betore he: nenemt wie, inheexpeAttFca find the cate 
of his grief. 1 will never anderecke Bbwerrhy th for thar' whit 


others;or by &fening, pur the baſe offie of purelb3 errcer upon 

ſelves ; would bluſh to be diſcovered in their pro IK = the beſt 
way to avoid the diſcovery, is ax fitſt*ro\avoid* the #27 If I hear any 
thing by accident, that may benfirmEy I will, if Tean, rake only the 
good : but I will never lye in wairfor mine own abaſo; or for others 
that concern me not. Nor will I flare at every _ tongues puſſe, He 
has a poor ſpirit that is not planted? above perty F, nh injuries 
I would cither not hear, or not mind : Na La devs he told them, 
I would not know the Author: for by this may Cn ſelf,and ne- 
ver malice the perſon, | 


—— _— TO —— 
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LXXIX. 


( == there/is@ Fate that hutries Afen to his exd beyond his 
own intention. There is wncertainty in wiſdom, as well as in folly. 
When max plorteth to ſave himſelf, that plotting delivers him into bis 
ruine. Decrees are paſt upon us: "and our own wit often, hunts 
us into the ſpares, thar above all" thi Por What we 
ſuſpeF and would fl, we' caryiot t ' what we ſuſpetF nor, we fall jure, 


vation,' 4ndthey'/prove deſtroying mes. We rake "contles ro ruthe us, 
and ard airuturremdy yeh When death was pl 
her meiner chought x0: ſave biy ſelf, by afluming of her' MiPris is nine 
and. thac only was the ceaſe of her killing. Plorde tells Ge ooh 
Vidkdriann pr RR 2 an error inthe; How 


on dave, flyi _— ? phe on "the othet 
yo m—_ Wven in ar ee 
Fara'oulunt, bin 4 aneS-fer 2 


- P—_—_ 


— — 


- ww 


u_ Onc old chew that his fiend reproached Him privitehy. | 
= be, ae, but u not, for then he te #1 nnuch 1 pubtick.. | 
(ball all meer _ wexation enough, whichwe cannot 1void” Tt | 


farrow fo well, as ottr of his 4iſtretion, ro, | 


will but trouble. Why ſhonld ierntst be-aſhaniefto'ds that, bt | 
we (hall be aſhamed ro be taken im? Cercatnly,they thar fer fit [ergo |: 
em- 


| 


That which ſav'd-us nor; by and by hill us: We uſe medhs oh | 


'| 


— 


Of Fate, | |: 


"Aboeticn Fare lifts; a Goel popntns | 
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Some men in their ſleep are caſt into Fortunes lap : while others;with 

all cheir 5#d»ffry, cannor purchaſe one ſmile jrom her. How ſtrange a 
Reſene from the. ſackage of an Enemy. had that City, that by rhe Leaders | 
crying, Beck, beck, when he wanted room for the tetching of his blow, 
to break a; chin. that hinder'd him , was, by miſ-apprehending the 
word, put back in a violent flight? There is no doubt, but wiſh is 
berrer than Fell, as light is better than darkneſs, Yer, I ſee, faith Solo- 
moxy It happens to the wiſe and fool alike. It tell out to be part of Ai- 
thridates miſery, that he had made himſelf awwpeyſencble. All humanc 
| wiſdom is defeRive : otherwiſe ir might help us, againſt the fleſb and 
frorm. As it is, it is bur lefler folly , which preſerving ſometimes, fails 
as often. Greve direftions do not always proſper : nor docs the: Fools 
belt ever miſs. Domitian's reflefFive Galleries could not guard him 
from the skarfed arm. Nor did Tiras his freeneſs to the two. Parrician 
aſpirers, hart him ; For, his confidence was, That Fate gave Primees So- 
veraignty. Man is meerly the Ball of Tie; and is fometime taken 
from. the Plow to the Throze ; and ſometimes again from the! Throne 
to a we as if we could neither avoid being wretched, ot heppy, or 


Neon ſollicite poſſunt care 
Mmtare rats ſlamina fuſs. 
Quicquid patinmur- mortale genu, 
Quicquid facimus, wenit ex alte. 
Servatq; ſue decyeta. colis 
Lachehss, duri revolute mans : 
Omnia certo tramite vadunt ; 
Primuſq; dies dedit extremum. 
Our moſt thoughtful cares cannor 
Change cſtabliſht Fezes firm pl, 
All we ſuffer, all we prove, 
All we a& comes from above. 
Fates Decrees ſtill kcep their. courſe : 
All things ftridly.. by- their foras 
1 Wheel in undiſturbed ways ;: | «-- 
| Ends. are ſer in ourfirſt days, ! 4 7 wp nh en 
Whatſoever Mes thinks to do in contrariety; is.by GOD turned to 
be a help of haſtening the exd he hath appoi bias Ir was: not.in 
the Emperenrs power, to keep Aſclesarixe frgtn the Dogs, no, though ir 
| py 12mg him ; .and he cy himſelf rg croſs it We are govern'd 
a Power,that we cannot but obey;our -ynds are wrou ainſt our 
winds, ro alter us. Mar is his own Traitor, and A es: 
£ Whether this be Nature order'd and relinquiſht-; or whether it 
accidewtal , or the operating power of the Sfars:3'0r the eternal con- 
nexion of cauſes ; or theexecation of rhe will of Ged-; whether it takes 
away all freedem of will from Xen; or by what: meang we' are thus: 
wrought upon, I diſpute not. I woald not thinkany hifi, that ſhould 
derogare from the Majeſty of God, I know, there is a Providence order- 


_ig 
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RESOLVES. 


ing all things as it pleaſeth ; of which, Men is not able to render a 
reaſon. We may believe St. Ferome, Providentia Dei omnis gubernan- 
tar ; &, que putatur pans, Medicina. ef. But the ſecret progreſſions, 1 
confeſs, I know not. I ſee, there are both Arguments and ObjedFioms 
on every (ide. I hold ita kind of Mundane predeftination, writ uwyfuch 
Charafters, as it is not in the wit of 24x to read them. In vain we 
murmur at the things that muſt be : in vain we mourn for what we 
cannot remedy. Why ſhould we reve, when we meer with what we 


—— 


dull fupefattion. When we conſider but how little we know, we need 
not be diſturbed at a new everr. 

Regitur Fatis mortale genm, 

Nee fibi quiſpiam ſpendere poteff 

Firmum; & flabile : perq; caſit 

Vobvitur warios ſemper nobis 

eMetuenda dies. 

All Mankind is ruPd by Fate, 

No ' man can propoſe a ftate 

Firm and ſtable : various chance, 

Always rowling, doth advance 

That Something which we tear. 
Surely out of this, we may raiſe a Contentment Royal; as knowing we 
are always in the hands of a Noble Proteffor ; who never gives ill, but 
to him that has deſerved zl, Whatſoever betals me,I would ſubſcribe 
to, with a ſquared ſoul. It were a ſuper-inſepiated folly, to ſtruggle with 
a power, which I know is all in v4iz contended with, It a fair endea- 
vour may free me,l will praRtile ir, If that cannotlet me waitjit with a 
calmed mind. Whatſoever happens 4s a wonder; 1 will admire and 
magnifie, as the Act of a Power above my apprehenſion; Bu as it is an | 
alteration to Man, will never think it marvellous. I every day ſee him 
ſuffer more chawges, than is of himſelf to imagine. 

LXXX. 
Of Oftentation. 
\ JF Ain-glory, at beſt, is but like a window-Cuſbion, ſpecious with-. 
* out, and garniſhed with the rezded pendant; but wirhin,nothi 

but hey, or tow, or ſome ſuch traſh, not worth looking on. Where 
have found a flood in the #omgue , I have often found the heart empry. 
'Tis the hollow Inflrument that ſounds loud :-and where the heart is 
full, the tongue is ſeldom liberal. Corrainly, he that boafterh, it he be 
not iemorant, is inconfiderate ; and knows not the ſlides and caſwalties 
char on Har. It he had not an anworthy heart, he would: rather 
ſtay til the wor/d had found it,than ſo undecently be his own Prolecmtor.. 


If thou beeſt good, rhou mayſt be ſure rhe world will know thee fo. It 
thou beeſt bat,rhy bragging tongue will make thee worſe;while the'«t#;- 


tC ——————_— 
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look not for ? 'Tis our ign0r4xce that makes us wonder our ſelves to a |. 


ons of thy life confute thee. It thou " yer boaſt the good thou truly 


haſt, | 


121. 
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haſt, thou obſcureft much of thine own worth, in drawing of it up by | 
ſo unſecmly a Bucket,as thine own tongue. The honeſt men takes more 
pleaſure in k»owing himſelf honeſt, than in knowing that all the ' world 
approves him ſo. Yirtze is built upon her ſelf. Hhawiſbes are for Net- 
works ; better Contextures need not any other adaztions, Phociox call'd 
bragging Laoſthenes, The Cypreſs Tree ; which makes a fair ſhow, bur 
ſeldom bears any fruit. VVhy may he not be emblem'd by the cozemi 
Fig-tree, that our Savionr curs'd; *Tis he that is conſcious to himſelf | 
of anixmard defeft,which,by the brazen Bell of his rowgue,would make 
the world believe, that he had a Church within. Yet, foo/that he is 1] 
this is the way to make men think the coz#rary, if it were ſo. Oftenta- 
tion after, overthrows the Aion, which was good, and went before ; 
or at leaſt, it argues that good not done well. He, that does good for 
praiſe only, tails of the rightend., Agoed work ought to propound, He 
1s virtuous; thar is ſo for virtwe's fake. To do well, is as much ap- 
| frog as a good man labours for. VWhatſoever good work thy hand 
builds, is again pulF'd down by the folly of a beaſting tongue. T he bla- 
2zings of the proud will go out in a fench and ſmoke : Their braggings 
will convert to ſhame, Saint Gregory has it wittily : Sub hoſte quem | 
proſternit, moritur, qui de culpa quam ſuperat elevatur. He both loſeth 
the good he hath done,and hazardeth tor ſheme with men : For clouds 0! 
diſdain are commonly raiſed by the wind of Oftentation. He that re- 
members too much his own Y7#rtxes, teacheth others to object his 
Vices, Allare Enemies to aſſuming Man. When he would have more 
than his dxe, he ſeldom findeth ſo mw#ch. Whether it be out of jealox- | 
fie, that by promulgating his Yirtwes we vainly think i:e (hould rob us | 
of the worlds love ; or whether we take his exalting hirnſelf, to be our 
effrex ; or whether it be our exvy; or that we arc «7gr7, that he 
ſhould fo nndervalue goodneſs, as, deſpiiing her approbatzon,he ſhould 
ſeek the uncertain warrant of men:or whether it be an 1»ſtiatt initampt 
in ſay, to diilike them; *Tis certain, no man can endure the puffs of, 2 
ſwelling mind. Nay, though the vaunzs be true, they do but awaken 
ſeeffs : and in ſtead of a clapping hand, they find a check with {corn. 
When a Soulazer brag'd roo much of a great skay in his forehead, he 
was asked by Augnſtus, if he did nor get ir, when he looked back,as he 
fled? Certainly, when I hear 2 v4awx7:ng man, Iſhall think him like a 
Peece that is charged but with powder ; which neer hand gives a 
greater report, than that which hath a Buller in't. If I have done any | 
thing well, I will never think the wor/dis worth the telling of it. There 
is nothing added to efſertia/wirtze, by the hoarle clamor of the blan- | 
dering Rabble. If I have done-#// ; ro boaſt the contrary, I will think,is | 


. 


ike painting an-old face, to make it ſo much more »gly. 1t it be of any 


li 

| thing peſt, the wor{d will talk of it, though I be falext. If not,*tis more | 
NobÞ to negle& Fae, than ſeem.to beg it. If it be of ought ro come, I 
am fooliſh, for ſpeaking of that which I am not ſure ro perform. We 
diſgrace the work of Yirtze, when we go about any way to ſeduce 


voyees for her approbation. 
of 
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LXXXI. 
Of. Hope. 
: ] Vmer life hath not a a a. many times a greater 620924, 
. JL than Hope.” Tis the miſerable mans God, wnhich in the hardeſt gripe 
of calamity,never fails to yicld him beams of comfort.” Tis the preſwmpta- 
ous mans Devil,which leads him a while in a /-ooth way,and then makes 
him break- his xeck on the ſudden. Hope is to Man, as a bladder to 2 
learnins ſwimmer ; it keeps him from ſinking , in the boſom of the 
waves; and by that help it may attain the exerciſe : bur yet many times 
it makes him vcnter beyond his height, and then, if that breaks, or a 
form riſes, he drowns without recovery. How many would dye , did 
not Hope (uſtain them 2 How many have dy'd, by hoping too. much? 
This wonder we may find in Hope ; that ſhe is both a flatzerer, and a 
true friend. Like a valiant Captain, in a lofing Battel, it is ever 1ncou- 
Man ; and never leaves him, till they both exſpire together. 


ing Soul. Tis almoſt as the air, by which the 9wizd does live. There 
is one thing which may add to eur valwe of it ; that it is 4ppropriete 
wnto Man alone : For ſurely, Beaſts have not hope at all ; they are only 
capable of the preſent ; whereas Man, appiehending future things, 
hath this given him, for the ſuſtentation of his droopreg Soul. Who 
would live rounded with calamities, did not ſmiling Hope cheer him, 
with expe&ation of deliverance ? The common one is in Tibullie : 
am mala finiſſem Letho ; ſed credula vitam 
Spes fouet, & melins cras fore ſemper ait. 
Spes lit agricolas ;, ſpes ſulcis credit aratis 


| Hee laqueo wolucres, hec captat arundine piſces, 

Cum tenues hamos abdidit ante cibus, 
Spes etiam walida ſolatur compede vinttum ; 

Crurs ſonant ferro, ſed canit inter opus. 
Hope flatters Life, and ſays ſhee'l ſtill bequeath 
Better; elſe I had cur'd all ills by Death. 
She blythes the Farmer, docs his grain commit 
To Earth, which with large uſe replentieth it, 
She ſnares the Birds, and Fiſhes, as they glide, 
Strikes with ſmall hvoks, that cozning baits do hide : 
Shee- cheers the ſhackled Priſner, and whil's thigh 
Rings with his Chaiz, he works and ſings on high. 
There isno eſtate ſo miſerable, as to exclude b pt 3 Impriſon, 
vex, fright, torture, (ew death with his horrideſt brow ; yet Hype 
will dart in her reviving rays, wy a7" illumne and exhilarate, inthe 
tumonr, in the ſwell of theſe. Nor dBes ſhe more friend us with her 
gentle ſbine,than ſhe often fools us with her ſleek delwſfions. She dandles 
us into killing flames, ſings us into pay ak and, like anJover-hiaſty 


Semina, que magno fanore reddat ager. | 


ragin 
Whi e breath pants inthe dying body, there is Hope fleetiug in the wa- | 


| 


(hirurgeon, $kinneth daxgers, that arc full, and fowl within. She cozens 
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the Thief of the Ceci he ſteals: and cheats the Gameſter more than 
even the falſe/f Dye. It abuſerh wnjverſal aan, from him that ſtops 
to the /ome wall, upon the naked Common, to the Monarch in his por- 
pled Throze. It undoes the melting Prodigal; it delivers the Ampbiti- 
99 to the edged Axe , and the raſh Souldier to the (hatterings of the 
fired Vomit. Whatſoever good we fee, it tells us we may obtain it ; 
and in a little time, rumble our ſelves in the Dow of our wiſhes : bur 
it often performs like Domitiar, promiting all, with zothing. *Tis (in- 
deed) the Rarrle,which Nature did provide; toſtil] the froward crying 
of the fond child Man. Our Life is but a Ran after the drag of ſome- 
thing that doth itch our ſeaſes : which when we have hunted home, 
we find a veer delufion. Ve think we ſerve for Rachel,bur are deceiv'd 
with blear d-eye Leah. Facob is as Man, Laban is the churliſh, envious, 
ungrateJul world : Leah is the pleaſure it pays us with, blemiſhr in that 
| which is the fe of beauty, periihr even in the Eye; emblem'd too by 
the ſex of frailty, omen. We ſec a Box,wherein we believe a Pardew ; 
ſo we are merry in the brink of Death. While we are dancivg, the 
Trapdoor falls under us, and Hope makes ns jocora, till the ladder turns, 
and then it is too late to care. Certainly, it requires agreat deal of 
judgment to balence our hopes even, He that hopes for nothing , will 
never attain to xy thing. This good comes of over-hoping, that it 
ſweetens our Paſſage thorow the World, and ſometimes Ci cts us to 
work, as it produces great ations, though not always pat to our ends, 
But then again,he that hopes #00 wwch,ſhall cozen himſelf ar laſt; cſpe- 


| cially,if his 7zd#/try goes not along to fertile it. For,hope without atF5- 
on is a barren under, The beſt is to hope for things poſſible, and proba- 
ble. If we can take her comforts,without cransterring her our confidence, 
we (hall =_ find her a ſweet companion. I will be content my Hope 


ſhould 7ravail beyond Reaſon ; bat I would not have her baild there, 
So by this, I (ball reap the benefit of her preſet ſervice, yer prevent 
[ the Treaſon ſhe might beguil me with. 


EY LXXXI11. 


That Sufferance cauſeth Love. 


N Noble Natures, I never found it fail, bat that choſe who ſuffered 
for thema; they ever lord zntirely. *Tis a Fuſtice living in the Sol, 
ro indear thoſe that have ſmarted for our ſakes. Nothing ſurer tyes a 
friend, than freely to ſubhwmerate the barthen which was his. He is 
unworthy ro be treed a ſecond time, that does not pay both affet#ep, 
and rhayks, ro him that hath under-gone a miſchief,due to himlelf. He 
hath in a ſort made a purchaſe of thy life, by ſaving it : and though he} 
doth forbear to call for it, yet I kgJieve,upon the like,thou owelt him. 
Sure, Neture,being an Enemy to All Injuſlic, {ince ſhe cannot recal- a 
| thing done, labours ſome other way, to recompenſe the paſſed injury. 
Tt was Darixs his confeſſion, that he had rather have one whole Zopy- 
ra, than ten ſuch Babylons as his mangling wan. Yolanmmius mo | 
needs 
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needs have dy'd upon Lucullws corps,. bectuſe he was the caule of his 
undertaking the wer. And Achilles did alter his purpoſe of tefraining 
the Grecian Camp, to revenge Patrochus his death, when he heard that 
he was ſlain in-his borrowed Armory. Sure, there is a ſympathy of ſouls; 
and they are ſubrilly mixed by the Spirits of rhe 4x ; which makes| 
chem ſenfible of one anothers ſafſeraxces. I know yor by what hidden |: 
way ; bur I find thax ove increaſeth by adverſity. Ovid confeſſes it : 
Adver ſo tempore crevit Amor : 
Love heightens by depreſſion. 
We often find in Princes, that they love their Favonrites, for being| 
skreens, that take the envy of the People ; which elſe would light | 
on them : and weſhall ſee this ove appear moſt, when the People be- 
gin to life at chem : as if they were then ty'd to that out of Tobi and | 
Gratizzale, which before was but matter of favour, and in the way of | 
courteſie. To make rwo friends intire,” we need bat plot, tomake one | 
ſuffer tor the others ſake. For this is always in a worthy mind; it | 
grieves more at the trouble of a frdend, than it can do for it (elf, Men 

often know in themſelves how to manage it, how to entertainit : in 
another rhey are uncertain how ir may work. This fear troubles /ovy, | 
and ſends it to #& neerer ſearch, and pity. All creatures ſhew 2 thenk- | 
futneſs to thoſe that have befriended them. The Zyor, the Dogg, the 
Storkin kindneſſes are all returners : Whole Nature leans to, mutual| 
requitals,, and to pay with numerous ſe, the favours of a free affe(7i-| 
on. And if we owe a Retribution for unpainful Courteſies, how much | 
{ſhould we reflew, when they come arrayed in ſufferings? Though it 
be not to our ſelves @ benefir of the lirgeft profit ; yet it is to them a 
ſervice of the greareff paiws : and it is 2 great deal more Hopoy to re- 
conrpenſe after their 4, than our Recezpt. In Courrefies, "tis the moſt 
Noble, when we receive CONTI others, to prize them after the 
Authors intention, it they be $ bur after their efe#, if rhey be' 
reat ; 2nd when we offer them'to others, to value thei leſs, good, 
ut as $99" proves them to the Recervey. Certainly, though rhe 
world hath nothing worth /oving;/ bur an honeſt may * yet this. would 
make one love the 9exthat is wile, 'In this coſe 1 cannot excmye the il 
one out of my «ffetFion :- bur I will rather wiſh he may ſtill be free, 
than Lin beads to lewdweſs. Nor will L, if my i{#dsftriaws care may yoid 
it, ever let any indure a formext for me ; becaule it is a courte- 
fie, which I know- not bow to requ/ze. So'till 1 meet with the 
like oppoyramity, I muſt reſt in his debr, for his paſfor. It is nor Lars 
to receive favours, in ſuch 8 tature; as we Gahnot render them. Thoſe, 


bonds are eyved tyes, which make man ever ſabjet? to deb/, without. 2 
power to cancel them. 5 ty 6 + 
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LXXXIIL K's 2 
That Policy and Friendſhip are ſearce compatible. _ 


| S Policy is taken in the gexeral, we hold it but a kind of crafty 
A wiſdom, which boweth every thing to a ſe/f-profit. And therefore 
a Politx1ax is one of the worlt ſort3 of men, to make a friend on.” Give 
me one, that is virtuouſly wz/e, not cunningly hia, and twined to him- 
ſelf. Policy in friendſhip, is like Zogick in truth.: ſomething roo ſwbril 
for the plaznneſs of of diſcloſing hearts. And whereas this works ever 
for appropriate ends ; Love ever takes a partner into the Benefit. Doubr- 
leſs, though there be that are ſure, and ſtraight to their friexd : yer in 
general, he is reckon'd, but a kind of poſtpoſitrums : or an Heir that mult 
not claim till after. Ve have found our an Adage., which doubles 
our love to our ſelves : bur withal, it robs our Neighbour. Proximm: 
ipſe mihi, is urged to the ruine of friendſbip. They.thar love themſelves 
over-much, have ſeldom any expreſſive goodneſs. .And indeed, iris a 
quality thar fights againft the zw:ſt of friewdſbip. For what love joyns, 
this divides, and diſtanceth. Scipi9 would net believe it was ever the 
ſpeech of a wiſe war, which wills us, ſo to love, as if we were to hate 
immediately. The truth of afet#i9 projefterh perphuity. And'thar 
leve which can preſently leave, was never well begun. He that will not 
in a ##7e of need, halve it with a ftreightned friend does but wſarp the 
name, and injure it. Nor 1s he more.to be regarded, that will kick art | 
every fail of his friend : A friend invited Alcibiades to fupper i He re- 
faſed : butin che middle of their wed, he ruſhes-in-with his ſervants, 
and commands them to catch up the;zze, avg'icarry it home to his 
houſe: they did it, yet ha/f they left pehind... The Gueſts complained 
of this #ncivil violence : but his, friend with this mild feech, excuſed 
him, ſaying : He did cogrteouſly ro take bur half, when all was at his 
ſervice. Yet in theſe /enities 1 contels Politicgans are molt. _ 
There are that will do as Fabis ſaid of- Syphix, keep correſpondency 
in ſmall matters, that they may be truſted, and deceive ingreacer z1 and 
of grave conſequence. Bur theſe; are.ro be band the. LeaguerThe 
politick heart is too full of cranks and angles, forthe diſcovery 26k a 
plain familiar. It is uncertain finding of him, tharuſeth-oftenta bot 
his habit«tion : and ſoit is a hearz, that hath degvices; -andinverſtons 


| 


for it ſe{falone. Things that differ in their end,will ſurely patr-in-their 
way. . And ſuch are theſe'two: The exd of Policy, i5-to thake amans 
rf eat. The exd.of hve, is to advance another, (ho? >-rrang> the | 

a 


A 


verſe withal , let me rather meet. with a ſound. affeddion;i 
crafty brain. One tnay fail me by a ident, burthe other wilhdodt our. 
of fore-intenr. And then there is nothing more dgugerow,thamfiudicd| 
adulation , eſpecially, where it knows *tis truſted, The ſoundeſt affe-! 

ion, is like to be between thoſe, where there cannot be expectation! 
of finiſter ends. Therefore have your Poets feigned , the entireſt 


love, _—_ humble Shepheards : where wealth and honowr have had 
no ſway in their #njons. 
Of. 
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ſoul. There is bur one thing which di/ftingwiſbeth Beaſt and Max ;, Rea- 
ſox. And this it robs him of : Nay,it goes further, even to the ſubverr- 
ing of Natures inſtitution. The chow 


LXXXIV. | 
Of Drunkenneſs. 


Q Aid Muſems, The reward of Virtue, is perpetual Drunkewneſs. But he 
\_) meant it, of celeſtial exhilaration : and Turely ſo, the good man is 
full of gladding vivification, which the world does never reach unto. 
The other drazkenneſs, ariſing from the Grape, is the floating of the 
ſternleſs ſenſes in a ſea, and is as great a Hyara, as ever was the multi- 
tude. That diſpoſitions differ, as much as faces, Drishk is the cleareſt 
prover, The Capis the betrayer of the wx, and does diſapparrel che 


fs of the heart, which God hath 
ſecluded from the very Devil, and Spirits, by this do ſuffer a ſearch, 
and denndation. Quod in corde _— » in lingas ebrii. He that would 
Anatomize the Soul, may do it beſt, when Fine has numm'd the ſexſes. 
Certginly, for confeſſion, there is no ſuch rack as #ine; nor could the 
Devil ever find a cunninger bazt to angle both for aFs, and meaning : 
Even the moſt benighred copi#atioxs of the ſoul, in this floud, do tumble 
from the ſwelled towgue ; yer madly we pwrſue this Yice, as the kindler 
both of wit and mirth. Alas ! it is the blemiſb of onr times, that men 
are of ſuch ſlow conceit, as they are not compaxy one for another, with- 
out exceſhve drewghts to quicken them. And ſurely *tis irom this 
berrenneſs, that the inopertinencies of drink, and ſmoak, were firſt tane 
in at aveerings. It were an excellent way, for men of quality, to corn- 
vert this wedneſs, to the diſcuſſion and practice of Arts, cither Military 
or Civil. Their places of reſort might be ſo fitted witn #»/framents, as 
they might be like Academies of inſtruction, and proficiency. And theſe 
they might ſweeten, with the adding of 2/leſive games. Whar ſeveral 
Plays and Exerciſes had their continual uſe with the flouriſhing &o- 
mans ? was there not their iq ms Circenſes, Scenici, Ludicrs, and 
the like > all which, were as Schools to their Tonth, of Virtue, Attoue- 
neſs, or Magnemmity : and how quickly, and how eagerly, were their 
Bacchanalia baniſbed, as the teachers only of deteſted vice Indeed 
Drunke neſs belots a Nation,and beſtiates cven the braveſt pirits. There 
is nothing which a man that is ſoked in drink is fit for,no not for ſleep. 
When the ſword and fire rages,'tis but vax warring againſt max: when 
Drunkenneſs reigns, the Devil is at war with man, and the Epotations 
of dumb liquor damn him. Macedonian Philip would not war againft 
the Perſizzs,when he heard they were ſuch Drinkers : For he ſaid,they 
would ruine alone. Doubrtleſs, though rhe Soul of a Drunkard ſhould 


him to a penitence and difeeſſion, When like an impoyſoned bulk, all 
his powers mutiny in his diſtended 5s&ix, no queſtion bur he muſt be 
pained, till they come again to ſerhing. What a Monſter Man is,in his 
Inchriations! a ſwimming eye, a Face both roaſt and ſod, a temulentive 
Toxgne, clammed to the roof and gums ; 4 drumming Ear, a feavoured 
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be ſo drowned, as to be z»ſenſate ; yer his Body, me thinks,ſheuly irk| 


127 | 


REG Cs body y' 


RESOLVES. 


body ; a beyling Stomach ; a Month naſty with efenfove fumes , till it 
ſicken the Brain with giddy verminations , a palfied hand, and legs tor- 
rering up and down their w9yſtened burthen, And whereas we eat our 
diſhes (everal, becaule their mixture would loath the zaſte, the eye; and 
ſmell ; this,when they arc half made excrement, reverts them, maſhed 
in an odious vorir. And very probable *ris, that this was the poyſor, 
which kill'd the valiant Alexauder. Proteas gave him a quaffſe of two 
galloxs, which ſer him into a diſeaſe he dyed of, "Tis an ancient Vice ; 
and Temperance is rare. - Cato us'd to ſay of Ceſer, that He alone came 
ſober, to the overthrow of the ſlate. But you ſhall ſcarce find a man 
much addicted to drizk, thar it ruin'd not. Either it dotes him into 
che ſnares of his Enemies, or over-bears his Nature, to, a final finking. 
Yet there be, whoſe delights are only to 74n7 ix : and perhaps, as Bo- 
neſws, they never Rirain their bladder for't. Bur ſurely, ſame il] fate 
attends them for conſuming of rhe Countries fat. That ris. practis'd 
moſt of the” meaheſt people, proves it for the beſer vice. 1 knew a 
Gentlemaz: that followed a Neble Lady, in this Kingdom, who would 
often complain; that the greateſt inconvenience he found in Service 
was, his being urged to drizk. And the better he is, the more he ſhall 
find ir. Theeyes of many arc upon the Eminext : and Servants, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of the ordinary Rgnk, are often of ſo mean breeding,. as 
they are ignorant of any other entertainment. We may obſerve,itever 
takes footing firſt in the moſt Barbarows Nations. The Scythians were 
ſuch lovers of it, as it zgrew into their »ame: and unleſs it were 
one Anacharfis , how barren were they both of wit and manners ? 
The Greciazs,l confeſs,had it ; but when they fell ro this,they mighti- 
ly decayed in brain. The 1taliars and Spaniards,which I rake to be the 
moſt cxvilized, I find not tainted with this por, And though the Hea- 
thex (in many places) Templed and adorcd this drunken.God ; yer one 
would take their «ſcriptions to him, to be matrer of diſbonexr, and: 
mocks : As his troup of furied women : his Chariot drawn with the Linx 
and Tyger: And the Beaſts ſacred to him,were only the Goar and Swine. 
And ſuch they all prove, that frequently honour him with exceſſive 
draughts. 1 like a Cap, to brisk the ſpirits, but continuence dulls them. 
Itis leſs labour to plow, than to pot it : and urged Healths doinhni.cl 
add to the trouble. I will never drink but Zibertzes, nor ever thoſe q 
long, as that Lloſe mine own. | 
Horace reads itthus : — Nom ego te,candideiBaſſareh ! 
Invitum quatiam ; nec variu obſita frondibus 
Sub divum tapiam. Seva tene Berecynthio 
| Cornu tympans; que ſubſequitur cacus amor ſui, 
Et tollens vacuum, plus nimio, gloria werticem, 
' Arcaniq, fides prodiga, perluciator witro, 

Dear Bacchus, le not heave | 
The ſhak'd Cup *gainſt my ffomack : nor yet reave 
Opc* arbor'd ſecrets. Let thy Tymbrels fierce, 
And Phrygian Hern be mute : blind ſe/f-loves curſe, 


Braves 


Cn re EY 


RESOLVES \ 


129 


Braves without brain; Faith's cloſetings, alas ? 

Do follow thee, as it but cloath'd with Gleſs. 

Let me rather be diſliked for not being a Beaſt, than be good-fellowed 
with a bogs for being one. Some /augh at me for being ſober : and 1 
laugh at them for being drank. Ler their pleaſures crown them, and 
their 257th abound : the next day they will tick in 926d. Bibite, & per- 
gracamini, © Cimmerii ! Ebrietatem, ſtupor, dolor imbecillit as, morbis,C 
mors ipſa comtantar. 


| — Ps 


LXXXV. 
Of Marriage, and ſingle life. 


Po Sexes made bur Xfex. So that Marriage periects Creation. 
When the Hwbaxd and the wife are together, the World is con- 
tracted ina Bed ; and withour this, like the Head and Body parted , ci- 
ther would conſume, without a poſſibility of reviving. And though 
we fihd many Enemies to the nanie of Marriage ; yet 'tis rarc tofind an 
Enemy to the «ſe ot, Surely he was made swperfe?, that is not tend- 
ing to propeg ation. Nature, in her true Work, never made any thing in 
vain. He that is perfef#,and marrics not,may in ſome ſort be (aid to be 
uilty of a comtermps againſt Natere;as dildaining to make uſe of her ex- 

ments. Nor is that which the T#rks hold without ſome colour of 
Reaſon: They ſay,He that marries not at a fitting time(which they hold 
is about the age offive and twenty years) 1s not juſt, nor pleaſcth God. 


companyed with ſuch i#coxveniences as we ee enſue. 1 cannot think 
Godis pleaſed with that,which crofleth his ſirſt Ordznation,and the car- 
rent of Nature. And in themſelves, it is a harder matter to root out an 
inſeparable ſway of Natare;than they are aware of. The beſt chaſtity of 
all,l hold to be Matrimonial chaſtity : when Pairs keep themſelves in 4 
moderate intermmwraaineſs, each conſtant to theSther : for till it rend- 
eth ro «wie, and continuance of the world in peſterity. And *ris fit 
even in nature and Pohis3,rhat this propriety ſhould be inviolable : Firſt, 
in reſpe& of the impureneſs of awxe poſterity. Next, in reſpeR of peace 
and concord among Men. If many Mew ſhould be interefled in one #0- 


point, as when marches happen ill, there is no means of Remedy. But 
ucely,if liberty of change were granted,all would grow to confuſion : 
and ir would open a gap to many miſchiefs, ariſing out of humour on- 
ly, which now by this neceſlity are dzgefted, and made firaight again. 
[Thoſe I obſerve to agree beſt, which: are of free natwres,not ſubject ro 
[che firs of cboter. Their freedom (huts our Fraloufie,which is the canker 
of wedlaky and withal,c ir dividerh both joy and ſorrow. And when 
hearts alike diſcloſe, they ever link in love. Nay, whereas ſmall and 
domeſtick Jars more fret marriages, than great ones and publick ; theſe 


I believe it is from hence, that the Yow of Chaſtity is many times ac-| 


43, it:cauld not be, bur there would infinite Fers ariſe. Some have | 
complained of Chriftien Religion, in that it tyes men ſo ſtrifly in this |: 


ewo will rake them away. Freedom reve - chem,rhat rhey ranckle not 
| 2 LO 
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the Heart to a ſecret loathing ;and mildneſs hears them, without Anger, | 


or bitter words : fo they cloſe again atter diſcuſſion, many times in a 
ftraighter Tye. Poverty in wedlock, 1s a great decayer of /ove and con- | 
tentation ; and Riches can find many ways, to divert an izcomvenience: | 
| but the 2n#zd of a May is all. Some can be ſervite, and tall to thoſe /- 
bexrs which another cannot ſtuop to. Above all, let the generous mind 
beware of marrying poor : for though he cares the leaſt tor wealth, yer | 
he will be moſt called with the went of it. Self- concerted: people never | 
agree well together : they arc wiltu] in their brawls, and Reaſon can-, 
not reconcile them. Where either are only opinionately wiſe, Hell is 
there, unleſs the other be a Patiext meerly. Bur the worſt is, when it 
lights on the omar : ſhe will.think to rele, becanſe ſhe hath the ſ#b- 
| oiler brain : and the Man will look for't, as the priviledge- of his ſex. 
Then certainly, there will be 2zad work, wheri wit is at war with Pre- 
rogatiue. Yet again, where Aarriages prove unfortunate, 'a omen 
with a bad Husband, is much worſe, than a Mas with a bad wife: Men 
have much more freedom, to court their Content abroad; [There are, 
that account women only as ſeed-plots for poſicrity:: 'orhers worſe, 'x$ 
| only quezch tor their fires. Bug lurely there is much more it them, if 
they be diſcreet and good. They are women but in body alone. -Queſti- 
onleſs, a woman with a wiſe foul, is the fitteſt. Companion for min : 
otherwiſe God would have given him a #rievd:rather than-3\'wife. A 
wiſe wife comprehends both ſexes: (he'is womaz for het body, and ſhe 
is waz Within : for her ſoul is like her Hwbands, It is the Crown of 
bleſſings, when in one, woman a mar findeth both a wife and a Friend. 
Single life cannot have this happineſs ; though in ome minds it hath 
many it prefers before ir. This hath tewer Cares, and more Lopgings : 
but 2warriage hath, fewer Zyrgings, and more:Cares. And*as 1 think 
Care in marriage may be commendable ; {o þ think. Defire in ſingle life, 
is not 21 evil of ſo high a bound, as ſome men«would make(it. Tt 15's 
thing that accompanies Nazure,and Mar cannotaverd tribbme things | 
there are, that,Conſcience i general Marx condemns, without's Literal 
Law :. as Injuſtice, Blaſphemy, Lying, and the, likes [Buvrs:curb and! 
quite beat downthe defires of the fleſh, is & work'of | Reljpwol; "rather 
than of Nature. And theretore lays Saint Raub, 1 has mori hnown Lnift to 
have been a ſin, if the Law had not ſaid, Thos ſhalt mit: Luſt. Votive th- 
ftinence, ſome cold conſtitutions may endure with s great deal of vexe- 
tows penitence. Tolive chaſte without vowing, I like a great deal'ber- 
ter : nor ſhall we find the Dype/ſo buſie to tempr-us to a ſitigle fin of 
wechaſtity ; as he will, whenic.is a. fav of wrchaftityand- perfiiry' coo. 
I find it commended, but not 4mpeſed. - And: when Feptha's Daughter | 
dyed, they mourned , for thatſhe dy'de a;Maid. The Greciars, the 
Romans did, and the Spaniards at.this day do'(inhonour of marriage) 
priviledge the wedged. And though the Remnghad their Feels, my 


afrerthcir thirty years continuance the cruclty.of amforced chaſtity wi 


not in force againit them. Sizgle {ife I will kke:in ſome; whoſe niint 
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can ſuffer continency : but ſhould «kl live thus, ahundred/Fears Go 
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jmake the #orld a Deſert. And this alone may excuſe me,though I like 
of marriage better. One tends to rw#ne, the other to increaſing of the 
glory of the world, in multitudes. 


LXXXVI. 
| Of Charity. 


Herity is communicated goodneſs : and without this, ſas is no 
other than a Beaſt, preying for himſelf alone. Certainly,there are 
more men live upon Charity, than there are, that do ſubfift of rhem- 
ſelves. The world, which is chaiz'd together by intermingled love, | 
would all ſhatter, and fall to pieces, if Charity ſhould chance to je. 
There are ſome ſecrets in it, which ſeem to give it the chair from all 
the reſt of virtues. With Knowledge,with YValewr,with Modeſty, and ſo 
with other particular Yirt#es, a man may be il with ſome'contrarying 
vice : But with Charity we cannot be ill at all. Hence, I rake ir, is that 
laying in Timothy ; The end, or conſummation of the Law is love out of 4 
pure heart. Habere omnia Sacramenta,& malms eſſe poteſt : habere autens 
Charitatem, & malus eſſe non poteſt, (aid Saint Auguſtine of 01d, Next, 
whereas other virtues are reftriffive, and looking to a mans ſelf : This 
takes all the world for it's objed# : and nothing that harh ſexſe, bur is 
berter for this Diſplayer. There be among the fehometans, that are 
ſotaken with this beaw#y, that they will with a price redeem ixcaged 
Birds, to reſtore them to the liberty of their plumed wing. And they 
will oftentimes, with coſt feed\fiſbes in the treaming water. Bur their 
opinion,of deſerving by.it, makes it asa Superſtitions folly : and in 1a- 
terials, they are nothing, ſo zealous. Indeed ; nothing makes us more 
like to God,than Charity. As all things are filled with his geodreſs,lo the 
Univerſal is partaker of the good mans ſpreading love. Nay, it is that 
which gives ite to all the Race of other Yirtzes. Ir is that which makes 
chem to appear in A#. wiſdom and Science are worth nothing, un- 
leſs they be diſtributive, and declare themſelves to the world. wealth 
in a Myers hand is.wſeleſs, as a lockt-up Treaſure. 'Tis Charity only, 
that maketh Riches worth the owning. We may obſerve, when chars- 
table men have ruled, the world hath flouriſhed, and enjoyed the bleſ- | 
ſings of Peace and Proſperity ; the times have been more pleaſant and 
ſmooth : nor have any Princes fate more ſecure orfirm in their Thrones, 
than thoſe that have been clement and benign : as Titms, Trajane, Au- 
tonine, and others. And we may obſerve again, how ragged, and how | 
full of bracks thoſe times have becn wherein crne/ ones have had a pow- 
er. Cicero ſays of Sylla's time, —— Nemo illo invite, nec bona, nec patri- 
am, nec vitam retinere potuerat. And when the Senate in Council was 
frighred ar the cry of ſeven thouſand Rowers, which he had ſent to ex- 
ecution at once, he bids them mind their buſineſs, for it was only a | 
tew. Seditiaries, that he had commanded to be ſlain. No queſtion bur 
there are,/ which delight to ſce a Rowe in flames, and like a Rewiſbr | 
Trey,, mocking the abſent day with earthly fires, that can linger Aden to | 
-_ I'S - martyrdom, | 
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martyrdom, and make them dye by piecemeal. Tijberima told one that | 
petitioned to be quickly kid , that he was not yet his friewd, And /4- 
ellizs would needs ſee the Scrivener dye in his preſexce, for he ſaid he 
would feed his eycs.But I wonder,whence theſe men have their avinds. | 
God, nor ep, nor Nature ever made them thus. Sure, they borrow | 
| it from the Wilderneſs, from the imboaſted Sewage , and trom tor- 
menting ſpirits. Vhen the Zegge will neither bear the Body, nor rhe 
ſtomach diſperſe his receir, nor the hand be ſerviceable to the _— 
Head, the Whole muſt certainly lengwiſh, and dye; Son the body 
the world, when Members are ſullen'd, and ſnarl oxe-at another,.down 
falls the freme of all. 
Quod munde, flabilt fide, 4 
Concordes wvariat wices : 
Qu0d pugnantia ſemins 
Fedus perpetuwm tencent : 
 Quod Phebus roſeum diem, 
Carrn provehis aureo. 
Ut quas duxerit Heſpers, 
phebe noctibus imperet : 
Ut fiuttis avidum mare 
Certo fine coerceat, 
Ne terris liceat vagss. .. 
Latos tendere termings-: 
Hance Rerum ſeriem ligat 
(Terras as Pelagna regens, 
Et Calo mmperitans) Amor. 7 
That the wor/d in conſtant: force, ;i 
. Varies his concordant courſe : ( - 
Thar ſeeds jarring hot and cold, 
Do the breed perpetual hold : 
That the S»xs in's golden Car, 
Does the Rofie Day ſtill rere. " 
That the A4von {ways all thoſe lights; 
 Heſper uſhers to dark mghts. 
That alternate Tydes be found, - 
Seas high-prided waves to bound ; 
Left his fluid waters Mace, 
Creek broad Earths invallied face. 
' All the Fremeof things that be, 
Love (which rules Heaven, Land, and Sea) 
Chains, keeps, orders, as you ſee, -* Lo 
Thus Boetias. The world contains nothing, bur there is ſore Hwali-; 
ty in it, which bexefits ſome other cyeatares. The Air yields Fowls ; 
the ater Fiſb , the Earth Fruit. Andall theſe yield ſomething from 
themſelves, for the uſe and behalf, not only of Mas, but of exchorher. 
Surely, he that is 7;2h7, muſt not think his charity ro one in need; aconr-: 
fefie ; bur a debr, which Natere at his firſt being, beawd him to'pay. T 
__would'; 


—_— —_ 4. AMES 
-_- 


| 


| wey all his Foyage, in hisClazer Grave: Natures are the 


_Y" 


RESOLVES wn! 


would not warey a ſtrange ground, to leave my own in dronght : yer I 
think to every thing that hach ſexe, there is a kind of pity owing. Solo- 
mons good man, is merciful to his Beaſt: nor take I-this to be only zx- 
rentronal ; but expreſſive. God may reſpeRtthe mind, and will ; bur 
man is nothing better for my meaning alone. Ler my mind be charita- 
ble, that God may accept me. Let my ations expreſs,it, that mar may 
be benefited. 4i:ty I 
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LXXX Vi. 
Of. Trayall. 


A Speech which often came from Alexander was ; that he had di(- 
covered more with his eye, than other K#zgs. did:comprehend. in 
their ;howghts. And this he ſpake of his 77awai/. Far indeed, men can 
bur gueſs arplaeces by relation only... Theze-is no like the view. of 


a man mote; than any deſcription can.” Some would nor; allow a,man, 
to move from the ſhell of his own Conntxx, And (laudian, mentions. it 
as 2 heppineſs, for birthylife, and burial, tobe all in a:Rariſh. - Bus ſure-. 


like a Corporation to a King dom: a man-may live in't like an unbred, mer; 
world, One thatis learned, honeſt, and travail'c,is thebeſt camprarac 
»4n; and fo cerretisthe Vice of one Country, with the Virtues, 08 ang- 
ther, that like Mirhridate, he grows a perfe mixtwreard.an Antiagte. 
Italy, England, France and Spain are as the Court ot the World; Germany, 
Denmark; and China,are as the City. The reſt are m6ſtof rhem Country, 
and Barbariſm: who hath not ſeen rhe beſt of theſe, is a little lame in 
knowledge, Yer I think it not fit , cthar'every man«fhould travah Hh 
makes a wife 227+ better, anda Foo! worſe, This gains nothing but the 
goy fights, vices, exotick geſtures, and-the Jpery of a Country, A Tra- 
wailing fool is the ſhame of all Nations. Heſbemes his ewn,by his week- 
neſs abroad : He ſhames others, by bringing home their folzes alone. 
They only blab abroad domeſtick wicer;and import them that Kt 


marine, Thats man may better himſelf by Trav, he qught rd 0 
ſerve, anidcomment :/ noting as well at v6 3ypid it ;- 45. rakilg 
the good,! inco uſe. And without Reg:fbring theſe 4 | 

they will flide away «aprofitatly.,A man would not 

the Charatterizing of a thought in Paphrs tafbens it), - Life 
net, has 2 large ſenſe. He,thatdoes this,mpdy; When-ye. 


Br ofiignts 
by Travail: they are not ſaapt to take:2:Sef ;:apd rheygbjerys rda 
bur tchen"they mult pur on an outward freedom, with: an , 


He that' ſearcherh forain Nations, is. becoming a: Gem lean. of the | 


| 
| 


£ 


the Comrtry. Experience is beſt Informer; And one Journey. will ſhew,| | 


NY, Tr ava) fulleth the Man: he hath &v/d' but lok'd vg in 3 harger:| 
Cheſt, which hath never ſeen bur one Zand.A Kingdom to the world, is. | 
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ſeemingly careleſs. It were anexcellentthingin a' $/4#*38Q-RRYS {aha 
felet numbet of Tovth,of the Nobility and: Gentry; 3ng{YEWS gf 
maturity, ſend them 2broadt for Edavations Their P4FFREf FOPIA! gf 
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berter diſpoſe of them,than in dedicating them to the Republick. They | 
themſelves could not be in a fairer way of preferment : and no quelti- 
on but they might prove mightily ſerviceable to tne State, at home ; 
when they ſhall return well verſed in the world , languaged and well 
read in men ; which for Policy, and Negotiation is much better than 
any Book-learning, though never ſo deep,and knowing. Bcing abroad, 
the beſt is to converſe with the beſt, and nor to chuſc by the eye, bur by 
Fame. For the Srate,inſtruction is to be had at the (onrt; For Traffick, 
among Merchants. Fot Religions Kites, the Clergie ; tor Government, 
che Zawyers ; and fer the Country, and rural knowledge, the Boors, and| 
Peaſantry can beſt help you. All Rarities are to be ſeen, eſpecially} 
Antiquities ; for thefe ibew us the iagexwty of elder times in AF : and 
are In one hoth exemple, and precept. By theſe, comparing them with 
with modern Invention, we may ſee how the world thrives in ability, 
and brain. But above all, ſec rare mer. There is no wonument, like a 
worthy waz alive. .We ſhall be ſure to find ſomething in him, to kin- 
dle our ſpirits, and inlarge our winds with a worthy emulgtion of his 
virtues. Parts of extraordinary zote cannot fo lic hid,burt that they will 
ſhine forth through the tongue, and behaviour, to the inlightning of the 
raviſÞd beholder. And becauſe there is leſs in this, to take, the ſenſe of; 
thefeze, and things are more readily from a- living pattern ; the Seat}. 
ſhall more eaſily draw in his :excellencies , and improve. is ſelf with | 
reater profit. But'unleſs a man has jsdement to order theſe aright, in 
inſelf ar his returm, all is in vaiz, and loſt labour. Some men, by. 
Travel will be changed innothing : and ſome again , will rhange roo 
mnch. Indeed, the moral outſide, whereſoever we be, may feem. beſt, 
when ſomething fitted to the Nation we are in-; bur whereſoever 1 
ſhould go, or ſtay, I would ever keep my God, and Friends unchange- 
ably. Howſoere he returns, he wakes an il Yoyage, that changerh his |' 
Faith with his Tongue and Garments. | 
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LXXXVIII. 
Of. Muſick. 


| m Togenes ſpake right of Muſick, when he told one that bragg'd of 
tis skill; that, wiſdom govern'd Cities; 'but with: Sowegs , and | 


Meaſures,a houſe would not be order'd well. er is more for 


| pleaſure, than any profit of 94x. Being bur a ſolndzir only works on the | 
| 25nd tor the preſent ; and leaves it not reclaimed,but rapt for a whilc : 
| and.then it rerurns, forgetting oly ear-deep warbles. It is but wanton'd 
| 4#3and the T5 Hlation of that ſpirited Element. We may ſee; this, in 
{ that*cis'only infhollowed /»ſtrumenrs,which gather in the ſtirred Air, 
1 and'ſo cauſe aſoxnd in the Adorion. The advantage it gains upon: the 
| 225124, is in'reſpe&of the nearneſsithath to the ſpirits compoſure,wiich 
being eAfZthereal, and harmoniows nwſt needs delight in that which is 
like them. Befides, when the ar is thus moved, it comes by degrees 
to the ear by Whoſe windixg entrance ; itis: made more pleaſart, _ 
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by that z»-eſſent Air, carried to the Auditory nerve,which preſents it to 
the common ſexſe; and ſo to the intellefFual. Ot all Mufick, that is beſt 
which comes from an 4rtitulate woite. Whether ic be that van can- 
not make an »/frument (o meledions, as that which God made, *living 
mas : or, becauſe there is ſomethingin this, tor the rational part , as 
well as for the ear alene. In this alſo, that is beſt, which comes with 
a careleſs freeneſ5,and a kind of a negkeRive caftneſ5. Nature being al- 
ways moſt hwely, in an wnaffetted and ſpontaneous flowing, A dexterous 
Art ſhews canning, and wauſtry ; rather than judgment, and ingenuity. 
It 1s a kind of d;paragemert, to be a cunning Fidler. It argues his neg- 
lef# of better imployments, and that he hath ſpent much ze upon a 
thing awneceſſary. Hence it hath'been counted i{l;for great Otes, to 
{ fixg,or play, like an Arted Mafician. Philip ask'd Alexander, it he were 


þ 


{ not aſbamed, that he [eng ſo artfully. And indeed;itſofrens the nwnd ; 

the curiefity of it, is fitter for women than Men, and for Curtezarns than 
women. Among other deſcriptions of a' Roman Dame ; Saluft pus it 
down for one, that ſhe did Pſallere, & ſabtate; elegantins, quam 
neceſſe eft probe. Bur yet again *tis pity, that theſe honld be {o excel- 
lent,in that which hach ſuch powey to faſcinare. Ir were well,Yice were 
barr'd of all her helps of woorng .Mariy a mind hach been ang/ed unto i, 
by the Ear.It was Stretonice,that took Fithridates with a Song, For as 
the Notes are framed,it can draw,and incline the mind. Lively Tunes do 
lighten the 9uizd:Grave ones give it Melancholy. Lofry ones raiſe it, and 
Vance it to above, Whoſe dull blog will not -caper in his veins, 


bur fix his eze,and thoughts,when he hears the ſighs, and Dyzag groans, 
geſtur'd from the wwonrnful infirument? And I think he hath nota.aind 
well temper'd, whoſe zeal is net inflamed by wheavenly Anthem, So 
that indeed mwſick is good,or bad, 25 the end to which-ir tenderh!, Sure- 
ly, they did mean it excellext, that made Apollo, who' was god of wiſdom, 
to be god of mufick alſo. Burt it may be the «/Zgypreansy attributing che 
invention of the Harp to him, the rarity and pleafingmeſs made them ſo 
to honbur him, As the Spartans fed ir, itſferved fill for an excitation 
to Valour, and Honowrable attions':' but then they wereſo-carcfulof the 
manner of it, as they fined Terpanier;/and nailed es Herp to theipoſt 

for being too inverter, in adding a firing morethariuſual :/ Yer: had 


and; Poetry. Sometimes, light Notes are uſeful ; as .in-times of ge- 
neral Foy, and when the mind is prefied with: fedveſs, Bur certainly | 
thoſe are beſt, which inflame z#d, incite to wrt ry L74- 

vity. Oncis tor Retigronz ſoithe Felys (Fine othorfor was, fo the Gre- 
| Gans, and Komans. And the laft for Peace; and -A4wality 5 Tous Or- 
pheus civilized the Saryrs, andthe badirude meow It: iraiſfom 

excellency, that tis uſed only of themoſt aerictereataresy; loved; and | 
undetſtovd by man alone ; the*Bird7 ext, have wurtery of notes, The | 


whenthe very 4ir,be breaths in, f7#kerh in a tickled morion? Who can | 


_ 


he done the Stare good ſervice **tor he appeated a Seuiition by his play, | 


[ 


Beaſts, Fiſhes, and the reptifie, whith are of groflet um 
only ſilence, or unruned ſows,” Thity that doſpifetowholly, — 
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be ſuſpefted, to be ſomething of a Savage nature. The Italians have 
ſomewhat a ſmart cenſure, of thoſe that affef 1t not : They ſay , God| 
loves not him, whom he hath not made to love muſick. Ariftorle's 
coxcdit, that Fove doth neither Harp nor fing,] do not hold a dilpraiſc. 
We find in Heeves there be Hallelsjahs ſung. 1 bclieve it, as a helper 
both co good and i; and will therefore howonr ir,when it moves to Yir- 
exe, and beware it when it would flatter into Vice. 
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- TELLKLIX. 
Of Repentance. 


E that will not repenr, (hall rxize ; nor is he to be piticd in his 
ſufferings, that may eſcape a torment, by the compunction of a 
heart, and tears. Surely, that God «merciful, that will admit oftenſes 
to be expiated by the frgh,and fluxed eyes. Bur it is ro be wondercd ar, 
how Repentance can again infavour us with an offendedGod ; fince wine; 
a finis paſt grief Ge it,but not «ſz it. That whichis done, is 
wprecallable ; becauſe a fix docs intend i» infinitum. Adaltery once 
committed, maugre all rhe zears in mar, tor the A remains Adulzery 
ſtill : yea though the gaz/r, and punyſbment be remitted : nor ca; 2 
man wr-att it again. VV hen n Maid is robbed ot her Virgin honour,chere 
—_— ſome ſaticfatFios, but no reflitution. Certainly, there are ſecret 
walks of Goodneſs and Purity , whereby all things arc revolved in 1 
conflant way,which by the Supreme Power of God,they were atfirlt znwe- 
fted in. An —= + be Sainy aha this »tini,cthe whole courſe of Na- 
tare is againſt him, till he be reduced into his firſt rank, and order. And 
this, I think, may excuſe God of changeableneſs, when ne rurns to man, 
upon his Pezitence: for indeed 'tis man that changes , God is ſill the 
#wn-alteredame. And the fir mmwwtability of things, never leaves a| 
man, till he be eirher ſer;led again in his place, or quite cut off trom 
troubling of the 240850. And as he is not rightly  re-ixſerted, till he 
docs co-operate with the Noble revolution of all :.{o he is not truly peri- 
tent,thar is, not progreſſive in the Motion of aſpiring goodneſs. hen \.c 
is once thus again, though he were 2 /tragg/cr trom.the Rownad, and like 
a wry Cog in the wheel, yer now, he is ſirgighted, and fer again in his 
way: as it he had never been out. Says the Tregediar : 

Remeemme illus, nnde non decuit privs 

Abire. 

Rerurn we whence it was a ſbame to ſtray : 
And preſently after, 

Quem panitet pecciſſe, pane eft innocens. 

He that repens, is well-near innocent. 

Nay, ſometimes a failing, and return, is a prompter to 2 ſurer bold, 
Saint Ambroſe obſerves, that Peters Faith was ſtronger after his fall, 
than betore : ſo as he doubts not to ſay, that by hi fall, he found more 
grace, than he loft. A man ſhall beware the fps he once hath ſf«mbled 
on. The Devil ſamerimes coozens himſelf, by plunging may into ; 
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deep offenſe. A ſudden il{ Af grows abhorted in the mind that did ir. 
He is mightily-care/eſs,that does hot'grow more izilant,on an Enemy 
that hath once ſurprized him. A blow'that ſmarts will put us to a ſafer 
ward. But the danger is, when we glide in a ſmoothed way: for then we 
(hall never returnot our ſe/ves alone. Queſtionlels,. Repentarce is fo 
powerful, that it cannot be bur'the gitt of Deity. Said the Roman Theo- 
doſiua : That Irving men dye, is aſaal,'and zataural; but that dead men 
live again by Repentance, is a work of Godhead only. How far, how ſe- 
cure ſhould we run in Yice, did not the powey of goodneſs, check us in 
our full-b/owz ſail? Wichout deabt that 1s the beſt /fe,which is a little | 
ſprinkled with the ſalt of Croſſes. The other would be quickly rank,and 
tainted, There are whoſe paths ate waſbt with Batter, and the Roſebud| 
crowns them : but donbtleſs, 'ris a miſery to live in oyled vice, when | 
her ways are made ſlippery with her own ſlime : and the bared track in- 
viteth to 2 ruizom rare. Heaven is not had without repentance, and re- 
pentance (c|dom meets a man in jo/lzty, in the career of Luſt , and the 
bloods looſe riot. A Father ſaid of Dewid ; He finned,as Kings ule to do 
but he repented, fighed,and wept ,as Kings have ufed not to do. I would 
not be ſo happy, as to want the means whereby T might be peaitent. 1 
am ſure no man can {ve without fiw* and I ami ſure*no ſinner can be 
ſeved without it.Not is this in a nians ows chojceto take it up when he | 
pleaſe; Surcly, man, that would never /eave to fir, would never of 
himſelf begin to repenz.: It were beſt; it poſſible,to live ſo,as we might 
not xeed it : bur fince T'canneither not xeed it,not give it my ſe/f,1 will 
pray him to give it me, who after he hath given me this, will give me 
both releaſe and glory. 


X C: | | 
Of War, and Souldiers. | a. 
Frer a long Scene of Peace, Way ever enters the Stage; and indeed, | 
is {o —_ of the worlds Phyſick, as itis bor a Purge, and blood- | 
letting.” Peace, Fulneſs, Pride, and war; are the four Filhes, that being | 
let into one another, make the whee/, that the Times turn on. As we | 
ſee in Bees , when the Hyve multiplies and fills, Nature hath always 
eyes it a way of eaſe by —_ So wp nee — no rr Wheh! 
they grow over-populons, the d:ſtherge themſelves by Troups, and | 
nd? 'Tis bur rhe diſkermper " che body Politick, whic (like the a- | 
tarl) Reſt, and a full dyet hath burthen'd with "repIerion'; and that 
heightens humours, either £0 ſickneſs of evacuation.” When? tis eaſed of 
cheſe, it ſubſides again to a quief reſhand temper. "So War is begortet | 
out of Peace graduately,and ends ih Peace immedtarely. Between Peace 
and War are two Stages ;| Luxury, Ambition : berween War and'Peate,\ 
none at all. The cauſes of all wars, may be required to five heads © 
Ambition, Avarice, Revenge, Provident, and Defenſe. The rwo firſt, : 
were the molt vſual cauſes of war trong the Heathex. "Yet what att 
the conquer'd call'd Pride atid GE > both rhe Romans 2d | 
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Grecians were taught by their hig h Sheds, to call Honewr and increeſs 
of Empire. The original of al] Tabwllue will needs have gold. 


Quis fuit, horrendes primme qus protulit enſes? 
Quam fer, & vere ferrews ille ſuit ? 


Tun cedes hominum generi, twnc pralia nets ; 


Tunc brevior dire mertic aperts wis eff. 
At nihil ille miſer meruit , 0s ad mals noſirs, 
Vertimms, in ſevas quod dedit jlle feras. 
Divitis hoc witinum eft auri ; nec bells facrunt, 
Faginus abſiabat dums ſeyphus ante dapes. 
Of killing Swords who might firſt Luthor be ? 
Sure, a Feel mind, and bloody thought had he. 
Mankinds deſtruttion,Wars were then made known, 
And ſhorter ways to death with terrour ſhown. 
Yet (curs'd) he's noti'th fault ; we madly bend 
That on our ſelves, he did for beefts intend. 
Full gold's i'th fav/t : noWers, no jars were then, 
When Zeech-bowls only were in uſe with men. 

That which hath grown from the propagation of Religion, was never 
of ſuch force, as ſince the Mehumetarn Law, and Catholick cauſe, have 
ruffled among the Natieps, Yet queltionleſs to lay rhe foundation of 
Religion in blood, is to copdexmen it, before we teach it; The Sword may 
force Natare, and deſtroy the Body, but cannot make the wind believe 
chat Zewfwl, which is begun in «w/ewfulpeſs * Yer without doubt in 
the exterprizers, the opintonmhas exmared much : we ſee how it for- 
merly fired the Twrk,andis yet a ſtrong wotzve to the Spaniſh attempts : 
Unleſs he throws this abroad to the world, to blanch his Repize and 
his erwelty. For that of Revenge ; Iſec not, bur it may be lawful for a 
Prince, even by War, to vinazcege the honor of himſelf, and People. | 
And the resſos is, becauſe in fuch caſes of ixjwry, the whole Nation is ; 
ipterefſed : and ma, "gg the recompenſe, is more duc to the Subjetts, 
than the Severaige. That of Providence may well have apaſs : as when 
Princes make War to avoid War :. or, when they ſee a form incvitably 
falling, 'tis goad to meer it, and break the force ; Should they ever fir 
fill while the blow were given them, they might very well ando them- 
ſelves by patience. \Ne ſce in the body,men often bleed to prevent an im- 
minent ſickneſs. For thac of Defence, both Religion and all the Rules of 
Nature plead for't,. The Cammanders in war ought to be bailt upon 
theſe rhree Yireaes.; they ſhould be iſe, Valiant, Experiene'd. Wiſdom : 
in a General, many times cnds the ar without war. Of all Yiffories, 
the Kemens thought that bef, which leaſt was fair'd with blood. 
And. they were. content to: let Canullas triumph, when he had nox 
fought. fa theſe :zmes it is eſpecially requiſite, fince Stratagems and 
Adventages are more in uſe than the open and the daring Yalewr. Yer 
Valiant he muſt be ; elſe he grows contermptible , loſes his Command, 
and, by his ewn fear, infeits his Troups with Cowerdice. To the eternal 
honour of Ceſar, Cicero reports that tn all his Commands of the Field, 
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ſtrongeſt Authority,his own orgy” fon own example. And though 


{ be never ſo learned, his Books cannot limit his Deſigns in ſeveral : and 
though he be perfect in a Paper-plet, where his eye has all in Yiew; he 


Tarms, an | 
to paſs by, and ſhun him ; he is as one that the Supreme God has car'd 


{ with offenſes, Neceſſe eft ut wveniant, T 


ws. 


there was not found an te, but a Fer : as it he ſcorn'd in all his Ox- 
ſets, to be any thing, bur ſtill a Leader. Always teaching by rhe 


theſe be Excellencies, they be all, without Experience, lame. Let him 


will tail in a Zeagaer,where he ſees bur a {mb at once : ' Beſides, Expe- 
rience puts a credit on his Actions, and makes him far more prompt in 
undertakings. And indeed, there'is a great deal of reaſon, why we 
ſhould rejpet? him, that, with an wntaipted Yaloxr, has grown old in 

heafing the Drum bear. When every minare, Death ſeems 


for, and, by-a particular 'G#ard, defended in the Hail of Death, *Tis 
true, *tis 2 ſie rempting to exhoybirancy ; yer this is more in the comm- 
mon (art, that are preſſed as the refuſe, nd burthen of the Zand, than 
in thoſe rhat,by a Nobley breeding, arc able to Command. Want, 1dle- 
neſs, and yy deſperate face of blood ,” hath hardened them to Oxt-rages. 
Nor may we wonder, fince even their life is but an order'd Quarrel, 
raiſed ro the fend of killipy, Certainly, it was with ſach that Zacar 
was ſo out of charity. ; Pf 

Nulla fides, pietaſqne viris, qui caſtra"ſequuntur, 

Venaleſque manic : ibi fas, ubi maxima merces. 

Not Fazth,nor (onſeience, common Sonldjers carry : 

"Beſt pay is right : their hands are mercenary. 
For the weeperrs of War,they differ much from thoſe of ancient times: 
and I believe, the invention of Ordnance hath mightily ſaved the /ves 
of men. - They command. at ſuch diſtance, and are ſo wnrefiſtable, that 
men come not to the: ſbock of a Bartel, as in former 4ges. We may 


obſerve, 'that the greareſt numbers haye*faln by thoſe weapons, thar 
have brought the Exemies neereſt together, Then the prrchea field was 
the #7ial, and men were ſo ingaged that they could nor come off, till 
bloud had decided wiffory. The lame advantages are till, and rather 
greater now, than of old : The wind, the Sup, the better ground. In 
former Wars, for all their arms, the 4ir was ever clear : bur now their 
Peetes do miſt, and thicken it ; which, beaten upon them by diſadvaen- 
rages,may ſoon indanger an Army. —_ arein the ſame nature , 
fe cy mult be ; yet, Ye indu- 
cexti, They are mightily in fax that cauſe them. Even reaſon teaches 
us to caſt rhe blowdof the lain, upon the unjuſt Authors of ir. Thar 
which gives the 1w#jnd ſecurity, is 2 juſt cauſe, and a juſt deputation. Let 
me have theſe, and of all other; I thall rhink this; one of che ebleſt, 
and mofi manly Ways of dying. \ 
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| Of Scandal. 

"T3 anhappineſs enough to himſelf, for a man to be 7ottex within, 
Bur when by being fa/ſe, he ſball pull a'/faiz on a whole Socie- 

ty, his guilt will gzaw him with a ſharper tooth. Even the effef? is con- 
trary to the ſway of Nature, and the wifhes of the whole extended 
Earth, All men defire, that, vexing their foes, they may gratifie and 
glad their friends : only he that ſcandals a Church,or Nation makes his: 
Friends mourn, and his Exemiesrcjoyce. They ſigh, for his juſt ſhame 
unjuſtly lupg on them : theſe ſnuile, to ſee an adverſary faln, and the 
blow given to thoſe that would uphold him. And though the Author | * 
lives where he did, yet his foul has been a Trytor, and upheld the cop- 
trary fide. One ill man may diſceuntenance even the warraxted and 
maintained caſe af a Nation ; eſpecially if he has been good, Blots 
appear fouler in a ſtrict life, than a looſe one ; no man wonders at the | 
Swinzes wallowing : bur to {ce an Ermine myr'd, is a Prodjgie, Where 
do Yices (hewſo toul, as in a 4imifter,when he ſhall be heavenly iv his 
Pulpit alone 2 Certainly, they wound the Goſpel, that preach it to the 

world, and live, as if they thought to go to? Heaven ſome other wa 
than that they teach the people, How unſeemly is it,when a grave Coſt 
ſock, ſhall be lin'd with a wanton: Reveller,and with crimes, that make a 
looſe one odiows ?. Surely, God. will be ſevereſt againſt thoſe, that will 
wear his badge, and ſeem his ſervants, yet inwardly fide. with the De- 
wil, and luſts. They ſpot his Herowr, and caufe prophane ores jeſt 
at his Holizeſs, We lee, the Prince ſuffers inthe fails of his Ambaſſa- 
douy : and a ſervants ill attion is ſome touch to his Maſters reputation : 
nor can he free himſelf, but by delivering him up to juſtice, or diſcard- 
ixg him : otherwiſe,he would be judg'd to patronize it. Other offenſes 
God may puniſh, this he uſt, leſt the Enemnues of his Truth triumph a- 
gainſt him. David had his whip for this : Becaulc by this he had cauſed 
the Enemies of God to blaſpheme,the (hildmuſt dye. When he that had 
Anthew d the pureneſs foe God of Iſrael, and proclaimed the Noble 
Ads be did of old ; and ſcem'd as one indear'd to the Almighties love : 
how would the Philiftims rcjoyce, when he ſhould thus become Ape- 
ſtate, and with a wild licentiouſneſs, mix his luſt with murther and in- 
gratitude ? Surely, the Yices of Alexander the {ixth. did mightily diſco- 
lour Papacy : till then, Princes were atraidof Bulls and Excommunicati- 
0x5; but it was ſo uſual with him, to carſe upon his own diſpleaſure, 
and for advancing of his ſp#rio race : that it hath made them lighted, 
ever fince his paſſions ſo unpublik'd them. What a fazz it was to Chri- 
ftendem, that the Turk ſhould pull a Chriſtian-Kizgs violated Cove- 
_ | ant from his boſoms,in the War,and preſent it the Almighty,as an ad of 
thoſc,that profeſs'd themſelves his Servants ? Beware how thy Atte- 
ons fight againſt thy Tongue or Pex, One ill life will pull down more, 
than many good tongues can butld. And doutleſs, G O D, that 1s jealome 


of his Henoxr, will vindicate theſe ſoz/s, with his moſt deſtruffrve _ 
ake 
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Take heed, not of ffrictneſs, but of falling fonlly after it. As he thar 
frames the ſtrongeſt Arguments againft himfelt, and then does fully 
anſwer them, does the beſt defend his Cauſe * So he that lives frifeſt, 
and then forgocs-his hold, does worft diſgrate his Patron. Sins of this 
&L4Lte, Arc not faults to our ſelves alone; but, by a kind of argamen- 
tatiic may., diſbonour GOD in the conſequent. And even all the 
Church ob ſfincereſt good men, ſuffer in © ſing good maxs fall. This is 
to be rr/ig10ſly lewn. ' If rhou beeſt unſound within, foyl not the glo- 
rious Rob of Truthby parting i upon thy beft/ineſs. When Diogenes 
{aw a wanton vaunting un 2 £#093 skin;he calls unto him,that he ſhould 
farbear to maly Yirtwer garment bluſh. And indeed;Yirtue is aſhamed, 
when the hath a ſerwan# vile; Vhen thoſe that ſhould be Suns, thall 
be eclipſed, the leſſer. Stars will Joſe their light and fplendour. Even 
inthe Spamierds Congueſts of the tniiens, 1 dare think, their cruelty and 
bloudineſs have kept more from their Faith, than all their force 
hath won them. Some would yorbelieve, Heaven had any bleſſed- 
eſs, becauſe there were ſome Fpaieyds there. So hateful can detefFed 
Vice make that, which'is even goodpveſs it ſelf : and ſo excellent is a ſoul 
of integrity , that it frighrts the tewd from luxury to reverence. The 
beaſtly Floralians wte abaſh'd Ind ceag'd ar the upright Caro's pre- 
ſence. A ſecond to eternl goodreſt;is, 2 wile man, uncorrupr in Life : 
his ſol ſhines; and the beams of thit ſhine, others that admire 
his worth, to imitate it. The beſt ts,/to ler the ſame p7rit guide both 
the hand and tongue. 1 will never profeſs, whatI will not ſtrive to pre- 


| iſe ; and will think it berter to be bur-cydoked timber, than a ſtrait 


bleck, and atter lyc to ſtumble mew, 


X C11. 
That Divinity does not croſs Natiire, ſo much as exceed it. 


Hey that are Djvi#es without Philoſophy,can bardly maintain the 

Truth in diſpwetions.'Tis poſtible they may have an infuſed faith, 
ſufhcient for themſelves : bur if they have not Resſor too, they will 
ſcaxce make others capable of their 7»/{rudtzom. Certainly, Divinity 
and 1orality are thotlo averſe, bur that they well may live together : 
For, if Nstare be rettified by Religion ; Religion again is irengthened 
by Nature. ' And as ſome hold of Fare, that there 1s nothing nappa 
belaw,bat is writ above in the S7ar5,only we have nor skill to find it: 
lo, I believe, there is nothing in Relgpion,contrary to Reaſon,it we knew 
it rightly. For converſation among men, and the true happineſs of 
Mas ; Philoſophy hath d wittt Scriprare. Nay, I think I may alfo 
add, for dchning of God, excepting the Tri-my, as neer as Han can 
conceive him, How exact hath it made F#ftice? How buſic to find 
out Truth? How tightly dire&ted Love ? exalting with much carneſt- 
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neſs, all choſe Graces,that are any way amiable. He that ſecks in Plato, 


and virtuous lite is the way. For defining God ; my opinion is, _ 
| Man, 


(ball find him making God the Solams ſurmmum Bornum ; to which a pure] 
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Maz, neither by Divinity nor Philoſophy, can, as they lay, Qaiddita- | 
tive, rell, What he is. Ir is fitter for Man to adore and admire him, | 
chan in vain to ſtudy to comprehend him. God. is for Mas to ſtand 
amazcd and wonder at. The clogg'd and 4roffie Soul can never ſound 
him, who is the nimeginable Fountain of Spirits; and from whom, 
all things, by a graduate Derivation, have their hight, life, and being. 
In theſe things they agree, butI find three ocher things , wherein Di- 
winity oyer-{oareth Nature. In the- Creation of the World, in the Re- 
demptios of Man, and in the way and Rites 5herein God will be wor-| 
ſhipped. In the Creation of the world : No Phileſophy could ever reach| 
at that which Aoſes taught us. Here the Humenſts wage all at a tend; 
and jar : all their comjecfures being rather witty, and conceit, than rad 
and real. Some would have all things from Fire; ſome, from Air ; 
ſome, from water z ſome, from Earth ; ſome, from Numbers ; ſome, 
from Atoms ; from Simples, ſome; and ſome, from (Compounds. Ari- 
| _ came the neereſt , in finding out the trueſt Aſateria Prime : but 
becauſe he could not believe this mads of worhing, he is content to 
erty. Ka hog it _ eternal, ray _ _— was as far from =_ 
on, as the other : his Reaſox might have fled unto Ommipotency, as wel 
'n to Eternity. And ſo SHA Philoſophy hath «pegs as ſhe 
1s able, ſhe atciverh at Almightineſs, and in that 4byſs is loſt : where 
not knowing the way, ſhe goeth by. gaeſs, and cannot tell when ſhe is 
rizht or wreng. Yet is ſhe rather ſubordinate, than contrary. Nature is 
not crgſs, but runs into Omwwipotency : and, like a petty River, is ſwal- 
lowed in that boundleſs Majn, For the Redemption of Max, even the 
Scriptare calls it a Myſtery © and all that Hwmazity could ever reach 
of this, was, only a flying to the general name of Mercy, by the urg- 
ings of the Conſcience. They all knew, they had failed, and faln. Their 
own boſoms would tell them thus-:- but the way how they might be 
reſtored, never fell into their Heatbex-thoughts. This was a work that 
GOD declared only to his own Peculiar, by the immediate Revelation 
of his word and will, For the manner how God would be worſbipped;no 
Naturaliſt could ever find it out, till he bimſelf gave direions from 
his ſacred Scriprure. In the firſt Chapter to the Rewerns , Saint Pal 
grants, that they may know Ged, through the wiſibilities in his works : 
but for their 7g2orarce in this, he ſays, The wrath of God is revealed 
againſt them : Becauſe that when they knew God, they glorified him 
not as Ged, but turned the Glory of the incomparable God, to the ſimi- 
lirude of the Image of a corruptible Mar, and of Birds, and of four- 
foored Beaſts, and of creeping. things. And theſe threc things the 
Scripture teacherh us; which elſe we could never have learned, from 
all the Books in the wor/d, Thus we ſce for Morality, Nature ſtill is| 
ſomething pert and wigorows: bur in the things of God it is confined, 
that ſhe is :hick-fighted, aud cannot ſce them. Can a Fly compre- 
hend May upon the top of Henarchy? no morc can Man compre- 
hend Godin the height of O-mniperency. There are as well Myſteries 
for Faith, as (auſes for Reaſow, This may guide me, when I —_ 0 
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deal with Xſan; but in Divine 4ffairs, Reaſon ſhall wait on Faith, and 
ſubmir to her Prerogative, The Conſcience is great ; bur God is far 
greater than it. 


———— 


———— 


XCIIL 
Of Tediouſneſs in Diſcourſe. 


A Prating Barbey came to trim King Archelans, and asked him,Sir, 
How will you pleaſe to have me cut your hair ? Says the King, Silent- 
ly. And certainly, thongh a Man has nothing to do, but to hear and 
anſwer ; yet a limitleſs tongue, is a ſtrange wnbitted Beaſt, to worry one 
with. And che miſery is, they that ſpeak w#ch, ſeldom ſpeak well : for 
they that know how to Peak aright , know not how to dwell in 
Diſcourſe. It cannot be but igxeraxce, when they know nor, thac wg. 
ſpeeches, though they may pleaſe the feaker, yer rhey are the corrure 
the hearing ear. 1 have pittied Horace,when he was put into his ſwear, 
and almoſt flain in the 44 ſacra, by the accidental derention of a Beb- 
blers towgue. There is nothing tires one, like the ſawing of ones ears, 
when words ſhall clatter, like a window looſe in wind. A talketive 
Fellow is the #nbrac'd Drum, which beats a wiſe man out of his wits, 
Surely, Nature did not guard the #owgae with the double fenſe of zeerh 
and /zps, bur that ſhe meant ir ſhould not move too nimbly. I like 
in ſocrates, when of a Schelar,full of words,he asked a dowble Fee : ore, 
to learn him to ſpeak well, another, to teach him to hold his peace. They 
which talk too much to others, 1 fear me, ſeldom ſpeak with them- 
ſelves enough : and then, for want of acquaintance with their own 
boſoms, they may well be miſtaken, and preſent a Fool to the People, 
while they think themſelves are wiſe. But rhere are, and thar ſeveral- 
ly, that be much troubled with the diſeaſe of peaking. For, afluredly, 
Loquacity is the Fiſtula of the mind ; ever running, and almoſt incura- 
ble. Some are blabs of ſecrets;and thelt are Traiters to Society; they arc 
| Veſſels unfit for uſe ; for they be boared in their borrows. Some will 
boalt the favors they have found; and by this means , they often 
bring goodreſs into ſuſpeR, loſe owe and injure Fame. 

Sed tatitws paſei fi poſſet Corvan, haberet 

Plus dapis, & rixe multo minus, imvidieque. 

But could the Crow be ſilent fed, his diet 

Might daintyer be, lefs envyed, and more quiet. 

You ſhall find too them, that will cloy you with their own 1z#vent:- 
ons : and this is a fault of Poets ; which, unleſs they meet with thoſe 
that love the Muſes, is as a dainty Oration deliver'd to one in a Lax- 
wage that he underſtands nor. His jadgment found this fault,that made 
Fi Epigram inviting his Friend to fupper, promile, that he 

no Ferſes would repeat. 


jeſt, til they have travailed an hour in #r#viels ; as if they had taken 


NI AGAR, 


Some will preamble a tale irapertinently, and catmor be delivered of a | 


the whole Tale by Steniography, and now were putting it out Sa_ 
| OS thus 
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thus they often ſpoil a good diſh, with improper ſawte, and unſavoury 
farcements. Some havea vein in comnſelling ; cven till they ſtop the ear, 
they pour it in. Tedtous admonitions dull the adviſed , and make the 
giver contemptible. *Tis the ſhort reproof, that ſtays like a fab in the 
Memory : and many times three words do more good , than an zd/e 
Diſcourſe of three hours. Same have varieties of Stories, even to the ty- 
ring of an Awdtoy ;, and theſe are often, even the grave follies of age : 
' whoſe unwatcht zoxgues ſtray into the waſte of words, and give us 
cauſe to blame their werories,. for retaining ſo much of their youth. 
There are too, that have a leaping #oxge, to zzgg into the rumult of 
diſcourſe ; and unleſs you have an Ari/tius to take you off, you are in 
much danger of a deep vexation. A Rook-yard,in a Spring-morning,is 
neither ſo ill nor noiſetul, as is one of theſe. But this is commonly a 
feminine fault. Doubtleſs, the beſt way for ſpeech, is to be ſhort, plain, 
material. Let me hear one wiſe wan ſentence it, rather than twenty 
Fools, garrulous in their lengthened 2atzle. Eft rempus quando nihil, eſt 
tempms quando aliquid : unlium autem eſt temps, in quo dicenda ſunt om- 
nia, Hugo Vittorinus. | 


XCIV. 
Of Liberty, and Reſtraint. 

T was but a flouriſh of Cicere's Oratory, when he ſaid, 4d Decxs & 

Libertatem nati ſumus. Tic greateſt Prince, that ever was produCd 
by woman, comes inſanguird into the world, and is a poor reliſtleſs 
ſlave, to the firſt arm that he fallsinto.. Bur if he meant 1t of the Noble 
ſpirit of Man, then I think *tis true : for it ſtill advanceth to that Sm, 
trom whence it hath both. fe and pigowr. And thus,we ſce al! things 
do aſpire to /iberty and the affeQting of. an uncontrolled freedom. Every 
Creature is promptcd by Nature, to be like that , from whence it is 
derived. Lookover all the worla, and you ſhall find, that every thing, | 
as far as the ability will give it line,does: ſnail it after a Deity, and with 
a kind of riſing Emulation, ſlowly Apes Almightineſs. But this Ziberty 
of Humane ſpirit, is that which. cannot be reſtrained ; and therefore 
the reſtraint of the body, is that which we-will fpcak of. This is cOm- 
monly by impriſonment, or by ſervice. That of Impriſeument,is nothing 
ſuch a miſchief, as the moſt do think: it: The, greateſt is, n that, rhe 
E5e is debarred the delight of the worlds Yariety. Nor indeed is this 
zotal, but in part, and /ocal only, :In this, a blind man is the , moſt mi- 
ſerable Priſoner of all : Wharſoever place docs hold him, he 1s ſtil] in 
the Worlds Dungeon, wandering in,the Nights uncomfortable ſpade, And 
indeed, the moſt burthenſome' 2zppriſonment is to be. Priſoner to a 
Diſeaſe ; as to the Geat, the Palſez, and the like : becauſe for the moſt 
part, theſe hold us, not without pazz, and the mighty trouble of our 
friends about us, -For the other, I ſee not, but a local reftrarnt , with- 
our wart, and inforced imployment; may very eaſily be converted: to a. 


happineſs : unleſs men will let their ids lon8 againſt the Tyae of 
Reaſon. | 
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| Reaſon. It is no other bur a place of retyring, and ſequeſtration from 
the world, which manyot the wiſeſt have voluntarily put upon them- | | 
ſelves. Demoſthenes would ſhave his beard by half , to keep himſelf 
| within, by a willing nece//ity. Diocleſian's two ard twenty years Empe- 
| ry,could not put him out of love with his retyring place : Nor Charles 
| the Fifth, his many Kingdoms. There are Examples of extraordinary 
| gain, that mew have made of ſuch confixements. Afluredly,while a man 
is tofled among men, and buſineſs ; he cannot ſo enjoy himlſelf,as when 
he is ſomcrhing ſecluded from both of theſe. And it is a Lſery,when 
a 74x muſt ſo apply himſelt to orhers, as he cannot have leifure to ac- 
coufit with himſelf. Belides, be he never ſo at large ; hc does but run 
over the ſame things; he ſees but the like world, in another place. 
If he has but /ighr, and any proſpeft, he may ſce by that, what the reſt 
is,and enjoy it,by his boundlcſs wizd. For the reſtraint by ſervice ; if 
it be with impoſed 70y/, then is it far worſe, than the being circum- 
»ared only : This 2fan differeth not inthe a of his /ife ſrom a Beaſt: 
He muſt « & his 45k, and have his food but only to make him fir for his 
resk again: he is like one that is Swrety for a Baxkrwpt. The gods ſell all 
for /abowr ; and he has entred Covenant, to work for one that plays ? ſo 
is become a Principal for another mans debt, and pays it. This ſurely 
is the greateſt Captivity, the greateſt ſlavery. The attendant ſervices of 
Nobility, are far eaſier to the Man and Mind: though the perpetual 
ſight of full Efates above them, may well indanger thoſe minds that 
have not Zallaſt in them. To ſee Heavey, and come no ncerer, than to 
wait at the door, 1s a terrible torment to the ſpirit. A naked Beauty ſeen, 
would tempt one chefte, toerr. Yet withal, 'tis ſomething like Love, 
a kind of bitter-ſweet, it both pleaſethand diſpeaſers the 221724 at once : 
Itis pleaſed to ſee it ; bur *tis diſpleaſed, that it cannot exjoy it. Be- 
ſides, if there be toy, a wiſe mar may take leſs of it : and an honeſt max 
by the plea of his duty, makes his mind content in diſpatches. Courage 
and Ability, make buſineſs much the eaſier. One asked the Cynick;how 
he could live a Servant to Zentades ? but he returns ; That a Lyon does 
not ſerve his Keeper,but his Keeper him. Yetfor all this, Natere pleads 
for Liberty : and though Commands may be often eafie,yert they ſome- 
times grate,and gall. So that if we appeal to the mwnd of Aan,that will 
ſay, Ir is better being a Xizg, though but in a T#b ; than tobe a ſer- 
vant inthe roofed Palace, There are helps that may abate /nconveni- 
encies: but Liberty will over-ſway with Man.YVhen one was applaud- 
ing Caliſthenes, that he went brave, and dined with the King ; Diogenes 
replyes, That for all that, (a/ifthenes dined when Alexander pleaſed ; 
and Diogexes, when it pleaſed Diogenes. If this be not rather opintona- 
tive than 7ead, it is queſtionleſs an unhappineſs to ſerve. If I have my 
likerty, I would reſt in the priviledges thar accruc it, If 1 want it, 1 
would joy in the bexefits that accrue the wart : ſo in either eſtate, 1 
| may find Content my Play-fellow, 
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[happen remoted from the nobleſt payrs, elſe they are often cauſes of 


{ Air, from Education, from Diet, and froth Age, and Paſſion. From the 
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XCV. \ is 
Of the (auſes that make Hen different. «+. 


[+ Orn9 homini quid preſtat ? was-the former tithes juſt woxdey : an 

þ inciced, it would almoſt poſe the thought, ' to-weigly the difle- 
rence of the ſpirits of men. It hath been a Queſtion, wherher all Souls 
are equalat their firſt »fafiox ? and it it be of that Sonl purely,which at 
the ſame inſtant, is both created ahd infuſed ; then, no queſtion, bur 
they are alike. Nothing comes immediately from God, but-ts -pare, 
perfett,and uncorrupt.But becaule the ſenſitive part in Mar bears a great 
ſway, it many times falls our, that by the deficiency of rhe Organical 
parts, the Soul is eclipſed and impriſoned (o, as it cannot appear in rhe 
vigour it Would ſhew, if the Boazes compolition were perfect, and 
open. A perfet# Soul, in an imperfect Body, is like a bright Taper in a 
dark Lanthorn : the fault is not in the /ipht, but in the caſe which cur- 
t4ins it with ſo dull an outſide, as will not let the ſhine be tranſparent 
And we may ſee this, even in thoſe that we have known borh able and 
ingenious; who aiter a hurt reccived in ſome wital part,have grown me- 
piſh, and almoſt inſexſible : When the vital paſſages of the ſepſitive and 
vegetative are imperfett , though they extinguiſh not the irelbecFnal, 
becauſe it is impoſſible,that'a thing morzal, (hould deſtroy # thing m- 
mortal : yettheir defects keep it ſo under, as ic appeareth far” to the 
outward apprehenſion. Not that Man hath three diftin&t Soxts + for the 
intellectual in Man, containeth the other two : and what 2re different 
in Plants, Beaſts, and ar ; arein Han one, and c-ux'd together, O- 
therwiſe, he were a p/azt, and ſeveraliy, a brute, and rational. But 2s 
the ſolid cry/talline Heaven, and firſt Mover, contains the Regen of the 
Fire and Air ; and the Region of the Fire and Air,the Globe of the Exrth 
and Waters ; yet all make but one world : So: the IntelleFnal (ton: 
tains the Sexfitive, and the _ the Vegeratzve ; yet all in Man, 
make bur one Sor. But the differences of 24x: may all be referred to 
two cauſes ; cither /zward, or Outward : Inward, are defe&ts in Na- 
ture, and Generation : cither when the ative part, the ſeed, is not pery- | 
fett; or when the nutrimentaland paſſive power tail of their ſufficiency, 
are too abundant, or corrupted. And when Man is of himfelt; from the 
womb, the malignity of ſome humour may interpoſe the truc operation | 
of the ſpirits internal. Certainly, thoſe men that we ſee mounting to 
the Nebleneſs of Mind. in Honeurable Attions', arc picces of Natures 
rraeft work ; eſpecially in their 72ward faculties, External defetts, 
may be, and yet not always hinder the ternal powers : as, when they 


debilitation. And theſe are commonly, from'rhe' temperature of the 


Air, we ſee the Southern people are lig htſome ingenious,and ſubtile, by 
reaſon of the heat that rarifies the ſpirits.” The Northern are ſlower, 
and more dull, as having them zhickned witn the chill colds conden- 
ſation. | 


Temperi 
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Temperie Celi Corpuſque, Animuſque Tavatur. 
Both Soul, and Body, change, by change of Air. 


| 


' Educa tion hatin his force (een in every place, It you travail but from | 


| Court, to the (ountry: or but from a Village to an Academe : or ſee bur 
| a Horſe well annag'd,and another Refty in his own fierceneſs. Diet, no 
; queition alters much ; even the giddy Airineſs of the French , 1 ſhall 


rence of their (ize,ir being ſo neer an adjoyner to ours. And in Eng- 
land, 1 believe our much ule of frog Beer, and groſs Fleſh, is a great 
occaſion of dregging our ſpirits, and corrupting them, till they ſhoſtens 
| life. Age, is alſo a changer, Man hath his Zenith, as well in wit, as in 
ability of body ; he grows from ſenſe,to reaſon ; and then again declines 
to dotzge,and to Imbecillity. Youth is too young in brain; and Age again 
docs drain away the ſpirits. Paſſion blunts the edge of conceit : and 
where there is much ſorrow, the mind is dull, and unperceiving : The 
ſoul is oppreſied, and lies languiſhing in an #»ſociable lonelineſs, till it 
proves /tupid, and inhamanxe. Nor do theſe more alter the wind, than 
the body. The lamenting Poet purs chem both together. 
Fam mihi deterior canis aſpergitur #tas ; 

Tamque meos wultus ruza ſenilis arat. 
Fam vigor, & quaſſo languent in corpore wires : 

Nec FTwvent, Luſus, qui placuere, jwoant. 
Nec me, fi ſubito videas, cognoſcere poſſis ; 

e/Etatis fatts oft tanta raina mee. 
Confiteor, faceve hoc annos : ſed & altera cauſa eſt ; 

Anxietas animi, continuuſq; Labor. 
Now, colder years, with ſnow my hairs enchale : 
And now the aged wrinkle plows my face. 
Now through my trembling joynts, my vigonr fails, 
Airth too, that cheer'd my youth, now nought avails, 
Sorun'd and ſo alter d am | grown, 
That ar firſt fight, I am not to be known. 
Aze one caule is : but that which more I find, 
Is pair perpetual, and a troubled mind. 
Certainly, the beſt is, to weigh every man, as his means have been : a 
man may ook in vain for Courtſhip, in a Plow-man ;, or Learning in a 
Mechanick. Who will expe& a lawze man (nould be ſwift in running : 
or, that ſick men ſhould deliver an Oration with a grace,and cheer ful- 
eſs? If 1 find any man failing in his Mazzers, 1 will firſt conſider his 
means, before I cenſure the man. And one that is ſhort of what he 
might be, by his ſloth and negligence, I will think as juſtly blameable, 
as he that out of znd»ſtry has adorn'd his behaviour above his means, is 
commendable. | 
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[rather impute to their Diez of Wine, and wild Fowl, than to the diffe-. 
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S=CGCYL 
Of Divination. 


Hat is it Man ſo much covets,as to pry into Natures Chſet,and 
knows,not whatis to come? yet, it we but conſider it rightly, 
we ſhall find it a profizable Providence, which hath ſer our eftate in fu- 
zure, ſomething in dark and ſhade. 1f Man doubted not of what Death 
would deliver him to, he would (I think) either live more /ewaly, or 
more #nhappily. If we knew death were only an end of life, and no 
mote ; every man for his own cnds,would be a d/turber of the worlds 
peace. If we were certain of torment ; thought and fear would make our 
preſent life a death continual, in the agitations of a troubled ſonl, It we 
were ſure of Fop,and Glory,we ſhould be carcleſs of our living well. Cer- 
tainly,God hath made Xen to dwell in dowbr,that he might be awed to 
Good, by Fear and Expectation. We are led along by Hope, to the Ends 
that are appointed us:and by an #ncert4in wey,we come at laſt to a cey- 
tainexd ; which yet we could neither k»ow, nor avoid, The great 
Creator wiſcly put things to come, in the Miſt and Twilight , that we 
might neither be over-joyed wirh the certainty of geod;nor over-much 
terrified with the aflurance of an «nevoidable ill, Though Preſcience, 
and Divination be a God-like Quality, yer, becauſe it can only zell of 
danger, and not prevent it, the wiſer ſort have ever had this Art in zeg- 
et, in diſlike, If Fate be certain, it can beno good to kxow it, becauſe 
we cannot prevent it, If it be awcertain, we ſearch in vain to find out 
| that which »vay be. So,cither way we hazzard for unhappineſs. Bis mi- 
ſer eſſe cupit, qui mala, que vitari non poſſunt, amat preſcire, I remem- 
ber, Cicero reports it of Cate, that he wondred how South-ſayers could 
forbear laughter, when they mer one another ; they knew they uſed ſo 
ro gull the People.One thing there is,that(if it were certarn) doth migh- 
tily, d;parage it ; and this is, Thar it ſets a Hay over to ſecond cauſes, 
and puts him oft from Providexce.But it cannot be certain and determi- 
nate : Man is not wife enough to ſcext out the abſtruſe ſteps of Deity. 
It is obſerved by one,that, Nigidizs what uſed for defenſe of his Art(by | 
turning of a 7heel,and marking it twice with Jzk&) harh caſt ir all into a 
waſt incertainty. And indeed,the minute of Gexeration, Conception, and 
Proaxttion, are ſo hard to know juſtly ; the point of place ſo hard to 
to find : the Angles, the Aſpedts, and the Conjunitions of the Heavens fo 
impoſſible to be caſt right in their zxfluexces,by reaſon of the rapid and 
Lightning-like motion uf the Sphears ; that the whole Art, thorowly 
ſearched and examined, will appear a meer fallacie and deluſion of 
the wits of Men. It their Calculations be from the ſeven Motive Sphears 
only, how is there ſuch difference in the lives of childrex born toge- 
ther, when their oblique metion is ſoflow, as the 2ſoon, ( though tar 
more ſpcedy than any of the reſt) is yet above ſeven and twenty days 
in her coxrſe ? It their calculations be by their diurnal motion, it is im- 
poſſible to colle& the variows influences, which every title of a minute 
gives. Beſides, in cloſe rooms, where the windows are clozed ; the 
Fire, 
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trom the Stars to Han ; Who can read their fignifications ? Who hath 
rold their particular predictions ? Are they nor all meerly the wxcertain 
conjectures of men, which rarely hit, and often fail? & in Beaſts, in 
Birds, in Dreams, and all viary Omens, they are only the gheſlive inter- 
pretations of dim-cey'd Man : full of dowbr, full of deceit. How did the 
Twſcane Southſayers, and the Philoſophers that were with Julian, differ 
about the wourded Lion, preſented him, when he went to invade the 
Perſians ? How about the Lightning that flew Fovinianm, and his two 


theſe other ovſerwvations ; but this is then for general inclinations, not 


them. The ſecurcſt way is to live well; then we may be fure of a fair 
end, and a paſſable way, He thar lives virtzexſly, needs not doubt of 
finding a heppy Fate, Let my life pleaſe God, and I am ſure, rhe ſucceſs 
ſhall pleaſe me. Yirtue and Yice are both Prophets; the one of certain 
good ; the other, or of pain, or penitence. 


— 


- SC OEL. 
That 'tis beſt increaſing by alittle at once. 


Here is no ſuch prevalent workman, as ſedulity, and diligence. 
| A man would wonder at the mighty things, which have- been 
done by degrees, and gentle aygmentations. And yet there arc, that are 


would needs ſalute Alexander as a God: and Protogenes ſpent ſeven 


Fire, Perfumes, concourle of people, and the parental humonrs bar their 
{operation from the Child, Bur ſuppole there were a Fate transferr'd 


Horſes? Yet of the reſt, I believe there is more from the Stars, than| 


for particular events: Thoſe are ſure in the hands and Cabimes of the |- 
Almighty : and none but Prophets, thar he inſpires, are able to reveal} 


over-ready in the ways of pleaſizg and Jebour. . When diligence reaches} 
to humour and flattery, it grows poor, and wn-woble : And when to| 
Pride and Curioſity, it then Jooſes his (prasſe. -So the Prieſt of Ammon 


ears, in drawing Falyſus and his Dog : and a King of Perſia would|| 
a for a Preſent, adulterate Roſes with an artful ſmell, When theſe| 


The Heavens ſend not down their x4#-2 nfloods, but by drops, and dewy 


2 Vice. An hour in a day may much profit a man in his-ffudy ; when he 


[rime make a fock great. Nay, if a man-does but ſave, heſhall zzcreaſe, 
and though when the graizs are {catter'd, they be next to nothing: yet 
rogether, they will ſwell the heap. A poor may once found the #ag- of 
4 Point, and pur ir inthe /ep of his skirt':' one asked him, Vhar he 
could do with it > He anſwers, Whar I find all the year, (chough 


two are avoided, Diligence and Moderation are the beſt fteps, whereby | 
to climb ro = excellency. Nay, it is rare if there be any other way. 


diſtillatious. A man is neither good, nor wiſe, nor rich, ar once : yet| 
ſoftly creeping up theſe hills, he ſhallevery day bercer his proſpect ; till] 
ac laſt, he gains the #op.. Now he learns'a Virtue, and then he damns} 


makes it ſtint and cuſtom, Every year ſomething laid up, may: inf 


it be never fo licele) I lay it up ar home, till the years ends ; and with} 


that 


all rogerher, I every New-years day add a Difſþ ro my Cupboard, Hel 


— _ 


| 
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that has the patience to attend ſmall profirs, may quickly grow to| 
thrive and purchaſe : they be caſier to accompliſh, and come thicker, 
So, he that from every thing colle&s ſomewhat, (hall in time get a 
Treaſury of Wiſdom. And when all is done, for Man, this is the beſt 
way. It is for God, and for Omnipotency, to do mighty things in a 
moment : but, degreeingly to grow togreatmeſs, is the courſe that he 
hath left for 2/az. And indeed, to gain any.thing, 1s a double work. | 
For, firſt, it muſt remove the hinderaxces z next, it muſt aſſume the 
advantage. All good things, that concern Ma, are in ſuch a decl;- 
ring Eftate, that without perpetual vigilazcy, they will reſide, and 
tall away. . But then there is a Recomperſe, which ever follows 7x- 
dsſtry : 1t ever brings an Ixcome, that ſweetens the #0z/, I have often 
found hurt of Jdleneſs; but never of a lawful buſineſs. Nay, that 
which is not profitable in it ſelt,is yer made ſo, by being imployment: 
and when a Aſaz has once - accuſtomed himſelf to baſieſs, he 
will think it pleaſure, and be aſhamed of eaſe. Polemon, ready to aye, 
would needs be laid in his Grave alzve; and ſeeing the Sup ſhine, he 
calls his friends in haſt te hide him ; leſt (as he ſaid) ir ſhould ſee him 
ling. Beſides, when we gain this way, Practice grows into Habie : 
and by doing ſo a while,we grow to do ſo for ever. Ir alſo conſtirates 
a longer laſtingneſs, \Ne may obſerve, thoſe Creatures thar arc long- 
eſt in attaining their heigth, are.longeſt in declining. Mar is twenty 
years increaſing, and his life 1s forrſcore : but the Sparrow, that is 
fledge in a moreth, is dead-ina year. He that gets an Eſtate, will | 
keep it better, than he that fixas it. I will never think to be perfect 
at once. If I find: my ſelf a gainer at the years end, it ſhall ſome- 
thing comfort. me, that I am proceeding, I will every day labour 
tro do ſomething thatmay mengd:me ; though it be not much, ir will 
be the ſurer done... If I can keep Yice under, and win upon that which | 
is good, (though it be bura little at once ; } I may come to be berter | 
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XCVIII. 
Of God,” and the Air. 


Or Max to pray aright, is zeedful : but how to pray ſo, is difi- 
TL * cu/r. We muſt neither miſconceive of God, nor are we able right- 
ly to conceive him. VVe are told, he is a Spirit : and who can tell 
what a Spirit is > Can any man tell that, which no man ever ſaw 2 | 
[Har is able only to comprehend viſible ſubſtances ; what is inviſible, 
and ſpiritual, he can but gueſs and rove at, Spirit is a word, found 
out for 34z to mask his Z2zorance in : and what he does not know, 
he calls it by that name, VVhen we ſpeak of God, we are to believe 
an abiquity : but then, how are we able to conceive that this ab;- 
quity 1s 2 I ſpeak to Reaſon, not Faith; for I know, thi believeth 


| what it ſces not : Yet, ſomething to help Nature and Reaſon, I _ 
wW 
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wiſh a man to conſider the £7. Ir is everywhere ; not a vacuum! in 


condenſcd Earth, and it is at the point:of-your Spade: yow can fee 
nothing, bur before you (ce it, is 6per. tothe Arr ; and yer this Air, 
although you know, you cannot ſce. It is alſo izviolable :' caſt a 
ſtone, and you make no hole 13i't.: nay, an Axrom cannot pierce 1t :- it. 
clozeth again, and there is no-track lett, Nay, there be * Philoſophers 
that will tcl] you, the progreſſive motion of a ſlope calt, when the hard 
has left it, is from the Azr ir ſelf : that ſhutting ſuddenly after, and 
Nature impatient of a vacaity, it does with-a coattive power, thruft.it 


by the »20tzve wind and air, fly abour, and infet?, through their rarity 
and thinneſs. The Arr felt ever clarifies ; and is always working our 


—_—— 
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Rill forward, till it pafles againſt in/titutive Nature, who. made it, | 
to incline to the Cexter. Nor is it corruptible. We ſpeak tallly, when | 
we ſay, the Air infeteth. They are unwholeſome Yapours' and Ex- | 
halations, that putrid things breathe. out 3 and theſe, being carryed | 


that #4772, which would mix with it. Next, we can'do nothing, but 


ſaw a Woman bow lo much to the 4/tar, as ſhe left her back-parts bare; 


be the ſubſtileſt of all »2alewvolert ſpirits) cannot know, are not framed 
without this air. Evcry breath we take, it gocs unto our heart, to 
cool it. Our Yezns, our Arteries, our Nerves, our inmoſt Marrow, 
are all vivitied by their participation of 4ir: and ſo indeed is every 
thing that the wor/d holds : as if this were the Soul that gave it /we- 
lihood, Fiſhes, though they breathe not percepribly, yer we ſee, - the 
want of Air kills them : as when a /omg Froſt ſhuts up a Pond in Ice. 
Even Plants, which are but Yegetatives, will not grow in (aves,where 
the wwotive and ftirring Air is barred from them. We may often ob- 
ſerve, moreover ; that Heat and Moiſture is the only cauſe of all Ge- 


L would not wiſh a May to compare God, 
ment, Which is but a Creature : bur let him conſider of theſe proper- 
ties, and then by way of eminencie, let him in his Sox! ſet God above, 
and ſee if by this way, he climb nor nearer Deztie, than he ſhall by 
any other. - If this be ſo univerſal, why may he-not by this, think of | 
2 Spirit more diffufive-and ubiquicary > That which Ovid writ of| 
Poets, may be applyecd to all the wiſe, and come ſomething near to 


, 


Eft Dew in nobis, ſunt & commercia Cali ; | 
Sedibus eAfthereis Spiritus ille vent. 


'In us God dwells, Heaven our aquaintance ts, 
His Sperit flows through Airy Influences. | 
Cerrainly| 
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the Atr is privy to't : even the aCts of' lightleſs Clozets, 'and the thick-| 
curtain'd beds, are none of them done without it. VWhen Diogenes | 


he asked her, if ſhe were not aſhamed, to be ſo immodeſt to the Gods | 
behind her. Nay, our very thoughts, ' which the Devi! (though he} 


neration : and theſe are the qualities _ to the Air alone, Now, | 
the Creator, with this-Ele-| 


this purpoſe. | 


| Gat. 1. 
[the whole Natura rerwm: nay, you cannot evade it : Dig.the moft|, OWN 
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Certainly by this way, it is not ſo difficult for Reaſon to conceit. 
an Ommipreſence : and it we have this, we may by it peer at his 
Omniſciencg and Omnipotence too: for the one is as hard to conceive, 
as the other. Saint Auguſtine, when he has told us, that God is not 
an Objett perceivable by any of the Outward Senſes, lays ; Tamer 
aliquid eſt, quod ſentire facile eſt, explicare non peſſibile. So the ways 
of God, in Scripture, are compared to the flight of an Eagle in the 
Air, which no man can either trace or know. Surely therefore, when 
we arc to ſpeak to him, the beſt is, humbly to intrear his Spirit to 
inſpire ours in the way, and apprehenſion that may beſt 'pleaſe him, 
He is beſt able, by his ſecret zwmiſſion, ro direft us the way he does 
beſt approve of. And this cannor chuſe bur comfort the Good, when 
they know, the Searcher of the heart and repns is with them, and be» 
holds them. From this, 1 will learn to cheer my ſelf in ſufferings, 
and to refrain from zl, even in private. How can wan think to a his 
ill unſeen, when G O D ſhall;like the Ar,be circumſpiciows round about 
him 2 Ic is net poſſible, that ſuch a Majeſty ſhould citker not defend 
the I»pocent, or permit an zl unpuniſhed. wy 


— — 


X CIX. 
Of Contentment. 


Hey that preach Contentment to all, do but teach ſome how to 

| dwell in ziſerie : unleſs you will grant Content defire, and chide 
her bur for »wumuring. It is not a faulc to ſtrive to better our Eſtates ; 
which yet we ſhould never do, if we reſted fully content with what 
we enjoycd for the preſent, God hath alotted Man a metive mind, 
which is ever climbing to more perfet7ion, or falling into a lower Vice, 
Certainly, that Cextext which 1s without deſiring more, is a kind of 
fault in any. Perfefior is ſet in that height, that *tis impoſſible avor- 
tal bodied. man ſhould cver reach the Crows : Yet he ought ſtill to be 
aiming at it, and with an induſtrious perſecution, perſeverc in the rifing 
way. We cannot be too covetous at Grace ; we may well labour 
for more accompliſhments : and by lawful ways, and for good in- 
tents, there is no doubt, but *cis lawful to deſire ro zncreaſe, even in 
temporal wealth, Certainly, Man ſhould be but a dull Earth, to fir 
Rill and take the preſent : without either Joy, or Complaint : withour 
either fear, or appetite. In this, I like not Ariflgpus bis Dofriwe, 
who is hot in perſwading men, neither to be troubled at whar is paſt; | 
nor to think of what is z# cozze. This were quite to vilitie Providence: 
who is one of the Principal Guards of Man, For, though it be true, 
that nothing is ſo cer#«ix, but that it may ſometimes tail : yet, we 
ſee, it ſeldom does : and even Probability is almoſt certain, Let nor 
Man lo fleep in context, as that he neglect the means to make himſelf 
more happy and bleſſed : nor yet when the contrary of what he look'r 
for comes, let him 2#urmur or repine at that providence, which dil- 


pos'd 
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pos'd it to croſs his expetFation. I like the man, that is never content 
| with what he does enjoy : but by a ca/m and fair cowrſe, has a mind 


\ till riſing to a higher happimeſs : Bur I like not him, that is ſo much 


diſcontent, as to repine at any thing,that does befall him. Let him rake 
the preſent patiently, joyfully, thankfully, Bur let him ſtill be ſoberly 
in Qweſt tor better : and indeed, it is impoſlible to find a {fe fo hap- 
py here, as that we ſhall nor find ſomerhing, we would ad4; ſome- 
thing, 'we would take away. The world it ſelf, is not a Garden, where- 
in all the Flowers of Foy are growing : nor can one man injoy them, 
It ic were, that all were here, we may queſtionleſs conclude ; that 
there is ne abſolute contentment here below. Nor can we in reaſon 
think there ſhould be : (ince whatſoever is created, was created rending 
to ſome end ; and till it arrives at thar, it cannot be fully at reſt. Now 
we all know, God to be the end, to which the ſoul neck - and till ir 
be diſmanacled of the clogging fleſh, it cannot, approach the preſence 
of ſuch parity, ſuch glory : when ir meers with God, and is united to 
him, who is the ſpring, and ſource of all ir#e happineſs ; then it may 
be calm, and pleaſed, and quiet : till then, as 7hificians hold of health, 
thar the beſt is but Nes#rality : So itis of happineſs; and content, in| 
the ſoul: Nay, the moſt abſolute content may can enjoy, in his cor- 
ruptible ragpgs of earth, is indeed, but lefler diſcontentment ; Thar 
which we find here moſt perfe&, is rather meer Utopian, and Imagi- 
native, than real, and ſubſtantial : and is ſooner found falling from a 
Poets pen, than any way truly enjoyed by him, that ſwims in the deep-' 
eſt ſtream of pleaſure ; and of theſe, in ſtead of many, you may take 
that one of AMartials : | 


Vitam que faciunt beatiorem, 

Tucundiſſime Martialis, hac ſunt : 

Res non parts labore, ſed relicts ; 

Non-ingratus Ager, Focus perenn, 

Lis nanquam, Toga 1414, Mens quicta, 

Vires ingenue, Salubre Corpwe, 

Prudens Simplicitas, pares Amici, 

Convittus facilis, fine arte menſs ; 

Nox non ebria, ſed ſoluta cur : 
Non triſtis torus, attamen pudicas ; | 
Somnus, qui faciat breves tenebr as. 

Quod fis, eſſe welis, nihilg ; mals ; 


Summun nec metuss diem, nec optes. 


Things that can bleſs a fe, and pleaſe, 

Sweetelt Martial, they are theſe : 

A fore well left, not gain'd with zo#/ ; 

A heuſe thine own, and pleaſant ſoy!, 

No frife, ſmall fate, a mind at peace, 

Free ſtrength, and limbs free from diſcaſe, 
X 
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Wile Innocent, friends like and good, 
Unarted-meat, kind neighbourhood, 
No drunken reſt, from cares yet free ; 
No ſadning ſpouſe, yet chaſte to thee : 
Sleeps, rhat long nights abbreviate, 
Becauſe *tis liking, thy wiſh't State : 
Nor fear d, nor joy'd, at death or fate, 


But where ſhall you find a man thus ſeaſoned ? if it be for a while, 
itlaſts not : but by one, or other accident, he is tofled in the waving 
world, And this made Diogenes relolve ; unto Fortune, to oppole his 
confidence, and reſolution; to the Law, Nature ; and to his Afﬀettions, 
Reaſon, This was good, but not well : we have Grace, and _— 
for a better guid than Natwre. I would beſo content with whatT have, 
as I would ever think the preſent beſt : but then I would think it beſt, 
bur for the preſent : becauſe, whenſoever I look forward, I till ſee 
better ; to arrive at which my ſou/ will long, and cover, The ſoul 
that by but half an eze ſees GOD, will never be but winging, till ſhe 
alights on Him, 


C. 


How be muſt live, that lives well. 

F 7 Hoſover negles his duty to himſelf, his neighbour, or his 
God ;. halts in ſomething, thar ſhould make lite commendable. 
For our ſetves, we need order ; for our neighbour, Charity ; and for; 
our Goa, our Reverence, and Humility : and theſe arc ſo certainly linked | 
'one to another, as he that lives orderly, cannot but be acceprable, | 
both ro G OD, and the World. Nothing jars the worlds Harmony, like 
men that break their ranks. One #urbulent ſpirit will diflentiate even 
the Calmeft Kingdom. We may fee the beauty of order, in nothing 
more, than in ſome Prixcely Proceſſion : And though indeed, the cir- 
cumflances, and complements belonging to State, be nothing to berter 
overnment ; yet by a ſecret working in the minds of men, they add a 
LReverence to State : and awe, the (clſc-looſe) rabble. Sec a King in 
Parliament, and his Nobles {et about him : and ſee how mad he ſhows 
that wildly dazces out of his room. Such is ez, when he ſpurns ar the 
Lew he lives under : Nay, when he gives himſclt leave to rranſereſs, 
he muſt needs put others out of their way : and he that diſorders 
himſelf firſt, ſhall trouble all the Company. Did every may keep his 
own life ; what a concord in Mufick would a world, a Kingdom, a City, 
a Family be > But being ſo.infinitely disjoynred, it is neceſſary ſome 
ſhould kelp it, and be charitable. 1f no man ſhould repair the breaches, 


? 


Z ſoon would all lye flatred in demzoliſhments? Love is ſo excellent, 


hat, though ir be but to ones ſelf alone, yet others ſhall partake and, 


nd the benefit. Poſterity will be the bertct for the Beggs that the! 


Coveromus 
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Coverow hoarded up tor himſelf, Bur when a man ſhall be ever ftriv- 
ing to do the world a courteſie, his leve is ſo mach the more thank- 
worthy, by how much the good is larger, Without Charity, a man 
cannot be ſoctable : and take away that, and there is little elſe, that a 
man has to do in the wor/d, How pleaſant can good company make his 
life beneath > Certainly, if there be any thing ſwee? in meer Huma- 
»Hy, it is in the zntercourſes of beleved ſectety, when every one ſhall 
be each others Counſellogr, each others friend, and Mine, and Solace. 
And ſuch a pleaſart life as this, I take to be the beſt pleaſing, both to 
God and cMan, Nor yet can this be truly pleaſant, unleſs a max be 
careful ro give to G OD the honexry that he ows him. When a Mar 
ſhall do Yu perform his duty to his Aakey ; he (hall find a peace 
within, that ſhall fic him for whatſoever falls. He ſhall not fear him- 
ſelt : for he knows his courſe is Order, He ſhall not fear the world : 
for he knows he hath done nothing, that has anger'd it, He ſhall nor 
be afraid of Heaves ; for he knows, he there ſhall find the favour of 
a Servant, of a Sox ; and be protedted againſt the malice and the ſpleen 
of Hell. Let me live thus, and I care not, though the world ſhould 
flout may Innocence ; 1 wiſh but to obey Saint Bernard, then I know 1 
cannot but be happy, both below, and after. Tu qui in Congregatione 
85, bene vive, ordinabiliter, ſociabiliter & humiliter : rdinabilins tibi, 

ſoeiabiliter proximo, humiliter Deo. 


Omnia Deo. 


2 


— 


157 


— 


OSSSOS SS SO SOS SSD AAAS ISSSASSSSACASSSSORSNDS 


RESOLVES: 


Divine, Moral, Political, 


A Ee yn AA A — 


I. 
Of Idle Books. 


\D LE BOOKS are the lices:ate folkes of the | 
p Age; that, like a corrupt air, i»fe# whereſoever 
they come. Some are fuple ; and theſe, beſides 
® making the Author ridicalexs, ſeldom hurt the 
Reader with more then loſs of time : For' if he 
hath any ſenſe he will grow wiſer by the folly 
that is preſented him : as drunkards are often) cu- 
red by ſeeing the beaſtlineſs of others that are ſo, 
He hath extream ill luck, , that rakes pains to be laugh'dat, when he 
might at once both have ſpared his labour, and preſerved his credit. 
Bur he that hath not F#dgement to cenſure his own, will hardly come 
to be mended by admenition. And beſides ; the leaſt caution is to' be 
given of theſe, For a man will no more dwell in one of theſe' than a 
Travailer of quality, will lodg in an Alchouſe or Booth. It was Cice- 
ro's, Lettionem fine ulla deleftatione negligd, Ac hated reading where no 
pleaſure dwelt. As cobwebs theſe, by then that are Neat will be ſwept 
away, and it they hang (till, they catch bur only flyes. - 

Another ſort are wanton and /aſciviow : and theſe like rank fleſb 
unſalted , when they ſhould prove wholeſome food, carry. a taint 
that poyſons ; ſoin the end they enliven only Yermine, and do beget bur 
ſtench. 'Tis true, Wit is naturally readier at this than any other Theme, 
Yet the belt is never obſcene. As the dry light is the pureſt, lo is wit, 
when it is zerſe and ſpruce without the fulſomneſs of uogentile lan- 
Juage. The old Law forbad the toach of any thing that was wnclean. 
A man may know that hand to have nced ot waſhing, from berwixt | 


Charattey art beſt : bur for the moRt part it-bred perſons are the moſt} 
debauteh't. Civility is the Correttion of manners: And though it ſuch 
works ſhould be quaint in Language, yct are they but as wnſavoury 
breaths perfumed ; there is only a more precious ſtink, which cer- | 
tainly ſhews either what the Comverſation hath been, or whar the] 
Inclination is : For more then ſpeech, is the pex, the minds interpre- 
ter. As the breaking qurt of 7tch and Bars ſhew the body is not not 


Can, 11. 


whoſe fingers the Ink that drops is foul. Yiciows or a Clows is his} 
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Cznr. I], jcleer : fo loſe and unrinsdexprefitons are the purulent and ſpurcitions | 
WAN | exhalations 0: a corrupted mind, ſtain'd with the unſeaſonedneſs of the: 


| | | 
Yet donbtleſs if we reſpei? humane ſociety, writings that are ſran-| 
dalous are worſe than theſe. *Tis a kind of barbareuſneſs in death unto ! 
tlc dead : for though both be alive at the publiſhing, yer Printing is 
a kind of perpetuity, and carryeth to future ages both the Authors ma- 
lice and the parties infamie that is traduced. ' A book, that brands a 
perſon with Indignities, is his Zots wife 1n a pillar of ſalt: It remains 
2 Monument of diſgrace. The malitions writer 1s like the Bee, Animan 
in vulnere porit : he puts his ſoul into the wownd he makes, and drowns 
himſelf for ever after : For the vemome which he vents himſelf, lazies 
his reputation with others. Aulti cum ali maledicunt, fibi ipſis convi- 
tium faciunt, Was an obſervation of Semeca's, *Tis unnoble to tra- 
duce the abſent, though provok't by-paſſion : bur to diſplay a mans 
malice in writing, is deliberate wickedreſs ; ro which (with his own | 
diſgrace) he ſers his hand and ſeal ; and docs an injwary for which he 
cannot make amends ſufficient, tor admit he does retrat# in publick, 
he is not ſ#re all that ſaw his firſt book ſhall come to read his laft 
And then what c«ſe is he in that dyes in divulging premeditated wrong > 
As witches paſs by all the wholeſome fimples of the earth, and gather 
only poyſonous and baxeful for their Sorceries : So the ſpiteful per picks 
{out only the vices and corruptions of men, but leaves their v1rtmes bu- 
ryed and untouched, which juſtly but remembred might balance all 
their failings. Like Toads they gather up only the vexome of the gar- 
den: and as our geld-finders they have the honour in the _ and 
darkneſs to dive in fench and Excrements. But above all to abuſe the 
dead is moſt deadly. The dead is as the Fatherleſs and Widow, whoſe 
cauſe, becauſe they want defenders, God himſelt will vindicate. How 
5 te the gallantry of man is it, to #37 a7nize upon the wxndefenfible and 
ſenſeleſs > The brave ſoul (corns advantages. Is it reaſonable in 
Arms to fight againſt the z«ked? To meet my exemy without a Wea- 
por is his protection, It I be provided, The dead are tamely paſſive, 
and ſhould the diſhonexur of them be tolerated, what fame could reſt 
unblaſted in the grave > Certainly that per is ill made, that inſtead of 
cutting a cleer letter, leaves a blot, When Ageſfilaws was preſented 
with Zyſanders treaſonable Letters, and was about to read them in 
the head of his Army, he was told Zyſander was dead : and this took! 
him of his purpoſe. He beats the air and Combazs Ghoſts, that wounds | 
the departed from /ife. | 
Next to theſe are the Heretical, Theſe ſeed the world with Tares, 
like 21! plants in a good ground, it they be let grow to ſeed, they ſow 
themſelyes, and perperuate their corruptions to after ps 
The Heretique muſt needs be obſtinare and arrogant; for by preſum- 
ing on his own ſenſe, he grows 1ncorigible. He is the higheſt Papall 
man in the World. For he ſes up himſelf above the Church and all! 
her DofFors. While he cries dowz: others for infallible, he lifts _ 
=[f 


| 
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ſc}; up ro be ſo. His preſumption mutt needs be weft, that builds more CaNT. Il. | 
on his own Tenet, than upon the matare judgment of all the ſuccefſove| Vo 
Fathers, As it God had reaealed more to him, than to all the pillars 
and propagators of his Church. | It he will have 4berty given him to 
maintain his owa 9p:zoxs, Why ſhould not Reaſon tell him that others 
will expect the like for themſelves ? Saint Azgxſtine tells us that he is 
an Heretique, -Qui pro alicujus temporatis Commodi, & maxime glorie 
principatwsq; ſn gratia, falſas ac novas opiniones, gignit aut ſequitur, 
That for ſome temporal profit, and tor the glory ot his own preemi- 
ence, either Authors,or Perfifts in ſome new and falſe opinions. Uſu- 
ally they are for exds 2nd /ztereſt ; And then how infinitely docs he 
offend, who will byaſs Gods Truths, and deſcend and bow them to his 
corrupted Zerefit ? He raiſes himſelf above God, under the pretenſe 
of ſerving him, and fins more in his grave, and dead, than when he 
was ative. For he poyſons from jrrn—__ to gexeration. And, which 
is worſt of all, he offends till the world's ena, in a book which cannot 
Repert. 6. | 
Bur above all, the profane are to be avoyded ; The very reading 
is an wnhappyneſs, but a ſecond peruſal, guilt, and approbation : The 
Heretick wiſunderſtands Religion, bur'the Profanc does ſcorn it. Such 
the very Heathen admitted nor to ſacrifice ; The Prophane, ſaies one, 
is he, Qui nthil habet ſacri, qui ſacra negltgit, wiotat, (onculcat : Who 
hath nothing of Religion in him, bur negle&ts, deſtroys and ſpurns 
at all that's ſacred. He is indeed the prattical Atheiſt, that contemn- 
ing Heaven, hath more than the meer Paga» forgot himſelf ro be man, 
Itis/a ſtrange kind of ſaucineſs for man to! Feſ# with God. He that is| 
well-bred cannot but abominate ſuch ritdeneſs. He is a Clown to Hea- 
ven, that makes himſelt roo familiar with the Deity, He vapours 
away his ſoul in air that by his pe» or rogue would caſt a diſerace 
upon God, If man compacted of /nfirmities be fo Fealows of his 
Honour, that with the hazard of his 4fe, he dares dwe// him that 
tains it; How will God, that made man with this Fealoufie, be zealous 
of his ewx honour by puniſhing ſuch as wildly do deſpiſe it ? How. in- 
finitely will the ſuperſtition of the Fews cry down the loſe neglet# of 
our times ? Prophaneneſs is bur a little leſs daring blaſphemy; and at 
hearing this, they us'd to be ſo exteſi'd and impaſ/iow'd, as preſently to 
tear their garments : ſo St, and Paul, St. Barnabas,in As the 14 Such 
Reverence had they to the Name of God, that they held it an offenſe 
to think of him in any Noyſome place. Every day was the mouth to be 
waſh d, leſt Gods Name hould come out of a foul place, AnJ in a 
ſtool. Room they were all left-handed becauſe with the right they wrote 
the name of God and Angels. Shall the C/ay grow inſolent againſt the 
potter, ot the worm offer to'perk it up ar the face of Man Beware of 
the profane and ſcorner. He that neg /efFs God will make no {cruple of 
betraying" Man; If he (its looſe to Heaven, he will never hold firm to 
Earth, but for himſelf will forſake bis Friends, having done ſo already 
toGod, that yet gives Nim+all. Any of rhele are the plagae in paper, 
| a NESS which) 
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CznT.II |which he is in much danger of catching chat comcs bur berween the 
LW [ſheets Nor can he offend alone. A corrupt Book is an Amphisbens :' 
A Serpent headed at either end ; one bites him that reads, the other | 
tings him that writes, For if I be corrupted by his pen, the guilt | 
grows his, as well as wine, although the grave holds him. will 
not write, leſt I hurt-my ſelf, and poſterity. I will not read left I hurt | 
my ſelf and Predeceſſors : They that dye of the peſtilence are not lefs 
infettious laid forth, than when they are alive, The body of thar 
wickedneſs ſhews poyſox, which continues working longer than /ife, 
and when all the ſexe is gone. A fooliſh Sextexce dropt upon paper | 
ſets folly on a Hill, and is a monument to make Infamy eternal. | 


— 


I T. 
Of Humility. 


E that means to build /a/ting, muſt lay his foundation /ow : 
As in moory grounds they erc& their Houſes upon pilcs driven 
deep into the ground : So when we have to doe with men that are 
boggy and rottew, our Converſation would be unſound and and zotter- 
ing, if it were not founded upon the Graces of Humility ; which by 
reaſon of their ſlewderneſs pierce deep and remain firm. The prond 
may, like the early ſboots of a new-fell'd Coppice thruſts out full of ſap, 
green in leaves and freſb in colour ; but bruiſes and breaks with every 
wind, is nipt with every little cold, and being rop-heavy, is wholly 
unfit for uſe. Whereas the humble man retains it in the roor, can 
{abide the Winters killing blaſts , the ruMing concuſſions of the 
wind, and can indure far more than that which does appear ſo flou- 
riſhing. Like the Pyramis, he hath a large foundation, whereby his 
height may be more Eminent, and ſtill the higher he is, the lefler doth 
e draw at thetop ; as if the nearer Heaven, the ſmaller he muſt ap- 
pear. And = 5 f the nigher Man approacheth to Celeſtsals, and the 
more he doth conſider God, he ſees the more to make himſelf wile 
in his own eſteem. VVhen the Falcon flies higheſt, ſhe leflens her 
ſelf moſt, and by ſo doing, hath the merc command of her game. 
And then this uſually falls our, That he which wales himſelf leaſt, 
ſhall by others be prized moſt. Nature ſwells when ſhe mects a check, 
but ſubmiſſion in us to others, begets ſubmiſſion in others to us. Force 
docs but compel our bodjes ; when Civility and Manſuetude docs calm 
land captivate even the r ed temper of the rude and boyſterowe, and, 
like a gentle Zexirive, diſipates and aflwages the Tumors of the moſt 
elated Mind. Humility is the foot-ſloel, without which Man can hard- 
ly get up to the bed of Howour, The proud man is certainly a fool, 
I am ſure, let his parts be what they will, in being proad, he is ſo. 
One thing may afluredly perſwade us of the Excellency of Humility. 
It is ever found to dwe// moſt with men that are moſt gallanr. *Tis a 


flower that proſpers not in {can and berren ſoils, but in a ground mow 
rich, 
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rich, it flouriſhes and 1s beautitu], Give me a man that's humble our 
of judgement, and I can find him full ot al! parts. Charles the fifth, 
| was as brave in holding the Caxadle to his deperting Vifitants, as when 
| he was #roop'd about with his Victorious Officers, The Legiſlative 
| Monarch Moſes, that was the firſt and greateſt Divine, Stateſ-man, 
| Hiſtorian, Philoſopher, and Poet, who, as a valiant General, led 1/rael 
| out of Egypt, was renown'd with Afzracles, that could row! up the 
waves to paſs his men, and tumble them down again upon his Ene- 
mies, was 4 Type of Chriſt, (tyled « friend of God, and (as Eccleſi- 
aſticus tells us) beloved both of God and men : yet was he meek above 
all that were upon the face of the Earth. And, leſt our provwd duft 
| ſhould think it a diſparagement to be humble, we are commanded by 
| our Saviour to lcarn it ot him, who tells us the benefit will be, reſt 
| to owr ſouls. We are (cnt to the Piſmire for Induſtry, to the Lyon for 
| valour, to the Dove for Twnocence, tothe Serpent for wiſdom ; but for 
Humility unto God himſeif, as an attribute more peculiar to his Ex- 
cellence : And certainly, it we ſhall but contemplate him, we ſhall 
find him able for all, either that we can, or, cannot conceive : yet 
by his up-holding and ſublevaminous Providexce, according to his 
meer will he orders, guides, and governs all, No man ever loſt efteews 
with wiſe men, by ſtoopipg to an honeſt lowneſs when there was occa- 


and a General of Nations, deſcending to aFoet-mans office in lifting 
up the boot ef a Coach : yet never thought it an eclipſe to either 
of their dignities. The Text does give it tothe Publicans dejectedneſs 
rather than to the Phariſees boaſting. That ſhip wauts Ballaſt that floats 
upon the top of the waters : and he may.well be ſuſpe&ed to be de- 
fedtive within, that would pull on reſpet# ro himſelt by his undue 
| aſſuming it. What is that man worſe that lets his inferior go before 
|/him ? The folly is in him that takes it when not due + but the pro- 
| dence reſts with him, that in the ſereneneſs of his own worth does not 
value it, In (hows of State, the meane(ſt marches firſt. I am not 
troubled, if my Dog out-runs me. The Sws chides not the morning 
Star, though it preſume to uſher day before him. My place is only 
where I am ar preſent ; bur that wherein.I am not, 15 not mine. 
While the proud man bultles in the ftorm, and begers himſelf Ene- 
mics,\ the Pendle peaceably paſles in the ſhade unenvy'd. The full 
ſayl over-ſers the Veſſel, which drawn. in, may make the voyage 
proſperous. Who is't that pitties Hewar, when only Mordecates 
uprightneſs in the gate ſhall ſicken him > He ſure is queefie ſtomach't 
{that mult per, and puke, atluch a trivial circumſtance. Humility pre- 
; vents diſturbance : It rocks debate a\leep, and keeps men in continued 

eace, Men rcft not while they ride in fete, or hurry it in a furious 
| charge : but when they humble themſelves ro the Earth, or a Couch, 
refreſhing fleep does then becalm their zoy/s and cares, When the 
'two Goats on 4 narrow Bridge met over 2 deep ſtream, was not he 
the wiſer that lay down for thayother to pals over himy than he that 
| Y would 


fion. I have known a great Duke to fetch in wood to his Inferiors fire; 
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CzNT. Ib [would rather hazard both their lives by contending ? he preſerv'd him 
WV [elf from danger, and made the other become debter to him for his 
ſafety. I will never think my ſelf diſperag'd, eithcr by preſerving 
peace, or doing goed, He is charitable, that out of Chriſtian ends can 
be content to part with his 4xe : but he that would rake it from me, 
wrongs not me {o much as he does himſelf. I have ever thought ir 
Indiſcretion to wie it in continued firife : Prevailing 1s but wittory in 
[part ; his pride may ſtill remain wvconquer'd. It * be ſubdued ; be- 
fide my ſhame, I purchaſe his contempt ro boot, Vi'hen yielding our 
of pradence, triumphs over all, and brings him in to be -2ize, I had 
rather be accounted t# much humble, than eſteemed a little proud : 
That tends to virtue and wiſdows ; this to diſheonour and wice, Even 
in Gold the ſtiffeſt is the baſeſ ; but the pure, by being duftible, 
keeps whole. 
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LIL. 
Of Religion and Morality. 
O render a man perfet?, there is requiſite both Re/igrox and 
Nature; that is, Faith and «Morality, But fome will tell me, 
there needs but one ; Religion comprehends both : Aud certainly, 
the Chriſtian Religion parcly praftiſed, will do ſo; for it reffifies and 
confirms the Law of Natare ; and purging man from Corruption by 
faith, preſents him jaſtified, and a fulfiller of the Law, which Nature 
cannot do. Religio more properly reſpe&s the ſervice of God ; yer! 
takes care of Men.tow. Morality looks moſt to our converſation with 
men : yet leaves us not when we come to God and Keligion. I confeſs, 
I underſtand nor, . why ſome of our Divines have ſo much cry'd down 
Morality. A Moral man with ſome, is but another word for a Repre- | 
bate : Whereas truely, Charity and probability would induce us to 
think, That whoſoever is morally honeft, is {o out of conſcience in obe- 
azence to the commands of 'God, and the Inflinctments of Nature, (o 
framed and qualified by "God himſelf, rather than our of finifey, 
lower, or leſs noble ends: And therefore, I hold it to be moſt true, 
chat as 7rue Religion cannot be without Morality ; no more can Mora- 
lity that is right, be without Relig5on, I look upon ic as the Primitive 
and Everlaſting Law and. Religion of man : which, inſtamped in his 
ſoul at his Creation, is a Rey arifing trom the 7»4ge of God, Till 
the Law was given, what Religion had he bur his own Morality, for 
almoſt 2060 years? It was the worlds Religion, What was it elſe 
that raught man to pray, and humble himſelf ro a Deity ; when he had 
done amiſs, to make Offertories to appeaſe an angred Goa-head , and to 
think of ways of expiation? And when the Law was promulgated in 
Tables of flone to (hew the perpetuity of it ; Was it not the ſame 7e- 
axced to literal Precepts, which even in the worlds Infancy was Writ- 
ten in the hearts of man > The Judivial and Ceremonial Law - the 
ews, 
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Fews,. we {ce aboliſht at,our Saviours coming. But the Decalogue, 
becaule *ris Moral, holds: We find it allo barcly Preceptive and 1m- 
perial. Do this, Or, Do not do this, without a reaſow given (unleſs; in 
ſome out of the conſequence) becauſe being Moral there needed none. 


| The reaſon was in each mans heert before: not only among the Jews, 


[ 


but the Gentiles allo.. 'It. was the Univerſal Religion of the world; 


| which God art firſt gave.man : So pregnant in the minds of all ; Thar 


it was ſufficient in lome good meaſure to curb the looſe exorbitancies 
df depraved. Nature,,. and lead her up towards her duty. VWhat 
Barbarous Heathen condemns not in his Conſcience, what the Law 
prohibits ; or applauds not what it does command ? Of this the great 
Apoſtle ſpake, where he tells us; That when the Gentiles, which 


| have- not the Law, do yet naturally the things contained. in the Law, 


they are a law to themſelves. Even Reaſon, which is Nature, leads a 
man up to Religions Palace, though it ſhow us not all the privere 
rooms Within it, It brings us into the Preſence, though not into the 
Privy Chamber. It u(hers us to Faith ;. which rightly ſtated, is little 
more than rarificd and pure Celeſtial Reaſons, For of Faith, there is 


Humane - Perſpicience , 1 can believe it rather ſuper-elevated, than 
contradiitive. to our Reeſow, When Man comes to Faith, he then 


he bur lifrs up Natwre to a higher ſcale. Religion and Yirtwe is but 
Nature better bred, more. immediately deducing its Original from 
God the Author and Fountain .of all that is good : faitable co this, is 
that which the Orazor-rells us, where (de /egibus) he makes Yirtue 
nothing elſe, bur pexfet# Nature raiſed to its full ſablimity. And be- 
{ides the School-men, 1 have met with a Divine, declaring, That Reh- 
gioeſt omninm Moralium virtutun Nobdliſſima, Religion is the Nobleſt 
of all Moral virtues. And it is Cornelias 4 Lapide, Reaſon can tell us, 
That having offended, (without ſatisfation) we are lyable tu puniſb- 
ment. It can ſet us to ſearch for a Saviour, though it cannot find him 
for us in his gracious Cortriverces, and {ublime, nmernſities : Even 
the Goſpel in 1ts larger part is Moral, The Law is the Compendium 
of Morality, and the Goſpel is the Compendium of the Zaw, Upon 
loving God above all, and our Neighbour 4s our ſebves, hang all the Law 
and the Goſpel. And this as the concreated. Rule with Man, 1s that! 
which the Apoſtle calls the Royal Laws which it we fulfil, we do, 
well, 1 find in moſt Religions, ſome Terents that are deſiruitive to; 
Humaxity, though not in the firſt ſanttion and frame of Religion; 
yet in time brought in by particular Profeſſors, who. have lett po-! 
feerity their diſciples. The. very Series and. Foundations. of Religion, 


by ſuch astheſe have been d;ſpens'd with, under the pretenſe of pub- 


like Intereſt to bring in particular Deſigns. But the true Chriſtian Re» 


ligions, when they be cut out into SefFs,they run to drvifies, and ang. 
| f TS 3 


reaſon to be given : And though it be ſer in a height, beyond our 


runs out of himſelt ; but not ar all againſt himſelf. By his wirtue,) 


ligion and the' true Morality dares not do a wrong, nor ſo much as} 
ofead neceſſity, whereby ſuffering, it may be avoyded., Even in all Xe-' 
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it were Nobler to nndergo a ſelf-deaying or force Sufferance, than by 


|teor, Liberty; yet in the Yiolators of a juit Anthority, *tis cither at 


|no means Re/zg70n to be imitated, To creumuent men into Sxares of 
[either Zife or Efate or Liberty , To Infidiate and intrap the unſaſpi- 
| cions and well-meaning man, To grow great and Riſe by my Neigh-| 
| bours fall, to which I have contributed ; To azadve a man for ating 


| feffiox by the underhand complications of fraud and collufios, How na- 
{rural was it in the Royazs to have their blouds riſe at Zucizs HMarcus; 
{for that by ſubtilties wiles and craft he went about to facilitate his! 
1Y4tories againſt the 2ſacedonian Perſeus > When AMeander of Samos 
{flying to the Sparrezns from the Perſian Forces, declared what wealth 


| their Governony ; Cleomenes Ee repairs to the Sexate : And tells 


|perſmwade ſore Spartan to be wicked. The name of Great had not been 
| undeſervedly given to Alexarder, for telling one that perſwaded him | 
to take the Advantage of 4 dark night to ſet upon his Enemy Darins: 
No, ſays he, 1had rather repent my Fortune than bluſh at my Viltory : 


RESOLVES. 


Like little Rs from /arge Rzvers, they ſuffer not the ftones to reſt, 
bur rattle and make a noiſe with their ſhallowneſs, white the 'main ; 
Stream, by reaſon of his deepneſs, is both ſmooth and filenr., Men 
chat arc of depraved and harſh ajſpoſirions, are apreſt to become | 
Seftaries ; and when ſuch come once to be dit in Religion, (for to be! 
well waſhed, clenſcth) they arc uſually more viralent than any other » 
ſort of men. If they had the grounds of forality, even the goodneſs | 
of Nature would make them 72-oppreſzve, and dictate ro them, That | 


Singularity and the Moreſity of an Eager ſpleen give a publick Diſtnr- 
bance, perhaps to the wnhindging of the whole frame of Government. 
Certainly, however the pretext be Religion, and that miſleading Me- 


ill Nature, or a fiifter end, which draws them to perliſt in'r, 'It there | 
were (harity, (without which all Rcligion is vain) no man would 
preferr a ſelf-immmnnity, before a general peace, Therefore let men 
be never ſo ſpecioms in the formal profeſſion and Verbalities of Religion, 
when I {ce them ad things atk Aweldy.ond ſuch as are deftrnttive 
to Hwmaxe Society; Ifhall be content to call ir Craft or Policy, but by 


Hogeſty and Conſcience ; To delude the world by ' vows and promiſes ; | 
To falſyfie Oaths and publick Manifeſtoes ; To be proateal of the bload | 
and ves of others ; To Uift them out of the worlg fot exds ; To| 
impropriate my ſelf into that which is not mize, Topretendpne thing, 
and a& the Coxtrary : Thele and the like being againſt the Rules of 
Morality, let them carry what face they will, Religion may be the 
Paint, but never the Complexion of ſuch Aftlns. He that is not Mo» 
rally Honeſt, whatſoever gloſs his Religion bears, he wears it but in 
water-colowrs, which either a warm breath or a wet ſtorm will melt 
away or bJemiſh. Methinks I find the ſoundneſs of Heathens purrifig 
the bluſh upon the praftice of Chriſtians, who ſtain their ſincere. pro- 


he had brought along, and how much he would give to Cleomenes 


them, 7t would be well if they baniſht their Samian gueſt, left he might 


And in a Chriftien it deſerv'd 8 high applauſe, Conraal the firſt Empe- 


—_— CC E_S 


rour 


_ 4 


| 


—_ ——  —— ——  — — 


"RESOLVES 


— —— 


CE En err i Seo tes 


165 


— * 


rour of Germany; who when Adfices (who perſiſted in his Fathers CENTalt. 


Rebellion) not being able to defend himſelf againſt the Emperours, 
puitlance, fled to Walderzors Duke of Bphemir, and he after promi-4 
ling protection and aſſiſtance (ro work his own ends) privately treated | 
with che Enipcrour fotdelivering him-into his kexds.. The Empe- 
rours Herorck Heart, diſdaining ſo baſe a Treachery,or to gain an Bne- 
my by Complyaace with ſo great-unworchineſs, ſent Word to Mificas 
That he wonld do well either to ſubmit himſelf to him,” or provide hims- 
ſelf of a ſurer Santtuary ; -for that his pretending fgiewd would 'betray 
him. Doubtleſs there is'a moral Gallariry in Netare that will lead 
a man to any thing bur poorneſs and 7xdire/Zion.. And: certainly,” 'tis 
more ſafe to truſt a poor good Natur'd Publican, thanany ſupercilious 
and high pretending Pharifee. I ſhall furely much ſoſpe# that ' Reki- 
gion, which hath not got the maiſtery of Pride, Inremperance; 'and 
Deceit. There is a genuine Cleerneſs that looks braver than all: rhe 
nick-nam'd ſtrong abilities of over-reaching. To be a Mar an{we- 
rable to Davids Quzries in his 15 Pſalm (which dv all point at our 
Converſe with men.)In the beginning it makes him dwell in Gods Taber- 
nacle, in the end zt fets him immoveable. The Apoſtle ſects to 
couple both rogerther'when he tells us 5 That fearing God and working 
Righteouſneſs, makes 4 Man acceptable in what Nation ſoever he be. 
The 1:molation of Beaſts and the'other coſtly Oblations in the: Law 
were the Higheſt outward duties of Religion that we read of ; Yet ne- 
ver prized like the Intireneſs of an honeſt Heart, endeavouring in all 


things to bear 4 good Conſcience towards God and towards Men, If wel. 


believe Solomon, the Prophets, and the Apoſtles ; they will tell us, 
That to c_—_ and Fndgement is more acceptable than ſacrifice, *Tis 
Charity and wnſpetteaneſs that is the pare and wndefiled Religiow. And 
indeed God hath no zeed of our Service, were it not for our own| 
avail, But man hath. And parſ#axt to this, there are VI Com= 
mandements re{ating to an, and but IV tro God : Yet indeed be- 
cauſe they cannot be divided they all make up one Law. The world 
conſiſted of two ſorts of people, Fews and Gentiles, The true worſbip 
of the Deity was diſcovered but to oe. Bur the Hforal Law relating 
ro man was Naturally impoſed on both : and when both partics c#- 
firm it, why ſhould any decyy it? I rake that to be good Divinity,though 
I have it from the Roman Perſims, | | 


Fa | 
Quin dams id Superis, de magna quod dare lance 
Nen poſit magnt Meſſale lippa propape : 
Compoſitum Tas, Faſq; Anim, Santtoſq; receſſus 
Ment, &+ incotum generoſo pettus Homeſto, 


Let's give-God, what XMefizlle's blear ey'd Race, 
Cannot in their huge incenfe-Charger place , 


\ Reſolved Right; Pure Thoughts ; A mind raif'd high ; 
A ſoul ingrain'd with Noble Honeſty. 7 
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| augment, or diminiſh. They felf fie ſo long-the ſcience of Arithmerick, 


| leave a flawe in every field they pals through. Falſbood, like duſt calt 


{even to the Bary at Tribunals ; and there perverteth Fudgment, A ſe- 


lin his way 2 VVe can never come at cither peace or jaſtice, if we be | 


Trazities. And beſides he that often Hes gn diſcourſe, when he zeeds 


{only #7ward to himſelf, all that is without him is not ſet by. Ard 
{doubtleſs Humanity hath not a worſe Companion, than he that ſingu- 
{/arly loves himſelf... Think not to live long in peace if thou comverſeft 
[with a izg man. Nor canſt thou think to live long in Reputation : | 
{You can neither freely relate any thing after him, nor pals a right 
{judgment upon any thing he ſpeaks. If you believe him, you are 
| decefved : It you do not believe him, tc takes it as an affront. The | 
1 way is cither to paſs him by, as not minded; or check him a little 
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1b WA 
| Of Truth and Lying. 


Find to him that the tale is told, Belief only makes the diflerence, - 

berwixt the Truth, and Zyes. For a Lye beleived is true; and | 
Truth uncredited, a Lye. Bur certainly, there reſts nauch in the Heay- | 
ers Fudgement, as well as in the Tellers Falſbood, It muſt be a probable | 
Lye, \that makes the Judicious, - Credulows; And the Relatowy too, 
muſt be of ſome Reputation : otherwiſe, ſirange ſtories dete& ſome | 
deformity in the wind. And in that, (as in certain natural proter- ! 
vities in the body) they are ſeldom faking, but often beget a diſlike. 
They may a little flouriſh a mans 12verntion * but they much more | 
doubtleſs will cry dow: his Tudgemert, and diſcover a mind that floats | 
and Is wbalenced. There 1s a generation of men, whoſe anweighed 
cuſtome makes them clack out any thing their heealeſs fancy ſprings ; 
-Thax arc ſo habited in falſhrod, that they can out-lye an Almanack, or, 
which is more, a Chancery BYl ;, and though they ought to have good 
memories, yet they te ſo often, that they do ar laſt, not remember 
that they He at al. That beſides creating whole ſcenes of their own ; 
they cannot relate any thing cl/eer, and candidly : but either they muſt 


If 
that by their Addition, and Swbſtrattion, they quite deſtroy the noble 
Rule of Fellowſhip. Like Samſons Foxes, with their Fire-brazads, they 


inthe cyes of F«ftice, keeps her from ſeeing Truth, It often creeps 


vere penalty were well inflitted, where the Advocate ſhould dare ro 
obtrude an untruth. How can that Fudge walk right, that is bemiſted' 


not lighted through the dark by Tr7#th'; and Peace never abides long 
in any Region where Tr7#th is made an Exile. Certainly a Zyar,though 
never ſo plauſible, is but a defeFive of the preſent tenſe ; being once 
diſcovered, he is look't at, not only as inconſiderate, but dangerous. 
He is.a Monſter in Natwure : for his Heart and Tongue, are mmongruoue, 
and diſſentive; As if upon a Humane body the head of a Deg were ſet 
on., The heart is much a»parified, which bubbles up ſuch frothy 


ot, Will be ſure to do it ever when he zeeds. So his Intereſt being 


_ obliquely 
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{ obliqucly in his own way. As when one told Galbz, he had bought | CENT, II, 
| Lamprey in Scicily five-toot-long. He anſwered him ; /ſhat was ne |} WH 
woraer, for there they were {o loug that the Fiſherwew uſed thera for 
Ropes : A Lyar is the Ball of Contention that can ſexeven Goddeſſes toge- | 
ther by the ears. 
I could ſooner pardon ſome Crimes that are capital, than this wild- 
fire in the tongne ; that whip's, and ſcorches whereſoever it lights. 
It ſhows fo much S«/phxy in the mind of the Relater, that you will 
caſfily conclude, Ir is the breath of Hell, I wonder not that the 1vge- 
niorus bloud does boy! fo high at having the Zye giver. For ſurely, a 
Lyar is both a (oward and a Traytor, He fears the face of man, 
and therefore ſneaks behind the littleneſs of a Lye to hide himſelf. 
A Traytor he 1s, tor God having ſet him to defend his Truth, he baſely 
deſerts the hold, and runs to his enemies (olours. He dares net keep 
the Poſt he is afſigned to, by owning of his Truth. But like a Coyner 
(pretending Gold) he ſtamps the great Kings Image, Truth, upon} 
Copper, and coorſe Allay. What 15 that Man good for, that cangot 
be truſted in his own voluntary Relations > One would break that | 
Dyal into Atemes, whoſe falſe lines only ferve but ro miſlead. Whoſe 
every ſtealing 1nute attempts to ſhame the Su7. Speech is the Com- 
merce of the world, and words are the Cement of Society, What have 
we to reft upon in this world, bur the profeſſcoxs and Declarations that 
men ſeriouſly and ſolemnly ofer 2 When any of theſe fail, a Ligament 
of the World is broke : and whatever this upheld as a fonndation, 
fals. Truth is the good mans X:flreſs, whole Beauty he dares Fuſti- 
fie, againſt all the furious Ti/tings of her wandring enemies, *tis 
the Buckler under which he lies ſecurely covered, from all rhe ſtroaks 
of Adverſaries. It is indeed a Deity ; tor God himſelf is Truth, and | 
never meant to make the Heart and Tongue disjunfives. Yer becauſe 
Man is vanity, and a lye,we ought to weigh what we hear, He hath an 
eafie faith that without Conſideration believerh all thar is told. Thar fb | 
will ſoon be catcht, that will be »ibling ar every caſt-in-bayt to ſwallow 

it. But for hint whoſe weakneſs hath abandon'd him into a Zyar, I | 
look upon him as the dreggs of mankind, A Proteus in converſation, 
vizarded and in diſguiſe : As a thing that hath baxkrapred himſelf in 4 
Humanity, that is to be contemned, and as a cornrerfit ro be nayPFd i 
upon a poſt thar he may deceive no more. If there be 7rath of Tongue, | 
I may hold a Trafigue with men of all other vices : bur take away 
chat, and I tread upon-a beg, and quick-ſavds ; And, like the Propker 
Iſaiahs Idolater, Chap. 44.22. when I expect deliverance as from a | 
God, 7 carry 4 bye in my hand. 

Though I ſpeak not always al! that is 7ruth,yet would I never ſpeak 
any thing falſe. A Mar may be over-born and kill'd : bat Truth is 
Ja thing /mmortal, and going our of the world with him, gives ary 

courage cven under the Axes ſtroke, I would not value lite fo dearly, 
as to purchaſe ic with the poorneſs of a lye. And we ought to rake 
diſcourſe from others, as we uſe to chuſc ſome fruits, not by their 
our-{ide, bur by their weight,and poizing them, 4 Nec\ | 
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Nec cito Crediderss : Quantum cito credere ledat, 
Exemplum vobis, non leve, Procru erit. 


Believe not raſþly : Harm from thence that flews, 
Dear Procris Fate in ſad example ſhows. 


V. 
of P reparing againſt Death. 


He /fe of mas is the Inceſſable walk of time ; wherein every 
_ moment is a ſtep, and pace to Death, Even our growing to per- 
feftion, is 2 progreſs to decay. Every thought we have, is a ſand run- 
ning out of the glaſs of life. Every /etter that I now write,is ſomething 
cut off from the meaſure of my being here. 
But ſince no man can be happy, in the life that is affrighted with the 
fear of dying, It ought to be our principal care, either to put of 
Death ; or, overcome the fear of it. Elſe, while we have fe, we ſhall 


| 


not exjoy it : but dayly with the fear of dying, dye. To pur oft Death, 
15S not in Manto do. Fixt Fate (without him) dooms him once to 
dye. The Decree is paſt, and no Appeal is lett. To avoid Death toral- 


[ly therefore, 'tis in vain, totry : We may ſometime Court him into 


2 forbearance : But the whole worlds wealth is a bribe too {mall to 


| win him to acquittance. Yet the fear of Death is not Invincible. It 


is a Gyart to the weak, but a Pygmic to the well-reſokved, We may 
maſter that, and then though we cannot totally overcome Death, we 
may coxtermm him ; or, ſo brave him, as to make him ſmile, not frown 
upon us. Ir is therefore fir, we take heed of ſuch things as are like 


| Maltiplying-2laſſes, and ſhew fears either more 2umerous, or bigger, 


far than they are. Such arc 1zexpectation, Unacquaintance, want of 
Preparation. 

Inexpectation. The ſodein blow aſtoniſhes : but foreſeen, is either 
waraed, or avoided, A ſurpriſe alone is torture. In it, I have not time 
to think, till che time of thinking be too late. 'Tis falling from a pre- 
cipice in the dark. A man is at the bottoms, before he knows he is from 


the Zop. The ſeul is over-whelm'd with horror, which is infinitely 
blacker by it's not being look'd for. Belſhazzers knees had never beat 
each other, it he had expected the hand to appear. VVhen Accidents 
like Thieves, unthought on, ſet upon us ;- the conſternation gives the 
deeper wound. It is worle for the time than hanging ; for it choaks 
the ſpirits, as to help ; but lets them live, to craciare and vex with- 
out remedy. Like Spirits in the night, they flaſh Hel-fire, 4nto our | 
face, and drive us from our wits and hopes : And our zerrors are the 
more, becauſe we dedicate that time to reſt, without expetF;ng ought 
that ſhould affright us. h | 
Unacquaintance. Familiarity takes away fear ; when matters not. 
uſual prove 1ndutons to terror. The firſt time the Fox law the Lyon, | 


he feared him as death , The ſecond, he fearcd him, bur nor ſo _ 
The | 


— 


| ing. The practi(l'd Seaman ſmiles at ftorms,that others dare not look 
on. A Lyon is not frighttul to his Keeper ;- and Aaſtiffs are not fierce, 
' bur waen they mcet with ſtrangers, Every report of a Muskert ſtartles 
the new-come Sorlazer : but ranging through the fary of rwoor three 
Battails, he then can fearleſs ſtand a breach, and dares undaunted look 
Death in the face. | | 

Laſtly, art of Preparation. Mult not he be over-come, that, un- 
arm'd, mects his weapor'd Enemy ? God, that by his Providence, is a- 
kin to wiſe ez, and ſo docs uſually protet rho prudent, is not ob- 
liged co preſerve the foel. Hz char does firſt abandon himſelf, by his 


cc worlt, the worſt cannot diſmay me : but «prepared, 1 muſt lye 
down and yicld. Even premeditation alone, is a piece of defence. Neg- 
ligence not only invites the Foe, bur lcaves open all our Ports, and 
Avenues tor him to enter at, The difference is not much berween not 
meeting an evil, and being p_ for't. 

Leſt, then, 1 make my death ſcem more terrible to me, than indeed 
itis, I will firſt dayly expe ic. It were madneſs, to think, I ſhould 
never arrive at that, to which I am every minute going. It an Enc- 
my, ti1at I cannot refit, ſhall threaten that within ſuch a ſpace, he will 
aſſault and plunder me, bur will not tell me the preciſe time ; ſhall 1 
not every hour look for him ? It was Plato's opinion, That the wiſe 
mans /ife, was the meditation of death. And to expett it, is to give 
che blow a meeting, andbreak the ſtroke : Not to expect it, 1s a ftupr- 
dity ; (ince tie world hath nothing that is like a Repreeve. The Philo- 
ſopher will tell us,as well as the Divine z That, Omae Humanum Genus, 
quodeung; eft, quodcunq; erit, morti damnatum eſt. All Humanity that 
cithcr 2, or thall be, once ſhall dye. And ſurely then, he is bur dead 
alrcady, trac docs not look for death. A Glaſs though ir be brittle, 
(if fatuly kept) may laſt /oug. Bur Mar preſerv'd declizes. His Child- 
hood, Touth, Vivility, and Age, they are bur ſeveral ſages poſting him 
to death, He may flouriſh till abour fifty, and may dye any day before: 
Bur ater that, he Jangwiſhes like an Ofober Fly, mill at latt he weakly 
withers to his grave. | 
Secondly, I will grow to be acquainted with zt, by conſidering what 
it is, And certainly, well boF't into, he is rather lovely, than a Mon- 
fter : *T1s Fancy.gives him thoſe hideous ſhapes we think him in. Ir 1s 
a (ot and cafie Nothing ; the ceſſation of Life's funttions, Attion's ab- 
ſence, and Nature's ſmooth repoſe. Certainly, tt. is no more to aje, 
chan to be born, We felr.no pain coming into the world ; nor ſhall 
we in the ad# of leaving it, Though in the firſt, one would believe 
*(;zCre WEre more of zrouble than in the latter, For we cry coming into 


oy his friends, That if not for his ows ſake, yert for that of his chil- 


# children, God that 


Jaeath : He preſently tells them 5 That as for 
L 
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The third time, he grew more bold, and paſſed by him withour pay CENT. LI. 


own example teaches others to do fo roo. When I am preparcd for| 


| 


4 


.ne world, but quietly and calmly leave it, When Socrates was adviſed 


rem and acquaintants ; he would have 2 care to mags himſelf from | 
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gave them, world have a care of them : and for his f11cnis, (if he dyed) 
he ſhonld in the other world find the like, or better : and thoſe that here | 
he left, would but a very little while ſtay from him. V\ hat is there | 
chat in Death is terrible, more than our unwillingncſs to dye ? Why | 
ſhould I be «gry, when my Prince repeals my baniſyment, and admits | 
me home to my Country, Heaven? When the Soul, (like a Swallow, | 
ſlipt down a Chimpy) bcats up and down in reltlcfs waz? and damper ; | 
Death is the opened Caſement that gives her reſt and /iberty from pe- 

zury, fears, and ſnares. *Tis Natures play-day, that delivers man from 

the thraldom of the worlds School to the freedom of his Fathers family. 

The Philoſopher will tcll us (take it which way you will) whether the 

Soul perithes, or be tranflatcd, there is cither no ill, or much good, 

in Death, But when we know the Soul is /mmortal, and purchaled to 

be a Veſſel of Everlefling Honowr, what ſhould affright #s ? unleſs we 

fear to be happy. When my aeath approaches, I am*growing to 
Immortality, commencing Doffor, and beginning to underſtand: all 
thoſe crabbed Criticiſms that puzzle here Mortality. It frees me from 

the ſcorns of life, the malice and the blows of Fate, and puts me in a 
condition to become 7zvwulxerable. It mounts me up beyond the wiles 
and reaches of this unworthy wor/d, It lays me in the ranck with Kings, 
and lifts me up to Dezty. 

* Laſtly, 1 will endeavour to be prepared. Neither ſurpriſe, nor 
flrangezeſs can hurt me, it I be ready for both. He delears the Tyrant 
of his feait, that is ſo prepar'd as not to (krink at torment. The way 
to dye nndanntedly, is to do that before, which we ought ro do, when | 
dying. He that always waits upon God, is ready whenlocver he calls. 
[ will labour to ſet my accounts even, and endeavour to fixd God ſuch 
to me in-my {ife, as I would in death he thould appear. It I cannot 
put oi Hwmanity wholly, let mic put oft as much as 7can ; and that | 
which I muſt wear, ler mae bur looſely carry. When the Aﬀections are | 
glewcd to the world, Death makes not a Diſſolution, bur a Fraitios ; 
and not only ſeparates the ſoul, but tears 1t away. So the pain and the 
hazard is more. He is a happy max that lives {o, as Death ar all times 
way find at leiſure to dyze. And if we conſider, that we are always in 
Gods hand ; that our Leaſe is but during pleaſure, and that we are necel- 
firated once Zo dye : As we ſhall appear 1afidels, not to truſt a Deity, 
{o we muſt be fools, ro ffrmggle where we can ncither conquer, nor 
defend. What do we do /rving, it we be afraid of traveling that 
high-way which hath been paſs'd through by all that have {iv/d, and 
muſt be by all that ſhall {ve? We pray, undreſs, and prepare oo 
ſeep, that is not: one 2z2ht long ;, and ſhall we do Iſs for Death, in 
whoſe armes we mult reſt priſozers, till the Ange] with his —_— 
ſummons him forth to refgz ws > This will not make /i/e more trouble» | 


ſome, but more comfortable. He may play that hath done his 245k. No| 
Steward need fear a juſt Lord, when his acconnts are even and always | 
ready drawn up, If ] get the So: and Herr to be mine, the Father will 
never hold off. Thus /wing, I may aye at any time, and be afraid at zo 


"wha 
time 
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: Who ayes Death over every day, it he does not kill death out- 
: at ]zaſt he makes him tame with watching him. 


- ——__ 


VI. 
Againſt Extreme Longings. 


Xtreme Longings in a Chriſtian (tor the things of this world) 1 
- ſeldom fee ſucceed well: Surcly, God means fo to temper his, 
as he would not have them w4o/ezt in the ſearch of a temporal L1-fing ; 
or, clſ{c he knows our frailty ſuch, as we ſhould be miore raken with 
the frnition of a benefit, than the Author, Proſperities are ſtrong plea- 
ders for ſix : but troubles are the ſecret Tutors of goodneſs, How ma- 
ny would have been /oft, if rhey might have bur fownd the enjoyment 
of their ow# deſires > The too earneſt purſuit of temporals, is a kind 
of mental Idolatry, wherein we priſe our defires beyond our daty ; 
and ncglefting our ſubmiſſion to a Providence, we over-value our own 
frail ends, and ſer rhem up as another kind of Deity. So we ſome- 
times have our wiſhes, but-with ſuch ſucceſs, as Pyrrhws had in his 
wars : Who in two Battails againſt the Romans, gain'd his witfories 
with ſo great oſs, that he told his applauding friends, One wifory 
more would abſolutely ado him. Agrippina's, Occidat mado Imperet. 
proved a prophelie of her own deſtruQion. When it comes to thart, 
We muſt have children or we dye; we expole our ſelves. to be our 
ſervants drudges, and on our knees, and in our boſom, nurſe up their 
illegitimate 1jſues, We lay our (elves open-to unlawful prattices, for 
obtaining what we covet; and, like teeming women, Wwe miſcarry il 
we fail of what we lowg for. Death had not flown in among the 
' | Quails, it Iſrael had not been too much imperueons atter them, Ler him 
that cats too greedily, beware he does not ſurfer. I have known a Fal- 
con napon her down, come (miſſing her quarry) ſpt her ſelf upon the 
Falconers pole, Our ſenſes are not cleer when they are born along in a 
| burry. Who rides upon ſpeed, ſecs matters bur in paſs ; his eye is ſo 
| ſodainly ſnatcht from the objeZF,thar he neither knows whither he goes, 
nor what he /eaves. When we are too eager upon what we deſire, we 
become like children, froward, and cryi#g, till we pull the yod upon 
us. *Tis bur blind and beaſtial meral ro be rampart aftcr what we at- 
fe. Like a ſbip in a ſtorm, when our Anchor (Moderation) is gone, 
we float: before the raging winds. VWhen we proceed calmly, 'we 
have time to look about us, and may walk ſecure: But prickt.on 
feercely, we bait our own ſharp hook, and pur our ſelves into a poſture 
of being decerved, £50 
| 


——Quiſquis trepidus pavet, vel optat, 
'+ Quod now fit ftabilis, ſniq, Furt , 

Abjecit Clypeum, locoq;, motus, 

Netit\, qua valeat trahi, Catenam, 
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He that is not heard to his ſenſe, is often to his ſafety. Unaiſtrafedly 


| That which the wiſe man ſays of Anger, may hold of all other Paſſi- 
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Who not himſelf, a»feady ſteers ; 

Burt paſſionately hopes, or fears ; 

Quits his defence. He looſely fits, 

And his own Chazz, to draw him,kz#ts. | 
Is the judgement of the grave Beetize. When God commands ſobriety ! 
and patience, ſhall 2ſax preſume to (hew himſelt intemperare ? He | 
that makes haſte to be rich, ſhall not be without ſin. So, though the 
thing we 4im at, be good in it ſelf ; yer who can tell, whether it ſhall be 
good to us > St. Auguſtine will tell us, That he which prays lor the 
things of this /fe, is ſometimes gratiouſly heard, and ofren roms 
refuſed. The Phyſician,better than the ſick, knows what befits his health. 


to uſe the means is geod ; but to give up our ſelves ro paſſion, is awdo- 
ing. It the thing I cover, be good, 1 cannot truſt it into better hands 
than Providence and Indeſtry. But he that is violent in his queſt, takes 
himſelf from thoſe ProtefFions; and rowls upon his own vain fancy. 


ons, They reſt iv the boſome of Fools, What, ſhall the faculries of the 
Noble Soul, made to Contemplate Heaven, and the Sacred Deity, ſtoop 
ſo low, as to be wholly taken up with 2emyporal and terreftrial vanities? 
'Tis like an Emperonr catching Flies. Saturn, that is the higheſt Pla- 
net, is the ſloweſt in his worzon. Sure he, that in a brave ſerenity can 
bear up himſelt from being a ſlave to himſelf; that can be content 
ſometimes, to take the Clowd for his guide, as well as the fire ; that 
looks upon what he would have, with a quietnels in his apperition ; | 
that can calmly wiſh, and wart : It is he, that may be written Mar. ; 
If I can, I will never eztreamly cover. When I dote upon any thing | 
here below, like a ſou/dier I break my re»k, and 1f I preſently be nor 
awed in again, by my Commander, Reaſon ; 1am in the way of being 
either kid, or priſoner. Behhdes, *cis ſo like either the weakneſs of a 
Woman, or the r#dexeſs of a Clown, that indeed, I thercby proclaim 
to all men, that I want both ffrength, and breeding. 


VII. 
Of Prayer. 


T is yot an cafie matter for men of inferior ranck, to get acceſs or 

freedom of conference with one that is an Earthly Prince, Admiſſion 
to all, would wheigh him down to a ſlave. He cannot be a Cerrey large 
enough to recerve all the nes that come from the vaſt Circamnference, 
But had he an Eay for all, he could not have wherewith to grant and 
ſatisfie all. Nor were men ſure to ſpeed, although they were admitted. 
He that to all ſhould grant what 15 acked, =_ quickly leave him- 


ſelf nothing art all to grert : he might perhaps ##rich lome others ; 


bur he ſhould be ſure to ipoveriſÞ himſelf, How preat then is the 


freedom and the Prerogative of the devout Chriſtian, who hath a reve-| 
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rence and an affection to the greatneſs and the goodneſs of his God? 
Though he often lives here in a (leight effcem among men, yet by his 
prayers and the ardent effuſion of his groans and wiſbes he can or 
confer with the King of Heaven. Prayer penetrates through all the 
clouds and ſphears, It makes a man a kind of »t;wate with God, and 
by a — flame mounts him to the boſom of the great Creator ; 
who not only hears his /ztreaties, but delights in his requeſts ; invites 
him to come, and promiſes a pleaſing or happy ret#ra; which he 
ſhews in fultilling his defires, or better : fitter tor him. In reſpe& of 
whom the greatelt Monarch is more mean than the baſeſt Yaſſal, in 
regard of the moſt mighty and moſt puiflant Emperor. Max does not 
near ſo much exceed the worlt of Creatares, as God above doth him. 
What if I be not kxown to the Nimrods of the world, the Pharachs 
and the Prolemies of, this eAfgipt : I can ſpeak to Him, ro whom they 
all as well as I muſt bow, My admiſſion is as caſie as theirs, and by my 
humble Prayers (unleſs my own offences hinder) I never am debarry'd 
acceſs, *Tis the (olloguy that continues the friendſbip 'twixt God and 
Man. We (cc thoſe that are daily attendant upon great Perſons, by 
the benefit of their acceſs and conference, have a greater prevalency 
with them, than thoſe perhaps of greater parrs, that live as ffrengers 
to them. And we cannot think, but he which prays oftex, by thar 
means comes acquainted with God : If the Nobleneſs of Mas be ſuch, 
that he will be more civil, and tenderer to him, that is obſequiows and 
reſpedtive to him, by continued addreſſes, and expreſſing; his ſole de- 
pendence to be — jou im ; than he will to one that /ooks not after him : 
Surely, God will much more take notice of him, chat by «ſidvome and 
frequent applications makes himſelt familiar with his Deity, It would 
incourage one in Prayer, to read what St. Auſftine hath Metaphorically 
enough delivered us, Oratio Dewm wngit, ſed Lachryms compungit ; hac 
Lenit, illa Coptt : Prayer, anoynts God: bur Weepmp , pierceth Has : 
that pceiod this compels Him. However, itis ſo Eſſential a part 
of Religion, that I,think I am not amils, if I ſay, There can be were 
without if : We read not of any Religion, the Thief had, beſides his 
Prayer on the Croſs : Yer we ee, by the mercy of our Saviour, it od 
ſently convey'd him from a bad lift to Paradiſe. And ſurely, Man of 
all other creatures, would be the moſt miſerable without 27. What 
he is ſhut up in Priſon ; when he is in any accidental danger; when 
he hath faln into diPleaſare, by his =_ and diſobedience:; whiere is 
his friend, where his ſupports where his reconciler, it this be war ing? 
[ had rather be deprived of all the ſotecev of this Gfe ; yes, "mild; 


God by Prayer. Next toChrift, it is Mans Mediates, 4 1&-inſtare 
him in the * favour of an offended Deity. Tis the' Moſes that" oper the 


Ordinances that tend to a better, than'bedebar'd of recourſe to -my| 


Reck, and brings Iſrael ford in the Wilderneſs. *Tis rhe Sony that gives 
Feremy light in the Dungeon, It puts a meztel on the Lyont jaws, that 
elſe would 7247 @ Daniel. Tis the Angel, that waiting with th Chib 
dren in the furnace, keeps them from ſomuch a9 findeims inthe midd 
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of ficrceſt flames, It attacques the Suns [witt fteeds ; and,like a Senti-; 
nel, commands them /and, in the ſpeed of their tull career. With 
reverence be it ſpoken, *Tis a kind of (harm calt upon the Almiphty, | 
lo powerful, that it prevails upon Omnipotency, and makes God thar 
we ſue unto, to become a ſutor unto us ; Let me alone (as it he were 

held) was beg'd of Moſes, when Moſes impertunea him. Certainly, : 
becauſe God ſaw it ſo abſolutely neceſſary tor his children, He would 

not leave it in the power of Mar to take it from them. Romes Empure, 

in all her zex Terſecutions, could not take this from Chriſtians. This | 
they could make uſe of in the dark without a Topgwe, and in the miielt 

of all their Enemzes, while their Tormentors ſtood and wartcht them. 
Load a man with chairs, let him lye upon the rack or Grid-irons, leave 
him bur a live heart, and Prayer ſhall dwell there out of the Tyrants 

reach, and comfort him. And doubtleſs then it ſpeaks Gods heavyclt | 
Tadgement, when men are ſeared up by a ſpirit that cannot pray.,' 
Who can apprehend any thing more miſerable than a Fudas or 2 Spire, 

both ſhut eur from Prayer ? It deprives the Soul of hope ; and then is 

Deſpair let in, with that immortal worm, the terrors of eternal guilt. 
He gives up himſelt ro perditio rhat neglects to give himſelf ro Prayer. 

May was never lo great an ndependent, bur every minute he muſt 

need his God, And 1t he makes himſclt a fraxger, can he expect to 
be heard as a Friezd ? Other ſacrifices of the Law have ſometimes met | 
with a checque ; but this from a incere heart is an offering.thar is ever | 
pleaſing : and importunity does not give offence, It ir prevaild upon | 
rhe #7Juſt Fudge, will not the moſt righteous.God be gain'd upon? And; 
indeed, whart is it can ſend us away empry, but our own. fins? For 
if it carry. us not ſafely through all the rodes of danger, the fault. is! 
in our ſelves not #t. Like a faithful Compamion when triends, wealth, | 
health, honour, and life, is leaving us, \zhs holds us by the hand and | 
leads us to everleok the ſhades of Death. When ſpeech is gone, ir lifts | 
up: hands and ezes; and, inſtead of Language, groans, 
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The Virtuous Man u a wonder. 


| F.1t were true when, David lived, There « none that aeth good, no 
| 29+{ope-;- How can it-be leſs in theſe. #1mes, when the long Series 
of-.Praftice; hath hejghtned, and habituated Man in wice, beyond that 
of paſſed ages ?. The Virtners-2han therefore doubtleſs mult be a wor- 
der. ;Fhat-Fire is of an upuſual compoſure, :that is made to burn in! 
Water: And fo muſt. his. Temper be, that can hoJd his Hear aid 
Brightneſs, compatied withCorruprions waves, and courted by thoſe, 
remprations:every where, thar-(like the Anticnt .4ir) encircles him, 
That Lſec-men wicked, it is 0. marvel;at all. . Bate a man Education, 
and tis Natural for þim to be ſo. Folly is bound-up with -the life of ia! 
huld. And: fnce Vice is a Declination, ſurely Man is born to ill, as/ 
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as heavy things link downward, And then how much eaſier is it fallin» 
| down the Hill, than c/z2img #? When the handſome curtczan T; heo- 
| data, vaunted to Socrates, how much the was to be eſteem'd bctore 
| him ; becauſe ſhe could gaim many prolelytes from him, bur he none 
at all from hey : He reply'd, it was no wonder ; for ſhe led men down 
the eafie and deſcending road of Yice, while he compell'd them to the 
therny and aſcentive path of Virtue They that are tyded down the 
ſtream of Loſeneſs, have much the advantage of thoſe that tollow 
| goodneſs. Virtue dwells at the head ot the River ;, to which we can- 
not get but by rowing againſt the Current. Beſides thoſe inclinations 
that ſway the ſoul to zl, the way is broader, and more ftrewed w:th 
| gwilded pleaſures. He that walks through a large field, hath only a 
narrow path to guid him right in the way. Burt on either ſide what 
a wide room hath he to wander in? What Latitude can bound a pro 
phane Wit, or a laſcivious Fancy ? the looſe tongue lers fly at all, wile 
the ſober David (ers a Watch art his lips, and examines all his Language 
cre it paſſes. Every Virtue hath two wices, that cloſe her up in curious 
limits : and if ſhe ſwerve, though never ſo little, ſhe ſodainly fteps 
into Error, Litc is a paſlage *rwixt Scy/la and Charybais ; miſſing the 
Chanel, our Bark is preſently ſuckt into ſhip-wrack : Religion hath 
Swper ſtition, and Profaxeſs. Fortitude hath Fear, and Raſbneſs : Libe- 
rality, Avarice, and Proazgality : Fwſtict, Rigor, and Partiality ; and 
ſo the like in others ; which have made ſome to define Yirtue to be 
nothing elſe but a mea between two extreams. The truth is, the 
track of Virtue is a nice way, 'tis walking upon an edge, And were 
there not a far within that guids and ſhoots in raycs of comfort ; 
Nature would hardly take the pairs to be virtuous. Virtue is 2 war 
whercin a man mult be perpetual ſentinel, *Tis an Obeliſke that re- 
quires many Trophies to the erecting it; and, though tounded in the 
Earth (man, ) his ſpire does reach to Heaven, Like the Palm-tree 
though ir hath pleaſant frw##; It is hard to come by, for the fem is 
not caſie to clime. Vir bonws, cito nec fiert, nec intelligi poteſt : nam 
ille,alter fortafſe tanquam Phenix, anno quingenteſimo naſcitur, A good 
man is neither quickly wade, not cafily underſtood : for like the Phe- 
nix, he by accident is born, but oxe 1n 500 years. And this was Se- 
neca's opinion, To which not unſurable, is that of Anſonins. 

Fudex ipſe ſui, totum ſe explorat ad nnguem, Cc. 

Offenſus pravis, dat Palmam et Premia Rettis, &c, 

Vir bonus & Sapiems, qualews vix repperit ullum 

_Millibus © multis hominum, conſultus Apollo. 

Who's his own F#dge,himſelt doth all Izdjte, ec. 

Who hates the Baa, rewards good,crowns the Rizht, &c. 


Thus wiſe and good, \{carcefind oze {ingle man. | 

And indeed Virtue harh this in it. Ir is a ſþjp that rides among the 
Rocks ; is exerciſed in Sufferings, and in Difficulties. It is a Seeva's 
ſhield, throng'd with the arrows of the Enemy. Who had known of 


'Mongſt many F4 houſanas 5 Learn'd Apollo can, 1 
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CENT. Il | a2utius Scavole, if his hearts Reſolution had not Ic{t his hand in- | 
LY [[enfible of flames > Where had been the memory of our Martyrs, 
lit their Pagan perſecurors had not given them the glory of their 
Torments ? 

, Non eft ad Aſtra mollis © terris via. — 

Imperia dura tolle, quia Virtws erit ? 

From Earth ro Heavey, the way's nor ſoft, nor ſmooth. 
In eafre things, brave Virtue hath no place. 

Like mid-June ſwine, we can quickly rowl- and tumble us in the 
mire of Yice: but to be a Yirtwow man, is toil and expugnation, 
'tis winning of a City by inches; for we muſt not only make good | 
our own ground, but we muſt Xepel our Enemies, who will afſualt 
us, even trom every room we pals by. It in Yice there be a per- 
petual Greſſatioz, there mult be in virtue a perpetual Yigzlance : and 
tis not enough to be inceſflant, but it muſt be univerſal. In a Bat- 
rail we fight pot but in complete Armor. Virtue is a Cataphrat : 
for in vain we arme one Zi, while the other is without a defence, 
I have known a man flain in his eye, while (all elſe armed) he hath ! 
but peered ar his Enemy. *Tis the good mar is the World's miracle, | 
he is not only Natures miftreſs, but Arts maſter-peice, and Heavens 
mirrour. To be ſoaked in Yice is to grow but atter our breed. Bur 
the good man I will worthily zagnifie ; He is beyond the Adanſoleum 
or Epheſian Temple. To be an Honeſt man is to be more than Nature 
meant him. His birth is as rare as the change of Religion,but in certain i 
few periods of time. Like the only true Phyloſophers ſtone, he can | 
unalchimy the Allay of life, and by a certain caleſtial ſuperfatation, turn | 
all the braſs of this world into Go/d, He ir is that can carry on his! 
Bark againſt all the Ruffling winds, that can make the thorny way 
pleaſant, and un-intangle the incumbrances of the Earth. A wife a wiy- 
nous man, though he be in miſery, he'is but like a black Laent-horn 
in the zight, He may ſeem dult and dark to thoſe that are about him, 
but within he is full of Zizhr and Brightneſs, and when he lifts to open 
the door, he can ſbew zt. J 


IX 
Of Yenial Sins. 


Hat fiz is there which we may account or /ztt/apr wenial, un- 

leſs comparatively ? It we look at the Majeſty offended ; that 
is #nfizite, Tt we look at the corruption offending, that would be 
ixfinite. And then as to the very Extity of fin; How can there be 
a leſs in 7nfinztes ? ſince every infinite muſt needs run our beyond the 
line of Degrees. What therefore doth aggravate or diminiſh fiz, ariſes 
out of circumſtance ; the very firſt original of fiz being equally in all! 
privation. In the main, I find their are bur two opinions of fi */ 
One concludes, every fix Afortal ; The other holds, fome to be but 
Venial :' 
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| Yenial : The firlt cryes up Gods Faſtice, the other may ler in his 
' Mercy. The reformed way (as {in) fays,Every fir in it (clt is 2fortad; 
| So thar every thought we think, every ation we commit, cither is no 
fin, or elſe is ſuch as withoui a Sawzonr (inks us into Hell for ever : there 
to be Tormented to Eternity. 

The Church of Rowe is not ſo highly ſevere. Some ſins they can al- 
low to be but Yerzal; ſuch as oblige not man to the Puniſhment of Eter- 
xal death : which indecd is a Life endleſs, in endleſs torment. Bur yer 
they allow them to be {uch as delerve Puniſhment although ſuch as are 
eaſily pardonable : remiſſible of courſe, or expiable by an calle penitence. 
And three ways they tell us they become wextal. 

Firſt is that which is Yerial in it's kind: As an Idle word. 

Secondly, Six may become Yezial by event : AS a mortal ſin by true 
Repentance may become Yemal, 

Thirdly, a fi may be vexialcither by Ifirmity or Jgnorance, when 
thoſe (they ſay) that are done out of either of theſe, neither need a 
Saviours paſſion to ſatisfie for them, nor oblige man in himſelf ro be 
bound to a perpetuity of puniſhment : but by a fhort penitence or a little 
findging in a Purgatery-fire, they ſhall vapour away as things that never 
were done, I intend not here to diſpute the Truth of either of theſe 
opinions, | believe it we take ſin cicher way, we (ball quickly find 
enough that (both out of duty and prudence) may fright us from com- 


mitting it : If all be mortal, we need no more ; All arguments are 
{ leſs than that, to which nothing more can be added : it the punifh- 


ment be eternal, whatever is ſaid more, is /eſs. But take fin in the 
milder ſence,and ſhould we grant it vexial , Yet certainly there is cauſe 
enough to beware : for albeit ſome have made fo ſlender account of fins 
that are Yezial, as to rank them but with fraws and rifles ealily coms- | 
mitted and as ealily wiped off : Blots with the ſame breath muade and 
expunged. Yea the Noble St. Auguſtine (Sermon. de ſanttis 41, et in 
ſententiis cap. 46. informs us, Non juſtitiam impedire nec animanm occi 
dere wenialia Peccata ; That wemal fins, neither hinder Fuſtice, nor 
deftroy the Soul. Yerl find diverſe that upon deliberation have ſigned 
them with ſo black a 5raxd, that cvery wile Chriſtian will think them 
Rocks as dangerous as thoſe that ſplit the ſhip, and periſh all che 
fraight. A Titfeny with leſs than pin-holes will let in water as well 
as the wide-ſpaced Cive. They ſay,/enial fin may become Mortal tour 
manner of ways : 

Iſt. Out of Conſcience, For, be the matter neverſo flight, as but to 
lift a Ruſh trom the gronnd,yet done againlt Conſcience it packs the Author 
to Hell, Yea though the Conſcience be Erroneous. 

zly. Out of Complacency. It is the ſame St. Auguſtines ;, Nullum Pec- 

| caturmn adeo eft veniale, qued xox fiat mortale dum placet, No- fin can be 
| ſo wenial, but that delight in it will make it Mortal, 

| 3ly. Our of Diſpoſition. Becauſe by often falling into wenial fins 
| a man is diſpoſed unto wortal : by the prochwity, and tendency of his 
own Corruptions : Wherefore St, Gregories caution may be of very 
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CENT. ll. [zood uſe unto us,Yitaſti Saxagrandia , Vide ne obrwaris Arenk, Let the! 
{ LUV DS [| Mariner that hath ſcap'd rhe Rocks, take head he be not wrack't upon; 
rhe Sands. | 

41y. Out of Progreſſion. For though $1 at firſt puts up a pleaſing 
head, and ſhews but a modeſt veriality : yer, if it be not check't, ut 
quickly ſwells to what is ſad and mortal, And beſides theſe, they are | 
content to admit of ſever ſeveral dangerous effetts of thoſe ſins that! 
thus they ſmooth for ventals. 

Firſt, they ſay even the petty verial does oblige a man to Puniſh- 
ment : Nay, it aman dyes with Mortal and Venial {ins rogether, he 
ſhall be puniſh eternaly tor both. 

zly. Ir ſoiles the foul, *tis the duſt of that Charecole which with its 
flying Atomes blacks the beauty of the minds farr countenance. And though 
{in the Elect, Grace wipes it off, as to gwilt ; yet it does not do it, as to 
puniſhment, but he muſt be cleansd in Purgatory, 

Zly. Like water caſt on fire it deads the heat of Charity, "Tis the 
Cold that chills the enlivening warmth of Virtue : As piercing winds the 
hinder the fruit of piety from ripening, and by degrees inſenſible, they 
fteal us into drowſineſs and Letharpy. 

4ly. It wearies and loads the ſoul, that ſhe cannot be ſo ative in good 
as ſhe ought. Like Bells and Yerwels they may jingle and perhaps em 
to adorn; but indeed they hinder our flight, are but ſpeciows Fetters, 
and proclaim us in anothers- property. 

ly. They keep ws back from glory: and whereas without them, we 
might paſs the zeecreſt way to Heaven, they make us go about by Pur- 
gatory ; where we muſt ſtay and bathe; and file, and burn off all 
our Kufe, 

619 They diminiſh our glory: for, while we ſhould be doing what 
increaſes it, we trifle upon theſe, and leſſen it. Every good Action con- 
tributes a Ray to the luſtre of a Chriſtians Crown, but negle!t alone 
expoſes it to famiſh trom it's \brightneſs. 

7ly. They are often occaſions of mortal fins : They are Natures 
kifies that betray us to Incontinence, They are the ſparkles and the Red. 
neſs of that wine which oft intice to Drunkenneſs. Therefore take! 
now which fide you pleaſe, with all theſe conticerations where is 
the offence thar juſtly we can count little ? That Gale that blows me 
to a wrack among the Rocks, be ir never ſo gentle is to me the ſame; 
with a Tempeſt, and certainly in ſome reſpects more dangerous, All 
will /aboxr to withſtand a form, but danger unſuſpetted is not car'd 
for. There be far more deaths ates out of the nnperceiv/d irre- 
Lowlarities of diet, than by opex and apparent ſurfeits. It they be 
Ei in quality, they arc more in zwmber ; and their wwaltitude cquals 
them, to the others greatneſs. Nolite contemmere venialia quia minima 
ſunt, ſed timete quia plura;, Deſpiſe not venial fins, becaulc they arc 
ſmall : bur rather regard them becauſe they are many, was St. Augn- 
{tines Counſel of old. The Aggregation of Atomes, made at firſt the 
Worlds huge Maſs. And the Aggregation of drops did drown it when | 
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it was made. VVho will think chat wound ſmell, that gives a ſodain 
Inlet, if not to death, to diſeaſe? If great Sins be killing, the ſmall 
ones take us Priſoners, and then we are at the mercy of the Enemy. 
Like the Athes from che Mount Yeſwviwe, though ſingly ſmell and no- 
things yet in conjoyned quantities they embarren all the fields abour 
ic ; The Graſs though the ſmalleſt of plants yer wwmeronſly. increaſing, 
it covers all the face of the Earth : the mizling rain makes fouler way, 
than the 4olence of a right down ſhower. Great" fins and pablick 1 will 
avoid for there ſcandal and wonder ; Leſſer and private for their Danger 
and Multitude ; both, becaule they diſplesſe my God, and will ruine me. 
I cannot if, 7 love hims, but abhoy what he lvaths. I cannor, if I love my 
ſelf but beware of what will deſtroy we. 


C—_C—C————_— 


} 9 
Of Memory ond Forgetfulneſs in Friendſhip. 


Orgetfulneſs in Friendſhip may ſometimes be as wecefſary as Me- 

þ 55,7 For 'tis hard to be ſo exaitly wigilent, bur that even the | 
moſt perfet# (hall ſometimes give and ſomerimes zake offence. He that | 
expects every thing to be fully compleat, remembers not the frailty of 
Man. Who remembers #00 much, forgets himſelf and his friends. 
And though perhaps a man may endeavour ro be Tyre in all his ways ; 
Yet he wakes himſelf #00 Papal, that thinks he cannot erre, or that he 
as not what diſpleaſeth an other. If Love can cover a multitude of in- 
firmities, Friendſhip which is the growth of Love ſurely ought to do 
it yore, When Ageſilaus found ſome that repined at his Grvernment, 
he would not ſee their Malignity : But Commanding them to the wars 
with himſclf, he ſuflerea them to enjoy both offices and places both of 
Truſt and profit in the Army. And when they were complaiz'd on for the 
Ill managing thereo!, he would take thcir part and excuſe them. And 
by this means, of dangerous and wnderhand-exemies he forni'd and 
| \mootl?'d them into opex and conſtant friends. He was a Chriſt and 
a Saviour that laid down his life for his ſheep, even while they were 
ſtraggling and averſe to his fold, And it look'd as unhaxdſome when 
Tonas would be ſo pertiſh at the withering of his Gourd alone. Nor 
' ought my Forgetfulneſs in friendſhip to be exercis'd only abroad, bur 
ofcentimes as ro my. ſe/f and at home. It I do my friend a Conrteſie, | 

'I make it xoze if I pur him in ind on't ; expefting a return 1 am 
kind to my ſelf, not him; and then I make it Traffiqne not Beneficence : 

; Who looks for requital ſerves himſelf not me, and with. the Noble 
' | Barque of friendſhip, like a Merchant, he Ventures tor game. As Hea- 
ven lets his dews fall in the night, ſo thoſe Favours are molt Coeleſtial 
and refreſh us moſt, that are ſfollex upon us cven while we are aſleep : 

like the fragrances in ſome plants, they exhale too ſodainly when ex- 

poſed to the open Sun, What 1 do in friendſhip is gallanter, when 1 
' mind it not more. He that ze/{s mc - the favour he hath deze me,cancels 
| a 2 the 
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| |the deb+1 ow him, he files of the (hain that kept me his priſozer, | 


and with his tongue #xlooſeth the fetrer thar his hand put on. loticling | 
himſelf ro the Checque which Martial! beſtowern upon Its ralking 
Toſthumm, 
Que mihi preſtiteris memini, ſemperque tencbo ; 
Cur igitur Taceo ( Poſthume) ? tu Loquerts. 
Incipio quoties alicui tua dona referre, 
Protinus exclamat ; Dixerat ipſe mihi. 
Non bellt quedam faciunt duo : ſufficit unws 
Huis operi. St vis ut loquar, ipſe tace. 
Crede mihi, quamvs ingentia, Poſthume, dones; 
Auttorts pereunt garrulttate ſt. 
What (Poſthuwe) thou haſte done, Ie ne're forget : 
Why ſhould 7 ſmoother t,when thou Trumpetſt it ? 
When 1 to any do thy ga#fts relate, 
He preſently replyes, I heard him ſay'r. 
Some things become not two : Here one may ſerve ; 
If I muſt tell, do thou thy ſel: reſerve, 
Believe me, Poſthume, though thy guifts be valt , 
They periſh when the Authors tongue runs walt, 
Certainly it Zzberty bee to be. prefer d before Bondage, though he 
injures himſelf that apbrazds his end with ought thar he did beltow; | 
yet he does indeed (though he intend ir not) befriend him in it. As | 
the Romans did their flaves, he maxnumits me with a Cuff ; 2nd I am | 
not much. leſs 5choldizg ro him for this wnkindneſs than I was before | 
for the Bexefit ; which as it is the givers Hoxonr lo it is the takers 
Bondage. It I be able todo a Conrreſre, I rebate it by remgmbring ir ; | 
I bot it out,when I go about to Text it. It I recerve one, I-render,my 
ſclf unworthy of it, whenſoever I do forget it. Thar is bur a barren | 
earth where the ſeed dyes before it comes to Ripereſs. Sutable to | 
theſe, Ir was thus, Jong fince, enacted by the richly-ſpeaking Seneca. 
Beneficii inter duos lex oft. Alter ſtatim obliviſci debet dati : CAlter | 
accepti nunquanm. Qui dedit Beneficium, taceat : Narret, qui accepit. 
Between to frieras it is the law of kindneſs, That he that aves it, for- | 
get it preſently : bur he thar does receive it, never. Let him that be- | 
tows it, hold his tongue : bur let him that zakes ir, 7elf, Surcly that | 
man means it nobly, and it comes from his own genuine goodneſs, | 
when he cares not to have azz know it but his iricnd a/oze. But he that 
blows his Trumpet at his Alms, is a Phariſee. In frienaſhip, I would | 
ever remember my friends kindneſs ; but I would forget the favours 
that I do him. I would alſo forget his zeglefs : bur 1 would remem- | 
ber my own failings. Friendſhip thus preicrv'd ends not but with life. 
Continuance will extend it to the ſame effetfs, with the tyes of Natnre; | 
which uſes to overlook the defetts, ot her own, and not to be. leſs | 
kind, though in ſomething there be aſpropor tron, that might take | 


her off. 


| 
| 
| 
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Wherein a (. briſtian excels other men. 


Here are ſeveral things wherein a Chriſtian hath much: the 
'Þ agen ot all rhe proteſlors of other Religions. He excels 
them all, in his Fortztude, in his Hope, in his Charity, in his Fidelity. 
In his Fortitude ; That is, when his cauſe is Juſt. Ir was well defin'd 
of the Orator, Fortitude eft virtus pugnans pro aquitate ; Fertitude is 
a virtue combating for Fuſtice : otherwile he ſhrinks under the Joad, 
rand couches like 1ſſachers afle, between the two burthens of his 
Cauſc and Conſcience, He may ſhow like Abraham with his bran- 
diſht Sword above, as it he would preſently ſacrifice 1ſaac himſelf : 
Bur the Angel (his within-Corſczence) lays hold on his Arm, and ties 
up his haxd from ſtriking. And indeed = in a bad matter, may 
be humane policy, but cannot be Chriſtian valour. Ar beſt it is bur 
Beauty with a skar. And the end of intention, when it comes to aiſ- 


{ cover it ſelf in the end of the Aon, will have a greater influence 
| upon the mind of 4» than the ſucceſs, be it never fo proſperous, 1 
| may be applanded by the lookers on, as brave and fall of Fortitade. 


When the Bares and Flutterings of a Conſcience within ſhall blow up 
coles, and kizale noching but flames thar ſhall conſume me. If I fight 
in a bad Cauſe, I fight againſt my ſelf as well as againſt my Enemy ; 
For beſides him, yon. p my Soxl againſt my Body : and, inſtead of 
one Enemy, I make my ſe/f two at the /ceſf, Bur ina Fuſt cauſe, 
how bountiful of all things 1s a Chriſtian ? Nothing in the zzvention 
of man can appatl his Neble (ourage. "Tis true, there is no Religion, 


tainly the World hath never drank a quartcr ſo much blond of any 
other Religion, as ir hath done of the Chriffian. The number of all 
other Religions put together cannot come xeer the wnteld multitudes 
of Martyrs for Chriſtianity ; nor hath ever any other increaſed ſo 
with ſuffering : as if the Martyrdome of one were the watering to 
make another grow ſo far from avoiding the fury of their Enemies, 
as they have often itched after Torments with ati inward pleaſure, ſung 
while the Element of fire was whipping them : It their be any Nettar 
in this life, *cis in the ſorrows that we zndare tor goodneſs. The Cauſe 
gives courage, Which being juſt, we are backt by a Mehor Natura, that 
will not ler us fear. It is Davids querie Pſal. 27, when God was his 
lig ht, whom ſhould he fear ? He diſhonours God that in his cauſe gives 
ground. Who will tear a temporal King,when he is in pay under one 
that is eternal? When the Perſian Varanes checqu't Hormiſads for his 
Chriſtianity, and would have perſwaded him to renounce his pro- 


impious and impoſſible, to think thar he ſhould forſake the God of the 


Univerſe ro make him his fried that was King bur of a petty part. 
dogemy the Aged Polycarpm was urged to reproach his Chrilt, he tells 
the 


but ſome have ſealed the defence thereof with their ves. But cer-| 


{eſhon, His anſwer was, that he commanded that which was both | 


I ts 
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CENT. I]. |the Proconſal Herod, That fourſcorc and fix years he had ſerved him, 
WYWN | and never was harmed by him ; with what Conſcience then could he 
blaſpheme his King that was his Saviour 2 And being threatned on, 
with fire, it he would not {wear by Ceſars fortune ; he tells him, 
'Twas his 7gzorazce that made him to expect it. For, ſays he, it you | 
know not who 1 am, hear me telling you, that I am a Chriſtian. 
And when at the fire, they would have ftaſtned him to the ſake, the 
brave Biſhop cries out to let him alone as he was. For, that God who 
had exabled him to endyre the fire would exable him allo without any | 
Chazns of theirs to itand ammoved in the midſt of flamrs. So with his 
hands behind him, anſtir'd, he took his Crown. So may you ſce ſome , 
Reverend Temple fix'd, not valuing all the winds, till fatal Yrolence | 
torce it down ; or piece-meat clſe the cager flame divelt it into Cin- 
ders. Hcre was diſcovered the Noble and Heroick Nature of Chrilti- | 
anity, the ſtrongeſt courage in the weakeſt age ; A Magnanimity as far 
excceding old Rowes boaſted Scewola's : as the whole body, does 
the hand in Aagnitude. When Lacius was lead to Execution he gave 
thanks that being diſmiſſed from wicked Maſters, he ſhould be remut- | 
ted to the King of Heaves, Vidtor Uticenſis tells us, That when 
Dionyſia a Noble Matron was immodeſtly denudated and barbaronſly 
icourged, with a Corrape beyond her Sex and in the midſt of bloud ihe 
rold her Tormertors, That what they intended'for her ſhame ſhould 
hereafter be her Glory. Ir is moſt true that in marters unjuſt, Chri-' 
ſtian Religion wheys the bloud and makes a Coward of man: Burt in 
matters that are right, it advances Humane Courage beyond the ſfan- 
dard of humanity. fAeaven and the commands of a Dezty are in the 
eye, whereby all the Temprations of this World become #nedged and 
unprevailing. And certainly one naain cauſe hercof is his Hope, where- 
in as well as Fortitude he excels all other, as fecing further by the! 
Goſpels light than any in the world beſide. The Heathen as they lived | 
in darkneſs, ſo they going to the Bed of Death without a Candle, ſaw 
not where they were to Iye. And in the gezeral, they ſaw nothing j 
beyond Death, but cither Dwll Oblivion or Annihilation. Or it not | 
theſe, they dyed in doubt ; which more than any thing diſtracts the | 
mind in uncertainty. | 

Poſt mortems nihil eſt : ipſaque mors nihil ; 

yelocts ſpatit meta noviſima, 

Spem ponant avid, ſolliciti metum. 

Querts, quo jaceas poſt obitum Loco? 

Quo non-nata jacent. 

Death nothing is ; and nothing in it's place : 

"Tis bur the laſt point of a Poſting Race. 

The greedy, Hope : the troubled Fear lay by. 

Wouldeſt know where cis, that atter Death men lye ! 

'Tis where thoſe are, that xever yet were boys. 
Having this from ſo grave an Awthor as Sexeca we may for the moſt 
conclude it the Heathen Creed. Mahumetiſme indecd propoſerh _] 
ehing 
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[thing after the bodies diffolution. Bur it is a ſenſual happineſs, ſuch 
as the frailty of the Body is Capable of ; ſuch as here they cover, they 
propoſe in Paradiſe. So the change being little, the expetfation can- 
not be great, fince Life that they exjoy here in ſome certainty of know- 
ledge, will be rather preferr'd, than a lirtle bettering with the hazard 
{chat is run in 4y/zg. The Few in part allows an 1mmortality : though 
the Sadduces deny it. 90, their hope is buryed in the ſame grave with 
them. And tor the major part they hold Pythagoras his Metempſuchoſis, 
only limiting it to the ſame ſpecies. And their Fear is as well of worſe, 
as their Hope 1s of any better being. Bur the Chriſtian hath a Hope 
that is better far. The Joys attending him are ſpiritual and eternal, 
The beatifical Yiſtow of the face of God, to ſee and know the im- 
|-menſe Creatour of all things. The anioz to the God-head, the ijoy- 
ment of 2 Deity beyond our here Conceptions, bleſſed ; Such things 
as tor the great Apoſtle were not lawful here to utter, the being freed 
from evil and the tear of ir, the being ſer in a ſtate of purity and per- 
fection, far beyond the thoughts that here in the weakneſs of the fleſh 
we carry, as far exceeding our preſent Apprehenſions as Spirits do 
excced the dreſs of black corruption. The Hope and Faith of theſe 
-[muſt needs begert a Fortitude, which others wanting theſe can never 
reach. Death as a Pirate ſteals away others from their (onrtyy here, 
and with ten thouſand fears they are diſtrafFed, becauſe they know 
not what they ſhall be put.to. But the Chriſtian goes as ſent for by 


PII 


——. A. 


utterable. And indeed is happict here, becauſe he knows he ſhall 
be happier after : He can be context to part with a life here full of 
{Thorns and Acerbities, that ke may take up one that's glorious and - 
corruptible : and having this Anchor above others, with far more caſe 
he rides out all the ſtorms of Life. Next, In (harity he ſurmounteth 
all the proteflors of all the other Religions. He can part with all tor 
that God that hath provided more than all for him. He can, not on-! 
ly bear, but pardon, all the injuries that can betal him : not only par- 
don them, bur requite them with good. har Religion, bur it, will; 
teach man to pray for him that perſecutes him, to bleſs him that carſeth 


him, to heap Coles of fire upon his Head, that ſhall gextly warm his 


more zexcuſable * We look not upon him as a Chriſtian, if when he 
ayes he forgive not, and pray for, his Exemies. Herein ont-ſoaring the 
Diftates of depraved Nature, which would prompr us to retaliate 
wrongs ; This Charity begets his Fidelity. For indecd it 15 the glue of 
Souls, that by the i#fluence of Divinity cements them together in Tove. 
| \\ulla is major pietate vers eft. There is no Friendſhip like the friend- 
{pip of Faith: Nature, Education, Benefits, cannot all rogerher rye fo 
lrong as this. Chriſtianity knirs more ſure, more #ndifloluble. This 
makes a knot that Alexander cannot cat, a league Hell cannot break. 
For as Grace in het ſelf is far above Natwre, fois ſhe in her Effetts. 


inſeparable, 


[ER 


an Ambaſſadour to the Conrt of Heaven, there to partake felicities un- 


Charity, and inflame his Love, not render him worſe by making him 


Tae ſouls of Believers like wines once mixt, they freight — 


_ 


| 183 


' CznT. 11, 
LAWN | 


\ 
wy 


% +. ar 


| 184 


CzenT. II. 
OV DD 


jan juſt Title againſt Heaven, that repines at what the God of Hea- 


RESOLVES. 
inſeparable, as pureſt wools once mingled, never part : The fire cannor 
divide them. They flouriſh, fade, they Ive and dye together. A 
Chriſtian though he would, he cannot reſolve to be falſe. Whatloever | 
is joyned together upon temporal Conſiderations, may be by the ſame 
again diſſolved : but that Zeague which deduces its Original irom Hea- | 
ven, by Earth can ne're be ſevered. Tyrants ſhall ſooner want 7x- | 
vention for Torments, than Chriſtians with tortures be made Treache- | 
row, Who can ſeparate the conjunftions of a Deity? Nor is 1tin; 
kindneſs only, but in Reproof, that his fidelity ſhews it ſelt : However | 
he conceals his friends faults from the fAlcring eye of the world ; yer, : 
if he offends, his being a David and a King ſhall not free him from ' 
this Nathans Reprehenſion. To which he is drawn, that he may ſave 
not ſpoil. He ſcorns to be ſo baſe as to flatter, and hates to be ſo cur- 
riſh as to bite. So his Reproef is kindneſs,and the wounds he makes are 
not without Balſome to heal ; Theſe qualifications of all other men 
make a Chriſtian the beſt Companion. An Enemy he never is ; it at an 
time he ſeem ſo, *tis but ghar he may be a friexd. For he is wok 
to only ill. He would kill the diſeaſe, bur does ir, to preſerve the 
Patient ; So that it will be my Fault, not his, if he be not a friexd 
to me. And when he is ſo, he is ſure without private 1ztereſt, Fear, 
or Malice : and affords me a Security,which I cannot well cxpe& from 
any other Rank of men. | 
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XII. 
Of Loſſes. 


F we ſcan things rightly, we have no Reaſon to be ſadred for thoſe 

wordly goods that we loſe : For what is it we can loſe which pro- 
perly we can call ours 2 Fob goes further ; he blefſeth him thar rakerh 
away, as well as him that gives. And by a queſtion concludes his 
Contentment with both. Shall we receive good at the hands of the Lord, 
and not evz/? And hitherto, the Text cleers him from being paſſi- 
onate for any, or all, his Croſſes: If after he did fly out, It was 
the redarguing of his miſgnided friends, not his being ſtript of all ; 
that oved him. Nay *tis certain, in the RefFitnde of Reaſon we can- 
not loſe at all. If one lend me a Fewel to wear, (hall I, becauſe I «ſe 
it, ſay, 'tis my own. Or when my friend requires it again, ſhall I ſay, 
I have oft it; No, I will reſtore it rather. Though we are pleaſed 
that we are #raſted with the borrowed things of this Life ; we ought 
not to be diſplcaſed when the great Creatour calls for what he had bur | 
lent us. He does us no #zjury that takes but his own : And he pleads 


ven reſumes. It was denbtleſs ſuch a Confideration as this, that made; , 


1Zexo when he had been Shipwracke, only to appland Fortune and to. 


ſay, She had done honeſtly in reducing him bur to his Coat, Shall! 


God afford us all our lite long not only Feed but Feaſting, not for 
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Uſe but Ornament , not Neceſſity alone, but Pleaſure? and when 
at laſt he withdraws, ſhall we be paſſi-nate and Atelancholy? If 
in the blackneſs ot the x#ixht, one by accident allows me the be- 
refit of his light to walk by ; ſhall I quarrel him becauſe he brizgs 
me not home ? I am to thank him for a /zttle, which he did not owe 
me ; bur never to be Argry that be affords not more. He that hath 
abandance rides through the world on Horſe-back : Perhaps he is 
carryed with ſome more »eaſe; bur he runs the hazard of his Beaſt : 
And beſides the Caſualty of his own Frailty , he is ſubje& to the 
danger of thoſe fumbles that his Bearer makes. Me. that wants a 
plenty, does but walk on foot : He is not born ſo high upon the 
Creature, but more ſecurely pafles through the variow Adventures of 
life. And not being ſpurr'd by pricking want, may take his eaſe in #r«- 
wailing as he pleaſes. 

In all ſes I would have a double proſper? : T would conſider what 
I have oft, and I would have regard to whar I have left, ir may be in 
my /oſs 1 may find a Bepefir, -I may be rid with it of a Trouble, a ſnare, 
or danger. It it be wealth, perhaps there was a time when 7 had it not. 


hinder that 1 ſhould not do ſo now ? What news is it that a Bird with 
wings ſhould fly? Riches have ſuch, and *cis a thouſand to one bur 
ſome other did loſe them before. 1 found them when another /off 
them, and now *tis likely ſome other will find them from me : and 
though perhaps I may have loſt a Bexefit, yet thereby likewiſe I may 
be eas'd of a Camber. In moſt things of this zatnre 'tis the opinion of 
the /oſs more than the loſs that vexes. If yer the only prop of m 
life were gone I might rather wonder that in ſo many ſtorms I rid ſo 
long with that one ſingle Azchoy than now at laſt that it ſhould break 
and fail me. When War had raw1{bed all from Stilpo, and Demetrius 
askKd him, How he could brook fo vaſt a deſolation? He returned, thar 
he had /o/t nothing. The goods he had, he (till exjoy'd; his Virtue, Pru- 
dence, Tuſtice, ſtill were with him, theſe were matters permanent and 
immortal : for the other it was no wonder, That what was periſhable, 
ſhould periſh, | 

In the next place, let me look to what TI have lefr. He that miſ- 
carries once will husband what is left the better, It the Dye of Fortune 
hath thrown me an ill chance, ler me frive ro mend it by my good 
play. Whar I have. is made more pretiows by my wart of what ] 
once was owner of, If I have ft but lirtle, lerme be thankful that 
loſt no more, ſecing the remainder was as flitting as the reſt that's 
gone, He that in a Battail is but ſleightly wounaed rather rejoyces 
| that he is got off ſo well, thav greives that he was hurt at all. Bur, 
| admit it were all that is gone; A man hatch Hope.1till /xfe, And 


| he may as well hope to recover the things he hath /2f, as he did 


| Magazine, where he cannot deny but he may: be ſupply'd with Ad- 
| vantage ; God will be left ſtill. And, who can be poor who = 
| B b im 


85 


Ler me think if then I Zv/ 4 not well without it. And what then ſhould | 


| acquire them, when he had them not. This will lead him to a mew] 
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| poſition, not felt the anger of Vers; Yet he ſound enough ro cn- 


| Thornes and Buſhes are too rude and Clowniſh for the fineneſs of a! 
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him for his friend that hath all. In Peavy a Chriſtian can be rich ; and. 
ris a kind of Paradox to think he can be poor, that is deſtined to be 2| 
Kingdoms Heir. 


——_— 


KELL 
Of long and ſhort Life. 


Here is no queſtion bur Life in it ſelf is a Blefing : And it is 

not worſened by being long. The being of every thing, as a be- 
ing, is good. But, as ſome Attrons that are'good in themſelves, b 
their Circursſtances become (: ondemnable ; fo that life which abſtra- 
Qiively is good, by Accidents and Adherencies may become unfortunate; | 
He that lives long, does many times outlive his Happineſs. As even- | 
ing Tempeſts are more frequent, ſo they carry a blacker terrour 
along : Youth like rhe Sw, oft riſes cleer and daxcing ; when the after- 
noon is cloudy, thick, and turbulent, Had Priamws not liv'd fo long, 
he had neither ſeen his fifty Chilaren lain, nor Troy (enlarged) loft, 
nor himſelf after rwo and fifty years Reign made captive, and by | 
Pyrrhis (lain : Sylla got the name of Happy, Pompey of Great, yer by 
living long they both loſt both thoſe Tzrles : _Awgnſtus his high For- | 
tune was not ſweerned by his long extended-life. 1t could be no grear : 
pleaſure ro want an iflue male of his own ; to ſce his Adopted Sons | 
uptimely loſt ; his Dazghrers looſneſs ſtaining the Hononr of his Houſe : 
and at Jaſt rather by Neceſſity than choice to fix upon a Succeſſor | 
neither worthy of hizſelf nor Rome. How much morc bleft had Nero | 
been, if he had not out-liv'd his firſt five years of Empire? Whar 
is pal with us, we know: but who can prye into the Zowels of 
Fate ? And though (at that time) Seyxeca had only taſted the dif | 


force him to cry out : Hes quam multa penitenda occarrunt, din wi- | 
vende? Alaſs, how many irkſome bufincfles befall us by our living 

long? If a man be bad or wfortunate, he does but increaſe his 
miſery here or hereafter. If he be good, he is ſubjz& to the more 
abuſes : For, rhe greater part of the world is zl, 'and i! natur d' 
ſelf-love bends almoſt all men ro themſelves, preſcrring their own | 
Berefit before the inconvenience of another. And being fo, he that | 
is good is expoſed to more ſufferizgs than another, A good man grows 
in this world like ſome Garden-plant in a hedge, over-top'd and juſt- | 
led to a Declination : beſides his being ſhaded and dyopr upon, the | 


fruitful Tree, And if the World were good, vet the Buſineſs of the 
world is Youths. Age like a long travail'd Horſe rides dull toward his 
Jowrmeys end; while every new ſetter out,gallops away,and leaves him 
to his Melencholick Trot, In Youth, untaimed bloud does goad us in- 
to folly; and, till experience reins #s, we ride wnbitted, wild; and, 
in a waxton fling, diſturb our ſelves and all that come but neer ws. 


In 
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In Age, our ſelves are with our ſelves diſplealed. We are lookt 
upon by others as things to 'be- exdiwd, not courted or apply'd to. 
|Who is it will be fond of gathering fading flowers? Fruits ipalt 
Maturity grow leſs to be efteem'd, Beauty it (elt, once Autumn d, does 
not terpt. | | 


ſays) our lite be a warfare, who is it will be Angry that it ends be- 
times? Along ſupper, though a tealt, does grow to atedious thing; 
becaule it tyres us to a Zaſſitade, and keeps us from our reſt that 1s 
{[weeter. Lite is but a play-upon this worlds:ſtage.” And if a man were 
to chuſe his part, in diſcretion he would not take it for the' /engrh, bur 
for the eaſe and goodpeſs, The-ſhort {fe has the ſhorter Audit to 
make. And if it- be one of the greateſt Felecities that can befal man, 
to be in ſuch a Condition-as he may not diſpleaſe God ; ſurely rhen, 
ſoon to enter upon Death iis belt, '*Tis true, I may by living be 1- 
ſftrumental to Gods Glory, the good of there, and my own Benefit. 


| my Enemies Malice, the odds 15 on the other fide. Who can ſay, he 
can travail in ſafety when his way is in 4 Foreſt of 14d Beaſts, Thieves, 
and Ontlaws;when man is his own Swexzand when inall the freams he 


bur of a dowbrful and allayed pleaſure. -1 will not much care whe- 
ther my Life be loxg or fhort. If thort the fewer my days be, the leſs 
I ſhall have of Trouble,” the ſooner ſhall I arrive at Happineſs, It 1 
eſcape from nothing elſe, yet ſhall I eſcape from the' hazard, lite will 
keep me in. If long, let me be ſure ro lay i#-out in doing the more 
good, And then though 7 fay for it a while, yer 4s abſtinence ſharp- 
pens appetite, ſo wart and expectation will- make - my Foy more 
welcome, 
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Of Eſtabliſhing a troubled Government. 


E that would eſtabliſh a troubled Government mult firſt van- 


bodies. He that would rule over many, mult fr ft fie 
and Conquer ;, and be ſure to cut off thoſe thar raiſe up Tumults, or by 
a Majeſtique awe keep them in a ſtric# Subjettion, In'every able Prince, 
Lipfius would have two things eminent, Yi et Firtw, Power and 
Virtue. He ought to have power to break inſurrettion at home, and 
repel a force that would a#wade him from abroad. 'He ought to have 
Virtue to. preſerve his fete and Dignity, and by the neceſſary att of 
| Policy ſo to order all the ſtreams of Government as they may” run} 


On the other fide, what is it that we looſe by dying ? If, (as Job | 


Bur if 1 weigh my own Corruptions, the World's Temptations, aid} 


ſwims in, Bayts arc ſtrewed? Deathto'a Righteows man, whether it} 
cometh ſoox or /ate, is the beginning of a certaiz# happineſs ; the end 


quiſh all his Fees, - Who can be quiet while: his 'Ememie is in 
Arms againſt him. Fa&#ious heads (hould be higher by a = chan their | 
with many} 


| cleer and obediewt in their proper Chanels. ' Power” is, certainly, 
| Bbz the 
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Cxnrt. 11. |the moſt efſential part of Sewereignity. *Tis an inſeparable attribute of 
LW the Deity. God 1s Omnipotent as well as Ommiſcient, And without 
ir, he were not God : *tis that which diftinguiſheth and ſuper-poſits 
him above all.  VVhen we would ſpeak of the 7rue God indeed we al- 
ways name him God-_Almighty. As therefore he that would be a 
Prince, the firlk thing in his a7 ſhonld be Power ; fo when he is a 
Prince and deveſts himſelt of ir, he depoſes and wnthrones himiclt, and 
proclaims himſelt a Prey to any that will attempt the boldneſs bur to 
take. him. He ſeems to tell his Ememes, that he is now weak and 
unarmed, and: invites them\to- ſet wpor him. Without Power, he is 
but” Fortunts- Jdol,: which every Sejanmn may revile and ſpurn at his 
Pleaſure. *Tis Power that begers Fear, and Fear that firlt made Gods : 
But ſuppoſe he hath power, .it he have not Reſolution, like a Child he 
wears a Sword, but knows not how to uſe.it. Irreſs/ntion 1s a worler 
Vice than Raſhneſs : he that ſhoots beſt may (ometimes miſs the mark, 
'but he that ſbeots' ot at all ſhall be ſure never to hit it. ARaſh a&t 
may be mended-by the at#ivexeſs of the penitent, wien he ſees and 
(finds his error,, But Irreſolutien loolens all the joynts of State : like 
an-Ague it ſhakes not this or that Zimb, but all the body is at once in a 
ft. ?Tis the dead palſey, thats. without almoſt a Miracle, leaves a 
Mag unrecoverable. The irrefolute war is likted from one place to 4n0- 
ther, till ryt'6s: laſt he hath no place left to reſt a. - He flecks from 
one Egg to anothers. ſo hetcheth nothing ar laſt, but adales all his Acti- 
ons. An ealie Prixce at beſt-is but an uſeleſs thing, A facile natur d 
Man ray be a good Companion for a private perſon : but, for a Prince 
to be ſo, is miſchief to himſelf} and others. Remiſſneſs and Connivence 
are the ruizes of unſecled Kingdoms. The Game of Majeſty will not ad- 
| mit.of too open.a play; Srmplicity is as Liberality , of which Tacitws 
obſerves,” Neſt. moans adfit, in exitinm vertitur, It it ſtands too ſtill, 
it putrifies, | 

| My paſſions and affeftions are the chick diſfurbers of my Civil 
State, Whar peace can I expe within me, while theſe Rebels are 
not under Swbjetzon ? Separations are the wounds of a Crown, where- 
by neglected it will bleed ro death, If 1 have not the virtue of Fudg- 
ment to diſcern their trains, and fly Suggeſtions ; It 1 have not the | 
virtue of Courage to withſtand their Force and Batrertes : .If I have 

not the-power of Awthority tocommand them to Obeazence ; 1f 1 have 

not the power of ſtrength to maſter all their (omplications : 1 leave my 

(elt a prize to vice, and at laſt ſhall not /zve ro be man. Plato was of | 
| Opinion that thoſe Common-wealrhs could not be. ſafe, whoſe Gover- 

zours were not Philoſophers, Or whoſe Prince was not a ſtudent of wiſ- 

dow. And ſurely, 1t a Man underſtands not ſomething of Reaſon, or | 
be not- able to Judge of prudence, he (hall yerythardly find a Lite with- 

jour Broyls, or be able to govern his own «zruly paſſions. Therefore as 

the Prince that will be ſafe among turbulent Subjetts, muſt cver be| 
(upon his Gzerd ; fo he that knows the /rregmlarities of his' own Ge] 
prav'd «ffecFions, muſt keep perpetual Senrizelupon them, Adleeping | 
ba 1. = | ', OE Samſon 
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RESOLVES, 
Samſon needs bur a feeble Woman to cur his locks off, and deliver him 
up to deſtruttion. *Tis Security and confidence that as oft undoes a 
Prince, as Force. But vigilance is ſeldom under-mix? d. A ſtate awake 
and upon irs Gward, tis difficult ro ſurprize. Cato was of opinion that 
Governour delerved moſt praiſe that could govern himſelf and his 
paſſions.” 'And as the ſtrength of him that. commands conliſts moſt in 
the conſent of thoſe that obey : ſo if I can bring my paſſions and af- 
fefFions to ſybmut to Religion, and Reaſon, I may ſertle my Dominion 
in my {clt ſo, as I necd nor fear the aflault of chem without me. If 
{ cannor prune off all my ſuperfluices, let me yet fo reſtrain them as 
F may not a& my own ſhame, nor give matter of zſultatioz to others. 
If my {trength be oncegone and I become blind, 1 then am fitted ro 
make ſport for the Philiftims. He that is a ſlave to himſelf, and his 
own fond' lufts, can never long preſerve his /berty from others. As 
man is commonly his own prime flatrerer, fo is he, for the moſt part, 
the firſt Ehgine of his own low ſervitade. 


p XV. 
Of doing Good with Labour, and Evil with Pleaſure. 


T was anciently ſaid. That whatſoever good work a man doth with 
labour, the labour vaniſheth, bur the good remains with him that 

wrought it: And whatſoevr evil thing he doth with pleaſure, the 

pleaſure flies, bur the evil ſtill reſteth with the AcFor of it, Goodpeſs 

making Jabour ſweet, while evil turneth pleaſure ro a burthen. The 

Creation, which was Gods work for {ix days, hath both publiſht and 

perpetuated his glory ever fince, Where the ex4 is but profit alone, 

how uncomplainingly we toyl and tug the #rexzbling Oar ; we ſtrain 

our nerves, and anoint our ſelves with ſwear, and think it pleaſure 
while we compaſs what may ſo/ace us hereafter. The firſt Inventors 
of Arts, though with pains they ſpent tnuch imme and zreaſure too; 

yer being done once, all their watchings are preſently vaniſhe. Bur 
the f7wit of their /abowr, paid them with context, while living ; and 
after thar, gives the Tribute of a Noble Fame to their wemory. While 
we are working what is good, we are but ſcattering ſeed, which after! 
all our harrowing, will ripen up to happineſs tor our ſelves : like well 
plac'd benefits, they redound to the Collators honour. Beneficinnm dando 
accepit, qui dig no dedit : By giwing he receives a bemefit,. chat Jays it 
| on the well-deſerving man. Alexander Severus was of ſo Noble a Na- 
tare, that he thought not thei his friends, that a5#d not ſomeths 


| opinion was, thar he ought to be held for beſt, that retain'd his friends 


of him: And when it was in diſpute, who was the bef® Prince? his! 


by favonrs, and reconcil'd his Enemies With courtefies. Fullus Hoſtilius 
' was to Rome a forreiner a Tradeſmans fon, and att Exile ; yer his 
' induſtrions virtues lifted him ſo defervedly to the rop of Henoar, that 
' Valerius Maxima (cruples not to tell us ; That Rowe never repenttd, 
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CEenT. II. |that ſhe borrowed a King from hcr neighbours, rather than ſet up one | 
UWYWNs lof her own. His Succcior Sertizs Tullizs, was not Icls a wonder : | 
The ſame City that bred him a ſlave, for his wi77ues choſe him a | 
King ; and to his cternal Honour, lctt his Statue paradox'd with Servi- | 
tude and Royalty. | 

Nay, it's certain, though the ſucceſs of noble attions be ſometimes 
moſt Zagratefwl ; yet, when they are done out of wprightneſs and in- 
tegrity, they reward the Author with ſuch an inward ſhine of conſci- 
ous ſatisfattion, that he remains wxprickt with the darts of even the 
worſt returns. And the greater his /abour and hazard was, the plca- 
ſanter is the remembrance wacn *cis paſt. In dangers eſcaped, a mas | 
may find himſelf beloved of the Deity, guarded by his better Anget, 
and cared for by a Genizs that he knew not of 3 which cannot bur ad- 
miniſtet comfort and content to himſelf : whereas unworthy and ingio- 
riows ations, though they give a preſent blaze to the fintul corruption 
of man ; yer itis fach a fire, as that is of burzing-houſes; where the 
flame, while ſhining, is not without affrighting ſmoke ; but, that once 
paſt, the exd is rubbiſh, ſtench, and ruine. Tarquin's rape was dogg'd 
with the ever-throw of his honſe, and expulſion of Monarchy. Sforzs 
languiſh'd near as many years a priſoner in the Tower of Loches, as 
he had »ſarped Empire in his Nephews turmoyled Dukedome. When 
Lyſumachus, through thirſt, was, forced to yield himſelf to the Scy- 
thians ; he could then bewail himſelf, that tor ſo ſhort a pleaſare, he 
ſhould part with ſo great a happineſs as his liberty. Like a draught 
of pleaſant poyſon, the guſt is goxe, while the torture ſtays, and 
burns us to our grave. How long an age doth many a man repent one 
youthful ryot? Surely, as a wiſe man never repented of a good attion ; fo 
he never did, but repert of a bad one. 1 will not theretore care how 
laborious, but how honeſt my attzons be , not how pleaſurable, but how 
good. It it could be, let mie be virtuous and noble, withour pleaſure ; 
rather than wicked, with much joy. It was indeed, a reſolution well 
beleeming a Royal Chriſtian, That he had much rather be in che Cata- | 
logue of Unfortunate Princes,than of wicked, tor his judgement clearly 
was, That a Crows was not worth taking up, or enjoying, upon ſoraia, 
| diſhononrable. and irreligious terms. 


| 


| 


% 
That Pirtue and Vice generate after their kind, 


S in the firſt 7»ſtitution of Nature, and the Propagation of Cor- 

I poreal Eſſences, it was enacted, and yer continues, That every 
thing ſhould bring forth fruit after his kind : So I find it in the propa-, 
1c4rz0n of Virtue and Yice, they bring forth fruit after their kind, Vir- 
tue- begets Virtue. Vice begets Vice, And tis as natural for a man to 
expect a return of Yirtue out of Virtue. and a return of Yice out of 


Vice, as "tis for him to expe& an Elephant ſhould beger ay Elephant, | 
OT * 
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that when Scipio had his Triumph, Terextius, though a Senator, pur 


| high in the Empcrours Heroick breſt, that it made him cheſt, that 


[ſhould be abated into (ontinence, by only meeting with a wetive Ao- 
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or a Serpent beger a Serpent. Nay, not only the gezwe, but the very 
ſpecies holds ; and oirentimes, .the proportion of . that /pecies too. 
High actions beget a return of AZtons that are fo : And poor low 
flagging deportments, beger a return of the like. The Eccho is accor- 
ding to the worce that ſpeaks : The report of the Peice is proportionable 
ro the magnitude it bears: It it be but by reflefFion only, the beams 
are reverberated bright, as is the Sw that ſhines them. And clowds | 
import a ſhade, as is their proper blackneſs. For his fs iendſbip and | 
hs the Romans beſtowed on Attalus the Kingdom of Perg am: : | 
and he to expreſs gratitude ( not having children of his own) left 
the City of Rome his Heir ; returning their gift advantag'd with his 
infinite wealth. Camillas his Noble att of whipping back that treache- 
rous Schoolmaſter by the Youths that he would have betray d, obtained 
him the yielding up that City to him, which his va/ozr with all the 
Arms of Rome could not enforce. Terentins his virtues and his be- 


ing one of the Roman Senate, made fo deep an —_— in Scipio's 
manly heart, that whew'the Carthaginians came to {ue for peace and a 
league, he would not hear them, till they brought him forth diſcharg'd 
ot his /mpriſenment, whom he placed an the Throxe with himſelf, and 


then diſmiſs'd his arms. And this againlo prevailed with Terentize, 


himſelt into Scipio's Livery, and as his freed man wazted on his pom- 
pous Chariot. In the ſecond Punick War, when Capua was beſieged 
by Falvizs, two Conntrey wenches would needs be kind to Rome ; one 
daily made her offering for the. ſafety of the Army, the other ſupply'd 
the captiv'd Souldiers with food andother neceſſaries : which ar the 
ſaccage of the place, the Senate of Rome required with reſtoring 
chem their goods and liverty, and granting-them what elſe they de- 
fired. He teachcs me to be goed, that does me good : he prompts me 
to exlerge my heart to him, that firſt ealerges his own to me, If 
virtue in the heart be not totally dry'd up and withered : Curteſies 
receiv'd, are waterings that make it fhoor wp and grow, till ir flower 
and returns a ſeed. That Yirgin which the looſe Conrtiers of Charles 
the fifth, had purveyed for his wanton appetite ; when with tears for 
our blctied Ladies ſake (whole pifture then adorn'd the room ſhe 
was in) ſhe begeg'd the preſervation of hcr Chaſtity; ir wrought fo 


was reſolv'd ro be otherwi'c; and ro reward her for that wirtue 
which he fully did intend to w4o/are : being indeed a rare example, 
that /uſt, fired by youth, power,and opportunity, and enflamed by Beauty, 


defty. And the ſame genuine cfle&t hath vice, It not only corrupts 
by example, but it ſows it ſelf, and gives a crop of the ſame grain that 
by our ſelves is ſcatter'd. With the froward thou thalt learn froward- 
neſs. Paſſion enkindles paſſion ,, and pride begers pride. How many 


ſows Iniquity, mult look to reap it, Did not Davids Murther an 


are calm and quiet, till they mcert with one that is Cholerick? He "nd 


Adultery 
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Cent. 11. | Adultery, bring the Sword and Inceſt into his Family? How facally 
UYNY | and evidently was the 2affacre at Pars, Icourged in thoſe that were 
held for the chicfeſt ators and contrivers of it ? Charles the King, \ 
before the 25th year of his Age dy'd, batt'd, and dyed in bloud. ; 
Anjou, the ſucceeding King was afſſinated, and flai in che ſame 
room the Maſſacre was plotted in. Guiſe, murdered by the Kings : 
appointment. . The Queen, conſum'd with grief. And with ſacceed- | 
ing Civil war, both Paris and the Nation torn. It is a ſtrange reta- | 
liation in the ſtory of Yalentinian and Maximus. Palentinian by fraud 
and force witiated the wife of Meximns : for which Maximus by 
fraud and force mwrder d him, and marryed his wife : whoſe diſdain 
to be compel /d, and deſire to revenge her Husbanads death, mae her 
plot the deftruttion of Maximum and Rome. And indeed, *tis ſo plen- 
tifully proved in all ſtories, that no Proverbis become more true than 
the ſaying of the Satyrift. 

Ad generum Cereris, fine cede & ſanguine, pauci 

Deſcendant Reges, & fucca morte Tyranni, 

Few Tyrants find Death natural, calm, or good ; 

But, broacht with ſlaughter, rowl to Hell in blood. 

There is in Yices not only a natural produttion of evil in general, 
bur there is a proportion of- parts and dimenſions; as if the feed 
brought forth the plant, or the parent did beger the ſor. Begoas, a Per- 
fian Noble man, having poyſon'd Artaxerxes and Arſamnes, was detc- 
Ged by Darin, and enforced to drink poyſor himſclt. Diomedes, that 
with humane fleſh fed beaſts, ar laſt by: Hereales was made their food | 
himſelf. Pope Alexander the 6th,: having deſign'd the poyſoning of 
his friend Cardinal Adrien, by his Cup-bearers miſtake w the Bottle, | 
he coſencd the Cardinal of his draught ; fo dyed by the ſame Engine 
that he himſelf had appointed to k-{ another. Treaſon and falſbood how | 
o'ten is it paid inits own peculiar kind ? Tarpers that berray'd ber fa- | 
ther, for what Tatizs bis Souldiers wore on their armes, inftcad of the | 
Pracelets (he expected, was paid with their Shields thrown on her till 
they prefied her to death. And to requite the faſhood of three Captains, 
whom he hired to diflwade Philip of Auſtria from giving him battel, 
Charles the fourth of Germany paid them in phe) 5 money, afluring | 
chem that counterfeit, money was good cnough for their counterfeit fer- | 
vice, Certainly, in vain they expe& good, that would have it ariſe 
out of evil. I may as well when I plant a Th;/tle, expett a Fig : or 
upon ſowing Cockle look for wheat, as to think by indirelt courſes, to 
beget my own benefit, But, as the beſt Husband looks to have his 
ſeed the cleaneſt , ſo doubtleſs, the beſt policy for a mans ſelf, is to 
ſow good and honeſt Attions, and then he may expect a harveſt that is 
anſwerable. 
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XVIL 
Of Memory. 


C Hould the Memory of the World but fall aſleep, what a Fair.of 
,_. mad Beaſts would the Earth be 2, and ſurely much the madaer for 
the Toxgaes vince he that forgets himſelf” in his tongue gives an other 
cauſe ro remember him cither with »eg/e, or offence. ; Iv all that 
docs belong to man, you cannot find a greater wonder. What a srea- 
ſury of all things ia the lite of Adam? VWhar a Record, what  Fowrnal of 
all> As if Provident Nature, becauſe ſhe would have Man circum 
ſpef#, had provided him an Account-book to carry always with him. 
And though it be the worlds vaſt Izvertory, yet it neither barthens 
nor fakes wp room: To my lelt ir is inſentible, I feell no weight ir 
prefles with ; to others 'tis inviſible, when I carry all withinme they 
can (ce nothing that I have. Is it not a mairacle, that a man from the| 
grane of Sand to the full and glorious Sun, ſhould lay up the world 
in his Brazn; and may at his pleaſure bring out what part he liſts, 


(hould add more > What kind of. thing is it, in which-che ſpacious' 
Sex is ſhoard and bounded? where Citties, Nations, the Earths great 
Globe and all the Elements refide without a (amber? How is. it- that 
in this lictle /#w4ſible place, the height of the Szar,- the bigneſs of thar, 
the diſtance of theſe, - the compaſs of rhe Earth, and the Nature .of 
all ſhould lic and always be ready for producing as a- man ſhall 
think fit. It a Conjurer call up but his phanatique Spirits,how we flare 
and ſtartle ar their ſtrange approach? Yet here by 1maginations hel 

we call what ere we have a mind to, to atpear before ws, and in thoſs 
proper fbapes, we have heard them related in, or-elſe in thoſe which 
we our ſclves have ſcen them in. Cexrtainly, it cannot be bur a 
work of- infiniteneſs that ſo little a Globe of ſkull as- max hath, ſhould 
hold ſuch an almoſt infinity of 6»fineſs and of knowledge. -Whar 
Oceans of things exattly and orderly ſtreaming forth ſhall we find from 
the tongue of an Oratorr,that one who did not ſee him ſpeaking would 
believe he read them in ſome printed Catologue ; and tc that does 
ſee him, wonders from what inexhauſtible Fountain (uch cafic ſtreams 
can flow? Like a Twgher playing his prize, he pulls words like R:ibbonds 


Heaven, of Hell, of paſt things and to come. Alearned, man by his 


Library about him. As the Pſalmiſt ſays of the Sun, ' It goes from 
one end of the Heaven to the other, aud nothing is hid from rhe 
hcat thereof : So the Memory with imagination travails to and fro 


comprehended by it. And the Adiracle s ; Neither after all this,-nor 
before, can any print hereof be diſcern'd, What is outwardly ſeen 


= 


yer never empty the place that did conzazm it,. nor crowd it though he | 


out of his mouth, as faſt as two hands can draw. Ask him of the] 
Sea, he can tell you what is there, ot the Zand,' of the Shye, of} 


Memory alone is the Treaſury of all the Arts, he walks-not without a[' 


berwcen the moſt remoted parts, and there is nothing that is nut} 
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more than there is in a /zvely Image, which is no other than a Pleck ? 
And who can tell me where this vaſtneſs [yes * What hand, what 
per did write it ? Anatomize Man, and you (hall find there is no- 
thing in him like it. Boxes, Sinews, Nerves, 2Auſcles, fleſh, bloud, 
veins, and marrow, and corrupting ſubſtances; but no relick, no like- 
zeſs," of that which in his lite came trom him. No zract, no rettor 
of- any thing remote or forein, Difle& the Brain, the Senfts ſeat, and 
the ſhop of buſie thoughts, and Court of Record in Man. Nhat do 
the carions inſpeffors of Nature find there > bur a white and ſpongeous 
ſubſtance divided: into three ſmall Cells, to rhe ſmalleſt of which the 
Memory is aſcribed, but not a limenor any onc 1dea of any thing that's 
abſent can be read there. Certainly, it mmomentany and putrefattive 
man can undiſcerned and unburthen'd bear ſo much about him ; 1t fo 
little a point as the leaſt Terria of the brain the Cerebellum can hold in 
it ſelf the notions of ſuch 7meaſurable extents of things : we may 
rationally allow Omniſcience to the great Creatonr of this and all things 
elſe. For doubtleſs we know what we do remember, and indeed | 
what we remember not we do not know. Cicero tells us, 'tis the 
Trace of things printed in the mind. Queſtionleſs *cis an underftanding 
fatulry 'conſerving thoſe 7deas ariſing from common ſenſe through 
imagination, which with che help of theſe again whenever there is 
cauſe thee's ready to prodxce them. *Tis the Souls repoſitory where 
ſhe ores up all thar ſhe is pleasd ro keep, the furniture of the 
world lyes there packt up : and as he thar gocs into a Ward-robe, 
miſſing ſometimes ar firſt of what he ſecks for, removes, and turns 
over fevcral parcels, before he finds the thing he comes to look for : 
So man oth* ſodain remembers not all he would, bur is ſometimes 
put to hart ard tumble over many things till he comes ar laſt ro thar 
he therc would find: as it wrapt up in folds, by degrees we wnlap and 
light upon them. Nor is the dificrence hercof in men Jeſs wonder. 
In ſome men how proazzzons | In others how dead and dall ? Appin 
Claudius had ſo ſtrong a Memory, that he boaſted he could ſalate all the 
Citizens of Rome by their Names. And Mithridates of Pontws could 
ſpeak 22 Languages, and Muſter his Souldjers by his memory, callin 

them all by their names. And upon this ground where the Senate bad 
condemn'd his Books to be burnt, Caſſius Severus told them, It they | 
would not have them remain, they ſhould barz him roo, for that he 
had them all in his »zemzory. On the other fide ſome of the Thra- 
cians were uſually fo blockiſh, that they could nor count beyond for, 
or frve. And Meſſals Corvinus livd to forget his own Name: as 1 
have known ſome, that have in health forgot their own children, whom 
they have dayly ſeen and liv'd with. If we conſult Philoſophy, how 
chis huge dieridci comes, thart'will prefume ro rell us, *tis from rhe 
temper ofthe brain ; the modcrately dry being happier in their emo- 
ries, than the over-moiſt, which being liquid =] ſlippery, are leſs 
receptive and tenacious of any flight impreſſions thar occaſionally there. | 
on are darted, Like imply of the Sun on water, they ſhine ar 

preſent, 
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preſent, bur leave no fign that they were ever zhere ; and this may be 
the reaſon (becaule of their great humility), why »wemory in children is 
ſo brictle. But how it comes to paſs, that many old men can remem- 
ber things of their youth done threeſcore years ago, and yet not thoſe 
' | they acted bur the day before,* is certainly to be admired ; fince none 
can tell me, where they lodge charadteriz'd the while, without being 
ſbuffled out, or quite defac'd by new ſucceeding ations. One thing 
in the Memory beyond all, is obſervable. We may calily remember 
what we are intent upon; burtwith all the art we can uſe, we cannot 
knowingly forget what we would, What would ſome give, to wipe 
their ſorrows irom their thought, which, maugre all their induſtry, 
they cannot but remember, With good reaſon therefore would the 
wide Themiſtocles have learn'd the Art of forgetfulnes, as deeming it 
far more beneficial ro man, than that (fo much cry'd up) of memory. 
And for this cauſe, (doubtleſs) we had need be careful, that even in ſe- 
cret, we plunge not into evil Attions, Though we have none ro wit- 
neſs what we do ; we ſhall be gall'd ſufficiently with our own pecu- 
liar memory ; Which haunting us perperually with all our beſt endea- 


if Memory did not feed it to Eternity. *Tis that which makes the 
penal part of Hell : tor whether it be the puniſhment of ſs, or the 


In order unto this, I will not care tokyow, who*tis that dues me 
injury, that I may not by my memory malice them. Remembring the 
wrong, I thay be apt to malign the Author, which not knowzng, 1 (hall 
free my ſelf of vexation, without the bearing any grudge to the man. 
As good Adtions, and ignorance of ill, keep a perpetual calm in the 
»ind : (o queſtionleſs, a ſecret horror is begotten by a ſecret vice, From 
whence we may undoubcedly conclude, That thouzh the gale of ſucceſs, 
blow never ſo full and proſperouſly, yer no man can be truly happy, 
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XVIII. | N 
No man Honeſt, that is not ſo in his Relation. | 


Eſides the general and neceflary dependence that every -za7 muſt, 
B and ought to have upon God; There is no man whatſocver, bur 
is even in this world particularly related to ſome particular perlon 
above the gexerality of other men. He can neither cope into the world 
[nor continue init, and be an Independent man : And by his demeanor, 
in his ſtricteſt Relations, he may be gueſled at in the other progreſs 
' and courſe of his lite. 1n all che Relations that arc contingent to men, 
| thoſe are moſt binding, which Nature hath framed: zeereft in the 
ſeveral conditions of men. . In which, if a man be not honeſt in 


vours, We cannot either caſt away, or blot out. The worm would ae, 


that is not truly zxznocerr. | 


puniſhment of ſexſe : *ris memory that does exflame them both, Nor} 
is there any en. in the ſoul of man, but what the memory makes. 


| vain he is expected to be found o in others, that are more difantly 
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be drawn to love thoſe who are nothing to him : So is it wi 


extended from him. The higheſt zye of all, (as moſt concerning the 
publique good), I take to be berween a bor Subject, and legitimate. 
Prince purſuing the good of the Countrey. He is Pater Patrie, and 
every ſubjeft is but a little more remoted ſox. He thar is prodigal 
of his Subjetts lives, will eaſily be drawn to be carelcſs of any bur his 
own. And indeed, (as (yrms uſed to ſay) No man ought to govern 
others, but he that ts better than thoſe that he governs ,, there being a 
greater obligation upon a Prince to be goed, than there is upon otber 
men : for, though he be humane in his Perſon, as others are ; yet, 
for the publick ſake, his Perſon is Sacred, and the Government he ex- 
erciſes is Divine; ſo, with greater caution ought tro bc adminiſtred, 
and, in imitation of the Gods, requires a greater height of virtue, 
ſo to irradiate his Throze, that men might gaze with Admiration, 
and obey with Reverexce, Near this was the Noble Spartans an- 
(wer, who when one defir'd to learn how a Prince might be ſafe with- 
out 2 guard, he replyed, Jf he ruled his ſubjeits 4s a Father doth his 
children. 
The ſame reciprocal zye is in ſubjects towards their Prince. And if a 
man be not bexeſt in this his Relation, thar is, in his Loyalty ; let no 
man expc& that man to be hoxeſt in any thing further, than conduceth 
to his own particular Intereſt : The breach of this, not only our of 
Political, but Natural Keaſon, the Lews have made more capital than 
other crimes ; not only puniſhing the perſon offending, bur atrainting 
all his Poſterity with the confiſcatzon of all that they were capable of; 
owing in this life. Rebellion being as Parricide and Witchcraft. Nor | 
is the Jenominy leſs than the Crime. To be a Traytor, delivers one} 
to the lowelt ſcorz of mer, as well as to the heavieſt curſe of law, 
And no State that cver yet I read of, but held ſuch »mworthy of life, 
and ſo not fit for any converſation of men, as having forteired in that 
all which makes one man companionable ro another. In like man- 
ner, he that is a Parezt, and moroſe, and froward to his children, 
hardly will be affable ro any. VVho negle&s Natare, undoubredly 
is an wrcivil man, He that loves not his ews, will not probabl 
< a chil, 3 
If he once contemn his Parezts, he expoſes himſelt ro be contemn'd 
by others. And to ſhew how horrid fins of this nature are, the Ze- | 
vitical Law made diſobedience unto Parents, ſtoning ; the worſt of 
the four capital puniſhments among them : Nor was he to /zve, thar 
had caxſed either Father, or Mather. Neither can I believe this law 
Was abrogated in the days of So/omen, wio tells us, The eye that 
mocketh hu father, or diſdains obedience to his mother, . the (rows of the 
walley (hall pick it out, or elſe the young Eagles eat it : which, in efte&, 
is to ſay, That he ſhall come ro ſome «timely end, either hang'd on 
ſome #ree, or caſt out without burial, for the fowls of the air ro feed 
ex, To this inclines the opinion of St. Ferome, where he ſays, Nec 
wultu ledends oft pietas Parentums : We ought not to caſt ſo much as a 


diſcentented look at the piety of a parent. He that hath forgot ro be a 


_—}_ ©. ti... tt. 


TE <> <_—_—_—_—_— 


ſon, is an Azrippa to the world, and is born averſe to Natere. As CznT. I. 
prrageed humors are the continued diſtemper of the body that did breed LNN 


them ; ſo a vitions and diſohedgent ſor is the torment of the Parent that 


begot him. It was a good reaſon the Philoſopher gave to one, why 
he ſhould not go to law with his father : Says he ; 1f you charge him 
unjuſtly, all will condemn you : And if your charge be juſt, you will yet | 
be condemned for blazing it. "Tis an unhappy queſtion Caffianm asked 
an undutitul ſon : Quems alienum tibi fidums tinvenies, fi twis hoſtis fmeris? 
| Qui fallere eudebit Parentes, qualis erit in cateros > What ſtranger 
ſhall he ere find faithful to him, that to his Parents is become an 
Enemy ? What will he be to others, that is to Parents falſe? Iris 
the ſame in other Relations, berween Hnsband and Wife, between 
Maſter and Servants. Cato did not doubt but ſhe would prove a poy- 
ſoner, that had tirlt been guiley of Adultery. And indeed, wholoever 
is not honeſt in his Relations, gives 4heworld an Ewidence, that he: can 
be falſe in the /eſſer, that hath already fazled in the greater. To be 
+ [falſe in our Relations, is to break our preft, in which both Religion and 
| [Nature hath ſet us. He that is perfidinns and untrue in that, cancels | 
all the boxds he after can be tyed in, When Faudar had betray'd: his 
Maſter, nor Friends, nor Enemies, nor his own Conſcience would 
endure him after. Whereas, he that behaves himfelt well in his Rela- 
tions, gives us hope of his being ſourd in all things that we have to, 
do with him befides. If we can believe tht Excellent Si{izs ; we | 
ſhall find by being falſe in 7heſe, we nat only loſe our ſelves with 
others ; but we become implunged even in all the calamities of life in | 
the ſeveral Relations that we have, and hve in. | 
——-2mui frangere rerum | 

Gaudebit patta, ac tenues ſpes linquet amici, 
Non illi domus, "aut conjux, aut vita, manebit 
Unquam expers luitus, lachr ymeque : Aget equore ſemper, | 
Ac tellure premens ; aget terum, note dieq; 
Diſpeita, ac violate fides —. 
ho loves to break 

Wiſe Nateres bonds, and cheat his friends poor hope, 

Contradts turmoil, and tears ; that never ſtop, | 

Nor heuſe, nor wife, ner bife is ſafe : but he | 

Ore-whelw'd with Earth, ploughs the unquiert Sea : 

A broken Faith diſcern'd, is fickneſs cver ——. 
Certainly, there is no man but ſome way hath relation ro others, 
cither by Religion, Policy, Nature, Alliance, or Humanity ; therefore as 
a (hriſtian, a Friend, a Kinared, a Saperiour, or 2 Man, to all a man 
[may take occaſion to be howeſf, Though I comply not with all their 
ways, yet Chriſtian Piety, and natural Probity is never to be perred with. 
He that looſes, or throws away theſe, deſcends into a Beef, that hath 
not Reaſon for his guide, and is humane but in ſhape alone. 
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[lowing them yet Salvation : though not ſo much from' the natural 
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X IX. 
Of the Salvation of the Heathen. 


Have met with ſome, that will not by any means allow that a 

Heathen may be ſaved. ' I do not know, that they ever read the 
Book of Life and Death, or were: admitted to the counſel of the moſt f 
High; no more, bur by colleCion ariting trom ſound Principles, and | 
the tender ſenſe of Humane Narure, Invcct, 1 know not how to ap-| 
plaud their Charity, that will-defperatc!y 1.5554 inch 2 world of men, | 
and the ſucceeding Generations, oi fo may 425 pa/t, and to rome. 
Is # not cnough, that we may be admired ro be Hetrs onr ſelves, | 


{but all our other Brethren mult be drſ-aherited? Nor can I think, God | 


approves their judgement, who' ſo {triftly undertake to limit his mer | 
cies,” which yet to.us appear not only above, but over all his works. | 
None 'of his CAtrributes being magnified nicer ſo much throughout | 
all the Scriptures, as his Mercyt And in ſome meaſure to allay the | 
ſeverity of the Law'; The firft rwo Tables that were delivered with | 
Thunder, Lightning, and Terfor, being broken at the giving of the | 

: f 
Second, God then was pleaſcd to proclaim The Lord, the Lord, ſtrong, | 


merciful, and gracious, flow to:H1ger, long-(uffering, &c. Where, to | 


{ballance the 10 precepts 1n the Decalogue, there are 10 Attributes re- | 


lating all to Favour andto Mercy towards Man. The Mercy-ſeat was | 
over 21] the Ark,and that all-ſhaded with the Cherubs wings. And why | 
thoſe Cherubims may not type unto us not only the #yo Tables of the | 
Law in the Ark ; but the two Teſtamerts ot the Lav and the Goſpel, | 
and the two Generations of theworld the Fews and the Gentiles, cithcr 

of them mutually reſpeRing'\each otter, and the Oracles of God ari- | 
ling from between them ; 1 know no prohibicton. Some indecd have | 
civen /aps'd Nature too too high a priviledge : Enabling her of her ſelf 
alone to work out her own Salvation, as Pelapiues, and before him (in- 
clining that way) Origen, And if I find him rightly cizedy- Zuing bus, 
where he tells us that Nama, Cato, Scipio, 'and ſuch like jult Heathen, 
without Faith in Chriſt were Natnrally ſaved, that is, bythe virtue 
of the Zaw of Nature which they did obſerve, The lat (the Obſey- 
vation of the Law) being intimared by the Apoſtle.” VWho tells us 
though they have no written Law, yet naturally doing the things of 
the Law, they arc « Law unto themſelves, Ochers have more mo- 
defy interpreted this Text, as Aquinas, and ſeveral more befide, al- 


knowledge they have both of God and good and evil, as from the help| 
they have in their Souls from the aſſiſtance of Sapernatural Grace, | 
whereby they are enabled through Faith to fulfil the Law. St. Peter | 
rells us, that in every Nation, He that feareth God and worketh Righte-| 
onſneſs i accepted with him. *Tis not Mans Merit, but 'tis Gods: Ac-| 
ceptance that is his ſecurity. And ſurcly, if we will not be too critical | 


we may find examples of this truth. Ir is doubriul whether Fob were | 
not | 
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not of the line of Eſau: certa'n, ſaith St. Auguſtine, He was neither 24- 
tural Iſraclite, nor Proſelyte, bur born and buricd in dumes. And Bel- 
lermine aflurcs us he was not of the Children of 1ſrae/: but cicher an 
Idamean, or an Arabian, Both of which were counted Enemies 'to 
Iſrael. Next may be inſtanc'd Melchiſedeck,Fethro the Pricſt of Aidian, 
Rahab the Harlot, Naaman the Syrian, and others. | 
- Bur it will be allcadged from rhe Fourth of the TA#s, That Sal. 
| ration cannot be had by any other but by Chriſt. For among men there 
is given no other Name under Heaven, whereby we- mult be ſaved. 
And without Faith in him Salvation cannot. be had, and Baith in him 
rhey cannot have, becauſe they never heard of him. 1 grant all bat 
the laſt, and literally char too. 1 doubr not bur all,to whom the ſound 
of the Goſpel hath any way come, are ſtrictly obliged ro this : Whey 
God hath ſhewed them chis Name, in vain they ſeek tor arother. No- 
minal (hrift is neceſlary to thoſe that have »omnally heard of him. 
Yet who can tye up the Spirit of God, from i/luminating this to their 
fouls, eirher in their /zfe, or in the very Farewell of it > Burt this is ra- 
ther poſſible than proving, Though I hope it will not prove a Paradox 
if 1 ſhould beg leave to believe that ſome who never heard of Chriſt, 
may yer dze and be ſaved by having a Faith in him. How many 0! 
them have dyed Penitent tor their fins, for which they have found 
their Conſcience checquing them, and withall wholly reſting them- 
ſelves on the Mercy of the Supreem God? What was the Philoſophers, 
O ens entium miſerere mei, but this > He would never have fled to' 
mercy, if his Soul had not been conſcions of ſome i//: And if he had 
not had Faith he would never have prayd for ir, ſince ho man prays 
for that whereof he does deſpair the Grare. What were the laſt 
words almoſt of every common Malefattor among them art his end, bur 
a defiring God and Nature to forgive him ? Beſides rhe Grace and 
Favour of God, two things are required of Man for the attaining of 
his Salvation, Faith and Repentance, For to both theſe hath God 
engaged himſelf. He that Repents ſhall find Adercy, and he that be- 
beves ſhall be ſaved, Repentance cloſerh the breaches of that Law 
which fin before did wiolate. When the heat of Luft hath {hriveled 
up the Conſcience into wownas and clefts, (a8 Rain on Earth that's 
chapp'd) repenrant Tears will fill up all thoſe Chaſms : Panitentil: 
aboleri peccata indubitanter credimas, ſaies vx. an, 7 5/8 Repent and 
believe, is the precept of the Goſpel. Now-l would ask the queſtion, 
wherher Chrift crwcified and Gods: Mercy be not things co-encident ? 
Nay, if it be notthe very effe&t and and height of Gods meyey : which 
they flie tothougi not in the /iteral name of Chriſt yet in ſuch a name 
as 1s the ſame, and comprehends the offered Chrilt 'in it, <Merey. 
The Merecy-ſeat was the Propitiatory, and Chriſt is call'd our Propt- 
tiation, Our venerable Bede giving us the Anagogical ſexſe, tells ns 
plainly ; Propitiatorium aurtum eſt Humanitss (hrifft Glorioſa. The 
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golden Mercy-ſeat is Chriſts gloriow Humanity, In the firſt of Se. 
| Luke, 1n the Song of the bleſſed Virgin, it is ſaid, God'hath helped hi 
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Servant Iſrael in remembrance of his Mercy, In the Song of Zacharias, 
[t is ſaid, He hath pore on to perform the Mercy promiſed to our =_ 
Fathers, Which Mercy in both places, by all Interpreters, 1s under- 
ſtood of Chriſt, the Meſtal. 

In two ſeveral places in Gezefis it is promiſed, by God himſclf, 
That in Abrahams ſeed (which is meant of Chriſt) all the Nations 
of the World ſhould be blefled. In a third place, there it is, All the 
Families of the Earth. And in the AZs it is ſaid, All the Kinreds of 
the Earth (hall be blefled. Bur if they mult give an account for lire- 
ral Chriſt, and yet through inſuperable Neceſſity and Ignorance 
they could never come to know or hear of him ; I conceive Chriſts 
coming would be fo far from being a Bleſſing tro them, as it would 
prove unto*cm a Reck and Bitterneſs. Before the coming of Chriſt, 
we ſhall find few of the Jews, reſting exprefiedly upon the promiſed 
Meſſizs ; but their anchor was Gods mercy, and fo the very thing which 
was the pious Heathens refuge. The holy Prophet David clearly did 
rely on it, Pſal. 52. 7 will truſt in thy mercy for ever ana ever. But we 
may come ncercr, even to the very Name, which we may illuſtrate by 
this inſuing Inſtance. 

A King hath a Province in Rebellion, whereby his Subjetts become 
all guilcy of Treaſox, and ſo in the juſtice of his Laws are dead, This 
Kings Son intercedes, and ſatisfies his Father. VVhercupon he publiſh- 
eth a general Parden, that for his Sens ſake, all ſhall be reftored thar 
will come i, confeſs their offence, and claims a Reception in right of his 
Sox. Now ſome of theſe Traytors hear not of thx :- But out of their} * 
confidence of their Prizces known goodreſs, and the: hope they have of j | 
pardon, they come repentantly, proſtrating themſclves te his mercy, | 
Now whether this X:zg, being of a Noble Nature, and inclinable to 
mercy, may not, without impeachment to his Faſtzce, reccive them to 
Grace, by virtue of his!General Pardon for his Sons ſake, though they 
never heard of it; I ſubmit to cbaricable judgements. 

If this may not be, I yer demand, How it can ſtand with Gods 
Feftice, in requiring their Faith in that which they never had means| | 
to know, Nominal Chriſt? What they could reach co, they faſten up- 
on. But muſt we think them fit to be puziſht, becauſe they lay not: 
hold on that which they cannot cope ar ? Though they cannot plead 
merit, or a perſonal filial Adediator ; yer, I ſee not what hinders, thar 
they may not plead mercy. Iam ſure, St, Paul tells us, That they who 
do not know the Law, ſhut not be judged by the Law : Bur by that} 
Law of Nature in themſelves, which js (o far inſeminated in the hearts 
of all, as is ſufficient to leave «ll without excuſe, and convince them 
all as authors of their own deſtruttion, it they periſh, And why then, 
{hall we think, they who never heard of the Geſpe/, ſhould be com- 
ademned, for not having faith in the Goſpel? Lex non cogit ad impoſſe- 
bile, But if they muſt aye for ignoraxce of that which they condi not 
kzow, it may be asked, VWhether they do not dye for a fault that is 


—  ———— 


—_——— 


none of their ows? | 
When 
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|} When the Apoſtle in the 1. of Corinths and the 6. came to Forni- 
cators that were out of the pale of the Church, he refuſcd to Juage 
them, as out of his bounds and juriſdiftion : And I conceive it may 


— 


on all the Heather ; or elſe to incline ro Charity, which is the Law of 
the Goſpel. Why may we not argue of Faith, as St. Paul does of works : 
It the Geytiles have a faith in Gods mercy, may not they be ſaved by 
that, as (hriſtians by their faith in Chriſt, which is but Gods mercy 
manifeſted > And certainly, without this faith, it will be true, what 
the Father ſays of their beſt works, They are but ſhining fins. But 
what is it ſhould hinder now, that this fazth may not juſtifie ? As I 
believe the Charadter and Impreſs of Gods Image in them, is their law 
forbidding their fin, and injoyning their duty; ſol alſo believe, as a 
Needle once touch'd, their (onſcrences will dire&t them to a Refuge 
in their Makers mercy. Therefore I hope, I ſhall not much err, it 1 
(hould believe , A Heathen which never heard of Chyift, labouring to 
keep a clear conſcience, truly repentaxt tor his offences, and caſting him- 
ſelt with faith upon Gods mercy, may come to live in heavez among the 
bleſſed, , 

It any objed then, that 'tis no privledge to be a Chriſtian, I ſuppoſe 
him much miſtaken : For as St. Paul anſwers for the Fews,It is a Chict, 
that unto 7hemarc committed the Oracles of God. They are pre-eminenc'd 
before the reſt of the world. Though a Pagan poltibly may in the dark 
night of Nature,by Gods mercy grope out a way to Heaven, yet with- 
out doubr, he is more happy that hath a /z2ht and a gnide to aired# him 
thither. The 1/luminations of the Goſpel, are enlivening and inſtrufting 
beyond the ſullied Notions of Philoſophy. Any man will like his Title 
better, thar is declared an Heir, than his that is but in a capability of 
| adoption. Methinks, our Swxs, and fawenr that we find from Heaven, 
ſhould make us look upon-them with pzty and love, rather than with 
| uncharitable and deſtroying cenſures. I ſee, they live berter by the faint 
'gleams of Nature, than many Chriſtians in che coruſcations of the 
 Goſp:l. And why ſhould I think, that they who live better by the dim 
' olimpſes of their conſcience, and ate, teligning themſelves to God and 
811mp 5 
his mercy, whom they have ſpelled out, and found in the Book of the 
' Creatures, and the Book of their Conſcience ; ſhould yet be caſt away 
in Eternal perdition ? Certainly,looking on their ations, withoat hear- 
ing either party ſpeak, one would take the poor /2azars to be better 
Chriſtians than the Spaniards, that deſtroyed them. However, none 
; can deny, bur God by his ſecret grace may borh at#rat#, and accept them. 
| And I cannot, bur have a more honourable apprehenſion of my Om- 
nipotent and cver Graciores God, than to believe, that ſo pure, ſo mu- 

nificent , and ſo abſolutely perte&t an £fezce, ſhould delight ir ſelt 
to ſee ſo many millions of millions of men lie fryizg in Eternal Tor- 
ments, that yet were his own molt noble and admired workmarſhjp,and 
whoſe frailties he both. &xewand pitted. And this to betal them through 
a priſtine (and in them unadvoidable) -— oh go - out of which _ 
: =& | 16 


— 


become a charitable Chriſtian, either not to pals a final ſentence up- | 
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did not eſcape, (for ought we know), only becauſe they did not know 
the way, What pleaſure can any good man take, to fee bur poor 
ſimple Beaſts continue ſweating in perpetual pain? What good 
can I reap, by ſeeing the languiſhing torture of another > Thoſe that 
are pleas'd with ſpectacles of cruelty, we naturaly abhor as ſavage 
in their zatwres. It Caliguls and Nero, were both juſtly condemn'd of 
cruelty; the one for bidding the Executioner fo ſtrike, as Delinqueats 
might dze /ciſurely; and the other for but looking oz, while his Xother. 
was diſſected, though dead; Whar diſpofition can thoſe men have, 
who can ſo jollily give up wor/as to kecner and more laſting parifh- 
 wzents than all their dire imaginations can deviſe ? Is it ſuitable ro a 
Father of mercies, and of his creature ? or, Who will longer /augh 
at theſe poor Heathen ; who made their Satwrx tull of children, and 
-|-then to devour them afloon as they were bor? It Ido err, in this 
inclination to a charity, I had rather it ſhould be on this hand, than 
trenching bur the leaſt on c»e/ty;, and whatſoever ir &, I ſhall ever 
ſ\ubmir to the azoderate, and the wiſe. 


X %. 
Whence a Mans Fame ariſes. 


WY: g———_ there is not a greater cheat, than Faxe and Reputation. 
\_) The Hypocrite, till he be Ga, appears garniſhed with all 
the plumes that brave -Report does uſually fly withal : bur. once de- 
tefted, is as black and ſported, as the Panthers 5kin, or the outſide 
of the Dragons belly. ak, 'is hard for any to cſcape rhe /aſh of 
cenſure : Burt the Emanations of a true and perfect report, for the 
moſt part riſe from a mans private converſation. Few converſe ſo 
much with perſons abroad, as to ſhew their humors and inclinations 
in Publiqgue. To their Swperionrs, they put on Obſequiouſneſs, and 
Pageant-out their Virtues, bur ſtrongly they conceal their Yices. To 
their Equals, they ſtrive to ſhew the gratefulneſs of a condition. To 
their Inferiours, courtefie and beneficexce. To all there is a diſguiſe, 
Men in this, like Ladies that are careful of their beauty, admit not 
to be w1ſited, till they be dreſs'd and triw'd to the 2dvantage of their 
faces. Only in a mans retirement, and among his domeſticks, he opens 
himſelf with more freedom, and with leſs care; he walks there as 
Natnre fram'd him : He there may be ſeen not as he ſeems, bur as 
he # ; without cither the deceiving Properties of Art, or the var-| 
viſh of belyed Yirtze : So, as indeed, no manis able to paſs a true 
Judgment upon another, but he that familiarly and inwardly knows 
him, and has viewed him by the light of time. When Tiberius had a 
Noble Fame among ſtrangers, he that read him Rherhorick, ſtuck not: 
to pronounce him Zuto & Sarguine maceratum. 
| Neither can a conſtant goood report follow any man, but by a con- 
| ſtant 


_ 


-_ 
* 


| 


| 


upon as Ornament, and Education: and a modeſt Innocence; is as mud 


| ronzue. Slanders and calumnies like contag ious airs ate Eprdemital in'their 
| 7nfeftion : only the ſoundeſt conſtitutions are lels thereby tainfed thi 
{che other , bur all ſhall be ſure ro find a zouch. THike not thoſe:tharids(c 


1defty, that values not to be accounted modeſt. WWhilet am;#nocert} fpl 
(juorioms. rumors (hall the leſs torment me: But as he:tharis vatetul of His 
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read the ai#ions, and to know rightly Great perſons, han *tis men-of 
Inferiour condition : For, though they be extravagant, yer their great- 
neſs is ſome kind of awe to. the' looſe and ſcattered reports that fly 
abour from wear mens roxgues. And their attezdaxts not only palliate 
their vices as improper for them to divwlge : .but withal, rhey m4z- 
nifie their good parts, and repreſent them tuller to the world than they 
are; That often-times thoſe paſs in the common, for perſons rarely 
qualified ; who, being ſtriftly veiwed, are bur flouriſh and deceiving 
out-ſide. And beſides this, manya.man while he hath a curb upon 
him, keeps himſelf in »wodeſt bounds, from which once freed, he la- 
viſhes, into exceſs and groſs exorenities; like hot metall'd Horſes, that 
may 7ide well with a wary hand upon them ; bur when the reins are 
looſened, they fling and grow unruly.” *Tis lberty and experience that 
truly ſhews a man what he is. Sueronizs oblerves.ir of Tiberiws, that 
when he had gotten to ({@prea, where he lurked, remov'd from' the 
eyes of the people, he ar once poured forth himſelf in-all thoſe hor-] 
rid vices, which before for a long time with much-ado he had diffein- 
bled. And though Politicians ſeck to ſhadow themſelves,' by appearing 
the /eaft of what they are ; yet, they come ar laſt to be unmarked, and. 
declare themſelves to the world : like Hedge-hoggs, they- row/' up 
rhemſelves before ffraxgers ; bur in _ are ſo alated, as they mily| 
ealily be known to be but wexmine; ſo that, in the end; provare ſins'are 
rewarded with a publick ſhame: and then the ſuppoſed honeſt maiiis,) 
hated as a grown monſter, diſcovered by the blab of time, Vice is a 
concealed fire, that even in darkneſs will-to work; as to bewray ir (elf) 
And doubrleſs,ſomething it is,according to thoſe amoniywhony a-man 
lives. Even a good man among ill neighbours, ſhall be i reported of; 
and a bad man, by ſome, may be beloved. Some Vices are falſely look; 


miſtaken for filineſs and ignorance... To. be.good, is thbughr t60 neer'* 
way to contempt, That which the Antients admired, we: bottt f] 

and laugh at. A good honeſt man,. is but a better word for a fool t''( 
that no man, can promiſe himſelt free froms the whip.ot"a licertios 


dzin what the world ſayes of them. I ſhall ſuſpe&'tthar! womans”: 


tant adherence to virtue, and wvirtnons attions. *Tis much harder ro .CznT:; II. 


health will not only avoid infeited places;.bur antidere himlelf by prez 


| venting Phyſick ; and will not be abſtermious onlyar's Fraft, bur ifidiis 


private diet; So he that would be welleſteemed niafionet ofily' fthew 


1; company, but muſt jortifie himſelf with Preceprs amd"iReſolutiow *0 
[preſerve: himſelf, and not only in the:chrog, 'and wbrvad, "bur "Ih <Hhis; 


retired dreſſing-room'; fox ſince a mans.;good or bd" fame; does-flt 
take riſe from ſuch as: be «bout hims 3\-ahd ſervants? being ' neithet 


| Ddz2 - _ __  always\ 


a nn ” TIT no or WW 7 OS 


= | 


A I Nd! 


— G— 


204 


CENT. Il 
LP WY 5 


| They are ſo humor'd by Arrenderts, and ſo elated by the Bowings 


Iwiſe 2s not to aske it ; yet we ſec, when he had it, well nigh it 
thad cater out all his riſdom.- Certainly, Riches be not evil in them- 
{{clyes : yet for the moſt part there is a Caſual ilneſs that attends 
Ithem. And it our blefled Saviour had nor ſeen ſomething in them 


{known our haman frailty toorapt to be drawn away by abundance, 
Beſides the danger bf their flattering us ro a Reliance upon them, 
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always «rs, nor ever diſcreet ;, It behoves him that loves his own re- 


tation. to give them no cauſe of reporting what (hall. croſs i#. He 
that is —_ of his fame, I doubt is not fond of his 1ntegrity. The 


firſt ground to be layd is a mans Honeſt endeavoars, and that as well 
in the Chamber as in the Court : and then *tis likely a Good Fare follows. 
If I do my part, I ſhall be the leſs croubled,it the world ſhall nor do his 


in allowing me what I /aboxr tor, 


—— 


B XX 1. 
| That "tis ſome difficulty to be Rich and Good. 


Race and Riches like the _—_— of Coſen- Germans, though 

they be not forbidden, yer they ſ{cldome marry together. *Tis 
rare to Re 2 Rich man Religious. For Religion preaches Reſtraint, and 
Riches prompt to Liberty. 1f our ſaviour himſelt had not given an | 
expolition of his own hard Text of the Camel and the eye of a Needle, 
by caſting it upon fach as place their truſt upon riches ; Certainly no 
{Rich man could be thought to be ſaved, bur God muſt be put to work 
a miracle for ir. When wealth abounds, men ſcldom come by ſuf- 
ferixg to be ſober. They buy our their pennance, and ſhip over thoſe 
mi that ſhould make them ſeriows. The Education of Rich | 
men teaches ro command, ſo they never come to be acquainted with 
that which is better than a ſacrifice, Obedience. Buoy'd up by the 
Corks of Wealth and Greatneſs, they are feldom let down into the 
depths where the.greareſt fiſhes like grown Reſolations are to be found, | 


of all abour them, and withal ſo ſwallowed up with pleaſure, thar 
they often miſs of knowing rightly cither themſelves or others. And 
by the Pravity of mans weak Netwre, it fo ſers them on the ſolaces 
of this Life, that they ſeldom have time to think of another or better. 
The #erm of this fair fruit is Pride, and it ſooner takes the goodly 
than the /ear.. Old Facob bego'd but only Food and Raymerr : and 
Agur prays directly againſt a Plenty : and though Solomom was ſo 


more than. we apprehend, he would never have declar'd it ſo much | 
difficulty for a man at once to be both good and opulent : neither 
would he have advis'd the young man to fell what he had, or com-! 
manded his, Diſciples to leave all and follow him ; nor- would” he 
have ſo.cxampled poverty to us'in his own meanreſs, if he had not' 


others 


they hinder 4s the ſenſe of Charity, nor feeling the wants thar' 
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others {ive in, we cannot be ſen(ible ot their exdurarces : fo we are 
not begotten into commileration. How ſtrict and vigilance have 1 
known ſome upon a poor mans Zabowr, who hath toyl'd all the day 
from (ix to (ix, for fixpence ? who, if it were not for the pleaſure of 
night and darkneſs, which gives him ſome ſlender Refreſhment, he 
might certainly be concluded in a worſe condition than the Savage 
Beafts of the Deſert. Nature hath priviledg'd chem againſt the want 
of Apparel ; and though they be pur ſomerimes to hurt for their 
Food, yet providence hath made that a plcaſure to chem, ſo far, thar 
they are rather to be envied than pitried, Bur the daily Lebouring 
Man (cells both his flrength, his time, and his eaſe, for that alone 
which will not fatiably content his craving Belly, Not apprehending 
the herdſbip of others, by reaſon of the Beckonivgs and Illigations of 
pleaſure, and the divertive crowd of other occaltons, Ricb men have 
nor leiſure to ſtay upon thele, to conſider and weigh their Condition : 
fo, that Charity which they have, is rather ſe/f-/ove than Charity : 
which doubtleſs is not rightly calld fo, when God is not the ſcope, 
and others more their object, than themiclves. And it is as undoubt- 
edly true, rhat without the wings of Charity, it will be very hard 
to mount tothe Region of Happineſs. Riches kelides, are often as thorns 


_——— 


ſo faſt puts out weeds, that any fine ſeed of wirrmue becom: s ftifled 


might perhaps prevent ſome of thcle [rconveriences. Burt there is 
one thing in Wealth which faſcinates beyond all theſe : *Tis ape ro 
ſeduce a man inw a falſe vpinion of wiſdom in himſelf, And ic may 
be it was from hence, That when Simonides was asked, Which was 
beſt for a man, wealth or Wiſdom? ' He made ſome doubt how he 
(hould reſolve the Buſineſs. The Reaſon was, he (aid, He had often 
obſerved wiſe men to wait and attend at Kich mens Houſes. And how 


hath a wiſe max as his Servant humoring him? Nor is he only charm-. 
cd to theſe erroneons ways of Pleaſwre,' and (troaked along by the 
Courtſhip of thoſe that ſtoop low to creep under his ſhade, and ga- | 
ther of his fallings : But it he be in a way of miſcarriage, his wealrh 
keeps him nor only from being reelaim'd, bur trom knowing woerein 
he fails. Men are often wary how cy hazard their intereſt by Re- 
prehenſion. A poor man like clay (being ſo'tned by his Low fitua- 
tion, and the ſawmineſs of want that lights upon him) is apt to be 
eafily moulded into any Forms : But the Rich, thined upon by the ſur 


Grratneſs, are hardned into a Brittlexeſs (carle admitting any ſhape but 
that by chance you find them in : Like Fexice-glaſſes any ho_ liquor of 
Admonition makes them crack and fly-in pieces preſently. And indeed 
it is no ſmall a»happineſs to be (er inſuch a'fation as will not admir a| 
iciend to be free with him. He is open to flattery, bur-ferc'd againſt 
admonition. He that by the Engine of a waſſy wealth is crancd up 


to chock the fruirs of Piety,, They arc a kind of Rank Earih, which | 


and robbed ere it can ger Roo?. Yet [nduftry and perperual Attention | 


calie is it for a Man to think himſelf iſe, when he ſhall find he | 


of proſperity, ſer on the promoted Hill, and in the Aaring light of | 
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| cence,- Like fire -in a Chimney, a Rich man good is Regwlar, Bright, 
| and, Refreſhing to all chat come within the d;/ance of his beams. He 
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above the Rebuke of friends, had need of a Noble nature and a virtue 
ſtrongly corded, elſe he ſhall quickly ſlide to the loweſt ſcale of Yice. 
Certainly, there is none ſo w/ſe as that he never errs : But he is well 
onward in the way to be wiſe, that can bear a Reproof, and mend by! 
ir. 1-doubr not bur there are that be wealthy and wiſe, that are Rich 
and Religious ; and as they are extraordinarily happy in themſelves, 
that can eſcape the trains that their Affiuency lays tor them, and make 
uſe of thoſe brave Suppeditaments, that a great Eſtatc allows them to 
do good withal : : So they ought to be magnified by all thar are 
Spectators of ſo Noble a Conpunction. As a Rich Tyrant is the worſt 
of all wild Beaſts ; ſo a Rich Chriſtian is one of Chriſts wonders. Ni- 
hil honeſtius noag nificentiusque, quam pecunias (contemnere, fi non ha- 
beas) fi habeas, ad Beneficentiam, Libertatemque conferre, Senec. If 
we have no wealth, *tis honeſt and Princely not to be foxd on't : Bur 
far more Heroick (if we have it) to ſow it into Charity and Benefi- 
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lights the blindly dark, and gei/des the room he ſhines in. And whoſo- 
ever Comes into it, like it : Ir will draw their eyes upon him,as if there 
were ſome Divinity in him, that invited all co pay a kind of Adoration 
to him,for the Bownty and the Bexefits that Fate has made him ſteward of. 


—_—_ 
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XVI. 
Againſt being proud by being ( ommgnded. | 


Here is ſuch a kind of grateful Tickling to the mind of man 

in being commended, » That though we many times know 

thoſe praiſes that are given us are not due, yet we are not A#gry at the 
abuſing Author. Though ſurely he that is commended for: what he 
doth not deſerve, ought in juſtice to reftifie the Auditory, elſe he 
grows accefſary to a cheat upon the Hearers, by a combination of an 
wntruth; (o leads them into an Error. It was, I confeſs, ingenuous 
in Pope John che 20th, what his ſucceſſor e/Xxeas Sylvimetcls us of. 
him.: when one had praiſed him much more than he knew he deſerved, 
he turns to the Company and tells them. Though the Man hath ta- 
thered many brave things upon me whereot I am not guilty, yer-1 
do confeſs I no way am diſpleaſed that he hath pleas'd to praiſe me. 
Perhaps he might pardon him the ſooner if he believed he told of 
what he ough co do, though yet he had not done it. So apprehended 
Praiſes may as calily be dzſpe»ſ'd withal, as handſomely made aſe of. 
They are but admonitions, ribbanded and tricks to a more. pleaſing 
ſhape, which perhaps, without ſuch ſpots and pendants, would never 
win upon a fantaſtique Brain. In Noble minds tis certainly a ſpurr, 
if not reward, to Yirtwe. The generous Spartans betare they went to 


| 
| 


Warr, they uf'd to offer YVidtims to the Muſes ; That what they acted 
Valiantly 


—_ 


be well reported of, wants of thar living fire in his Sou/, which does 
type out (and runs into) Eternity. And he on the other (ide thar 
ſhews himſelf elated by it , gives proof he is but ſome light ſtuff; 
[that, as a Bubble by a Boy, can be blown from his ſhell, till the very | 
air alone can blurre him again into ſpicrle, Praiſe hath ſeveral ope- | 
rations according to the wind it meets with. It makes a Wiſe man 
modeft, but a Fool more arrogant. It extends him to ſuch a height, | 
chat it turns his weak brain giddy till he falls ; ſome have plac is | 
in the rank with contempr, and have therefore warned, That to a Mans 
tace, we ſhould neither praiſe too laviſhly, nor yet Reprove too 
ſparply. Indeed to a ſpirit rightly generous, a Face-commendation will 
fooner veget a bluſhing flight, than the Rebuke that boldly and open- 
ly flies upon him. Hence therefore, *tis only allowable at Faxerals 
or men to be hyperbelical in praiſing. Any thing may then be of- 
tered when blows cannot be felt : otherwiſe a Riotons tongue will fever 
modeſt blond. Since leaſt of all he values preiſe, that moſt of all de- 
ſerves it. He thart is an intimate Servant to that -g/orioms Virtue, Will 
be content in f(ilence to enjoy her Graces without thoſe hollow Ecchoes 
of the Tongue, I like not praiſing when 'cis roo /ond. A lirtle is as 
(hadowings to a well-limb'd piece ; ir ſers it off better : bur when 
it is too deep, it duls the xatzve life, and unpleaſants the azy it car- 
ries. But for a man to grow proud by being commended, is of all 
uſes the worſt we can make of it, Every good thing a good man 
ſpeaks of another, like the blaſt of a Trumpet in Far, ſhould incite 
and #xconrage the perſon commended to a cloſer purſuit of a Nobler 
and more gexerors Virtue. But to be proud of Frappings calls a Mans 
Humanity in queſtion. Though he be a Bucephalws,it - ohm him, bur a 
Beaſt : and any one may judge how like the Aſs it was, firſt to miſtake 
the Reverence to be his, that was done to the Goddeſs ; next that he 
could be proud of it, it he-had beewſo, To contemn a juſt com- 
mewdation, is to kick at kindneſs : To be proud ont is to take in 
ſo much, until it does iztoxicate. Though another mans praiſe can- 
not in my fſclf make me-better than Iam ; yer (with my help) ir 
may make me much worſe, The-beſft is to /abowr an improvement. 
If any, one ſpeaks well, I would be glad, I could 4# berter, I thall 
like it better, if my deeds may go beyond his Toxgue. I had rather in 
this cale men ſhould ſee wore than they do expe, than look for 
more than they can find. 
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land air admitted in, the produ& then will waziſh out in Fame. 


'ro other parts. And when in regard of ſo wild a War his Friend did 


XXLIII. 
Of Secreſie. 


f 1 He Hooting Fowler ſeldom takes much game. When a man hath | 

the project of a courſe in his »zind digeſted and fixt by Confide- 
ration, "tis good wiſdens to reſolve of Secrefie, till the rime our De- 
figns arrive at their Diſpatch and Perfection ; He ſhall be allowed to 
have enough of the #nadviſed, that brags mucheither of what he will 
do: Or, of what he ſhall have, For, if what he ſpeaks of, falls nor 
out accordingly ; In ſtead of applanſe, a mock and ſcorne ſhall ſtrike 
him. They ſeidom thrive in buſineſs that Cannot but proclaim their 
Intentions. They ſpeak themſclves to be way-layd; and it they have 
ought worth the taking, they are ſetters to their own Robbery. Even 
water will forbear to riſe where the Pie, through which it is to 
paſs, hath a flaw in't. The projets of men are a kind of Chymiſtry : 
Keeping them cloſe, they may proſper. Burt the glaſs once crack', 


When Quintus Metellus could not compals his Conqueſts in Spain, he 
ſeems to neglect the principal City, and with a Rowling Army flics 


ask him, what thereby he z#tended ? His anſwer was, 1f his ſhirt knew 
his mind, he would have commanded it to be burn'd, immediately, We 
ſee that which carrics on, even evil ations to their proſperizy, and 
is indeed, the main of their ſucceſs, and withour which, they would 
certainly come to athing, is their ſecrecy, and Clanaeſtine creeping 
along. *Tis the inviſibility of ſpirits that performs their /7tch-crafe, 
And it was in the dark and zizht, thar the envious ſow'd his Tares. 
And if Secrecy can fo promote thoſe Deſipas that arc to be abherr'd, 
why is it not as well advantageous to what we intend for good? 
Nature for her own Preſervation has taught wild Bcaſts to dwell in 
holes and dens. The Fiſhes bed in mud. And Birds build not in open | 
fields, but in the ſhaded woyds, and ſolitary Thickets. How many 
have undone themſelves by their openneſs ? He {trumpets all his Bu- 
fineſs, that does diſcloſe his ſecrets, 

Candaules loſt both Kingdom, Life, and wife, by only thcewing of 
her Beauty Naked. Nor was that fablea Ring of Gyzes more, than 
his great Wiſdom guiding his Affairs : whereby he knew what other 
Princes did ; but fo reſerv'd himſelf, that le tro them remain'd fill 
undiſcovered. Stratagems are like eMiftrefſes, they arc deflowy'd w! en| 
known : and then they ſcldom live to be married by being effefted. 
By divulging, we ſecm to tempt others to prevent us. He that beſore 
lay fti]], and did not mind it, when he ſees another running for a prize, þ , 
will poſt away to out-ſþeed him. And indeed, he is not like to ſpeed 
well, that cannot keep his own counſe/. The Philoſophers check will 
juſtly fall upon him ; Thar 'cis pity, of theſe he learned to ſpeak, 


he 


— — ——— — 


 * 


R ESOLVES. 


————— 


aſually, all rae Phyſick' they .can take to itop'it, operates the wrong 
way. That mind which cannot keep irs' own udcrerminatior.s private, 
is not. to be #ruſted either with his ewn, or others buſineſs, He lers 
in ſo much lghs, as will not (uder his deſigns ro: fleep; fo they come 
© be dilurbed, while-they thould gather ttrengrn, . by repoſe. If che | 
buſineſs be ok; what is yet to come, *cis vanity to boaſt of it; 'tis all 
vne with the Almanack, to rove at what weathcr will happen. We 
boaſt of that,. which nat_ being in our power, is none of our own. 
The Bird chatges, I may as well call mine. He digs in ſead, and' 
lays his beams in water, that builds upon events, which no man | 
can be \Maſter of ; What can he thew bur his 'own [/ntemperance ? | 
bewraying even a kind of greedineſs, while he catches at that which 
is not yct in his reach ; which {ceras -240--unfold buran wncompatted 
mind, that is not ſo wile as to ſubfiſt well with what it hach in pre- 
ſent. Such men, it we come to drSedþ4hem, we ſhall find like Cha- 
meleons, that have not the ,ſolid entrails of other creatures, but arc 
hl1ld with only /wngs. And then, it after our koaſting, we come to 
be diſappointed, the defeat is made more wiſible 5 and we rurn'd out, 
to herd with thoſe that, muſt be layghed ax: Nor yer can 1 offer 
ought to the, world atter.,.this, bur 4& will' come»forth upon ſome 
diſadvantage. It 1 beaſt of any thing, ' reach orhers to expet#, and 
then thcy look for Swans, or Quails, though it be in a wilderweſs ; 
wacrc, admirt/it be far, it ſhall nat be:thought ſo : becauſe their 
hopes arc pofleſt with Rarity. Secrefie is 'a molt neceſſary part, not 
oily of Policic, but Prudence, Things antold; are.as\ things undone. 
If they ſucceed well, they. are. gratefutler for being ſodarn : it ill, 
they may be azſpenc'd with, as tor ought any knows, they being no 
other than caſual ; ſo not atall in iztention. 1 obſerve the Fig-tree, 
whoſe fruit is pleaſant, does not bloſſoms ar all ; whereas the Sallow that 
aath glorious palms, is continually, found berrex. I would firſt beſo} 
wiſe, as to be my own Counſellor ;- next ſo. ſecret, as to be my own 
counſel-keeper. 


| 


Fas XXIV. 
A Chriſtian's threefold ( ondition. 


Ho 1s't.can be ſo ſanpwine, as to be always conſtant in a ful. 
blown Jing 'Tis the glorious Sw alone, that in/himſelf is 
ever bodyed, tull of light and brightneſs. Bur as in the A400 we (ec a 
threefold condition, that gives her an alternate face ;' her waze, her in- 
creaſe, her full : So] ſee the ſame reſembled in a Chriftian, three eth- 
cient cauſes working them ; 'Sw, Repentance, Faith, When after fin,a 


Chriſtian once conſiders, he finds a ſb«dow drawn upon his 5ghr. The 


he was nor as well inſtrudtcd to be filent. 'Tis a miſerable flua, when CenT. Il 
2 man hath a fled of words, and bur a drop of foul. To ſuch people| - WO 
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ſieps of zight ſay printed in his ſoul: his ſhine grows lea within him, 
and makes him like the Aſoor in her declining wave, obſcuring and di- 
miniſhing that clearneſsof the Spirit which lately ſpined with ſuch 
brightneſs in him. It dims the beauty of-rthe' Iaminous ſoul : like the 
ſerfible plant, when the hand of- fleſh does touch it, ſhe (hrinks in all 
her leaves: or elſe ſhe, like rhe bumble one, talls flat, and lankly res 
upon the carth. Nay, ſometimes (as the vor in our loſt froht of 
her) he ſeems quite gone, and waniſht : reſting for a time like 2 dzſ- 
eaſed man ina trance; as a witter-tree, of fire that's buried in con- 
cealing embers ; without or ſtxſt, or ſhow, of either ight-or heat. Bur 
then comes Repertance, andrcalts water in his face, Ph s him with 
tears, packs the ſpirits back'again to rhe heart, till that be rows'd 
up by them , rubs up his bemumd ſoul, -thar rhere is to be ſeen ſome 
tokens both of life and recovery.” Repentance.is the key, that wnlocks the 
gate wherein fin docs keep'nun priſoner.” Who is't can be ſo black and 
dead a coal, that this Lacrymal water, with the breath of the Holy Spi- 
rit cannot blow up into a gloWving hght> This makes him ſpring, 
cauſes him to begin to bud again; unrowls his wrapt-up beauty, and 
by lictle and little, if ors once, reeollerts his decayed ſtrength of the 
apprehenſion of Gads Spirit ,, ſo ſets him in the way to joy and renewed 
courles. Repentance is Penelope's night, which undoes that which the 
day of fin did weave. *Tis indeed the only Aqua-vite to fetch again 
the fainting ſoul: And-it mightjuftly therefore cauſe the Emperor The- 
odofixs to wonder at the effet, Thar bwing man ſhonld dre, he ſaw was 
ordinary and familiar : Buriit was from God alone, That man being 
dead in ſis, ſhould /ive again by Repentance. 

Burt laſtly, Faith appeats;' and perſefts what Repentance begun and 
could not feriſb : ſhe cheers _ drooping hopes, brings him again to 
his wonted ſolace, ſpreads out his leaves, envigours his ſhrunk nerves, 
and to a bright flame blows his dying fire: Thar like the Moo in her 
full glory, he becomes indaed'with a plenteous fruition of the pre- 
ſence of the Almighty. Thus, while he fins; he wares himfelt ro dark- 
neſs and obſcurity. \When he zepexts, he begins to recover zght ; and 
when his faith ſhines clear, he then appears art full ; yer in. all rhefe, 
while he {wes here, he is not only charged with ſome ſpots, bur is (i ub-. 
je& to the wiciſfirudes of change : Sometimes he is troliqu'd with a 
feaſt within him : ſometimes he is ſhrinking in a ſtarved condition, and 
ſometimes dull with ms 4 of deſertjon ; yet, in all, he loves : 
though in ſome weakly, and in ſome inſerfibly ; yet, never without! 
one found cemſolation in the worlt of theſe ſad variations. As the Pla-/ 
net Mercury, though erratique and uxfrx'd, yer never wanders far from! 
the Swz: Or, as the Moon, when ſhe is /eaff viſible, is a5 well a Moon! 
as when we ſee her in her full proportion : Only the Sa» Jooks nor an! 
her with ſo large an aſpeZ# ; ndſhe refle&sno more rhan fhe receives! 
from him: ſo a Chriſtian in his loweſt ebb of ſorrow, is an Heir of Sal-: 
vation, as well as when he is in the higheſt flow of comfort ;, only 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs darts-not'the beams of his love fo RF 
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ind he thews no morc, than Ged by ſhining gives him. When che 
| Holy Spirit holds in his beams,s frail man then needs mult languiſh, * Tis 
deprivation that creates a Hell, for wizere God 1s not, there *tis that 
Hell is, When ere this tyde runs out, there's nought but -:ud and weeds 
\chat's left behind. When God ſhall hide his face, in vain clſewhcre we 
\ſcek for a ſubſiflence. He is the air, without which is no /fe. His 
| with-drawings are our miſeries ; —_— is joy, and revivernent. 
'Tis only ſix that can eclipſe this lig@. * Tis the znterpoſure of this groſs 
' opacous body, that blacks the elſe bright ſoul : This is that Great Alex- 
\ancer, Which keeps the light from this poor Dicgenes in his Tub of 
| Mortality : And this, ſometimes, muſt be expected, while we arc 
here below. Evcn time conliſts of night and day; the year, of various 
ſeaſons, He that expects a conſtancy here, does look for that which 
this world caanot give. *Tis only above che Sun, that ti.cre is no Moor 
tO change, 
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For Ordering of Expences, 

'TT is very hard for an open and eafic at#re to keep within the 
| ] compaſs of- his fortune ; either ſhame to be obſerv'd behixd others, 
.or elle a vain glorious itching to out-do them, leaks away all, till 
the veſſel be empty or low ; b that nothing 1nvolves a man to more 
unhappineſs than an hecedleſs letting go in an imprudence of miſpend- 
'#ng. It alters quite the frame and temper of the mind, When want 
\comes, he that was profuſe, does calily grow rapacions. It is ex- 


'treme unkappineſs to be thus compos'd of Extremes. To be impati- 


[ent both of plenty and want, *Tis a kind of Monſter-vice, wherein 
covetouſneſs and prodigality, mingled, dwell together, and one of 
'chem is-always gnawing. Ir puts a man upon the frerch, and will not 
ſuffer him to lie at eaſe. Like the Eſtridge, he feeds on 1ron, and puts 
it out in fethers. He runs any hazard to get, and when he hath ir, 
'he flaunts it away in curls and airy vanities, On the other (ide, a ſor- 
\did parſimony, lays a man open to comtempt. Who will care for him, 
that cares for no body but himſelf > Or, who will expe any thing of 
favonr or friendſhip trom him, that makes it his maſtcr-piece to ſcrape 
'froni all char fall within his gripe, or reach? The enforciag of the 
forged Teſtament of Minutine, loſt Craſſus and Hortenfim more honour 
with p—_ than all their wealth and authority could repurchaſe 
Nor is he leſs a ſcorn to others, than a paniſhment to himſelf. He pulls 
\from others, as if he would make all his own ; and when he hath ir, 
he keeps it, as if it were another mans. In expences, I would be nei- 
ther pinching, nor prodigal : yer, if my means allow it not, rather 
thought too ſparing than a little profuſe.Saving inclines to judgment; but 
laviſh expences, to levity and inconſfideraten 7. With the wiſe, 'tis no 
| Ee2 
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diſgrace to make a mans ability his compaſs ot ſaily and line to walk, 
by : and to exceed it, for them that are not wiſe 3 1s to be ſure to ex- | 
ceed chem, as well in folly as expexce. He is equally ridiculous, that | 
will barz out his Taper while the San doth ſhe ; and he that will go; 
ro bed in the dark, to ſave his expence of light. It is my part to know! 
what I »zay do ; while othcrs only look at the ſ?reams, but are not con-| 
cern'd how the Fountain may Joppa it Though they look to what 7] 
ſpend as grateful to them ; yer, I'Gught to care for what may be con-| 
venient ior me. He that ſpends to his proportion, 1s 2s brave as a 
Prince ; and a Prince exceeding that,is a Proazz al : There is no Gallantry| 
beyond what's fit and decent. A comely beauty is better than a painted | 
one; unſeemly bounty, is waſte both of wealth and wit. He, that when | 
he ſhould mor, ſpends too much, (hall when he would zot, have roo 
little to ſpend. It was a witty reaſon of Diogenes, why he asked bur a! 
half-peny of the Thrifty man, and a pound of the Proazgal. The firſt, he | 
{aid, might gzve him oftex ; bur, the other, ere long, would have zo- | 
thing to give, To ſpare in weighty cauſes, is the worſt and moſt un- ; 
happy part of thrift that can be : Ziberality, like a warm ſhuwr, 220l- | 
lifes the hardeſt Earth, and prepares it for fertility : But he that is pe- | 
nurious, turns his Friends into Enemies, and hardens that which him-| 
ſelf deſires to find plant. Who can expect ro reap, that never ſow'd| 
his ſeed; or ina drought, who will not look to have his harweſ? poor ? 

Doubtleſs, there is not any worſe husbandry, than the being too zeer, | 
and fordidly miſerable ; and there is no man bur at the long-run ,/oſes| 
by*t.VWhen the buſb is known to be {'d,they are ſimple Birds that will 
be drawn to perch on't. Nor on the other ſide, can we find, that to 
ſpend wainly, even in a plentiful fortune, hath any Warrant from ci- 
ther Prudence or Religion, *Tis a kind of ſcandal to the wiſe, to fee a 
Riotous Waſte, made of wealth, that might be imployed ro many more 
pretious uſes. If we have a ſuperfluity, the poor have an tereſt in it : 
bur ſurely none is due to either Waſte,or wartonneſs. Wealth tool iſhly 
conſum'd is wine upon the pavement daſht , which was by Providence 
deſtin'd to have cheer d the heart. -If the thing had been condemnable, 
or his intention warra#table ;, it was not phras'd amiis, when Fudas 


here is better «ſe to be made of our Talexts, than tocaſt them away in 
waſt. It God gave us them nor, to lie idly by us, we cannot think he 
ſhould be pleaſed, when either Joofly we conſume them , or lewdly 
we miſpend them. *Tis the improving,not the waſte or hoording, that 
the Maſter does commend ; and this ſhould be with azoderation : elſe | 
the g/oſs and grace of all is dull. | 
Nullus Argento Color eft , avaris 
Abdite terris inimice lamne, 
(riſpe Salaſti, nift temperato 
Splendeat uſu. 
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Dear Saluft, thou that ſcorn'ſt the Oar, | 
With Earth from - Miſers cover'd or'e, 00 
'Tis neither filver nor looks ſpruce 


But's bright, by ſober uſe. 


—— 


XXVI. 
Of a Chriſtians ſettledneſs in his Saviour. 


Oubtleſs there are ſome whoſe Faith mounts them above all the 
pleaſures and inconveniences of Life. We ſee a carnal ZBeanty 
can ſo take up all the faculties of ſome weak Sowls, as they can defpile 
all ſtorms that croſs them in their way to their deſigned end. They ride 
triumphing over all they meet, rothing can weigh againſt their fix'd af- 
tection, like ſprings that burſt out in remerey places,their windings tend | 
but to pour them into the Sex. 

And if this be ſo great and prevalent as ro mate and maſter all the 
other paſſions of Man, certainly ir may be allowed a Chriftiaz to be' 
wholly poſleſt with the radiance of Divine Beatitude, being by Faith 
ſerled upon the perfe&tions of his Heavenly Sawviewr, The beauty 

rightly conſidered is far more raviſhing than all that we can appre- 

hend beſides ; And the blefſedneſs that he is Robed with, cannot but be 

far more conſentaneous to the ſoul than all the ſick and ſmutted plea- 

ſures of £Mortality. Let him circuit about withnever ſo many ambi- 

guous turnings ; yet like a diſ-wnited Element, he is never ar a quiet 

repoſe, till he makes up to the Certer of his font, his Ged. As the 

Needle in a Dial diſturb'd and ſhaken from his point does never leave 

his quivering motion, till it fix and fleeps upon his Artick pole : So fares 

it with a Chriſtian in this World : nothing can fo charm or ſcatter 

him, but ſtill the laſt reſalr of all does Archor him in his Sawionrs 

Arms, All that put him out of the queſt of Heaven are bur Interpo- 

ſutcs, diverſions, and diſturbances. The Soul rhar once is truly ronch'd 

with the magnetique force of Divine Love, can never relliſh any thing 

here ſo plealingly, as that entirely ſhe can reſt upon ir. Though rhe 

Pleaſures, Profits, and Honors of this Life may ſometime ſhuffic him 
out of his uſual P Yet he wavers up and down in trouble, runs 

to and fro ; like gaick-filver, and is never quiet within, till he returns 

to his werred Foy and inward happineſs. There it is his Center points, 

and there his Circle's bounded, Which though unſeen and unper-| 
ceived by others, arc ſuch to him as nothing can buy from him. 
Compared with theſe, the gaudieſt glitterings of the fawning world 
are bur as painted ſcexes upon a fage that change with every AR, 
and ne're laſt Jonger with us than while the Play of this (wift /fe cor-) 
1tinues : Torthe Piows Man, they are but as may-games to A Prince: fit- 
ter for Children than the Royalty of a Crown, or the expectation of him 
chat looks to Inherit perpetuity. And for this (it by the ſolid Rule of 
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ing of God, he lays : 


Fuizment we ſhall meaſure things) we ſhall find Reaſoz, not to be 
contradicted. For in God,as in the Root, are the Cauſes of all Felicity. 
All the oriental luſtres of the richeſt gems; All the inchanting Beauties 
of Exterior ſhapes ;, the cxquiſitenels of figures 3 the lovclineſs of co- 
lours, the harmony of ſounds, the light and Clarity of the enlivening 
S#z ; The Raviſhing form and order of all. All the heroick wirtues of 
the braveſt minds, with the purity and quickneſs of the higheſt 1ntel- 
lefts, arc all but emanations from the Supream Deity, The ways the 
wiſe Philoſopher had to find out God will plainiy ſhew us, that he is 
all PerteCtion, Canſation, Negation, and the way of Eminency. For the 
firſt: it leads us through the ſcale of motions by ſteps,till we aſcend to a 
Deity ; Inthe laſt mover, we muſt period all our ſearch, For the ſecond 
it tells us, Whatſoever is frail, corruptive, impure, or impotent ; WC 
may conclude, it cannot be in him. And tor the third : if we find any 
thing in the Creature that is but faintly amiable and taking, we may be 
ſure in God to find ir in z2menſe perfettion. Abſolom's Beauty,Fonathan's 
Love, David's Valour, Solomon's Wiſdom, Ulyſſes his Policy, Auguſtus his 
Prudence, Ceſar's Fortune, Cicero's Eloquence, with whatſoever clſe we 
moſt admire. The Parity of Virgins, the Fragrancy of Nature, the in- 
telligence of all, with all the Complacency thar cither Reaſon or our ſenſes 
can preſent us with. Neer this comes the Eloquert Boetizr when ſpeak- 


Tu Requies tranquilla pits : Te cernere, Fin, 
Principium, Vettor, Dux, Semita, Terminus idem, 


Thou art the juſ# mars Peace : Beginning, End, 
Mcans, Conduct, Way, do all tro Thee extend. 


And when all theſe Inherent Radzations ſhall by the Soul be found in 
the Almighty ; It is no wonder that ſhe (ſhould be ſwrprized with De- 
lefation, And itis as little wonder that the brittle, weak, and ſhort- 
liv'd pleaſures of this world ſhould art all once rake her ; who, as Fire 
flies upwards, is naturally fram'd to aſcend to a Peatitude in her own 
great Creator. He thatis ſerled and well-pleas'd here , gives cauſe to 
ſuſpect he does not look up higher. It ſhould not more greive me to 
livein a continued ſorrow , than it ſhall joy me to find a ſecret diſſatiſ- 
faition inthe world's choiſeſt ſolaces. A tull delight, in earthly things 
argues a negle& of Heavenly, For truſting here, cherewill be cauſe ro! 
diſtruſt my ſelf of roomuch truſting where is no ſtability. 
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XXVII. 
Of Reading Authors. 


He Compariſon was very apt in the excellext Plutarch, That we 
ought to regard Books as we would do Sweet-meatsz not 
wholly to aim at the pleaſanteſt, but chiefly to reſpe& the wholeſom- 
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nels : not forbidding either, bat approving the latter moſt. But to 
ſpeak clearly,though the profitableneſs may be much more in ſome Au- 
thors that) there 1s 1n others, yet *tis very rare that the Ingenious can 
be i11. He thac hath witro make his per pleaſant; will have much ado 
to ſeparate it from being ſomething profitabe. A total Levity will not 


rake. A Rzch Suit requires good ſtuffe , as well as to be tinſe'd our 
with Lace and Ribbands, And certainly, Wir is very neecr a kin to wiſ- 
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dom. It it be to take in general, or to laſt ; we may find, it oughtto be| 


enterwoven with ſome beautiful flowers of Rhetorique ; with ttic grate- 
ful ſenting herbs of Reaſon, and Philoſophy, 3s well as with the Simples 
of Science, or Phyſical Plats, and the ever green ſentences of Piety and 
Profoundneſs. Even the looſer Pocts have ſome Divine Preceptions. 
Though I cannot bur think Martzial's wit was much clearer than his 
pen, yer he is ſometimes Grave as well as Gameſome. And 1do rot find 
bur deep and ſolid matter, where 'tis underſtood,rakes better than the 
light flaſhes and skipping Capers of Faxcy. Who is it will not be as 
much delighted with che weighty and ſubſtantial lines of the Servce's, 
and Pluterch , the criſped Saluft, the politick Tacitzs , and the well- 
breath'd Cicero, as with the frisks and, dancings of the jocund and the 
airy Poets, Thoſe abilities that Renowned Authors furniſh the world 
with,beget a kind of Deifical Rewverence in their turure Readers. Though, 
even in the unpartialneſs of Fr, Alpbonſws wanted Stones to carry on 
his Siege of Cajeta, and none could be fo conveniently had , as from 
Twllies Villa Formiana that was near it.; yet, for the noble regard he 
bore to his long paſs'd Eloquence , he commanded his Souldiers that 
chey ſhould not ſtir them. Compeſures that aim at wit alone, like the 
Fountains and Water-works in Gardens, are but of uſe for recreation,atrer 
the travails and toils of more ſerious imployments and ſtudies. The Palace 
and the conſtant dwelling is compoſed otfolid and more durable <Mar- 
bles, that repreſent to atrer-Ages the Ingenuity and Magniffcence of the 
ArchiteffF, And as the Howfe alone 15 no compleat habi#ation, without 
theſe decorations for delight ; no more is the work of the brain on all 
ſides furniſhed without ſome ſprightly concerts that may be intermixt 
to pleaſe. 


Nec placeat facies, cui Gelafinus abeſt. 


No Beanty has that face, 
Which wants a natural grace. 


Thoſe Romances are the beſt, that, beſides the contextere for taking the 
Fancy in their various accidents, give us the beſt 1dea's of Mortality, 
with the expreſſive Emanations of wiſdom, and divine knowledge. Thoſe 
that are light, and have only the Gauderies of wit, are but for youth and 
youn years to toy withal, VWhen we growtoriper age, we begin to 
eave ſuch ſtudies as ſports and paſtimes,. chat we our-grow by more 
maturity. Ofthis Age Horace was, when he declar'd, 


Nunt 


—_———— 


—— 


| 215 


CEexr. 1I. 


LA WE Yo 


J 


F 
| 
| 
i 


216 


| 


CenT. Il- 


| Fa 4h ©, 


]ir bur a /rte,becauſe we cannot get it forth withour knocking, He that 


| raining a Fewel,but,VVho ſhall be bertey for't, when the key is /oft,? A} 
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Nunc itaq; & verſus, & cetera ludicra pon : 
Quid verum,atq; decens,curs, rog 0,6 omnts in hoc ſums : 


Condo, & (ompono, qa mox depromere poſſum. 


Now Rimes, and childiſh Faxcies, quite are gone : 
The graceful Trath 1 ſearch ; that reſt upon, 
And well djzeſted, gravely put it on. 


Focular ſtrains, they arc but Spring-flowers; which though they pleaſe 
the eze,they yield burflender zoureſbment : They are the Autumn fruits, 
that we mult rhrive and {ive by ; the Sage ſayings, the rare Examples, 
the Noble Enterpriſes, the handſom Contrivances,the ſucceſs of good and 
bad adFions, the Elevations of the Deity, the motives and incitements to 
Virtue, and the like ; arc thole that muſt build us up to the Gallantry 
and Perfeition of Man. I do not find, but it may well become aman to 
purſue both the oze, and the other, to precept himſclt into the pradtice of 
Virtue ; and to faſhion both his Tongue and Pex, into the exerciſe of 
handſom and ſignificant words. He that foundations not himſelf with the 
Arts,will hardly be fir co go out Do#for cither to himlelt, or others. In 
reading 1 will be careful for both, though not equally. The one ſerves 
to inſtrutt the mind , the other enables her to zell what ſhe hath 
lcars'd ;, the one without the other, is lame. What benefit yiels fire, if 
(till rak'd up in aſbes ? though flint may bear a flame in't : yer, we prize 


hath werzth in him, and cannot expreſs it,is a cheſt of wood perhaps con- 


good ſtyle does ſometime take him, rhar yu matter would beat away : 
'Tis the guilding, that makes the wholeſom Pill be ſwallowed. Elegance 
either in Torgae, or Pex, ſhews a man hath minded ſomething beſides 
ſports and vice. "Tis graceful to ſpeak, or to write proper ; ner is itcaſic 
to ſeparate Eloquence and Sapience ; for the firſt leads to the other, and 
is at leaſt, the Anticourt tothe Palace of Wiſdom. A good ſtyle, with 
good matter, conſecrates a work to Memory ; and ſometimes while a 
man ſceks but oze, he is caught to be a ſervant to the other, The Prin- 
cipal end of reading, is to inrich the mind ; the next, to 4mprove the 
Pen and Tongue. *Tis much more gentile and ſutable, when they ſhall 


appear all ot a piece, Doubtleſs, that is the beſt work, where the Graces 
and Muſes mcer. 


XXVIIL 
Of the Variation of Men in themſelves. 


T% is not only in reſpect of Fortune, bur of the Mind alſo, That Solew's 
I ſaying may be held as Oracle, Ante Obitum,&c. No man is to be ac- 


counted happy, till he hath eſcaped all zhings rhar may poſſibly make 
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(aim #bappy. Not a day, nor an hour, bur give ſome cxamples of the 
' mutability of all Humane affairs, And though the Mutation of: the 
Mind be not fo frequent; yer, the accidents of the world, the. vari- 


worſe, and, worſe to better, omward hurts and inward diſeaſes, have 
ſhown us the ſame perſons diſtinguiihr into contrary mez. And truly 
the Inchantment that the world works on us, when the either /aughs 
| loud, or frowns deep, is lo ſtrong, that tis juſtly matter of amaze- 
went, for a man in the /eap of the one, or in the #«mble of cither of 
theſe, to retaiz a mind wnaltered ; yer, are not all men changed alike, 
The ſame Cordial that cures one man, may, by meeting a divers hu- 
mor, aiftratt or kill another. Fortunes effects are variable, as the Na- 
tures that ſhe works upon.. wealth is as the Wine of life: fome ir puts 
into a delightful mirth, that gratifies all the company ; while it makes 
others tyrannous and quarreiſome, that no man keeps himſelt in ſafety, 
bur he that has the wit to be abſezt. Where ir lights upon weak minds, 
ir uſually changes them into worſe ; they have not wherewithal to 
bear the ſtreſs that a great Eftete will put them to. And when they can- 
not bear it out by ws and reaſon, they fly to authority and power, which 
enadts ſubmiſſion; but will not be accountable for any kind of merit that 
may induce it, ſaving only potexcy. And certainly, though ir be true, 
which is commonly believed, That for the moſt part, where God de- 
ſigns a Governoar, he qualifies him with parts proportionable for his 7m- 
ployment. Yet, doubtleſs, the very condition of Power, and Greatneſs, 
naturally cſtatcs a man in another #exper, than what he was in without 
it.Noble ſouls fo elevated,become like boates planted above the vaporous 
Orb of Air, that then reſt there in quiet, without propevſion of deſcext, 
or falling.And though Inferior ſouls may an, wr they can {ve un- 
der ſuch clouds 0: buſineſs,as dayly brexk upon them: yer,as when Philo 
fanſied, That when Moſes liv'd forty days in the 2downts, without food, 

that he was nouriſht by the Ear,and fed upon the Meſick of the Spheres, 
which then he heard : So, there is no doubt, but the application and 

the applauſe of others,the hnmmings of fame, and the ecchoings of Ho- 

zowr,relicve him againſt the gratings of a ſtomach ſharpned with offend- 


(How ealic is it for him to be ar eaſe, and ffand, when every one ſhall 
extend a hand to his ſuſtentation? The wheel of Honour muſt nceds 
turn cheerfully,and diſpatch much grif troo,when 'tis continually driven 
abour by the floud of preferment. But indeed, a man ſhews himſelf 
in Authority, according as he was inwardly principled before he came 


er, no more than Reaſon in a child, the Organs arc not fitted to diſcover 
it. Thus Marnlies Torquatis in his youth, was of ſo dull and lumpiſh 
a ſpirit, That his Father holding him unfir.for matters of Stare,” de- 
{fign'd him to a (ountrey Farm: yer, afterwards by ſeveral glorious 
/ aifs he obliged both his Father andhis Countrey, even to the merit 
| of a Triumph : {o that ir falls out to be'moſt frequently true, _ by 
. y pre eV - 


ation of condition, the difference of Ages, the change of better to 


ing humours. The Aſuſick ot Honour does drown the woiſe of the throng. | - 


roit : for,many times che diſpoſitios appears not in the xon-age of Pow: | 
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Cenr. Il |Preferment,'good men are made better, but ill men worſe : as the Drum 
WY [Char bears a Tiger into madneſs ; but a man, into courage and walony, It, 
therefore much concerns Prices, where their bounty beltows prefer- 
ment : and the more, becaule their ſubjects have an intereſt in them as | 
well as themſclves. *Tis truc, nothing can be certain, as to the futu- 
rity of temper. Good or bad lodging in the heart, cannot by man be eſ: | 
pyed, Neither was the youth of the Noble Scipio untainted with wice, or 
che beginnings of rhe Monſter-Nero, without ſome ſigns of good. The 
ſcum riſes not, till the water boyls ; nor is the Oyl gathered till the liquor 
be heat. Let no man therctore deſpaty too much of the bad,nor preſume 
roo much of the good; the laſt, like a rich plant in a lean ſoy/, may 
degenerate into wildneſs ; and the other,though ſingle,like ſtocks in ma- 
nured beds, may come up ſtript and double. If there be wit, there is 
ground for hope the ſoyl is not deſperate. Reaſon upon receſs, will ſhew 
him. how much he is to deteſt himſelf : bur, he that hath not wiſdom 
to judge, will very ſeldom have the luck to reclaim, 


XXIX, 
A Caveat in choofing Friends. | 


Hough no man, branded with a ſignal wice, be fit for a wiſe man 

to make a Friendof ; yet, there be two ſorts of men that eſpe- 
cially we ought to aveid : For, beſides the learning of rheir vices z 
they are not tyte enough to trult with a ſecret ; The Angry man," and. 
the Drunkard, The prudent man would be glad ro enjoy himſelf in 
peace, withour being haled into the juſtling throng, where 1s nothing to 
be gov bur diſhonour, blows, and clamour. To be but only 2 ſ eftator 
is not to be out of dexgey. If a Granado be fired, all within rhe Af are | 
in hazard. It either of theſe Bears break looſe, you ſhall be ſure to be 
either frighted, foiled, or hart ; and, whether you will or no, be made 
partaker cither of ſome ridiculous quarrel,ſlome unſober ryot,or by both 
rogether be lapp'd in ſome dranken fray : for the furies ever bear a part 
in Bacchw: his Orgies. The firſt in his fary is mcerly mad. Choler is as duſt 
flur'd de + into the ezes of Reaſon, that blinds or dezels the fight of the wn- 
| derſtarding ; where it burns in the heart like fire under a por : Whenſo- 
ever it flames,it makes the toxgue boy] over ; and where it falls, it ſealds. 
Words come not then digeſted and mathematiqu'd out by judgement, 
ſenſe, and reaſow, but fAlaſh'd and rumulrnated by chance, by rage and 
bratiſh paſſion; not upon premeditated terms, but whatſoever rhe memo- 
ry on the ſodain catches, that violent paſſion thruſteth out, though be- 
fore it lay never fo apy hidden and immur'd. (onfeſſion' s ſeal is broken 
by this picklock ; and in a brawl that oft is blabb'd about, which with 
all the &wrrs of filence ſhould have ftill tood firmly rivered. Men 
throw about in fury, what, once appeas'd, they tremble to remember. 
Anger is the Fever of the Soul, which makes the Tongue talk idlely : | 
nor 
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| nor come words clothed as at otter times,buti now as headed 4 rrows,tly 
abroad. Words dipt in gall and poyſon, lcap about; a3 bullets chew'd, they 
rankle where they enter ; and,like lead melicd, b/ifter where they light, 
Excited malice then excceds her felt. When the P:opher David tells us 
of his Enemies rage, nor Spears, nor Arrows , nor a naked Sword will 
ſerve him to expreſs ir ; bur, that Sword mult be ſharpned too, thar it 
may cutthe keeper. It is, certainly, a dewiarion trom man, In every fit, 
the wan flies out : and when he grows calm, he returns to himſelf. Seneca 
puts no difference between the fwriows and the mad ; for the mad-man's 
always furiow, and the furiows ever mad. Then tell me, Who it is, 
that being in his wits, would make choice of his friend out of Bed- 
lam. When Solomon; tells us of the brawling woman, who is no other 
but a She-avgry-man, he hath three ſtrange expreſſions to decipher 
her ; one is, that 'T* better to dwell ans 4 cormer of the houſe-top, than 
with a contentious woman : Another, that 'tis better to dwell in the land 
of the Deſert, than with her, A third is, that ſhe ts a continual dropping 
in Rain. All which ſummi'd together, will amount to chus much ; 
That you had better be expolcd to all che Tempeſts of the Heavens, as 
Thunder and Lightnizg, Cold, Heat, Rain, Snow, with Storms that blow, 
and the rage of all the Skies whole Armory ;, or, to live bawiſh'd from all 
Humane Converſation; and, in want of all things left a prey to the fero- 
City of ravenous Beaſts ; or elle withoutithe ſeat intermiſſion of reſt, 
endure a perpetual dropping (which were your heart of Marble, yer 
will it wear it out at laſt )than to live with a quarrelſomgontentions,nnſa- 
tiſfied angry perſon. Thoſe that are ſuch,like houſes haunted with ppirits, 
they are not ſafe for any man to harbour ix, When you think your ſelt 
ſecurely quiet and in a calm ſerenity, on a {qgain, ere you are aware, a| 
hideous noiſe is heard, or elſe 4 Brick-bat flies about your ears, and you 
muſt 472 for't, or be black and blew'd all ver. If by chance you knock 
buc againſt a #ail, by that ſmall Park it fArikgs', the Gun-powner blows 
you up. It makes a man a Tw--pife,that will be ſure to prich-you,which 


remedy ; It ruffleth ſo through all the ſhrowas that Reaſor's never heard, 
till this rough wind allays. The Rear lo ſtops the Exr, that a man can- 
not hear whart 'ris that Connſel.ſpeaks, *Tis a raging Sea, a troubled wa- 
ter ſo mudded with the ſoil ot Paſſion, that. it cannot be wholſoms for the 
uſe of any. And itir be true that Hippocrates tells us, That thoſe diſ- 
eaſes are molt dangerons, that alter moſt the habit of the Patient's conn-' 
tenance ; this needs muſt be molt perilious, that woice, coloyr, counte- 
nance, garb, and pace ſo changes, as it Fury diſpoſleſiing Reaſon, had by 
an Orſlaxg bt 'forc'd a new Garriſon upon the Cittadel of Man, And 
| ſurely, this he knew, and well underſtood-, that Proverb'd it into 
Command : Neither make thow Frienaſhip with the Angry, nor con- | 
verſe with the Furious ; left thou learn his ways, and beget a ſnare to thy 
oul, A 

The other hath Leſs Memeria while he is in his cups, and if he drinks 
|on, he hath none, The abundance of wie, does drown up that 


fide ſoever you come on : So4lt not only ffends, but puts you off from | 
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CALL He =z 
CENT Il. | Noble Recorder, And while Pacchns is his chick God, Apollo never 
LAND | keeps him Company. Friends and Poes, Familiars and Strangers, arc 
then all of an equal eſteem. And he forgettully ſpeaks of thar in his 
Cups,which,. if he were ſober,the Rack ſhould nor wreſt out from him. 
Firſt, he ſpeaks he knows not what; nor after, can he remembcr, 
what that was he ſpake. He ſpeaks that he ſhould forget ; and for- 
gets that which he did ſpeak, Drunkerneſe is the Funeral of all Intelli- 
gible Man; wnich only time, and abſtinence, can Reſuſcitate. A 
Drunkards mind and tomach are alike ; neither, can tertain, what they 
do receive. The Wine that is mingled with the blond and ſpirits, like 
Muſt, will vent, or elſe it breaks the Cask. He's gone trom home, 
| and not to be found in himſelf, Abſentem ledit , qui cum ebrio litigat, 
Who quarrels one that's druzk, is as a fool to fight with him that's 
abſent. He is not fit to keep anothers privacies, that knows not how 
to cloſet up his own deep thourhts. We lay not Treaſures where 
they may be waſt'd away by inundatiozs, nor calt them into comm- 
; mon ſtreams where every publique Angle hooks them out. Ebrietas 
ftnlts promit, multa prodit. The Drunkard hath a Fools Tongne, and 
a Traitors Heart, VWhen the floud is high, the dams are al] broken 
down. Wine is the Reſeration of the Soul and Thoughts, The ac- 
curſed Cham of life , that'lays open even our Sacred and Parental 
' Nakedneſs tothe World.” To the antient Roman women, the uſe of 
wWize was wholly unknown, * And the Reaſon is given, Ne in aliquod 
dederus prolaberentur ; L&lit thereby overcharged they might recoil 
into ſome diſhonour ; As believing Bacchas-could nor but make Yenm 
'wanton, and relax thoſc baſhful guards, that modeſt Natare left that 
Noble ſex. * Thongh the Muſh-room was ſuſpefted, yer was it Vine 
wherein Claudine firſt robk his poyſon : for: being Maxdiize cupp'd, 
1 he grew to lament the Deſtiny of his marriages , which he faid 
% were ordain'd to be allah, yerſhould not paſs wpuniſbed ; and 
*D this being jnderſtood by Agrippina,by ſecuring him,ſhe provided to ſe- 
cure herfelf. Nor is the diftemper'd with drink, any truer to Buſineſs 
than, he is to the Secret he'ts traſted with,” For beſides his want of 
memory to retain or carry of anything of that Nature ; mcn of t/is 
complexion, as mooriſh grounds that fie-Jow and under-water, are| 
uſually boggy and rotten ; orof ſo cold and ſodded a temper ; as they 
yield not fruit like Earth of another condition, that is not drown'd 
and loudded. 

Either of theſe in way of a companion ſhall be ſure to give a Man 
trouble enough, Either vexation or impertivency a man ſhall never 
want, One vomits Gall; the other Folly,and Surfeits. And *tis not eafie 
toſay,which of them beſparters moſt. Together Horace couples them. 


—-_- 


Arcanum neque tu ſcrutaberi allizs anquam, 
Commiſſumve teges & wino tortus, & ira, 


| To learn man's ſecrets never vainly think, 
Pp Or to conceal them ; torn with Rage, or Drink. 
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No man can expect to find a triend withour faults, not can he propoſe 
himſclt to be fo to another. But in the Receprocation of both , without 
mildneſs and temperance there can be no continuance. Every man for 
nis friend will have ſomething todo; and ſomething to bear with, in 
him : rheſober man only can do thefirft, and for the Jarter there is | 
patience required, *Tis better for a Man to depend on himſelf chan to 
be annoyed with cither 2 244d mz# or a Fool. Clytus was ſlain by a 
Maſter in drink. Thc Theſſalowians maſlacred by an Angry Emperonr : 
and the deaths of either, lamented by rhe Authors, | 


——— 


XXX. 
Of the danger of Liberty. 


N Man that is intelleQual,as well as in Creatures only ſenſitive, 'cis 

ealily experimented that Ziberty makes Licentions. When the Reins 
arc held too looſely the Aﬀe&ions run wildly on wirhourt a guide, ro | 

Rxine, He that admirs a Fool to play with him at home , will find he 


| 


ſeems to be ſo highly-priz'd , and is the only cry'd-up thing in" the 
world ; As *tis the moſt cagerly purſued : ſo once enjoy'd, it 15 of 
all the ſeeming goods of Haz, the-moſt dangerous and tempring : 
Not being able to guide our own #9ad Apperites, we quickly betray out 
ſelves rothe-ſame ſad (lavery,. that but now we did oppoſe. Even. in 
Governments the looſelt are of leaſt Continuance. What' Church ever 
laſted long; that kept not'up by diſcipline ? It was while men {lept- that 
the Tares were ſown, - When there 1s none to watch, but men ar6lefr 
ro the Liberty of their own Opinions; then is the time to ſow Hereſies. 
Nor only Germany, but Englendis able to make out this, Thar fince 
the Ficld-keepers have been remov'd, we have ha4' more cockle and 
'|darnet, than I think any age ſince Religion appear'd in-the World, And 
'tis no Wonder if we neglect our wholſom wheat, or: feed on'r with 
theſe weeds mingled with it, that we grow giddy with unwholſom va- 
pours, or ſo dim-ſighted in the ways of Truth and Antiquity, that all 
men may conclude usin the number of rhoſe thar do lolzo vittitare. In- 
dulpence and loth are the ſiſters of Freedom, Men that may, will fa- 
vour themfelves ; and thar partialicy, will make them Zazy, Vhere is 
there -leſs 72d»/try or” more Sexſuality than abounds among the S4- 
wages ;' where Nature is left to her ownfway, without the Cultiva- 
tion of whollom Laws and Regiment ? What is't that makes war lo 
borrid, bur the /aw/eſs Liberty that Souldiers looſely rake ? And where 
there is impmzity , what" villany reſts anatrempred ?* Rapes, Marthers, | 
\Thefts, Oaths, Inceſt, Cruzlties, with'all the fluttiſh'broods of blackeſt 
Vices, follow inthe train of Armies, And what'cauſe can be rendred ? 


bur, firſt, the diſpenſing wich Gods Commandements of not killing, and-| 


ſtealing ; and then the Licence that in Camps they take; by reaſon they | 
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will do the ſame when he comes into the Marker. Liberty , which | 
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are either left to themſelves, or cannot be come by to be puniſhed. 
. | We are all like Bowls running down the Hill ; it once upon the tur, | 
our own weight hurries us to the ſizk and loweſt botrom. What Appirs 
Clandiue obſerv'd of the Romay people, doth hold as true of all the reſt 
of the World, That they are better truſted with buſineſs and imploy- 
ment,than with Eaſe and Liverty.In the firſt they 77prov'd their Yirtwes; 
by the laſt, they tumbled into wice and ſarquedry, Nothiug makes us 
more unfortunatcly wretched than our own #ncarbed Wills. A looſe | 
paition purſu'd and fulfilled, hales and haſtens us to certain deſtructi- 
on.Hath not aſſumed Liberty and a laſeivious Succeſs thrown thoſe grand 
Aſſemblies into hate and abhorrgncy, that in their modeſt limits were 
the Gaze and Envy of the Chriſtian world ? What hath ſo wonnded the 
Honor of ſome of our Geztry and Nobility, as this ; That by teing per- 
mitted to do what they would, they have left to do what they ought, 
and have done what they ought not to have thought upoy ? How grand 
a difference have we ſeen berwceen a Family ſcarrer'd into Riot by Zi- 
cexciouſneſs ; and. another reſtrain'd and marſhall'd in the civilneſs of 
a graceful Order? A Forelt bealt is uncontrolled Man. A Bear with- | 
out 4 Ring is wicked Xature lett without a Rte, It is for God alone, 
whoſe bletſed Efſence is wholly uncapable of ll, ro be deified with a 
Power of doing whatever he pleaſeth, yer never to do any thing be- 
low perfettion's height. But when frail man is truſted with that Free- 
dom, he ealily Ranges, till he loſe himſelſ, Soft water ſuing through 
the ſmalleſt chink,negleed wears a wideneſs tor a ſtream ; and, break- 
ing barks, docs deluge all the fields. Whar was it, made the Emperour 
Caracalla ſtrike up that Inceſtuous marriage , but the impudence of a 
Mother in Law in telling him, An Emperour was to give what Zaws 
he pleas'd: but was not himſelf to rake any from others > Ate- 
ons wandring eye, not checqu*t, left him a prey to his own wild affe- 
tions, thoſe Metaphorical Hounds that ſeiz'd and tore their heaaleſs 
and Invieilant Maſter. : 


In pejors datur, ſuadetque Licentia luxum. 


To worſe, and Riot ; Licence ever leads. 


The Boundary of Man is Moderation. When once we pals that pale, | 
our guaraian Angel quits his charge of keeping us : For we are. not in 
our ways; and then, at every ſtep, we daſh againſt ſome Soze, till fre- 
or Braiſes bring us to deſtruction. He that would be preſerved in 
atety, had need keep Sertizel upon his Liberty. *Tis a Wanton child 
that will be apt to run upon daxgers : if rhere be not a Keeper to /ead 
and foo to it. Upon a ſerious ſcrutiny, I find not why men ſhould baul 
ſo loud for Liberty, A wiſe man's always free : juſt, and right, is that | 
{which is his wif, and againſt his will he as not. For if he find not | 

Reaſon to do it, he cannot be compell'd to'r. The government of rhe 
State, if free from Tyranny, is not the worſe for being ſtrif# ; and thar | 

of the Church, while it keeps to what is Orthodox, is the berter for the | 
| | diſcipline. | 


"We 
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1 That we ought ſo to love, as, if there ſhould be cauſe, we afterwards 
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diſcipline. Ir (hall never oflend me to live under any Government tha® 
may make me berter, and reſtrain me from wandring. When I have 
moſt freedom, I ſhall moſt ſuſpe& my ſelf. He char is turn'd into the 
Sea, had need to look to have his Pilot along. He that may do more 
than is Fit, is upon his 92a7ch to do mote than is Lawful. 1t we once 
excced the Bay Log as ca(ily we grow to excecd the manner, Vice is 
a Peripatetick, always in progreſſion. 


—— 
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XXX1. 
In the ftirifteſt Friendſhip, ſome Secrets may be reſerv'd. | 
"TE a Friend,indecd, be but the duplicate ofa mans ſelf yer 


there may often happen Secrets to one that may not be conveni- 
ent to impart to the other. If they be ſuch as the knowledge thereof 
ſhall not only, not benefit ; bur ſhall bring a gricf ro my Friend: 1 
cannot think ir an A@ of friendſhip to impart them. He that grieves 
his Friend when he needs not, 1s his Enemy, or ar leaft leſs his Feiend 
chan he might be. Certainly, even in caſe of Conſcience as well as in 
Common Morality, it had been better for Oedipus he had never known 
that he had ſlain his Father, and married his Mother, than to have ir 
told him when it was too late to. prevent it. When the things were 
done, the knowledge could not remedy them : and his /zzoraxce gave 
him (as to the things)a kind of innocence,whereby he might have paſl- 
ed away his life incruciated without the ſenſe of. ſo fatal mwfortunes : 
And after that was finiſhed, it had been Oedipms the ſon of Polybins of 
Corinth, and not of Zains of Thebes, that had done the deeds ſo blackly 
grim and horrid. Some ſecrets may happen to be ſuch, as may beger 
a jealouſie ,, and thoſe, as the gall and fretting of friendſhip, are js 
ever to be avoided : Where jealoufie begins to live , Frienddpp begins 
to die. And albeit, Scipio found much fault with the ſaying of 31s, 


might hate : Yet, doubtleſs, conſidering the frailty and incertainty of 
the minds of men; it is prudence foto look upon me, as, though they 
be now Friends, they may yer live to become our: Enemies, Stability 
is not permanent in the unſtable heart of man ; and therefore weare not 


to r#ize us, it after they ſhall once fall of. How often do we ice dear 
Friends, decline into detefted Enemies? Nay, they arethe greater , for 
that they have been Frierds : Even the fierceſt and molt exlerged en- 
mities, have ſprung from the fricteſt leagues of friendſbip. What Regi- 
on then can yield us Tr7#th and Conſtancy? It Parmemnio prove falſe to 
Alexanger, who is't can then be truſted? and if Parmenio were not 
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oblig'd to 7ruſt them with char, which may deliver us into their power | 
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falſe, who is't can then be 7rafted, fince Alexander was the man that 
flew him, As I will not care for a friend tull of, Ingwiſitions, (for Per- 
contator Garrulus, Inquiſitors are Tatlers) : lo 1 will not be importu- 


nate 
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| well as yeaſe. I will be willing ro ow as far as he would have 


| in zl, in the badas well as the good, This were to be profaner than the 


R ESOLVES. 


nate upon my friends ſecrets. 1 have kpown ſorac have eagerly fiſh'd 
tor that, which when they have gox, hath been together rhe baxe both 
of friendſhip and life. By ſuch actions, men do as ſome ignorant per- 
ſons that are birtex with med Dogs, they think when they have ſuckt 
the bloud from the wonrd, they may /p#t it out without danger. When 
by thar af ir catches the brain, and kills. A nocent ſecrer opened, doth 
otten kill both giver and receiver : or , ſometimes only the receiver 
dies ; for, being truſted too farr with what cannot be recalled, no ſafety 
can be builded on,but by deſtroying thole that arc extraſted,\Nhen Tupt- 
ter had made Metis his wite,and ſhe by him conceived ; betorcſhe was 
delivered, he devours both her and her coxception,and prelently after out 
of his own brain, he became deltvered of an armed Pallas ; which may 
well repreſent unto us,A ſecret diſcovered unto a frienad,that after, being 
repented of, was reaſſums d by devouring that friend,to prevent a further 
diſcovery ;, and then we grow wiſer by ſtanding on our guard, and de- 
fending our (elves either from the miſchief, that is already abroad, 
or from being over-taken again by —_——— any more ſuch folly ; 
which may well be ſignified by his being orth Pallas Arm'd. To 
know too much, #ndoes us with our friend. He is not wiſe, that will 
traſt all his wealth into anothers c#ſlody. If my friend impart ought 
freely, I ſhall endeavour faithfully ro ſerve him, as far as I may. But 
if in ſome things he be reſerv/d, I ſhall ſuppole *tis for his own ſafety,as 


me, without extraQting ſpirits, or cruſhing more than will 742 with 
eaſe. If he be one to be valued, I ought not to. wrong him ſo much as 
to wreſt that from him, that (ſhould cauſe him afterwards to repert, 
or fear, If he be not to be valued, will never engage my ſelf ſo much, 
as to be made conſciows of his concealments. 


| -XXX1I1. | 
That "tis no Diſhonour ſometime to Retraft a Purſuit. 


| was queſtionleſs meant of things vertwoms and commendable, Quic- 
quid agis, age pro wviribrs ; otherwiſe we arc adviſed to be diligent 


Heathen that gave the Precept. Sutable to this, is that of Eccleſiaſtes, 
All that thine hand ſhall find to do, do it with all thy power. The Chal- 
dee reſtrain it to too narrow a ſenſe, for they limit it only to Mms. 
As, whatſoever thy hand ſhall meet with when put into thy purſe, let that 
come out and give it freely. And though to make it extenſive to all 
our 4:7ions, 1s a ſenſe far more amiſs ; yet, I fee not, but many 
times, not only the 2igowy is to be abated; bur cven the reſolution of 
purſuing 1s to be wholly retraffed. Tis better ſometimes to ſound a 
retreat, and ſo draw off, than *tis to ſlay in the field and conquer ; be- 
cauſe, it may fo fall out, that the prize we ſhould win, will be no 
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' way able to countervail the /oſs thar by that war we ſhall ſuſtain. 
| Whar is it rod like Samſon ? Ot, who can call that Yittory, where, 
; With my Enewies grave, | mnt allo dig my own ? I do not care to con- 
' quer in a Lutzan field: though his party prevail, he ſaorificeth all his 
' Victories, that makes himſelt uncapable of ore, or enjoying what he 
hath got. © He that is ibarqud upon diſadvantage, ſhall find it more 
honour to retire, than to go unto the exd of his vozage. He is ſimple, 
that, only becauſe he hath begun, will purſue what is unprofitable. 
There is no difgrace in doing that which is for the beſf. They that 
pretend to be the greateſt Vmpires of Honour and Renown, do think it 
no impeachment to their judgement to raiſe that Seige, that is not 


he may ſee the wore : And it a man hath bin a fool in the begining, he 
is not bound-ro be ſo tothe exd, If there ſhall be cauſe, the ſoorey, 
a man comes.off, the better, It is far more pardonable to ery through 
inconfiderationy i than wilfulneſs : the one is weak by accident ; x 
other out. of #{ettion.' :Shall it be no ſhame to have 'begws ill, and 
ſhall it be'a- ſhame, prudertially to defaft > 1 lee, among moſt, a ma- 


likely to be prevalent. ' The” further in any attion a man goes, afluredly, | 


ftexy and to vver-come, is both a pleaſing, and a wwlgar error ; we | - 


are oftner leds by Pride, . Obſtinacy, or Partiality ; than by the right 
and ſolid Ales of Reaſor.: He that bears it out in a bad buſineſs, ſhews 
rather the' ferecity ot ſome-bruriſh Nature,: than the CondutF thar be- 
comes 2 24x. For 'tis better ro manifcſt that we are overcome by Rea- 
ſon, than'that we can overcome-againlt #1:;In all things, Jet me weigh 
the concluſion, and' balance my reckning ; and then examine which is 
better, to» proceed or deſiſt. '1f my toſs: in-the. end,; ſhall exceed: my 
gain, I but.run.into rhe ſame folly, that 4uguſtus uſed to ſay they did, 
that for trivial matters,, would preſcritly:break out into war : They 
fiſpd with a golden hook,” to.catcha fiſh of a farthing, they expos'd to 
hazard a tackling of a pound : VU they leſavs,, they gain repentance and 
| ſorrow ; it they do nor, they muſt owe it moreto /ack than to wit'; and 
| then Fortwne'claims the praiſe, not they ;;Andit in temporal matters 
alone, ſucl1a carriage cannot be excuſa#{#; what apology can we frame 
for our ſelves.in {pirituals *: When meerly to-ſarisfhe a preſent ſenſus! 
appetite, 'We run the hazard of periſhing 2 Soul to Eternity. That Lover 
is. mad. indeed;ethiut will give up albrhat.he hath for a glance. We 
buy afflifon. with all we-have that is preczoms : and by a right (can- 
' ning of our a##ions , by fuch-as ſhall not partialize, we mult be 
' zudged| 10: be more taken» with puniſoment than Pleaſure ; 2s "it in 
$0r ment: we plac'd our felicatys | ike thr Ruſean wives, ' who think 
their. husbhands:dornot/oury units they ſomettmes cudgle them. Let 
ys fever: /aunb at theifilly 4agian, who lets us. have his Gold for 
' Baads and Rattles; whicn we! aur ({clves arc infinitely {1mplicr, rhat 
for toys, anduerffles. (ell \Heiwvenand Felzcity. Our Saviour indeed, 
putting. zl the-world/in the ſcale, does find itiiar. roo light for mans 
Deifick ſoul 5 when. he asksy: hat it will aav4rtage to gain the firſt, 


and loſe thc laſt? ,VWhereby: we; may hope, he had berter thoughts 
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of Man than to deſcend him into fo thin a ſhallownefs,as that he ſhould 
make it away for worſe than vanity, vexation, and wwdeing. He thinks 
not any will be ſo ſtupidly wild, as for a grsſp of airy'an itch of ho- 
our, an heat of bloud, a pleaſure that has no beizg, bur in opinion only, 
to lay by ſzcred peace, and /:ſting happineſs : Bur if he mult Loſe that 
precious ſpark of Deity, *tis the whole world, and not any part of it that 
is pur in the ſuppoſition. 
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To have Regard to Means, but not to Deſpair without. 


E can never be ſo /ow, as to be at a loſs, if we can but ok up 

unto Ged. He that hopes, proclaims his Divinity, and, to 
ſpeak according to humanity, credits Ged: Bur, he that deſpairs, de- 
grades his Deity ; and, ſeeming to intimare, that he is infufficient,or not 
juft on his word, in vain hath read both the Scriptures, the '3world, and 
Man, Three ways we read our Saviour healed difeaſes: with means, 
as the Leper, in the $8. of St. Matrbew ; Without means, as the 1en 
Lepers, in the 17. of St. Luke: Againſt means, ay the blind man, in the 
9. of St. Fohn. His working by means is more ordinary,and ſuirs better 
with the weakreſs of our'faith,” and the dimneſs of our wnderFanding, 
| where we ſee jt not, we arc apt to. fink and fail: Cax God prepare 4 
Table in the Wilderzeſs > ' was the bold ignorance of Infidel and Incor- 
rigible 7ſrael; who wanting wings, ſtill grovels on the ground, and 
nere will c/izze tro: Heaven, without a ftair to lead him. Means makes 
us coxfident, and with this ffaff we lap. When we are preſcribed 
what's proper tor our care, our remedy is almolt by demonſtration ; and 
there ro &oubr, is to turn Meretick to Providence. Nay, if the Appli- 
cation be right in all, we cannot muſs without a little Aferacle : For, 
Natare, that is ever ſedulous and conſtant in the faculties ſhe is cre- 
ated with, muſt vary from h&t* fef, or by a drowhie floth be rendred 
inſignificant, which yer ſhe never does without a Swperiour hand to 
rein her out of her rode. It is as natural for means ito cure; as *ris for 
winds to cool, or fire to warm, when hoaxy winter blows her ca/d about 
us. To work without wears, I know feems hard to' Mar, and to 
the inapprehenfiveneſs of his Humaz Reaſon. But, tharthis is as eafie 
to God as the other, there is nothing we can look on, but evinces it. 
The whole Creation was without all help, there was not ſo much as 
the affiſtexce of Matter, a naked Fiat did it; a word alone, the 
calieſt of expreſſions. And, though lame Philoſophy will not allow 
any thing to be producible out of zorhing : Yet, certainly, wharſo- 
ever is not God, cither was immediately fram'd of nothing, 'or out 
of that, which firſt of all was zo:hing : for, to aſcribe a coeranrous 
being of the world with God, is to make it God, by giving it Eternity, 
And, as *tis ſafer for man to believe ir created out of zothing by 
Divine 
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Divine omnipotence, than to be fram'd ot Atoms, by Chance, or Ly,CenT. ll 
Neceſſity ; by holding of any of which, he mult fink in abſurdity | 4 Nu 


| 

So, it is more honowr to God, by aſhgning him a Potency for (o ſtu- 
pendious a Machination. Nor is the other, without means to God of 
orcater aifficulty. A Miracle, when he pleaſes, is to him as eafic as 4 
Natural cauſe. For, it was at firlt by Miracle, that even that Cauſe 
was Natural, And all the Aſfiracles that we have heard of in the 
world, are les a Miracle than the world it ſclt. He that knows and or- 
ders all the ehings that ever were, or (hall be, in whom their Being 
radically is, can calily go a private way, that to us may ſcem to lead 
contrary quite to what we apprehend. Nor need we wonder that we | 
cannot #race him. It requires a Miracle to make us capable of under- 
[tanding one, Ve cannot reach above our own extenſion, Bur, when 
by dayly demonſtration, we ſee Events tranſcending all our reaches ; 
Whar is't ſhould make us doubt ſo great Ommipetency? It is as catic 
to God to work without means as with them. Ir is the ſame, Ze clean, 
and, Gowaſh. And again(t means is equal to cither. Nay to him theſe 
latter arc the nearer ways . To go by his power and ommiſcience, is far 
2 quicker way than by the circumflections of Nature and ſecond (au- 
| ſes : Though he hath been pleal'd (unleſs in extraordinaries) to leave 
Nature to her inſlinfivve operation in her wonted Propenſions. That 
eight-rimes Martyr d Mother in the Maccabees when ſhe would ad- 
hort her Sow to a paſſive Fortitude againſt the exacuated Tortures of 
Antiochus, (he delires him to look upon the Heavens, the Earth, and 
all in chem contained ; and to conſider that God made them of things 
that were not z and to mankind, likewiſe. Doubtleſs though in Na- 
ture and Reaſon there be no ground left for deſpair (for without leflen- 
ing God to the Puſallity of Mar it cannot be tram'd in the mind); yet 
we ought never ſo to depend on his #i/{ and Powey hidden, as to neg- 
lect his declared pleaſure. He that negleAs whar he finds commanded 
hath little reaſon to expe what he finds not promiſ'd. Upon means! 
it is fit we ſhould depend : without means, we may hope. Againſt 
means, we ſhould not deſÞair. Burt, as to diſregard Gods appointed 
mcans is a Supine coritempt ; So to depend too much on things wnep- 
prehendable, is rather a badg of raſh preſumeing, than pa, Low 
courage of Faith, 1 may look up to Gods ways; but I ought to look 
down to my own. He that walks according to means, travails with a 
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Cornvey and may ſee his way betore him. Bur he that journeies with- 
our them, is in a Wilderneſs, where he may ſooner be loſt, than wan- 
der out when he knows not his way. 
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XX XI. 
The Miſery of being Old and Ignorant. 


© Ince Old Agc is notonly a Congregation of diſeaſes, but even a 
._ * diſcaſc it ſelt; and,That,(in regard of the Decree which Providence 
hath paſs'd upon man) incurable ſave by dearth. The beſt thing next to 
2 Remedy is a divertion or an Abatement of the Malady, When Infir- 
mitics are grown habitual and remedileſs, all we can do ts to give them 
ſome Reſpite, and a lictle Allevation, that we may be leſs ſenſible of 
{rhe ſmart and ſting they [mite us with, The cold Coreliax cannot change 

his c/ize : but yer by furrs and-fires he can preſerve himſelt, and 
ſtove out winter arm'd with ce and Find, The Drum and Fife can 
| drown the Battails noiſe, though many times there is no room to 
eſcape it. The little Piſmire can iniftruft great Man, that (winter com- 
ing) ſtore ſhould be provided, And what thing is there in the fathom 
of induſtrious man, that can ſo qualifie him againſt the breaches and de- 
cays that Age makes on him , as k»owledg, as ſtudy, and meditation? 
with this he can feaſt at home alone, and in his Cloſet pur himſclt into 
whatever Company that beſt ſhall pleaſe him, with Towths Yigoar, Ages 
gravity, Beauties pleaſantneſs, with Peace or War, as he likes. Ir abates 
the rediouſncſs of decrepit Age, and by the divine raptures of Contem- 
plation it beguiles the wearineſs of the Pillow and Chair. It makes him 

not unpleafing tothe Towne, revetenc'd by age, and beloved of all. A 
gray head with a wiſe mindenricht by Learning isa Treaſury of Grave 
Precepts, Experience, and Wiſdom. *Tis an Oracle to which the Jeſfler- 
wiſe reſort to know their Fate He that can read and meditate , need 
not think the Evening long, 'or Life tedious ; *Tis at all times imploy- 
ment fit for a man : Like David's harp it cures the evil ſpirit of this 
Sas char is naturally teſty, froward, and complaining. a, perhaps 
there was a Y#vacity more than Ordinary ; Yet I doubt not bur it was 
chis thar in the main from Gorg44s produc'd that memorable anſwer, 
Being a hundred and ſeven years of Age, One ask'd him, Why he liv'd 
{o long ? He replics becauſe he yer found nothing in e/4 Age to com- 
plain of. And that this 1s probable, he was Maltcr to Iſecrates, had 
got ſuch wealth by reaching Rhetorique, that he bequeathed his fatue 
in Gold, to Apollo's Temple ; and to any Theme was able well ro ſpeak 
ex tempere, and certainly. If any thing hath power,'tis Virr#e and Know- 
ledge chat can ranſom us from the Infirmities and Reproaches of Age. 
Without this, an o/4 ax is but the lame (hadow of that which oncc 
he was. They honour him too far that ſay he is twice a Child. There 
is ſomerhing in Children that carries a becoming prettineſs, which is 
pleaſant and of gratctul reliſh, But gxorant Old gge is the worlt pi- 
ure that Time can draw of Man. "1s a barren Vine in Autumn , 1 
leaky Veſlel ready to drop in pieces at every remove, a map of Mex- 


tal and Corporeal weakncls ; not pleafing to others, bur a Burthen to 
. i himſelf, 
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' himſelt, His /2morance and Imbeciliity condemns him to 1aleneſs ; 
which to the active Soul is more irklom than any imployment, What 
can he do when ſtrength of limbs ſhall fail ; aud che gult of pleaſure 

which help'd him to miſpend his youth, through time and Langw#d 

' Age ſhall be blunted and dull ? Abroad he cannot ſtir to partake the 

| Variation of the World ; nor will others be tond of coming to him, 

| when they ſhall find _— but a cadaverows man, compoſed of Diſ- 
caſes and Complaints, that tor want of knowledg hath not Diſcourſe co 
keep Reaſon company, Like the Cuccow he may be left ro his own 
menitring in ſore Hollowed Cell: but tince the voice of his Spring is 


iiſtned after : So the bloudleſs Tortoiſe, in his melancholly hole, lazeth 
his liic away, Noubtleſs were it for nothing clſc, even for this is 
Learning to be higtfly valued, That ic makes a man his own Compa- 
nion without cither the Charge or the Camber of Company. He nceds 
neither be oblig'd tro humour, nor engag'd to flatter. He may hear 
his Author (peak as far as he likes, and Icave him when he doth not 
pleaſc, nor ſhall he be angry though he be not of his Opizioz. Ir is the 
gaide of Youth, to (Manhood a Companion, and to old Age a Cordial and 
an Antidote, It I dic ta morrow, my Life to day will be ſomewhat 
the ſweeter for Knowledg. The anſwer was good, which Antifthenes 
gave when he was asked, VVhat fruic he had reapcd of all his fudies ? 
By -""jp (ſaith he) I have learned, both to live, and diſcourſe with 
| my lelt, 
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4 twofold way tos Honour, 
| O zrue Honour there is certainly but one right way , and that is 
| by Virtue and Juſtice. But to that which the World calls Ho- 
| our, Which is Command, Authority, and Power, though there be thou- 
| ſand perty windings. yet all may bc reduced in the main to two ways 

only. Once when God calls, Another when man ſccks ir without the 
| Lords warrant. He that goes the firſt, deſerves it, bur ſeeks ir not ; 
when hc is at the top, he mult take no more than becomes an Hoze/? 
| man: and who then 1s it, that upon ſerious Conſideration will put him- 
| ſelf into (ich a Condition as very hardly adzzizs him to be fo without 
| che dowxfall both of him,'and bi ? The unreaſonableneſs of men will 
| not be ſazisfied with all chat Reaſoz can be able to do. And therctore 
{rhough the Call be warraptable, yer 1 find it hath ſometimes been 
| waved and refuſed: Audentius would not accept the Empire, though 
' choſen tot upon Baſſtanus (aracall's degth. And though our (ountry- 
| 914 Cardinal Fool be by lame Condemned, as tooling himſclt our of the 
| Papa' by a (trcin of roo much <Meadeſty, yer, take his Reaſons candidly 

according to his own expreſſhon(which we ought to bclieve,it nothing 
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gone (waich yer was all the Note he had to take us with) he's now not | 
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be diſcovered to the Contrary),and the reaſon of his nox-acceprance was 
pioxs and prudent. Legitimate attions can (tay tor the day and endure 
ir. They arc uſually #zwholſor: Vepours that riſe up in the night and 
darkneſs : and truly, to ſteal into ſuch a chair obſcurely while men are | 
aſleep, though it may be ſerious, 1s not ſeemly. Even the Dogs will take | 
nim for a Thief and bark at him, that ſculks in the Night, although he 

be Honeſt and True. He pulls upon himſclf ſuſpicion, that hath not 
witnefles of his acting cleerly and epertly. But of all rhe examples of 
this Natare, that of Frederick Duke of Saxony 15 molt to be Honour- 
ed, His Virtues were ſo great that unanimouſly the Eleffors choſe him 
for Emperour, while he as carneſtly did refuſe : nor did they,like zickly 
Italians, pert at this and put another in his room : but, for the reve- 
rence they bore him,- when he would not accept it himſelf, they would 
yet have one that he ſhould recommend, which was (har/es the fifth : 
Who our of his gratitude for putting him to that place, "fent him a 
Preſent of 3oeoo Flerins, But he, that could not be rempred by the 
Imperial Crown, ſtood proof againſt the blaze of gold: And when the 
Embaſ[edours could faſten none upon him.. they deſired bur his permiſ- 
fion to leave 10000 among his ſervants: to which he anſwered, They | 
might take it if they would, but he that took but a piece from Charls, | 
ſhould be ſure not to ſlay a day with Frederick. A mind truly herojck, 
evidently ſuperlative, by deſpiſing what was greateſt .; not remprtable 
with either Ambition, or Avarice : far greater than an Emperonr, by re- 
fuſing to be one. We read in the Scriptures of an Olive, a Fig, and a 
Vine, that would not leave their exjoyments to be Kings; but, here 
was 2 man that exampled both the Teſtaments : for Adam even in 1n- 
nocency was tempted, as (he {ſimply thought) to eat, and be like a God : 
and two of the _Apeftles the ſons of Zebedee aſpired to be Lording it ; | 
while a third for money, betray d not only his Creating , but Redeeming 
Ged: Doubrleſs, he that would be enabled to 4#, muſt have Com 
miſſion, and be lawtully Delegated : Like Cato's wiſe man, he will ſtay 
till he be called; he will not underminingly call up himſelf, burwill. 
be really by other ſought tor. They are weeds that grow up from the 
earth of themſelves, whereas wholſom herbs require a hand to plant 
them. If he be good, he will not by an i way compaſs Dominion. From 
him men may hope for juſtice and temperance, who, to gain it, would! 
never #rapſgreſs. He is not likely to do amiſs in the Throxe , when the 
Throne it ſelf could not tempt him before he had it : For, ſince _Ambi- 
tion is cunttt affettibus Flagrantior, more inſtant and ſcorching than any 
other paſſion beſide ; he hath ſhew'd a noble remper , that hath with- 
ſtood the ſtizwulations that his Nature goads him with. He that would 
not do wrorg to get it, 'tis not like he will afterward do wrong to keep 
it, Fraud may ſooner be legitimared in the getting of an —_— than 
in the exerciſe. And perfe& Honour, like the Diamond, ſparkles bright- 
eſt, when the light is moſt. - So, that if there be any freedom for man 


juſtly gers and holds a Government. 


And 
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And on the other ſide muſt neceſlarily be the contrary. Who un+ CxnT Il. 
juſtly ſeizeth a Government, tells us, that he can diſpenſe with any CU WW 
thing that he may obrain his exds. Such acquiſitions can never be | 
cicher for the Authors ſafety, or the Peoples benefit : Not ſafe for the 
Author ;, his ways not being warrantable, he hath «bandoped that which 
ſhould protefF him : Thieves of Honour ſeldome find joy in their pur- | 
chaſes, ſtability never. God cannot endure that aſpiring ſpirit, thar ' 
climes the Hill of Preferment without his leave, He intrudes himſelt 
into the ſociety of the Gods, that is not good enough to converſe with | 
27H. So, though he may be a Typhon for a while, and raiſe for him- 
ſelf a Mountain to command on : yet the axger of the Gods at laſt will 
chrough ſome eAfr24 on him, to conſume him. Every evil way carries 
his own curſe along, and God hath pronounc't an iproſperity to wicked- 
neſs. Ambition is a circumvention,when men circle about by deccit to 
over-reach the reſt : and ir argues their ways not right, when they are 
put to work ander-hand ; the attainment being bad, the ſame Arts 
mult #eep ir, char did ar firſt procure it. If it comes by fraud, it will 
not without fraud be prefery'd. VWho draws his Sword to get it, 
docs ſcldome put it up again. And certainly, in force and fraud, there 
is equally hazerd and þ <a one deſign failizg, the total Fabrick 
falls. The ſubfiſtence of cither of theſe 1s at belt, bur the Game of 
Fortune, wherein are more crols Cards, than Trumps that can commazd. 
Cartins, from the very Politicks of Nature, without the Perſpettive ol 
Religion, could cafily find, and tell us ; That, Nulls queſita ſcelere 
Potentia diuturna eſt; No Power unjuſtly gained, can be permanent, 
Who evcr wrong fully aſcends a Fhrone, is neceſſitated to a Govern- 
| next ſuirable. Injuſtice ſpawns Injuſtice, and by I#juſtice mult ir be, 
defended. Right can never keep up wrong. And this muſt necds be as 
il for the people, The Hiſtorian gives it fully, Nemo [mperinm flagi- 
tis queſitum bonis artibus exercuit. Never expe that he ſhould Reign 
juſtly, that did wnjuſtly take the reins in his hand. Good men will com- 
plan; and then they muſt be Enemies : but, bad, by complying, ſhall 
be pur into Office, and then, as Government (crttles, fo docs Oppreſſton,; | 
for the heavieſt yoke is the hardelt to caff of. And when once a People 
by their own wores, ſhall ck themſclves ro the poſt, their Beadle may 
the more ſately whip them when hc pleaſerh, Ir cannot be bur beſt 
on all hands, when a Przence is plac'd by a /awfal call. His Commiſſion 
will defend him, and the hand chat promoted him, will not only protect, 
bur furniſh him with parts proportionable. If Moſes be flow of ſpeech, 
he ſhall have an Aaroz given him. If the Maſter of the Houſe bring 
him in ac the door , the ſervants will reſpeFhim ; but, he that &reaks 
in at the window, is like to be caſt out tor 2 Thief. 


C—_Y 


— — 


232 


— _ _— OO © 


CenT. IL 


—— 


RESOLV 


He eee 


—— — — —— _—— 


ES; 


XXXVI. 
Of Superſtition. 


Hough Profaneneſs be ndach worſe in ſome reſpe& than Swper /ts- 
tion, yet, this in divers perſons is a ſad diſcompoſure of that life, 
which wichour it might be ſ-zooth and pleaſant. He that is profane, fers 
up a God to abuſe him : as Dionyſus, when he took away &/#ſculapings, 
11s golden beard, (aid, *Twas a ſhame to ſee the ſon ſo grave, when the 


| men uſes : and ſometimes mocks at that, which tor its relation to the 
| . . . . 
Deity, anditrs ſervice, ſhould never bur with reverence be look'd up- 


Father was ever without one. He-{eems to know there is a Goa, bur dil 
claims to pay him homage as he is one : Or,what he hath impropriated 
to himſelf, and worſhip, contemptuouſly he debaſes to ſecular and com- 


on : ſo that, though borh be blameable, yer , Superſtition is the leſs 
complainable. A Religion miſguided only in ſame circumſtance, is better 
far, than to have zone at all. And a man ſhall leſs offend by fearing God 
toomnch, than wickedly to jeſt ar, and deſpiſe him. An open ſlighting 
of ſo immenſe a Goodneſs and a Greatneſs as. God s ; is worle than 
miſtaking him to be #00 ſevere and tri, To exceed this way , pro- 
duces ſometimes a good effett ; it makes a man careful not to offend : 
And if we zzjure not God by making him. ſeverer than he is; -or, by 
lacing more in Accidexts, and the Creature, than Religion allows | 
chat we ſhould give, we cannot be too wary in offending, Two things | 
there are, which commonly abuſc men into Swperſtition ; Fear and | 
Ignorance : Fear preſents as well what i net, as what is. Terror hor- | 
rids the pprrehenſion, and gives a hideous vizard, to a handſom face: | 
[t ſees, as did the new recover'd blind man in the Goſpel, That which is 
2 2:4, appears a tree, It creates evils thar never were ,-and thoſc 
char be, like che Magnifying-glals, when a Face is no bigger than 
an Apple, it (Fews it as [irge as a Buſhel. Pur that which is good, 
it dwindles to nothing : and believes, or ſugzeſts ,, that God cannot | 
help at need ; fo diſhonours him into zmbecil/ty, leflening his Goodneſs | 
and his Power, and aſpcrſing both with defetF. And this for the moſt | 
part, is begotten out of guilt : For, Conrage and Innocence vſually | 
dwell together. | | 
Nor is /e#orarce behind hand in helping to increaſe the ſcruple : Nor | 
(ceing cither the Chain of Providence, or the Arm of Power, we are apt | 
to farnt, and accuſe unjuſtly that which, it we knew, we ſhould adore 
and reſt upon. And as fear is begot out of guilt, ſo, is ignorance out | 
of floth, and through the want of induſtry. And this ſurely, is the | 
reaſon, why we find Superſtition more in women and ſoft natures, than | 
in the more axdacious conſtitution of man, And where we do find! 


en 


it in vez, *tis commonly in ſuch as are low in their parts, cither natu-| 
ral, or through zeg/eft. A memorable Example hereof,we find in the 
firſt of cl;c Axzals, VWhen the three Legions in Hungaria and Auſtria, | 
that: 
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| that were under Tunizs Bleſus, were in tlie ruffe of their 14d mutiny, 
| had menaced the Gruaras, ſtoned Lentulws, and upbraided Druſus that 
| was ſent from Rexe by Tiberims to appeaſe them ; on a ſodain, their 
Superſtition made them tame, and Creſt-fallen : For, ina clcar night, 
; che Aon being celipſed, and before the Eclipſe was tully ſpent, the 
| Sky covered with Clonuas , being igworant of the Natural cauſe, and 
ſwſpicions of their own 77iſ-behaviour,, they thought the Goddeſs frown'd 
upon them tor their wickedpeſs, and that it preſaged their wes 
Mould never have exd, By which ceſual accident and unskilful opinion, 
they were ag2in reduced to Oraer and the Diſcipline of Arms, What 


conflernation have 1 ſecn in ſome ar ſpilling of the Salt againſt them ? 
Their bloud has deeper ay'd their frighted face ; a trembling fear has 
ſtruck rhem through the heart, as 1t from ſome incens'd Triumwvir 
they had receiv'd a Proſcription ; all which, I rake to be only Zenorance 
of what ar firſt made ir held ro be ominous : and hath fince by a long 
Succeſhon continued the vanity to us. p 
Selt among the Antients was accounted as the Symbol of Friendſhip, 
becauſe it both preſerves from corrupting, and unites into more ſol+- 
dity : and, being uſed ro ſeaſop all things, it was not only firſt ſet up- 
on the Table; bur was held a kind of Conſecration of it : Sacras facite 
Menſas ſalinorum appoſita, Hallow the Tables with the Sal on them. 
And mecrly from this eftimation of Salt, it was held ominous if it 
ſhould be ſpzlr ;, as if it had prelaged ſome jar or breach of friend. 
ſip among ſome of the gueſts or company , d thar, in truth, the a#- 
lackineſs of it, is but a conſtruction made by our ſelves without a cauſe. 
For, otherwiſe, ſeeing the old Egyptians, did ſo abominate it, that even 
in bread it was abandoned by them : For, tney (acting the purity | 
of living) held it as the Ixcitator of luſt; and the weakencr of carpality, 
' Why then ſhould it not as wcll trom this, be awozded., as from rhc 
| other find a Sacration? But, only blind cuſtoms, as in other things, ſo in 
| rhis, hath led us along in the Error, While the Star-chamber was in 
| being, ar 4 Dinner there, I remember, the Sewer over-turned the Salt, 
' ag4inlt a Perſon of -Hoxonr, who ſtartled, ſputter d, and bluſht, as it one 
had given him 2 ſtab, concluding it a Prodigy, and Ominoms; to which 
Edward Earl of Dorſet (of a nobler frame and genius) handſomly re. 
plyed : That for the Salt to be thrown down, was net ftrange at all ; but, 
if it ſhould not have faln, when it was thrown down, had been 4 Prodizy 
inaced, To make Obſervation of accidents for our own inſtruction with- 
out either diſhononr to God, or diſturbance to our ſeltes, 1 hold to be 
a wiſe mans part : Bur, to tcar danger where none 15; or to be ſecure, 
where danger may be, is to change properties with one of thoſe {imple 
' Bids, that cither ſtoop at a Barn-dore; or thruſting hits hc ad into a hole, 
thinks none of the reſt of his body can be w4yſible. 
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SEELEY LL 
Of ( owardice. 


A? an Eminency of Courage makes the owner grateful to all good 
company : fo the defett renders him the diſdain and ſcorn ot all 
that bur pretend to hoxour. There is nothing that diſworths a man 
like Cowardice and a baſe fear of danger. It makes the ſmooth way 
difficult, and the difficult, inacceſſible. *Tis a clog upon Induſtry, and like 
puddle water, quenches the fire of all our brave attempts : The Coward 
is an wx#frniſht man ; or,one which Nature hath made leſs,than others : 
like Sz/t that hath loſt its ſaveur, his pertneſs and his guſt is gone. As 
ſome great But or Hogshead full of liquor, he may carry a bulk and 
be porderous like other men, but, if you ceme to perrce him, that 
which is within, is but the vappa of Humanity ; *tis flat and dead, and 
the ſpirits are decay'd and loſt. Plutarch compares him to the Sword-fiſh, 
that bears ſomething like a weapoz, bur there wants a heart ; yet could 
he be content to walk off quietly, he might often paſs undiſcovered. Bur 
the miſery is; for the moſt part, thoſe that are /eaft in hears, are 
lowdeſt in tongue. And indeed, having nothing elſe to fer them forth, 
they can vapour higher, than the valiant men. Like the Drum they 
roar, and make a iſe, but within arc nothing but air and emprineſs, | 
being the worlt ware, they require the greateſt #7imming, when once 
unbrac'd, their ſound is diſpleaſing : yer, leſt they ſhould be thought as 
thcy arc, they oft difewiſe it with an oxt-fide braving ; which in the 
end brings them to that which they would avoid; and having the mniſ- 
fortune, by the vanity of their boaſting, to ſtir up more quarrels than 
other men, they neccſlarily fa/l either into more daxgers, or more | 


diſerace. Mer will ſcorn them, for that they wear their ſhape, but do | 


OT 0w7# their courage : and for Women to avoid them, is as natural, as 


own : So, he is not more wnfertunate to others, than to himſelf : his 


'n a houſe to run trom a rotten roof, which would cruſh them to de- 
ſtrudion, when it ought to be their ſafe-guard and protettion. Fear, 
like a whip, will make this Beaſt empty himſelf, though he kept it in his 
very bowels. He is neither fit to be a friend, nor an awpire in any 
affair. A little menacing makes him faulty in both : He is not to be | 
truſted with anothers Reputation, that hath not courage to defend his 


danger is more than other mens. The Enemy is fierceſt to him that flies 
away. A Cowards fear can make a Coward valiant. Who dares not | 
fight when he is reſiſted, wil) moſt inſult when he ſees another fearful; | 
who flies, forſakes his help, and gives his back ro bJows, whercin he | 
carries neither eyes nor hands to defend him. The timorons Deer Will | 
puſh the feeble trom their Heard. Even Haves will have a conccit of | 
comrage, when they ſhall, for fear of them, (ce Frog's leap into water. 
So deſpicable a thing a Coward is, that ſpoils from Cowards won the ' 
Spartans ſcorn'd to offer to their gods. | 


ke. Degeneres 
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Degeneres animos Timor arguit ; | LWWYN 
Feay (hews a worthleſs mind. 


was Virei's ny. ago. He owns not that Melior Natara, that does i 
inconrage man. And then how low a thing is he, when he has nothing 
but his own dll Earth about him ? 1t it be but by ſpeech, that mar | 
[is to ad his part, *ris fear that purs an Agwe 1n his tegae, and often | 
leaves him cirher in an amazcd di/{raction, or quite elingued. For, the 
too ſerious apprehenſions of a poſſivle ſhame , make him forget what | 
ſhould help him againſt it ; I mean, a valiant confidence bequearhing 
a dilated freedoms to all faculties and ſenſes : which with fear are pur 
into a Tr7eprdation, that unlike a guaver on an /»/trument, it is not there 
A ny but a jar in Muſick. And this Smcrates found in Alcibiades, 
when firſt le began to declame, which he cur'd with asking him, 1f 
he fear'd a Cobler and 4 common Cryer, an Upholſter, or, ſome other 
Tradeſmen? tor, of ſuch he told him, the Athenians, ro whom he 
ſpake, confilted, He that hach a Coward in his beſozz, ſhall never do 
any thing well, Mercury and Apollo may be 'in his matter, bur, the 
Graces will ncver be ſeen in the manner. If not thus : Our of coo much 
care to do well, it drives a man into affettation ; and that, like exotique 
and miſhappen attire docs mar the beauty of a well limb'd body: Na- 
[ture's never comely, when diſtorred with the rack ; when ſhe is ſet too 
| high, ſhe proves untunable, and inſtead of a ſweet cloze, yields a crack , 
[ſhe ever goes beſt in her own free pace. Knowledg, Innocence, Confidence, 
\and Experience conſtitute a Valiant man, When fear is beyond cir- 
' cumſpettion, it lays roo much hold upon us, All fear is out of defett, 
'and in ſomething gives ſuſpicion of guilt. I know not what Divine 
'could have given us morc, than the almoſt Chriſtian Seneca ; Tutiſſima 
res eſt nil timere preter Deum, Timidum non facit animuni, niſt repre- 
 henſibilis vite conſcientia mala. Tre ſafeſt of all, is to fear nothing but 
\ God. *Tis only che galling Conſcience of an il led hife, that can ſhake 
\,usS into afear. Ic is berter in all 2-xgs, bur in 2, ro be confidently bold, 
'than fooliſhly timerens. He that in every thing fears to do well, will at 
length doll in all. 
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Of Hiſtory. 
| 
| 


| Þ an ingenuons ſpirit, *tis not cafie to tell which is greater | 
JT the pleaſure or the profit of Reading Hiſtory : For, belides the | 

| beguiling, of #edioms hours, and the diverſion it gives from the trouble- | 
| ſome and wexatious affairs, and the preſerving the frailty of man 
from ſlipping into vice through wantoxneſs with leiſure , It enriches 


the Mind with Obſervation ; and by ſetting us upon an open and | 
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CEenT, I [adjacent Scaffold, ir Ives us a verw of the ations, the contrivences, 
LYDL land the over-ruling Providences that have ſway'd the affairs of rhe, 
world. It is the Reſurreftion of the Ages paſt: It gives us the Scexrs! 
of Humane life, that, by their atFings, we may learn to corref# and | 
Improve. VWhat can be more profitable to man, than by an cahie charge, | 
and a delightful extertainmear, to make himſelf wiſe by the imitation 
of Heroick wirtues, or by thc evitation of deteſted vices > Where the | 
glorious ations of the worthiclſt 7readers on the Worlds Stage, (hall | 
{become our guid and conduct; and the Errors that the weak have faln 
into ſhall be mark'd out to us, as Rocks that we ought to avoid. *Tis 
learning wiſdom ar the coft of others : and, which is rare, ic makes a 
man better by bcing pleas'd. In my opinion, among all the 7nduſtries 
of men, there is none that merits more thanks, than that which hath 
with Prudence, Truth, and Impartiality related thoſe Tranſattions, 
which like main Hinges have ſbut and opened the Gates of the 
world, 1f Moſes had not given us the Hiftory of the Creation, 
How blindly had we walked in the world > It the Prophets had not 
given us the Srories of the Fews, How much had we wanted, 
which now does lead us in the way of aprightneſs? Certainly, 
men owe their Czviftity as much to Hiſtory, as Edxcation, And we | 
find neither Greece nor Rowe were civilized, till rhey came to” be 
learn' a. 

And indeed in thoſe that ſhall rightly, and well, relate the Occur- 
rences of States and Kingdoms ; there 1s required much more than 
makes up an ordinary man : They ought to be ſuperlatively Intelligent, 
diligently /zduſtrious, and uncorrupredly Sincere, neither driven by 
fear, nor led by flattery. Nor is it eafie to have it well done by any, 
but by ſuch as have been Aors in the affairs themſelves ; and have 
had ſome inſight to the ##rnings of the inward wheels of the work. 
He that writes by Relation and Report, may cafily err, and often miſs 
the Truth. Rumors are but like Thuzdrings in the Air ; we have a con- 
faſed zoiſe, bur the particular cauſe that makes it, we do but gueſs 
at. Uncertain Report being cerzainly (as the Majeſty of King Fames 
obſerved) the Author of all Les. 

Who writes a Hifory, his principal aim ſhould be Trath, and to 
relate ſpecially the extraordineries both of good and it ; Of good, thari 
men, taken with the Homonr they find done them in ftory,, they may be 
incouraged to perform the ike; Of il,chat when men (ce the 1nfamy thar 
they are branded with,thcy may leap from all that ſhould make them 
ſo ſftigmatical. To theſe ; Obſervations that ſhall naturally ariſe from 
a Rational Celleition are not to be denycd, as the . mbelliſhment of. 
2 well-prais'd work, He that writes things falſe tells a Zie in the 
face of the world : with which he does abuſe Pofterity. He. is the 
worlt of i Limners; for he draws the Mind amiſs. Some interweave 
their Relations with Fancics of their own : bur a work ſo furniſht, 
may be- allowed a RoMence, bur not a Hiffory, Yer let no man 
that reads, be too. ſcrupulous in expeCting always a cleer light or a 


full 
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full and perfett Narration. For beſides that they are Mcn, thatawrite ; 
[t is not poſſible char'ia all rkings the Truth of Afﬀairs ſhould be ever 
arrived ar, Politicians pretend one thing to the People, but reſerve the 
clean contrary in their hearts, ang private /ntentions. Their poyſonings 
are Clandeſtine, and the making away of £xemies and Rivals is often-| 
times by Bravo's hired in darkneſs : whole deeds are lockt up in Erer- 
al night. So that none but an Omniſcient God is able in all to trace 
che winding of theſe Serpents, It Hiſtory be writ in the lite-rime of the 
Attors, It uſually over-rates YVirtzes, and daihes out wice , or palli- 
ates. To dream amiſs of the Prince, hath been accounted Treaſon : 
co write, would be much wore. Princes in their diſpleaſsre being of the 
Natare both of Nettles and Thorps : It you bur touch them they ſting, 
if you Compreſs them they pierce unto bloud, It an Hiſtory be writ after 
Death ; it may be more impartial, bur leſs True : ſome things will be 
forgot, others covered with the duſt of Time, and either ſpleen or fa- 
vour vary the colour which naked Nature gave. And though he that 
writes be an Ador himſelf, yer weare very rarely to expect that all 
ſhould be Soand and (arrant. He that is in Bartel himfſelt does oft not 
on the tur and progreſs of it, He can undertake but for himſelf and 


CE 


where he #, what is beſide him may be «»krown or diſeuisd. Even 
Princes are deceryd by them they moſt do #ruſt; And it a man be 
known to be about ſuch a work,he ſhall {boner be put to record things 
Honourable than Fuft, And though of all others he that writes out of 
his own Kzowleag by imployment, may be neerer Trath ; yer. a Man 
will be nice in b/azirg his own Errors ; and where he is concern'd, 
{clf-love will incline him to lean to himſelf; If he be good, he would ap. 

d 


pear better : If he be Bad, .he will not. be fond chat che world ſhou 
read it in the Monument of Story, when he is gone. [The dying Spari- 


ne was dead, though the defett were only that he wanted a ſbirt. 


. — Acton 


XXXIX 


, Of free Diſpoſitions, 


Þ + ſpake to Plato for a glaſs of wine; and he \ preſently ſent 
UF him a Gallo»: when next Diogenes met him, his thanks were, 1 
«hed you, how many was two and two ; and you have anſwered, twenty. 
There are indced ſome of ſo Noble a Diſpoſition, that like trees of ripe 


out- do the demands of all their friends, and would give, as if they were 
Gods that could not be exhawſted ; They look not [4 much cither at the 
Merit of others, or their own Ability, as by their Bounty the ſatisfaQi- 
on of themſelves. I find not a higher Genius this way than flowed in 


away, as if he cared for Nothing; You would thgnk he did not Conguer 


fruit, by degrees they arop away all that they have, They would even | 


the Victorious Alexander, He warred as if he covered all; and gave 


ard did but ſpeak Humanity ; That beg;d he might not be fript when| 


for 
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for himſelf but his friends, and that he zook* only that he might have 
wherewirh to give. So that one might well conclude the world ir (elf 
was. too little for cither his Ambition or his Bewnty. When Perillus 
beg*d that he would be pleaſed to give him a portion for his Daugh- 
ters, he preſently commanded him Fifty Talents. The modeſt beggar 
told him, Tex would be enough. To which the Prince replies , Though 
they might be enough for him to receive, yet they were not enough for him- 
ſelf to beſtow. | 

Doubtleſs all will conclude, a Mznd, fo vaſt, is a Nobleneſs to be 
ador'd and magnified. Their Bounty falls like Rain, and fertils all that's 
under. them. The Ywulgar, (as to Gods) will ered them Altars, and 


| 


they will have all the Yerbal plaudits chat are owing to the largeſt 
Benefattors. 


Vivit extento Proculeius two, 

Notus in fratres animi paterni ; 

Illum aget penna metuente folvi 
——Fama ſuperſies. 


Tre Noble Love to Brothers ſhaw'd 

By Proculeixzs, ſhall ſound lowd 

In Fames ſhril} Trump ; there mount fo high 
| —Thar it (hall never dic. 


All thoſe berefirs that a min does place vþon others while he [ves 


are as ſo many Trophies, raiſed-ro preſerve his Memory when he is 
dead. Man's Laſting Marbles are his owngood works ; and like a living 
Monument they are owl d about wierever Men have Tongues, Yet 1 
often find the men that thus arc Boundleſs in their Bounty, and like the 
Air breath nothing bur freedoms upon all rhey meer with 3 chough their 
diſpoſitions, as the Gods, art@pen, and they beſt to others thac have 
front to graſp at all that can be gorzen : Yer being but Mer, and fo 
their Materials limitted, they {eldom prove but unfortunate to them- 


| felves. For being exhauſted by the impudence and neceſſities of others, 


and their unnoble working on a_/rce Nature ; an nnwelcome want at 


| once «does them, and the goodpeſs of their drſpoſitiov, Being catie to 


goed , they will be ſo (much more) to il], when tlicy are preſg'd 
Ot. | 

Every man we meet, may be made an Objed cither of Charity or 
Bounty : But they are very few, that will enable #s ro maintain where- 
withal to cortizue them. VVhen Zenocrates rold Alexander he had no 
need of his Fifty Talents, he reply'd, though he had no need of them 
himſelf, yer he might have occafion for them tor his friexds : ſince ſure 
he was, all the Treaſure he had Corquer'd trom Darizz, would ſcarſe 
ſerve him for his. Should Neptanes See be cver flowing out, he would 
want Water for his own Inhabitants. The wo whoſe waſt lets out more 
than his rings ſupply ; will ſoon be ſhallow, if not wholly dry. To 
ſpend like a Prince, Ind receive like a private man, muſt needs beget 


ſuch) 
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ſuch a fir of vomiting or looſneſs as quickly will impair all health. And 
though they be beſt ro others, yer it is but to ſuch as are grating and 
given to #xcroach. For to the Gemerome mind they are often times Jeſs 
acceptable, than ather more reſerved Men. He that would be 
entire to himſelf, cannot well converſe with him, without being fer- 
ter d by ſome kindneſs : ſo he loſes his Freedom, which is the Felicity 
and Glory of his Zife. Every cxtraordinary Kindneſs I receive, I look 
upon as a help to pinto me. It is Nobler to deſerve a favonr than re- 
ceive it, -and to keep diſcreetly, than to lawiſp and wart all things bur a 
| vain-and empty Applauſe. He that /oves his Neighbour as himfelf is at 

the extent of the Commanaement. He that does zwore breaks it. I would 
ſo ſerve others, as I might not 4zjure my (elf : bur ſo my ef, as I 
might be helpful to others. 


_ —— ——  — — 
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XL. 
The danger of once admitting a Sin. 


== every thing we know zot, be a Riddle at firſt : Yet once 
untied, there nothing is more eafie. And asno feat of Ativity 
is ſo difficult, but being once done a Man ventures on it more freely the 


mitted willingly, a man is made more prone to a Re-iteration. There is 
more deſire of a Known pleaſure, than of that which our ears have only 
heard Report of. Even Ignorance is1o far good, that in a Calmir keeps 
the mind from Diftrattion : And Keaowledg, as it breeds defire in all 
things ſeemingly Good; So doth it ſerve us with beguiling Sin. He| 


And as it makes it more Z-rgzble to others, ſo it deeper finks in 


it ſclt into a lively heat. The Glaſs that once is erackt, with every lit- 
tle ſhake is apt to fall in pieces. He breaks his Hedge of Grace thar ad- 
mits of a ſcandalows fin. When oncea weighty fix. hath rrodden down 
the Fence, cach petty Vice will eaſily then ſtep over, A. breach once 
made, the City 1s in danger to be /off, To think we ſhall be wiſer by 
being wickeder, is the {imple wiffake of man. Ignorance herein is bet- 
\rer than Knowlcdg , and 'cis far better- $0 want diſcourſe than gut, 
| Alas we know not what rich Foys we /sſewhen firſt we loſh into a mew 
| offence. The World cannot Re-parchaſe-ysvur priſtine clecr- Integrity. 


| The Maiden-head of the Soul is gone. Diſhonoaritains ns -4nto diſcontent, | 


| we thereby flip our hold of Grace, which without many tears we never 
' can recover. | Perhaps we itch but. once to try- how pleaſing /iz will 


| be : But at Adam's price we buy this painted Apple, And thereby chiefly | 


| we diſcover but our own want and Netedneſs::. and loſe the Pars- 


ſecond time : So there is no ſis at firſt ſo hateful, but being once com | 


that acts an offexce, not only ſpeaks , but Recites his own fowl _ cM 
is 


own Mind, and Memory, for the being Charadred by. his diſplaying | 
hand. Ir hes within him like a Rat d-up fire,which,but uncover d, glows | 


_ 


| 
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| diſe of Innocence, that before this A#,we.cnjoy'd. The chicteſt Knew: 
| ledo 
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CENT. 11. |/edg that we get, is that of our thereby gnilt and miſery. Nor let any 
AY | man vainly believe he ſhall be /eſs Auared by the importunity of a 
ſcandalow fin, for having once committed it : For though it may ſcem 
as poyſox cold, before we come to taſt it ; yet, once letin, it bozls us 
up to ſcalding all our Senſes. That which we thought was milk to 
quench, proves otl to inflame. The palate of the'Soul, by taſting then 1s | 
vitiated : and that which before was Curioſity, -does now turn into 
Concupiſcence and the impetuors longing atter practis'd pleaſures, Surely 
he that would be p/eaſedly innocent , mult refrain trom the zaft of 
offence. Though the impertous T' ribunes condemned the Triumwirs, 
[only becauſe they camc not ſoon enough to quezch the fire, broke out 
in the Y7a Sacra. Yer doubrlelſs cvery Active fin, is a flame to burn up 
' Piety : which we ought if we can to prevent ; it not, ro make haſte to 
 extingniſh, leſt it quite conſume our Religion. Todeath did the Lacede- 
| m20nians cenſure that Seuldier, that, meerly out of a boyiſh vanity, 
bore bur a little ſcar/er-fanſie in. his fhield; leſt ir ſhould remprt the 
Army to a fore Luxury. ; 

Even ſmall effexces, are but the /zttle Thieves, that (entred) let in 
zreater : Put wiicrc they are ſcapdalors, the Dominion totally is given | 
up into their hazds, I would not purchaſe Know/edg by buying Sla- 
very and Contamination. An innocent Jgnoraxce is to be preterred be- 
iore a necent Knowledg, Let me rather have others think me Defettive, 
chan that I ſhould know my ſelf ro be Zewd. 


— ——— ER - — 


XLI. 
Of Gratitade, and Gods accepting the Will for the Deed, 
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N Zove and Thanks there is no man neceſſitated to become a Bank- | 
[ rupt. For both are things wherein *tis in a Mans own power to be! 
exprefſible : And there is no man ſo poorly provided for, bur he may | 
calily find he hath many things for which he ought ro be thankful. | 
Eirher he enjoys Bexefits that he could not challenge as of debr, (even 
a Being, Life, Humanity, the apprehenſion and expectation of felicity and | 
eternity, are no way of our own, but Gods ;- they are bleſſings 
that we never could have given our ſelves) : Orelfe, he is exempted! 
from many hard Ca/amities, that might have befallez him, it he ware 
not daily 7nuarded by a Graciows Providence, To rcquite ſo great! 
Benefits as man docs daily receive from the goodneſs of God, *Tis. 
no way in the power of frail <Mortality ; bur to be ever thankful, 
is the beſt ſupply for thar defect of Power : A grateful mind is the 
belt Repoſitory wherein to lay up Berefits : like Abſolom's pillar it 
[keeps alive the memory of the Donoxr, and like a mirrour aptly plac'd 
preſents the view of all that is behind you. Gratitude does guild 
the Soul, and if the Zrow of it be but ſmooth and filed, though it be 
not Gold, it ſhews it as if it were: and even in the fight of. God 'tis 
beautiful. 
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| beautiful. And it man-lives no day without a Kenewed Favwenr, 'is the 
leaſt he can do, daily to Rexew his Thanks. Nor would this be any | 


| 


| derate, puts a Guard about us that does watch and defend us. But Cre- 


every thing clſe appear ſo; Ir turnes Yirtze into Yice, and many 
times prompts the zpocext to beeome indeed what he wrongfully 
was ſuſpefted for. Surely it was a precept from a Prefidions Mimd 
at firſt, char bids us think all X»aves we deal with. I am ſure ir 
is againſt the Rule of Reyel Charity, which in all doubrtul ſenſes, 
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thing if we had not a God of ſuch vaſt gopdneſs, that, by acce ting for 
the-Deed the Will, did dignifie our 1ztentions by being pleaſed with 
them : And- as the Keaſon of Gods beſtowing his Benefits is not the 
Merit or Deſert of Man ; but the infinite goodneſs of his excellent eſſence, 
that takes delight in doing good and obliging : So the efficacy ot- our 
thanks could nothing profit either him or us, bur that he is pleaſ'd for 
our avail to ſet a value on them, and by accepring the meaning for the 
Aft reward us as if we requited him. Doubtleſs then the beſt way of 
Retribution that is in manzis to ſhew his thanks by confeiling the Receipt 
and Favour. He that is a thenkfal Debtor not only acknowledgeth his 
Bond and Want, bur declarerh what he would do, if he were able. 
Since then all I have is Bown#y,let my endeavour be to be always thank- 
ful. Though I cannot expreſs that, without a grace to make me fo ; 
yer that is more mine than any thing elſe beſide. 

Receive favours, I ever muſt : Requite them, I never can : To 


remember them I always ought, In a verter ſenſe, let me ſay with] 


the- Poet ; | 


Semper inoblita repetam tua munera mente ; 
Et mea me tellus audiet eſſe Fun. 


Thy Mercies always, through my Heart ſhall ſbine , 
And all the Earth ſhall know that] am thine. 


XLII. 
Of Diftrsſt and Credulity. | 


O diſtruſt all, and believe all, is equally bad and erroneaus : 
of the two the ſafeſt is, to diſtruſt. For Fear, ifit be not immoe- 


dulity keeps us naked, and lays us open to all the flie affaulcs of ill-zn- 
trending men: It was a Virtue when Man was in his /zzecence : but 
ſince his fall, it abuſes thoſe that own it. Yet roo much diffidence as 
it argues, it not always gnz/f, yet for the moſt part defect : So it be- 
gets us Enemies that without it had not been ſo. Cauſeleſs ſupition 
not only #jures others by a muſ-apprehenſion, bur it purs our ſclves 
into trouble, we have fear and diſturbance that we need not. *Tis 
the Fawndice of the 2Mind, that is not only yellow it ſelf, bur makes 


lays hold on that which is the bef, "and ſhews men to be 


| — I 1 | good 
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| good in themſelves, whereby they are induced to think ſo well of others. 
Whereas Ssſpition is as oft begot out of conſciouſneſs in our ſebves 
either of what we have deze or would pradiſe, as it is from rhe ſenſe 
of other mens failings. If we know men ſpotted with deceit or crimes 
to others, then indeed, not to #/ſfruſt is a breach of Charity : we arc 
not careful for our ſelves, where it behoves our care to begin, He that 
deals with a Fox, may be held very (imple, it he expe& nor his 94- 
frons tricks. We truſt not a Horſe without a Bite ro guide him, but| 
the well-rrain'd Spaziel we let range at pleaſure, becauſe we know we 
have him mnan'd to command. Phociox told the Athenians, They ought 
not to blame the Zyzantiars, tor miſtraſting their Captain Chaves ; 
/ bur, their Captains that gave them cauſe to be 2niſ{ruſied. He throws 
his ntereſt into a Gulph, thiat truſts itin ſuch hands as have been for- 
merly the Shipwrack of others. 


Infelix, quem non aliens pericula cautum, 


When the deceirful man hath ſhew'd to others what he &, Why ſhould 
I rake him for other, than what his a&#tozs have declared him > If he 
fhews himſelf robe #//, 1 do him then no jury, to judge him what 
he #, He firſt does judge himſelf, and teaches mc how to judge him. 
If I run upon a known Begg, and yet will rake ir fot firm ground, my 
falling in may beget laughter, but never pity with impartial people. With 
known diſſemblers,Pocts will rot 7rade, and Martial is the Inſtance. 


 Decipies alies werbit, vultug, benigns : 
Nam mihi jam notus Diſſimulator ers. 


Go cheat elſewhere with words, and ſmiling eyes : 
I know th' art falſe, and all thy Arts deſpiſc. 


Indced, where too much Profeſſion is, there 1s caulc to ſuſpet?, Reali- 
ty Cares not to be zrickt wp with too taking an out-ſide ; and Decett, 
where (he intends to ceſe, {tudics diſeniſe. Birds of prey, diſcover not 
their tallons, while they fiy and (ſeek about for food, He Falks behind 
the Horſe, that means to ſbeot and kill. The weeping Crocodile firſt hum- 
bles his ſurpriſe in #ears, And leaſt of all ſhould we be taken with! 
ſwearing aſſeverations. Truth necds not the varniſh of an Ozth to 
make her plainncls credirzed, When among the Romans , upon Aver- 
ment, men uſed to ſwear, or avonch with Execrations ; they preſently 
fwore that they would not believe them. Bur, wherc there is no for- 
| mer braxd, to ſhew he hath been criminal, 'wis breach of Charity, to 
conclude,that he will be falſe. I will rather think all hozeft if ftrangers, 
for ſo 1 am ſure they ſhould be; only, let me remember, that they are 
but men: ſo, nor always proof againſt the aſſaults of frailty and 
corruption; otherwiſe, though they want Religion, Nature implants a 
Moral Tuftice , which, unperverted, will deal ſquare. *Tis obſer- 
vable, that bcfore our Saviour gave the Rue, even Cicero had preached 
the ſame to the world. Quoa tibi fieri non vis, alteri ne feceris, 

Do 
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Do unto others, 4s you would they ſhould do unto you : Certainly, ſo 1 
expreſs a charity to my ſelf, by providing, that I be not at the mercy 
of an other's «doing me ; I can never be too charitable in my opiniox 
and behief of others, | 


| 


XLIII. 
(Concealed Grudges, the Deſtruftion of Friendſhip. 


WW ſome diſpoſitions nothing can preſerve a man ſaic. Fealouſic 


miſcolours thole ations which in themſelves are not capable of 
ftain. Nor having the preſpicacicy and clearneſs of Reaſon, what is 
done in ſincerity is miſconſtrued to craft, neglef?, or ſome other ſiniſter 
end. But, among uncaptious and candid Natares, plainneſs and free- 
dom are the Pr of amity ; they not only take away preſent miſ- 
apprehenſions, but they lay a foundation of confidence, that renders us 
more ſecure in futurity ; whereas Reſervation gives cauſe of fear, b 
putting us into 2 c/oud, which may as well harbour a form or tempeſt, 
as a gentle and refreſhing ſhower. There is nothing ears out friend 
ſooner, than concealed grudges, When miſ-guided Reaſon hath once 
produced Opinion, even Opinion then doth ſoon ſeduce our Reaſor. 
Conceits of wnkindneſs, harbour'd, and believed, will work of even 


hatches it into /ife ; and, the ſhell once broke, it flies about, or, like 
the Lepwing,runs, not eafie to be ſeized on. Reſerved di 4 pam 
they may be apt to retain ſecrets; yet, they arc not fo fit to produce 
love. The free and open breft, both propagates, and continues affetFior 
beſt. Philip of Macedon (et a Priſoner at thorns becauſe he did bur tell 
jhim that vis Garment hung a little wncomely. It was a freedoms in a 
Captive, which his Courtiers durſt not venture to tell him of. Berween 
entireſt friends, it cannot be bur ſometimes lictle peeks of coldneſs may 
appear ; though not intended by a willing commiſſion, yer, perhaps 
ſo taken by a wrong ſuſpeff. And theſe ſmother'd in ftlence, grow 
and breed to a greater difaſf, Bur, revealed once in a friendly man- 
ner, they oft mcet with that ſatisfatFiow, which docs in the diſ- 
cloſure banith them. Regret is a Serpent that, warm'd in the boſom, 
ſtings, Unkinaneſs like a tumor in the fleſh, docs rage and ſhoot with 
heat, and making much of; bur, once let out, both eaſe and health | 
do follow. 'Tis a ſu/phurous vapour in 2 cloud impcilon'd, that roars 
and rumbles while it 1s (hut up : Bur, if ar firſt, by Lightzing it flies 
out, the zoiſe is prevented, and the Air is thereby clarified. And in- 
deed, how can we make a judgment, when we do not ſec the bottom ? 
Sometimes ill tongues by falſe tales (ow diſcord berween two Lovers ;, 
ſomerimes miſtakes (cr the mind in a falſe apprehefion ; ſometimes jea- 
loufies, that like dregs ariſe from even boyling love, imprint ſuſpition 
in the thoughts, All which, may find caſc in the «tering, ſo their 


2 long grown love. The Egg of prejudice once {aid, the cloſe fitting | 
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diſcovery be in mildneſs : otherwiſe, Choley dims the minds bright eye- 
and when it might fce clear, it miſts it with aſcending fumes. Paſſe- | 
onate Natwres, like flints, may be quiet alone ; bur when they knuck 
rogether, fire it ſelt breaks from them ; whereas calm diſcuſſions do 
ſo card affettions into one another, that many times they never alter | 
can be parted or pulled aſunder. 

If, berwcen friends, there moſt «»kinaneſs ſpring, ris belt preſently | 
to tell, and reconcile, Perhaps, the ſuſpefted, that appear'd a little | 
{rutted on his out-fide, unfolded, may be clear within; and then hav- 
ing more ztegrity, he will draw more /eve. It he ſhould be guilty, 
he may repext, and by his error, become warned to prevention, and 
for that he hath offended, he ſhall be more obſequiows. Piſaſtratus did 
not ill, -when fome friexds had forſaken him, to tollow and catch u 
their c/oakes ; who demanding his intenſton, he tells them, 7; was, zf 
he could, to perſwade them to return , if not, 'twas reſold, that he would 
abide with them. However, 1ct them that defire to continue friends, 
be ſure to part 1o.: a jar at farewel is a contradifFion. They thar part 
in unkindneſs, {cldom-mect in love.. The laſt dranght leaves the ref, 
wiich, attcr it is paſt, does awell upon the Palate, while the guſt of 
the former with this is waſb'd away. Therefore we ought to provide | 
thar this may be pleaſant : nor ought we to ftart aſide at every flone 
chat ſha]l be caſt in our way. To pals by offences, is wiſdom ; bur 
ta fall from a friendſhip, levity : Fven in thoſe that have been 
ill contratted, Cato's advice'is good, They are rather to be wnſewed 
than ct. 
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'Tis neither a great Eſtate, nor great Honours that can 
make a man truly Happy. 


| 


| 

Have ſomctime had che vanity to think, a vaſt Effate, and fome high | 
T6 of Heronur, to be a gay and glorious thing. And indeed, to! 
lvok upon the {uperficies ot it at the firſt glance of rhe carching Far-. 
cy, there may be perhaps a pleafing and emtiſing ſplendor. Man has na- 
turally ſo much of the Deity within him, that he loves to be ador'd and 
magnified. Among the Romans, Trinmphs were ſo covered, that the 
retuſal of them to aſpiring Ceſar, begot the change and ruine of the 
preſent State. Though tov have the recling Multitade (like a Pool of 
Reeds, waved with the wandring wind) bowing up and 'down in 4do- 
ration of the Conquerour, docs heave and lift up rumours and exalt-| 
ing minds, and ſuch as have the Mercrry of yourh about them : Yet, 
when the grave Yeſpaſian came to ſnail it, and be Jeayer'd in the 
throngs ſlow,marctrhe began to chide himſclt,as being juſtly puniſtr, 
at his years, for admitting ſuci popular Appiegſe, and Pageantry, 'And 
certainly, if we examine thexrue and molt lential felicrzies of man, 


we 
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Command, that can render us in our ſelves miorc happy than other men : | 
All that really man is here made capable of, mult be cicher benefits to 
his mind, or to his body. For the mind ; ſurely, Kings never found fo 
great contents as have liv'd with mean Philoſophers, Fi Crown of gold's 
roo heavy to be worn with eaſe. Their fears, their hopes, their joys, | 
their gricts, their loves, their hates, with all cheir train of Paſhons are 
more phantaſtick, more diſtrated, and more torturing , than thoſe 
that wait upon an obſeurer man, who like a Cat,withqut making & noile, 
can ſteal unheeded through the worlds confuſion, Without a guard, 
they cannot ſleep; and with one,thcy do not. A Martial watch dillets | 
rhe night with noiſes ; a mid-night Council ſtarts their broken reſt ; and 
meals are (tu'd with frights, or with ſuſpicion. He that Commands the 
moſt,exjoys himlſcl! rhe [a0 : His 1ncl/ination is turmoil'd and fretted ; 
thruſt one way, pulled another ; haled on this (1de, forc'd on thar ; 
driven and ſtroak't together. Who is't can gueſs at. thoſe Incefſant 
cares, that goto bed with Princes bur to keep them waking ? Enemies 
abroad, Treacheries at home, Emulations at neighbours, diſſatisfattion of 
friends, jealoxfie of moſt, and fear of all, A bulineſs ſo troubleſom, 
that Orho (though he were ſo beloved of his Souldiers , that many ot 
them did pur themſelves to death, becauſe he would not hive) choſe 
rather to ta himſelf than endure ir, and to hazard ſo many of his No- 
ble dependences. His Ti#/e fure was as good as that of Yrtellims : yer, 
where there hath been none, we have liv'd toſce, there hath been alſo 
no ſach conſideration. And, which is morc in Great Perſons, their de- 


we thall tind that "ris not wealth or Power, not 2 great Eflate, nor great CEenT. Il. 
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licacy, and tenderneſs, like nice plants, make them more ſubject ro de- 
ſtruction, more ſenſible of afronts, more impaticnr of labour and care, 
than ſuch as, through habiruated cuſtom, are hardned to endure the 
froſt, the hrat, and the wizd of affairs. Plainly it appears, He is more 
in the way to be happy, that lives 1n a kind of retreat trom the world.cIn 
whom all men have an aereſt, he ſurely has leaſt in tiumſclf. And, it 
retiredneſs be not more delicious than affluence and popularity, How 
comes it, that men of great imployment do fo often lock up themſelves 
]from tbe croud and fiux of affairs, As the happieſt part of their life, 

they ſteal themſclves inro a Calm, and rejoyce that they can cone 
ther importuning C/exts : do they not hereby ſeem to tell us, that 
they can never enjoy themſclves, and ſtand ar caſe, or cool, but when| 
they have laid by the Pendants and Capariſons of State ,, which heat! 
and load, and weary more than all the pleaſare that they bring com- 
penſates ? True wiſdom,which proceeds from Piezy and Innocence gthey 
have not leiſure as they ſhould, to proſecute, The thorns of Authority 
hinder the ſeeds of the other from proſpering. In ſo.azuch, that. ſame 
have held*ir tor no Paradox, That. a Prance who grows. in goodneſs, 
will come to deſcend in his State : Examples a -are nor hard to 
Jand, where, by the vices and inſulration of others, 3Þhg- /xzocent ad 
Charitable havc tared worle, than the not extreamly. harſb and tyrow- 
[ical. Certainly, the greateſt pleaſure that the mind 15' capable of .in 
this 


| 


' 
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this life, is in the contemplation of God and Nature, the experimental 
ſweetnefles of Philoſophy, and the diſcourſiveneſs of Reaſon, And all 
theſe have their pleaſure in retiredneſs, and uncrowded from the ſtings 
of buſineſs. Nay, admit an affiuency of all things were, indeed , berter 
than the moderate uſe of the pleaſures of this life : Yet, with perpetual 
uſe the ſenſe of the pleaſure is loſt. Whoſe every meal is banquet, has 
not any, Continual fees are burthenſom , beyond the intermediate 
pleaſingneſs of a craving appetite. He knows not the dear delight of Life 
in any kind, that never liv'd bur in the falneſs of all. *Tis watching and 
labour, that voluptuates repoſe and ſleep. As he that is ever raking To- 
bacco, loſes that Phyſical uſe on'r, which others find,that do bur ſeldom 
uſe it ; ſo, he loſes the guff of what ſhould be deljghrful, that ſo perpe- 
tually does cloy himſelf, that he leaves not ſpace ro mcet his food with 
defire. One wholſom diſþ with hunger tor the ſawce, with purer health, 
with greater caſe, with as much pleaſure may be had and taſted, as all 
thoſe coſtly viands Riot and Prodegality invented for cither the Table of 
Vitellizz,or the Kitchin of Lucallus. Nay, Pleaſures are not truly tefte- 
«ble, but in the ſober trafts of Temperexce ; they then have that clear 
relliſh that Nature firſt induced them wich : which certainly, is ſweeter 
than what is ſtrain'd and forc'd by 4r7. When the thirſt 1s quench'd, 
the pleaſure is not then ſo much in drixk, as company. Nor can the full- 
cram'd perſon have his Senſes and IntellefFuals clear, Where there is 
| much Proviſioz dreſs'd, the Kitchin will be black't and darkned with 
| ſmoke and reek. The empty merning, and the waſted night ſees further 


into Knowleag, than the mid-day Sun , when unRtious meals (hall ty- 
mult all the ſexſes. Nor can the like health attend the abounding Board, 
that does the temperate and convenient Table, 


Vides, ut pallidns omni 

(ena deſurgat dubia ; quin corpus onuſtum 
Heſternu witiis, Animum quoq;, pregravat una, 
Atque affggit Humo divine particulam Aura. 


——— See but how pale they reel, 
From their deſtruQive Swppers, how they feel 
Their late tane Surfeits, which weigh down the Soul, 
And to dull Earth, pins the (@leftial Pole, 


Like Bottles fill d with #ine,that is not fin'd,their own Fumes crack them 
till they flie in pieces. He only finds the clear and politer pleaſure, that 
feeds, as —_ breeds, ſound men; where there is Temperamentum 
ad pondus, Like Fiſh in Cryſtal ſtreams, untainted with diſeaſe, they 
ſmoothly glide through all the ſoft Cerrents of Life. Epicurus was 
not far from right, to make Pleaſure even the Summum Borum. 
Bur he meant ir of the mind which was terſe and clean, what is it 
that we can lay more ? Or how can we imagine greater, than to be 
participant and enjoying of the Divine Nature ; of the Great and Imma- 
culate God ? Doubtleſs in a great Eſtate, 'cis very hard' ro find time 


for 
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for thele Seclafions. The Relation of Arquaintente,” and Friends, and 
Alliances ; The Avocation of Buſineſs, both Contixgenst and Neveſſery ; 


ans that abundance offers, may inſtru us neither to: exwy rhoſe- thar 
\(Aj1 in ſuch full Seas,” not yer to be ſagacionſly biroreſh after theſe more 
| palgtable than wholſom ſweet meats. A great Eftare without a mind that 
is greater than it, is'2 Szere: Nor are there examples wanting of ma- 
|ny that have depoſited their ſpaciows Forrunes, to rake up mean Gonve- 
'ntence ; Artilizs deſcended from the Triumphrto the Plongh : and . we 
need not doubt but' Menenins Merippe liv'd both pleas'd and hanor'd, 
though he left not Caſb to diſcharge his Fareral, 'The mind. ofa middle 
fortun'd man, is as much ar Likey as his that 'is:compals'd round 
wich plenty; and the body of this latter is not capable of mote than-the 


more a Prince cannet put in without trouble : perhaps a medn-man 
has not a Garmert with ſo long a Train, but then he can Conveniently 
carry ir himſelf, and neederh nor the-cumber or the charge to have one 


bear it after him. 
M0 
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Of Negle&. 


= 7 

Here is the ſame difference between Diligenceand Neg left , that 
F there is between a Garder curiouſly kept , and: the  Sluggards 
( field, that fell under Ss/ormor's proſpeft, when'it was all over 

with Nettles and Thorns, The one is cloth'd with Beauty, and the 
gracious amiableneſs of Content, and checring Lovelineſs ! While the! 
other hath nothing bur cicher lictle ſezarting pangencies, or clle ſuch 
rranſpiercings as rankle the fleſh within : Negligence is the Ruſt of the 
Soul, that corrodes through all her maſheſt Reſolutions; and, 
with admittance only, flakes away more of it's fteel and hardneſs, than 
all the hackings of a violent hand can perform. The excretions of the 
Body grow bur inſenſibly; yet, unleſs rhey be daily raken away, they 
diſpmſe a Man to a monſter : as Nebuchadnezzar's hairs were hke 
Eagles teathers, and his Nails like Birds claws, in his ſeven years bes- 
fliality. What Nature miade for ſe, for 6nuiges » for Ornament ; 
Negle& alone converts to trouble, weakneſs, to loath'd Deformity. 
We nced no more bur fit ſtill, and diſeaſes will ariſc only for want of 
Exerciſe. 

How fair and freſb ſoever the Soul be, yet in our fleſb ir lives in: 
ſmoak, and duſt ; and if it daily be not bruſht, and cleans'd, by Care, 
and Penitence , it quickly diſcolours , and ſoils, Take the weeders. 
from the Floralium, and a very little time will change it to a mit 
derneſs. And then'tis an Habitation for YVermine, that was before a 
| Recreation 


other can afford to his. Three Ells of Holland he can uſe for aſhirty and 


The Application of orhers not to be avoided ; The /incitation to; plee- | 
wes that more moderate Fortunes war, with the. frmy: of tati- 
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| of ritnely i2pectian;into their own affairs. Thus Honerixs palled away | 
| his Emyprye to higSifter Plaudiart And Nero's other vices were not more 


is fuch'a Rule as every-abcrration from it, is an eze-ſore. We fee ſome- 
|rimes/how fmajlaſcruple can difturb the minds fair peace, AMacarixs 
| gave'himſelf perrazice tor but killing a Gnat in Anger + Like the Fewiſh 
|rouchof things.#nclear,, the mcancſt miſcarriage requires a Purifica- | 
|t0x. Who does not therefore guard himſclf, negle&s his greateſt Enec- | 
|-27. Man is like a watch ;, If evenirg and morning he be not wound | 


jeſt hair, tle leaſt grain of ſand, or the minureſt Aromic, makes it ei- 
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Recreation for Men, Our Life is a warfare, and men ule not in it to! 
fleep\withour a Cengizel, nor march withonrt a Sceowr ; He that wanteth | 
cirkecot cheſe , expoſes himſelt co ſurprize and the, becoming a prey 
ro-thevat/igence. and {aboriouſneſs of bis: Aadverſary, We have known 
manythar have waſted goodly patrimonjes, who have been handſomly | 
natur d'and tree: from ices of any ſignal remark; at. all, for which we | 
couldigive/ng other/Reaſon but.only 2 general incurionſneſs and negle&t | 


contributing to his Raine, thaithis ſupine neg (ect when the Legions be- 
eanto-riſe;” The tnounds of Life and Virtue, as well 4s thoſe of pa- 
[tares,' will decay, tis bur torbcaring ro repair them, that all the 
Beaſts of rhe; field may emer and tear up whatſoever is good in us and 

rows;!: Certainly Religion teaches, to be exad? and curiows, The Law 


up with Prayer and Circumſpettion, te cither is unprofitable, or falſe : | 
He cither gocs not to direct, or ſerves to miſlead. And as the flender- 


ther a #rouble, or aeceit : ſo the lcaſt zeglect docs ſteal us into improfi- | 
ciency and offence : which degreeingly will weigh us down to extre- | 
mity. It the Inſtrument of Living be not truly ſet, 211 that we play up-| 
on't will be hatſh andput of came. The diapaſor dics , where every 

firing does not conter its part, Surely, withour an #107 to God , bn 


ſcannor'be ſecure, or well. Can he be happy, that from happineſs is divi- | 


ded ? 'And God is locxaQt, fo ſmooth, fo ſtraight, ſo perietly perfect | 
in al, that *cis-nor-potlible for may to be join'd to him, unleſs propoy- | 
tionably tic be ſo too. The ſmooth and rugged, never made a : | 
che ſtraight and crooked will never be brought to c/oſe : Unleſs our | 
knots and excreſcencies be taken off, and (hot into diredtxeſs, they hin- | 
der union, and thruſt us of trom Deity. No glew will hold us cloſe, 

when we ſhall ſwell into uneveneſles, by the neg/ect of not planing our | 


ſelves into Virtue and Piety. Diligence alonc is a good Patrimony, but 

neglett waſtes a. fair Fortune : one preſcrves and gathers ; the a ny 
like Death, is the diflolution of all. The 1nduſtrious Bee by her ſeduliry | 
in Summer, dwells in, and lives on Honey all the Winter. Burt, the | 
Drone (which, according to Pliny, is an imperfe&t Bee, and begot in| 
decay, when the Bee is waſtcd and paſt labour), is not only caſt our,but | 
beaten and puniſh'd. | 


; 
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Of Injury. 


willing to receive ir, And tis as well by charging fa/ſly, as de- 
trracting »#duly, He that accuſes me of the 7K 1 did not, and. he that 
allows me not the good I have done : who puts fol goods upon me , 
and who ſeals away what is truly mine, hach' very lictle Heraldry to 
diſtinguiſh the wrong he does. Only, in the firſt he begins with Adur- 
ther : and ends with Theft : In the later, he begins with Theft, and 
ends with Murther. One bites before he barks; the otter barks firſt, 
and bites afterward. Certainly, all che miſchief in the world pro- 
cceds cither from the aftings., or the apprehending of wrozg, from 
men originally «jeſt , or ignorantly ſuſpiciow, Were Right and Fu: 
ſtice vreſerv'd in exaCtneſs , Earth would be a Heaver to live in, and 
the life of Men would be like that of Axgels, where Majores fine 
elatione preſunt , & minores ſine vitio ſubſunt. Felicity would dwell 
with men , which now like 4fres, is fied from the Region of 
Earth, How many Acttendances, how many Journcys, how much 
Treaſure might be ſaved > No crowded throngs need fill our Law-tri- 
bunals , nor armed Troops ungtaze our fruitful fields. Every. Injury 
is a petty war, and a breach ar leaſt of a pair of God's grand Com- 


ſcem to proſper a little while, till the wheel of Providence walks its 
round ; yet, doubtleſs, *tis ſhort-liz/d, and drags with it an /»fed;- 


guitur wultor 4 tergo Dems, *Tis one of Gods peculiar Artribuces, That 
ne, 15 an <Averger of Wrong. Thereare but two parts of a Chrithian 
mans life : To abſtain from doing wroxg, and to endeavour to do 
good, And though the firſt in a bad world, be a gocd progreſs in a 
Chriſtians voyage to Heaver ; yet, it isin truth, bur a dead and tor- 
pid Virtue. A ncgative Prety, that indeed, teaches nor to the civili- 
ty of zeighbonrhood. Neither che Prieſt, nor the Levite were Neighbours 
co him that tcl] among Thieves, yer, neither of them did him any 
Injury. And *tis not unworthy our Obſervation, Thar of all Proſetſions 
2men, it fcil ont, that it was a Przeft, and a Levite, tha: were thus 
19. hing concern'd with the wounded's calamity. Tt.cv, that like Bellows, 


(clves, but a ſlerrle cooling breath, derived from the common and 
rranfient Air. They, wi;o to others ſecnicd flagrant in their romgues,had 
[ce congealed in their frozen hearts : which need not pur us to the 
wonder, when we find thcir pradfick zeal fall many degrees below 
cheir flaming harangues. Though we are commanded to be inoffen- 
ſrve ; yer, that is not all we are commanded unto, Things ſenſeleſs and 
inanimate, forbcar the doing 1zjury : but, the aQtivencſs in good > is 
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| bes is properly the willing doing of juſtice to him that is un- 


mandements ; Killing, and Stealing. And, though perhaps. it may} 


1 * 


on , that docs taint the ſpirits, and confound the ſenſes, Injuſtos [e-} 


could inkindle the fire of Charity in others, had notking in chem-} 
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CENT. LI. |that which promotes to felicity. Eſchew evil, and degood , is but one 
AND |conjunttive Precept. He is bur the lefler part of his way , that for- 
bears the doing 2ury : yer, even this is a myſtery, thar, bur very 
| tew attain unto. Either we miſ-apprehend it ; or, blinded with be- 
[licf of our own perfedions , we lide aver this, and yet pretend to be 
pious, © Bur I cannever think him good, rhat 15 but temporally good to 
nmſelf. How can he have a good conſcience cither towards God , or: 
|fowards man, that cither fraudulently, or violently takes away what 
is ayothers jj? propriety, I am yet to underſtand, Some Cgllings 
are ſuch, as 'tis hard to be jaft, and hold them, And we may obſerve 
our <aviour was ſo far from allowing not only wrorg, bur force even 
in Souldicrs and Merchants, (who yet, it any, arc diſpenſed with ) 
that he binds up their Profeſſion in ſuch limits, as*ris hardly poſſt- 
ble to be a Sonldier, and a Chriſtian ; we tranflate it, Offer wiolence to 
no man. And is not Plunder ſuch, or taking away any thing that is 
a:others 2 Which being never ſo clandeſtinely done , without cither 
noiſe, or the owners knowledge, under the cover of darkneſs, or the 
filence of the grave : yet, by the Law, 'tis taken to be ated wi & 
arms. It force can give a Title, all that I can catchand keep, is mine. 
It Fuſtice and Propreety be nor preſerved , no man hath more than 
what he can keep by his own craft, or anothers conrteſie. It was St. 
Aaſtin that ſtarted the queſtion ; Remota Juftitia, quid ſunt Regna 
niſi mana Latrocinia ? Take Fuſtice hence, and what arc Kingdoms 
elſc, burfields of war and rapire ? Burt the word is properly, Terrifie 
no man ; Which intimates, they ought not to come ſo near taking 
way any mans »izht, as to put them into a fear. *VVhat Law and (7-1 
vil Right docs give a man jaſt Title ro, I ought not to deprive him | \ 
of. They are Beaſts and Birds of prey, or clle woraciens fiſhes in the 
wilder Ocean, that live and batten on the ſpozls of others, 

Man by all the Laws of Creation, Policy, and Religion is tycd up, 
with his own fair /zduſtfry to live on what is juſtly hi; and 
tizen he hath a promiſe of a 6/:fizg with it, But, he that rowls aud 
ruffles in his Neg hboars hold, hath no protefFion but his own frail arm, 
or elſe his fraudulent head ; *gainſt which che Propher hath pro- 
nounc't a woe. Even a natural light will ſhew us the blackneſs of 
wroxg , and then (what ever men pretend), certainly , Religion 
thines but very dimly, where that can be digeſted and nor ſeex, The 
Othces of the Orator will tell us; Qui non defendit, nec obſi- 
[tit ft poteFt injurie , tam eſt invitio quam fi Parentes , aut Patriam, 
aut Socios deſerat, He that docs not hinder, or de'end a wrozg when | 
'ris in his power, is in the ſame rank of 4, with thoſe thar balely! 
;hall deſert their Conntrey, their Parents, or thoir-neer Aſſeciates h 
vurcly, right-born Nature is nobler thana baſtard Pietys He was | 
10t a Jew, but a Samaritan that parted with his Oy/ and Wine, and | 
le't proviſion for his cure, that, in the fore-mentioned Parable, fell 
among Thieves , which we cannot think ro be other, than the Fews, | 
or te went but down the Hill from Fernſalem to Fericho , whe he | 

was 


| 
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was ſect upon. - They wound: Religzon to! the inmoſt heart, that ſhew 
her to the world with ſuch wild aſhes, and adwulterate-ſpots, as are, 
the offering , or incouraging of; wrong.” The Pagan Trikune is to 
be preferr'd before ſome Chriſtian Conventions , that have appear'd 
in the world. | 

Cn. Domitins, the Tribune, ſummon'd Prince Sraurwus before the 
Peoples Tribunal, Scauras his ſervant, hearing of it, repairs to Domit+- 
w, and informs himythart,if he wanted matter, he could furniſh him 
with ſufficient for his Lords Confgemnation: For which the Noble Tri- 
bune well rewarded him ; but, 'rwas by cropping off his Ears, ſealing up 
his 4ps, and ſending him ſoto his Zord. I think, it needs no Grand Ir 
quelt ro find in what Region the Nobler Religion did dwell ; whether 
with-them that puniſh Treachery, Perfidiouſneſs , and Heri-cide with 
{mart and Ignominy :or, ſuch as draw ir out with Oaths, invite it with 
Preferments, and appoint to Slaves and Villains the rewards that are 
due to the only brave and honeſt, Doubtleſs,to a very Enemy, a Chri- 
ſtian dares not offer wrong. Religion from above, is pure and peacea- 
ble ; but wrong, is the fewel of war z and, by doing that, we help our 
Adverſary, and war againſt our ſelves. We engage God on his party , 
and by our injuſtice diſadvantage our cauſe: Nor may we do it, that 
good may come of it : Juſtice, needs not jury to help it to a YVidto- 
75. Though in the way of Hoſtility the praftice is far more com- 


ever been di/dain'd arti abhorr'd. And thoſe that have ſo contemned 


þ have for it by all ſuccceding: times, been ſeated with ſuch as 


ve aſcended to the higheſt Towers in the ſtately Palace of Fame. 
"Themiſtecles adviſed to fire the Spartans Navy privately , as it 
lay in the Harbour. Ariſtides did conleſs it profitable; but , be- 
'{cauſe he could not be ſatisfied , that it was juſt, or honourable , 
the project was decryed , and Themiſtocles enjoyn'd to defift, And 
when Alph:nſus was oficred by fame, that they would cntrap and 
[cur off his Enemy, the Duke of Anjow: He proteſted , it they did 
[any ſuch thing , he would proceed againſt them , as he would a- 
ainſt a pack of Parricides , declaring to all; That the war he un- 
, Br , conſiſted not of Fraud and Treachery; but, of Yirtxe , 'of 
Valear, and of noble Fortitude. He that can allow hiniſclf ro do 1#- 
Jury , makes his favewrs to be ſuſpected as ſnares. He is fo far from 
being a Propitiows Stay , that» the malevelence of Comets harbours in 
him. He 1s much diſftanc't from doing goed , that is not principle'd 
to forbear, a wrong. He isnext to-Charity , that abſtains from 7- 
jury : , bur he is at Oppreſſions threſbold, that can diſpenſe with ir. 
Let no man think, he can purchaſe favour with cither God or Men, 
by the-formalicy or exteriours of Religion, if he lets himſelf looſe 
unto 5zpury,, One unjuſt. and nuworthy ation hurts not alone the 
man that does it : but, it transfers the ſcandal ro the Religion he 
 profeſſes,. which for his ſake-groans, and grows ſuſpe&ed , it not 
\contemned. * Of the two, my opinion is with Svcrates, 'Tis better 
| x Kk 2 to 
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mon than commenaable ; yet, by juſt and gallant perſons, it hath |. 
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|by himſelf and his guilty Adberents. 


to ſuffer wrowp, than doit. He may be good, that ſuffers it, he muſt * 
oe bad, that offers it. An Innocent may be killed; but, he that awwr- 

thers , cannot be innocent, either in preſent,. orthe ſequel. For uſu- 
ally, the firſt commitment of-a wrong , puts a man upon a thouſand | 
wrongs, perhaps, to maintain that oze : And, *tis more than proba. | 
ble, the ſufferer will decline into wrong at laſt. Injury with injury is. 
defended ; and with committing greeter, wc arc drawn to keep up the 
leſs. A he begets a he, till they come to generations. Who is once a, 
Rebel, hardens his own heart , engageth his friexds, opprefles his fel- 
lows, involves his relations, murthers the loyal ; and like a Torrent,lets 
in all that can tend to confuſion. As the Powder once would have done | 
the #&wo Houſes ; ſo, he at once blows up both the Tables. By mans. a6 | 
ground, he lanches into the Sex that hath no botrom, being thereby en- 

forced to the breach of the whole Decalogue, both in bulk and branches, 
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XLVII. | 
| 
Of Paith and good Works, | 


| Find not a greater ſceming Contreadi#iom in the whole Goſpel, than 
that which relates to Faith and Forks : The Apoſtle Saint Paul ar- 
goed high for Feith, and St. Fames as high for works. One f{aics A4- 
raham and Rahab were juſtified by Faith. The other, that Abraha 
and Rahab were juſtified by works. One ſaies, By the works of the La 
ſball no fleſh living be juſtsfied." The other ſaies, That ye ſee then how 
that by works a Man is juſtified , and not by Faith only. Nay, St. Paul | 
'may ſeem to contradid himſelf, when in one place he ſaies, The do- | 
ers of the Law ſhall be juſtified. And in another that we know a man i | 
not juſtified by the mb of the Law. And that wo man # juſtified by 
the Law in the fight of God, it isevident. Surcly, though theſe ſeem | 
to be (ontradiftions, yet rightly wnderſtood, they are not fo.- For, to! 
leave the Niceties of hob ſharp diſputes that arc on Cither fide, 1| 
look upon it as a Rule, That where the ſcripture ſeems to run intor: 
Contrarieties, there certainly is a middle way berween both , which 
we ought to ſeek ont and follow , and that the exrreams on either (ide 
are forbidden, and the Union and 1nſeparability of both are enjoyned. 
I do therefore humbly conceive, Thar the inliſting upon Fuſtificati- 
on by works, and the i»fiting upon Fuftification by Faich alone , 
might, with much more protit tothe Church of God, be left to be 
ſo ſtrenuouſly tuge'd for, bo the differing Partzes. It would more (afe- 
ly be evinced from theſe two ſeeming diſcrepancies , That no Man can 
be j»/tified without degrees of both; and that to depend ſolely upon 
one is dangerous, for doubtleſs both are meant. And therefore when 
at one time the people came to our $4v/0%y and asked him; what ſball | 
be do, That we might work the works of God ? He anſwered, This us the | 
| wor k 
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he ſhould keep the Commandements. Neither of which are to be taken 
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thereby, Faith to be even the whole work of the Evangelical Lew. 
And when the young man in the Geſpe? asked him at anorher time, 
what he ſhould to inheric Eternal Life ? His anſwer to him was, That 


excluſively , but both Commended : ſo, both to be equally prattiſed. 
Works withour Faith, are at belt but _4rrows ſnort art : 
No man can aflurethat they ſhall ever hit the mark. And for Faith, 
St. James tells us, that without works it is dead. And then, what is 
irthat the dead can do? Faith indeed glorifies God in private, be- 
eween himſelf and our Souls, 'Tis the Monaſtique part of Religien ,| 
which aGts all within the Ce// of our own boſomes. Burt Works glo- 
rite him before the world and Mer. Faich withour Works is but a 
wither'd tree, there wants both caves and fruit. And Works with- 
out Faith, is one thar hath no Roo? ro give it ſap and verdure. Faith 
is as the meaning, and Works are the expreſſion of the wind. ' Faith 
is the pin that faſkens the Soul to the Chariot of Eternity , while 
works are as the Harneſs and the Trappings whereby it is drawn along, 
and without which all her operations elſe are uſeleſs. Works with- 
out Faith are like a Salamander without Fire, or a Fiſh without ##- 
ter, The Element which they ſhould live in , is not there : and 
though chere may ſeem to be ſome quick Aios of life and ſymp- 
roms of Agility, Yer they are indeed bur fore-runners of their end, 
and the very preſages of Death, Faith again without works is like 
2 Bird without wings, who thoughſhe may hop with her Compa- 
nions here upon Earth, yet if ſhe | till che Worlds end , ſhee] 
hardly ever fly to Heaven , becauſe ſhe wants her Feathers, Bur 
when bothare join'd together, then does the ſoul mount ro the Hill 
of eternal reſt. Theſe conjoin'd can bravely raiſe her to her higheſt 
Zenith : and by aNoble Elevation fix her there for ever ; taking away 
both the wil/chat did betray her, and the poſibrlity thar might. The 
tormer without the latrer, is ſelt cozemage ; rhe laſt, withour the for- 
mer, is meer Hypoeriſie ; together, the excellency of Religion. Faith, 
is the Rock , while every good ation is asa ſtone Jaid, One 1s rhe 


Foundation , the other is the Strutture. The foundation withour the 
wallsis of ſlender value: The building without the un cannot 
ſand. They are ſoinſeparable, as their conjunCtion makes them good: 
whoſoever docs believe in God aright, believes him tro be a Rewar- 
der of good, a God that requires what is juſt and equal, that loves 
to magnifie himſelf in his mercy, in his doing good to his Creatures, | 
and in his infinite and wnbounded Beneficence 3 And that heis & puni- 
ſher of evil, a deteſter of »juſtice , yet one that delights not in af- 


fiRing to their Torment the works of his bands, Therefore ſuch 


as would perſwade us theſe believe , and praftiſe the Contrary of 
|rheſe ; theſe Chriſtians are of ſuch a New Edition as nothing of them 
can be found in gcriprare or Awtiquity. They are bur infidel-Chriſts- 


ens , Whole Faith and works arc at war againſt each other. Faith that 
is 


Taia 


work of God that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent. Declaring Can. II. 
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is right, can no more forbear good works, than can the Sun to ſhed a- 

, broad his glorious beams, or a Body of pertumes to diſperſe a grate- 
| ful Odor + Works may be without Faith, they may riſe from other 
ends, - and *tis no news to ſee Hypecrifie decking her ſelf with the frin- 
\ges and purls of the trueft Religion. Bur faith will not be ſatisfied, if 
ſhe have not works attending hey. A Solifidean-Chriſtian is a Nullifede- 
an<Pagan, and confutes his towgue with his hand. I will firſt labour 
for. a good Foundation, ſaving Faith : And equally will I ſeck for frong 
walls, good works, For as man judgeth the Houſe by the Eadifice 
more than by the Foundation: fo not according to his Faith, bur ac- 
cording'to his Forks, ſhall God judge man : Nor is it unworthy of 
our Obſervation , 'That when Saint Fames parallels faith and works 
to the body and Soul ; He compares Faith but to the Body, while works 
he likens to the Senl, that gives it motion, life, and animation, I ſhall 
forbear to make the ference, bur leave it to the Readers ſober Conſi- 
aeration, Sec Fames the 2. 26. | 


A. 


XLVIII. 
Of the danger of a fruitleſs Hearer: 


4 | Hough Preaching in it's elecutive part be bur the conception of 
Man, and differs as thegifts and abilities of men give it luſtre 
or depreſſion ; and many Hearers for their knowlcdg arc able ro in- 
. | firud# their Feachers : "Yet, as it puts us in mind of our duties, that” 
may perhaps be out of our #howghts;and as it is the Ordinance of God, 
and may quicken and enliven our Converſation, wc owe it both our 
Reverence and Attention. And though we may think our education and 
parts have ſetus in a higher form than it hatch done him that docs al- 
cend the Pulpit ; yet without a dcrogation to our own Endowments (as 
in other Arzs ſo in that of Divinity) we may well conceive, He that 
| makes it his #rade and calling ſhould better underſtand it, and is like- 
ly to be more perfect in it, than he that hath zſpedion therein but by 
the byand obwiouſly, Arts, periet are by exerciſe and induſtry, As 
man is born a Chz/a,and does by tendence and improving time,creep up 
to full Maturity ; So Arts at firſt are infant-things, till fila, and garniſht, 
they burniſh out in perfetFion. Even in matter of fact ; they have ea- 
fier and zearer waies to dothings , who with afliduity ns; practice 
are ſtill zztext upon them; than can by thoſe be thought on, that are 
ſtrangers to the profeſſion. And theſe Conſiderations may certainly con- 
rent us to hear ſometimes the meaner-parted preach. The Apoſtle 
allows it the fooliſhneſs of preachixg , yer it was the way that peepled 
all the wotld with Chriſtianity. It bruiſed the faxch Philoſopher, and 
brought the wilful Pagan off from all his 1dols. It topp'd the (ſoaring 
Eagle with the "croſſe , and bowed the lofty Conquerour to his knee 
and Tears.. And, what know we but ſometimes our Corruptions may 


as ts 9 9 IS * IE) — 


RESOLVES. 


g———— 


guides @ fifver Lawncer?He that is our ſpiritual Phyſicizn is not confin'd | LN 
to any certain inſtrument that he will uſe to cxye us with. And if we out 
of Copper, Lead,or Pewter-preaching., can extra& pure Gold, 1 take 
'tis no #mpeachment to our wiſe Philoſophy, Surely they are not right, 
that becauſe they can nor hear ſuch as they would,will therefore come 
at none. 1 will hear a. good one, if I cay, but rather heay an eaſie one 
than not fo hear at all.. He abandons his cute, that refuſes to come 
at his Chirurgion. 

That Cloth can never be white that lies where dews do never fall 
upon it, Iobſerve thoſe that leave the Church-aſſemblies (lo they be 
not Heretical) do grow at laſt ro leave Religion roo, The Righteoms 
man, by the unwile «e075 'of others, does grow wiſer. Even out of 
weakneſs he can gather ſt;ength. Now the great King of Heaven cn- 
rextaius not fools for his followers : If they be not wiſe before rhey 
come ,. yet they are wiſ2 in coming ; and then, for that, he makes them 
ſo for ever after. *Tis a prerogative belongs to his Servants; thoſe 
that pay him their obedjence , he does reward with Fiſdome and Un- 
derſtanding.\t was by keeping his Commandements that Davids wiſedome 
did exce:d his Teachers. He that hath wiſedome to be truly Religious , 
cannot be condemnedly a Fool, Every precept of Chriſtianity, isa Maxim 
of profoundeſt prudence, *Tis the Goſpels work to reduce man to the 
principles of. his firſt Creation. ; that is, to be both good and wiſe, Our 
Anceſtors it ſcems were clear ofthis Opinion, He that was piows and juſt 
was reckoned a righteows May. Goalineſs and Integrity was call'd and 
| counted Righteouſneſs, And in their old Saxon emp, Righteous 1.45 
Rig htwiſe, and Righteouſneſs was originally Right-wiſeneſs. *Tis the fear 
of God that u the beginning of Wiſedome * And all that ſeek it have a 
| gc04 underſtanding. It is to be preſuni'd, the Merchant that ſold all 
| to buy the Pearl, was as well wiſe as Rich, Thoſe therefore that with- 
| draw from the means altogether, (watch, in ordzxary, 1s preaching ) 
{or are log livers under tt wuprofitably, by degrees grow ſtrangers to 
{ir, and diſlike ir, *Tis an Aphoriſm in Phylick , That they wito in] 
| the beginaing of diſeaſes ear much and mend not, tall ac laſt ro a 
general loathing of Food, The Moral is as true in Drvinity, He 

tar hatch a ſick Conſcience and l:ves a Hearer under a fruitful 1Mi- 
| xiftry , if he grows not ſound he will lcatnto deſpiſe the ord, When 
| food converts not into Nowriſhmext , *rwill not be Jong beforc 
| the Body languiſheth. Blefiings neg}eAcd in the Yan do troop in 
| curſes inthe Rear and ſequel, bur , when contemned , Vengeance. 
Who neglects the yood he may have, ſhall find the evil har he 
would aveyd, Juſtly hc fits in darkneſs, rhac would not light his Ta- | 
per when the Fire burn'd clearly. Offers of Mercy ſicighted , prepare 
the way for Tudements, Wedecper charge our felves. Yer are "w 
morc wncapable of clearing our accounts, He thatnecds Connſeland will 
not daign to. lend a liſtning ear , deltines himſelt ro miſery,and is rhe 
willing Author of his own ſad woe, Continue at a ſtay we cannot :| 
_____ Corruption} 
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be let out by a poor braſs pin, as well as by the dextrous hand thai Cent. 11: 
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Corruption neicher mends it {clf, nor leaves to be ſotill ic bring des- | 
ttrakion. The fire followed Lots negle&ed preaching.Capernanmi's : 
fare was heavyer for her miracles. Deſperate is his eſtate, char 
hates che thing ſhould help him. Ifever you ſee a drowning may 
ccfuſe help, conclude him a wilful Murtherer. When God offers more | 
than hee's obliz'd ro, we ought by all the waies we can to meet fo gle. | 


riow Mercies. To the burying of ſuch Treaſures, there belongs a Curſe; 
To their miſpending, Puniſhment and Confuſion. 


——————— —— vu 


XLIX. 
Of Solitarineſs and Companionſhip, 


He Bat and the Owl are both Reclaſes : Yet they are not coun- | 

cd in the Namber of the wiſclt Birds, Retirement from the 
world is propercſt when itisina Tempeſt : but if it ſhall be in our 
power to allay it, we ought even then to immerſe our private in 
the publique ſafety. He may indced be wiſe to himſelf, that can ſleep 
away a ſterm in 2 Cabbine. *Tis a kind of honeſt cheating of an Agues 
fit, by Repoſe. Moſt men will dcfire to be houſed when Lightning and 
Thunder fly and rowl abroad. Otherwiſe, for a man to zur” ſhel-fiſh 
and crawl but in his own dark houſe, (hews him but a dull and earrhy 
thing. They arc Beaſts of Rapine, or of extream timidity , that hide 
chemſelves in Dexs, and lurk out day in Thickers, Whereas thoſe that 
are Creatures of ſervice are tame, ſociable, and do not fly from' Company: | 
I deny not but a man may be good in Retirement ; eſpecially when 
the World fo (warms with Y:ice. One would not travail bur upon Ne- 
ceſſity, when he muſt be eirher wetted with the rain of ſlander, or bar- | 
ccr'd with the hail of 72jury. It were too great wncharitableneſs to 
condemn in general all che 2onaſtiques that have cloyſter'd up them- 
ſclves from the World : Nor indeed arc they purely ro be reckon'd | 
amorg ſuch as arc ſhut out from Commerce : They are not alone that 
have Books and Company within their own walls, He is propcrly and. 
pittiedly to be counted alone that 1s illiterate, and wnattively lives. 
hamletted infome aztravail'd village of the duller Country, Yet we ſec 
in the general elettion of men, a Companionable Life is preierr'd before 
choſe Cels that give them eaſe and Leiſure. It is not one of millions 
raat Habits himſclt for a 3ſonk our of choice and natural liking ; 
and if we lookat thoſc that doit, upon an eaſfie ſerutiny , we ſhall 
and *risnot ſo much Election , that hath bowcd them againſt the 
grainthey prew #0: Either wart or vexation, croſſes or contingencies, 
(end them unto places Nature never meant them born unto. The| 
Soul of Man is as well Adv, 25s Contemplative, The Divine Na- | 
ture reſts not only in the ſpeculation of his great Creations : Bur is ever | 
buſie in preſerving, in ordering, 1n governing and diſpeſing by pro- | 
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vidence the various and infinite CAfairs of the world. For man to! 
| give 
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give himſelt to eaſe and '»ſeleſs leiſure, 'is to contratt a ruſt by ling 
fill : To be beralm'd is wotle, than ſometimes tofling with a ſtirring 
gale, Certainly,an operatrutyeſt is acceptable toa'mans ſelf and others: 
Bur, an incftectual /zzineſ#is rhe ſeminary bothof Yize and Infamy : 
It clouds the meral'd zz, it miſts the wit, and choaks up all the 
Sciences + and, at laſt, traſmirs a man to the darkneſs and oblivion of 
the grave. When Domitian was alone, he carch'd bur Flies; Bur, of 
Augnſias (a wiſe and prudent Prince) we have it recorded thar' he ſlep 
bur Zrele, and was fo far from loving to be «lone, that he had alter- 
nate watchers to diſcourſe him in the night when he waked. Was not 
Scipio more glorious, fighting in Africa, than Servitius V acia {leepin 
in his noiſeleſs Countrey ? Certainly, the /zculture of the world wou! 
periſh ir into a wilderneſs, ſhould not the aftiveneſs of Commerce! 
make it an univerſal Ci#y. Solitude indeed may keep a mind in temper, 
2s not bcing tempted with the frequencies of Yice, or, the Gln 
of wealth and Greatneſs. And 'tis true, the with-drawn from ſociety, 
may have more leiſure ro ſtudy Yzrrze, and to think on Heaver. Bur, 
when Man ſhall be over-{wayed by the pondure of his own corrupti- 
ons, may hot time adminiſter thoughts that are evil, aſſoon as thoſe 
that be good? The caution ſure was ſeaſonable, that Cleanthes gave 
to him, that he found a/oze, and talking to himſelf : Take heed Nays 
he) you ſpeak not with an evil man. No man hath commended Timoy, 
for that he hated company. He may laugh «/one,and that, becauſe he is 
alone : But, it hath not ſo pleaſ'd others, as that they have approv'd 
on'r. And having ar his death left this his own mad Epitaph, you will 
not think him mended by his ſo/ztaade, i} 


Hic ſum poſt vitam miſeramque inopemque ſepulta : 
Nomen non queras ; Dit, Lettor, te male perdant, 


Life wretched, poor : this Earth doth now ſurround me. 
Ne're ask my Name : Reader, The Gods confound thee. 


There is this to be (aid againſt ſolitude ; Temptations may approach 
more freely to him that is a/oxe, and he thar thus is tempted, may more 
freely fin. He hath not the benefic of a o»ypanion that may give him 
check, or by his preſence looſe him from off the hook he hangs upon. 
Whereas in company, if a man will do good, he ſhall be zncourag'd ; if 
bad, he may be hindred. We are nor ſure the Serpert had prevaild up. 
on Eve, if he had not carch'd her a/oxe, and ſtragling from her Huſ. 
band. A man had need be a great maſter of his affett;ons, that will live 
ſequeſtred from the world and company. Neither Fools nor 24ad men are 
ever ro be /eft ro themſelves. And albeit, a man may vpon zetiredneſs 
make good uſe of his /iſure: yet, ſutely, thoſe that being abroad 
communicate a general good, do purchaſe to themſelves a nobler 
Palm, than can grow up out of private receſs. If a man be good, he | 
| oughr-not to obſcure himſelf, The world hath a ſhare in him,as well as 
| he in himſelf, He robs his Friends and -0 Wh chat, beinsof uſe to 

both] 
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both, doth ſteal himſelf out of the world. And it he be badhe will hard- 
ly mend by being «/oze. The Maſtiff grows more fierce by being ſhut 
4p, or tyed; and Horſes grow more wild by cheir not ſceing company : 
That A#or hath too much #rowble, that is never off the Stage 3 and he's 
as little acceptable, that does never quit the Tiring-r0om, Burt he that 
can help, when need requires, in the Sexaze,, or the Field, and, when 
he hath /eiſure, can make a happy aſe on't,and give himſelf imployment 
to his benefit ; hath doubtleſs, the greatelt pleaſure,.and husbands his 
life to the beſt of »ſes. For, by being abroaa, he ſuffers others, to reap 
the advantage of his parts and piety: And,by looking ſomerimes inward, 
he enjoys himſelf with eaſe and contentment. 


——Y 


L. 
Of the uſe of Pleaſure. 


Ho admires not the wiſdom of Demoſthenes, in the anſwer he 

returned to the Corinthian Lai: Panitere tanti now emo, He 
would not buy Repentance at (o dear a rate? Surely, Pleaſure is lawtul, 
and God at firſt did ordainit for uſe : and if we take it as it was at firſt 
provided for us, we rake it without a fting. But, when in the meaſure 
or the manner we exceed, we pollute the purer firearms or elſe, like 
Beaſts in heat, we drink to our deſtruttioy ; and the beſt we can expcR, 
is, either to be ſick, or vomit. And if it be þut vomiting, which, like 
Repentaence; brings it up again, even that is aſickneſs rov. All our 
diſhoneſt ations are but earneſts laid down for grief. ice is an infal 
lible tore-runner of wretchedzeſs : on the beſt conditions it brings 
repentance ; but, without repentance, torment and repentance too. I 
like thoſe pleaſures well, that are on all ſides /egitimated by the boun- 
ty of Heaven: after which no private gripe, nor fancyed Goblin 
comes to upbraid my ſenſe for uling them : Bur, ſuch as may with 
equal pleaſure be again dream'd over , and not diſturb my ſleep. 
This is to take off the parchings of the Summer Swn,by bathing in a pare 
and Chriſta] Fountain, Bur, he that plunges himſclt in a paddle, does 
bur ingage himſelfro an «fter-waſhing to get his filth away : And,who 
would fesſt with that, which he knows will make him fick if he eats 
it? Unlawful pleaſures, though they be a differing Paſs-over from that 
which Moſes inſtituced , yet, they never can be eaten without ſower 
herbs attending them. Like the worſer ſort of Muſhromes, though 
from the Salbfar of an Earthy mind, they ſhoot up in a night, and 
look both white and fair to the eye; yet, give them what gu/f 
you can, there will {till a vezemens quality ftay with them, to be 
rid of which, if you bur #4ſte, you muſt either purge, or be poyſoned. 
Certainly, the counſel of the Preacher is the beit rule for all the 
pleaſures we enjoy in this lite, Ecclel. 11. 9. Rejoyce, O young man in 
| thy youth. and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of youth, and walk 
in the ways of thine heart, and inthe fight of thine eyes : Bat, know 
that 
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that for all theſe things, God will bring thee to judgement. \Whidy by 
ſome, I find to be raken for ſerious, and not an Irony,jas molt do inter- 
pret it : And, I hope, 1 ſhall not offend, if I incline to their opinion 
that ſo think ir, and for which I ſhall preſume to give:my reaſons. -**: 

Firſt, it ſuirs with ſeveral places before'in the ſame Book. (ap.2.10. 
when Solomon had given him(b1f 2 latitide in his defires : che tells us, 
Hu heart rejoyced in all his labonrs, and it was his portion; nor do we find 
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his youth reprehended for themyhis failing being rather in hisage,than 

it. And in the 24. vcrſe of the ſame Chapter, he ſays, There i nothing | 
better for a man,than that he ſhould eat and drink,and that be ſhoald wel 

his ſoul enjoy good in his labour ; and this he ſaw, that ar. was fromthe! 
hand of God. Cap. 3. 22. He perceives that there is nothing better, 
than that a man ſhould rejoyce in his own works, for that « his portion. 
Cap. 5. 18. he repeats it with a remark, Behold that which I have ſeey,' 
It is good and comely for one to eat, and to drink, und to enjoy the puod of' 
all his labour, that he taketh under the Sun all the days of his life, which, 
God giveth him: for it is his portion. Andin Chap. 9.v. 9; he exhorts 
again to joyful living : and the reaſon that he givesfor-it,is, Becauſe it is 
his portion un this life : So that, one place expounding another ,and being 
alike, either all may be thoughr Ironical,or none. The: former places 1 
tind not1o interprered by any,and this by ſome,otherwike; that is;to be: 
ſerious ; as if he ſhould ſay, Rejoyce and cheer thy ſelt in all that God 
gives thee for pleaſure ; but,yer do it with that moderation, with that 
prudence, and that warrantableneſ;, that thou mayſt be able to give an 

acconnt to thy God, that in bownty hath giyen them to thee, whenſoever 

thou ſhalt be called to judgment, as, doubtleſs, thou ſhalt be for- all 
that paſles thy hand, Suitable to this, Zorez, that cites the ſeveral In- 

rerpretations of this place, ſays,YVel amara Ironia contra voluptuoſam;uel 
eft mitiuu confiliuum. Sic hilare fruatur preſentibus honis, at meminerit 
reddende rationts Deo, Either a Sarcalmus againk the wolupruous ; or 

clſe, *tis a milder counſel, Thar we ſo enjoy the preſent good, that we 

may remember to give account to God for uſing 1t- That we ſhould 

laxe our ſelves in all the corrupt and miſtaken pleaſures of life, was 

never licenſed by any of the wiſer Heathen. Pleaſure that impairs our 

abilities, that brings detriment, or ſorrow afrerward, was laughed ar 

by Epicaras himſelf : but a Jawtul pleaſure, lawtully uſed, doubtleſs, is 

an Emanation of the goodpeſs of the Deity to Man, 

A ſecond Reaſon 1 take to be this; The whole Book of Eccleſiaſtes, 
is a ſcrious Tract, a kind of Penirential Deſcant and Judgment given 
of all that does belong to Man , a ſober Colle&ion of what his wil- 
dom had obſerved from a!l choſe various paths of worldly affairs, that 
he had trod, in the courſe of his life. And in the whole ſtream, I find 
not any clitng that bears the aſpe& of beiog light and Ironical : Some | 
will have ir, Solomons Repentance; and argument the writing of ir, to 
|be the proof of his Salvation,as it,being ond with ſmoke and black- 
neſs, while he wandred and tumbled in pos he now, by the light 


| of Divine Grace, ſaw through thoſe clouds that did before enwrap | 
L1z him, 
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CzexrT, 11. |him, and wind him off from that great wiſdews that art firſt was given 
WY ſhim. And ſure, if this Text be Ironical, it differs from the ſcope of all 
the Text beſide, there being not one place more, that I find to be com- 
mented with the like ſenſe. 
A third Reaſon is, That God weuld never have inſtinRted the appe- 
tition of pleaſure, and the faculties of enjoying it, ſo — in the 
compoſure of Man, if he had not meant, that in decency he ſhould 
make uſe of them : Moſt »atural «ons in themſelves, are not unlaw- 
ful, but as they are circumſcrib'd and hedg'd about by circumſtance, 
The Apoſtle ſays, All rhings were lawful for him, but all things were not 
expedient : That is, «ll things that in themſelves were purely as natu- 
ral afts, and were meerly Adzaphora, indifferent, neither good nor bad in 
themſelves,but as they were attended by other adventitions,that fall in 
with their uſe. Theſe in themſelves were /awf#/,but being chaſed about, 
and-pounc'd with the ſettings off, and powderings of ft , they were 
|notexpedient for him. And this he ſeems to explain in the laſt part of 
the verſe, 1 Cor.6.12., All things are lawful for me ;, but, I will not be 
brong ht under the power of any ; That is, All the as of men as natural, 
arc lawfil for me todo : But, ſeeing there is ſo much corruption ad- 
hereing to their uſe,by my exceeding the meaſure,miſtaking the man- 
ner,miſplacing, or mil-ctiming them (In any of which, it I err the leaſt, 
L come under theguilt and bondage of them) : Therefore,though they 
be lawfwl for me in themſelves © yer, I hold them, if circumſtanc'd 
amiſs, nor to be expedient for me ; nor will I put my ſelf under the 
power of any ; that is, to be condemned for them, when I ſhall be cal- 
led to account for uſing them. *Tis neither a ſi», to be honeſtly rich , 
nor 2 vice, chaſtly to enjoy the Rites.of Marriage, Unlicenſed pleaſures, 
| are thoſe that leave a,ſmart. The drinking water ſometimes is a Julip ; 
but to take 1t in a Fever, is deſtruttive. 

A fourth Reafon is, From the ſeveral varieties of delight and compla-. 
cexcy, which God created in the world : which ſurely, he would not 
have done ; if it wholly had been #»lawful tor man to «ſe them. All the 
ſeveral Zaſtes of food, were meant to pleaſe the palate, as well as meerly 
to content our huwger. Of all the Fruits and beauties plac'd in Paradiſe, 
there was but,one Tree only that was then forbidden him. If God had, 
. [not intended aeliphr,as well as bare ſupply ; ſurc,one kind only, might 
[in every ſenſe, have terminated appetite. 

I conceive therefore, I ſhall not be far from Truth, IfI think with 
Solomon, for man to enjoy himſelf inthoſe fejicities of mind and body, 
| (which God out of his Immenſe Liberaliry hach given him), be his 
portion. Only we ought ſo to #ſe them, as we may not be #»thralled in 
| [rheir geil? ; bur, may be able ro acquir our ſelves vpon account for 
| «ſing chem. Though queſtionleſs, it Solomor,who had a particular ſpi- 
Jrit, and a far larger meaſure of wiſdom given him,than we can ere pre- 
rend to, or promiſe to our ſelves, could not eſcape being foyled by 
chem; we ought much more to beware in their uſe. A wile man will 
| not venture on that for a little preſent pleaſure,which muſt involve him | 
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Whatever we do, we ought before we a&, to examine the ſequel : If 
that be clear, the preſent enjoyment will be eaſe and content. Bur, to 
ruſh inconſiderately upon pleaſure, that muſt end in ſedxeſs, ſures not 
with the prudence we ought to be indued withal. *Tis a folly of a big- 
ger bulk than ordinary, that makes a man over-rate his pleaſure , and 
under-value his vexation. They are Beaſts, that will be catct'd in a 
ſnare by their appetite. 1 will endeavour to be content, to wart that 
willingly, which I cannot exjoy without a future diſtate, 
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LI. 
Of Libelling. 


|þ ſeems Yice is ſo naturally hated of all,that every mans finger itches 
to be giving of ira blow. hough they be tyed up by Fear , by 
Power, and Refleitions upon their own particular zxzereſt , while Fu 
offerdor keeps in Commend, and hath the Faſces at his diſpoſe z yet, as 
ſoon as ever he is uncoller'd from theſe chains,or the latter be laid by, 
and the hand of protettion taken off: As ar a Fox that is courſed through 


though they never loſt a Lawsb themſelves, or had a feather of their 
Poultry ruffled, yer,like whelps ſet on by the bawling of others,they are 
as fierce againſt them, as it cheir Families had been rain'd by them : 
when, it may be, all that they charge him with, is, that he hath merited 
more than others ; or, out of duty, hath become the s&reex for keeping 
off the vulgar beats from ſcorching of his Prince or Patron, Indeed tis 
hard in changes to eſcape the flying Paſqwil. And'tis as hard toFavoid 
a change. For the Humours of men are variable ; and Diſpleaſure, as of- 
ren riſes out of Faxcy, as upon juſt cauſe. And though a man by all the 
Innocence, be can muſter up in his whole Life, cannot promiſe himſelt 
to be ever out of the reach of this winged Dragon: Yet,there is no doubt, 
bur a prudent integrity is the readicſt way to it. Yirtze docs bur rarcly 
bear thoſe ftroaks that arc due to the back of Yice. The Furies ſcl- 
dom laſh bur gailty ſouls, For the moſt part, they are d#n2hils where 
theſe Scargbees do both breed and light. An infamous life makes 
work for a gauling pen. Yet,a Libeller, is but the beadle of Fame ; or the 
iron that brands him for his Yice, and Rogxery : and though he writes 
Truth, he hath but an Executioners office, and aiter the man is condemn- 


"_ future danger ; no way compenſable by the ſhort delight he rakes .| CaxT. II. 


a ſtreer,every thing that can but bark,will be opening upon him : And| 


ed, is but the Hang-mans hook to drag him to the Gemonie. Libels arc 
uſually compoſed of the deepeſt, and the blueſt gall ; being like fire pent, 
when they get a vent, they break forth far more' eagerly ; than being 
regiſtred by the pen and print, like ſtrokes in O#l, they hardly are waſh'r 
oft, with the greateſt and moſt painful ratbing you can uſe. Like the 
French Punaiſe, it you let them live, they ſting; it you kill them, yer 
they fink. You may heal the ſoar, but not the ſear : And though per- 
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ſhine thar's in them. The wiſer Governments have ever becn ſevere a- 


| ibelling to be Inteftabilss ;, that is, he (hall neither be capable of making 
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haps there may be wit in ſome of them;yer,is that pur of with ſo much 
Splecn and Cowardize, that duly examin'd, they ever-ſhadow all rhe 


gainlt them. Ulpian tells us of a Liw, that makes the Perſon convict of 


2 ill himſelf, or of being witneſs of any made by others. And Tacitms 
relates, thar Libelling (by Auguſtus) was brought within the compaſls of 
the Law againſt Treaſov. Certainly, *tis an ungenerous thing, to publiſh 
that to all,that we dare not own to ax: 'Tis an unnoble Cowardice,that 
ſtrikes a man in the dark, ard like a Serpent bites him by the heel, and 
then glides into his bole, for want of courage to abct his attions: Beit 
truczor falſe,no man gets reputation by compoling a Libel; for ir tends 
to diſerace, enkindles malice, uſhers in revenge, and dilcloſcth ppleen. 
The molt gencrous, I obſerve, are the leaſt concerned at them. Wh 
ſhould-any man keep himſelf awake,that he may hear theſe Night-Biras 
call? It is not for a wiſe man to be zroubled at that,which no body living 
will own. A Libel, is Filins Populi, thatWving no certain Father, ought 
not to inherit belief. As*cis hard,to find any man free from all that may 
merit reproof”; lo, *tis ascalie,in the belt,to find ſomething that we may 
reprehend. Yet, ſure I am, Charity will rather abate the ſcore, than in- 
fame the reckoning. He that Libels, tranſgreſſes againſt the common 
rule of Morality and Religion : he docs not do, as he would be dope by. 
We ought rather to bemone the unfortunate, than unworthily to inſult 
againſt him, that is not now in a'conditzon tor his own windication. *Tis 
a diſpoſition quite #nchriſtiarn, that we ſhew in ſuch bad attions, being 
wholly contrary to that intermutual amity and friendlineſs that ſhould 
be inthe world. We rejoyce in others croſſes,as if they were bleſſizgs to 
us. And'tis all one, as it we were ſo prepoſterous,as ro be dancing and 
frolichat Funerals, If men were heavenly, they would be enkindled 
with a warming fire of love and charity to condele dylalters, or offences; 
if but humane, yct Natwre, never mcant to Max a mind ſo cruel, as to 
add weight to a1 over-charged beam.He that falls into a publick diſerace, 
hath enough to bear of his own, there will be no nced of anothers hand 
to load him. To exvenom a Name by Libels , that already is openly 
tainted, is toadd ſtripes with an Jrox rod, to him who before is 9"; 
or fley d with whippizg : and is, ſurc, in a mind well tempcr'd, Jook'd 
upon with diſdain and abhoy rency. 
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LII. 


Of Apparel. 


Hough we hear not of itztil] ſz ſent Xſan to ſeek for't : yetsfince 
it is a covering for ſhame, there is ſomething of decency in it , ir 
being begor like good Laws out of evil and corrupted Manners; and 
s ſurely 
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Carely, rightly conſidered; we thereby do declare our guilt, and the 
ſlender eſteem that is to be ſer upon us, when we chule rather to ap- 
pear in the ſpoils and excretions of other inferiour creatures, than to 
. |[ſhew ourlimbs and parts as Nature hath beſtow'd and furniſht them. 
It may, indeed, 'be thought a modeſty in Netare, to cover thoſe excre- 
menrive parts, which, Jett 8xcover d, perhaps might offer offence. In 
Birdd, they are wholly conceal'd by their forts in Beaſts, by the tail 
they are produced with, 'Tis generally ſuppoled,if Adems had nor faln, 
he had had no need of Garments : his /nnocence was his clothing ; and 
for covering of his ſheme,'ke theny indeed, had needed none. Burt, why 
May (indued with ſo many Prerogatives, above alt other Creatures) 
ſhould be expoſed to more inconveniences than any that were elſe 
in the world ; cicher we muſt think -him worſe provided for by his 
Maker, or elſe, that Paradiſe ſhould have ever been in ſuch a Ce- 
leſtial ſerenity, that there would have been no necd ot any thing to 
defend hinx againſt the hard and ſharp, the heat and cold, of the 
Air and changing $eaſo. It is not probable, when all Creatures elle 
have cither Shels, or Scales, Hair, woolyor- Far, or lome kind or other 
of Nataral Tegwment to guard them. againſt outward injuries, that 
Mas alone without a fence ſhould: beexpoled ated to all choſe ad- 
wentitions aſſaults that are incident, to gall and vex ſuch weakneſs, As 
it is my belief, that Man was created mortal before he finned ; fo, 1 
could incline to believe,he might have carhe to Gerwenrs,although he 
had not fel. It's true, it was after his fall, bur before he was turn'd 
out of Paradiſe,that he miade himſelt his Fig-leaf-Circumplexion: which, 
—_— and fretting, was but a kind of gentler Curricombe, And 

hether lighted on by accident, as next and readielt ; or, taken for a 
a preſent neceſſity, not knowing better ; or, defign'd ſo out of choice, 
as a Hair-ſhirt to pennance him tor his folly in offending, 1fhall nor dif. 
pute : bur, ſurely , God himſelf ſaw that fo uncalic and unficring, 
that out out of pitty to his crreature, he pur him into pelts, a gentler, 
eaſier, more ſoft and pliable, more durable,more warm,and more de- 
tenſive clothing than that his own new-wretchedneſs had lighted on. 
Lacretizs would have us think, it was aftcr ſome rract of time, that he 
arrived at his clothing in skins : bur the Text is a teſtimony againſt 
him. Though it may be from Adam's hiding himſelt among the Trees 
of the Garden, he might be glimpſecd to relate, as we find in the Poem 
of his 5. Epicurk. 


Nec dum res igni ſcibant traftare, neque uti 
Pellibus, & ſpolits corpus veſtire ferarum ; 

Sed Nemora,atque caves Montes, ſylvaſque colebant, 
Et fratices inter condebant ſqualida membra, 
Verbera ventorum witare, imbre, que coatti. 


| When firſt men knew not how to work with Fire, 
Nor in Beaſts skins, or ſpoils themſelves t” attire ; 
For woods and Groves, and hollow Rocks th' inquire 


And 
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And forc'd *mong leaves, their ſluttiſh limbs they 'ſtow, 
T* avoid the r4im, and raging winds that blow. 


—— — 


Certainit is ;- Mans own invention, went but to the Fig-tree- leaves : 
pethaps; his freſh-born ig#orance could not on the ſodain find our o- 
ther: Or, having found G ſad an cffe& of tranſgrefling oe Command,he 
durſt not preſently.ruſh upon the 4olation of an orher. . His lim for 
diet was,to Fruits and Herbs. Not being commiſſion'd to feed on Fleſs, 
he could not come at the 5s&im, till his compaſſionate Maker licens'd 
him to kill the carcaſe for the caſe alone. : For, we do not find in the 
Text, that he had any commiſſion to ear fleſb, rill after rhe. world had 
been waſbt with the Floud...But, to wear Apparel, we find. it natural ; 
'there being no Nation, or People, ſo deeply ſavage, but, that their ve- 
rends at leaſt, have been ſbaded by'them. Nor. can, in reaſon,the great- 
lt Critick, complain of Providence, for ſending man zaked into the 
world : For, ſeeing he was Tord of all, and had wit to make »ſe of 
all, there was no need of inducing him c/etbed upon the Stage of the 


World, as. other creatures, who had no ability to help themſelves, 
beyond thoſe Yeils that Primitive Nafere gave them. The Univerſe to 
Mas, was a larger furniſh't ſhop , every fp material was his fuffe and 
trimming,produc'd and Jaid betore him for his Garmenr. He was only 
left to be his own poor Tayler,to make them wp and dreſs himſelf as he 


| 


thought moſt convenient :- And therefore, Faſhion, which is left at li- 
berty z among; wiſe men is not to be tax'd, unleſs ic be inconvenient, | 
or. ridiculous. Every manspalateimay as' well be confin'd to one kind 
of Cookery, as his fazcy pegg'd up to one kind of faſhion. Ir is not only 
lawful for a man to vary, : but even to pleaſe himſelf in that wariery, 
lince in it ſelf one is as lawful as the other;a /ircle 5kirt is as legitimate 
as a great one ; and comparatively, as colour, one is not worle than 
another. The Arheniau Magiſtrate reproved Crates, for wearing a fine 
linen Garment, Who to juſtihe himſelf, cold him, he could ſhew 
him that great Philoſopher Theophraſtus clothed in the ſame ; and, to 
prove it, carrics him to the Barbers, where Theophraſius (ate to be 
rimm'd with che like c/orh caſt about him : Now (ſays he) you ſee how 
impertinently ſcrupulous you are ; for , were it ill in it ſelf, it were| 
not in ſhops to be uſed. The ſober Scipio was ſtatucd in the Capi-| 
col in an Exotique Habit : And $ylls being Emperour , confin'd not 
always to the Roman Gravity, We read, how God himſelf com- 
manded his High-Prieſts Garmexts, that they ſhould be glorious and 
beautiful,not only rich in faffe,and curious in workmanfhip,but oricnt in 
colors, and reſulgene with Fewels, And whether by this, ir were 
learned from the Fews, or, was naturally ſceded among the Heathen, | 
ſure it is,their Prieſts and Flamens were more reſplendent in their robes, 
chan others of a larger cenſe : which may leſſon us to this, That even 
ro Heaver it lelf, good clothes are not diſpleaſing. We find not 
aulr with the Peacoct's ſhining train , though other Birds be not fo 


though | 
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gay as he. As 4 Saddle and Trappings to a Horſe, is Apparel to a Mas ; |. 
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hough a badge of ſervitade, yet withal an Orzament : And as & poor 
one diſgraces a well-ſhap'd Courſer, ſo a rich one is ſutable rothe Beaſt 
that is ately and handſome. Nevertheicls, in Apparel, eſpecially, for 
conſtant uſe , the Poſitive is the beſt degree : Good is berrer than'the 
Beft. He is not right, that is in them eirher poor, or gaudy; the one ar- 
gues ſordidneſs, ſingwlarity, or avarice ;/ the other, pride and levity : 
yer, as the world is, a man loſes nor by being rather «bove his rank, 
than wnder ic. It is as old as St. Fames, That a gold Ring and ſwnptu- 
04 Apparel had more reſpe&, than the man that was meazly arrayed. 
If we be to ſer a Fewel, wegive it the beſt advantage we can think on ; 
and the richer*tis, the more care we take to grace it in the luſtre.” 
Though Yirtze be a Diamond lo pretious, that 'tis 'richeft when plain 
ſet ; yer, we think not either the cat, or the water, can make ir ſparkle 
roo much, Certainly, it is neceflarily convenient, that upon eccalion, 
we be ſometimes bravery than 9rdinary at great Solemmities ; upon ap- 
proach to Perſons of extraordinary Hemowr , upon cauſes of common 
Rejoycizgs , and Feſtivities. Socrates himſelt, when he went to a Feaſt , 
was content to be ſmuge'd up andeflenc'd in his Panrophles : And be- 
ing demanded, how he came to be fo fize?his anſwer was, Ut Pulcher 
cam ad Pulchrum ; That he might appear handſome to thoſe that were 
ſo. Though Foſeph were ſenttor in haſt cur of Priſow, fo asthe Text 
ſayes , he was forced to raw 3 yet he ſbav/d himſelf, and changed his 
rayment,betorc he would appear before Pharaoh, Ir 15 an incongruity to 
mingle Rags and Silk, Though all be Pearls ; we match not round and 
orient, with thoſe that are diſcolour'd and uneven. A man ought in his 
clothes to conform ſomething to thoſe that he conmverſes with; to the 
cuſtoms of the Nation, and the faſhion that is decent and general, to the 
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occaſion, and his own conditiow : For, that is beſt, that beſt 
ſuites with ones Callize , and that raxk he lives in. And feeing 
all menare not Ocdipaſſe roread the riddle of another mans in- 
(ide ; and moſt men judge by Apparencies ; It behoves a man to 
barter for a good eſteem even from his clothes and outſide. We gueſs 
che goodneſs of the paſture by the mantle that we ſee ic wears, The 
bellique Ceſar, as Suetonirs tells us, was noted for fingularity in his 
Apparrel, and did not content himſelf without adding ſomcriing to his 
Senators Purple Robe, It tliere were not a Decorum and a Latitude 


according to mens ranks, and qualities, what uſe would be of fuk 


bred. The Aſſyrian worm ſhould waſt her ſelf in vain. The coſtly tur, 
che finer flax, would all let go their valucs, and inſtead of benefit be- 
coine a Burthen to the full-itor'd world, Artalique Garments have 
cheir proper uſe. The Pontique Bevery and Calabriaz wool, the brigh- 
icr Ermine and the darker Sables, find juſtly wearers whom they well 


parel, to hideſhame, to preſerve from cold, and to «adorn the body ; 
m 
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and ſofter Rayment > In vain had Tyrian ſeas their greedy purples: 


become. Yetin Apparel, a manly carcleſnels is beyoad a feminine 
Art ; Toogreat a tricking tells the World we dwcll roo much on 
outfides, There are three good uſes we may lawfully make of 4p- 
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four lite had need of either fairhful friends, or ſharp and ſevere Eme- | 
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the worlt taske we can putit to, 15tQ engender Pride ; when we think 
the Logg is precious, becauſe the bark is Aromatique and perfum'a. | 
When Demonax ſaw the Fool in fave apparel , and by reaſon. thereof 
to wear as well as it an outward 7»ſolence, he hearks him in the Ear 
with this ; Thar fine-wrought woo! that you (Sir) are fo proud of , 
was worn by a Beaft before *rwas worn by you : And yer. that Beaſt 
doth ſtill a bes? continue. I do nor {ce in the general bur that the 
man becomes the Appare/rather than the Appare/ the manzfor ſome are 
of ſo homely a garb, thatno clothing can hide them from the Fool | 
or pe 193 8 While others give a grace to any thing is calt upon them, | 
And thatmay ſertle us in this Reſo/utior, that comely Apparel is bet- 
er far thancither 6ofly , or conceited. He that is phantaſtique in his | 
clothes hangs them on as a Sign to.tell the World rhar a Puppet dwels | 
within. VWhen Caligule's pride and folly.rendred him ſo ridiculous, thar | 
he would cry up himſelf to be ſomierimes Fuper, ſometimes Funo, o- | 
therwiſe Daze, often Yer ; and ſo change his Habit, ſutable to thoſe | 
yarious ſhapes the fabling Poers had beſtowed upon thoſe foppith Dez- | 
ties ; Dion hath this Note upon him, Quidvis potins quam homo wider | 
cupiens 3 He had rather ſcem any thing chan what he was or ſhould be, | 
A man. He that will be ſingularin his Apparel had need have ſome- | 
thing ſuperlative to balance thar affetation. As Elias, John the Bap- 
zift, and Dion Prufius who had been a ſtrange ſight appearing mant- 
led in a Lyors 5 kin, it his parts had not advanced him ro the (þarior of 
the Emperour Trajan. Commonly that is moſt comly that molt like of, | 


and is liked by ones ſelf : A man may have Liberty to pleaſe his Fancy | 


in his Habit, ſo it docs not diſparage his Fudement. 
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LIIT. 
The good uſe of an Enemy. 


| 
| 
! 
; 
| 


'F: HE Skilful Phyſiciaz , out of noyſome plants and poyſonous | 
beaſts, can ſomerimes garher and confect his cure for foul diſ- | 
eaſes. As bryars and thorns, though they be pungent and untrattable : * 
yet ina fence they hold the Bealt from wardring into wider danger : 
ſo though an Ememy be no way grateful to the common ſenſe of Hy- 
manity, yet {urely by the prudent he may be made a Mithridate; and, 
as aguard upon our Actioxs, to keep them that they ſtray not beyond 


Diſcretion and Convenience, It was the opinion of Diogenes , That | 
| 


mies; And many times our E#emies do us more good than thoſe we | 
cteem our friends. Far whereas a Friend will often paſs over or-| 
dinary failings and out of Reſpet?, Connivence, Relation, or ſelf inte- | 
reſt , ſpeak only whar ſhall be either grateful or not diſpleaſing. An, 


Enemy will catch at every Error , and fers himſelf as a ſpy upon 
21] our AtFrons , whereby as by a Tyrant-Governour we are kept 
_. impaled 
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impaled within the bounds of Virtue and Prudence, beyond whoſe It 
mits if we dare to wander, by him we preſently are whips into the 
circle of Diſcretion. Like the Serjeant of a band in Armies , it we be 
out of rank he checks us again into the place and -file appointed us. 
To a fool he is the Bellows of paſſion, but roa Wile man he may be 
made a School-maſter of Virtue. The greateſt glory Rome did Cre ar- 
rive at, in part did from her potent Enemies riſe, They taught her all 
the arts of War and Government, till ſhe mounted to a Fame whole 
ſplendor was fo bright that like the S»# ir deaded all the lefler fires 
before or ſince in the World, Woas the not beholding to her Ene- 
mies for all her 350 ſeveral Triumphs,and in them for her Conquerors 
impalmed Purples, and their lawrel'd Temples in their T; der Cha- 
riots? And certainly as her glory was the higheſt, ſo thoſe Triumphs 
were the _— pieces of megnificence and ſplendor that the Sun &re 
gaz'd on. For therein were the Arms, the wealth, the Garments, Gems, 
.|and pretiows Utenſils of all the ſeveral Nations of the Earth, and, in Et- 

figie, Towers, Cities, Forts, and Battails as they won them, All Bn 
of creatures extant through the world. Vhole droves of Oxey tor 
the Altar dreſs'd with guilded Horns, and flowry Garlands crown'd, with 
their Minifters in ſhining Silks, with Golden Veſſels for their uſe in $4- 
crifice ; Muſick, Perfumes, Feaſts, and the ſuram'd up Excellencies of all 
chat could be thought on ; and (after all cheſe ſtately ſights, and the 


— 


roab'd Senate coming out to meet them) Kzgs, Princes, Dukes , their 


tam'd Commander, with hands behind them bound, ſadly and flowly 
moving to uſher che approach of the Yi&or's leiſurely proceeding Cha- 
rior, Certainly, the higheſt Virtues, the greateſt Fortitude, the Domini” 
on and Wealth of the World they got by having Enemies. And at laſt, 
with their Exemies,they conquer'd their own Yirtzes too : For; no (o0- 
ner were they freed from thofe, bur the eaſe and ruſt of Peace did, 
Cafniker all their brightneſs. AMetellus proteciied he knew not , wl.cther 
his Yietory did Rome more harm, or good, And when one was applau- 
ding the happineſs and ſecurity of Rome, having awed Greese, and ſub 
aued the Carthaginians , the wiſe Scipio conceived her moſt in danger ,' 
while the had none to fear, and keep up in her the growth of Forti- | 
tude, and Diligence. A man with an Enemy,is like a City beſieged: While 
Hannibal is acthe gate, it is not for him tobe careleſs and licentions. For 
Enemies like Ravens , though they ſmel? not the ſound ; yet, they can; 
ſent corrupted manners preſently. So, that as Appius Clandins oblerved' 
ot Rome, and we may find it confirmed in our Neighbours of the: 


lower Germary, their Enemies have added to their Fame and 1n- 
| 


[du/try. From them we often find more 2ruth than ſhines among fa-| 
miliars ; thcy buldly ſpeak their undiſguil'd opinion ; they prevent. 
our running into Yiceand Error ; and if any act, mil-beſeeming Vir 
1f=e, (hall but unawares eſcape us,they will be ſure ro fixgle it out of 
che Coppice wherein 'twas lodged, into the open Plairi , by every un-* 
der Wood-man, to be beſet and ſbot ar. Sv, that if a man by his 
M m 2 Friends | 


wives, their Kindred, Children, and Allyes, the captit/ d Souldier, and the | - 
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' CenT. Ll. | Friends cannot know wherein he offends;his Eneres in that will pur 
ANN lon Friendſhips office, and ſhew him where he fa#ls. And, fo I know 

the thing, what marter is it , whether ir be blows me in a petty whirl. 

wind, or whiſper'd in a calmer air ? By cither, 1t 1 pleaſe, I may take 

occaſion to mend. The Air, we fcc, is cleanſed as oft by ruffling 

' Winds : as by the gentle and more gratetul rayes of the warming Su, 

| Nor docs an Enemy only hinder the growth and progreſs of our Y7- 

;ces: But he enkindles, exerciſes , and exalts our Yirtwes, Our Pati- 
ence is improved by bearing calmly the 1ndignities he ſtrives to load 
'us with. Our Charity enflamed by doing geod tor z/{, by raking the 
berrer handle of his ations ,* by pardoning and forgiving the znjuries 
'he does us. Our Prudence is increaled by wilcly managing our ſelves 
| in our demeanors, leſt weakly ordered, we give him opportunity to 
' wound us, Our Fortitude is ſtrengthened by a ſtout repelling of ſcorns, 
and an undannted courage (hew'd in all our actions. Our Induſtry is 
ripened and habituared by watching all his Or-ſers, and his Mines; 
and by beſt contriving how we may acquit us in all our conteſtations. 
And, queſtionleſs, ſomerimes we ought to be thanktul for an Enemy, 
He: gives us occaſion ro ſhew the world our Parts, and Piety, which 
elle perhaps in'our dark Sraves would flecp and monIder wich us 
[quite unknown ; or, could not otherwiſe well be ſeen without the 
| vanity of a light and an oftentous mind. Afiltiades had miſs'd his 
'T rophy, it hehad miſs'd an Exemy in the Marathoman Fields. Hoya- | 
' 21 Cocles, and Auttns Scevola had never gain'd ſuch fame, by cither | 
of them ſurmounting the oppoſition of an Element, the laſt of Fire, ! 
ard the firft of azer, it they had not both been pur to it by the Erra-| 
'rian Porſena. And tl.ough the laſt lire alone of Martial's Epigram 
| might prove this, yer, becauſe he hath ſo elegantly, in. lictle, limb'd | 
in the Story ofthe Jarter, I hai preſuni'd to give you the whole, | 


| Dum peteret Ree, accepts Satellite,aextra, 
| Injecit ſacris ſe peritura focts; 
Sed tam ſeva pins miracula non tulit Hoſts , 
Et raptum flammis juſſit abire virum. 
Urere quam potuit contempto Mutins wn, 
Hanc ſpettare manum Porſena non potuit, 
Major arcepte fama eft && gloria dextre 
St non erafſet, fecerat illa minus. 


Wien his 7/2ht hand wiltook the King (his Prize) 
Iarag'd to th” fire he gav't tor Sacrifice. 

But the foft Kizg amaz'd ar ſuch tell fights, 

Szatches it th.cnce, and ſo the Man acquites. 

Thar hand which( {corning flames) ſtout utins bury'd, 
Porſena durſt not ſee, but from it turr'd. , 
Miſtake became his glorious Fames exceſs ; 

Without miftaking, he had afed leſs. 
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| And, atter all this, we may be decerved by our friends, and we 
| may deceive our ſelves. But, an Enemy cannot be wefairhful , or de- 

' ceive us ; becauſe we know him ſo well, that we do not come to 
truſt him, but keep him out at a difterce, and clearly out of the capa- 
city of cozening ; {o that, though a friend may pleaſe more, yet an E- 
nemy may profit as much. The Confideration whereof may very well 
tacilicrare unto us thoſe ſeeming hard Commandements of our Savi- 
our and Chriſtianity; To forgive our Exemies, to pray for them that 
perſecute vs, to do good to them that hurt us, and even to love our E- 
nemies : For albcit, they love not us ; yer, ſince they are occaſion of 
ſo much berefit to us, as to promote our /irtzes, and repreſs our Er- 
rors; it we can be bur wile tor our ſelves, we (hall find it bur an A# 
of Reaſon and exactelt Fuſtzce, to aftord them our Afﬀections ; not only 
as they are our Prethren , and pieces of the ſame 1magery with our 

ſelves, bur even our of the Rules of Civilitie and Nature, If, but by 
accident, though unwillingly, a man do us 2 curteſie, yer we uſe, and 
ir becomes us,to be thankful, becauſe, without him we had not been 

ſo happy ;, every inſtrument that brings us good, we are beholding to. 

And certainly, as we ought to be thankful to God for our afflictions, 

that are ſent by him to amend us, ſoour Enemies are to be reckon'd' 
in the number of thoſe by which we may be refined, ifwo will. As 

the hardeſt exe is propereſt for a Baſis z lo, there is not a better Pe- 

deftal to raiſe a Tropby of our Yirtzes upon,, than an eutward Entmy , 

it we can but keep our {clves from inward Enemies, our vices; our 

; weakneſſes , and our own diſarayments. | 
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Of Gifts and their Power. 
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Here Love and Gratitude grow in the heart , it will not only 

bloſſom in the tongue, but allo fractifie in the hand by ation 
and expreſſion. And indeed, to expect or recetve favonrs, and not to 
| think of requital , is, like the Beaſt, to take bread from the hand, and 
| thengallop away tor fear of being made to do ſervice, Certainly ', 
there is a greater force in gifts, than uſually men chink of ; *they* cop- 
 quer both the wiſe and fooliſh. With gifts both Gods and Mex arc ta- 
ken, and prevail'd wich. From Hell to Heaven, the orderis in all to 
offer : Wich a ſep even Cerberwsis quiered. And,an regard his gifts 
' becalm'd fo much their minds, 'wwas ſaid of Philip$thar his Gold, and 
not his /re#, all Grecia had: ſubdued. And whenthe Gods wereeither 
begg'd to, toc beſtowing favonrs , or ſought to tos their Angers be- 
ing appeas'd, the Altars (moak'd with Offerings , as being belicy'd 
the way the ſooner to. incline them to Berneficence, He that hath! buſt: 
neſs, and ſpares his hand in preſenting, angles without a bait ; and oft- 
| times renders him that he would have his Friend, his Enemy, A kind- 
| 


—_ Oe ea. > 


-— ——<L——— I — 4 — _— __ — — — 


— — 


——— 


nels | 


- — > —— ——— ——— - 


270 RESOLVES. 


Cent. II [neſs unrewarded, turns into meg left, as if we (lighted both the man and 
LYN [the matter, *Tis true, in Adminiſtrations of Fuſtice, where men like 
[Gods ought uncorruptedly ro adorn their high Tribanals , where the 
Publique is concern'd, and men, beſides (orſcience, are bound up b 
the ſolemneſs of Oaths , It is a Sin to accept ; and, doubtleſs, no Vir- 
we for any art all to offer : As *tis the modeſt Virgins , fo 'tis the 2Ma- 
giſtrate's part, when tempted, to refuſe : And, as 'tis fallly ſaid, cis the 
mans part to offer , ſo queſtionleſs, he cannot be free from corruption , 
that would lay any thing that ſhonld look like a /are belore the eyes 
of Tu#ice. Tis like ſome Dalilahs wanton eye, thongh it makes no 
bargain , yet it tempts. A gift thus offer'd, is no other than an 1lle- 
gitimate philtre, endeavouring to adulterate Aﬀection trom that Bride 
ro. whom they ({tand already berrothed ; and, though we contratt not, 
is not better 1n'the aim than a 67$6e. In which, I ee not, why the offe- 
rer ſhould not be as highly puniſhable as the receiver. 1 do not think 
the Devil was betrer than Eve. The Author of the miſchief is more 
| criminal , than he that weakly 1s ſeduc'd to follow him : who laics a 
ſaare to take me, though I ſcape it, is not wholly Innocent. What | 
can be ſaid in exculc, is chiefly this, The Cherr is not ſworn , not to! 
offer ; but the Fudge is bound, not to zake.- Certainly, who ever offers | 
it out of ſixiſter exds to himſelf, with bur the leaſt thought of per-| 
verting Juſtice, and, who ever takes it out ofthe deſire of gain, inten- 
ding thereby tobe partial, come both within the guilt of 6ribery ; 
which,as Fob tells us, will beget a fire that ſhall conſume their T#- 
bernacle. And tis from the greatneſs of the influence that Gifts have 
upon men, that the Laws have been ſo ſevere againſt them, Indeed, 
it is not fit a corrupt man, ſhould ever come to know the power that 
| gifts carry over minds : They gently bow them from their own in- 
tention from the grounds of rizht and juſtice. They bring a ſtranger 
into affenity, an Enemy into a Friend. They are charms upon the diſpe-., 
ſition ; and, like rhe blandiſhments of the ſtrange women, they kiſs men 
into kindneſs they intended not. Beltdes the blinding of the eyes of the 
wiſe, Solomen tells us, A pift is a beloved Jewel, a Stone of Grace, (as | 
the Original harh it) and it proſpers whitherſoever ir rurns. Ir blunts 
the keemedg'd Sword, and breaks the brazen wall, Amans gift makes 
rooms for him, it throws open doors, puts out the Watch-mans light, 
and brings him to the Great mans preſence,Prov, 17.8. & 18,16, Tis the 
Abſolom of 1ſrael that ſteals away the heart from Fuſtice, that is and. 
ſhould be Xizg, - And bate them bur this Felony, and doubtleſs, rhen 
2 wiſe man wzll ppt be wanting in tkem. Betore favours received , 
they ſeem to ſpeak affection and regard, afterwards, gratitude and ac- 
knowledgment, It1s not good to be conſtant in gifrs ar ſer and fixed 
|umes ; for Cufoms, as in other things, ſo in this, does uſually run in- 
to. Law, Expectation will diminith the value of a Free-will-offering , 
and, it will quickly become as an obliged Sacrifice ; and, if we omit, 
|we.diſpleaſe. ; This was ſeen in New year Gifts, which being at firſt | 
jonly auſpicious and honorary , grew to that paſs in the time of As- | 
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guſts , that every man brought them to the Capitol, and there left 
chem, though Auguſtus was not there : And Caligula by an Ediftor- 
dered them then to be brovght him.”Tis beſt when we geve, to do it fo 
as it may be ſure to ſhew tocither love, reſpe&, or thanktulneſs, And 
great Preſents are not ſo much to be commended , as thoſe that rake 
the fancy, that ſquare with a preſent occaſion, and may be of often 
uſe in the Eye, whereby we may be retain'd in remembrance. The 
Bottle of foul water which Peribarzanes had from the Countrey fel- 
low, was ſo grateful to Artaxerxes , when he was thirſty, that he 
proteſted he never drank of a pleaſanter ire in his life-time ; and 
the Peaſant it was had from, he would not ſuffer ro depart, till he 
had lifted him from his Poverty, to be a perſon of wealth, A Noble 
heart wears ferters whey he is beholding, and ſometimes rather than 
be overcome , will wane himſelt to leſs in his Eſtate; as chuſing ra- 
ther to be leſs , than lagging co requite a berefit, Among the Ro- 
mans , Donations of Eſtates between marryed couples were forbidden, 
unleſs to purchaſe Honour with : perhaps, becauſe they would have 
Leve ſo pure and natural berween them, as that nothing of 4rt 
ſhould intervene: That Zove might have no other ground but Zowe 
and genuine liking. Otherwiſe, berween remoter Relations , they 
held them as the Cement of affeion and friend(hip. And: they had 
their Cuſtomary Seaſons for ſuch Intermutual expreſſions of regard 
by Preſents, as onthe firſt of December at their Saturnalian Feaſts ; 
on the firſt of Tanwary for their New-years-gifts ; on their Birth-days; 
and on the Calezds of March, in memory of the ſervice done by the 
Sabine women, the green Umbrella and tat Amber were to women 
ſent. And, in all times, ſuch Gifts as were meerly our of affeftion 
[and benignity , that were amiable and honorary, were never ar all 
forbidden : tor, having no ends but thele, racy were reprehendable , 
if not done ; but, much commended, it they were performed, Men- 
| dicatory or fiſhing- Gifts that like lines are caſt into the water , bai- 
red with aſmaTlFry , in hope to catch a Fiſh of a greater growth , 
the generous have ever diſdained, *Tis but a begging out ofthe com- 
lg of the Statute ; which, though it be more fate, I ſcarſe hold 
fo ingenuous , as a down right craving of _Alms. A man may give 
for Love, for Mcrit, for Gratitude, for Honour , to engage a law- 
ful favour, or prevent a menacing ſtorm : bur never to betray , to 
entice to injuſtice, or to make a gain, by begging with a little, grear- 
cr. For, though the pretenſe be Zowe and Honour , che aim is Intereſt 
and Lutre. Anditir bea Bribe, it never hath a prevalency , bur, 
| when two Kzaves meet, and agree to coſen a third; that bothof them 
' have cauſe to think honeſter than rthemſclves. 
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LV. 


Of the inconvenience of neglefing Prayer. 


' Is Converſation chiefly that begers both Faith and Love. Af-. 
fedtation cannot but covet to have the object that 1t /oves be, 
neer. He that never comes at me, allows me nor much ot his kind- | 
neſs : If my friexd withdraws himfelt from my (Company, 1rmay juſt- 
ly ſuſpe& I am wazirg in his wonted eſteem, For, abſence 1s a wind 
that by degrees blows of thoſe fruits that grow upon the Tree of 
Friendſhip. Ic diſrobes her of all thoſe plealing Ornaments and Con- 
rentments that are by Familiarity and Converſation enjoyed, And as 
it fareth between two that have been antiently Familiar, yer dwelling 
aſunder, the iferiour our of a careleſs neglet# omits or minds nor his 
uſual daty of viſitation ; and this ſo long, that at the lait he forbears| 
to £0 at all : So, their Loves that by frequent /nterconrſes were heat- | 
ful and alive between them, by diſcontinuance only, drop into decay 
and (hrink away to xothirg. There necdeth nothing more bur a /ingring | 
defiſtence to diveſt him of all theſe ſolaces and comforts that uſually ' 
enrich the noble and contenttul Region of Friendſhip. By lying ſtill he | 
lazes out his intereſt,and dil-arrayes himſelfinto an unacquainted ſfran- | 
ger,: Thar, at laſt, if he would verry, ſhame and the ſenſe of his zeg- | 
let?, forbids or hinders his reverting to his former z»timacy. As water 
ſer abroad, it airs away to nothing by only ſtanding till. | 
: And*tis not otherwiſe between the Sonl and God : Not to pray, not 
to meaitate,not to have him in our thoughts, diſ-wonteth us,and eſtran- 
goes him. And when in ſoddain plunges we more particularly ſhalL.come 
to need hims, our ſhame does then enervate our weak Faith, and with: 
deſpair does ſend our burning bluſhes down into our Boſome. Witch 
what contidence can we run to him in zeed, whom in our plenty we 
have quite xegleffed? How can we beg as Friends, as Children, as Belo- | 
ved,when we have made our {-lves as Hrange as Renegadves?” Tis a moſt. 
untappy ſtate to be ar a 4iſtarcewith God ; Man needs no greater JInfe- | 
licity chan to be left by him to himſclt. A breach once made by Neg-| 
ligence , like that by water worn, though it be by ſo ſoft an Element , | 
yer by time jt breaks irſelt into a Sca. Though France and Britain ſup- 
poſcdly once were oe, yct we fee the tradFs of Age have made them ſe- 
veral Regions. Tis lar trom prudent policy to admit of Interpoſures, If 
we would be prevalent and c{tecmable, we ought with all our carc to 
preſerve that ztereft , whichnever can, but by our own negle&, be 
foſf. Though Princes bejuſt, yer tkey are not familiar with ſubje&s 
ar a diſtance, They are Privadoes that have daily recourſe to Ma- 
j{ty , thar have power by their ncerncſs to he)p themſelves and 0- 
thers. Thoſe birds we breed up tame, that follow us with their ſprea- | 
ding wings, that often chirp their pretty confidences to us, that pearch 
upon our ſhoulders, and zeftle in our warmer Beſomes; To thele 
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| we daily do diſtribute food,and wirh our tender care provide them ti]] 
ptoteCtion. Bur thoſe that wildly fly about and ſhun us, we never are 
ſolicitors to care for. The advice was divine in the every way accom- 
'pliſh'c Xemophon, That we ſhould in Proſperity be ſure frequently ro 
; worſhip and adore the Gods ,, that whenſoever we had a more peculiar 
 xeed of their aſſiſtance,we might with greater confidence approach them 
ar their Alters, He that would keep his friend muſt make him often 
| viſits, and cvcr and anon have ſomething in a readineſs to exerciſe his 
ſtock of /ove, and keep affettion flaming. And ſurely, *tis from hence 
| the _Apoſtle bids us pray without intermiſſion, for it keeps us mindful 
' of our own #xberent duty, and God is always put in mind of us; and, 
| to incourage vur Addreſſes, blefles us. When a man negleRts his pray- 
ing and his prailing of his Maker, it makes a Chaſm betwixt him and 
| his own felicity. It he does ſee God ar all, *cis but as Dives af- 
ter death ſaw Lazarms, a great way of, with a large gu/ffixt between. 
| And though it is not required that we ſhould be always tedder'd to a 
\ formal ſolemn praying ; yet by our mental meditations and our ejacu- 
 latory emiſſions of the heart and mind we may go far to the compleating 
the Apoſtles counſel. There is in the lives of the Fathers a ſtory of one 
| Abbot Lucims, that being viſited by ſome young Probationers, he de- 
' mandcd of them, if they did not 1tmploy themſelves in the praQtice of 
ſome manual Labour ? They told him,No,they ſpent there time accor- 
ding to the precept perpetually in praying. He asked them then, If 
they did not eat and ſleep? They ſaid, both theſe they did. Then ſays 
'the Father Who prays for you the while ? Bur they not knowing what 
well to reply to this, he thus returnerh to them : Well ({ays he) 1 
perccive you do not do, as you fay : But I can tell you how you may 
pray continually. Iam not aſhamed to labour with my hands. Of che 
 Date-tree leaves at times of Jeiſure I make up lictle lines, or perhaps 
ſome ot:cr matters. And while I-work, 1 (end forth ſtill berween, 
ſome ſhort petitions to my gracious God, When 1 have ſome little quan- 
ticy of finiſht work I (ell it perhaps for tcn pence or a ſhilling, about 
a third thereof I give away to the poor : the relt I ſpend my ſelf, So 
that when 1 cat or fleep, theſe poor men praying for me, they perform 
my part, and fo I pray perpetually. Certainly the breathing and effuli- 
ons of a dewvont Sol turn prayer into a chain, thart linking (till rogecher 
'tycs us faſt to God: Bur intermiſſion breaks it,and when we are ſo looſe, 
'wich every rub we calily arc overthrown, And doubtleſs we (hall find ir 
far lets difficult to preſerve a Friend once madegthan *cis ro recover him 
when once he ſhall be lott. | 
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| LVI. 
| Of Envy. 


TS a vice would poſe a man to tell, what it ſhould be liked for. 
| Other vices we allume, for that we falſely ſuppoſe they bring us 
FS n etther 
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either Pleaſure, Profit, or Honour. But, out of Envy, who is it can find 
any of theſe ? In ſtead of pleaſure, we vex and gall our ſelves. Like 
cankerd Braſs ir only cars it ſelf; nay, diſcolours and renders it z0iſome. 
When ſome told Agis, That thoſe of his zeighbours family did envy 
hit ; Why then, ſays he, they have a doable wexation : One, with 
cheir own evil; the other, at my proſperity. Like a Corroding Plaſter, 
it lies gnawing at the heart; and, indeed, is founded 1n grzef 5 Thar 
being the object of ir, either in himſelf, or others, through all the con- 
ditions that are. Either he grieves in himſclt, when another is happy; 
or elle, if ever he docs rejoyce, 'ris certainly becauſe another does ſuffer. 
So calamity ſeems the center that be points unto. As a Deſert-beaſt, 


the days brightneſs drives him to the dulneſs of a melancholly Cave, 
while darkneſs only preſents him with the prey that pleaſes him : As 
a Negro born of white Parents ; Tis a ſordid ſadneſs, begot at another 


| mans joy. And becauſehe hath no infelrcity of his own, as 1s brought, 


and is concomitancous, with moſt of other wices ; the exwviows man 
creates his own diſturbance,from the proſperous ſucceſles of others, $0- 
crates call'd it, the ſaw of the ſoul, that pricks and cuts the vital blond, 
and tears the fleſh bur into larger atoms. FBion, ſeeing a ſpiteful fellow 
look ſad, was not able to ſay, whether ſome diſaſter had betallen him- 


ſelf; or ſome good luck ſome other, He is a man of a ſtrange conſtitution, 
whoſe ſickneſs is bred of anothers health, and ſeems never in health, 
but when ſome other is ſick; as if zature had tram'd him an Antipa- 
thite to Virtue : And fo indeed tis cqual,thart he does become at length 


his own {ad ſcourge and beaale. 


Tuſtias Inviaia nihil eſt, que protinus ipſum 


Anthorem rodit Excruciatq; ſuum. 


No wice fo juſt as exvy, that alone 
Doth gall and vex the mind that doth it own. 


Profit can nevcr by this be acquired : for, he is an-enemy to him that 
is able ro help him 3; and, him that is miſcrable and cannor,he delights | 
in. The Swine 1s pleaſed with wallowing in his mire ; rhe Dog, by 
tumbling in his Joathſom carrion , bur exvy is not pleaſure, bur the 
maceration of the body. Ir ſowrs the countenance, gives the lips a trem- 
bling ; the eyes an uncceleſtial and declining look, and all the face a mea- 
ger walting palexeſs. *Tis the greex ſickneſs ofxhe ſoul, that feeding 


upon coals and puling rubbiſh, impallids all the body to an He- | 
eique leanneſs. There is no pleaſantneſs in his converſation, that ſhould | 
invite us to afteft his conpany : Nor is t:s honeſty ſuch, as to make us | 
covetous of ſo crabbed a Companion,whereby we ſhould be drawn to | 
conicr favour, or beſtow rewards. Flattery is often recompenced with | 
[Bounty ; Injuſtice finds 2 bribe ; Prodigality obligerh many ; Awvarice | 
[zccumulares all : bur who didever give to one for being Exvious? or | 


what is 1t but outward bate, or inward torment, that the envious gets ?' 


Hozour by it,I'me ſure,can nere be compals'd. For tis ſo perpetually | 
found | 
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found in weak mindes, that it ſtamps the Foo/ upon the Maſter for xrou- 
bling himſelf, not only with things without him, and'that concern hat; 
his own well or ill Being z bur that he reſolves to be miſerable, as long: 
as he ſees.another man to be happy. *Twas a handſome wiſh of Sqxece, 
That the eyes of the exwiows might behold all the felicities of every ſe-; 


us further to be low. and inferiour to athers, for we never envy him 
that is bexeath us ; ſo that it chears our own intention. Him, whom 
we would blaſt with rhe dark vapour of diſgrace and obloguy, by our! 
envying of him, we point out for excellent, and ſtick a ray of glory up- 
on his deſerving forehead, that all the world may note him. Ir raints 
the bloud, and does infe& the ſpirits. And if it be true, that Philo- 


him not, till ic leads him into the very condition of Devils, to be de- 
truded Heaven for his mcerly pride and malice, The aſpett of his eye 
alone, does ſometimes become not only vulnerary, but mortal. They! 
prove a faſcinatien by the eye, when the ſpirits are corrupted ; from 
the experience of a Looking-glaſs, that at certain ſeaſons, by ſome ho- 
dies gazed on, becomes ſpotted ang ſtained from their only intuition;tos 


ſome vapours centred onthe eye,which is much more impreſlible chan 
che hardned glaſs,they are taken by the eye of the aſpeRed,and through 
ir-ſtrike the very heart and intrails. Nor is it to be wondred at, fince 
we daily find, in way of /ave, the eye can with an amorous glance be- 
witch the heart, and fire the ſpirits till they burn our boſomze. If one 
way the eye can at a diſtance charm, then why not by another ? Inve- 
nom'd ſpirics throw their flames about ; and doubtleſs, wound the un- 
prepar'd they light on. Excited poylon, riſes into ſpreading and dil- 
perled infeftion. The air becomes infected by the noyſome breath,and 


ceive that pointed zalice wrought upon his flock, 
Neſcio quis teneres oculus mihi faſcinat Agnes ! 


Some ſpiteful eye ſure has my Latabs bewitchr. 


chat Solomon tels us, Anger # cruel, and Wrath is raging, but who can 
ſtand before Envy? Yea, hence tis,not unlikely, that twice the Apoſtle 
joyns it with 24urther, Rom. 1-29, & Gal. 5.21. as if he that con- 
verſed with the exviows, went in danger of his life ; -as indeed he does, 
being ſubject to all the diſadvantages that unfortunate man can live un- 
Jer : whatſocver he does well, is preſently derracted from, rill it be 
leſſened and ſynalepha'd into nothing, 

Ar a Fealt in Spain, the meritorious Diſcovery of Amerita by Colum- 
i was diſcourſed on ; the howeſtey ſort did highly praiſe the Ex- 

Nnz | 


 terpriſe; 


veral Citizen : for their own vexations would riſe and ſwell, accar- }. 
ding to the floud of joys that appeared in other perſons. Ir proclaims | 


ſophy would inform us of, it turns into a man a Witch, and leaves|_ 


chey ſay, Certain ſpirits virulented from the inward hwmor, darted 0n| 
the obze, convey a Venom where they point and fix : and thoſe noy-| 


he chat comes within the dint on'c,dies. The very Shzpherd could con-| 


It may betis from hence,as well as from the implacability of the vice,| 
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CaxT. Il. | f&rpriſe ; bur,ſome haughty Spaniards, exviow at ſo great a glory, (light- 
VIV | ingly faid, The thing was no ſuch wonder, fince a plain rs 
| could not well avoid it ; and doubrleſs there were many Sparrards that 
cond have diſcovered thoſe, and other unknown Lands, without the 
hclp.or aſſiſtance of an /talian. Columba was by, and ſilently heard the 
| paſlage,wheteupon he leaves the Room,and immediately returns with 
an Eggin his handgand tothis effe& beſpeaks them ;Gentlemen,VVhich 
of you can make this Egg ftand upright upon oneend? they try'd, and 
\could not, ſo concluded it was not to be done : But, (o/umbss ſhaking 
ir, and giving iragentle crack, ſtraight way ſet it up in their ſight : Ar 
\\rhis "they jeer'd as a thing ſo trivial, thatit was no Myſtery, bur this 
/ way it might be done by any body : Yer, replies Columbrs,none of you 
could doir till firſt 1 ſhew'd you the way. And ſuch was my Diſco- 
'very of the weſt-Indies, till I had made it, none of you could do it : 
28d now-I have don't , you boaſt how eaſily you could find our that, 
which I have found our for you. 

| - Of all'the pies that are, Exvyis the moſt obſervant and prying, When 
the Phyſicians to Frederick were relating what moſt would ſharpen the 
fight; and ſome were for Fennel, and ſome for Glafles, and others for 
othier matters ; the Noble 4:7ins did aflure them, there was nothing 
thar woulddo it like E7vy. VWhatſoever a man does ill, by it is mag- 
nified,and multiplied ;, his failings all are watcht,drawn out, and blaz'd 
| to the World, and under the pretence of good, he oft is led to the ex- 
tremeſt ifive of evz/. Like Oil thar's powr'd upon the roots of Trees, 
which ſoftens it, deftreys, and witters all rhe pranches. And being 
once carched, with ſcorz he is inſulted on, For, Exvy is ſo unnoble a 
Devil, that it ever tyrannizeth moſt upon a lip or low proftration , at 
which time gallant minds do moſt diſdain to triumph. 

The Exw0zs is more unhappy than the Serpex : for thongh he hath 
poiſon within himzand can caft tt upon orthers;yet to his proper boſom 
"cis not burdenſom, as is the Rarcour that the exwions keeps : bur this 
moſt plainly is the Plague, as it infects others, fo it fevers him that hath 
it, til] he dies. Nor is it more noxtous to the owner than Fatal and de- 
trimental to all the world belide. *Twas envy firſt unmade the Angels 
and created Devils, *Twas Envy firlt that turrw'd man out of Paradiſe 
and with the bloud of the tnnocent firſt died the #rtairted earth, "Twas 
Envy (old chaſt Foſeph as a Bondnan, and unto Crucifixion gave the 
only Son of God. He walks among burning coals that converſes with 
thoſe that are exviozws. He that would avoid it in himſelf muſt have 
worth enough to be humble and beneficent. But he that would avoid 
the danger of it from others niaſt a4bazdor their company, We are for- 
bidden to eat with him that hath anevil cye,leſt we vomit up the mor-| 
ſels we have eaten and loſe our {weet words ; Thar is, leſh-we ger a 
ſickneſs inſtead of autriment, and have todo with thoſe that, like En- 
chanters, with {ſmooth language will charm us to deſtrattion, | 


why 
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LVIL 
Why men chuſe honeſt Adverſity before undue Proſperity. 


' C Ince Pleaſure and Complacency, with Glory and Applanſe either true, 
or. miſtaken,is the general aim of Man : and the avoiding Pain,Diſ- 
grace, and Trouble, the Shelf that we would not touch at; Ir 1s to be 
| confidered, from whence it comes to paſs, that wiſe men, and moſtly 
ſuch, ſhould chuſe Goodneſs and Virtue with afflittion, and the burthens 
of unpleafing accidents; rather than Yice garlanded with all the ſoft 
demulſions of a preſent contentment. Even among the eAfg yptians,the 
Mid-wives would rather incur the danger of Tharaoh's angry and arm- 
ed power,than commit thoſe murthers that would have brought them 
preterment. Moſes when he was grown up,that is, was full forty years 


o1d,(the time of Judgmenr's ripeneſs) He chole adverſity and affliction, 


os Court , and the Son-ſhip of the Princeſs his Daughter. Socrates 
being committed by Publike Authority (though unjuſtly), would net- 
ther break his Priſos,nor violate Juſtice,to purchaſe Life and Liberty. 
Hath not our own Age ſeen Him who hath abandon'd both his Lite 
and Crown,rather than betray his Honour, and his Peoples Liberties ; 
returning to the Offer (as my Author ſays) this Heroical and truly 
Regal anſwer, ile mortes mihi ſubire potixs erit, quam fic meum Hono- 
rem, fic Populi Libertates proſtituere, I ſhall ſooner undergo a Thouſand 
deaths,than ſo my Honour,ſo my Peoples Freeaoms proſtitute!Certainly, 
the Appetition of Happineſs,and that ( Primm omnium Motor) Love and 
Care of our ſelves,cven in this ſeeming contrariety of choice,holds (til], 
and leads us tothis bold Ele&ion. Elſe Man, in the molt ſcrious Exi- 
gents of his litc,were his own falfe cheat,and led by 2 Gerzas that in his 
moſt extremity would cozen him.It would caſt deceit upon Providence, 
that if we did not do for the beſt in chufing theſe Indurances,would de- 
lI1de us with vain belicts,and running into Nothiags. Seeming would be 
better than Beirg,and Faſhood ſhould be preterr'd before Truth, which 
being contrary toReaſon, and Nature, cannot be admitted by Man. If 
therefore we did not believe, Truth and Honour and Fuſtice were to be 
preferr'd before this preſent life, and all thoſe clincant |parklings, thar 
dance and dangle in the Rays and Jubilations of ir, ſure we ſhould not 
be ſo ſottiſh,as to chule the firſt,and ler the latter flip away diſdained. 
Among ſome other ic{s weighty, theſe following reaſons may for this 
be given ; one is the Majeſty and Excellency that Virtue hath in her ſclt ; 
which 1s not only Beautiful, but Eternal, (o,that there is a power in her 
ro attract our adherence to her betorc all the tranſient: and skin-deep 
pleaſures that we fondly ſmack after in this poſtage ot lite in this world. 
The Philoſopher ſaid, and truly too, That Virtue was the beauty of the 
Soul,ice the deformity. Virtue hath a flavor, that, when the draught is 
paſt, leaves a gratetul guſt and fame,which makes us love & covet after 
more.Socretes taught every where,that the juſt man and the happy were 

all 


which ke might have avoided, before the pomp and ſplendour of Phara-| 
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CexnT, LL. [all one. The Soul of Man like a tree in a fruicful ſoyl ar firſt, was plant- 

WYDL [ed inthe Element of Yirtze, and while *tis nouriſht by ir, it ſpreads | 
| and thrives with fruit and fair viridiry. But every Vice is a Worm, or 
froſt, or blaſt, that checks the ſap, that nips the render branches, and 
Cankers the whole body it ſelf. 

A ſecond Reaſon is, becauſe the Soul is Immortal, of which this to 
{me appears a potent argument. If it were not to be any more, why 
ſhould ir not prefer fruition, and the exerciſes of life, before a diſſols- 
tion and privation? Werca man ſure, that all would end with {fe,we 
ſhould be ſimple to provide beyond it: But, becauſe it does not, 
Providence, which in the general, leaves none unturnifhe with. that 
which is fit for him, hath given him this proſpe& and apprehenſion of 
fururity, and our-living /fe, and his journying through this world. 
Socrates when he was condemned, told his [udges, that Melitns and 
Antizs might cauſc him to die, but they could not do him miſchief or 
incommoaate him. 

A third Reaſon is, That doubtleſs, there is an Eternal Fuftice, of 
which God gives us both the ſenſe and notion, that when hereaftey 
Man thall find a puniſhment tor his fins and vices, he cannot plead the 
want of Proclamation,fince *ctis more than whiſper'd to his Spirit with- 
in him, and ſo charaRtered in his Soul, that 'tis one of the diſtin&ive 
properties of Man from Beaſt,that he can refle& upon himſelf, and ap- 
prehend Eternity : which as it will juſtly condemn us, ſo it will leave 


our great Creator withour blame, and our lelves without excaſe. It is 
che epinion of Plats in his .Pheder, that the Souls of good men are after 
death in a happy condition, ' united unto God in ſome _ Tnacceſſible: 


bur thoſe of bad, in ſome convenient room condignly ſuffer puniſhment. 
Beſides theſe, there is fo n,uch good in affiidtion, and the conſequents 
of it, Thar, as the wiſc Creator knows it the Phyſick of our frailty; 
ſo wile men are the lealt offended ar ir. He that by the Oracle was ap- 
proved for the wiſe, confelled, though he knew before he married 
her, that his Xaptzppe was a ſcold unſutferable ; yer , he wittingly did 
marry hcr, to excrciſec his patzence, that by the praice of enduring her] 
ſhrewith heats, he might be able to brook all companies ; the brawls, 
the ſcorns,the ſophiſms,and the perulancies of rude and unskilful men; 
che frcttings, the thwartings, and the excruciations of life ; and ſo go 
out a more perfe& and an cxatt Philoſopher. Yirtae is not learned per- 
fly, withour a ſeverer Tutor, That by the Red of Diſcipline, and the 
Fire of Affliftion, can ſcour us from our dreſs, and burn of all our raft. 
A good men like an Asbeſtine Garment, as well as a Tobacco-pipe, when 
foul, is clenſed by burning. The tairhtul hereby learn all their excellent 
virtues, Patzence, Charity, Temperance, Fortitude, Humility,and Content- 
ment, With the whole Train of other glorious graces that crown the 
molt deſerving. By this, God forms his ſcrvants into ſplendour : He 
braibes off their duſt, waſhcs away their ſtains,conſumes their dregs, & 
builds them up into Saints. Nor is it to be doubred,but it is a Mark of 
tavour to be bred up thus like Prizces,under the Tuition of fo grave an 


In- 


TY _— 


R ESOLVES. 


Inſtructor, in the rudiments ot Pzety and Goodneſs. The Apoltle Paſtar- 
dizeth thoſe that ſuffer not. It is a (ign of Sonſhip, to be chaſtiz'd. We 
are the objc&s ot our Heavenly Father's care, while we are Icflon'd in 
the Arts of Virtue, while we are chequ'd and bounded and impaPd 
from offence. It therefore is no wonder, that the devout Climachm 
ſhould perſwade men, Thar perſevering under ſcorns and reproaches,they 
ſhould drink them oft. As they would do Milk and Honey. The Soul- 
dier is not expert, without patling through ſeveral perils. Iron is but a 
dull thing, till it be forg'd and anvil'd, vic't and fed:into ſhape and 
brightneſs; bur chen,and nor betore'ris fir rorake irs guilding. We moſt 
approve thar Horſe, that hath beſt been manag'd to the Bir and Spur, 
without which he were an untameable danger. The workman boyls his 
ilver,before it can be ready for burniſhing. Without quarrelling Roxze, 
we can allow this Purgatory, to putrifie and cleanſc us, that we may be 
the better candidated tor the Court of Heaven and Glory. He thar is ſo 
hcad-ſtrong as to calt away Diſcipline,is in danger,to have the next thing 
he throws away to be Yirtue:we corredt where we would amend; where 
there is no hope,we do not trouble our ſelves ſo much as to reprehend. 
Nor does CorreCtion ſo much reſpeR what is paſt, as that which is to 
come. Nemo prudens punit,quia peccatum eſt, ſed ne peccetur; A wile man 
does not puniſh ſo much the i1] we have done, as to prevent, that we 
may do none hereafter, *Tis Semeca's, and may inſtru us to believe, 
That though we be not at caſe, yet we maynot be unfortunate. As bodies 
that are crooked,diſdain not to be brac'd in ſtee],that they may become 
ſtraight : So the Mznd that is warping to Yice,(hould not think much to 
be kept upright by the curbings and the ftroaks of Adverſity. 
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LVIIL 
Of Play and Gaming. 


"TFT" He Ohywpick and the reſt of the Games of Greece, were inſtituted 

firſt mecrly for Honour and Excrciſc : and though they wanted 
| not Wealth, yer their rewards were not in Money and Treaſures, but 
| only in Wreaths and Garlands, of ſuch (light Plants as were cafie to 


| come by, and common among them. Chicfly,they had bur four kinds 
| of Plays ; for being Yittors in which, they were. 


With Pine, with Apple, Olive, Parſley crown'd. 


Serta qnibus, Pinus, Malus, Oltva, Apium. 


—  — — — 


| As Auſonices informs us. Though afterwards with hizher Plaudits and 
' Acclamatrions. they came to have Penſions and Proviſions from the Pub- 
| lique for lite. But theſe, and ſuch like,are not much to be faulted : For, 
their Inſtitution was handſom,and their end and aim was good, The Play 
' that's moſt complainable, is the inordinate Gaming for Adeny; which 
| he that firſt invented, was certainly, eithcr very idle, or elſe extreme- 
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CENT. Il. ly covetous.Albeit in the ſequel it cheats rhe-/nrention in both: for,who 
WY 4 buſie as they that are intent at Dice ? Their ſoul and ſenſes run along 
with them, and (ſcldom '*ris, that they give men leave to be moderate, 
And inſtead of gaming it waſtes even what we had without it, Some 
| inform us, they were brſt invented by Palameaes tn the Trojan War, in 

chat ten ycars Siege to keep his Souldiers from idleneſs : And the 

truth is, ir may ſure better with their Calling,than with that of other 
| mens, He that makes it his Trade to kill,will blanch bur lirtle at ſteal- 
| 


ing ; and whatſoever he comes by, it the War be not highly juſt, he 
| hath as good a plea to, as to that he gains by dicing. He was not much 
| out of the way that being asked whar difference there was berween A- 
' leator, and Ti eſſerarumn; Luſer ? anſwered readily, The ſame thar chere 1s 
betwixt Fur and Latro. And indeed to play for gainy and by unlaw:ul 
means to draw away zeny trom another,ro his detriment;in che opinion 
of Divines is but permitted Thievery, worſened with commixtion of 
Murther. And to fce ſome men,when they have plaid their »wopy, their 
watches, their horſes and clothes, would one judsg leſs than that they had 
fallen among Thieves,and had been plundered o: all that chey had? Nay, 
they are not only rob'd themſc]ves,bur they rhemſclves cob others: for 
his dependents and triends have intercſt in what he hath. How ofcen 
docs the lxviſh Gameſter {quander away a large Icit Patrimony; and, in- 
ſtead of Plenty,entails a wart and begocry to his Ifluc?I do not remem- 
ber that we read the name of either Dice or Gaming in the tratt of ci- 
ther Scripture, to ſhew us the profancreſs of the Trade is ſuch that it 
comes not at all ſo much as under a Text.By the Laws Cornelia and Ti- 
tia, It was among the Romans puniihable, In the 79 Canon of the Pro- 
wvincial Council he1d ac Eliberts, Dicirg was forbidden to the Faithful 
under the penalty of being kept from che Communion a year if he did 
not give over, But in the 5o ot the General Council at Conſtantinople un- 
der F«/tinian, it was torbidden to all,1n4 punithed with Excommuni- 
cation. Certainly there was cauſe,wty ſo grave Aflemblies did ſo ſe- 
verely puniſh ir. And indeed if we exami: e,we ſhall find it not on!y as a 
Serpcnt in ic ſelf, bur waited on by a troop of other Scorpions,thar bite 
and ſting with equal poiſ»z and venom. Two things are moſt precious 
here to the Life and well-being of Man,Time and Treaſure : and of both 
theſe, does the following ot Gaming rod us. They that are bewitched 
with an humour of p/ay cannot be quiet without ir ; 'Tis a malus genins 
that eggs and urges them to their own deſtruction, "Tis in many men 
as importunate as Fate, that affords neither reſt nor reſiſtence ; but with 
a pleaſ'd Avidity hurrics them on to that which in the end they would 
not find. He that is a lover of play, like the lover of a Harlot, he does 
mind that ſo much that he meglefts,all other occaſions. Buſineſſes, friends | 
repoſe, Religion, and Relations, arc all laid by when once he is ſer upon | 
play. Night is by flaming tapers turn'd to day,and day worn out within 
the pen of wals, as if confi'd or Priſoner to his ſports. As the Romans 
did with drink ; we do with play; We play down the evening ftar and 
play up the morning flar : The San may round the World before} 
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one Room can be relinguiſht by us. One would think, ſome new Phs- 
Loſophy had found out for Gameſters this unknown Summunm bonum, 
which exaCting all their time makes Nature more beholding to Ne- 
ceſſity than inclination, tor either ſleep or food, Surely a gamelter can 
never expe to be knowing , or approv'd for cither his own, his 
friends, or his Countries ſervice. The time he ſhould lay out in firting 
of himſelf for theſe, , runs waſte at this Brack of play, which arts him 
in nothing but how to deceive and gain : though well weigh'd even in 
gaining hc comes to be deceiv/d ar laſt, If he does win, it wantons him 
with over-plas, and enters him into new ways of expence z which ha- 
bits him art laſt to /aviſbreſs, and thar delivers over to an aged pover- 
ty. Beſides, he cannot be quict with his purchaſe ; they that he won 
it from will fudy and contrive Revenge. And he is net ſuffer'd to be 
at peace in Yidtory; for the moſt part, whatſoever is gotten by play is 
cither vainly waſted, or but borrowed to repay with Intereſt, It leads 
men to exceſs, that without it would be quite avoided, It rhey win, 
chey ſpare no coff,burt /uxyriate into Rivt,lt they loſe,they mult be at it, 
to. keep up their gauled and their vexed ſpirits: in both, a man is ex- 
poſed as a prey to Rooks and Daws, impiudent and indigent companys 
that flatter, ſuck, and perpetually pillage trom him. *Tis the Mine 
that carcyed cloſe in dork and private trenches through hollow and 
crooked saverns, blows up at once his Fortune, Family , Fame and 
(Content ment, and in the 'end through diſorder and ſurfets leaves him 
to go off a Sor: Certainly it cannot be the pleaſure of the aZ#ion thar 
lo ſtrongly can inchani men, What pleaſure can it be, our of a 
dead Box to tumble Bones as dead; to ee a ſquare run round; or to 
lee his Eftate reduc'd into a Lottery, to try whether he ſhall hold ir 
any longer or no? Surcly, it mult be Covetouſneſs and the inordinate 
Jctire of getting, which prevailing once upon us, we become poſſeſs a, 
and by ir are carried as well to the Graves and Sepnlchres of the dead, 
as the Cirzes of the /wving by this ill ſpirit leading us. I cannot con- 


ccive how it (houJd ſuit with a Noble mind , to play cither much or 
deep. It defrands him of his better imployment, and ſinks him into leſs 
chan he is. It he wins, he knows not whether the other may ſpare it or | 
no. It he cannor, the generous will ſcorn to take from him that wants, | 
and hates ro make another ſuffer meerly far his ſake. It he can ſpare 
it, he will yer diſdain ro be ſupply'd by the bounty of him that is his 
equal or inferiour, If he loſeth and cannot ſpare it himſelf, ic proclaims! 
him to be «wiſe to pur himſclt upon exygents for will and humonr ; 

and not honeſt, tor he injures all about himz, He that plays for more| 
than he can ſpare, makes up his (take of his Heart and Patrimony, his 
Peace, his Priviledg, his boſow'd wife and his extended Son ; even the 


Earth he holds floats from him with this ebbing tide. Be he rich or 

poor, he cahnot play his own, He holds not wealth to waſte it thus in 

wantonneſs where there is plenty, beſides a mans Relations, the Com 

mon-wealth and Poor have ſome ſhare due to them. And Fe cannot 

bur yer acknowledg he might have #ployd ir better, Ir gains bim 
O 
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neither hoxozr nor thanks, but under the others Cloak perhaps is cloſe- 

ly laugh'd at: as eafie and wn5kilful Thales,having put Solow into a paſſion 
| he the ſuppoſed death of his Sox, ſaid, it was tor that and ſuch like 1n- 
conveniences he thought not fit to marry. And he that ſees into what 
heats, what fears,what diſtempers and diſorders, what madneſs and vexa- 
tions, a crofle-hand at play implazpes ſome men in, will never hazard 
his own peace of mind, with bidding by play for ſuch Phrezzies ſuch 
Bedlam fits and diſtortions of the whole frame of man, which ſometime 
never leave their Patients,till they drive them into Deſpair and a Halter. 
What is it provokes to Azger,like it? And Anger uſhers in black Oaths, 
prodigious Curſes, ſenſleſs Imprecations, horrid Rage, and blacker Blaſphe- 
my, wth quarrels injuries,reproaches,wounds,and death. And which is not 
the meanelſt of the ills attending gaming : He that is addicted to play 
and loves it,is ſo limed by cuſtom'to ir, that if he would ſtir his wings 
to fly away,he cannot. Therefore P/ato was in the right when he ſharp- 
ly reprov/d the Boy he found at play, and the Boy told him he wondred| 
how he could be ſo azgry for ſo ſmall a matter, Plato reply'd again,that 
cuſtom was no ſmall matter. *Tis not denyed, bur /abowrs and cares 
may have their Relaxes and Recreations, Though Memmius objected 
to (ato his nightly Play and Follzty, yer Cicero excuſed it with in- 
ſtancing his perpetual daily roil for the bublique. Bur we muſt be- 
ware Jeſt we make a trade of ſport, and never to play for more than 
we may /oſe with content, and without the prejudzce of our ſelves or 
others. 


LIX. 


Prayer moſt needful in the morning. 


Hereis no doubt bur Prazer is needful daily, ever profitable, and 

at all rimcs commenJable, If ic be tor our ſelves alone, ris ne- 
ccflary : and 'tis charitable, when it.is for ethers. Ar night it is our 
Covcring; In the morning it is our Armour : fo art all times it defends 
us from the malice of Sathan, our own ſubordinations and betrayings, 
the unequal weather,that the world aſſaults us with, and preſerves us 
in the favour and eſteem of Heavex : We are dependents upon the 
Court, While we arc bur Petitioners there ; lo till we be denyed and 
diſmiſs'd,we have the proteRion thereof: which certainly is a priviledg 
that a ranger cannot claim, And albeit prayer ſhould be the key of the 
day, and the lock of the night ; yer I hold ir of the two more needful 
in the morning, than when in the evening we commit our ſelves to Re- 
poſe. *Tis true we have enough to induce us to it then : the day could 
not bur preſent us with ſomething cither worthy our thanks, or that 
needed our begging and pardon, tor removing or continuing ſomething: 
and though we be immur'd with walls, and darkneſs, yet-are we not 
exempted ſo from Perils, but that without our Gods aſfiſtance, we 
are left a Prey to all that is at exmity with mas, Beſides, Sleep is the 
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cy. The morning to the day 15 as youth ro the lifc ofa Man : If thar be 


| important buſineſs of man, and being unable tor it of himfelt alone, he 
[needs the more to'gain-Diuine afiſtence.” In works of moment , even 


| believ'd might hclp them, 
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image Or ſhadow ot Death, and waen the ſhadow is lo neer, the ſub- 

ance cannot be far remote, The dying Gorgias being in a ſlumber, and 
asked hy a triend how he did 2 He anſwered Pretty well , only Sleep 
is recommending me up'to his Brother, Some, we know,in health have 
gone to reft eternal; and without rhinking of the other world, have 
tane their leave of 'this ; not knowing chemſclves that they were on 
cheir way, till they had fully diſpatched their Journey. But notwith- 
ſtanding all this, a man art reſt in his Chamber (like a ſheep impenn'd 
in the fold) is ſubject only to unuſual events, and ſuch as rarely hap- 
en; tothe emiſſions of the more immediate, and unavoidable haxd 
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of God, Danger ſeems ſhut out of dores ; we are ſecured from the 
injury of the Elements, and guarded with a fence of Iron, againſt che 
force of ſuch as would izvade, We are remov'd from the worlds 
buſtle, and the crowd of occaſions that juſtle againft us as we walk 
abroad, He that is barr'd up in his houſe, is in his Garriſos with his 
Guard about him, and not lo ſoon attacqued by his Enemy, as he that 
roaves in the open and unſhelter'd field. Who knows not, the Ship to 
be /afer in the Bay or Harbour, than toſs'd and beaten in the boiling Oce- 
an? Retiredneſs is more (a'c than buſineſs, Weare withdrawn when 
the vail of night and reſt enwraps us in their dark and ſilent Cabinet: 
But with the $#z, we do'dilcloſe and are diſcovered to our prying 
Enemies: We go abroad to meet,what at home does not look atter us. 
He that walks through a Farr of Beaſts is in hazard to be gor'd, or kickt, 
or bruis d, or beaten : We paſs through Bryars and Thorns and Nettles, 
that will prick and ſcratch and ſting. We are in the day asFravailing 
through a Wilderzeſs, where wild and ſavage Creatures arc, as well as 
ramer Animals, All the world is Africe ; whetc heat and drought ,ven- 
em, or ſomething new, docs (till d5ffurb us. The air,the fire, the earth, 
and water arc apter all co wound us, The frays, the trains , the incite- 
meats,. the opportunity, the occaſions of offence; the lures and remp- 
tings from abroad, and the bulinefles and accidents of Life, deny us 
any ſafety, bur what we have from the favour of protettive Providence. 
Beſides,Prayer does ſacre all our Atoms} Tis the priming of the Soul, 
that laying us in the Oil of Grace preſerves us from-rtt.e worm and wea- 
ther. When the mind in the 929r ning opens to'God: 45 rhe eye to the 
Suns cleer light , by the Radiance of the divine beams we become 
enlightned inwardly all che day. He is {fed in Gods ſervice and pro- 
reftion, that makes 1t his firſt workto be inrolled by prayer under tHe 
{tandard -of the _dlrmighry. It was ftrom:hence ſure', 'that Devotion 
ſprung of; Cariſtians crothng themſelves ar-cheir entting upon buſt- 
neſs. All thriving States have ever ſattghtithe Godg'ihirheir firſt infan- 


well ſeaſorw'd,” tis likely thar his 4ge may anſwerir, and be progreſſive 
in the path of Yirexe : To live well every day is;the greateſt ahd nioft 


Heathen never ventur'd. withournheir ſeeking firſt ſuch Deitieas they 
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Nothing's well done 
But what at firſt is with the Gods begun. 


He carries an aſſiſtant Angel with him for his help that begs his 
Benegiftion from above ; and, without ir, he is lame ind unarmed, 
Ve do not find that SauPs devotion ever was ſuperlative , yet, he was 
troubled for fear the Philiſtimes ſhould catch him before he had aid | 
his prayers, 1 Sam. 13, 12. And becauſe he had negleQted this he ſtum- 

bled up an offering , «thinking that way to ſupply ir. He that com- 
mwences with heaven, gocs outin all a catephrc#, Burit any thing hap- 
[pen ill, he walks upon his own hearts checque, it God were not ta- 
ken along. 


LX 
To beware of being ſurprized. 


S ſodain Paſſions are moſt violent ; ſo ſodain occaſion! of fin, are | 
moſt dangerows, They are traps that carch us while we think | 
ware ſecure ;, while we think we are born aloft, and apprehend no 
hazzard, the failing floor links under us, and with it we deſcend to 
ruine. There is a proflernation in aſſanlts unlookt for. When Ceſars 
friends were ſtabbing him, his Robe did hide bis face, while he lay | 
down to dic. Amazement quailsthe heart, till it becomes with the 
preſs of its own vitals, drown'd ; when the ſexſes are ſer upon by #n- | 
| thoug ht- of objedts, Reaſon wants time to Call a council ro determine how 
to refiſt the aſſault. He that thinks not of a buſineſs, and is o'th'ſodain 
call'd upon, 1s as to that aſleep, and ar firſt waking ſtarts, but knows | 
not where, nor yet with whom, he is. Surely he is a wiſe mar that is] 
not caught by the ſodainneſs of wnlookt for accidents. Like darted lights | 
that ſwiftly break upon us, they 6/in4 our weakned fight , and art beſt 
they leave us bur to charce, whether we (hall come of with gloryor 
with ſhame. Alexander clouded his three great Yiftories , with the 
raih and violent r#ize of his three chict friends. Ulyſſes had the re- 
puration of being crafty as well as wiſe; yet, by the ſodainneſs of Pals- 
medes laying his Son in the furrow , where he was madly ſowing Salt, 
he diſcovered himſelf to be ſober, that would have appear'd diſtratted. 
And he that could ſmooth over the crofleſt chances of Humanity, and 
bear them with a Noble Fortitude, and by the ſleekneſs of his temper, 
wind himſelf beyond the common reach ; was yet by the unexpe&- 
ed death of, a Dog that he lov'd, put to more tronble, and ſhewed 
more weakneſs, than cither other weightier matters could impoſe, 
or than befitted a wiſe man to be taken wich. Like Gunpowder 
in a lock, it blows open all our wards, it raſhes ope the curtain of 
the mind. As a fed Petarr when the City is walled about, this 
gives an entrance through the ſhatter'd gates. VVhen Phryne knew 
not how to be ſure of Praxizeles his beſt piece of Limming, which | 
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he (in Love) had promilcd her ; ſhe makes one, breathleſs, co bring] Cen. 11; 
him news that with a ſodain violent fire, his houſe was almoſt burn'd | .S WY. | 
down. Ar which he cries out preſently, Is (pid and the Satyre ſav'd? 
by whichſhe knew, that was the beſt, then told him, all was wel), 
but Cupid and the Satyre hirs. Ve ſce, Love that is kindled at firſt fghr, 
hath oft an eager fiercexeſs with it;beyond that which is leiſurely builr 

[up by time and converſation.” Tis Lightning melts the Sword,waich elle 
is proof *gainlt all the ſtroaks of the hand upon the Anvil. Surely Jos 
conſidered how apt he might be to be ſwrpris'd, when he made that Co- | 
venant with his eyes againſt beanty. For want of which, David was | 
catch'd by the accidental ſeeing of but Bathſheba bathe ar a diſtance.” Tis 
oft the booty that makes the nn-intending thief; tor that firlt ſteals the 
'man, before the man ſteals it. Opportunity creates a (inner ; at leaſt, it 
calls him out to a& ; and, like the warming Sun, invites the (leepin 
Serpent from his holes, We are like Flax thar's dreſs'd,and dry'd, an 
kemm'd ; if the leaſt ſpark but fall upon us, we cannot chule but burn. 
And though the Pelagiars of old, would underſtand our praying ag ainſt 
temptation, but a defire to be protetied from the accidents a. SE 
of humane life 3 yet, doubtleſs, our Saviour knowing the proneneſs oi 
our nature to ſin, and how calily we were to be ſurpriſed,and how hard- 
1y we could eſcape, it once #emprations did bur glance upon us; taught 
us to pray,that we might not come into temptation , leſt by it, we ſhould 
be overcome and perith, Who commits himſelt ro the Sea, is every 
minute waving towards death; and ſodein guſts indanger more the 
Veſſel, than the conſtant gale that drives the Bark before ir, Like Acute 
diſeaſes, they ſooner dettroy life, than the leiſurcly progreiſions of a 
long collecting ſickneſs. Ir is one of the weightieſt, and moſt marcrial 
parts of Prudence,to prepare and arm our ſelves to encounter Accidents. 
wit as well as Wiſdom is required to this buſineſs ; for, a man ſurpriſed, | 
is even in 7eſox more than half beaten ; being taken at a diſadvantage, 

from which he hath no way to ex-intricate himſelf, but by the dex- | 
trouſneſs of his ingenuity, Tis 2 fright that ſhrinks the ſoul into a cor- 
ner,out of which it dares not peep ro look abroad for help ; ſo in ſtead 
of a Remedy it runs to deſpair. The unexpected fight of flying Thys- 
be's garments, without examining, partcd both the Lovers to a& their 
own ſad Tragedics. Had not the richneſs of the Babyloniſh garment, 

and the weignty wedge of gold rempred rhe inclining Achaz , he had " 
not been feduced to trouble 1ſracl. *Twas Dinah's itch to ſee new ta- 
ſhions, thar-expoſled her to a Raviſhment, To avoidoccaſions , and to 
be above accidents, 15 one of the greateſt maſteries of Man. How like 
naked beggars we ſce the weak ſoul skip under the laſh of every ſo-! 
dain dyſaitery. while the Magnanimous and compoſed mind, by pre- 
paring and forcthinking, mcerts nothing new to #1 him to amaze- 
ment? le that foreſces an Lnconveniepce, though he cannot always a-| 
| void itz; yet he may be cyer fitted to bear it better. If we caſt before | 

Jhand,we may avoid being put to the attcr-Game, And the edge of the: 

evil is abated, it we but (ce the Bow that is bent againſt us, | 
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| wherein to be ſo. And, indeed, without knowledge 'tis impoſſible to 
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LX1I. 4 
Of Improving by good Examples. | 


Here is'no man, but for his ow# intereſt, hath an obligation to be | 
Honeſt. There may be ſometimes remprations to be otherwile ; | 
bur, all Cards caſt up, he ſhall find ir the grcateſt caſe , the higheſt 
profir, the belt pleaſure, the moſt ſafery, and the Nobleſt Fame, tro 
hold the horns of this Altar, which, in all aflays, can in himſelf pro- 
tet him. And though in the march of humane lite, over the Stage of 
this world, a man ſhall find preſented ſometimes examples of thriving 
Vice, and ſeveral opportunitics to invite him upon a ſeeming 4dves- 
tage to cloſe with unhandſome praftices : yer, every man ought ſo 
to improve his progreſs in what 1s juſt oe —_ to be able to diſcern 
the frand and fained pleaſurableneſs of the bad, and to chule and tol- 
low what is good and warrantable. If any man ſhall obje&t, thar the 
world is far more bad than good, ſo that the good man ſhall be ſure ro 
be over powred by the ew:/ : the caſe is long fince reſolved by An- 
tiſthenes, That *tis better with a few good men, to fight againſt an Army 
of bad ; than with ſwarms and ſhoals of bad men, to have a few good 
men his Enemies, And ſurcly this was it which raiſed up David to | 
that bravery of ſpirit which made him profeſs, That though an Hoſt | 
were pitched againſt him, yet ſhould net his heart be afraid. He that is | 
intirely and genuinely Honeſt, is the figure and repreſentation of the Det-. 
ty, which will draw down a Protettion vpon tt againſt all the znjuries. 
of any that ſhall dare to abuſe ir, There 1s a kind of 7 aliſmanical' in- | 
fluence in the ſou! of ſuch. A more immediate impreſs of the Divinity | 
is printed on the ſpirits of theſe, than all che {cattered Heard of looſer 
minds are capable of. The rays of heaven do more perpendicnlarly 
{trike upon the minds of theſe, wiereby they have both afſimtlation to 
Gel, propenſity to good, and defence againſt injury. And it not only ob- 
ligeth men not to do wrong ; but, to make amends if wrong be done : 
2nd to diſperſe with benefits to our ſelves , it in the leaft' they ſhall! 
bring detriment to others. So that a man ought not only to. reſtore what 
is unduly gotten, or unawarcs let ſlip by others ; bur to ſeek out how! 
wc may do right. Thus if I find a Treaſure,and know not him that Joſt | 
it, I owe my endeavour to ſearch and find him out , that it may be. 
again reſtor'd, Ir is truly ſaid by St. Auguſtine, Quod inveniſti & mon! 
redaidiſti, rapuiſti. He ſteals the thing he finds, that labours not ro re- 
tore it. It he does notreſtore it, *tis cnough, that he does not do it, | 
only bccauſe he cannot. ; | 
| And althoughno man be priviledged to ſwerve from whar is Honeſt ; | 
yet, ſome men have, by much, more ob/igation to be ſo than onhers., 
They have taſted of higher diſpenſations, been more deterred by" Fude- 
ments, more gained upon by Mercies, or are illuminated with more 
radiant knowledge , whereby they better underſtand than others, 
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be a light ſo dimly burning, that it hardly ſhews him to ſee cleatly all 
the cobwebs and foul corners in his affairs : Yet ignorance 1s an pacous 
thing, and if not a fetal darkneſs, yer ſuch an eclipſe, as makes us apt ro 


ſtumble, and puts us to grope out our Way. 
And beſides all theſe, x 


brought nearer, warmes their conſcience more, And not only would 
be evidence and conviction againſt them if rhey did wrong, bur firs 
them up to do righe. | 

And truly, I hall not bluſh to tell my Reader, that in the Number 
of theſe, I look upon my ſelt as concern'd. Should I fail of being Ho- 
neſt, when advantage ſhould be in my hand, I ſhould not only be ap- 
braided but condemmed by two eſpecial paſlages that happened to my 
ſelf ; which for the Rarity may begert my pardon, thart here I ſet them 
down to be known. One was : 

An unknown Porter brings to me, to my Lodging, A Box ſeald up, 
and on the outſide directed ro my ſelf. I enquired from whom he had it: 
He told me A Gentleman that was a ftranger to him, and whoſe Name 


or refidence he knew not, gave it him in the fireet, and gave him 6. 4. to 
deliver it ſafely; which now he had done,and having diſcharged his part, 
he could give me no further account. I opened the Box, where the firſt 
thing I mer with was a Note written in a hand I knew not,without any 
Name ſubſcribed, in theſe very following words : 


Mr. Owen Feltham,1t was my hap in ſome dealing with you to wrong 
you of frve pounds, which I do now repay double, humbly intreat- 
ing you to forgive me that great wrong, and to pray the Lord to 
forgive me thu, and the reſt of my ſuns. 


| And under this Note,folded in another Paper in the ſame Box,were 
'T eu Twenty-ſbilling-pieces in Gold. I cannor call co mind : ;that ever 1 
,was deccived of ſuch a ſum as 5. /. in any kind of dealing, nor to this 
/hour can I ſo much as gueſs at the perſon from whom it came. Bur I 


|believe, he did it to disburthen a Conſcience. And ſurely, it I knew | 


(him, I ſhould return him an eſteem ſuirable ro the merit of ſo pious 
,an ation. And (ince he would nor let mt know his Name to value him 
as he deſerv'd, I have preſuni'd ro recite the thing, that others trom 
the ſcnſc of it may learn to be hoxeſt and himſelf reap the benefit, that 
may happen by ſo good an example. 

This perhaps might be from ſome one, that not only profefied, but 
| practiſed Piety,and the rules of boxeſt Living. And though I could not 
[expect ſo much ſhould befound among thoſe that pretend not ſo high 
in Religion; yet, to ſhew,that even in looſer Callings,and as well now, 
as in our Saviotrs time,ſome (reckoned among Publicans and Sinners) 
may go to Heaven before the caprious and the critical Cenſoriſt ; (It 
we ſhall judge by exterior demeanor,as the Rule that's given us;I ſhall 
beg leave ro give my Reader this ſecond Story,which was thus. 


ere are ſome that have more reeſox to be | 
Honeſt than others, as having found dealings from others, thar, like fire | 
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underſtand wherein to do right. Though che beſt knowleg a man hath, | CENT: 1. 
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CENT. Il.'] Going with ſome Gentlewomen to a Play at Salisbury Court, I caſt 
LWYD linto the Worhans Box who fare at the Dore to receive the Pay ( as 1 
chought) ſo many ſhillings as we were perſons in number; ſo we paſs'd 
away, went in, and ſate out the Play. Returning out the ſame way,the 
Woman that held the Box as we went in, was there again, as we went 
out ; neither I, nor any of my company knew her, or ſhe us ; but, as 
ſhe had obſerved us gorng in, ſne addretles to me, and ſays, Sir, Do you | 
remember what Mony you gave me when you went in? Sure ((aid 1), «| 
[ take it, Igave you twelve pence a piece for my ſelf , and theſe of my 
Company. CA) Sir (replics ihe) that you did, and ſpmething more ;, for 
here s an Eleven (hilling Piece of Gold that you. gave me in ſtead of a 
a Shilling ; and if you pleaſe togive me twelve pence for it, tis as much 
4s I can demand. Here had been, if the woman had beeri ſo minded 
(though a little) yer a ſecureprize. But, as many do probably conje- 
ure, that Zacheus, who made Reſtitution to the ſhame of the obdu- 
rate Fews, was a Gentile as well as a Pablican : So this, from one of a 
Calling, in diſ-repute, and ſuſpe&ed, may not only inſtru the more 
precile of Garb, and form of Hoxefty, bur ſhew us thar in' any Yocation, | 
a man may take occaſion ro be jſt and faithful. And let no man won» 
der, that a perſon thus dealt withal, and leflor'd into his duty by the | 
PraCtice of others to him ; joyn'd with his other obligations. to good- 
neſs ; be hereby prevaild upon to a.greater care of his own Uprightneſs 
and /mtegrity, than perhaps withour finding theſe, might have been. I 
will not have the vanity,to fay, Theſe paflages bave rendred me better : 
Nor am I aſhamed to confeſs, that I have ſometime remembred. them | 
with prefix. Surc I am, they ought not to looſe their Influence, nor to | 
paſs unheeded ; when they ſhall refle& on our ſelves. He that means | 
to be a good Limmer , will be ſure to draw after th.c moſt excc!lent| 
Copics, and guideevery ſtroke ot his Pencil by the better pattern that 
he lays beforc him : So, he thar defires that the Table of his Life may. 
be fair, will te careful to propoſe the beſt Examples ; and will never. 
bc content, tiil he equals, orexcels them. | 
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Here is a Civ4l Hatred, when men in general deteſt whatſoever is 
Fice. Andthe Prophet David ſpeaking of the wicked, ſays, He 
hated themwith & perfett hatred ; toſhew us, that Hatred is then Per- 
feft, when the Obje& is only Si. For we ought not as 2 Creature to 
hate any thing that God hath made. Allthathe ftram'd was good, ex- 
cellently good, and merited borh /ove and admiration. But Sin and Vice, 
being things that God never created, we ought to abandon and abhor 
themas being derogatory to his Glory and Wiſdom, and deſtruQive 
tothe being of that which he was pleas'd to make for the ſatisfaQion of 
his own free will and pleaſure, And hitherto hatred is good. But of hate, 
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as|a Yice,cicher in ourſelves towards others,or trom others to us,there 
is reaſon to be careful, that, even with both hands, we thruſt them 
both away. Hatred in our ſelves againſt others,is bur perpetuated and 
[long-liv'd 4zger, which ought never to laſt longer than the —_— 
Sun ; but continued, like heady Wine, it intoxicates the Brain an 
Senſes. He that nouriſhes Hate in himſelt againſt any other perſon 
whatſoever,ſows weeds in his own Garden,that will quickly choke thoſe 
Flowers,that elſe he might take pleaſure in, Ar firſt,ic does bur fimper, 
yet cime will boil it up to height and rage. As Piſmires rowards Au- 
guſt, though they did bur creep before, yer, now they will begin to fly. 
The beginning tor the moſt part is but mean and poor; yet, 'cis fire, 
and from a ſhaving, or neglected ruſh, ir calily can ſomerimes whole 
Cities turn to Cinders, The Feuds of Families bubbled up at firſt from 
little weeping Springs, that any child with eaſe might trample over, 
that ſhew'd all clear, and ſeem'd to tell no danger : bur gathering as 
they creep and curl about, they riſe ro Rzvers paſt our foording over. 
Timon,that at firſt allow'd himſelf to hate bur only bad, grew at laſt, to 
| hate whatever he found was Map. "Tis Exvies Eldeſt Daughter, that, 
beſides being Coheir with 7»ſa/tation upon Adverſity, troubled at Pro- 
ſperity,Back-biting and loud-tongued Detrad#ion ; inherits all the mil- 
chief thar can ariſe from Malice. No man drench't in Hete,can promiſe 
ro himſelf the candidneſs of an upright Fudge ; his hate will partialize 
his Opizion, He that is known to Late a man, ſhall never be believed 
in ſpeaking of him : no, in neither #ruth, nor fa/ſhood. If he ſpeak well, 
he ſhall be thought to difſemble z if ill, it will be, taken as from awake, 
and the prejudice that he 1s byaſs't with. So, while he carrics the hears 
of a Murtherer,he ſhall be ſure to have the fate of a Lyar:not to be be- 
liewd, though he does ſpeak whar is tre. 

And though this in our ſclves be farally cnough deſtruQive, yet, 'tis 
much more dangerous when it flies upon us from others, A Vife man 
will be wary of purchaſing the haze ot any. Thoſe which Prudence might 
make his Guard, as Cadmw his Teeth he ſows into Serpents, thar lic in 
ar ro ſting. Againft the Hatred of a Mulcitude there is no fence, bur, 
what muſt come by Miracle. Nor Wealth, nor Wir, nor Bands: of 
armed men, can keep them ſafe, that have made themſelves the hate of 
an inraged multitude. *Tis Thunder, Lightning, Storm and Hail, coge- 
ther. How many imperial Heads did the Populacy of the Romans tread 
upon ? Ler no man ſlight the ſcorms and hate of the people. When 'tis 
unjuit, *ris a of, bur, when'tis juſt, a Dragon, Though the Tyrant 


— 


member, they have matiy hands, while he hath but one zeck only. If 
he, being ſingle, be dangerous to many ; thoſe many will to him alone 
be dangerous in their hte. The Sands of 4frica, though they be bur 
barren duſt, and lightneſs; yer, anger'd by the Winds,they bury both 
the Horſe and Travailer alive. With:any weapon that comes next, it 


ſcared high, does think he may contemn their »walice : yer, he may re- | 


can both fight and kill. Quem qwiſque oait, Periiſſe expetit ; His hated 
Ememy ne expects ſhould periſh. And when he hath neither wealth nor 
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ſtrength, he watches Occaſion, and attends both Time and Fortune. 
There be four things that more particularly do generate Hate ; Praae, i 
Covetouſneſs, Perfidionſneſs, and Cruelty. 

The proud man is the ſubject of contempr. And 'tis no wonder to! 
find Man againſt him ; when we find upon Record,that God doth re- 
fiſt him. Pride is the eldeſt of the ſeven deadly Sins : And becaule, thar 
would domineer over all, 'tis juſt, that all ſhould ſeck ro pull it down. 
If it did caſt Angels out of Heaven from Earth, it well may throw of- 
fending Mar, The proud Man would have us believe him to be a God; 
he would rule all , he would be thought to excell all : he would be 
Papal, and Infallible , when others know him to be ſhort of a Man, a 
Bond-man to ſome pitiful luſt, and quite miſlead and erring. And*tis 
for this, That though ſome out of fear, or intereſt, may bow to him z 
yet, the generous and wiſe moſt «bhoy ro have him their Ruler,that can- 
not rule himſelf : Ulſually,though he be high, he is barren. Like Mount 
Gilboa, he has neither dew nor rain. As to Sejanme his Goddeſs, For-. 
tune, we offer Incenſe and Perfumes, till we find ſhe turns away , and 
then (as he) we kick her, and break her to pieces. Even Heaven, to 
proxd ones, does deny its Influence, Let no man therefore think to get 
to Heaven and ſtability by that, with which the Angels there could 
not be permitted to ſtay. | 
Secondly,Covetouſneſs.This is ſo greedy to catch at all, that it pulls 
even hate along. A ſordidneſs ſo cleaves to it, that diſdain and ſcorr at- 
tends it. 'Tis the inlet of thoſe fins, that grate, and ſcratch, and gall, 
Thefts, Rapes, and Plunders, Perjuries, and oppreiſive Murthers ; and 
makes a man not only a Thief, but a Jaylor roo : For , whatever the 
Covetors catches,he keeps it up a Priſoner ; ſo that neither himſelf will, 
nor any other can make uſe of it, Hatred is as properly due to the Co- 
vetrors, as Aﬀeion to the Bountiful. And we may as well /ove the Rat 
that drags our Evidence into his hole, and cats it, as we may the cra- 
Ving and YAPAacions _—_ He empties all the veins, and ſucks the hearts 
life-bloud ;tor,he drains away Money and that, the oldComedientels us, 
Anima et ſanguis eſt Mortalibus , "Fs the common Peoples Soul. The 
enjoyment of Propriety, 1s that which preſerves men in peace ; bur, he 
tE.at 74pizes upon that, as a Robber, (hall find Swords and Staves taken 
up againſt him to defend it. Seprimmins Severws had not venturd to march 
to Rome, in queſt of the Empire ; if he had not known his Souldiers all 
paid, and Fu/tanus hated of the people for his Covetouſneſs. Marcus Craf- 
ſua being a Roman General, had ne're been us'd ſo hardly by the Pary- 
thians , as to have melted Gold pour'd:down his Throat, if his Ava- 


rice and Repine turning the publick calamities to his private benefit had | 
not made him Hated. 


Poſſideat quantum rapuit Nero, Montibus Aurum 
Exequet, nec amet quenquam, nec ametur ab ullo, 


Gold more than «Mountains , or then Nero ſeiz'd, 


Can never make him pleaſing, or well pleas'd, 


all Mankind. For evcry one is concern'd, that a Traytor and an impoſtor 
| be baniſhed out of the world ; for, he that premeditately cozexs one , 
does not cozep all, bur only, becauſe he cannot. And , when a Man 


will avoid him as a Trap rhart isſertonly to give Wounds and Death. 
As with a Jadith Horſe, it we will be ſafe, we muſt be ſure not to 
' come within the reach of his heels : who is it that will not hate him, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


[not aware of enher his Wayor his Time, which makes us lleep as it 
| were in Armoar guarded about with bars againſt him, and with maſtiffs 
[to deſtroy him. 


| 


Fathers pardon,and knowthe Gods do not alwaies p#riſb to the height. 


of, Quidam werſantur in dolis , & eis qualibet adverſantur. Every 


| was baniſht from among them. Deceipt is a Thief in the night, which 


he be put to expzate every offence with the extremity of Punihment,he 


that knock together, fre flics from both. No man can love his Tormen- 
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A third and main procurer of Hate, is Falſhood and is : 
'Tis the higheſt Cheat in Humanity, A deceived Traſt- exaſperates at- 
feion into angExemy, and cancels all the Bonds of Nature- VVhen we 
proſecute a deceivey and a wiolatoy of Faith, we undertake the cauſe of 


grows once to be noted for a perſon of fa/ſhwod,and a Fug ler,every man 


with-whom it is not ſafe tolive ? If a man be once a Fox, he ows his 
preſervation to his craft,but nothing to the good will of his zeighbenrs. 
He comes then to be in the Catalogue of thoſe,that Peter Ramms (peaks 


thing is enemy to him that is deceitful. Panſanias was but ſuſpeRed to 
betray Lyſander in the battail : and the people would not reſt till he 


ſteals upon us in the dark, when we think our ſelves ſecure , and are 


The next Monſter that calls up Hate againſt us, is Creelty ; which e- 
ver is uſher'd on with ſeverity and rigor. Man isa frail thing and ſhould 


muſt have many lives, or clſe have his Tormerts endleſs. We expect a| 


He that hath not mercy to mitigate Correttion, excludes himſelf from 
favour when he fails. To be alwaies ſtri& and {crupulous is not comver- 
ſation for man ; It preſently deſcends him into craelty , which makes 
him as a wild beaſt hunn'd, He thar cannor kill him, will avoid him 
it he can: *Tis not in Nature that cver he ſhould be lov'd. 'Tis with 
cruelty as *tis with choler. It is kindled with meeting it's like : as flirts 


tor, or him that would deſtroy his being. Ferinaiſta rabies eſt, ſanguine 
gaudere et vulneribus,et ,abjetto hominegzn ſylveſtre animal tranfire. That 
rage is wholly beſtial-thart ſmacks the lips wich bloud and bleeding 
wounds,and caſting o# Humanity he paſles into fierce and ſavage. Nero, 
Caligula, Vitellms, and many more, attord us ſad examples of the end of 
cruelty : and above all,the unfortunate Anaronicus;who mer with more 
by the torrent of a popular hare than one would think humanity could 
either ſuffer or inveat ; All things that men mer with, were inſtru- 
ments of fury, and every Boy and Girle became an © xecutioner, 

To prevent the hate of others, is, not to love our ſelves roo much. 
He that does fo, becomes unrival'd in affteftion, and art laſt does 
love alone whart all men elſe do hate. The belt is, not to prefer our pri- 
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| vate before a gencrality ; and rather to paſs over trivials,than be angry 
Pp 2 : at 


| 


| 
| 
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. jat puxitilios.He that minds his own with moderation,and but ſeldome ' 
intrudes on the concernments of others, ſhall ſurely find leſs cauſe ro. 
lhate, or to be hated 5 and may at laſt come to live like the Adony of | 
Ithe ſea, that eAf1ian ſpeaks of,in peric& tranquillity among all the ra- 

pACIAus fiſhes of the Ocear. | 
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LXIII. 
Of hardneſs of Eleart. 


His is not ſo much when a man is careleſs and unſenſible of a- ! 
nothers condition, as when a man by the praQtice and cuſtom | 
of fin is grown obdurate , and ſcar'd up ſo, as nothing can work upon | 
him to mollifie him that he may be medicinable. Origen gives ahand-| 
ſome Character of it,Cor durum eſt,cum mens humana welut cera, frigore 

iniguitatis obftritta, fig naculum 1maginis divine non recipit ; Then is the 

hart hardned when the mind of man like wax becomes fo petrifi'd with 

the cold benummings of (in, that the imprefſion of the Divine image 

cannot be made in it, So that other ſinners are paſſing on the way, bur 
the hard-hearted is come within the confines of a final deſtrucion. He | 
not only marches faſt fron God, bur he builds a wall at his back , | 
that he cannot retire to the Camp where he might be ſafe. He 
is paſf'd over the Sea of 1iquity ; and then, as the Prince of Orange at 
the battail of Newporr, he ſends away the ſhipping , that he may not 


have amind to return. He puts himſclf out of the power of peeſeeions 


like 8 ftubborn metall, once ill caſt, he leaves ne way to be mended | 
but by breaking : ſo much he is his own dire Ezemy, that without al 
Rape upon him he will not find Salvation. Tis not the diſtilling ſhowr 
nor the gently fanning air, northe ruftling wind, nor the rowling Thun- | 
der, that can work upon him. *Tis only Lightning that can pierce the 
pores and melt the ſtecled heart within the ſcabbard, that muſt cither| 
doe the buſineſs or leave him quite undone for ever, For whatſoever | 
happens to him tomend him, makes him worle. | 
Adverſity, that is the Academy of Lite to inſtru& and breed up man | 
in all the waics of Yirtue and Knowledge, to him it's bur like the Gaol| 
where he learns to ſpift and cheat, ti]l ar laſt he grows incorrigible and 
deſperate. Proſperity funs him to a harder temper. Elation leads in| 
diſdain , which ſpurns away the hand that offers bur to lift him vp. 
Benefits {c1dom fink into ebaurate minds ; They take them to be Duty 
in others, but zzeri# and deſert in themſelves. *Tis the ſoft and gentle 
Nature that is ſooneſt taken with a courteſie, there it ſinks as cfſence 
does in cotton till all becomes a Fragrancy ; And therefore as 
, they are moſt unhappy to themſelves inthe end, ſo they are worſe for 
others to converſe with in the way. For as nothing but compulſion can 
make them be idurable, ſo *tis not a little trouble to the inge- 
nious to be put upon waies of conſtraint. The generous nature likes 
himſelt then the worſt, when he mult appear a pedagogue with a Rod 
or Ferula even in bis hand, the good inclination is ſooneſt won by 
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fair and civil dealings. Bur 4/1 diſpfiotions being led by paſſion and a 


chey much the bcrter by puniſpment or faring worſe. The unruly horſe 
that's ſpurr'd is more lo tor his ſpurring. Like the ſteel both by fre 
and water too,it is h1rdned; Pharaoh was not better'd by all the plagues 
brought over him. Nor were the Fews by his example mended ei- 
ther 1n the radiance of the Goſpel, or the raging of their ſedition in 
Jeruſalem. Neither was their obduration, or their obcecation lels. Judg- 
ments that are the #errovrs and the turners of the ſeduced Soul , that 
hath but humanity in ir ; upon the obſtinate they do not work at all. 
Eicher they reverberate them back before they pierce ; as a wall of 
{tcel does a blunr-headed arrow ; or if they do perhaps a little while 
nd entrance , like the Elephant with the Coxvulſion of his nerves, 
and his bodzes contrattion, he caits out the ſhaft that ſticks within him: 
ſo he cloſes in his own (orruption, which elſe might find vent at the 
wounds. *Tis a fatal Notion under which the Apoſtle renders ir, The 
hardneſs of thy Heart that cannot repent. As if by a Barr put upon it, 
pit were (calcd up to rune. Heis chaind and pinniond and prepar'd 
tor Executioz, that he cannot repert. Tis like being born a fool. VWhen 
Nature has doont'd him among the #xcapaciows and filly, "tis not in 
the power of corredtion or inſtruction, or in all the arts, to cure him, 
The peſtc] and the morter cannotdo it, nor can the herdned Soul 
by any thing be mollify'd, being indeed fit only for deſtrutiown, He is 
neirher meer to govern, nor to be govern'd by others. As Rome when 
linking to confuſion, xec libertatem, nec ſervitutem poteſt tolerare. Nci- 
ther Obedience or Commands can be indur'd or manag'd. And this 
does calily come to paſſe when men are once habituated in Vice, As 
conſtant labour ſcars the painful hand to hardned brawn, and a callow 
inſenſibility : (o the continued practice of Vice does hinder the minds 
clear ſenſe, and leaves it in a way izcorrigible, Deſinit eſſe remedio bo- 
cus, ubi, que fuerant vitia, mores fiant , When Vices habit themſelves 
into cuſtome and manners, there then wants room to take in what 
ſhould Remedy. It trailty therefore caſts us into Vice, ler no mans 
obſtinacy lo faſten the nail in his Sor, that it cannot without tearing 
all in pieces,be pulPd our, He that commits an errour does too much: 
bur he thar perſiſts in it, grows an Heretique, ſhuts himſelf out of the 
Verge of the Church ; ſo is not qualified to claim ſaluation. 


| . LX Iv. 
Of Revenge. 


T2 is no man that ſeeks Revenge, but*cis becauſe he conceives 
he hath had #jwry done him. And though there be a ſeeming 
Juſtice in the requizal ; yer, for the moſt part it is done by doing inju- 
ry to him that firſt offered it tous ; which in the a&or cannot bur be 
evil, {ince to offer #1jury, upon any ſcore, is #njuft. Anothers doing in- 
jury to me, cannot /egitimate my doing wrong to him. So though it be 


a 
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ſenſual appetite grow dangerous when not awcd by Force, nor yer arc | <AVWNY : 
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a thing both eaſie and uſual, and, as the world thinks , ſavouring| of 
ſome Nobleneſs, to repay a wrong with wrong : Yet Religion ſpeaks the 
contrary, and tels us, * Tis better to xeglect it than requite it. When 
wrong is done us, that which we have to do, is to remove it, Ve are 
not commiſſion'd to retur# it ; But doing wreng again, does no way do 
the thing : What will it eaſe me when 1 am vex?, that I may wex a- 
nother > Can anothers ſuffering pary, take off from my own ſmart? 'Tis 
bur a purer folly to make another weep, becauſe I have that which 
grieves me- Nay well examin'd, 'tis a kind of Frenzy, and ſomethin | 
Irrational, becauſe another hath done us a miſchief, therefore we wil 
hurt our ſelves, that fruitle(ly we may do him oye ; perhaps it may be 
it was from hence,that Poets feign'd,that Nemeſis was by Jupiter tran- 
form'd into a Gooſe, a filly Creature, to ſer out unto us the folly of Re- 
vexee ; for, atbeſt, tis in us, but returning eviltor evil; and that, in 
the favourableſt appellation, we cannot call leſs then frazlty, which is 
indeed an 12quiration. Suppoſe a mad Dog bites me, ſhall I be mad and 
bite that Dog again ? If I do ki him, *tis not ſo much ro help my ſelf, 
as *ris to keep others from harm. My intereſt is to ſeeka preſent Reme- 
dy, while purſuing the Cur, I may at once both loſe my Wit and my 
Cure. Ifa Waſpſting me, I purſue not the winged Inſe& , through 
the air, but ſtreight apply to draw the venom forth. 

And, in Revenge, though the razcorr, ſhould be zolerable ; yet the 
uſurpation never can be juſtified, The right of wexgeance reſts in God a- 
lone, and he that takes it out of his hand, he ſo tar does dethrone him, 
as to put himſelf in his place. And while we throw a petty vengeance 
on the head of our offending brother, we boldly pull the Almightics on 
our own.The mind of man in peace and calm-warm Charty, is the Tem- 
ple and the Palace ofthe Holy Ghoſt ; but, Revenge is a raging flame 
that burns this Houſe of God in the Land, Like Heroſftratas, he gains 
but a miſtaken and polluted fame , thar burns this ſtately Structure 
of the Goddeſs. Through his own ſwell'd heart, he ſtrikes a fla- 
ming ſword , that he may , to plcaſe his malice, but pierce his 
enemies garment. Diogenes, ſure, was much in the righter way , 
| when to one that ask'd him, How he might take the beſt Revenge of 

his Enemy > his anſwer was, By ſhewing himſelf an honeſt and uprizht 
man. St. Auguſtine yet goes further, and lays, The revengeful man | 
makes himſelf the Fudge , and God his Executioner ; and, when he 
wiſhes God to plague that wicked Enemy of his : 'Tis juſt with God 
to ask which wicked one he mcans, ſince both the beſ# is bad, and 
Revenge it (elf is Injury. Nor is it only againſt the laws of Divint- 
ty, bur againſt the laws of Reaſon ; for a man in his eowz concern, to 
make himſeIf Fudge, and Accuſer, and Executioner too. *Tis like our 
late miſnam'd High (ourt of Fuſtice, to which the Zoyal and the No- 
ble , the Hoxeſt and the Brave were violenc'd by Ambition and Malice, 
and ſacrificed to the Demons of miſguided Rage and Paſſion. Surely, 
the beſt return of zzjury is to dogood, the next is to overlook it as| | 
a thing below us. It it be 2z5ury, our revenge is in the Adtors' 
boſome 
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boſome ; Whar need we do that which his own mind within him will 
do for us ? If it be not injury, we ought nor then to be angry at all : fo 
if we have a diſpoſition to do a diſplcaſure , upon our ſelves the Re- 
vege is to be praQiz'd, for that we have let our paſſion boyt beyond the 
zemper thar it oughr to hold, *Twas a high Imperial a in Comrade the 
firſt, who having had aſharp war with Heyry Duke of Saxony , and 
having had his Army by him newly overthrown, and his Brother bea- 
ten out of the field ; yet being ſick, and believing he ſhould ſhortly die, 
he ſends for all the the Princes of the Empire , and there, though his 
Brother were ſtill alive, he recommends to *em this his Enemy,as rhe 
fitteſt manto rule the Empire after him, Thus we ſee, great minds do 
ſometimes light on Actions ſuitable, and learn by commanding others 
at laſt to command themſelves in the hight of ſeerhing bloud, to rhe 
wonder and inſtructing, by example, ſuch as God hath ſer xo come al- 
ter : and to ſhew us,that as in Godyſo in thoſe thar in their power draw 
neareſt to him ; there is a Greatneſs greater than Revenge, while mea- 


ner and lefler Powers are wholly ſwallowed by it, It ſhews our want 
kind of things they be,we may learn from Martial friend that they are, 


—— Indo, quorum precordia nullts 

Interdum aut levibus videas flagramtia canſis: 
Quantulacunq, ade eft eccaſio, ſuffueit Ire. 
Chryſippus non dicit idem, nec mite Thaletis 
Ingenium; dulciq;, Senex vicinus Hymetto, 
Qui partem accepte ſava inter wincla cicute 
Accuſatort nollet dare. 


Unletter'd ſouls, whoſe glowing hearts will hiſs 
With zothing, or what next to nothing 15: 

Each petty chance for paſſion ſhall ſuffice. 
Though ſo (hyſippmetaaght not, nor the wiſe 
Cool Thales : nor old. Sverates,who would 

In chains not part his Hemlock to the bold 
Acculer *gainſt his life —— 


If ever Revenge be fit to be taken, it is whenall our peſſions are be- 
cala'd;and then 'tis buc as Phyſick to be us'd more to prevent a future 


we know not when. torecoyl. A ſingle child may fire a populous 


of ſtrength, when we let this P«ſſiow Maſter us. If we would ſee what | 


fir, than ſatisfie our craving appetite. All Revenge is a kind of War, 
and any caſte Peace i.3 to be put before it;for,when we are once ingag's Y 
ity, 


when all the wiſe: men in it may perhaps be pos'd to quench ir. If we 
conſider rightly ; for the moſt part, the Remedy is beyond the Diſeaſe ; 
and *tis not a veiſe mans part, tochuſe what is moſt miſchievous. He 
that does bur, defer it, gains time : and then we may look abonr and ſee 
our way moreclear ; fo with ſafery we may make that Puniſhment , 


which ad in paſſios would be Revenge. 


LXV. That | 
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That moſt men have their weakneſſes,by which they may be taken, 


| Hough it be not neceſſary to labour for a flowing wealth, yet tis 

* fit we have ſo much, as we need; and not for the wart of wealth, 
expoſe our ſelves to be neceſſitated to ill. As a man would willingly 
have wherewithal to do good ; ſo he may be happier to be in ſuch a cor- 
dition, as not to be oblig'd to inconvenience, through defe&, nor endan- 
ger'd by Plenty to be proud and petulant. The Poor are lo fertered 
by their poverty, that they may eaſily be raken by the Aflault of any 
that will but pretend their Relief, The Rich are taken by their own 
ambition, by their paſſion, or their appetite, their liberty, or wantonneſ;: 
Thar'tis no cafic marter inthe: extreme of cirher fortune, to reſiſt a 
fierce. temptation when 'ris offered. And befides all theſe, in any eftate 
our own Inclinations are the powerfulleſt motive-Trains to lead us. 
Wholoever ſhews a paſſion or an evidity to any thing ; he thereby tels 
bis Enemy where-he'ts weak, and in what Muſe we may ſet a ſnare to 
take him. And *cis'a tare thing to find any man ſo fortity'd on all 
fides,that he can reſt ſtanch againſt all rhe bairs that are cat out to catch 
him. Every man hath ſomething whereby he may be taken ; and, *cis 
rare tofind that fiſh that at ſome-time or other will not 6bzte, if the 
bait be ſuch as likes him, Even Augsſtus had his Mecenas, and Alex- 
ander his Hepheſtion. And *ris well, it we be drawn art all , that we 
happen to be led by a Neble CondutF, Though 'cis beſt when a man 
can be his own Solomon, and his own honeſt Hifhai , to ſupport him- 
ſelf, and overthrow the deſigns ofhis Enemies ; yet, he 1s next to 
beſt, thar being in doubr,will rake advice from the Oracle, rather than 
the cheating Augnr. 

But witzows ex, or ſuch as are not baalnc'd by trae Honour , have 
not only ſome peculiar exormity; bur, they have every: thing that is} 
ſenſual toenſlave them, And ſomcrime even the meaneſtand the moſt 
= thing,as a chain, can lead them any where. It they be bur Papers 

ites,. even a little boy with a ſlender thred can pull them where he 
pleaſeth, and draw them down from Heaven unto Earth ; A Horſe, a 
Dog, a Landſcape, orſome lighter thing. Yitelliws and Apicine were for 
Gormandizing and Gluttony : Yeſpaſian and Didius Falianus were for 
Profit: Nero might be catch'd with aSong, and Domitian with a Fly. 
Claudias had his beloR&d 24uſhrome, and Craſſus wept for the death 
of his dear «Myrens, Nor is it /ove alone, þut hate as well as it, that 
places us in the Diſadvantage, A known Antipathy gives our Enemy 
helpto ſubdue us. Even Beaſts that reaſon want, have yer the ſenſe to 
make their advantage of it. The Fox, that knows 'the Badger haterh 
flurtiſhneſs, by fowling of his entrance drives him out of his Earth, 
| And 'tis a vaſt Prerogative, that man hath over the reſt of the 
rear » by only knowing: their Inclinations and Abhorrencies, | 
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| He knows both with what baits to incite them, and with whar ſhewel* 
ro drive into the Net and Toy] : By knowing this,and appropriating to 
their appetites and fears, he becomes a Matter of thoſe, that by his 
Power and the Corporeal endowments of Naturc,he never would be 
able ro conquer. What force could ſcize rhe uncontrolled Lyon, ifir 
were not tempted by the Lamb upon the poſt, or terrified by che fire 
that he hates and trembles at 2 What (wittncſs could overtake or draw 
the mounting Falcon from the Clouds, it the Pigeon on the Lure, 
ſhould not ſtoop her to the ſmall reward on the extended fiſt 
Doubtleſs,He that hath the feweſt tancies, that is free from the ſting 
of pointed and pricking wazt, that is not tumor'd with the roo much 
barm of wealth, that can moſt conceal or maſter thoſe ticklings and 
eſperities that he hath in himſelf, is the ncareſt to a contentful enjoyment 
at home, and an «envy peril from abroad. I have never read of any 
Iſland ſo Impregnable, but Nature had lefr in it ſome place or other, 
by which ir might be Vanquiſhable : So it is more rare to find our any 
perſon fo art all points Arm'd, but there is ſome way left whereby he 
may be ſometime ſurprized. This Paſſion, that AﬀeCtion, this Friend, 


that hath feweſt acccfles. But, as thoſe places are the weakeſt that lyc 
open to every /uvadey ; {o certainly, he 1s the moſt ſubje& ro be ovey- 
come, whole eaſineſs expoſes him to be prevail'd upon, by every feeble 
attempt. And howcver, by Nature, he may be fertile, and of a good 


leaſt, a man would have a Fence, and a Gate, and not ler every Beaſt 
char hath bur craft or impudence, to graze or dung upon him. In any 
Eſtate, it is moſt conducing to freedom, not to be behind hand. He that 
purs himſelf into a needy condition,he walks with manacles on his haxads, 
and to every one he deals with, gives power to lock them on. Nexeſ- 
fity is flronger than cither Wine, or Women , and it a Man be taken in 
| rhat,he is but as a th in the hand of a Gyant : he can neither by nor 
| ſell like other men ; bur,wearing his own ch47ns, is at the werey ot him 
| that will lead him. 


LXVI. 
That Spiritual things are better, and temporal worſe, 
than they ſeem. 


| T is almoſt univerſally true, chat which Sexeca ſaid of Foy, Omnes 
tendunt ad Gaudinns , ſed, unde magnum & ſtabile conſequantur, igno- 
rant, Every man would arrive = and Contentment, but how to 
| Come by ſuch as may be great and laſting, there are but tew that know, 
Weare quite miſtaken in moſt of what we graſp at, The Progreſs of 
[Man is bur like ſome lofry Tower, erc&ed in the bottom of a Valley: 
| We climb up high,in hope to ſee wonders,and when we are at the top, 
' 


our Proſpett is nothing the better, The Hills encompaſſing, terminate 
Q9 our 


or,that Kinſman,this or that delight, or inclination. He is the ftrongeſt 


| 


ſoyl ; yet, ifhe lies unmounded, he (hall be ſure to be always low. At 


| 
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CexnT, Il [our Eye, and we ſee after all our pains, but larger piles of Earth, that | 
WYWNDOY interpoſe betwixt us and Heaven. The greateſt pleaſure we had, was, 
when we were gctting up : Belief of better, litts our calic ſteps; bur, 

mounted once,we find a cheatcd Faith: Which drew wile Bias to con- | 
clude, that , Nothing was to Man more ſweet than Hope. Even all | 
Earthly delights 1 find ſweeter in expectation, than #joyment : But, all | 
Spiritual pleaſures more in fruition, than expettation, Thelc Carnal con- | 
tentments that here we joy in, arc ſhew'd us through a ProfpeCtive 
Glaſs,which makes them ſeem both greater,clearer,and nigher at hand. 
When the Devil took our Saviour to the Mountain. He ſhewed him all 
the Kingdoms, and glory of them ; but never mentions the troubles, rhe 
dangers, the cares, the fears, the vexations and the vigilancies, which 
are as it were the Thorns and Mantlings wherewith a Crow# is lined. 
He Feld a ful blown Roſe, but mention'd not the prickles ſhaded un- 
derneath. I ſomething doubt,whether to get wealth with ſome Jabour, 
be not more pleaſure, than wantonly to ſpend it. *Tis a queſtion, whe- 
ther to expe a Crows be not more context, than to wear one ? And 
ſurely, were not their Perſons Sacred, that is, by the Laws of God 
and Man, untouchable as to prejudice; and ſo, protected againſt the | 
malice, the envy, the fury, and the rabidneſs of ſelf-cnded Man : It! 
would not be an eaſte matter to Conjure him into that Enchanting 
Circle, Whatſoever Temporal felicity we apprehend, we cull out the 
| pleaſures, and over-prize them ; the perils and moleſtations we either 

not ſee,or are content to wink at, Ve gaze upon the facc, and are be- 
witched with the tempting ſmiles, while, under pleaſing looks, a ſad 
Infe&ion, even the vitals taint, Like Time, they appear with a /ovely 


buſh ocforez but, behind, are pil d and balPd. It is but Meremaid-joy, 
that this frail world bequeaths vs. 


— Turpiter alrum 
Defunit in piſcem mulier formoſa ſupernt. 


Thar beanteous face in ſhow, 
Waves into {ome ſad ſcurvy fiſh below. 


And that theſe Sblunaries have their greateſt freſhneſs plac'd in oily | 
Hope, it is 4 conviction undeniable ; that, upon enjoyment all our joys 
do vaniſh. The pleaſure laſts not longer than weger it: and if ir did 
not leave a weft behind ; yet, being fo flecting,it is not worth the leap- 
ing of our pulle to mcet Ir. 

But, when again, we look at whartts Spiritual : like thoſe that pra- 
Qſe to beguile themſelves, we turn the Glafles rother cnd abour, and 
give a narrowing figure to all thoſe fair proportions that would pro- 
cole themſelves to our eye; we believe them leſs, and more remoted 
from us. Our Sexſes do with us, as Philo Fuders ſays, the Sun decs deal 
with Heaven : Ir ſeals up the Globe of Heaven, and opens the Globe 
of Earth: So.the Sexſe does obſcure things that are ſpiritual and hea- 
wvenly : but, reveals and augments what arc -zerrene and temporal. 
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The'Sphere of ſpiritual things is higher than our Senſe can reach : bur, 
as we mount, our Proſpect ſtill is nearer. Acquirs poteſt, «ſftimari non 
pateſt; Obtain'd it may be,bur rightly valued,never. Who ar firſt blaſh 
(if Humanity may be Fudge), would chooſe the Aufterities of a Regular 
and Conſcientious life ? Our Saviour at firſt, (by reaſon of the 1gnorance 
and Infidelity of Man) gave his Church the power of Miracles, to con- 


— Cc 


| vince men to the belick of finding a felicity in godlineſs. For albeirzit be 


| 


moſt true, that is memorably ſpoken by eAfneas Silvims ; that admit- 
ting Chriſtiazity had not by our Saviour and his Apoſtles been confir- 
med by Miracles ; yet, jt would in time have been raken up,and enter- 
rained and rooted in mens hearts for the very honeſty and integrity of it: 
yet,by the but meanly wiſe and common duGtions of bemiſted Natwre, 


'1t would have been no very powerful Oratory, to.perſwade the taking 


up of our Croſs to follow him. But, when men afterwards came to ſee, 
how in the lownels of diſgrace and poverty, and in the height of pain 
and torment, Chriſtians became irradiated with internal F ozes ; rhen 
Proſelytes came in in {\warms,and by the Spzrit were taught ro wade over 
all thoſe ſhallows which Ilanded that Country of felicity, in which the 
truly pious perſon dwells. A man that hath not experienced the Con- 


[tentments ot /nnocentive Piety,the ſweetnefles that dew the Soul by the 
Influencies of the Spirit, and the Raviſhings that ſometime from above 
;do ſhoot abroad in che /zward Man, will hardly believe there are ſuch 
ObleCtarions that can be hid in goalineſs. They are the Repreſentations 
|of rhe Foyes hereatrer, which are ſo high, that like God the Author of 
'chem, we may ſooner apprehend them by Negatives, than Afirmati- 
(ons, We may know what is not there ; bur, we never can come to 
| know what is there, till by a pleaſed fruition we can find them. Let 
no man then be diſcouraged with the pallidneſs of Pzety ar firlt, nor 
[captivated with the ſceming freſhneſs of Terrexity : both will change. 
|And though we may be deceived in both ; we ſhall be ſure to be cheated 
bur 1n one, 

| 


OC th co On Ac — i OE EEE oor I OO A OO Irene Oe 


LXVII. 
Of Buſineſs. 


'T2 are ſome men that have ſo great an averſion to Puſizeſs, that 
you may as\ſoon perſwade a Cat into water,or an Ape to put his 
( fingers into fire, as to get them to enter upon any thing that may prove 
|frouble, or beget attendance. But theſe, for the moſt part, are perſons, 
[that have paſs'd their youth undiſciplin'd, and have been bred up in 
that delicacy and tenderneſs,that they know no other Buſineſs bur their 
| Pleaſures;and are impaticn tof any thing that looks bur like a hinderance 
|of that: yet, this in the end, dots many times produce effes, that 
prove ungrateful and deſtructive, For hereby the management of affairs 
'do often fall into ivferiour hands,that through Coverouſneſs and Ambi- 
ton, and for want of skill, put all the wheels of Government our of 
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| [the ſenſual and voluptuous. Therefore, that man 1s bur of the lower 
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order ; till they run both themſelves and the Szate into ruin, Like un-' 
PraQiz'd and ignorant Aporhecarics, they do ſo diſproportion their 

Ingredients, thar inſtead of ſaving Phyſick, they miniſter but diſeaſe | 
and poyſon. -There are another ſort of men quite contrary to theſe, | 
whom cuſtom and quotidian praftice has made ſo much in love with ' 
Aetion, thar if they once come to be put by their 1mp/oyment, even lite | 
it ſelf ſeems tedious and an irkſome thing ; and, like 8 Spaniel ty'd up | 
from his hunting, they flecp away their time in ſadneſs and a melan- | 
choly. Certainly, as the world is more beholding to men of Buſineſs, | 
than to men of Pleaſure; fo the men of Pleaſure mult be content to be | 
govern'd by thoſe of 1mployment. However they are contemned by the 
vanity of theſe that look after nothing but Jollity : yer, the Regiment 
of the world is in their hands ; and they are the men that give Laws to 


part of the world, that is not brought up to b»/ineſs and affairs, And, 
though there be, that may think it a little too ſerious for che capering 
bloud and ſprightly vigour of Youth : yet upon experience, they (ball 
find it a more contentive lite than zalereſs, or perpetual joviality. He 
that walks conſtantly in a ſmooth and a level'd path, ſhall be ſooner 
tyr'd, than he that beats the riſing and deſcending ground. A calm art 
Sea is more troubleſome,than the gake that ſwells the Waves. If a man 
with a Sythe ſhould Mow the'empty Air, he ſooner would be. weary 
than he that ſweats with toyl to cut the ſtanding Corn. Buſineſs is the 
Salt of Life, that not only gives a grateful ſmack to it, bur it dries up 


choſe crudities that would offend, preſerves from putretaQtion, and | 
drives off all thoſe blowing Flics, that, without it, would corrupt it. | 


F 


And that this may appear more calle, thcre are rcquifite to be had in 
Buſineſs, both Knowledge, Temper, and Time. | 
Without a man XKzows what he gocs about,he ſhall be ſubje& to go| 
aſtray, or to loſe much time in finding out the right. And it will be 
ſure to ſeem more tedious, than it would if he kxew the Road. | 
And if he want Temper, he ſhall beſure not to want trouble. Even | 
all the Stars are ſcen in night, when there is a clear ſerenity. but rem- | 
peſts riſing, darken all the sky, and take thoſe little guids of light away. | 
No ſtorm can ſhake the Eajfice of that 24nd that is built upon the Baſe | 
of Temperance. It placeth a man out of the reach of others, bur | 
bringeth others to be within his own. *Tis the 2emper of the Sword thart : 
makes it keez to cut, and not be hackt by others ſtriking on it. *Tis the | 
Oyl that makes the joynt turn ſmooth, and opens the dore without 
noiſe. Ceſar with a word appcas'd a daring Autiny , by calling of his| 
Army Romerns,and not his Fellow-ſouldiers. And with as ſmall a matrer | 
Pſamneticus (av'd the Saccage of a City. Cyrus had newly taken one of | 
his, and the Souldicrs in a hurry running up and down, Pſammeticus | 
with him,asked what was the matter ? Cyrus anſwer'd; They deſtroy and | 
Plunder your City. Pſamneticus replycd,1t is not now,Sir, mine, but yours. 
And upon that conſideration, they were preſently call'd off from the 
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The next is the aptly timing ot affairs tor which there can be no par- 
ticular precept, buric mult be left ro judgment to diſcern when the ſea- 
ſon is proper. Men do not reap in ſced-rime, nor ſow in Harveſt, Phy- 
ficiansgive not Purges till tney have prepared the humours. The Smith 
may ſtrike in vain and tyre his /ebowring arm,it firſt with fire his iron be 
not molliffd, Circumſtances are many times more than that which is 
the main, and thoſe mult be left to be laid hold on, as they offer them- 
ſelves to occaſion. Men may fit their bazts and calt their nets, and, as 
the Apoſtles, fiſh all night and catch nothing, it they take not the ſea- 
ſons when the ſhoals do move upon thoſe Coaſts they trade in. And let 
a man be ſure to drive his Buſizeſs , rather. than let that drive him. 
When a man is brought bur once to. be zeceſ/it ated, he is then become 
a vaſſail to his affairs, they maſter him, that ſhould by him be com- 
manded. And like a blind man wanting fie ht for his way , he is led a- 
bour by his Dog. Any thing poſted off rill the laſt, like a S7owbal rowls 
and gathers, and is by far a greater Giant than it was before it grew to 
Age. As Exhalations once condens'd and gather'd,they break not then 


| 
| 


monly is 2 huddle : The Scenes do theti grow thick, and quick, and full. 
As Rivers though they run ſmooth through lengthned Tracts of Earrh; 
yet when they come near the Sea, they ſwell, and roar, and foam. Bu- 
fine(s is like the Devil, it ever rageth moſt when the time it hath is 
ſhorteſt. And 'tis hard to fay which of the #wo is worſe; Too nice a 
Scrupuloſity, or elſe too raſh a Confidence. He is as mad that thinks 
himſelf an Urizal, and will nor ſtir at all for fear of cracking ;, as he 
that believes himſelf to be ſhoz-free, and ſo will run among the hail of 
a battail, And ſurely,it conduces infinitely to the caſe of buſineſs,when 
we have to deal with hozeſt and with apright men. Facile imperium in 
bonos ; The good and wile do make the Empire caſic. Reaſon,and Right, 
give the ſooneſt diſpatch. All the incanglements that we meet withal, 
| are by the 1rrationabilities ariſing from our ſelves or others. With an 
| honeſt man and wiſe, a buſineſs ſoon is ended , but wich a Fool or 
| Kzave there is no concluſion, but never to begin. Though they ſeem 
' tame beaſts, and may admit awhile to be plaid with ; yer on the ſo- 
dain, and when we think not on't, they will return to their natural de- 
cet and Ferocity, *Tis not cnough that the Sea is ſometime calm and 
ſmooth, but we had need be (ſure there be no Shelves nor Quick-ſands 
| under thar ſtill water. 
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LXVIIL 
| Of Nobility. 
bh Hg Sarſennes being asked, what kind of Prelate he thought 


Ewugenixs the 4th, would prove ? His anſwer was : you may ca- 
ily gueſs at thar, if you know bur the ſtock he comes off : for ſuch as 
1s his Family, ſuch a Prizce ſhall you find him. *Tis true, by his own | 
| virtues 
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but with Thuzder. In the laſt Ads of Plays, the end of buſineſs com- | 
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virtues Or vices a man docs often difler, from his Progeniters. Bur uſual- | 
ly through ſucceſfive generations the bloud docs hold its Tin&ture. And 
in a Noble Family tor the moſt part the ſtream doesf ſtill hold Noble, 
Which by wiſe States hath been ſometimes ſo preſumed upon, that 
they have ſet marks of Hozowr upon them ; not only out of reſpe& to 
| their Axceſftors,bur out of hope to find the Succeſſor not to degenerate. 
It was a Law among the Romans, that it there hapned contentions in 
| their elections for the (#»ſulſhip, Thoſe that were deſcended of the 
Sylvians, Torquatians, and Fabritians, (ſhould in the firſt place be pre- 
ferr'd. And we ſec it common among Prizces,Thart offices of truſt,and 
places of command, are ſerled on thc Heirs of ſome deſerving Fami- 
ties, as preſuming they will merit to keep what their Anceſtors at firſt 
by their merir did acquire. Certainly,it 15 to be belicv'd that he which 
out of nothing,or a mcan beginning,ts the firſt foander of a Houſe and 
Fortune, had ſomething in him beyond the Standard oi an ordinary 
man. And 'tis likewiſe to be belicy'd that where the ſpirits. arc ſo by 
Virtue and Induſtry rarifi'd and refin'd ; evenin the generation of po- 
ſterity they do tranſmir themſelves, and arc propagated to ſucceeding 
Ages. Some Familics are obſervable for peculiar eminences in the cur- 
rentof ſucceſſions. The Romans had not a Family of more merit than 
the Scipio's, And it is not unworthy our obſerving that even the firſt 
' founders of that Family, were emizent for their prety to the Gods and 
| their Parents. The firſt whereof,when his Father was blind,as his ſtaff, 
| he was his Guide,and led him about in his way: from whence he took 
| his Name. The next being a Ckild did every day in private ſer our 
ſome time for the Temple ; And at 17 years of age brought of his 
wounded Father cncompals'd by the Enemy. And indeed he that dil- 
charges his duty to theſe two,eannot but be exzrert in all the reſt of 
his converſation. The foundation of Hovonr and Greatneſs is laid in obc- 
dience and reſpe&t to theſe : But the neglect thereof, or the lewd pra- 
Ctice of the contrary, puts a man out ot favour with Natures genizs : 
and leaves him to be ravin'd upon, by all the Inſe&s of his own ſmall 
Appctites,as wcll as the greater ragings ot his z#temperate paſſions. They 
that are bred under the government of ſach as are thus wiſe, have 
infinitely the advantage of a Plebeiar Race. They are ſeaſon'd with the | 
Maxims of Hozour, and by their education lifted aboye thoſe grofler | 
vapours that they are ſubje to, thar have their being in the lower Re-| 
gion of men. Andif but onein an age ſteps up todo this, he leaves it] 
as example ; and puts poſterity in the way of continuing it. And not tO, 
ſpeak of the helps of Fortune,which (unabus'd) are infinite. They are 
preſidented into Yirre and Honour, and they are deterr'd from poor 
and skulking conveyances, by the orientneſs of that fame which cheir ? 
Fare-fathers ]eft them : ſo that, doubtleſs, carth cannot preſent us any 
thing that is more g/or#0z than antient Nobzlity, when it 1s 1]Juſtrated 
by the rays of Virtue. And though to be a King in Yirtue and Wiſdom is. 
the brighteſt Jewel that ſparkles 1n a Regal Crown (as Solomon's wiſdom 
--202M! him more than his being Monarch. of the whole __— 
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my -yer ſurcly,as in a beautiful Body the temper and tranſcendency 
of the ſpiric is more grateful, ſois Virtue alſomore luſtrous and ſbining 
in the ſtem of antient and exnobled bloud, than inthe newnels of a riſing 
Houſe, Each may be marble inthe Quarry where irlies,and not of that 
courſe rag that common pits afford. But ir muſt be art and induſtry 
and thediligence of the laborious hand thar gives it g/oſs and: ſmwoth- 
zeſs; before the ſtreaks and raking veins can bediſcern'd in ir. If there 
were, not ſomething more than ordinary thar lay couchtin this bed of 
Honour , ſure Natare never would ſo have: framed the mind of man, 


Souls. Alexander would needs derive from Fapiter ; the Romans from 
Hercules, trom Venus,from eAfineas,and the like. And how many Nati- 
ons have thought it their hozour to draw their Deſcents from th&T70- 
Jans? as it was an honour to. be a Grecian, where virtue and the arts 
wcre lcarned : ſo it was held a ſtain,and he was branded with the name 
of a Barbarian, that was of another Nation, It was obje&ed to Anti- 
ſthenes as a diſgrace, that but his Mother was a Phrygian, had he not 
well wiped it off,by replying that Phrygia was the Mother of the Gods. 
Bur however it be, it is Vircue and true \Nobleneſs that is the Crows of 
Honour. It enamels and enchaſeth what.is Gold, and ir guilds whar is 
rot, that it makes it like ir, They thar are of the higheſt eric in them- 
ſclves,the leaſt inſiſt upon their Anceſtry : for they well know Aliens 
laudat, qui genus jaitat ſuum, Who boaſts his Stock, conimends bur 
what's anothers. The beſt uſe they can make df glorious ARions by 
them well atchiev'd,is to endeavour that tney may outgothem. Or at 
leaſt to beware,they darken not, by their own declinatton,the ſplendor 
that they liv'd in,The beſt way'ro keep their Azceſtors great aAs in me- 
moty,is to refreſh them wich new ones of their own. And ler them be 


fre it ſelt,the quickeſt of che Elements, mutbbe kindled and blown up 
by degrecs, before ir ſhines it ſelf into a lame : when ir breaks out on a 
{odain, it is uſually both ominous and harmful. The Sun does rife in- 
ſenſibly ro his 2deridianghlory, bur the very light of Lightning burns. He: 
that ar che firſt leap jumps into the height of all his: LALzeftors, had 
need be ſtrong and well winded ; leſt he looſe his Race before he gets 
to the polt, He leaves himſelt no room for caſual accidents,nor can he 
{give a looſe, if he be put to ſtrein in his Race. Of rhe rwo it is better to 
be the Fool of the Family, than the Unthritc. Another Generation may 
prove w#ſ- : but the Rzorows and indiſcreetly prodigel after he hath wa 


as to have planted in it an apperirion of ir 4n-generous and» enlarged | - 


ſure to remember, they grew up to'that brightneſs by degrees, Even | | 


{ted all che fruit, he digs up the Tree by the'roor,thar it can bear no 
more. And inſtead of hoped applauſe, he departs the- world with in- 
tamy,and dwells among the curſes of poſterity. Adegenerate Son of a 
Noble Family, is 2 worm at the Root, that wonld make a Fowas angry ; 
tor it takes away the ſhade from all chart ſhal} come after,” A \5pend- 
[thrift like an Earthquake does ſhake the houſe ſo long, -that art laft it 
cither falls in pom is (\wallowed up i Rwxe,” He piſles on his Fa- 
thers Honourable aſhes, that by his Vices makes them ſtir, and ruffles 

| | | chem 


303' {| 
CanT: 11, | 
AVON 


_ — 


— —— —— — 


Cer. II. |them in his urn. Io ſtead of warming Suns; they are the bearded comets 


RESOLVE S. 


ls 


| 
| 
| 
| 


VN [of a hmſe,that threaten nothing bur portentous horrors. And when they | 

| have nothing of their own,but their Fore-fathers merits,chey ſubſiſt bur | 
like to Feloms, by the proteftion of that Altar, from whence if pull'd, 
they fall to death and ſbeme, Who would not rather have dicd over all | 
choſe deaths that Tyrants have invented ; than being the Son of the el. 
der Scipio appear a Candidate fo belmeared with vice, as to be fin'd by 
che Cenſors, to be turn'd ous of the Sexare, and have the Signer (with 
the head of his Gloriow Father graven on't) torn from off his tinger: Or 
as Onintus Fabins Maximm, tor his horrid Luxury to be forbidden by 
- {rhe Pretor, for medling with his Fathers goods, and not one in all 
Romes City to be ſorry for it > He isnot like to be prevalent in Bar- 
| rail,that,withourt his own ſtout fighting, thinks it is enough tor him, to 
{be covered with the ſhields of his Anceſtors. 


Quis enim Genendſum dixerit hanc, Oui 
Indignus genere & proclaro nomine tantum 
 Jnfigni? Nanum cujuſdam Atlants vocamms ; 
© eAEthiopems, cygnum ; parvam extortamque pucllans | 
Emropen : canibus pigris ſeabieque vetnſts | 
Lavibui, & ficce lambentibus ora lucerne, 

Nomen erit Pardus, Tygris, Leo, fi quid adhuc eff | 
Qued fremit ins terris violentims. Ergo cavebis | 
Et metues, ne tu fis Creticus aut Camerinis. | 


Who w'le count him Noble that anworthy lives | 


| Of his great ſtock; and by that only thrives ? 
We may-as well ſome dwarf an M12 call ; 

A More, a Swan ; ſome low crook'd Gizl, the tall 
| Europa ; *Tis but as we names beſtow 

Of Leopard, Tyger, Lion, or what now, 

's more hierce onearth, to mangy Curs that lick 
The naſty nozel of ſome Candleſtick. 

Beware and fear, then, leſt thou prove in finc, | 
A Cretian falle, or prophane Camerine, | 
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L.XIX 
Of three things to be conſidered in Men. 


I every man that we mect with, there be three things that incounter | 
our Conſideration, - The xMind, the Behaviour, and the Perſon. As; 
a beauty in any of theſe, commends the party to our liking; ſo a Lhemiſs 
4in any of theſe, ſticks ſome diſgrace on the unhappy owner. The moſt 
(heautiful and the moſt /afting of theſe, is that which to the eye is nor. 
wifible ; and, though it rake not that ſenſe; yer, ir caſts abroad ſuch 
Rays, as draw out the love and liking of thoſe, that come to find the | 
goodpweſt, * or the parts, that it is furniſht with. How grateful does the | 
| | ingenuity 
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ingenuity of ſome men make-them 2 *Tis a wealth by which they lives 
and many times having none of their owt, they are, for the hand 

neſs of their diſpoſition raken into a partzerſbip of Empire, with thoſe 
chat have abs 

Philoſophy to get a living, by the greatefulneſs of his wit and parts, 
grew high in the favour with Dionyſims : And when he had been ſhip- 
wrackt at Scazand caſt upon Rhode ; it got-him ſuch friends there;thar 
when all his Companions return'd, he was tempred bY-the favour of 
the Citizens to ſtay from his own Country among ftrangers ; with 
whom he had no Intereſt, but what his parts had won him. You ma 
take him in che CharaQer chat Horace bath left of him, | 
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Omnu Ariſtippum decuit Stats, & Color, & Res, 
In all the wiles of Fortune he was lovely. 


Surely, *tis the Nobleſt wealth, and with moſt eaſe is carried every 
where. 'Tis kept without a forein Guard, and is of preſent ule where- 
ſoe're a man is thrown. Like the Philoſophers ſtone, it creates a man 

old, that had none of histwn. It turns the coorſer Metal into uſe- 
Pal Coin, and is ſuch as cannot be loft-without our health or being. 
And truly, the beauty and comlineſs of the body, does oft-timcs do the 
like ; nay, with mean capacities, it does a great deal 'more ; for,” it 
ſuits to their mixd,and is more obviows to their ſenſes,thar ſee no deeper 
than the grounds of Corporal Beanty, and the emanations of a pleaſing 
Aſpeft. Yer, certainly, *cis. a form that pleaſeth all, as well che wiſe 
in ind, as the weak in apprehenſion. Xenophon was.of more than ordi- 
nary Jovelineſs ; and-being a youth, by chance was niet by Socrates | 
in a narrow Ally at Athens ; Socrates liking his aſpe&, held our his} 
ſtaffe to ſtop him in his way, and queſtion'd him, where ſuch and ſuch 
eMerchandizes were ſold? which Xenophon preſently told him? Then 
he ask'd him, if he knew, where men were made better; to this he 
ſaid, He could not tell, Then ſays Socrates, Go with me, and I will ſhew 
you. Upon this he became his Scholar, and afterward grew a Favorite 
to Cyr4,and for Arts and Arms, lctt his memory tamous to even this 
very day. | 
| Therext is a handſome Behavionr, He that demeans' himſelf well is 
ever wſher'd in by a friend, that recommends him to-the Company 
that knew him not. *Tis not difficult by the behaviour to guels ar 
the Man. This is a motive Beauty, which. wairs upon the. whole Gody, 
as the other docs upon the Face and complexion. Sapients' viro Pte; 
modeſtior convenit. A ſober Garb becomes the wiſer man. The Em- 
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thought it to0- much, had-.te not ſatisfied with this' Anſwer, That 
he defired to be ſuch a Prince to others, as. he defired' pn othey - Prince 
\ſbould be to him, if he were a Subjett, There is a grace waits u 

4 noble meen, that cxaRts a liking, if not a {ove from all that do behold 


ce. Such was Ariſtippm, being at firit forc'd to read| 


peror Trajan was ſo winning this way. That his friends'would have |. 


it, The grave and civil perſons flock'c about Zivis-ar-the Theater, 
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jir's efle&s are gllowable rather in ow1ward Morality, than in the in- 
{triafick integrities of the ſoul. And certainly, when thar is prevalent 
{ within, the outward demeanor is both acquired and direRed by ir. 
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; - 
while J#/i4, like the five, by her ridling up and down,had ſhak'd up all 
the chaffy ware about her. | 

As theſe, being well complextoned, procure favour and let us into 
mens afte&iens ; G a ſtain in any of them, ſers us like the Owle among 
Birds ; if there be bur light, we ſhall be ſure to be chatter'd at, or 
ſtruck at. A mind thar's hil'd with 2gwerance, or the perverſneſs of a 
froward diſpoſition, hath many enemies and no friends. As upon the Sea 
in a ftorm , men may look without horror at a diſtance, but never 
will covet to come upon it; where, if we eſcape drowning, we can- 
not being frighted and wet. He that is of a bad diſpoſition, wants no- 
thing of being a. Tyravs , bur Power ; and wants not will, but means 
to do miſchief. | 

He that is a Clowz in behaviowr,tells people, that it flows from a rude 
mind. Diogenes, though he had-wit,by his curriſkneſs got him the name 
of Dog ; and coming once to a feaſt, rhe Company call'd him ſo, and 
threw him bones: And,to make good the appellation that they ſtyl'd 
him with, as they. ſate at the Table, like a Dog, he pilt on their backs. 
The Vices that we harbour inwardly, ace divulg'd by our outward 
faſhion. Ex minimis poteris cognoſcere impudicum ; & Incefiu oftendit, 
& manu mota, & interdum Reſponſum, & relatis ad caput digitus, & | 
 flexus oculorum. Tmprobum & inſanum riſus, vultus, Habituſq; demon: | 
frat Even petty things the wanton do diſcover, the gate, the mo- 
tion of the hand, ſemerimes the anſwer, holding up the finger to rhe 
head, or the very caſt of the eyes does doit. Laughter, the Coun- | 
tenance, or the habit diſcovers us to the wicked and the wild. And' 
chough ſometimes, under an unplealing Alpe&, rhe goodneſs of a 
well-diſciplin'd inſide may be cover'd ; yer, uſually, the deform'd are 
'Envious and Diſdaining ; and they had necd excel others in the mind, 
being mulcted by Nature with a corporal deformity. <A#ſop, with all 
the locality of his handſom Fables , could not wipe of this coorſ- 
neſs of his outſide ; which, doubtleſs, as a chain held him ever in the 
condition of a ſlave : who clſe by the ſublimiry of his Fancy might 
have mounted to higher preferment. 

The beſt remedies for theſe are Divinity, Morality, Phyſick. Rels- 
gon can convert and adorne that 217d, which narurally was zl, It is 
the Reaſon of a Deity, which doubrlcſs can do more than al! that is in- 
tus'd from man; and, comprehending the univerſal duty of man, as 
to God, the World, and himſelf, ic muſt needs .cxcel in this, all that 
canbe,gained from man. They that are truly acted from the inſpirations 


of heaven, have all that can be got from below, with the exccllencics 
of what is above. | 


_—_— to mend our'Comverſation, Philoſophy can go far, as So- 


confeſs to Zopirus, when he taxed him of ſeveral Vices; yer 


A wiſe man ought not in his carriage to commit a Soleciſm a ainſt 


- En ; Wiſdom. 
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Wiſdom. For there may be many outward geſtures that are not in 
themſelves unlawful ; yet, highly are undecent. It was obſerved by 
the Jews, that, cum digito loquitur flultzs,; the pointing finger enſigns 
out a Fool : though the hand may dire co rhe rexc, yer ir dwells but 
in a blank margent. It was one of So/ons Adagies, nz via now properan- 
dum ; To run upon a Journey, is cither neceſſity or folly. And the 
Cringes of ſome are ſuch, as one would take them to be. Dancers or 
Tumblers, rather than perſons of ſtay'd and ſober Callings. Men are 
like Wine, not good before the lees of Clowniſhneſs be ſertled ; -nor 
when tis coo windy, and will fy out of the Bottle ; nor when tis too 


—__— 


preſerve himſelf in this 2exper, ſhall preſerve his body in health the 
better ; and ſo correc the inconveniences that may by want of that 
render him leſs grateful ro the company. As*tis not neceflary for every 
man to be a Doctor in theſe Arts : ſo it will be convenient, he have 
ſo much of theny as may not only keep him from contempr,bur procure 
him approbation abroad. 


——— 


LXX, 
Of Dancing. 


Oubtleſs, it was out of the jollity of' Nature, that the Art of this 
was firſt invented and taken up among men. Bate bur the Fidale; 


[that the thing in 1t ſelf ſeems to me to be natural and innocent, begot 
' and bor ar firſt out of the ſprightly and innocuous Activity and Rare- 


fication of the bloud and {pirits, excited by the yourhfui hear that 


' flows and flowers within the ſwelling Veins. We necd therefore the 
leſs wonder,thart ſome of the Ancient Grecians ſhould ſo much exrol ir, 
| deriving it not only from the Amenity and Floridneſs of che warm and 
ſpiritcd b/ouds bur, deducing it from heave ic ſelt, as being practiz'd 
there by the Stars, the Commnttions, Oppoſitions, the Aſpetts and Re- 
volutions, the Ingreſſes, and the Egreſſes, and the like ; making ſuch 
a Harmony and Conſent, as there ſeems a well-ordered dance amonglt 
| them. : 
| And we ſhall find it not only praftiz'd by the Generality of al- 
| moſt all the Nations of the Earth ; but by many of them, and thoſe 
the molt Generous and Civiliz'd, brought into the Solemniries of 
their Religion. As the Phrygians had their Corybantes, The Cretians, 
their Curetes dancing in Armour, In Delos, nothing ſacred ſcarſe 
cre done without ir. The Indian Brackmans, morning and evening 
dancing did adore the Sun, The eAfgyptians, eAfthiopians, the ru- 
der Scythian, and the learneder Greek, ſ{carſe entred upon any thing 
[that ſolemn was, without it. The Romazs had their Sali, their 
| 2 3 EF _ dozen 


auſtere and fowre to be taſted, In a midling clarity and quickneſs it js| 
beſt : And ſo is man in his carriage and comportment, when he is neither| 
dull nor wapouring, nor too tart and ſevere in his way. He that can} 


\the Colts, the Calves, and the Lambs of the field, do the ſame, _ 
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dozen of Priefis to Mers ; who in pycd Coats, with Swords by ther 
ſides, a Javelin in one hand, and a Shield in the other, danc'd 
about the City. Socrates that was owned to be the wiſeſt among all 
the Greeks diſdain'd not in his Age to learn to Daxce, and after to 
commend the Exerciſe. And Semeca tells us of the Meritorious Scipio, 
that he was not aſhamed, ut antiqui ill virt ſolebant, inter Iuſum, & 
feſta tempora, wirilem in modum tripudiare, as the Antients then had 
wont, at Plays and Solemn Feſtivals, in a manly wile to trip it up and 
down. Even among the Fews, where the Oracles of God were extant, 
we find it uſed among the Rites and Exerciſes of their Religion, and 
upon occaſions of extraordinary Joy. 

Mirians led the Maids their dance, with hex Timberel in her hand. |- 
| Fephts's, daughter mer her Father with a dance. And Devid did it be- 
tore the Ark; his pious zeal, tranſporting him to this corporal exaultati- 
ox. *Tis like, he danced alone ; clic Mica would have laugh'd at more 
| than him, Bur yer,if it were not mixt, it wasnext it; being.,as all that 

we read of, in the fight and view of both ſexes, 

When the Prophet Feremiah, forerold the return of the Fews from 
captivity, Jer. 31. and begins to reckon up the joys thar ſhould enſue 
Among the reſt, he tells them The Virgins ſhall rejoyce tn the Dance : the 
Latin hath it 5» Chors - and doubtleſs, thac did oftentimes conſiſt both 
of men and women together ; as well as Virgins comprehend both 
ſexes. And if Dancing were unlawful , neither would God allow of 
being ſerved by it ; nor would So/omzor have told us, There is a time to 
Dance, as well as there is to mourn. So that *tis not the matter and the 
thing that is condemned, but the manner and corrupt abuſe. I find not 
that Seluſt rwitred Sempronia, meerly for her dancing ; but, for doing 
it more artificially than an honeſt woman needed : And 'tis for this 
that Gabinizzs and Celiue too, are reproached. Cato, I know, accuſed 
Luci Murena, for dancing in Aſia; and Cicero, that undertook to 
defend him, ſaid, He durſt not maintain it ro be well donc in reſped 
of the circumſtances : bur, ſure he was, he did not do it conſtanc- 
ly ; as if the uſing of it bur ſometimes, were a kind of juſtification. 
And in this ſenſ was his ſaying, Nemo ſaltat ſobrime, The ſober man 
does ſeldom aft in capers ; taking it to be allowed dodrine, That 
_ dulce eft inſanire in loco; *Tis pleaſant to be frolique in 
ſeaſon. 


Ludovicws Vives tells us of ſome Aſians that coming into Spaiz, and 
ſeeing the people dance, did run away affrighted ; as thinking them 
poſleſt with ſome ill ſpiric, or elſe that they were out of their wits. 
And indeed one would think there were ſome Sorcery in it, that the 
tickling of a Sheeps-gue with Hair and a little Roſen, ſhould make a 
wiſe man leap up and down like mad. Nor did the wiſe M- 
phonſius deem that woman leſs, whom he ſaw ſo wildly dancing, 
that he concluded, Surcly, *rwould not be long before that $ibyl 
would declare her Oracle ; though he himſelt a litcle after, with 
_s Emperour Frederick, and his Empreſs, was content to make! 


one | 
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one at the ſport. To dance too exquilitely is ſo laborious a vanity,that 
2 man would be aſhamed to let any body ſee, by his dexterity in it, 
that he hath ſpent ſo much time in learning ſuch a trifle. And to be 
rotally ignorant of it, and of the garbe and comportment that by learn. 
ling it, is Jearn'd ; ſhews a man either Stoical or but mwanly bred, and 
not inur'd to converſation. The beſt is a kind of rareleſsxeſs as if 
'rwere rather natural motion, than curious and artificial prattizing, 
That there have been ſeveral offences occalioned by it, is not ro me 
an Argument againft it, in it ſelf, Even art Sermons, I have read, thar 
ſcenes of luſt have been lay'd. 1 would not patronize it tor the leaſt 
offence that is init. Butit it conduces to the bertering of Behaviour, 
and the handſome Carriage of a mans perſon among ſtrangers ; if it 
be for a Harmleſs Exerciſe, for a Recreation meerly ; or, to expreſs 
inoffenſively a juſtifiable joy ; I ſee not why it ſhould be cundemn'd. 
It is good for a man ſo to Daexce, as not to put his friends, that ſhall 
behold him, out of coumrenaence ; or, that he need be aſhamed, if his 
enemy ſhould ſtand by. Some men have an «verſ#eſs to it, and theſe 
it ſeldom becomes. 
Frederick the Third, us'd often to ſay, He had rather be ſick of a 
Feaver, than endeavour to Daxce. And moſt Martial men are rather 
for the Drum and Trumpet, than the'Lute and Viol. It ic were ab- 
ſolurely ill in ir ſelf, or it the ill that ſeems to adhere, were in it {elf 
inſeparable from it ; Ir were better all were gone, chan for the greateſt 
pleaſure to keep the leaſt of miſchief. But I cannot think that all muſt 
lin, if they come bur once to humour an Inſtrument ; or, that there 
cannot be daxcing without a danger to Chaſtity. I had rather hold with 


In Liberi patris ſacris 
Mens,que pudica eft,neſciet corrumpier. 


The truly modeſt Will, 
In Bacchus Orgies can be moJeſt ſtill, 


And albeit ſome of the Fathers have declaimed high againſt this 
Recreation ; yet, I take it to be, as it was rudely and laſcivioufly 
uſed by. the Vulgar, and with the infeftive Pagans of thoſe rimes. 
Burt ſurely, as 7 i Entertainments are among great perſons ; and, 
meetings of Love and Friendſhip among perſons of Quality z -There 
is nothing more Modeſt; more Decent, or more Civil. Where even 
the leaſt inclination to wantonneſs is held a mark of Rudeneſs. And 
having ſo many eyes upon them, any Place or Time, indeed, were 
fitter He ſuch purpoſes, than thefe, To conclude upon this Theme, I 
take it to be like Ulſury ; ſomething difficulr to be kept in the mean ; 
$ 


calie to be let into exceſs : and almoſt by all Nations at once deexyed 
and praftiz'd. | 
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LXXL | 
Of the Folly of Sin, | 

T was the Fool that ſaid, There # no God; for certainly, no Wiſe man | 
I ever thought it, And yet, the Fool had ſo much wit, as not to prate 
ert : It was but in his heart he ſaid it. Impudence was not fo great, 
nor inward Convittion ſo ſtrong, as that he could with Confidence de- | 
clare it by his Tezgue. Nor did he ſcrioully think it in his heart : fo 
that it proceeded no further, than a bare and lazy wiſh, becauſe he 
would beglad it were ſo. But, doubtleſs, he could no more believe 
there was no Soul of this vaſt world, than that there was no ſþir#t to 
actuate his body : Or, that a Watch could tell us Time,and motion all 
ics Wheels, without a Spring or Balance. If we believe and ſee, Thar 
the Mind with eaſe, with pleaſure, and without trouble, diſpoſes and 
commands every motion, and member ; every.Mulſcle, and Nerve ; 
every reſerve, and poſture of our Corporal Frame : we may as well | 
conceive, that Infinite and Incomprehenſible Spirit, may as calily diſ- 
ofe and order every particle and accident of this Great and Circumfe- 
rextial world, And then, it cannot but follow, That this Great Soul of 
All, muſt be «finitely wiſe, Infinitely Fuſt, Omnipotent,and Ommniſcient, | 
with all thoſe other glorious Attributes that go to the making up of 
God. And if God be, and be thus, as Senſe and Reaſon by Demonſtrati- 
on makesevident ; Can there be any greater folly in the world,than to 
incur the ager of this Almighty and All-wiſe Goa? Sin is lo purely 
Folly, thatiit is in the main, atturedly, never leſs than an Averſion from 
true Wiſdom. $i can no more be without Folly, than fire without drj- 
neſs, or, water without moiſture. *Tis Folly that opens the dore,and lets 
it into the heart ; that hugs-it, and retains it there, as the Kidney does 
the Stone, till ir eats and grates out that which gave ut birth and breed- 
ing. It was well ſaid of Sroberws, Malorum omnium Stultitia eft Mater 
Of all chars i!1, *cis Folly is the Mother. 

When a Man is under a Prixce that he knows is exaCt in his Fuſtice, 
will he be ſo unwiſe as before his face to violate his moſt equal Law ? 
Stn is lo deeply a folly, that it ſets a man againſt himſelf, and rranſ- 
ports him clean contrary to his true and proper Intereſt. It there be 
any man more Foo! than the wicked, let him take the Gingl/ing Scepter, 
and the py d Coat, if he can- Even Natare teaches all things a ſelf-pre- 
ſervation. But the ſinner is more brutiſh than the Beaſt of the field. He 
deſtroys himſelf, and locks his own legs in the ſtocks, Suppoſe a man 
raiſed by. a Noble Prince, from the poverty and ſubjeRion of a Cottage, 
jtothe plenty and command of a Province, and withal hath promiſe of 
12:2 /ori0u5 Crown hereafter : One would think itwere'this mans /xtereſt 

to hayonr and obſerve this Prince,to be true and faithful to him, to have 
no compliance with his Ezemzes, not to let them have any thing of his 
{ſervice or attendance. And would not all the world condemn him for 
2 Fool that ſhould for zrifles anger him 2 That ſhould play with Boys, | 
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converſe with Beggars, conſort with Theives and Traitors,great otien- 
ders, and all the looſer ſort of the filly and the baſe; and not content 
alone with this , would be ſureto frolick it with his Princes grandeſt 
Enemy, and be ready to obey him in all that he ſhould command ? Yet, 
this is the caſe of every one that is wicked. It was among the fimple 
ones that Solomon (aw the young 14n 2s 2 fool going to the orrettion of 
he /focks, through his incontizence, 'T1s the foot that utters ſlanders, 
'ris the fool that ſports in miſchief, 'cis the fool that rages and 1s confi- 
dent, "tis the fool chat deſpiſeth inſtruction, though from a fathers love, 


ling, *qis the fool that holds his hands in ſloth ;, *cis the fool that rruſteth 
in his own frail heart; "is rhe foo/that makes a mock ar fix. Andthe Pro-! 
phet Feremy will tell us, He that gets wealth wrongfully, though he may 
run well,at his end he ſhall be a Fool. Nor indecd is it the wane of parts, 
or an inability of Nature, that ſo much undoes a man, as the curpirude 
and ſtain of fi. Ever a Root and an #nccent may be ſometime of fimi- 
lary ſenſe. And we read not, that a man (hall be plagued for a fool by 
the defe&t of ordinary comprehenſion. Bur the Pſalmiſt will tell ns, 
That Fools, becauſe of their Tranſgreſſion and Iniquities, are afflitted. And 

ueſtionleſs, there is a great deal of reaſon for this, A man is not con- 
ann.” for being a natural 7znccent 3 it is not ever his fault : The 
children that our Saviour received, were ſuch. But *tis the fi, that 
expoles us to puniſhment. All the ſufferjugs in the world, are not in 
.chemſclves ſo #/l, as is the ſmalleſt /z#. Theſe a man may indure, and 
preſerve his own uprightnels, and be endeared to his Maker for them. 
Bur, /iz docs make us cw{pable, We break Gods bleſled Zaw, and fo 
by gut grow fowl, and become abhorr'd before himi ; ſo that all the 
pretended pollutions of natural things, are not like the tain of a willing 


þ 


"ris the fools Lp that enters into contention, 'tis the fool thar will be 2wed-| 


wy 
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and a knowing fin, Theretote rarely ſpoke the excellent and admired 
Seneca, Licet ſcirem homines ignoraturos, & Denm ig noſciturum, tamen 
peceare nollems, oh peccati turpitudinem, Though I were fuce men ſhould 


| 


never know it, and that God would certainly pardon ir ; yer, I would 


therefore be 
avoid, oy 


a chain about a Priſoners leg, our own ſad guilt does twitch us back, 
and keeps us (till in ſlavery. As creatures, thatare odious to hunanity; 
hide themſelves in the blackneſs ef the night,thar netrher the Sun nor 0- 
ther Creatures may look upon their detormity : So it is with the de- 


not commit a ſix for the forlneſs and diſhoneſty of the fix in it ſelf, This! 


the only thing thar in all the world we ſhould ſtrive to. 
cre be a more furious madneſs, a blacker phrenſie, a' 
dceper ſimplicity, or a more leaden ſtupidity, than to ruſh our ſelves} 
into this Pool of putrefattion? For it not only drenchcs us in the Ze-| 
thean Lake, bur it rowls us into the Sea of offences, and debilicates us! 


in the progreſs of good. If we would be moving'towards Heaven, like| 


praved finner,that is too foul for this 4;zht. Yer,ſins being the works of 
darkneſs, we prefer the inconſolable darkneſs before the pleaſure of 
the brighteſt Rg5. Asin Gem. 15. when Abraham fell aſleep, an horror 


of great darkweſs fell upon him : ſo, when weare invigilanr, and care- 


leſs t 
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leſs of our ſelves, the blinding darkneſs of our ſins ſurprizerh us. 
Tell me ; it inall the ſhop of Nature, agreater Foo! can be found, 
than he that having a Friend and Father, that loves and will not leave 
him, till he hath (ix'd him in Eternal Happineſs : yet, will giddily, 
wilfully, ignorantly, and wantonly, run from him to crouch, and 
creepy and become a ſlave to him, that he knows will uſe him with all 
the Inſultation of Tyranny and Torment that Vengeance can invent ? 
Nor is this in the groſs, bur in each particular offence, Are not, tncn 


| out of their wits, that will play away Eſtates of Plenty , when after 


they muſt live tb ſtarve ? That by their Luſt and Laſciviouſneſs, will 
make themſelves Lazars and Cripples > That by their Ambition, be- 
gct themſelves trouble and ruine ? That by their Covetouſnefs, pur- 
chaſe contempt and curſes, and enjoy nothing themſelves, but greater 
fear and guilt > That by their raſh Anger,throw themfelves into, quar- 
rels and deſtruction > - That by Drunkenneſs make themſelves: Sots, 
and get Vtzards inſtead of Faces? That by their” Riot and Gluttony, 
ſend all their Riches down the Common-Sewer ; and at laſt, as Zucul- 
bs, grown ſtupid, they muſt live under the Tutelage of another ! Can 
a child be ſimpler, when it is dandled into any thing we mind to pur 
upon it ? or for a Gaud or Rattle be made to part with 1] that can be 
of benefitto it > Does not the ſinner do'worſe and fooliſher, when for a 
toy, a.conceit, a licoriſh defire, an humor or fancy, he ſhall diſmiſs 
himſelf of Felicity , and all thoſe ſaving Graces that can render him 
happy for ever? Are we not content to be cntic'd and gull'd, (like 


| Children ſtoln by Spirits)with pretended kindneſs and painted baubles, 


till we be put under Hatches, and carried as eternal Exiles from our 
Native Country, Heaven, to lead the life of ſlaves in ſhackles under 
Tyranny 2 When LZyſimachas in Thracta, had delivered up himſelf and 
his Army to Domitran tor want of water+;- and, afrer a draught, conſi- 
dercd what he had done : He then does to the Gods cxclaim, That he 
ſhould be ſo mad, for the pleaſure of a diſh of water to turn himſelf 
out of Kingſhip into a Slave. We traffique gold for durt,when we pur- 
chaſe ought by ſinnizg. Let aman be never lv great a Politictan,yet,if 
he be a ſinner, he will appear to be ſimple ar Jaſt, And thgug! he may 
think, By injury to gain upon others ; yet, let him renMEmber, Thar 
no man can do an injury to another,but wirhal,}c does injurc himſelf; 
and ſo,though he thinks to ſhew himſelf of a deeper reach,and a higher 
ſtandard of wit than his neighbour ; yet,in the cnd, he will come forth 
a fool. : | 


LXXII. 
That the Mind only makes Content. 


WW. ſee it is neither eaſe,nor /abour,” nor wealth, nor wayt, that 


ſeats a man in cither- Pleaſure or Diſcontent, Some men 


"= liberty, leiſure, plenty, and reſt, have leſs ſatufatFion than thoſe 
| | | TR that 


— 


R ESOLVES. 


chat, which would wear out all the happizeſs of him that 1s not that 
way afteted, Repole to an aftive mwindis a tedious and an irkſom 
ching. And therefore to him that hath not buſineſs, Play is taken up 
in ftead on't; and even that, after a little time, does tire as much as 
buſineſs ; and, in the ſequel, uſually galleth more. We ſee in thoſe 
that have plenty topleaſe themſelves in all they can imagine z that by 
cheir wealth may make Summer and winter at will, and that ſeem to 
others to command all the walks in Paradiſe, and the Birds to warble 
what they (ball but bid them : yer, this high ſ6;#e, bur makes them 
nice and wanton, that for want of other divertiſements, they quarre] 
with their own felicity, and ſtrangle by their curiouſneſs even all that 
Providence intended thould be pleaſing : As,full and queaſie ſtomachs 
do often coy at that, which the hungry would accept of for delicious. 
When 0 found but One hundred Thouſand Seſterties was all at 
laſt was left him, with ſhame, in ſcorn,he quatt his poyſon'd draught, 
and dy'd, | 


Ouid enim majore cachinuo 
Excipitur Populi, quam pauper Apicius ? 


——-For, what can Pcople jeer at more, 
Than one to hear, Apicics is grown poor ? 


Even Context turns to vexation, and we are weary with having no- 
thing to weary us. All the winds in the Compaſs , cannot blow one 
gale that ſome men ſhall be pleas'd with, A froward mind makes all the 
Muſes, furies ;, like bodies over-fat, they are burthen'd with their own 
lov'd load. Nor can men fo m———— injoy themſelves- in all the 
ſmiles of Fortune. The Lilly ſeems too pale, and the Roles ſmell is 
fulſom, Some men are {6 calt together of Fealoufie, Ewvy, Pride, and 
Choler, that, like ſavage Beaſts, they are ready to tear, not only thoſe 
that ſeek to ty them up ; butſuch as loole their chains,and bring them 
food to live with. Tell them what is d/Faftful, or tcll rhem whar is 
pleaſing they ſhall as at both alike. As kindling Charcole, they (hall 
throw out ſparks,and crackle,though you ſhall not blow them. Con- 
rradict them, they ſhall rwit ; ſay as they, they ſhall blurt and ſuarl, 
As Waſps, diſturb'd, or let alone, they buzze, and angry make a noiſe 
about you : Pcing of a nice and tender ſpirit z nor bn nor cold, 
can be indured by them. As Arrows whoſe feathers are not even ſer 
draw them never ſo home, and ſhoot them from what Bow you! 


|will, they ſhall never fly to the right mark. Their own diſpoſitions 


make bur a milder and more terrene Hell, Whar a pitiful little peek 
took Haman from all his content? On the- other iide , where the 
Mind does incline, and is pleas'd to gratifie the ſmooth'd Aﬀettions ; 
all things ſeem to have a ſerenc aſpe&. As through a Stremgwe the Air 
is all delighrful, and all the colowrs that do enrich the Rainbow make 
it beautitul, Do we not even with wonder often (ce, how there are 


—_— 


SC many | 


chat toil in ſweating pains and labour, And others even in pleaſure do| Cayr. 11 


” 
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many that take pleaſure in toil 2 They can out-riſe the Sun, out-watch 
the Moon, and out-run the fields wild Beaſt. Mecrly out of fancy and 
dele&ation, they can find ont wirth, in Vociteration ; and Muſick, in 
the barking of Dogs ; and be context to be led about the Earth, over 
hedges and through ſloughs, by the windings and the ſhitrs of a poor 
affrighted Vermine : yet, atter all, come off, as 2eſſalina from her 
wantonneſs, tyr'd, and not ſatisfied with all that the Brutes can do. 
But, were a man injoyn'd to this, that did nor like ir, how redions,and 
how puniſhable to him would ir prove ? Since in ir (clt it differs not 
from riding poſt ; or, putting a wiſe man from following and humour- 
ing the motions of a child, or fimplc animal. Let no man therefore 


] wonder at the ſeveral Contentments of men : For, unleſs the defires of 


men be bounded with Prudence and Moderation, the Appetite of the 
Mind is various, as the Palate of the Body, for which no man can 
give a reaſon. As he is like ro be moſt at caſe in his Journey, that likes 
the pace of the Bealt he rides @n : So is he that can bring his 242d to] 
approve of that condition God hath ſer him in. And fince the Aſind 
alone is judze of pleaſure, tis not what others apprehend, but what the 
party farcies to himſelf, that ſatrsfies. 


— — 


CLELELILIL 
Of Ceremonies. 


| Aus all the varzeties that liberal Natere docs beſtow 1 py us ; 


How few things are there, that we take and do make uſe of, as 
nakedly they were produc'd at firſt, bur that wich circumftance and 
trimminz we ſtrive to improve and beautifie ? The rarcſt and moſt preti- 
ous materials, we think not ſplexdza, till we have refin'dthem. We cut 
and poliſh Diamonds, We burniſh gold and ſilver. Our ſilks we ſcour, 
and give them g/oſs and dye. Our woo! we card and mingle ; we wear not 
Cleth till dreſs d and dy'd, and then with lace and fancy work it up for 
wearing. Ve eat not food, but cook'd with ſawce and arted for the pa- 
late. Even the Cow eats not her Mother Earths brave ſallas, all and 
only green. Providence hath enamel'd all with beauty in the oriext co- 
lonrs ſprinkled in her Mantle, that by the eyes being pleas'd, the apperite 
may be more epticed out,aud the medly become confection,fitter for Na- 
tures ſuſtenance, Ve do not rudcly heap our wood and ſtore together 
for our dwellings, but we hew and fit them into decent order ; we are 
ſolicitous to contrive them ffately without, and beautiful and convent- 
ent within ; ſo that we make them by adorning them, and by the rules 
of Architecture, :rather a Palace than a Priſon. Every Calling hath his 
Baage and Ornament, The Sonldier (\hines in Steel, the Lady in her Tew- 
els,the Courtier in his Silks. The Law and Phyſick,have their proper ha- 
bits, fitted to their known Profeſſions. And ih all Religions, ow, 


Heathen, Mahumetan, and (hriſftian ; I ncver tound, but their Priefts 
in their Garments were diſtinguitht from the Zaick lock. Only we! 
| ... bave* 
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' have found ot larter years a race of ruder men, that under the pretence 
| of Piety, have. raken. up a garb both fortith and diſdainful ; char are 
afraid to be known by their habits to be Prieſts of the living God ; they 
can wear a Cipreſs or a Ribbond tor a friend but, not a Scarf or Girdle, 
for the Church or State. Surcly, a Gown or Swrplice may in themſelves 
as well be worn, as cicher a Shirt, or Band, or (leake: and they can 
hardly,to unbyalled men,guve a reaſon for geckining them, unleſs it be 
becauſe Authority commands them. As if becauſe the Apoſtle com- 
mands, That things be done decently, and in order, therefore it were 
ſufficient ground tor men to be walk and rude, and common, and flo- 
venly. What would nave become of theſe men,had they been enjoyn- 
cd ro have been attyred as Aaron, in light and flaming colours,with Bells 
tinkling, and Pomgranates dangling, round about their skirts > How 
would they have brook'd a /ner Miter of ſixteen cubirs long, thar 
will rather loſe a Zivizg, and the opportunity of ſaving ſouls, and the 
honour of being an agent for Heaven, than own a {imple Serplice? As 
if white were not a colour as lawful as blackyor, the thred of the flex 
as warrantable, as the woo we cut from of the dumb Sheeps back : or, 
that a Gown were not as legitimate ro be worn in a Church, as tor them 
ts fit wrapt with, in their own warm houſe or ffudy. I find to the Fews 
by God himfelf, there were twelve peculiar habits appointed to the 
Levites, And ſurcly, (not being forbidden) why may not his Church 
without offcnce injoyn ſome ? which are ſo far trom being unlawful 
in themſclves, as we ſcc, they would be worn, it they were not in- 
joyned. And are worn iz cadem. ſpecie, though not i eadens forma. 
'Tis granted by Chemmitizs, and I think, by moſt of the reformed Di- 
vines, That 1» ritibs Adiaphoris habet Eccleſia Poteſtatem, In things 
| 7zdifferent the Church warus not authority. He that is Lieutenant of a 
| Province, though in the main he be tyed to govern by the Laws, from 
| which he may not deviate : yer, he is never ſo bound up, bur thar 
{ in Circazaftances he hath a laticude lefr ro diſcretion, And it (although 
{in ir (elf indifferent) ir be once by the Church injoywd, ir becomes 
; then ſo far a Divine Law, as 'tis Divine, in Licitis, to obey rhe Su- 
| preme Governour, and Legiſlative Power. And then, Where will be the 
| difference in retuſing an 1znccent Ceremony Authoriratively impoſed,and 
|alluming a pratice of one diſputable, and not impoſed } As Urbim 
did in Faſting on the Lords Day; tor which St. Auguſtine tells him, 
| That Totas Ecclefias tyrbures & damparet, He would diſturb and con- 
'demn the Univerſal Church. Ir is not poſſible ro perform a worſbip 
; without ſome natural or inſtituted Ceremony; and while they are hot 
 contraaiftive tothe Canon, I cannot think, God will be angry with me 
\ for obeying them ; or, that being an Anathema, if I hear not the Chareh, 

I ſhonid come to be ſo, when I do obey her. While they are not de- 
 clared Eſſentials of that worſhip, arc not croſs to the Sacred Text, are 
| ordained only for diſtinition, order, decency, and- helps ro Piety and 
; Devotion ; | ſee not, why it may not be in che prudence of a (hweh, 
| moderately to #njoyz them ; and become the Tiety and Hwmility of the 
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| 
CxNnT. I. beſt, ro ſwbxzit to what ſhall be i»joy#d? I remember a paſſage of a 
LD [grave Divine upon this Subje,which was this ; A Ceremony (ſaith he) | 
| in the judgement of all, us in itſelf a thing indifferent : To preach the | 
word, a thing precepted and of neceſſity. Now,1l would have men lay the 
thing indifferent in one (cale, and the thing neceſſary in the other ;, and 
then Jet.them tell me; it it be not better ro ſwallow a Ceremony, than to | 
rend 2 Church. Obedience and Unity tend to Peace ; and Peare is the 
worlds flouriſh ; but, diviſion ang diſobedience are as the trains leading to | 
the 24zre, that blows up all. It the Ceremony did admit a diſpute ; yer, | 
being ſervants to the (hurch,it would not wholly light upon them thar 
obey d ; and it may well be believed, their ſubmiſſion would be more | 
acceptable than eirher their cavz/, or their criticiſm, The Ceremontes of | 
State, though the wiſe man knows they be not of the ſimews of Goverx- 
ment, yet, they arc the air, and of the countenazce thereot ; ſo, beger 
in common people a kind of awful reverexce both of the Perſon and 
the Fanttion,. Tnere is no doubt, but the praftice of decent and ſeemly 
'Ceremonies does help to preſerve a Church not only in fixation, but in 
efteem, And is a ral to keep off the prophane Fulians, who elſe might. 
do-as he did, piſs upon the Table. Nor do I find, but afloon as the 
Church arrived at any ſtate of power, bur ſhe took upon her to be as, 
| well formally as materially a Church ; and beſides the rites of worſhip | 
by her preſcribed, Feſtivals, and Liturgies, her ſplendor was ach, | 
that with ſome emulation, it not envy, her Enemies began to cry our, | 
En qualibus vafis Marie Filio adminiftrant | Sce but with what coſtly | 
Veſlels they officiate to the Son of Mary ! Theed, 1ib,3:cap.12. Though! 
the bark of a Tree be no part of the Timber, fruits, or leaves ; yer we 
ce, if that be ſtripr away, the Tree it ſelf will die. So, a waked Chmrch | 
is no more laſting or comely, than the body of a Man without cloaths | 
is ſeemly or ſecure, | 


of the contentment after the overcoming of a ſtrong | 
| Temptation. | 


' 


Very Temptation is a ſnare, and they that overcome are as Birds | 
clcaped; whom Nature ſuffers not to hold from rejoycing bur, as 
ſoon as they are got looſe they chirp and ſing out a Foy to themſelves. 
Surely it a man would chooſe out a happy condition to live in, he could | 
not fancy to. himſelf a betrer than when he is come off a Conguerony 0! 
a great and ſtrong Tempration, Victory is {0 pleaſant a thing, thar it 
leaves a man nothing to fear, unleſs ir be that which he feareth nor; 
The foul put by from God returns in the end with comfort,and ſweet- 
ly cloſeth with irs Maker , whoſe goodneſs ſhe knows it is * 
make 'her ſo Yidferiows. Divided friends when once they come to 
meet, like Iron and the Loadſtone, they do not march but leap to one 
anothers boſom. They know th'-are ever under the ſhade of wn 
VINE; 
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divine proreRtion, but now they fly.into the 4/meghries arms, and reſt| Caxr; 1: 


ſecure within his {aic Embraces, When Spartan-yoaths had overcome 
an Encmy, they were brought home with Garlands crows'd, with 1a: | 
ſick and rejozcing. The greateſt exulcations that we read of , were the 
Trinmphs that were conterr'd on Conquerowrs, And 'tis worthy our ob” 
lervation what high and ſplendid Priviledges the Scriprure does abgn 
o him that overcometh. He ſhall eat ot the Tree of Life, and of the 
hidden Mazre, Comforts and Inſpirations ſent from Heavez as the 
tood of the ſoul, Hidden becauſe only known to- himſelf. And the 
white Stone with the new name inſcribed alluding- ro the Acquerrals 
and Dopations of {upream Princes , beſtowed on {uch as 'had the 4»- 
nocence and bleſſing to light upon them: which were ſo high ro.rne 
enjoyers of them, that they were not able to make any other ever un- 
derſtand them. He ſhall be made a Pillar in the Temple of God,and ſhall] 
go out nomorc, and ſhall ar laſt be pertniitred ro fit in the Throze with 
Heavens great Maker, and the ſupreme. God of gods. Ir furniſhes him 
with experience of the crafts and wiles'and policies .of ſharpeſt Ene- 
mics, and the Aids, Aſiſtances, and unepected Providences of an At 


Patience, and their other ſtockof Yirrues,animartes and increaſes them 2 
whereby by overcoming once we ledtn to: overcome again, and 
maſter,and triumph over all thoſe ſubrilties thar are lifted up againſt us. 
Tis one of a Gereral”s (trongelt Argaments to incite his men.to Con- 
rage, To put them in mind, how oft they have been viftors. Ir does 
enkindlc induſtry and add a fofce to Fortitude, while being overcome 
declines the riſing head and debaſes all the ſpirits ro a dull and low 
Terrenity. The air is after Victory more wholclom,than it was before. 
The conculhon of Arins, and the ſtirring of the Element does rarific 
and purge it, and the Congqueronr breaths treelier than he did before. He 
is nut checkt by oppoſition. The preſent Region is his own to reſt 
and ſleep in,where, and when he pleaſeth. The mind is lightned both of 
Fear and Care. And he looks upon his own Happineſs as both aſcending 
bighcr and laſting longer for his late hard Conqueſt. Which is not only 
intimated by the Artzents in making thePalm-rree the Symbol of Y+ 
fory, as dildaining to be incurvarted by weight, but alſo being an ever- 


Trees. In which the Holy Ghoſt is not wholly unaſpeRive tothe cuſtom 


-—— — — — —OC——  — — —— 


p17 | 


mighty Guardian and Defender z, and by the exerciſe of their Faith and 


grcen with pleaſant fruirand of continuance longer than moſt of orher| 


that was uſed among men, fince we find the Triumphers in the Revela- 


Wa ah.” 


of great Tribulation, For their noble ſufferance, their undaunred 1d- 
lour in not yielding, their over-towring Faich,and their coming oft with 


werc now remunerated, with rhe Yzſion and Fruition of the Almighty ; 


ox that bath ben battering hard upon us, dilares the pleaſe 


— — 


tion (as badges of Viftory) carried their Palms in their hands. Andthe! 
Text, a little after, tells us that rhefe were of thoſe rthar had come our! 


Maſtery, againſt all the Afaults of fierceſt Fes, and Temprers; theſe 


| 


and for ever after, ſtood exempted from ſorrow, or any other of the 
diſturbing. paſſions of -xan. And certainly ro overcome a —_— 

foul, 
and} 
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[more univerſally good, The fire refuſes not, as well to warm the Beg- 


RESOLVES. 
and, lifting it up to God, does place it in a calzz rejoycing. Though it 
were materially true, yer myſtically it was not fo: for the ſhadow of 
Alexander was longer after his Conqueſt, than it was before. Ir aroſe up 
higher in the effimarion of men : and extended a proteCtion further to 
ſuch as had their provice to live under his ſpreading ſhade. Offavian 
and Augaſtus were not the ſame in one man. A yourh at firſt deſpis'd 
and (lighted by the experience and haughtineſs of his Jealous Emulae-: 
tors; bur after bowed and kneeled to,by all that drew breath under the 
wing of the Romane Eagle. And more than this,it ſhews the world our | 
parts, which elſe would ſteal unſeen, from off the ſtage. Ir is with vir- 
ruous menzas it is with Spices and ſome kind of fragrant Herbs, Their 
bruſing, by conteſt, tells all about how rich their oaey is. - | 


— 


Vidi ego jattatas mota face creſcere flammas : 
Et vial nullo concutiente mort. 


How have I ſeen, the brazdiſht Torch blaze high ; 
While that unſtirr*d, by ftanding ſtil], docs die ? 


As gold is the better for being in the fire, and ſo is more efteem'd by 
men when purified, : So is man, got off from Temptation,not only bet- | 
jan lik'd by thoſe of this world, but he is more endcared to the Deit 

he ſerves, for appearing of a #ryd Fidelity | 
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| Of (ivility. | 
| Y be they be impaſſionate, the greateſt ſpirits, and thoſe of the/ 
beſt and nobleſt breeding, arc ever the moſt reſpeCtive and ob- 
ſcquious in their Garb, and the moſt obſervant and grateful in their 
Language to all. They know, rudeneſs is ſo courſe a gobber that ir can-! 
no tbe digeſted by a healthful ſtomach:nor Terms uncivil heard without! 
gall or quarrel. And therefore to prevent the lattcr,they arc caretul to! 
avoid the firſt, This we may build upon : The molt aid judaments 
are perſons of the Higheſt Civility. They think, to diſpleale is none of 
the proper intereſts of Man : Nature made him Communicable and Soct- 


able. To be rude or fooliſh is the badg of a Feak mind, and of one de- 
ficient in the coxverſive quality of Man. The Nebleſt Creatures are the 


, 


gar as the Prince. The water bears as well. the Carrick as the Cork. 
The earth to all allows her bearing boſome. The equal air as equally 
ſerverh all. And the bright S##, without diſtinftion ſhines, To occa- 
ſion a quarrel is a thing of Reproach, And if a wiſe man hath unawares 
provok'd one, Ir lies in the mind, as mercury does in the Body, ceaſes 
not working till it quite be got out. Iris not for one Gentleman to 
ſpeak to another what (hall beget either ſhame or azper,or call upeither 
a bluſh or frown. And if there be a neceſſity to diſplcaſe, yet we ought 


ro 
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to do it as awrſes do with Children when they are to give them what is | CENT. Il. 
 bicter, ſmicar it in Hoxy or rowl it in Sugar, that even the palate (if } WW 
| poſſible) may be held in content, *Tis a handſome ſtory of the Cying 

| Ariſtotle when he was ſought to by his Scholars to. declare his Succel- 
for, among which there were two eſpecially oft more eminent merit 
[than the relt, T heophraſtus 2 Lesbian, and Menedemus a Rhodjan. Ari- 
|ftotle calls for Wine ot both thoſe places, pretending to drink his laſt 
farwel with his Scholars before he dyed. He taſtes the Wine of Rhodes 
and commends it both for ſound and pleaſant. "Then rafting that of 
Lesbos, he commendeth both for excellent good, but that of Lesbos to 
be the more delicious : by which they underſtood, he meant Theo- 
phraſtus (hould hold the ſucceſſion. So by commending bothghe tacite- 
ly prefer'd the one without the leaſt diſparagement to the other, And 
in Religzop, this will hold as well as in morality and the common Con- 
verſation of the World, For that was never found to be a foe to goed 
manners, but that it allowed of a civil reſpe@ both in behaviour and 
words ; by paying obſervance in the one, and giving Tiles in the other, 
according to the degree and quality of the _ we have to deal with, 
Facob we know to have been a perſonele& and in Grace with God him- 
ſelf, and though Eſe# were a prophane perſon and ;had fold his Birth- 
right to his younger Brother,whereby the priviledges of primogeniture 
were loſt, and his right in the Sacred Covenant diſpurable, it not wa- 
cated ; yer when Fatob intended to meet him, becauſe he was a great 
man =" in the Nature of a petty Prince and in ſome kind a Gemerat, for 
he had a Band of 400 men : He firſt ſends him a zoble preſent of many 
numerous Beaſts, And commanded his ſervants, when Eſau inquired | 
whoſe they were, they ſhould ſay, They were a preſet tor my Lord 
Eſau ſent him from his ſervant Faceb, And when he himſelt came neer 
him, he bowed himſclt ſeven times to the ground upon his approach to 
his Brother. Nay all his retinue after him, the hazd-maids and their 
Children, Zeah and her Children, Foſeph and Rachel,all of them bowed 
themſelves; and after that, in diſcourſe he complements him ſeveral 
ties with, Let me find Grace in the ſight of my Lord ; and therefore 
nave Iſcen ry face,as though I had ſeen the face of God, David,though 
he were 4mointed and deſigned King ; yet when he met Prince Jonathan, 
he fell on his face three times, and bowed himſelf ro the ground, The 
Shunamite i(cl| at the Prophet Elia's feet, and bawed her elf to the 
ground, The Widow of Tekoa told David, As an angel of God, (o 
[is my Lord the King. Though Darins were 2 Pagan Prince, and 
had (though unwillingly) yet unjuſtly, permitted Daziel ro the Li- 
ons Den ; Yet as ſoon as he was out, his Language was : O King, live 
for ever. In the New teſtament St, Pay begins his Complement with, 
King Agrippa. And when Feſts charg'd him wrongfully with be- 
ing mad ; His return was not Rewiling, nor Reerimmation: bur, I 
11 not 1d, moſt Noble Feſtus. Certainly, in thoſe Eaſtern parts of 
the World, though they uſed nat to uncover the head, yet rhe or- 
dinary bowing of the body was equivalent to the putting off the | | 
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CENT, 1+ [Hat with us: but bowing down to the ground, with all thofe = 
LW WY |rations, Was far beyond our praftice of wncovering ; and deſcended 
| well neer to a Sacred YVeneration. And the Rhetorical Collaudations,with | 
the Honourable Epithets given to their perſons, were far beyond the 
Appellations chat are uſed in our days, yet are we commanded to uſe 
ro every man the reſpeRts that are due to his place, and quality. God, 
himſelf calls men to Hezourable places:and doubtleſs where he is pleas'd 
to beſtow it, we ought not to deny it. Render to all their d#es, Honour | 
ro whom Horour belongs. When our bleſſed Saviour that took upon 
him the form of a Servazr, was living among the Fews, though they 
hated his Do&tine, and art laſt condemn'd his Perſoz, yet their com- 
mon ſalutation was, Rabbi, Rabbonz, Maſter ; And when in Honour to 
his Deſcent as allyed to the Crown, he was called the Son of David, he | 
gave no checke to the Title, but Fehr the 13 he tells them, You call 
me Maſter,and you ſay well. So that ſafely we may conclude, that Be- 
haviour rue and clowniſh,and indeed unchriſtian, in keeping on the hat 
beforc Nobles, Magiſtrates, Kings, and Swperiours (With that wvitupert- 
os thou-ing men, and not owning their Tz#/es) comes not from Scrip- 
rure or any cxample of the people of God, but from ſome blacker fiend 
that under the pretence of Ptety and the Spirit, walks contrary to all. 
the practice of the Faithful. The Apoſtle commands us to ſubmit our | 
ſelves to every ordinance of nan for the Zords-ſake as yielding com- | 
plyance nor ſo much for our own cnds bur purely our of Conſcrence, as 
being a conſtitution ordained by God himſclf;, whoſe r7iſdomeſtabliſht | 
the Vorld not only in the larger frame whcre vaturally every thing | 
ſubſides ro whar is ſuperiour, bur even in every Province, 'and cach| 
particular, where Government and Ovediexce perpcruates the Harmony | 


of all. | 
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LXXVI. | 
T hat the preſent Times are not worſe than the Former, 


T* is the Preachers precept that a man ſhould not ſay; Why is ir,that 
the former days were better than theſe > For thou dolt not inquire 
wiſcly of theſe things. Some have reduc'd this to thoſe only that ſmart 
under preſent troubles ; So paſſion rather than Reaſon begers the Com- 
plaint. Others lumit ic to the comparing the Law with the Goſpel ; 
and then, there is no doubt, it any be judg beſides the Few, He muſt 
be condemn'd of Folly, that would go about to prefer the times of 
Meſes under the load of Ceremonious ſhadows, before thoſe fled 
Chriſt, wherein the oak is taken off, and the cloud irradiated with the 
ſhine of Evangelical truth. So that we may confidently acknowledge 
that memorable ſaying of execs Sylvins, tha although the Chri- 
ſtian Religion had ever been confirm'd by miracles, yer it deſerved 
and would have been taken up by men, for the very Honeſty that 
it carties with it, Burt fince this was writ in Solomons time, ſo long 
| before 
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before the coming of our bletled Saviour among us, we may belicve 
he meant it more univerfally both of the precedent and ſucceſſive 
courſes of the World. And ſurely it we examine all things in a judici- 
ons ſcale,we ſhall find indeed,we do not wiſely,when we vent the Com- 
plaint and cenſure. Humane Nature is more ſenſible of ſmart in ſuffer- 
ing, than of pleaſure in rcjoycing, and the preſent indurances caſily 
rake up our thoughts, Ve cry out for a little pain, when we do but 
{mile for a great deal of Contentmert. And from this we blame the 
preſent for a little preſſure, when we pals over all thoſe ſeft and ſmooth 
demulceations that inſenſ{ibly do. ſtroke us in our gliding life. Nor in- 
deed are the pungencies of former times in the comprehenſion of our 
view, but at diſtance, and by ſome Records that have picke our only 
what arc extraordinary. So like Promonts at Sea they look high ar a 
diſtance as if all the Country were an elevated mountain, which when 
we come to land we find bur of the ſame Altitude with the other parts 
of the yorld we have ſeen. And the mind of man runs with more (ele- 
rity to Foy. It's true,ſometimes there are intervals of Yirtue and Vice, 
inclinations to Wars and Properſions to peace. The Sybarites had a vein 
of delicacy, The Spartans a ſtrein of Arms : Athens had her Arts and 


| 


Learning ; and Scythia's fame was Barbariſm.And inthe ſame Country, 
One age runs upon one zhing, and-another does decline what by for- 
mer times hath been courted by the inhabitants of the ſelf-ſame Ch- 
mate. But theſe being bur in parts, it the whole be ſ\ummi'd up roge- | 
ther, we ſhall find the proportion of all to be much about the ſame 
fathom of what the World was at before. If the preſent age exceed 
in ſome imbrac'd particulars, we ſhall read of former, that in other 
| exceeded ms, If we have inventions of newer date with us, They cer- 
tainly had others that now to us are loſt. And it we ſurvey the Yices| 
of precedent times, they will appear more Barbarous and more Epi- ; 
demical chan ſuch as now flame in the World. We look upon it as the 
wonder of Yice to this day, That a ſtranger could not come to Sodom, 
but the more than brutiſh Citizens muſt burn in ſordid Luſt, which was 
ſo foul that nothing bur Fire and Brimſtone could purge the ſtench of ir 
from the world, It was a City of Pedicators and Catamites,lo wickedly 
bent thar ir coſt a ziracle to preſerve the Axgels from their Fury, a Vice 
ſo new and fo inhumane, that neither betore, nor ſince, could the 
World find any other name for ir, but what was deriv'd from that of 
the City it ſe]f. After this, among the eg yprians was that of the ſtraw- 
| leſs Tax. The Graecians under wiſelt Law-givers approv'd of _ 
ning Theevery.. And drinking was ſo wild aYice among them, Thar 
even the Grammar loſt it's lenſe by their debauchery ; Pergrecari 
ſounding tobe mad with Drink. Have we any ſo vain as Xerxes,' that | 
would think to whip the Sex to calmneſs; or ſo prodigal as was Mlex- 
" | ander, that, as Plutarch tells us, ſpent twelve millions of Talents-upon 
| Hephaſtions Funeral? Aſum (o incredible, that *ris a queſtion whether 
at thattime the Revenew of thoVorld could afford it? Among the Fews, 
that by rhcir Re/igjionpre-tended to more preciſeneſs,we find Inceſt, Fra- 
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| CenT. Il |tricide, Parricide,and Treaſon ; Oppreſſion,Peremptory and Imperious Cru- | 
LW [elty to the cutting men with Saws,and killing one another,was play and | 
| ſport for Princes. Abſolon,a younger Son toa Prince of a petty Province, | 
| [had yer his fifry Foormen daſhing by his Chariot ſide. LZucive Florms 
| cells us of the German Women,that,tn their Bartails, made their Chil- | 
dren their weapons,and would fling their own naked ſprawling Infants! 
in the face of thoſe they fought with ; that the horror of the thing might. 
daunt the Remax courage. Under Tits, that was, for the ſweetneſs 
of his diſpoſition, cry'd up by them of Rowe, for the worlds delicious 
jewel, There was yet the number of 500 perſons, every day while the 
Siege was ſtrict, crucity'd before the walls of Feruſalem, till they 
wanted not only Croſles, but Room to ſer them in. There was Eleven 
hugdred thouſand(lain, Nine hundred ſeventy thouſand Caprives, and 
many alive ript up with bloudy hands, in hope to find among the Or- 
dure of the body,the gold they ſo much covered. Was there ever ſince 
then, any thing like the Tex Perſecutions? Was there any thing but 
Nero's Luxury, equal to Ners's Craelty? and yet, Domitian in one par- 
ticular out-went him ; He loved to feed his eyes, and ſee thoſe Tor- 
tures Nero but commanded. VVhere have we now a Liciniuws Lacullas, 
that at once put 20000 of the Cexcej to the Sword, contrary to the 
Articles of their Rendition ? or, like the famous Aaguſtws, who at one 
time in Per#ſa, ſacrificed 300 of the principal Citizens at the Altar of 
his Ulncle F#lizs : In whole Triumvirate the Machine of the world 
was danc'd ; and he that was but ſent to, or proſcrib'd, he preſently 
kneeld and ſent his head for a preſent. Sylla took 4 Legions 24000 men 
of the Conquer'd part to mercy : but not willing to truſt them, while| 
the Senate ſate,and in their hearing,he cur them all in pteces. Tiberius 
would make mento be fi]Fd with Wine,then tic them tp from Urine, 
that their rorment might ſwell with their bodies. Sxetonzxc records it. 
of (aligule, That it was ordinary with him to brand with marks of 
Intamy the moſt Honoured and deſerving perſons, then to condemn 
them to the Mines, (hut them up in Cages, expoſe them to beaſts, | 
or ſaw them through the middle. 

The Covetouſneſs of thoſe times were as great as their Cruelties. Ir 
was crime enough to pofleſs a wealth with virtue. Accuſations were 
not for Offences, though they were for Confiſcations. Men, Towns, | 
and Temples,eſcaped not in their gripe and rifling them of all: yer this, 
ob predam, non 0b deliFum; toenrich the Court with Coin, but nor 
roempty the Common-wealth of Vice. Marcws Antonims in one year, 
fram the lefler 4fiz only, raiſed 200000 Talents. For their Luxu 
their Drinking, and their Feaſting , who reads their tories ſhall | 
find they have ourgon belief ; continuing ſometimes 36 hours at a 
meal, with the interventions only of Luſt and Vomiting, Their |. 
|<Lparel ſometimes only Tiffeny , inverting Natures inſtitution, 

who meaning it to hide ſhame, they us'd it now to ſhew it. | 
Seneca (peaks it of their matrons, Ne Adulteris quidems plus ſui in 
Cubiculo, quam in publico oftendunt , They ſhew as much to the 
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people abroagpas they do to their Adulterers in their retired Bed-cham- 
bers. They had nothing of weight about rhem bur their Fewels, Every 
joynt of every finger was particularly delign'd. his load. They had their 
winter and Summer Rings, (o that by the {1ghrt of their hand, you might 
pick out the ſeaſon, though you felt neither heat nor cold, Hor tenſixe 
a great Orator, ſucd his fellow Commiſſioner for diſordering a plaic 
in his Robe. And they had thcir Dinner and their Supper Garments : 
So curious on were in compoſing their Hair ; ſo coltly in their Ap- 
parel, Dyct, Servants, Houtho!d-ſtuff, and all belonging to them ; 
that if we compare the Exceſſes of thoſe times with the (in reſpect of 
them) petty waxitics of ours, there will appear the difference berween 
a Court and Cottage, and the vaſt extention of their enlarged Empire, 
and the ſmall circumference of our (ingle-moated Jland. Every Na- 
tion hath its Zezith and irs Declination. As they rile in Empire, they 
enlarge both in Virtue and Vice ; and when they decline, they fink in 
theſe, as they do decline in Dominion. And though as to themſelves 
one time may be cither better or worſe than another : Yer take rhe 
World in groſs, and jumbled rogether, and there is nothing now 
to be complain'd of in the main ; but what hath been as highor high- 
er heretofore, Every Nation hath endured Oppreſhon, hath felc of 
Tyranny, hath admitred Treaſon, and hath trod the M1zes of Vice. 
Only as Iflanders arc uſually the moſt Nefarious ; we have in one thin 

out-aced all the Lands the Sun did ever ſhine upon :, A Prince no lf 
by wirtze and glorious parts, than by right of Inheritance and decent 
ot Anceſtry ; under the pretence of abuſed Tuſtice with the formality of 
miſ-interpreted Law, hath been ſentenc'd (by his ſworn Subjetts turn'd 


becauſe he ever abhorred to be ſo. Creation never yer ſaw any thing, 
ro equal ir. For two pieces of Treaſon, we have digged lower to- 
wards Hell, than ever yet did any other people, The Powder, and the 
pretended-Parliamental Treaſon: As it to revenge the attempt of the 
one, Wwe had ſtrained to gratifie the anthors of it, by out-doing them 
in the orher. *Tis apparent in other particulars, other times have had 
blacker crimes than ours ; but doubtleſs, in the general, the world is 
rather better than worſe than it hath been. Wars, Rapine, Murther, Trea- 
ſon, Pride, and Luft, have ever been ſince Man was Man. Bur, in rc- 


7:0n and intention of all, as well as the outward at ; I believe it hath 
ſo wrought upon the general Genius of the world, as it is not ſo auda- 
ciouſly and epedemically facimorous, as it was in times of Paganiſm, who 
were taught by their gods to be loſe and leſs than men. And ſurely, 
the confiderations of the like to theſe may (o tar prevail upon the opsnt- 
ons of men ; as though they may be ſorry the world is not better ; yer, 
compar'd with what hath formerly been, they need not wonder that 
| tis now ſo zll. 


into Rebels) to a Decapitation ;, and, as a Tyrant, put to death, indecd} 
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gard of the influence of Chriſtian Religion, which corres the cogita- | 
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Of Three things we ought to know. 


WO of them are in our ſelves, the other is without us ; yct,of ſo | 
- great xccefſity, thar, without it, of the be/# of creatures made tor 
this world, we become the worſt and the oft unhappy. We ought to 
underſtand our awn Miſery,Gods Love, and our ows thankful Obeazence: 
Our own. Miſery, how deep and fatally extreme; and, to us, the 
much more diſconſolate, by being ſo juſt : So intolerable that we cannot 
but complain ; yer,ſo juſt,that of none we can complain,but of our ſelves. 
If we came not into the World wrapt in Corruptions garments; yet, 
are we ſure here to live with ſuch as are ſo ; and, lying near, like wood 
in fire, with thema we flame and burn. We were /oft,before the World 
ere found us. And yet, we have ſo much of 24ſery, as, for rhe moſt 
part, we have the »ziſery to purſucit; or elſe, like people dying, we 
droop under ſo general a weakneſs, as we are not ſenſible of any thar 
lies upon us. And in this, as in them, our dazgey 1s the greater, The 
harms torcſcen or felt by prudence, we may ſtrive againit and ſhun : * 
But, when they lurk in ſhades of ſilent night, beiore we know we fall in- | 
to the pir. And, which is worſt, our miſchief is lo deſperate, tat net- 
ther we, nor all the frame of creatures can relieve us. Nay, Time, that | 
triumphs over all, lies down with wearied wings, bur cannot give 
us remedy, Eternity is only like it ſelf, and being beyond every thing, 
can be compar'd to zothivg. 

Nor is Gods Love leſs infinite, or leſs incomprehenſible. What had 
we that we deſery'd to be created at firſt? And what had we nor, 
which might have condemr'd us when made. He hatin /2v'd us, not on- 
ly of his own zxaking, but of our own maarring. When we would die 
and ſpurn of Doctor from us, He poxr'd in Cora;als *gainſt our own 
conſent ; and then, without our own help, made us live. God deals 
with #4, as we with our brate beaſts ; 1t no: ty'd up and fore d,we have 
not wzf to take the thing ſhould help us : And though, as Cato, we did 
tcar our ſelf- made-wounds, to. widen deaths (ad entrance : Yer, with- 
our our wiſhes, and againſt our wils, whcn we lay gaſping in the 
Road to ruine, by the mercy of this great Samaritan , we were again 
bound up tor life, and for the joys of Being. So Bats and Owls, that 
hate the Suns gay light, are yet by the influence oi its gracious 
beams, from their dark holes drawn our to fly and live, We have 
Being upon Being given us ; To Be, and to Be well, are both large 
acts of bounty ; only the latter is a double creation, or ar leaſt a Diſ-cre- 
ation and Creation too. God, the friend, has courted us his Enemies , and 
hath kimſclt, not only been our Redeemer,bur hath given us 7nſtruttion, 
and-found us out ways whereby we may ſtil] be preſerved, So that 
the conſideration of Gods love,will be,as that of God himſclt was to the 
| Grave Simonides, the more thought on, the leſs to be comprehended. . 
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And this being ixfinitely above all our <pprehenfions, we cannor it 
reaſon give leſs than all our gratitude : And yet, of that, how ſmall a 
part is all ? When «tt we can pay, is ſo ſimple a little of whar we'5uſtly 
owe ; Wc (hould immeaſwrably be unjuſt, if we return'd not all-in 'our! 
ability. Though we have not to requite, we may have what will pleaſe, | 
when we give him up his ow#, and offer up his Offering for us; "when 
we yet remember what we cannot return. The beſt repoſitory of a be- 
zefit, is a mind that will perpetually acknowledge it. We ought to fndy 
| what will p/eaſe,we ought to fly from whart is offence. And when we have 
done all we can, we ſtill are horr alive, of what the dead Earth does. 
That yields our ſeed with multiply'd increaſe ; but, 7h# quick earth, 
of ours, does dwindle what is caſt in't. So though we weaztate our own 


Miſery, and God's free Grace and Bounty ; yet, the = buſineſs of our 
life is Gratitude. For that in all ir's dimenſions and concomitants, will 
take up all we can poſlibly do, and yer, ar laſt of all, will leave us ſtill 
to wiſh and pray. 


— 


LXXVIII. 
| Of the uncertainty of Fame. 


| 
| 


Good Fame, is as the beams abour the Sun, or the glory about a 

holy Picture that ſhews ir to be a Saint, Though it be no eſſential 
Part, it ariſes from the body of that virtue, which. cannot chuſe bur 
ſhine and give a light through all the clouds of Error and Diftradtion, 
And though ſometimes the Miſts and Vaponrs of the lower earth im- 
pede the light ir gives ; yet there will be apparent Rays, that ſhew 
there is Deſert unſcen,which yields thoſe gleams of brightneſs to the 
whole Hozriop, that it moves and ſhines in. The Philoſopher Bioz was 
pleas'd to call good Fame, The Mother of years ; tor that it gives a 
| kind of perpetuity, when all 6f us elſe is gone, And indeed, it may as 
well be the Daughter of years ; tor that it 15 not gotten bur by the con- 
tinued ſucceilion of xoble ations. However among all the externals 
of life, we may obſerve it, as one of the beſt, ſo one of the brirtleft 
and moſt fading bleſſings. *Tis the hardeſt both to ger and keep; like 
a Glaſs of curtous Workmanſhip, long a making, -and broke in q 
moment. That which is not gaiz'd, but by a ſettled habit of eminent 
Virtues; by one ſhort vitious attion, may be loſt for ever. The inſuc- 
ceſs. of an Afﬀair, the mutability of Fortune, the elevation of a Fattion, or 
depreſſion ot a Party, the miſtake of a Matter, or the craft of a ſubrile 
Fweler, how it alters quite the ſouud thar Fames lowd Trumpet makes ? 
Like a Bcauty, drawn by ſome great Artiſts hand z one daſh from a 
rude Pencil, turns it to a Gorgox, Nay, it it only would in this ſort] 
vaniſh,it would than by many be kept untainted. It it could not be /oft, 
bur upon certaipties ;, It it were in our own keeping ;, or, if notin our 
own,in the hands of the wiſe and hoxeſt:How poilible were it to preſerve 
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it pare? Burt the miſery is, that it reſts upon probabilities ; which as 
they are heard to diſprove, ſo they are calic to perſwade; Thar it is in 
the hands of others, not our ſelves ; in the cuſtody, not of the diſcreet 
and good only, bur alſo of the fimple,the canning, and the wile: Who 
though they cannot make us worſe to our ſelves ; yet, how foul and 
ſullzed may they render us to 9rhers!\ith bad,we get a taint thar ſpoils 
our whiteſt innocence : with canning men, we arc not what we are, but 
by ſuch lights arc ſeen, as they will pleaſe ro ſhew us ; and with the 
ſample, naked we are left, that men may (ce our ſhame, ' Some are 
gilded over, that the world are cheated th them. Some are vol with- 


[1p, and by the ignorant and unskiltul, arc tane-tor Braſs or Copper. 
| Quidam omni tempore venantur faman ſeculi, & omni tempore ſunt 


Infames; Thcy ever arc upon the haunt of Fame, and yet we ſee for 
ever they are /yfawous. To vindicate us from the ſtain of theſe, there 
is no reweay but a conſtant careful diſcretion. We arc in the world, as 
men in a Town beſieged ; 1t we be not always upon our guard, we 
have ſo many enemies, we ſoon may be ſurpriſed. A careleſs watch 
invites the vigilant Fee; and by our own remiſneſ;, we contribute to 
our owx defamation. We mult be wary as well of words as ations. 


| Sometimes a ſhort Lacenck Rtabbing ſpeech, deltroys the Fabrick of a 


well-buile Fame, It was the advice of thc ſober Epictetus, That they 
which did defire to hear well, ſhould firſt learn well to ſpeak : tor tis our 
ſpeech as wcll as deeds,that charm the ears,and lead the bearts of others, 
Even all the Art Tiberius e're was maſter of,could never ſo diſguiſe his 
inward rancon, but through his own expreſſcons, ott ic would break our. 
Nor muſt we. be only good, but we mult not ſeems to be z//, Appearance 
alone, which in good is too little, is in evi{ much roo much. He tabs 
his own fair Fame, that willingly appears in that z// «& he did nor, 
It is not enough to be well lid, bur well ro converſe, and ſo be well 
reported. As well we ought to care we may be honeſt deerm'd, as to 
our ſelves to be ſo. Our friends may krow us by the things they ſee,but 
ſtrangers juage us by the things they hear. As tliat is molt likely to be 
truth, wherein all the differing parties do agree : fo, that Fame is like- 
lieſt ro laſt, and ro be real,whercin Friexds and Enemes, Strangers and 
familiars, ſhall joyz and concur , and whercin words and 22tons thall not 


| croſs and 7473 counter : The one is as a healthful habit and a good com- 


lexion ; the other, as a handſome carriaze and a pleaſing countenance. 
The firſt beſt way to a good Pame, is 2 good life ; the nextis, good diſ- 
courſe and behaviour. Though when all is done, bcing a thizg - without 
us, We are at the mercy of others, whether we ihall enjoy ir or no. It 
will therefore be bur a fond thing to be too greedy of that which,when 
we hayc gotten, mult be kept and allowcg] us by others. 
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Of Alms. 


[7 is not neceflary they ſhould always come out of a Sack. A man 
may be charitable, rhough he hath not an expanding Plenty. A little 
prerſe contain'd that mite, which once put in, was the greateſt gift in 
the Treaſury, Nay, ſometimes a willing mind (when we want our 
ſelves) is acceptable. God being the creator of the will, is ſomerimes 
as wcll pleas'd, when that extendeth rowards him, as with the dead 
collocations of ſome inſenſate Treaſure. So there are few that may plead 
Poverty as a total exemption; tor, if they have bur a rich mas there 
returz may be as great as his that with wealth did venture a great deal 
more. Burt ſurely, where tk.ere is plenty, Charity this way is a duty, 
not a curteſie, "Tis a Tribute impoſed by Heaven upon us. And he is 
no good Subje that does refuſe to pay it. It God hath cauſed many 
Rivers to run into our Sea: we ought in a mutual return of Tide, to 
water all thoſe low and thirſty places that our waves may reach at. 
Something Nature ſeems to ſpeak this way. For queſttonleſs, rhe 
earth with the benefits it produces, was at the firſt intended for the uſe 
of mankind in the general ; and no man ought ſo to graſp at all, but 
that another may have a ſhare as well as he. If he be nor fo fortunate 
in acquiring it, yet, as a humane creature, he hath a right of Common, 
though he may not be admitted to break into anothers 7neloſare. Su- 
table to this, we ſee God in his Moral Law, injoyns us, ts love our 
Neig hbonr 44 onr ſelves : and in the Political Laws of the Old Teſta- 
ment,men are commanded (though there were a Civil Right ro them- 
[elves) #0 leave in the field, and after Vintage, gleanings and remains for 
the poor. And we cannot but take notice, that there are frequentey Pre- | 
cepts, higher Promiſes, and greater Efficacy, ſet upon the Grace of grving 
Alms, than there is almoſt upon any other humane Virtue. The Pre- 
cepts for this are every where ſo obvious, as there needs no mention 
ot particulars of them z we can no where read to miſs them. The 
Promiſes uſually are annex'd to the Precepts ; and theſe contain all| 
that we can expe either in this world, or hereafter. But the efficacy 
ſer upon this Charity, would make one incline ar firſt view to think it 
had a kind of imherent merit with it. In Daniel, Nebueadnezzar is ad- 
viſed, #0 break off his fins by righteouſneſs, and his iniquities by ſhewing 


mercy to the poor, As if the prattice of theſe could off offences ;, or, 
like a Czleſtial Fullers-earth, could rake our the ſpotwot from rhe 
ſoul, We find it rank'd with Righteouſneſs, and by the Sacred Texr, 
'ris made almoſt equivalent. Our moſt Learncd and Laborious Anno- 
rator on the New Teſtament, informes us, and examples ir __ the 
Fifth of «2Marth. that Alms and Righteonſneſs, are, in the holy Scrip- 
|ture,promiſcuouſly uſed the one for the other. And this,perhaps,might pur 
Fob into the greater amazement, Thac his «fii#io5 ſhould be _ 
when 
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when he had always been ſo merciful to the poor , as in the 3o and 31; 
Chapter of his Book he expoſtulates. Bur, above all, 1s thar place of 
St. Luke the 11. and 41. where our Saviour, after he had told the Pha- 
riſees of their (heats and Hypocrfie, ſays, Nevertheleſs, give Alms, 
and all things ſhall be clean unto you. As if an Alms could expiatea fin,and. 
diſcharge a ſearlet into innocent ſnow ; unleſs it may be raken,in a ſort, | 
as ſome Jronical Tax upon them, for thinking, Though they coſer'd 
never ſo much, did never ſo little 7zght, and ated never ſo much 
ſtupendioas wrong 3 yet, if they gave but Aims, they thought it would 
free them from all. Bur, however they did, or did not, put condig- 

nity of merit upon them ; yet, certainly, in regard of the command | 
and excouragement going along, they carry ſuch a Promiſſory merit with 
them, that one would wonder any thing Chriſtian ſhould negleR their 
oft performance. 

Nor are the Fathers behind hand in their Elogzes and Harangaes 
hereupon, St. Auguſtine tells us, Eleemoſyna munaat peccata, & ipſa 
enterpellat pro nobis. Alms-deeas cleanſe us from ourfins, and interpoſe 
in our behalf to God. St. Chryſoſtome {peaking of Almes, hath left 
us theſe inviting pallages, Yizcula peccatorum ipſa diffolvit, fugat Tene- 


bras, extieguit Jonem ; and a little after, Yirgoeft, habens alas awreas, 
circumſeripta per omnia venuſtate, ſed ſuccinita, vultum habens candidum 
atque manſuctam ; pennata eſt & levis, & ſemper ante Solium Regale 
conſeſtit ; Ir diflolves the ſinners chains, puts darkneſs from our ſouls, 
and quenches Hell's ſmart fire. — A Virgin tis, encompals'd all with | 
Graces, ever ready to appear and plead for us, with clear and curte- 
ous looks; ſhe's ligkt and fir to mount, and always waits art the 
(zleſtial Throne. Surcly, it is the part of a good Steward, to ſce that 
all the Family be provided for. And the poor of this world bcing 
part of Gods, we diſcharge not our parts, unleſs we take care for 


{rhem. He that does, (if there were no reward) hath — a fairer 
e 


account to give, than ſuch as have expended only on Themſelves, on 
Pride, on Luſt, on Ryot and on Wantonneſs. He that docs ſupply the: 
poor, hath a Warrant from Heaven for what he ſo expends. But he: 
that lays out by the By on vanities, at beſt, he ſpends but on his own! 
account,and ris not likely,all will be allowed him,when his laſt Audit 
comes. *Tis true, there be many poor, that indced deſerve not Cha- 


rity, it we look at their vices, and the miſpending of what they have 
given them. And therefore (chough the Impotent, the indigent, and 
the Innocent deſerve moſt, yet) the reward of Charity is not in the re- 
ceiver ſo much, as in him that beſtows. It I do my part well, 1 ſhall 
not loſe the benefit, becauſe another makes ill uſe on'e. When onc 
blam'd Ari/fetle for giving to a diflolute fellow, his anſwer was, He 
gave wot to the Manners, but to the Man. That is properly the beſt 
Alms that is given of ones own, in obedience to the Laws of Charity. 
And the readineſs adds vigour to the benefir. VWhen the ſeed is long 
in ripening upto Als, itſhews the azr of Charity is cold ; and, it 
the ſeaſon be once paſt, we ſow our grains in wind, but cannot expe 
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we intend to dwell there, 'tis beſt ro make over what we have, to be 
ready againſt our arrival. The poor are our Credentials that will help 
os to treaſure in Heaven, What we leave behind,we loſe,as never after 
being likely to make uſe ox't, Bur this way beftowed, we both carry 
it with us, and /cave it allo here. The Generations of the Mercifal ſhall 
be bleſſed,and find it. Like Porcelane-Earth, we may fo bury our wealth 
in the ground of Poverty, that our Children and Poſterity may gather ir 
when we are gone. And,though we be turn'd to duſt ; yer, by the mer- 


cy of our Father above, our good deeds here below may bourgeow and 
be fruitful. 


ee ets 


LXXX. | 
Of Promiſes and keeping ones Word. 
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T page a falſe M3xim of Domitian, _ he —_ = would 

gain the People of Rome, maſt promiſe all things, ana perform n0- 
thing. For, = a man is py - be falſe of bis word, Litead of a 
Column that he might be for others to reſt upon by keeping it, he ome 
2 Reed, that no man will vouchſate to /caz upon, As a floating Ifland 
when we come next day to ſeek him, he is carryed from his place we 
lefr him in, and inſtead of Earth to build upon, we find nothing bur 
inconſtant and deceiving Waves. For aman to be juft in his word, he 
makes himſelf Camozicel,andiſo becomesPrvine;having the honour,thar 
not 2 #itele of what he ſays (hall fall to the ground. - He is the Anchor of 


that they ſhould grow ap to zxcreaſe. It Heaven be our Country, and| Czar. II. 


his Friends and Neighbours ; the Altar that they fly to,and relyon. And 
certainly, ingreat Perſons 'tis one of the ſupremeſt both excellencies | 
and advantages that they can be endued withal, to beſuch as will keep 
[their word, Henry the fourth of France was fo juſt this way,that he was 
called The King of Feith. And to the Eternal Renown of the late Prince 
of Parma,in all theTranſations of War,it could never be charged upon 
him, that he left one Arzzcle of what he undertook, wnperformed. A 
faithful promiſe, is a (hield and Puckler : A guard in both the Rear 'and 
Yan, by which we march in ſafety againſt the piqueerings and ambuſhes 
of ſuch as are our Adverſaries. Under the cover of a gracious ſpeech, 
we think our ſelves ſecurer than in our own tuition : *Tts the Brzdge by 
which we paſs over the Rzver ; *tis the Ship that carries us ſafe upon 
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the Ocean, and amidſt the ſeveral winds of buſineſs and affaits. *Tis 
indeed the Patron of the other Yirtues, that make men cry'd up in the 


that dwells in Noble Minds, and they ſooner can do any thing, that 
wronge Truth and Fidelity are the Pillars of the Temple of the World. 
It any blind Sampſon break but theſe,the.Fabrick falls.and cruſhes altro 
pieces. Nay, if we be not-Infidels to Scripture,this\Feftzce does unlock 
the gates of Heaven,and lets us into Paradiſe : For,whenthe queſtion is, 


world. He that is jſt will ſcorn to deceive ; 'tis below the oftineſs | 
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Who ſhall inhabit Gods holy Hill > the anſwer is, He that paſſes his Word 
to his Neighbour ,and does not diſappoint him,though it ſhould redound to his 
bſs. What may he not do, that hath the reputation of a juſt man? Ir 
ſpares him the trouble of Sureties, hc is his own both Pawn and Se- 
curity. VWhar others have is his,as well as what he owns himſelf, He 
makes himſelf the Maſter of the World, and, if he can but Promiſe, 
others will not fear ro Truſt. The Prophet tells us, The Tuft ſhall live by 
Faith: that is, not only by the dependence on the Providence and Pro- 
miſes that God hath pleaſed ro communicate to Man ; bur, being juft, 
he ſhall live by the credit, the efteem, and truſt thar others pur upon 
him : And, though he hath nor wherewithal of his own; yet,the Repu- 
tation oi his j#/tice ſhall give him the command of what others do pol- 
ſeſs. For,no man will deny to afford him whatever he ſhall engage,and 
undertake for : Though Ari/tides by Themiſtocles was prevail'd againſt, 
and ten years ſpace was baniſht : yer, when Xerxes, like a raging Sea, 
came rowling againſt his Country. they were glad to call him home, 
and be protected by his wiſdem and Fuſtice. And though he were a 
Begear (tor,he had not wherewith to bury him) : yet,he liv'd a Prince, 
and was his Countreys Azget, for he did both gnard and govers it, 
There was bur one in the world, that durſt own the Burial; and was 
admitted to the honour of embalming our blefſed Saviourzand the Text 
deſcribes him to be a good znan and a juſt. Nor docs a Prince loſe by 
being jſt : When men are under the rule of one that is ſo, they will 
be ſure to defend him againſt all his Enemics ; becauſe they are all con- 
cern'd in their own particular, as having a Governour that abhors to 
do them injury, and will prote& them from their ſuffering wrong ; (o 
they fight for their own 1teref, as well as for his ſafety. But, even 
Allegiance fits looſe, when 1njuſtice ſnakes the Tenant, A man that 
breaks his word, by his example teaches to be falſe ; and doubtleſs, 
leaves men azgry by their being decerv'd : but, with himſelf che ſhame 
and hate will dwell. Vhen Alcibiades mer Secrates at a Feaſt, he con- 
teſs'd,he could nor but inwardly bluſh to ſee him ; becauſe he had not 
performed what he promis'd him. Inſtead of a bleſſing, which our 
Clyents expect, by performance of what we promiſe, we throw, by the 
breach of it, a ac. and ſcorn'upon them. And perhaps, when they 
deſerve it not, the fate pronounc'd againſt the'Hypocrite and Unjuſt, 
our falſity flings upon them. Their _ by us are quite cut off and 
periſhed. So/omen aflures us,thart Hope but defer'd maketh the heart ſick: 
Bur, when 'tis jra/trate, oft we find it ki/ls, And in this ſenſe;ſure it is, 
that Job compares the failing of Hope to the giving,up of the Ghoſt. 
Many times a mans whole ſtock of comfort is laid upon the Hope of 4 
Promiſe, which when it breaks, his Anchor-hold is gone, and he is letr 
a prey to the unſafe waves, or, the unconſtant winds. It takes a man off 
from the Plauſibilities and Benignities of life, and rhruſts him down to 
the horrors of a {ad defeat, which makes hini deſperate, andſo dange- 
rous.He doth not wiſely conſplt his own ſafety that is prevai'd upon to 
be falſe of his word, Thar friend that will put me upon the violation of 
| my 
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my word,does rob met ogerher of my;/ntegrity and my Hozear;and what 
a carkaſs then is Man, when theſe two ar2 once gon 2 They are. the 
Royal Enſigns of Humanity, there will be Reverence paid, while theſe 
keep up about us : but, when we once diſrobe our ſelves of theſe, like 
naked or diſguiz'd, we meet contempt from all. *Tis on the Reck of 
Promiſes that brave men build their Hopes ; when theſe do fail, Foun- 
dations (rink, and all the ftrwitare reels. When I peff my word, ] 
proffer to my friend the food of Hope; bur, when I fa, 1 feed him with 
a Lie, which gives him the Malignities both of S«rurn and «Mars con- 
joyn'd. So, it not only works a man up to diſdain and ſpleen of the 


diſcontented and deceived, bur, it puts us out of favour with Heaver. 
When Nehemiah ingaged the Fews;to ſhew them what the iflue would 


keep their words, ſhould ſo be ſhaken out of their houſes, and empried 
from among the people. When Tiſſaphernes had broke the Trace he had 
made with King Ageſilans, Agefilaws ſends Embaſladors to him, to 
give him thanks, that by breaking his Promiſe he had made the Gods 
his Enemies. 'Nor is it a wonder, that the failing of a Promiſe thould 
fo ſtartle us : for, all the ſtreſs of lite lies on it, For almoſt 4000 years, 
What had the world to live on, but the Promiſes of the Meſſia? And 
ſince then; Whar is't we have for Heaven, but the Promiſe upon Faith 
to be admitted in him :- So-that the weight of all depends upon a Pro- 


| miſe. And, it- that ſhould fa:l, we have no other Refuge bur muſt fall 
to miſery. Certainly, the ſame equity is in all juſt Promiſes, though not 


of ſo great copcern © So that we ought to be as careful ro ws our word 
as we would be to preſerve our happineſs. And a great deal rather be 
flow in making, than backward in performing what we promiſe. It is no 
ſhame with reaſon to dexy ; but *ris a ſhame once prowis d, not to make 
good, He cheats his friends,deftroys himſelt,and gratifies his Enemies, 
that looſely promiſes, and is negligent in performing. Promiſes may get 
friends, but *ris performance that muſburſe and keep them. 
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LXXXI, 
Of Love and Likeneſs. 


| 


or Love the cauſe of Zikeneſs, In agreeing-diſpoſitions the firſt is 
certain, In thoſe that are nor, the latter often comes to paſs.” The firſt 
is the eaſier Zove ; the other,the more voluntary, and ſothe more noble 


and obliging. One obliges the Zovey ; the other, the beloved, He thar ; 
| for likeneſs 1s beloved, invites his friend to love him ſo that,upon the 
' matter, he /oves bur his dilated ſelf. 'Tis the affeRion of Narciſſas, 


| 


' ſhuts out himſelf from acceptation. Ve /ve thoſe that ſmooth us, as | 
Uus _ wel. = 
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be it they fai”d, he ſhakes his % chat they might ſee, Who did not 


Know not whether is more true, That Likeneſs is the cauſe of Love| 


| when we are pleas'd with the reflex of our ſelves. And this is the reaſon} 
| why flatterers are received into grace and favour when plaip ſpeaking || 
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we love our Looking-glaſs, becaule it ſhews us our own face. And»: 
though in truth ir ofr diflembles and preſents us better than we are, yer | 
ill we le it,becauſe we think it true, The Nature of man is taken with | 
ſimilitades.\Nhen we ſee one merry it begets in us a laughter, When we | 
(ce another in #ears,we with him are ready to weep. The Sowlater loves | 
the Martial men.The Scholar 15 for an Academy. The Tradſeman for the 
City, The Hushand-mans Court is the Country. A Port-town fits the May- 
riner;,and the Gallant,in the Court in throncs his own felicity, And in all 
theſe, we follow-bur the inſtin&t of Providence, That by joyning like ro 
like,we increaſe a mutual {trength, and keep up one another, And;there 
is another /ove, thar as well as this, reflefts upon our ſelves : and thar 
15,when we /ove for eminence of parts in either mind or body, We love 
beauty, becaulc ir pleaſeth, and, we love good parts, becaule they are 
likewiſe acceptable; and we promile to our lelves either pleaſure or pro- 
fit by enjoying them : So that ſtill in theſe, the Fountain out of which 
Love (prings,ariſes out of ſelf-love,tor that we think by them to gain to. 
our {elves ſome benefit. Thus man does /ve, becauſe E bes himfelt ; | 
and is incited by what is without him, to /ave himſelf within. But with 
God,the motive is not from us,bur purely from his goodnels ; we can- 
not yteld him profit by all we can perform, nor hath he need, that we 
ſhould /ave, or be beloved of him. Nor are we /av/d becauſe we are like 
him; but, that by /ovixg us for our own goed, he may make us ſo, Thar 
ſurely,is the nobler Zovethar riſeth like Creation,out of nothing; or clle 
like a Chaos finds us,and by ſhedding the beams of ove upon us, frames 
us into the beauty of a World. What can we account we had,that God 
ſhould be induc'd to look upon us ? Or, what did we want, that might 
not have put him off. Surely, ſince he loved us when we were not {ke 
him,we ought to labour that we may be like him.VVe ought to be Like 
um being our Frieza, that was pleas'd to love us, being his enemies. 
Though we did not /ove him firſt, becauſe he was not ke us : yer, we 
ought now to be 4ke him,becauſc he firſt did ave us. Socrates could tell, 
us, Thar fince God of all things is the moſt happy and bleſfled,he which| 
can be /keft him is ncereſt true felicity, And certainly,if we be nor /ike! 
him, we may conclude we /ove him not; for queſtionleſs, Love is like 
the Elements,they labour to convert every thing they meer with into} 
chemſelves. Fire turns all to fire that it does ſeize upon. Earth doth to 
Earth reduce what ſhe imbraces; The Air calls out all to it ſelf; and the 
Water into VVater reſolves. If the /ove of God be in us, it cannot but 
conform us to him : Vhereas in d://imileries, there is a kind of natural 
conteſt that hinders all Proſperity. A free and quiet ſpirit will be gall'd 
to a.Canſumption,by being forc'd to live with turbulent and contenti- 
bumoriſts, The Pious and Prophane will never peaceably be made 
obabirants. Even in Vegetable Nature we often find Antipathies. The 
Cokwort docs not only hinder drunkenneſs,taken inwardly;but,plant-\ 
ed nere the Vine, it checks its growth and flouriſhing. And *cis no leſs a 
wonder,thatthe Learned and Etienne on Panctrollus tells us, 
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' wiſe and good men invented Laws : yet, they were fools and wicked thar 
put them upon the ſtudy, Being to rule ſuch wild Cartel as ramp up] * 
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covered with a Sheeps Skin : if you vear che Wolts skin, the Sheeps 
Skin head will break. Nayzhe ſticks not to informa us, that further yer 
the antiparhy extends;as if the fear and enmity berween theſe creatures 
outlaſted all che bounds of life,and could create a ſenſe in marters quite 
inanimate. Cover two ſcveral Drums,one with a VWolfs skin,the other 
with aSheeps z Let them both be beaten ar once, and that with Sheeps 
$kin cover'd ſhall nor found. So Feathers of the Dove with Eagles mixc 
will eafily be conſum'd. 
Surely, between the Immaculate and moſt Holy God, and between 
corrupt and contaminated Man, there is a great averſion. And in our 
Reaſon, litrle reaſon can by us be found, why this Great God ſhould 
love us, while we deverſific our ſelves from him : we fight againſt his 
love, and are ſo much the further from our own Salvation. 1r is happy, 
that we are the Creatures of a Being and a Power fo immenſe and 
good, that with his Goodneſs all our i] o'recomes;rhat with his Pow- 
er maſters all our ftruglings : Thar tranſcends us fo in Excellency,that 
he overpowers all our faults,and {owes us into liking and conformity, So 
reat an Agent will have power over us, and ought to have the more, 
cauſe his love is free. If he love us, it will be found our duty to 
bove and to ſerve tum. Though we cannot ſerve him as we ſhould ; 
we ſhall ſerve him much the berter, if we love him. And both theſe 
are our Intereſt, | | 
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LXXXII. 
Of Law, 


T is the bridle of the Humane Beaſt, wereby he is held from ftarting 
and from ffumbling in the way. It is the Hedge on either fide the 
Road, which hinders trom breaking into other mens propriety. A man 
had as good live in egypt among all the ten Plagues, as inthe world, 
among the wicked without Zaw to defend him. *'Tis every mans Civil 
Armoxy, that guards him from the gripes of Rapine. And indeed, 'tis 
for this chiefly, that Laws are of uſe among men : For the wiſe and 
good do not necd them as a guide, bur as a ſhield ; They can live civilly 
and orderly, though there were no Zaw in the world. And though 


and down on the earth, there needed borh the judgement and the wir of 
the beſt and ableſt, ro find out ways to trammel them,and keep them 
in 2 bounded order. And becauſe, they fore-faw that they were like 
enough to be {lighted by the ignorant and fcorntu}, To pur the more 
regard and countenance upon their Laws, and the obſervance of them, 
they pretended to receive them from fome more raiſed Deiry,of whom 


from puniſhment. So Mines among the Cret:ans, affirmed he had dif- 


men were in aw, and feared to offend, for preſerving of themſelves| 
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courſe with Fupiter ; and Lycurgws to have taken his, trom Apollo ; | 
Nums from the Goddeſs Egeria ; Mahomet from his Pigeon whiſpering | 
him into an Extafie, as coming from ſome ſacred Spirit. And «Moſes | 
declares the rwo Tables received from God himſelf in Mount Sinas. | 
And ſurely, it adds vigour toour complyance with Chriſtianity, thar : 
we know our Bleſlcd Saviour to be the Son of the moſt High, and to be | 
God as well as Man. Yea, and thereby to put the _ Authority,and | 
the more eſtcem upon their Kings that are to rule over them, our 
neighbours of Fraxce would have us believe that their Vial of UnEtion 
was reccived from the hands of an Angel. Theſe things doubtleſs, are 
all of them ſo far true, as it is molt certain, the original of Laws is 
divine. And though ar firſt creation, God gave not Man a /teral and 
preſeripted Law : yet, he gave him a Law Parole ; and inſcribed it in his 
heart, that by thoſe inward dittates, he might be guided and bounded 
{in the courſe of his Lite. 

- Among the antient Druides, It was abſolutely forbidden to Regiſter 
their Laws in writing. And Ceſar, in his Gallique Wars, gives us two 
reaſons for it. Onethat their Myſteries might not come to be prophan'd 
and excommoy'd by the Vulgar : an other, that not being written they 
might be more carcful ever to carry them in their thoughts and wze- 
'2ory. Though doubtleſs it was as well to preſerve their own Anutho- 
rity, to keep the people to a recourſe to them, and to a reverence and 
efteers of their judgements. Beſides, it oft falls out that what is writ- | 
ren, though it were a good Law when made; yet by the emergencie' of 
affairs, and the condition of men and 7imes, it happens to be bad and 
alterable. And we find it to be evidently true, Thar, as where are ma- 
ny Phyſicians there are many diſeeſes ; So-where there are many Laws, 
there are likewiſe many Enormities, That Natien that ſwarms with 
Law, and Lawyers; Certainly abounds with Yice and Corruption.\Where 
you find much fowl reſort ; you may be ſure there is no want of either 
water, Mud, or weeds, 

In the beginnings of #hriving States, when they are more Induſtri- 
or and innocent, they have then the feweſt Laws. Rome it ſelf had at 
firſt bur 72 Tables. Bur after, how infinicely did their number of Zews 
increaſe 2 Old States like 01d Bodies will be ſure to contract diſeaſes. 
And where the Zaw-makers are many, the Zaws will never be few. 
That Nation is in beſt eſtate, that hath the feweſt Zaws,and thoſe good. 
Variety does but multiply ſmares. If every Buſh be limed, there 1s no 
Bird can eſcape with all his feathers free. And many times when the 
Law did not intend it, men are made guilty by the pleaders Oratory ; 
Either to- expreſs his eloqnence, to advance his __ or out of 
maiſtery to carry his Cauſe : like a garment pounc'd with daſt,the buſi- 


neſs is ſo ſmear'd and tangled that without a Ga/zless his glaſs, you 
can never come to diſcern the ſpozs of this changeable moon. Somettme 
to gratific a powerful party, Juſtice is made blind through _—_ 
Fion, 'as well as out of impartiality. That indeed, by rcaſon of the | 


non-integrity of men, Togo to Law, is, for two to contrive the. kind- 
ling | 
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\ ling! of « Fire at their own coſt, to warm others, and lindge themſelves CENT. 11. 
'ro Cynders. Becauſe they cannot agree to what is Truth and Equity,they | WW WOW 
will both agree to plume themſelves, that others may be {tuck with | 
their Feathers. | 
The Apoſtle throws the brand of Simple among them chat would | 
by ſtriving this way conſume both their Peace, rhetr Treaſure, and their | 
time, as if it were of the Fool, to expoſe a Game to the packing and the 
ſbaffling of others, when we might ſoberly cut and deal the Cards our 
ſelves.Is there none wiſc enough to compound Buſineſſes without calling 
in the Crafty, and the Cunning > Or is there none lo wiſe as to mode- 
rate a little, that he may ſave a great deal more ? | 
Laws is like a Building, we caſt up the charge in groſs and under- | 
value it: but being in, we are train'd along through ſeveral IHtems.till 
we can neither bear the account, nor give of, though we' have a mind 
ro'r. The tronbles, the attendance, the hazard, the checques, the we- 
xatious delays,the ſurreptitions advantages againlt us, the defeats of hope, 
the falſencls of pretending friends, the intereſt of parties, the negli- 
ence of Agents, and the deſigns of Rnine upon us, do put us upon a 
Combat againlt all that can plague poor man, or elſe we muſt lye down, 
be trodden on, be kickt and dye. And is it not much better to part 
with a little art firſt, anJ loſe a-/ock of hair, or a ſuperfluous nail ; then 
to be leakr our till the (3/fterr be quite dry, or like Heſh upon a ſpit 
have all our tar drop't trom us, by bcing turn'd with—betore a cox- 
ſuming fire? Doutbleſs, the advice of our S«wiowy was not only Religt- 
ors but Political and Prudential too ; If any man ſue thee at Law, and 
will rake away thy {oat,|ct him have thy Cloak allo: A (mall /ofs is ra- 
raer to be choſen, then by Contention greater inconvenience. 
It men could coolely have diſpatch, and Buſineſs be rightly judg'd ; 
no doubt,in things of weightzthe Deciſion would be profitable. And 
this does ſometimes happen. For queſtionleſs, there are of rhis pro- 
icſſion thar are the /zght and wonder of the age. They have knowledg, 
and integrity, and by being vers'd in Books and Mez, in the Noble 
arts of Jwſtice, and of Prudence, they arc fitter for judgment and the 
Regiment of the World, then any men elſe that live. And there Honeſty 
truly weigh'd is the ga/lanteſt engine that they can uſe and thrive 
withal. A faithful adwecate can never fit without Clients, Nor do I 
believe, That man could loſe by'r in the cloſe, that would not under- | 
take a cauſe, he knew not honeſt. A Gold ſmith may gain an Eſtate as | 
well as he that trades inevery coorſer metal. An Advocate is alimb of 
friendſhip ; and turther than the Altar, he is not bound to go. ' And 
'tis obſcry'd, of as Famous 4 Lawyer as I thinkwas then in the World, 
the Roman Cicero; That he was ſlain by one he had defendea, when 
accus'd for the mwriher of his Father, Certainly he thar defends an in- 
Jury, is next to him that commits it, And this is recorded, not only as 
| an example of ingratitude : but as a puniſhment, for patronifing an #11 
cauſe, all pleadings, Foul lang mage, Mallice, Impertinence, and Re- 


criminations, are ever to be avoided. The cauſe, more than the man, 
is 
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is to be copvinc'd, Over-powring Oratory is not ever to be pradfir'd; | 
Torrents of Words, do often bear downeven Trophies of Truth:which | 
does ſo fret and payee the party over- born, that the Reſort is no more | 
to paper, and pleadings : but to powder, and ſteel. | 

It is not good to be too ſevere, or to inforrce too 7igorenſly, the ob- 
ſervation of every petty and penal Law : In Charity, there is ſomething | 
to be allowed to /gzerance, and Cuſtome. Bloud and Treaſure ought | 
to be bur ſparingly taken : Thoſe Lawyers that are ſedulous to preſs | 
Penalties, they arc but purſe Beadles : and Laſhes upon that and a 
mans fame, enrage the Patient againſt thoſe that are znſfrumental to 
afHi& them. Cicero might have eſcaped the Sword, had not his Philip- 
picks blown up the ſpleen of Anthony, to a lame unquenchable bur, 
with Desth or Retrattion. When Yaras his three Legions were deſftiroy- 
ed, the inſultation of the Barbarows was more againſt the Lawyers, 
than againſt the Soldiers that did wound and kill chem, They pluck't 
out the cyecs of ſome, and cur off the hands of others. One had his 
Tongue cut out, and his {pps ſticht wp; and while the Enemy graſpr 
the Tongue in his haza, he reviles it with How now Serpent ; Ti 
well you'l leave Hiſfing at laſt? 

So far is Law to be place in the ſcale with War, as it is to be the 
laſt Refuge, never to be uſed but wheh all means elſe do fail. And 
then the Pleaders ought to hold themſelves ro that. Who vindicates 
the Law, docs noman wrong : Bur he that digreſſeth to impertinences, 
or the perſonal ſtains of men, is rather a fly that buzzes and ſucks the 
ſore, than a Champion for Truth, or a helmet to keep the head of juſtice | | 
whole. 


LXXXIII. 
Of Conſcience. 


T is tte bluſhing part of the Soul, that will colour and kick at evc- 
|; little crum bh gocs awry againſt it's ſwallow. And we can 
neither cozex it, nor be 7idd ont, 'Tis a kind of inward Deity. Ir 
will be with us whereſoever we are, and will ſee us whatever-we do. 
It can give us Reſt in wnjuſt ſufferings, and can whip us in the midſ 
of 4 pleuſes. "Tis the guard that God hath left us to pre- 
ſerve us from the derts of fip. And 'tis the Beadle that corres 
us, if yet we will be ſinning. And though it be cry'd up for imper- 
tial and wnbribeable, yer I do not ſee but in many 'tis erroneous, mu- 
table, and uncertain. Ve often find it pleaded by the ſame men for 
very contrary things. How many are there that tor intereſt can dif. 

nſe with it, and allow of that in themſelves, which in others they 
everely condemn. Thar ule it for an Arrifice that they may' deceive 
more handſomely ; that can contra ir, and dilate it, as beſt'may ſerve 
their turn. 

x In 


1 


—— 
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ar belt bur a Preſent perſwaſion, Opinion, Intereſt, captived and corrupted 
judgment. How many have we known that have held it a hainous of- 


circumciſed. He bred up Titus, and preſerv'd him from it ; And did 


city to our own conceited Truth , whereby we cauſe an eddy in the Tide 
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our own ways and manners. While it relates to us, 'tis Conſcience z 
when it reaches unto others and without us, 'tis but Science. Doubt- | 
lc{s, if it be rightly informed and regulated according to the precepzs of | 
true Divinity,we ought to ſuffer any thing rather than in the leaſt admir | 
2 violation of it. Bur that which moſt men pretend to be Conſcience is 


tence tro car fleſh in 4 Lez# or upon prohibited days, that afterward 
have been brought without a checque of Conſcience tamiliarly to do it ? 
Cuftom wears it quite out, Terror frights it, Knowledge alters it, 1#- 
tereſt ſways it. So that indeed the main force of ir reſts in a right un-} 
derſtanding, and Integrity, 

If it be of weight in anything, I conceive it may be in relation to a 
Sacrament, and the propagating of a true Religion ; yer we ſee St, Paml, 
chat thought ir one while good Conſcience to perſecute Chriſtianity, di 
live to think it better to promote it. He took Timothy, and had him 


not ſtick to diſpenſe with many things to the Jews to win them, and 
ſome ro thoſe of the Chriſtianity to exgage them : and ingenioully 
confeſſes, ir was becauſe of falſe Brethren, who attended as Spies, ra- 
cher than as ſincere Chriſtians to be rightly inſtruted, MFs 2x. 26.} 
Gal, 2. 3,4. So that it ſecms to appear, when agreater good to Gods | 
Glory, or the propagatios of true Religion, comes in the way, lefler 

things, that are not Gnls fin, and ſo declared, may be for theſe dil- 
penced wich, While things remain in a diſpute, and by ceaſon of their 
tmtricacy, cannot cleerly be determined, ſurely the ſateſt Poſt to lean| 
upon, is Antiquity, and the Authority under which our God hath} 
placed us; It wethould be enjoyned to chat, which ſhould afterward 

appear to be wrong, I queſtion whether our Obedience, where we owe 
ſubmiſſion, would not better bear us our, then the Adheſion gnd Tena- 


of Government, which is ſafer running ſmooth, than in either C#rls 
of whirle-pools. But certainly, A plain fin, we no way ought to 
venture on. 

I ſee every peeviſh and Ignorant Attion of ſome ſimple people is in- 
titled ro the ſacredneſs of Conſcience. And lying under thar guard they! 
think to eſcape, and mate both the Royaland the Reverend power. Have 


we not ſome that will not admit the Holy Table to be communicated on| 


but in the Body of the Church, as if it were an offence againſt Conſet- 
exce, to doit in the Chancel, though they have the Churches Aathority, 


[and their own precedent praRtice to invite them to it > that will not 


Chriſten, bur at their Readirg-prue, though Antiquity plac't the Fort 
next the door, as relating to the Sacrament of Entrance and [nitia- 


Why is it done? A Simple Quaker canhot be civil to his Superionrs, 
nor {wear in judgment, either to aſcertain Faith, or to ſatisfic Law, or 


="Y to 


FROM ——_ 


tion? If it be out of Conſcience, Why is it not pleaded ? If ir be not, 


' 


| 


— In the ſtrictnels of the word, Ir is the knowledg and the judging of  CanT, 11. 
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|it only fandzzg, and hath nothing bur his ow# opinion to ſupport him ? 
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ro dermine a Controverſie ;- But theſe ſhall all be Conſcience, when in- | 
deed they are izmorance,and wilfulneſs : For,what juſtifiable either Text | 
or Reaſon, can tor theſe be given > Where is it made a {in to Put off 
our Hats to our betters? Or judicially to ſwear before a Lawful Magi-| 
ſtrate'? Let any thing be proved a fin, and I hold with them, that | 
would ſooner aye than defile their upright Sonls : but till itfo be mani-! 
feſted, or probably conceived ſo, I doubt not but cis berter far ro dil- : 

nſe with ſuch Natural, or Political,or Civil Rites, and to give up our | 
{lves to the deliberate Sanctions of ſuch as we ought to obey, than by 
the ſtifke maintaining them, take all the hazard on our {clves, and dr- 
fturb- and ſcandal others. I would know (in a Geſture not derermined 
by Scripture) whether he docs not better thar kneels at the Sacrament, 
and hath the Authority of the Church to back hims,than he that will rake 


And though Corſcience in it ſelf, be out of the reach of Compulſion ; yet 
weare beholditg to thoſe,that inforce us ro do, what in (onſcience we 
ought. ?Tis therefore thar power is given to the Magiſtrate that he may } 
bend the RefraFFory, -and reduce the wilfal, and the anwiſe wanderer : 
I doubt not bnt they could have pleaded- Conſcience, that refus'd to 

come to the Swpper 1n St. Euke; for they were rooted and grown is; 
another Religion : yer the coimmand is to the ſervant, that he ſhould | 
compel them'to come in. | 
**It we allow Copſcience on our own fide,by the equal rules of Juſtice, | 
we ought to allow it on'the- other. And then the Tart and Few mult | 
be born with, as well as the grounded profeflors of Chriſtianity. I re-' 
member, David George, that juſtly ſuffered as an Hererifue in the Low- 
"Countries, after fierceſt Tortures dyed perfiſting in his falſe Opinion, 
That he himſelf was Chriſt. Inter excandeſcentes forcipes conticutt, He | 


' [fhrunk nor for the burning pincers, as I meer with in Bucholcerws, Sure-! 


ly, all would have condemn'd it as anerror in Statezif they ſhould have 
ter him alone, and under the plca of Conſcrence have ſuffered him to! 
have gone on,toſeduce the ignorant to his horrid black opinion. Though: 
it be not in the power of mat to force the Conſcience, becanſe it 1s 
internal and ſpiritual: Yet it is in the power of Government, to pu- | 
niſh thoſe that will maintain a falſe oze, and ſeduced. The m.oft that | 
can be pleaded is, VVho ſhall be Judg, whether, becauſe ſome have 
been on my fide, I ſhall take upon me to be ſapreme and unappellable? | 
Or;whether I ſhall be content {to the more learned, and more power- 
ful, -andſuchas tor their Authority God hath raken into his own rank, 
and called Gods with himſelf) to give up my Cauſe and Comtroverſie ? | 
Doubleſs, ſhould that be tolerable in private Families, which is plea- | 
ded: and practiz'd'in the Oecomomy of Government, no man (hould be; 
Maſter or haye otder in his own houſe. If we would not admit of; 
an" #dependant there, there is the fame Reafon not to allow him in the 
-Seate. :It'is a kind of Soleceſm in Government, for me to; pur my ſelf 
under the Protet#ion and Regulation'of that Prince, whoſe Laws I think 

natfit to-obeys | Quid iniquius gh velle fibi obtemperari a minoribus, & 
F 2; Ws: zolles 
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| RESUOEYES, 
| wolles obtemperare majoribus ? What can be more unjuſt than for me to 
| exact obedience from my ixferiours; when I my elt will not obey my 
ſuperiours > The Laws of God and Man, in things not lainly foybid- 
den by the Word of God, injoyns and expects my 527 ons : Bur, if 
I refuſe ro obey, I ſer up my lelt as Sapreme, and make my will my 
Prixces Maſter. Cicero 1 conceive in the, right, when he tells us, 1nobe- 
dientia eft ex duritie mentis obſlinate, Diſobediexce is out of the hard- 
neſs of an obſtinate mind. He diflolves the Bonds of Government, 
that ſpurns at Publique Editts : "tis refrattorineſs that uſhers in 
confuſion : Not to obey, -is to reſiſt 3 and to reſiſt, does cry up open 
War. Though Abraham in humanity could not juſtifie the ſacrificing 
of his ſox ; yer, becauſe he implicitely gave up himſelf ro the obed;- 
ence of his Superior, God ; he is highly commended, tor being bur rea- 
ay to do it. 


LXXXH1V; 
Of Peace, 


F men knew rightly, how to value Peace ; as is the Emperial Hea- 
| wer, this lower world might be, Where all the wottons of the com- 
prehending Orbs, all the ſeveral Conſtellations, and the various Poſiti- 
ot of the Stars, and Planets, produce a beautuous Cora, and a Harmo- 
xy truly raviſhing. As-health to the body, fo peace 15 to the” ſoul, 
What is wealth, or wit, or honour, when want of health ſhall raviſh 
from us all of pleaſure inthem > And what are all the enrichings, the 
cmbelliſhings, and the Imbrockadoings of Fortune to us, when War 
' ſhall rear theſe off and trample on our Glories > The richeſt wines, the 
 choiſelt YViands,by ſickneſs prove #»/ipid. The filk does loſe his ſoftneſs, 
the ſilver his bright hue, and the gold his ;r— yellow. As the ſenſe 
| of feeling is the ground of all the reſt, and aFive life does ceaſe when 
| that is loſt :- So 1s health the foundation of felicitres,” ard the want of 
it joys privation : yet is it Peace that gives them 74ſt and reliſh, and af- 
fords the ſweet exjoyment of all that can be procured; - -. A 
- Thoughtthe other Artributes of God,are no doubt, beyond our com- 
prehenfſion ; yer, this more emphatically is ſaid ro paſs all our under- 
ſtanding. Next his own:G/ory, 'twas the eſtabliſhing this, invited God 
(from Heaven The firſt branch of that Celeſtial Pola or as: Gl 
ry be to God ow high ; the next was, On Earth Peace.- This is the cement 
between | the Soul and Deity; berween Earth and Heaven, It leads us 


Aoftly wþp.the mikey way, and nihers tis with Mafick to'the Preſenſe of | 


Divinity, where all herRatities are heap/d and ſtrew'd about us. The 
enjoyment of Fricnds, themprovement of Arts, the (weetneſs of Na- 
rures delicacies; the fragrancy of Fruits and/Flowers, the flouriſhing 
Nations; and thoſe pleafing contentations5/ that ftream our themſelves 
\from all Heroick Virtues,acc all __ and glorified by Peace. | 
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|but,was by Fabizs forc'd to give upall his Pal/mzs. Nor is it often better 


[ſelf and friends, whoſe {fe is guarded with the miſs of Enemies. The 


| world ? ) Let him but well conſider, the-havock that a few years made 
[among us. The waſte of wealth,the wreck of werth,the ſad fate lighting 
|| on the greet and. good, the wirtuons lett to ſcorn, the Loyal us)d as onc: 
'Ithe Roman Parricides © as thoſe in ſacks, ſo theſe ſhut under Decks with 


| derced and pulled down; Temples prophan'd ; Antiquities raz'd; Religion 
| rivuled into petty-Iflges running thick corraption.Then let men conſider, 
| aftera little Revolution, how little have the Authors gained. YVho would 
| take peace from others, themſelves have miſs'd it in their hollow graves, 
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The Drum and Trumpet that in War ſound terror and aſtoniſhment, 
in Peace they only eccho mirth and jollity. Peace helps the weak and in-| 
digent ; And health and ſoundneſs roo, to the ſick endeavours. Ir takes} 
hence only the unſound and languithing, and yet gives leave to them to! 
place their wealth where they firſt plac'd their /oves: That by it they | 
gratifie their frieds, and (lip from all thoſe ſmartings that wex them. | 
Bur,”ar kills men in health, preys only on the ſoundeſt ; and, like the (a- | 
vage Lyon, docs {cize the valiant ſooneſt, as thinking the o/d and i-po- | 
rent too mean to be his quarry. And though in Far ſometimes we wear 
the Yittors wreath, yer, that is often purchaſed at much too dear a rate; 
and many times the Coxquerors Garland crowns the (aptives head, In 
the fame Battail Hannibal confeſs'd, though he firſt was Congueror,yet,, 
he ar laſt did come oft over-come. He had broke Zinutins his Forces ; 


with thoſe that are dependents on that General,that yer commands the 
held. Yiffory not ſeldome does inlet Severity. The Haughtineſs of the 
Conqueror is often to his own, leſs tolerable than the Triumphs of the| 
Enemy. Succeſs docs flame the bloud to pride and boldned zzſolence ,, 
and as often kindles zew as it does conclude old wars. One world ſuf-| 
| ficed not Alexander. Nor could all the Roman Territories ſet bounds to. 
Ceſars limitleſs ambition, For, when we once put off from the ſhore of 
Peace, we Janch into the Seas that's bottomleſs. VWe ſwim on angry 
waves, and are carried then as the wind of Fortune drives us. | 
The entrance into Faris like to that of Hell, tis gaping wide for any 
fool to enter at. But, it will require a Heyeales with all his labours to 
redeem one once ingag'd in't, They know not what they part withal,| 
that wanton hence a Fewel ſo unvaluable. For indeed, it we conſider 
ir, Vhart price can be too dear to purchale it > we buy off all the open 
force, and {ly defigns of wahice, and we intitle our (clves to all the good 
that ever was for Man intended. 
When God would declare, how he would reward and bleſs the good 
zxan, he finds out that which moſt may crown his happineſs. He tells 
us, He will make his Enemies at pe«ce with him. Securely he enjoys him- 


Pallace of the world ſtands open to him that hath no foes. 
It any may. will ſec in little (for what is an Iſland or two, to the 


Cocks and Serpents, deſperate and malitious perſons left to ralexand vex 
them ; #ealth proſtituted to the beggarly-and:the bace ;+ Pallabes plun- 


the Ear7h they toreghath fled them from her boſom and her- Bowels, _ 
«= i nought 
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nought i'th leaſt conliderable to the expence of bloud and treaſure. 
Then alſo, let men ſee, how the Sacred wheel of Providence hath reſur- 
reQtion'd all our joys. How the Church recovers her late beſmeared' 
beauties; How the Tide of Trade returns; How brightned Swords have 
now a peaceful glitter ; How Glory,wealth, and Honour, with Loyalty, is 
return'd ; How ſhouts of joy have drown'd the Cannons Roar; that till 
men come in Heaven, ſuch joy on Earth can ne're again be expected to 
be ſeen. Three Nations looking for a fatal ffroke, at once repriev/d from 
ſlavery and ruine.So have I known ſome generous (ourſer ſtand,tremble 
and quake under both whip and ſpur ; but, once turn'd loole into the 
open fields, he neighs, curvets, and prances forth his joy ; and, gladded 
now with eaſe and /iberty, he fills himſelf with plcaſore, and all choſe 
high contents that bounteous Nature meant him, | 

Certainly,'tis Peace that makes the world a Paradiſe; while #ar,like 
Sin, does turn it all to wilderneſs ; and with wild Beaſts, Mans comver- 
ſation makes.In war, the vexed Earth abortives all her fruitfulneſs : bur, | 
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in an unſtirr'd Culture,7ipers all her bounties : that now with Caſanbox's 
Tranſlation of Euripides, we cannot bur approve his much commended 
Rapture, | 


O Pax alma! datrix opum, 
O Plucherrima Celitum ! 
Onam te mens ſitit? 6 Moram! 

Obrepat metuo mihi | 
e/Etas ne mala: te privs 

Suavem 6 quam tuear diem ; 

Plauſus undique cum ſtrepant, | 
Cantuſque & Chori, Amicaque, 

(ommeſſatio Flortbus ! | | 


Hail lovely Peace | thou Spring of wealth, 
Heavens faireſt ifſue, this worlds health. 

O how my Soul does court thy ſight ? 

More pretious, than the pleaſing Light. 

Let never blacker day appear, 

But dwell, and ſhine, for ever, here. 

Let ſhouts of Joy ſtill, ill, reſound : 

While Songs, and Dances walk the round, .- 
Ar Feaſts of Friends, with Garlands crown'd. 
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L XXXY. , 
Of Divine Providence. | 
| Gs thing that Man can look: upon, is both a Miracle for the 


1. Creation of it ; and a-wonder, for the apt contrivance, in fitting 
it to Its parts and province, wherein it is ſet r6/2w9ve: So that: the 
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world is but Gods great Cabinet of Rarities ; which he bath opened to 
afoniſh Man, thar ſhall bur well conſider them.  1t Man ſhall refle& 


| upon himſelf,he ſhall eaſily find how Infinitely wondertul he is made, | 
|beyond all the other world of Creatures. How none but he, by refle- 


Give Ats of Underſtanding, is able to argue, to conl1der, and to judg 
of himſelf. Who is't bur he,can-hope or fear rhe tuture? that can curb, 
incourage,accuſe,or commend himſelt? or that can apprehend,or reve- | 
rence either.Dezty, or Eternity ? | | 
And to magnihe the goodneſs of this great Creator, we ſhall find that | 
every natural attion that Man is capable of doing ; affords him pleaſure 
in the execution. Tocat, to drink, tofleep, to faſt,to wake, to torbear ; 
to ſpeak, to be filent; to move,to reſt; to be warm,and to be coo]; to. 
be in company,and toretire : They all in themſelves are pleaſing atts ; | 
whereas the things that vex, and rrowble, either come from without, or | 
happen by our own 4zſorder. So that a man may /ive at eaſe ifhe will ; | 
and if he does not, 'tis by his own default, that it happens. - In- his Fo- | 
dies frame, not to deſcned to. all particulars,which are full of admira- | 
tion, How exquiſite, and how-ficted are they for all occaſions; rhar at | 
any time may befal him ! In his Ears and Noſthrils, the one relating to | 
the Head, the other to the Lungs ; thoſe {lender Hajirs are not in vain 
plac'd there, bur, as nets to catchthe duſt apd moats, which with our. 
breath we ſhould elſe draw in, and tibid all our Lungs, the engines of| 
life , or, mix'd with wax, ſhould as pellets, ſtop our ſenſe of hearing. | 
In the world, what we complain of for inconvenicnr, if rightly we ex- | 
amine, we ſhall find it highly commendable. The. azeverzeſs of the. 
Earth is clearly Providence. For lince it is not any fix'd ſedation, bur a/! 
floating nuld variety, that pleaſeth * The Hills and Valleys in it, have all 
cheir ſpecial uſe. One helps ir-wet,and ſoaking 7#undations, the other. 
aids in droughts, in heats, and ſcorching ſeaſons, And the, feet and legs 
of men, having xerves and finews,th riſe and: to deſcend, torecede and! 
proceed ; they are better firred by the anevenneſs of the Earth,whereby 
both are interchangeably cxerciſed and refreſhed; than if it were all a 
levell'd walk, and held a conſtant evenneſs. That Weeds without a Ti- 
lage voluntarily ſpring,ſure hath a double bezefir.- One, rharMan may 
have ſumething wherewith to exerciſe his 4»duſtry,whichelfe with eaſe 
would ſettle into corruption. Arjother, that by theſe the Earth it ſelf, 
does breed its own mwanure ; and'Beaſts, and Birds, by them have tables 
ready ſpread. Even weremons Creatures have their proper uſe ; not on- 
ly to gather what to Man might be oyſom, burt-to gualifie other Crea-; 
tures, that they may be phyſical and ſalutiferoms to the leveral conſtitu- 
tons of men, Surely, that Beaſts are dumb, and want underſtanding, is 
a benefit great unto Mar : If they were mmrelligible, it could not be, 
that their ſfrexgth could ever be kepr ſubjected to the ſervice of Man ;| 
whole cruel uſage, nothing rattona/ cquld ever Jong endure, Vould-the 
Horſe'be carb d,and brought to'thamp on keel? would he (| uffet his lefic. 
Ride#.to befttide Hispatient back, with hf þ4wds and whit to wale his' 
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fleſb;-andwith his bwels to dig into' bis hungry bowels 2 wonld he be, 
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all day in rowling porderows ſtones? gr, wear his life away under the! 
reflure of a heavy barthen: ? | 
- If they could fpeakt,how would Replying to the rage and inſolexce of 
cruel Man, enkindle wrath, and let in death to both > Ve ſce it full 
as neceſlary, that there ſhould as well be poor as rich; tor neither 
could live withour both, We ſce both frazts and wines will keep with 
guſt, and beauty, until the new appear, God having in his Providence 
made them to laſt, til] he docs provide us more z and, yet, not longer 
that we might nor be z/e, or, truſting to our laſting fore, grow. wan- 
ron, and forget the Author, and our ſelves. Thole things of com- 
mon uſe, we common have among us : what we need, and will not 
laſt, in our own Climate grows : Our Spice and Dr#gs that we mult 
ferch from far, are freed {o, from corruption, that they ſeveral years 
indure. 
In common Corz,what wonders may we find ? how one {mall grain 
ſprings up to ſeveral hundreds ; how it gives a ſ#ſtextation by his (e- 
veral parts, both unto Max and Beaſt ; and, becauſe fo uſeſul, fee but 
how carctully Nature does preſcrve it. It grows upin a Corſelet , an 
inward coat that does from dews defend it : and on the outſide a Stand 
of Pikes in bearded ranges upright, do appear, to fence it from the 
Birds, and catch the falling rain, ſo by degrees to lead and hold it in to 
the grazzs within : bur, when 'tis ripe, that moiſture is not uſctul; ir} 
downward turns its loaded head, that as before it helped to ſwell and 
ripen it, ſo now, it gently draws it of, that it may not hurt, or rot it : 
and becauſe, (being weak), it from one grain, one ſingle ftalk alone 
ſhould ſhoot, and grow, cach ea(te wind would breakirt ro unfruirtul-| 
neſs, there ſprings up many from every ſeveral kerzel, that gerting| 
| 
| 


ftrength by mulrcicude,ic may withſtand the aflaults of ſtorm and rain. 

And whercas other f7aits trom Trees, and ſuch Jarge Plants , laſt bur} 
their year about, or notſo long z this, as more uſetul,ſeveral Winters, 
keeps from all decay, that when there is a plenty (as once it eABgypr),! 
to help 'gainſt dearth, it may be kept in ſtore. Even the exemmity of 
Creatures one againſt another, is for the advantage of Man; in fear of 
orſe another, they are kept from treſpaſſing on him, and by the axtipa- | 
thy of one againſt the other, we make uſe of one, to take the other; 
{o ſerve our ſelves of both. « | 
By theſe, and millions of others, and indeed by all, we can ſee 
or comprehend, we may conclude as does the Plalmiſt, O Lord, how , 
ſhould complain, as ſometime protanely did Alphonſus,That God might 
have ordered many things better in the Creation of the world, than he hath, 


ea querimns, If we complamof defect in the works of Creation, 'tis 
becauſe we do'n't conſider them'in their proper ſpheres and uſes. 


wonderful are thy works, in wiſdom haſt thou made them all ! And it we | 


done;\We may well return that grave and ſober anſwer of St. Auguſtine, | 
In Creaturts fiquid erratums coggtamus;nde eft quod now in congruts ſedibnus, | 


_ Surely, | 
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brought in hempen chains, to be made draw beyond tis breath , and Cut. II. 
ſtrength ? would he be zyed wp to the ftaved wood, or walk the round LVNWNY 


RES he EY 


— -— 


——— . ——_ 


Py a 


——_— — 


344 R ESOLVES, | 
CenT, ll | Surely, the apprehenſion of the ordering of all things fo Ie 
WY [witly, by ſo Supreme a Providence, might Tutor us to be lefs in paſſt-| 
| on, at any thing that happens. Ir was an excellent fancy of the wiſe 
Philoſopher, in diſcourling of this matter , when he ſaid, J# all the! 
misfortunes of all the men in the world,were crowded together in one Man, | 
and then, every man out of this heap, were to take, but an equal ſhare : 
He did believe, every man would rather reſume his own, than after a pro-| 
portionate Rate take what ſhould then befal him. Why then ſhould any 
grumble at their diſpleas d condition ? Who wiſely made the world, as 
wiſely does preſerve and govery it. And he that ſhew'd his Power and 
Wiſdom in every Worm, in every Fly, and ſmaller Atoms that he did at | 
firſt create; does in his Providence deſcend to order , and diſpoſe of. 
every little particle of this great Main,the world. Who makes a watch, 
does look as well te every pin and zick inevery wheel,as to the Spring 
it ſelf, that guides and ſteers the whole. As *cis Maxim'd of the Ele- 
ments, that, Nullum in ſus lice ponderoſum, There's none are heavy in 
their proper places : So nothing is a burchen as God did firſt deſign it. 
And thus, as by contemplation of his glorious works, we never can wanr 
cauſe to admire his Providence, to magnifie his Wiſdom , to adore his 
Goodneſs, and find a reſt for all our warring thoughts : So by our weak 
complaining, we unhand our hold irom Dezty thar ſtays us, we proclaim 
our own aefet#s, and detract from what is dye to his Great Glory, 
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All is V anity andyexation of Spirit, and there 
is nothing, of value under the Sun. 


FXXLL Is VaniTr ! Surely this is a bold Cenſure : 
EZ Yet we ſce the wiſeſt that was only Man, dares 
VA both avow and juſtifie't, Nay, that is vain which 
YER" is not commodious, though it hurt not. Butall 
NA Y is notonly vanity but Vexation ; that, not of the 
= Body only, but the Spirit: *Tis unprofitable, 
Yet further, it might afflitin ſomething, and ſolace 
in others, bur there is nothing of vaiue : *Tis unprofitable, 'tis miſ- 


- [chievous, 'tis good for nothing. Here isthe reckoning of the world 


caſt up, the particulars are all before, Honour, Pleaſure, Profit z and 
Wiſdome added to advance the ſum : but what amount they to ? 
Alas !-the Verſes end has totall'd them, Vanity, Vexation, Nothing. 
This is a ſcalding breath fatal as the Bird of night, a killing damp, 
or Mandrakes grones. See, all the beauty of the Globe is biaſted : 
Thar which the wiſe Inquiſitors of Nature, did for the decency call 
Beauties ſels, the Grecians and Latines, is this now become a thing ſo 
contemptible, ſo falling and ſo dying in irs Fame ? 

Bur isthe Accomprant one of credit > May he not fail in his Arith- 
metick, and by an injurious Total vilifie ſo large a Treaſure? Alas! is 
this that gives the wound, the authority of the Man marrs all. Had 
ſome immur*'d Anchot ice, ſome celled Hermire, ſome ſecluded Monk 
ſpoke this, it had bcen no diſparagement : nay, had it been burſome 
Mzandring gophiſter, or ſome Junior Philoſopher, that had bur gazed 
Nature in the face, and fo gueſs'd Fer diſpoſition, it might have mer 
ſome Cavil : Nay, had it been ſome fowr Cynick, or ſume fleeting 
Lucian, a blind Homer, or the more (crious and knowing Ariſtotle , 
that not only courred Nature as a Miſtreſs, but bedded her as a 
Bride, ſaw her uncloathed,and lefrher almoſt naked to tte wide worlds 
view, we might: have doubted Herefic in the Text : Bur when tie that 
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ſpeaks it, ſhall be Man ſummi'd up in the excellency of all his parts ,| 
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Perfe&tion center'd and epitomiz'd : when it ſhall be, as Hugo Vide- 
rinus ſays, Sententia hominss hominem excedentis, The judgment of a 
Man exceeding all Mankind : when it ſhall be one that was fo wiſe 
at Twelve, as of himſelf ro chuſe Wiſdom before all that the world 
had; one that knew the world, and was able to judge it ; one that. 
had the world within him , and knew by his Pen to Nile his parts, 
and knowingly to read upon every Limb every particular, from the 
Hyſſop at the Walls low foot, to the lofty Cedar that does ſhadow « 
Lebanon : One that had King'd ir from his youth, that knew the Mines 
and Trains of State, the Fawnings and the Wiles of Court, the Rid- 
dles and the Twilight-ſhows of Policy : One that was skiltul roo in, 
Trade, and experienc'd inthe belayings, the ingroſſings, the circum-) 
ventions of Merchandizing : One that was Prince of Kings, and King 
of Philoſophers ; whoſe Wir was elegantly Poetical, whoſe Wiſdom 
was {olidly Proverbia!, on ® aa was Oraculous : We have 
nothing lett to ground an expectation upon. FE 

| Nor did he ſpeak this at random, as a flaſhing wit cenſures a judi- | 
cious Author, ere he ſcarce had read a Page z nor as a prejudicated | 
Judge, that ſentences Delinquents, when yer he has not heard the 
cſs: But after a ſtrict examination of all, after he had cut up every 
ſublunary, and le&ur'd on the Anatomy : not by.a Theorical and 
barcly empty ſpeculation , bur by a practick experience , traverſing 
not only the vaſter Continent, but even every Creek and Angle of the 
World : and when he had try'd and Lymbeck'd all , the fpirit and | 
Extra& comes forth, Vanity, Vexation, nothing of continuance. 

Bur perhaps this may be bur general,and he may mean as when 'cis 
ſaid, The whole (ity went out , whereby we underſtand the greater 
part, and not preciſely all. Na, they are induced ſeverally, and ſen- 
renc'd together, like Malefa&tors caild dillinQly to the Bar , but by 
one Law found guilty all alike. 

But whar is Vanity > Who knows but that it may be. pleaſing ? 
I'm ſure we hunt it as we would a purchale,as the ſatiating of a long- 
ing bloud, as Children do their Gawdes and Rattles, with cryings 
and impatience: And when we have got it, we have but graſped the 
Air; or, like /xoz, preſs'd a Cloud tor Fuze, whereout fome Mon- 
ter, like the Cextavr, ſprings : yet ſtill like him we boaſt the enjoy- 
ment of Fove's Queen ſo long, that juſtly at laſt we ſtand condem- 
ned to the reſtleſs wheel. 

I find divers definitions of Vanity. There are that ſay every muta- 
bility which argues a defect is vain; And thus Angels and our Souls 
may be ſo. Next, whatever is deſtroyable and difloluble, and thus 
the Elements and viſible Heavens. Saint Chryſofters (ayes that is vain , 
which has no profitin it : a name without a thing, Some ever take it 
for the evill part, and tend it to the naturalneſle of the creature, re- 
ducible toan Annihilation: to.the Temporality of the good , the 
Perſonality of offenders,and the Criminality of works. Qthers fay| 
that is vath which isto no end or purpole , as courting the Wind and} 
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Combating ſhadows. And certainly in reſpe& of that ſupreme , and 
eternal felicity, which the ſoul does feem to make unto, ſuch is all 
chat the Sun looks upon': They are- produc'd and periſh together : 
Or if « while they leave afaint glimmering in the mind, *Tis but' as 
waters ſeeth removed from the fire, which expreſs a languiſhing play | 
after all the heart is gone. | 

Wiſdome and knowledge are the primeſt goods of man, For they 

arc Judges of all veſides. They are the Elevation of the ſcale of man, 
which while a dull Earthines flags the reſt of the Creatures, mounts 

him like a Nobler fire ro the Honour of the company and being 

iriend unto God. Neither are they ſo caſual (like Honour, Pleaſure, 

and Profit, the other remporary goods of man) as to fall upon the 1m- 

[diligent and undeſerving, nor yer fo cafily raviſhrt from him by the 

ſpleen of others , or the frown of fortunes menacings. Bur as they are 

harder in their acquilition, ſo are they more imperdible and teddy in 
cheirſtay. All the other three are (compared with theſe) bur like Ga 
dles to rock Children aflcep with. Bur theſe arc ſweet as the weakned | 
muſings of delightful thoughts,which not only dew the mind with Per- | 
fumes that ever refreſh us, but raiſe vs to the Mountain that gives us 
view of Cazaan;and ſhews us rayes and glimpſes of the glory that ſhall 
after crown us. Yet is it the obje& only that makes theſe good unto 
man, when God is the Occan thar all his ſtreams make way unto : 0- 
therwiſe, as Nets do birds, they catch us and intangle ; and, like the' 
Sect of the Academicks , conclude not any thing, but That nothing car 
be concluded on, Knowledge in many things but delivers us to donbts, 
and doubts involve us in Aragon, The Gall of fin is broke, and has 
imbitcer'd all the inwards of man. 

It was the Appctition of Knowledge that caſt man from Paradiſe : 

Ignorance, not total, may be berter than uncertain Science. To know| 
good was part of mans firſt boaſted happineſs ; bur when he needs 
would know more than was good for him to know, he loſt that good 

be had. And Plato ſays, One Thewts (a certain Devil envious to man) 

firſt ſhewed him of the Sciences. Whar diverſity of Opinions , of 
Thoughts? Not two in the world that have eyes of conceit1n all things 
(ceing alike. This ſchool magnifies -what another condemns, and that 
Se takes any thing rather than whar the other taught: And how often! 
is the Garland given ro Falſhood, while Truth obſcured mourns ? The 
plain right down Plod oft findeth Heaven and happineſs, while Wits 
deep ſubtleties tailing;fink'ro Hell. The greateſt Herefies from greateſt 
Learning ſpring; and the Holy Ghoſt,like the bird of irs repreſentation, 
(rhe Dove)uſually lights upon the humble ground, but {eldom perches, 
on the rall-grown Trce. Though 1 totally ſubmit to Seneca, wherehe' 
ſays; Hoc ſcio neminem poſſe bene wivere, ſed nec tolerabiliter qui eſt ſine ſa- 
pientie ſtudio. This 1 am ſure of, None can live well;no not in any tolera- 
ble faſhion, without the ſtudy of Wiſdom : Yer we find neither his 
Philoſophy, nor his Wealth, nor his Honours, nor that which ke pre- 
lerred before all theſe, and recommended to his friends at his death, | 
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Cent. 11. | (His Precepts,:and the Pattern of his well-led Life) could guard him 
LYOD | from the peoples envy, or Neyees malice, or preſerve his Veins un- 
cut. Nay, how, oftcn does eur. Knowledge -increaſe our. ſorrow ? Ir 
elates our minds, it;attracts envy , andgives us to {ce further into 
ſorrow. than the unskilled ſoul. Whar one _ of moment by all 
our knowledge can we truly conquer > The Seas alternate fluxes 
paſs us', the Loadſtones hidden qualities arc beyond our reach, nor 

can we truly judge of what our very ſenſes meet with. All agree,the 

Dog in ſcent, the Ape in taſte, acuter are then we ; yet we ſee the one 
in Carrion tumbles as his beft Perfume, andthe other leaving all our | 
Delicates, checkles when he meets the Dainties of a Spider. Our wi. | 
dome is bur in finding more of our folly, and when we think we have. 
progreſs'd far in the un-ending Circles of laborious Science, we only | 
at lalt with fruitleſs ſweat attach our own learn'd Ignorance, But | 
admit we may know more than can the ſlothful man ; the greateſt 
Talent obliges to the greatelt roy], and neglected, tothe preateſt pu- | 
niſhment. Knowledge without practice bur enlarges our ſcore, and | 
is a Treaſury of future ſiripes: And afluredly when Juſtice ar the | 
laſt ſhall clear her own Integrity, it will go far better with an ho- 

neſt unaffected Ignorance, than withthe cunning ſpcculations of neg- | 
Ietive Knowledge. 

But let usſce whether there lie not ſomething of more eſteem in 
outwards. There are-many Plants that carry medicine in their Barks 
when all their bulk is only food tor fire. Alas / if the Prince be poor, 
where is the wealth of ſlaves ? If we look at Honour, that of Kings 
is the higheſt pitch, And not to ſpeak of the common frailty atten- 
ding them as men, even their necef{ary incumbrances are as the ſalt- 
neſs of the Sea- harſhing quite through the whole. I believe not him 
that ſaid, if Crowns were right'y viewed, there would be more 
Kingdoms than Kings : For Nature riſes to Sovereignty, ;and there 
isa blaze of honour guilding the Bryers and inticing the mind : yet; 
is not this without its Thorns and (alebrofity. If he be guod, he is! 
a gcneral Servant : if bad, his own perpetual terror. If all men ought 
to care for him, *cis his part to take care for all: and 'tis far leſs tor 
many to care for one, than for one to provide for all. And this invi- 
ted Aztiochus when Scipio had Conquer'd away ſome of his borders; 
to ſend thanks to the Romans, for cating him of part of his cares, to 
which he is not allowed the liberty that inferiours have. When An- 
tigons, ſaw his Son looſe in his Carriage towards his Subjes , he 
checks him with, Sor, Son, remember our Empires 4 Noble Bondage. 
They muſt live ſevere te themſelves, bur affable and free to others : 
which made Alexander anſwer his Father Philip , who wiſht him to 
ſhew his ativenceſs and ſpeed at the Olympian. Race, That ſohe wonld, 
if he had Kings to run withal, As (port, fo friendſhipſure is fwee- 
reſt among equals; and even in this, a King is ſure unhappy , that 
whole Kingdoms afford not him one Companion 'to make a friend 
of. Certaivly, he may live moſt at eaſc that has leaſt to mY 7 

or 
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| World. A kind of calm reclufenels 1s lik< reſt to the over labour'd 
' man , buta, multitude is not pleaſing : *Tis bur Bedlam in a larger 
| building. VWho would be content to lead all his lite in a crowd > or 
to {tand up as the common mark whercout every one (trives ro draw 
his own. peculiar intereſt ? Let thc private man pleaſe bur two or 
chree of. his own Pariſh or fomc Neighbouring-Village, ard *cis all 
che buſineſs that I:c has to do. And ſurcly this is no hard martrer 
while he as not the deciſive part , in things that fit cloſer ro men, 
as Honour, Liberty, Lic, Eſtate, and the like; in all contentions 
concerning which, one fide will think ir ſelf roo hardly born upon, 
and fo tall of in diſcontent, -it not rage. Nor Oracles, nor Equity,can 
contrive out a liking to all. Even he that Judges right , muſt needs 
have one fide hate. Simml iſs Mundi Rettor Deus poſuit Odium 4tq ; 
Regnum ; The God and guide of all the World , has eſtabliſh theſe 
rogether ; 111 will and Empire. When Pylades a Roman Actor was 
to repreſent Agameninon, hc appeared as one in a maze, folicitous , 
as preſled both with thoughts and cares : And ſuch are Kings and Go- 
vernors, To live atcaſe isto loſe : and to preſerve is pains ? It he 
be good tothe Republique the trouble is his own, bur the fruit ſhall 
his coolers reap. Nay, I '{ee not bur that it is undoubtedly true , 
that even the pooreſt vallal, not groaning. under aſenfible ſmart, has 
all his life long a greater Comforter, ehanthe Monarch heaved an the 


| 


there is hope , and that like a Melior Nature heartens and chears him 
againſt all his diſlik*d depreſſions : though he be in darkneſs, it (hews 
him light ; *Tis the (mile of life, and: like the pillar of fire, leads us 
through the dark and defarts in our conceit to plenty, Burt with 
Kings it is quite the contrary ; they have as little ro hope for as the 
| other has tofear ; and whatſocver this looks on with hope, with fear 
{do Kings behold ir : Above them there is no place, and beneath them 
all is loſs. Fortune leads on Kings with perpetual Alarums, but 
| inferiqurs by propoſing priſes. And doubtleſs ſuch Conſiderations 
as theſe did make the Tragediay ſettle in this Reſolve : 


Stet quicungquz wolet, potens, | Let who's will in Icy State, 
Anle culmine lubrics : | Courts gay luſtres emulate : 
Me dulcis ſaturet quies. Private peace ſhall ſatiare me, 
| Obſcure poſits loco, Where retired I may be 
| Leni perfruar otio. | Stor'd with gentle caſe, and free : 
| Nullis nota Quiritibas Where no greedy Courtier knows 
 e/Etas per tacitums fluat. How my peaceful _ flows : 
' $ic cum tranſierint mei So when (noiſele Sl ing by) 
' Nullo cum ſtrepitu dies, All my daies are patt, then I 
| Plebeinus moriar ſenex. May a harmleſs old man dyc. 


| 
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top of ſtate, For he that is ;,low not having far to fall has little to |- 
fcar , Qui jacet interram, Oc. But on whatſoever he looks abroad, | 
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is only in expeQaation. And furable to this did the grave Boetzns fing , 
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Ill; mors gravis incubat,| He that toall too much is ſhown, | 
Qui,notus nimis ommibis,| Dycsto himſelfthe molt unknown, 
Ig notus moritur fibi. And death with greateſt grict does own. | 
Is Pleaſure then any other ? Or canthe jollitics of life emerge us 
from this ſpreading Sea? Certainly, Antifthenes meant it not as Cha- | 
rity, when he praycd his Enemies children might be brought up in 
pleaſure. And Plutarchtells us, when the Babylonians had revolted | 
and were again by Xerxes reduc'dto obedience, in ſtead of wearin 
arms he commanded them to carry pipes to ſport and (ing, ro dance 
and revel, that ſoftned and unmar'd by vleafure they might not a- | 
gain attempt a defection. As winds do lighter lubſtaxces, it bears us. 
up a while in ſmoother air : but ſtill as that begins to lie, with it we 
fall ro Earth, ro Mire, to Mud, and torpid dulneſs. It nibbles away 
the virtues of the ſou}, and becalms us into Ruine. The Noble Sun 
they ſay is fed from the Sea thar is falr: bur the Moon from the plea- 
ſant Springs attraQting all her changes- Pleaſure and DeftruQtion acre 
cloſe and near akin, and if ir be inordinare, the tye is then of Brother- | 
hood ; if Pleaſure be the Elder, yer deſtruQtion reigns after his de- | 
ceaſe , and then as a Tyrant repeats his Laws. Even the extreme of | 
joy is ſadneſs. It clouds the underſtanding , and for the moſt part 
leaves us more Cauſes of Repentance than Remembrance. He thar| 
ſubmits himſelf co pleaſure, lies down at laſt ro Labour, to Grief ,| 
Diſgrace, and Want. And theretore Arifterle counſels us not to look} 
upon Pleaſures in their approach but at their farewel, ſo by a rebu- | 
king Judgment we may be ſaved from their ſting and future Faſcina- 
tions, otherwile they enervate the bravery of the mind , enflave rhe 
gallant Genius of Man, and bur like Garlands Crown us for Victims 
to ſeverer fate. Another Vanity of Pleaſure is that it is never ſatisfied, 
this will St. Ambroſe witnels. Nihil prodjge ſatis eſt Volaptati : Sem- 
perque famem patitur ſui , qui Alimentis perpetuis neſcit implert ; No-| 
thing can fariare riotous Pleaſure, he muſt needs be unfortunate by | 
rpetual famire that with continued food cannot be filP d. All Vo- | 
upruouſneſs isa kind of mental Dropfic, rhe dryer for often drink- 
ing. It haunts us with a dog-like Appetite, and renders us ravenous 
and greedy ; but uncontemted ſtill : For ſhadow-like we falling on'r, 
'tis gone ; fled ſooner than enjoy'd. Like Solowrons Wine , it may 
ſparkle inthe Cup, bur inthe end it like a Serpent bires. And ro 
give it the truth of all , *cis of ſo airy a nature, as all the ſweet ir has 


Habet omnis hoc voluptas, | All Voluptuouſnefs has this, 

Stimnlis agit fruentes; Twinging till our joyes we kiſs ; 
Apinmq; par volantim, | But like Bees that range abroad, 

Ubi grata mella fadit, | Scattering once their Jong hug'd load ; 


Fugit, & nimis tenaci Hence it vapours, then it' heart 


Ferit ifta cords morſu. | Sticks-izs-deadly wounding Dart. 
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Nor is wealth ot any better condiuon thaa theſe, *tis not a food 
fine caough for tranſcendent and aſpiring fouls to feed upon. Yet to 
fliew that Mortality ſubfiſteth by a mortal prop , *tis now become 
the Eflence and the laud of Nations. As water is to Fiſhes, ſo this 
ro manis Element, Food, Favour, and almighty Lite ; Yet bred our 
of Sulphur and Quickſilver, as it allycd ro the materials ofa reſtleſs 
Hell. Hear but what Epithets the Learned ©Aprippa gives it, Ommis 
pecunia levis , farax, labilis, anguillarum & ſerpentum inſtar lnbrica , 
Vain, ſwift of flight, as {lime ot Eels or Serpents glidings, (lippery. 
When riches wing away, they leave us then ſorrow ; and while they 
ſtay , entice us to Incemperance. VVhat wanted among the Romans, 
till wealth as a Dcluge came flowing upon them ? Jultice , Tempe- 
rance, Vertue, and Tryumphs crown'd them, while they were 
not ſwell'd wich Riches : Bur plenty once let in, like Ni4us his Inun- 
dation, it left them muudded with the flime and prodigies of Vice , 
and made them ſtranger monſters than ere that ſtream gave harbour 
co. If not this, they cicher increaſe our Care in keeping them, or elſe 
our thirſt in gerting them 3 and are fo far from quieting the mind , 
that the morc we have , the more we ſtill do cover them; and ex- 
trreme deſires are never without their torment, Attain'd, or never got, 


they vex; loſt, or ever kept, they vex, They may ſometimes ward a 
blow from the malice of Fortunes hand, but they are of fo ſad a 
weight to wear continually , that wiſe men do by them as the valiant 
oft by Arms , rather expoſertheir lives to the hazard of a Barttail , 
then be cumbred with the burthen of Armour. Death makes all, 
rich and poor alike : ſo he that is moſt rich, is but moſt in debt ; for 
he borrowed all from Fortune, which when he goes he muſt repay 
to the laſt Mite, and perhaps with much more grict thanhe that had 
little to leave. Beſides all this, they have one Þadge which ſurely 
ſticks them with unnobleſt things, "They fail a man un deepeſt need : 
They can neither redeem from Death, nor deliver from wrath , bur 


even in the ſammons to theſe, unworthily abandon thoſe that moſt 
' have courted them. 


Non domins aut funadns ; 208 4Yis ACET UNS Of 4UYE 
eAEgroto domins deduxit corpore febres, 


Now 4711110 CUYAS. 


Nor Houle, nor Land, nor heaps of Treaſure can 
Extract the Fever from diftemper'd Man, 
Nor Cares from out the mind. 


Nay, they. are not only falſe but faral : As the ſcent in beaſts of 
Game, they betray usto the ſearch of Tyranny, as purſue in a ſtrack- 
en Deer, they fall from us like bloud, and make us to be hun” 


| bes unſtir'd and reſtful : burif a mine be in it , rhe World ts m. 
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rehto death, Where the ground is barren or yields nothing rare, a 
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with inſtruments to dig and wound ir. Yert aſter all this, they are fo 
vain that if we uſe them, we loſe them, it we only keep them , we 
have them not, 

Learning, Honour, Pleaſure, Wealth, they are all but Conſonants 
without a Vowel, which ſeem to dictate in the Worlds great Vo- 
lame, but when we ſeek for matter in the pages, all put together the 
ſum is Nothing. Vanity, Vexation, Nothing. 

Agrecable to this is that which Zipſius left and begg'd his friends 
would fix upon his Grave. 


Vis altiore woce me tecum loqui ? 
Cuntta Humana, Fumns, Umbra, Vanitas, 


Scena & Imago: & verbo ut abſolvam, Nihil. 


Shall I ſpeak truly, what I now ſce below ? 
The World is all a Carkaſs, Smoak, and Vanity, 
The Shadow of a Shadow, a Play:and in one word juſt Nothing. 


Yet were it but Vanity only,we might ſail away life without ſtorms, 
-and complying Vanity with Vanity, make lite a pleaſing Holy-day,and 
be as innocently wanton as Birds in Spring-time, or Fielded Beaſts in 
May. So we might like Aromes in the Suns bright beams , dance 
our ſhort day away. But—Vexation dogs this Vanity, is the black 
[ ſhadow to that painted body, the i]]-ſavour that attends the extingui- 
ſhing of the poor melting tapers of all Worldly Felicity. 

Several Interpretations are extant-of this Word , our vulgar has 
it Vexation, ſome have rendred it by Paſtio, an eating and devou- 
ring Ulcer that gnaws the ſoul to languithment, gangrening ever by 
\gradual frettings the mirth and pertnels of the oppretied mind. The 
f Chaldee has it, the Confraftion of the ſpirits grating them with a 
calling Jar, rubbing upon the ſpirits, as woollen on a place that is 
raw. All agrce in this, to make an unſatisfied perturbation the una- 
voidable Th: of Man. Andindecd it we lookto the firſt foun- 


ded State of lapſed Man, Selomors cenſure is but'a free Confcfhon ofia 
former doom, \the Decree was pals'd in Gex.the 3.17,18,19. Iz ſorrow 
ſhalt thou eat allthe daies of thy life, Thorns and Thiſiles ſhall the Earth 
bring forth, No doubt, but the Almighty Providence as eaſily could 
have made it offer him Corn, and Wine, and Oy], in a ſpontaneous 
flowing ; Fruir, Spice and Medicinals, without inforc'd Plantations. 
But the other are thiogs that prick, and are for offence. Anſwerable 
to theſe was that other next Omen of his firſt Apparel ——The Fig- 
leaves, which having neither ſtrength nor durance, have yet all th'in- 
fide 'rugged as truepreſagements of his ſelt-woven Fate, And albeit 
all rhings before Man fell, came forth as the refined gold from the 
Mint with a Yalde boxa ſtampt upon them : yer (in, as a Contagious 
Fog infected the very air of all. The highel contentments that the 


[Works can yield, become to us like the Country Q#intanes , while 
we | 
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we run upon them with a haſty ſpeed ; if we poſt nor taiter off, than 
we at firit came on, the bag of ſfnd ſtrikes us in the neck, and leaves 
us nothing bur the blewneſs of our wounds to boaſt on. Ar beſt the 
Univerſe 1s but a Ring of Changes z a march of Antiques in a paper- 
lanthorn. A Dance ot Creatures ever intheir Motgon, in their {amo 
and Hurrying, Shuffie, Pacing, Turning, Shifcing co each others place, 
'Tis the Traye-Comcdy of Errors. The Scenes change, the Actors 


of the Play remains. 

To wade in Knowledge,is to ſound a Sea that is tathomleſs. To reſt 
upon Honour, is to ſtay upon the rate that other men will fer us ar, 
When they dedud tt.eir Eſtimation, our Creſt falls, and we arenea- 
rer to any thing than what we thought our ſelves. To wealth ar lon- | 

eſt we are but Tenants for life : And what we have is any Tyrants 
_ wa by force or fraud can maſter us, He that intends his Pleaſure too 


than to reſt full pleaſed with things that are ſo periſhing : So that 
now, it would be a wonder to ſce one dote on tranſients and tem 


that was not God, yet in Martial the Reſolve was ſenſual : 


Ad canam ft me diverſa vocaret in aſtra, 
Hinc invitator Caſaris, inde Fowis. 
Aftra licet propins, Palatia longius eſſent, 
Reſponſa ad ſuperos hec referenda darem. 
Querite qui malit fieri conviva Tonantis, 
Me, mens in terris Fupiter, ecce, tenet. 


Should Fove ſend for me*mong the Stars to ſup, 

And Ceſar then invite me ro his cup ; 

Though Heaven were neer, atid Ce/ars Courts far off, 
with this Anſwer would' the Gods pur off : 
ck ſuchas long to taſte the Thunderers Feaſt, 

Me, my Fove here, Domitian makes his gueſt, 


He had a Wit, worthy of a better reſolution, nor is there any thing 
to excuſe him but the un-commendable licentiouſneſs of Poetry : For 
elſe *ris not poſſible that upon true grounds, a wiſe man can be fond 
of the world. All is cither empty ot troubleſome, and comparartive- 
ly without doubt either evill or not good. So that now it muſt be cer- 
tain," There is no profit under the Sun, 


To keep back the Eclipſing ſadnefles of the mind : To rake away the 
nauſeoulſneſs of the ;mprifon'd ſoul, or to give the World a conſtan- 
cy in his own frail parrs ; This is beyond a Solomon. All things drop 
away as fruits from ſhaken trees, which a Spring renews and 


vary, the Plot alters, and art laſt che Stage ſhall flame while nothing 


much, minds all things elſe too little z and even thar ir ſelf increaſes,]|/ 
and fails together, The World with all his parts, cannot aſpireſo high] 
AS to become of worth to ſatisfe a ſoul. That is of a nobler natute , || 


rals ; Though all the ridiculous gods of Rome were made ſo by Man 


.” To procure an un-intermitting joy ; To draw life into perpetuity ; | 
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| And thereiore I find this place read by ſome, Nihil permanere ſub 
]Sole; Nothing endureth under the Sun ; and this not enduring, if there 

were no more, is enough to confirm that a!l is Vanity : when any thing 
comes to nought we ſay it vaniſhes, which in _ Engliſh is , it 
roweth into Vanity ; and ſhall not one day all the World do this? 
Thou hthe Earth be ſaid ro remain for ever, that everis but Compa- 
fratively, and the ſenſe is, that it ſhall nor decay ſo ſoon as the other 
Creatures that depend upon it. But this, depending on the Suns en- 
livening influence, may in courſe of Nature be capable of change, and 
when we need it, fail us. What then ſhall we do ? Or whither turn to 
find a Repoſe for the Soul > All the Maſs of Creatures pur together 
is too narrow a Palace to contain the Soul of Man. It flies in a moment 
to the deeps and Oceans Springs, nor only to the roots of Mountains , 
but in & moment pierces quite through the Earths condenſed Globe , 
rothe Stars, and higheſt Convex of the bounding Sky : So far as the 
Creature reaches it goes and finds no reſt. God only is capactous, in 
him de all its vaſt extenſions reſt : unlimitred thoughts in him a limit 
find ;- and when we do loſe the Creature, {till we do find him. Beyond 
the bowed expanſions of the Firmament, where we cannot gueſs what | 
may be, thete we are ſure this God incorruptible dwels. He is farther 
oftthan the Soul can reach : yet nearer than it can avoid. All things 
elſe are Sea, and Storm : nor is there any Haven but here. Hither mult 
we mount, beyond the Suns rais'd eye. In the Courts of the Father of 
this Sun, dwells Truth, and Joy, and Conſtancy, While 1 live here, I 
Eouſt look for Tydes and Ebbs, Waves and Sands,and Rocks and more 
croſs winds than knows the Saylors Compaſs. Nor may I hope for 
ſafety but by Anchoring: above the Sun ; Bn in his Mercies who ts 
this Suns Sun, who is the Life, and Light, and Soul of all. If1 can fix 
here, I will think 1 have made ancſcapetrom Earth : and by his no- 
ble attration,having a mind rais'd gloriouſly high, may ſtand as a 
well-buſlrſtrucure, though outwardly ſoiled nw. clouded with the} 
fume of Ferrene things, yet by the gratious ſhine of the Almighty , | 


bright within, and above the Conculcations of the World, | 


| 
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And another ſaid, 1 have marrieda Wife; and 
therefore 1 cannot come. _.,, ...: | 


FRY REO VD ther ſaid ; It ——— more'of 'the 
7 DATE Pack : Natural ayerſcneſs to ſpiritual things-is' not } 
« 5 FA - in one bur all. They that ſeveral*'ways atheed to 
*T- BE the world, do all agree rogerher to negle& -the' 
© WI God of that world, and them.” The Fews were all 
——— cnt, and thcy rathcr chaſe to kill che Lamb} 
than come to his Supper. That God had ſent, might have been'enough 
to give a Cripple ſwiftneſs, and to have ſtruck up Age again 'with 
Youths enltvening fires. And that irwas to a Feaft'of Salvation (which } 
was the re-building of the ruins omar, and the re-implanring him 
in a better Paradiſe r$.an at firſt he lofÞ) might-; one -would have 
thought, begor a noble contempr of aty thing thar-could have hin- 
dred : bat dull ſouls find out dull excules. They ſtill appear of the 
fame froward race, wheteof their Predeceflors were, that to the'mi- 
racles-of a Journcy both night and: day engarded by a Deity , dare 
beſortedly prefer the Garlick and the Onyons of Zgypr. So 'profa- 
ner Eſau had rather ſup his Broth,than fave his Birth-right. Byearth- 
[ly minds a grain of droffic Silver is priſed above all the precious Balms 
of Gilead, The other two, though they came nor, did modeſtly refuſe, 
and chough none returned ſo much as thanks, yet-they begg'd toi be 
held excus'd : Leſs uncivil Clowns; though they had not grace to 
come , they had ſo much Ruſtick manners as to''beg a pardon z'and 
fortiſhly rhoughr a Farm and Yokes of Oxen, might in judgment hold 
a Plea againſt all the ſpiritual ſolaces'sf Heavens. Let a Pelant have 
his wiſh, and cither an eaſie Rent, Barns well 1d; or a greater Herd 
of Cattle ſhallbe ſo much coveted, as the rightly wiſe ſhallſee; that } 
the difference berwixt his beaſts and him is only. in his ruder ſpeech. | 
Thus the two former. But in Ingratitude they all agree z ſuch a kind 
of Hog-carriage, that while they are 'greedily {willing in their" own 
draff ; all the Excellencies of the world beſides are unminded ; much 
more the Author that ſhall offer them. Like the deat Adder , = 
Lz 2 re[i! 
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reſt unſtirr'd by the moſt powerful charm of the world---Courtefie.' 
If I ſhall gain by bargaining,equality of Traſhque preſerves me in my li- 
berty.If1 reccive for deſert,that which is done to me is paid,nor given. 
Bur a noble Courrteſie falling like rain in due ſeaſon, enſlaves a man 
more than.a Market ſale among «Moors : for it conquers the uncom- 
TX mind, and dil.intcrefts Man. of himſelf. To be unthankful, 
$ 


to be a Baſtard ro Nature: with how many fold does the grateful 

arth return her fcatter'd = ? It rheRivers pay their Tribute to 
the Ocean, in puBlick Tydes and private Springs, a retribution's 
made. If the Earth exhales but Vapours to the Heaven, in requiting 
Dews it doth again diſtill them : Only rhe diſputed Element of 
Fire is barren, and therefore has not the honour ro be mentioned in! 
the Crearion. | | 
Here was nothing akin to gratitude : Love there was (hewed fo 
fervent, that even all Creation could not find a Simile for't. The be- 
nefir tro man ſogrear, that the Bowels of both the 7vdies arc not as a 
grain toit, Yerall this ſo diſvalucd by ſtupidity, that none of them 
eſteemed ir worthy the:Tongues leaſt motion to produce a thanks ; 
which proves that Trurh,which by the noble Sezeca was long fince told | 
us, Negamus quenquan ſcire gratiam referre, niſi ſapientem;None but a 
wiſe man knows how to. be thankful.Yert any fool might have blunder'd 
out,Pray thank him —who could ſend leſs to him thar invites to a feaſt? 
Ingraticude does then fink deep, when it gets not up to the-Tongue: 

en it is not aRtive, ir has a Palbie ; bur when ſpeechleſs, dead. King 

Philip did not mourn ſo much for the death of his friend Hipperchme , 
(tor he left the world an old man) but becauſe he died before he had 
requited him. And Suezonins tells us, That Auguſtus Caeſar deſcended 
from his Throne, and as a common Advocate pleaded the cauſe of a 
private Souldier,who had fought for him at AFinm,becauſc he would 
not be thought ungrateful. Yer here by theſe men, from him (who de-|. 
ſcended from his Throne of glory , to ſuffer all contempt and torment 
for them) it is notſo much as taken kindly. Nor did it extenuare their 
Inkumanity, that they did not accept of the Invitation ; For thatexcel- 
lent Orator,whe had far leſs of Divine light than was offer'd them, has 
inſtru&ed us, ——Thar Nos ſolum gratus deber eſſe qui accepit beneficium, 
werumetian is cui poteſtas accipiends fuit ;He ought as well to be thankful 
that may, as he that does receive a bencfir. 

But above them all, this Marrycd man was the worſt, here was 
meicher Wir nor Manners. He not only abſwers churliſhly in a 
blunt careleſneſs,— 7 caxw't come, but injariouſly on Wedlack lays 
the Neceſlity of his abſence, 7 have Marryed a wife, and therefore 1 
C4708 come. 

What > were the pleaſures of the bed fo taking that he reſolves 
for them to abandon Heaven ? Or could he be ſo prejudicial, as to 
believe Heaven would not admit him if he brought a Woman a- 
long? Or was he ſo jealous of her Chaſtity, as he would not be ab- 
ſent from her, leſt his Heir ſhould not prove of his own gerting ? 
: re| 
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[Are all cne Daughtcrs of Eve like their Mother , ſtill rempting Man 
to deſerthis Maker > Cannot Man take a Companion for his life,but 
ſhe mult have ſomething of the Fezabel in her 2 Muſt he cither fruit- 
;leſs (like rhe barren Exnuch? long and dye ; orcile like Fob, be remp:- 
'ed to curſe God , and fo dye? Oris the cicher ſo ſharp, or fond, 
\rhat hc either darcs not vex, or will not leave her? Oris it of Ne- 


ceflity thar he muſt leave Religion to provide for her ? Surely he 
[takes the Text in too large a ſenſe, thac becauſe ir ſays, « Man ſhall | 
leave all and cleave to his wife, that therefore he ſhall leave God ; 'tis | 
but the Father and Mother on Earch, and not the Father of Heaven | 
that tor her we may forſake. Miſerably is he marryed to his Wife, 
char muſt for her be divorc't from all beſide ; from Recreations,Kin- 
dred, Friends, the noble Arts, Nature, and the Gods above, 

Surely there is ſomething more then we are aware of in this ſame 
Creature, Woman. It there be any Charm to overcome Man and 
all bis Virile Vercues, 'is ſhe that (tands up in ir. She is the Remora of 
the Soul, that ſticking to the Keel of Man,arreſts his progreſs to Hea- 
ven. Vhat might ir be which made againſt chem, even the Fathers 
ſo full of fire, and poynant ? St, Ambroſe calls her, Fanue Diaboli , 


quity, and the Scorpions ſting: and-chen a little after proceeds , Sz 
cum viris famine habitant, viſcarium non deerit Diaboli , If Women 
dwell with Men, the Devil hath his lime-twigs there. St- Aus 
guſtine ialls upon their ſinging,whereot he ſays, Telerabilirs eſt audire 
Baſiliſcum ſabillantem Tis ater hearing the killing Baſilisk Hiſs. Elſe- 
where hc makes them in a manner palt Religions cure ,. for Qzanto 
Religtoſtores, tantocitiuns allicinnt ; The more Religious, the more inti- 
cing are they. St. Ferom allows not Reſticus to fee his Mother , for 
fear of her Maids, and tells him, Arcilliulas que ills in obſequio ſunt tibi 
ſcias eſſe in inſidias;Ae mult know thoſe Maids which areTo her for ſer- 
vice, to him are Wiles and Treaſon. St, Chyſoſtoms exclaims, O Ma- 
lum ſummun & acutiſſimum Diaboli telum Mulier ;j The Devils ſharpeſt 
arrow, and miſchicfs primeſt height is Woman. A thing of ſuch pol- 
lution, that the ſuperitition of former times, would not allow her to 
be rouch'd by her own husband of three days before he received the 
Communion, as may be found in the Council of Ehberss, And by 
Tibullus his Caution it ſhould ſeem the like pratiſe was in uſe even 
among the Heathen. 
————Diſcedat ab Aris 
Cui tulit heflerna gaudia nofte Venus. 
From th? Altars let him keep 
That in his Miſtreſs Arms laſt night did ſleep. 

Another (ſcrupulous nicety I find in the Council of Auxerre , 
waere in the 36. Canon it is enjoyn'd,that no VWoman ſhall receive 
| rhe Sacrament in her bare hand : for which purpoſe the 39. Canon 
of the ſame ordains—-Thar if (he hath not a clean linnen glove to 
take it in, ſhe muſt for the time be put by. Nay, the ſevere Cato 


via Iniquitatts, Scorpionis percuſſio ; The Port of Hell, the Rode of Ini- | 
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Uticenſis ſays, — Si abſque famine efſet Mundus, Converſatio noftra 
non eſſet abſque Dirs, Were Women out o'the World, with us the 
Gods would Converſation hold. | | 

Againſt them the Poets have declaimed ix Folio, they write no- 
thing but Rapiers and Ponyards, with all the weapons of wrath, thar 
even the bitrereſt 7ambicks can contain. Bur moſt of them were fo 
looſe in their lives, that they wanted the honour te be in good Wo- 
mens company ; and therefore I will only tell you what the Comi- 
cal Plautus thought : 


| Oui poteſt mulieres vitare, vitet : nt quotidie 
(Pride caveat) ne faciat quod pigeat poſtriate. 


Let him that can, defend himſelf from Women : but he who would 
not do that to day, whereof he muſt repent to morrow, muſt 
avoid them the day before. 


Theſe Opinions are auſtere and (harp; yet certainly ſome of them 
the mature Cenſures of a reverend Age, ſtrit Santity, and wealthy 
Knowledge. Only we may hope they meant not theſe ofthe general, 
bur of the depraved of that Sex ; who like hurt Deer (by their owh 
Herd) would be puſht out to certain deſtruction, 

Surely inthemſelves they are not thus unboundedly ill : Burt ſoft 
and eafie Natures, as they ſooner bend towards Vertue,: ſo they ſoo- 
ner ſlide into Vice ; but cannot uſually be ſo reſolute in either, as 
the more ſolid and compacted ſpirit of man. Therefore of this pow- 
er with Man there is without doubt a twofold Cauſe ; one in them- 
ſelves, one inman. = 

Thar in themſelves is the excellency of their Creation, wherein Na- | 
ture has ſweetned their Countenance beyond theſteraneſs of a Male 
aſpet. They have purer Mixtures ofElements in their Compoſitions, 
from whence ariſes ſuch a virgin calmneſs, as growing near to Inno- 
cence,makes man love them as akin to God. And Jorbilefs hence it 
is, that Nature intruſts Woman rather than Man with the Conception, 
Nouriſhment, ProduQion, and Education ot all Poſterity , partly 
before,and partly after the birth. And even through all does this fine- 
neſs of temper hold : We find both in Birds and Beaſts the fleſh of 
the Female to our taſte is pleaſanter, more tender, and leſs infipid , 
than that of the Male : They are not naturally of fo rank an Earth. 
Cornelius Agrippa tells us of a ſtrange Experiment to prove this ; Let 
a woman waſhher hands once fair, and after waſh never ſooften, yer 
(hall not the water be ſoiled at all : Burt let a man waſh never fo clean, 
and never ſo often, yet every time ſhall the water receive aſoil, Nay, 
if they be both alike in danger of drowning, the woman,as more rari- 
fied,ſhall ſwim longer above; while the man, as more fzculent and 
droflie, ſhall ſooner fink to the bottom. As ſtrange is that which Pl:- 
” tells us, Thata man being drowned floats with his face upwards, 


bur! 
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bur of women he ſays,— Prone fluitant,quaſt earum pudori parcente Na- 
| /rura,They float with their faces downwards, Nature being careful to 
| preſerve their modeſty.And whereas it is ſaid,7 will make an Help meet 
for man, inſtead of Adjatorium the Chaldee has it Suſtentaculum , as 4 
prop and upholder of the ſtare of man. And this (eſpecially if we re- 
ſpe& the Conception) is true and ſutable : which may be ſome rea- 
ſon, why that firſt bleſſing pronounc'd from God upon man by con- 
union with her, was never yer impeached by the Fall: Bur the 
Marriage » Which was made in Innocence, even after his expulſion ne- 
ver came to queſtion ; And that I#creaſe and multiply (ſhall endure as 
long as the world, *Tis probable the Devils envy of £ve's handſom- 
neſs made him attempt to tempr her firſt. And in the offence we find 
not the breach of the Commandment caſt upon her, bur Adam; and 
in the Curſe, for that ſhe was beguiled and our of ignorance deceived, 
ſhe is curſed bur in her ſelf and Sex : Bur for 4dem, that didir more 
againſt the light of Knowledge, in a wilful tranſgrefſion, we ſee the U- 
niverſe does ſmart, and all the frame of Nature ſuffers in his puniſh- 
ment. But in the freeing of Mankind from this, he is in part behol- 
ding to the woman for it ; the honour is given te her Sex ; the Pro- 
miſe made is, That The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruſe the Serpents 
head. And in performance we fee, that all the fleſh our Saviour had 
was Female, without any contribution at all from Man : aGrace cer- 
tainly ſurmounting all the ſwelling boaſts of Man, and a comfort that 
may be for ever a ſupport to hath That when Man ſtood convi- 
Qed of the guilt and Infamy of the Fall, (according to Nature) God 
afforded the glory of his Redemption to the ſeed of rhe Woman a- 
lone ; to whom Man (without any thing from himſelf ) muſt ever 


believe that *tis from hence, that Nature has inſtructed man to be ci- 
viller and more reſpeCive to that Sex, than we find he is to his own; 
A Woman well qualified, like the Ambaſladorbf a Prince, is held a 
perſon Sacred : Vhat he diſdains from men to bear , from her he 
thinks it an honour to ſuffer ; and though it be to the hazard of him- 
[ſelt in imminent danger, *tis his glory, if he can, to ſerve her. And e- 
ven in wars, that hand which firikes a woman, the noble heart does 
ſcorn as barbarous and ſavage. Sheis not ſo unſociable as not to be 
a friend,but yer (Pte is ſo high as not to be an enemy. Since Circumciſi- 


admiſſion into the Church, and that the Males only were circumci- 
ſed; we may well conceive the great Judge of all did not eſpy fo 
much pollution in her as he did in man. Who, though preferr'd by 
Ariſtotle, and woman made but Animal —_— 2 kind of Chance- 
creature , yet Picty and Mercy he confefles more appropriate unto 
| chem chan man. And queſtionleſs to (ſhew the excellency of that Sex, 
we ſhall find it in the perſon of the blefled Virgin Adfary , exalted by 
| God above all that ever was but only humane, 
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owe a favour ſo received, as he can never pay. And why may we not| 


on was as well a Sacrament of the Purification, as of the Covenant and | 
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The other cauſe which is in Man , is ſure his own inordinate love, 
and can he be blamed for loving, when both God and Nature did 
preſent her to him as the fitteſt and noblcſt obje& of Creation for} 
T him? A Man may love a Friend as a Brother, as an alter Idem , but 
he ſhould love his Wite as his 1dem 1dem : Creation, Nature, Reli- 
| gion, Law and Policy, makes them undividedly one. And fo long as 
we croſs not upon Religion, I doubt not bur our loves may flow. Bur 
alas we ſtay not here, love has neither Bir nor Re ynS. 


Nox & Amor, Vinumque, nihil Moderabile ſuadent, 
Ills Pudore vacat, Liber Amorque Metu, 


Night, Love, and Wine, no Moderation bear, 
Night knows no Shame, and Wine and Love no Fear. 


- Often in our Love to her, our Love to God is {wallowed and poſt- 
polited. For indeed, Man Loves Woman as ht ought to Love God : 
with all his heart, with all his ſoul, and with all his ſtrength. Whether 
ir be from the ſecrer ſweetnefles that gratifie and indulciate all his ſpi- 
rits at once in his Converſation with her ; whether it be from the 
ſenſe of the fruition and poſſeſſion of ſocxcellent, and fo rational a 
Creature without himſelf; or whether it be from the Honour he re- 
ceives from her by her help of propagation, whereby cven his body 
weak and corruptible by lengthned ſucceſſions, draws out toward Im- 
mortality ;or whether ir be from the parity of Natural Union,ſhe being 
formed ar firſt of the rib of Man, wherein the Schools obſerve, there 
was both bone, and fleſh, and bloud, and nerves ; fo that if ſhe be not 
Idem, (he is at leaſt aliquid ipfius, a fomerhing of that very ſame;though 
not- the ſame ir ſelf, And then ſince all Love ftritly examined arilcs 
out of Love to our ſelves, 'tis no wonder that we mult Love her, that 
is thus Conſubſtantiate with us. Had this Man, in the Text, been bur 
Morally geod, or which is more, Religious, he ought to have lov'd his 
Wite, though notequally or above God, yer next him. Bur being pre- 
dominantly Carnal,the prcſent obje& of his Senſes choak't up hisſouls 
apprehenſion of Erernity, rather than loſe a Jong'd for dallyance , he 
would quit even all the Saints, Angels, and thg Heavens above. 
Their argument inclines roo much to lightneſs, that take him for a 
Spaniard, who would leave his Saviour tor a Mayden-head. But for 
ought we know, his Bride might be both young and handſome ; and 
then,how many gallants have we that would liave done as much ? 
Beauty is the wit of Nature put into a Frontiſpicce : *cis the ſpiritual 
| ſoul in Figure, that raviſhes each admiring beholder, The influences 
| of the Stars arein it , which by an Adamartine Law hurl us againſt all 
| our Reſolves ; *ris Natures Prerogative, and is fo purely the gift of 
God alone, as all the Arts and Sciences of the Earth cannot place it 
| any where, but where the hand of Heaven has planted it. Diogenes to 


_—_ Courtezans gave alwaics the Title of Queens, for few he 
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ſaid bur obey'd their commands. And Ariſtotle told one who asked, 
whence it was that all men were Covetous of Converſation with beau- 
tiful perſons, har it was but a blind mans queſtion. 'Tis an Empire 
without a Militia : for needing neither Guards nor Arms, it impoſes 
whatever does pleaſe. Experience can tell us ir has flatted all the 
ſtrengths of the World. Iris Miſtreſs of all that is not God ; and 
when it riſes ro be of Holineſs, it amounts to be inthron'd with him, 
In Woman plac'd alone it has done wonders, and taking the Worlds 
Conquerors by the Cask, has rifled them of all their hard-earn'd 
wreaths and Laurcl. Cadamsoriginal Innocence was not Armour ſuf- 
ficient to reſiſt her Forces. Sampſens Gyant ſtrength by her was chea- 
red into bondage and ſervility. Davids right-hearredneſs became in- 
| flex'd and crooked. And _-— incomparable Solomon , though 

he could precept the erring World againſt all the ſeducing Cratrs 
of Women , yet we ſee he could not ſave himſelf from being intan- 
gled bytheir } noche rods With this Man,the Devil went his old 
politick way, for his plot being to gain the Man, he ſers upon him by 
his Miſtreſs firſt : when an Oihicer is to be corrupted , there is a She- 
ſupreme that has a leading hand. No doubt bur he which bought the 
Farm had a Team, and the other had five yoke of Oxen ; yer could 
not all theſe draw ſo much , as a Wike ; ſhe is a perpetual inchant- 
ment thar hangs upon all the retirements of Man. She is the Privado 
of his ſenſes, that with familiar blandiſhmentrs can ſtroke him into 
more than all the intermitted Rherorick of a Maſculine friend. | 
She is the high Chamberlain of the Court of Man, that with the key 
of Love wherewith he hath intruſted her, has free acceſs ro all his pri- 
vate lodgings: and though his ſoul be as a Labyrinth full of myſtick 
windings , yet a beloved Wife holds the Clew in her hand that can 
guide her to his inmoſt room, and that very firſt warm bloud which 
in his heart is Cloſerred. 

But where is the fault now > Shall Woman be condemn'd for Ex- 
cellency ? Let fore eyes ſooner brand the Sun for brightneſs. Is ir 
not proof enough of Mans weakneſs to be overcome , but when he is 
Captiv'd he mult revile his Conquereſs > What fool will ſay the Ho- 
ney is naught, becauſe the Bear is mad ar the ſmell on'r ? No the fla- 
very is within us. Did not our own boſome nurſe rhe Traytor, our- 
ward objc&s would be a wiſe mans Nothing. 'Tis not the fire , but 
the negle& rhat's-blameable, when ere the Houſe is burn'd. Thoſe 
Creatures that are not ſcaldcd with the like additions, can undiſtem- 
per'd gaze their trimmeſt dreſs. Norcan all their artful lures make 
any beaſt bur Man in love with them. Nay Man himſelf , when !Age 
like froſt has hoar'd his hairs, and all his fires are out , can unſtirr'd 
play with her flames and rayes. Mans own Inclination is his Charm 
that ferters him, *Tis not a Wife or Woman, that can bind us from 
going to Heaven , unleſs we firſt lye down and manacle our ſelves. 
Though 44a», at firſt, for his poor excuſe, ſaid,the Woman gave it 
him 2 yer all conclude, thar anſwer rais'd his Crime, And albeit his 
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loſs without Gods mercy was unbalianceably irrecoverable ; yet we 
after never find he twitted heras Authreſs of his fall. Will-any man 
accuſe the ſtream for wettihg him, when he tell in by fleeping' on the 
bank? From Charcoals blown I know ſparks = apace;/but though 
ſtraw houſes may enkindle by them ; yer upon ſolid ; coverings they 
without danger dyc : or if at moſt they leave a Mote behind: it is but 
dead, and with the next fair wind unblemiſhing blows away. | 
Doubtleſs Marriage is honourable among all, and'cis the Devils 


deſtroyed Benjamin,rather than keep thoſe that were left, 'from Mar- 
un 


Even our Saviour himſelf,though he- would be born of a Virgin ; yer 
he would not have that birth, till honeſted by marriage : though he 


| would nothave a man his Father, yer he would not have a Mother till 


ſhe was a Wite. | | 

'Tis true,in times of Trouble,Marriage incumbers man to the world, 
and as a Proverb it has run along, That marriage peoples the 'Earth , 
but Virginity Heaven, yet withall ir is as true that St, Auguſtine 
ſpeaks, (onjuginm humile melins eft Virginitate Superba , Even a very 
mean Wedlock is better than a ſumptuous Chaſtity, He that is mar- 


a double man, he has two bodys' which one united ſoul does guide : 
and to prove this the moſt perfe& Union of the World; it is uffici- 
ent that the Marryr'd couple only envy not one another ; 'when one 
is ſad, then both are griev'd : andin the joy and the honour of one, 
the other does partake : without a Wite, man is a kind of deſolatc 
thing, he wants the moſt Cordial ſolace of life ; and therefore he 


of the World, was looked upon as a wiltul defertor, not only of the 
Common-wealth, but of Law, Religion, and of Humane Nature; by 
Lycurgus , in Summer driven from all ſports, in Winter naked led a- 
bout and ſcorn'd. Plato made him incapable both of Honour afld pub- 
lick Office, but taxable in a deeper ſenſe. 4ugnſtus, and divers others 
have given Immunitics to marryed perfons, ſo as,no Time, no Nation, 
no Condition of men, but have honoured Marriage by their approba- 
tion. And the time and place of the inſtitution ; the ble{lmg accompa- 
nying it ; the morality, and narural inſtin& of it in man; the ſucceſ- 
ſive perpetuity of it, even from Creations Infancy, where Eve at firſt 
was not fram'd for Virginity, but Marriage, 'became a Wife ar firſt 
ſight, was preſented to Manby God himſclf, and ar her very firſt peep 
intothe World was borna Bride, may be enough to vindicate it from 
all the Circumſtancial ſtains that can be caſt upon ir. 

And therefore tor this Ulxorious Man, to plead he had marryed a 


Wite, ard therefore he could not come, was all one, as it a Drunkard 
ſhould plead, becauſe he had found good Wine, he could not get 
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Doarine only that forbids it, VVe ſee the 1ſraelites after they had} 


riage, they were content to wink ar. Felony, and mince Perjury : Nay| 
;) LI to contrive the Rape and Their ; and only before men to| 
| elude that Oath which (though raſhly) yet they had made to God. |! 


ryed has the advantage of others that are not : for heis hereby made| 


which refuſed to marry when he fitly might, by the wiſe Law-givers} 


* 
S 
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ea ban is Creations perieCtneſs, barren Virginity is bur uncomple- 


Life; Luxury, Avarice and Ambition. St. Ambroſe his myſtick Inter- 


char fixes his Hive, augments the world,benefits the Republick, andby| 


mcant here to ſhew us, how upon any vain prerence, even all meerly 


of the Soul, that giddics a man art laſt into adull ſecurity, and raiſes 
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trom the Tavern , yet ſurcly nonc would blame the wine, but che man, 


ed Man, Marriage is the way to benefit the world for ever, but Vir-| 
ginity ia fueure ruins ir; and aſter the narrow limits of one Age, ex- 
pircs. He that is wiſe, and marries, and leaves a child well educated , 
does make Mankind his debtor,and departs a BenefaQtor tothe world's 
For when he is atom'd into flying duſt, he has prepar'd his Subſtitute 
co adnunilter his part being gone, The married man is like the Zee , 


2 daily diligence, without wronging any, profits all. Bur he which | 
contemns VWedlock, (for the moſt part ) like a waſpe, wanders an ot- 
tence in the world, lives upon ſpoil and rapine, diſturbs peace, ſteals| 
(weets that arc none of his own, and by robbing the Hives of others ,| 
either meets miſcry as his due reward, or at beft (leaving none to per-| 
petuate his memory ) art laſt he dyes, and dyes. 

This was therefore an unjuſt Plea : Bur that our blefled Saviour 


worldly men prefer fond and fleeting Temporals , beyond the laſting 
joyes of Ercrnity. And in this man more eſpecially chan in the reſt ; 
tor ina, more percmptory way he is reſolved rather ro renounce his 
Salvation, than to leave (though burfor a Supper while) tharperpe- 
rual rrifie Woman. 

In the three Refuſers are ſet out to us the vain and falſe trinity of 


Worldlings, The luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of 


pretation of Gentiles, Fews, and Hereticks , I find entertain'd by few. 
By this marricd man,l take to be underftood the Volupruous ; and 
queſtionleſs ris true, that Pleaſure more infatuates than either Honour 
or, Wealth; for in this, man is ſoak'd and charm'd by all his ſenſes at 
ance. Honour and Profit beſtege but ſome principal Quarters of the 
City of Man, bur Pleaſure docs at every part at once aflault, This is 
that @Mercuries Pipe that charmeth all our eys aſleep : *cis the ſwing 


up of every ſenſe an Idol taking place of God : Like a Bath ir ſupples 
and enfecbles all. Whoſoever wholly dedicates himſelf to wes , 
he walks upon the waves as St. Peter did, where if the miracle of a Fe- 
ſw: (ave him nor, he finks into the Sea he treads upon, Ambition and 


 Covetouſneſs may be ſometimes accompanied with eminent vertues. 
Fulivs Ceſar and Veſpaſian had cither of them parts of excellent merit. 
But voluptuous men (beſides the Infxdations of Senſuality) are tiſual- 
ly both proud and covetous alſo. Nero, weſind, dchled moſt in the 
fouleſt mircs of Luxury, and where do we find any ſo clatedly proud, 
or ſo unjuſtly rapacious as was he ? for indeed Covetouſneſs is the 


daughter of Luxury. So for ought we know this man might be hindred 
by both the other vices ; who can tel] bur he muight cake Per rhat his 
wife was not invited as well as he ? and thus perhaps his Pride mighr 

inder him, Or it may be he durlt not leave his Family, leſt he might! 
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in his abſence be cozened ar home by his Servants : and fo his Cove- 
. ([rouſneſs might be the cauſe of his ſtay. Or it ſhe were but fair and in- 
[clining to . be wanton, ſuſpicion of her Chaſtity might ftop his goi 
abroad : Jealouſies and Fears (among Peaſants) are as ancient as this 
Parable: and indeed that which is covered by many, is never kept 
without hazard. Beſides, he thar violently dotes upon one thing;ſeetus 
to tell che world thar he may do fo by another : yea, that in ſome mea- 
ſure he muſt, He thar is ſlaved by his affeion ro a Miſtreſs , muſt be 
proud to fight for her, muſt be prodigal to ſpend for her, muſt be co- 
vetous to ſcrape for her. He is an obje& of much pity chat over-affeas 
any Temporal things whatſoever. For (beyond what is ſpoken alrea- 
dy ) it agonics his mind perpetually, and throws him on a donble 
miſchief. It does fix his truſt on that which cannot but deceive him : 
and it adverſaries him with Juſtice, which muſt puniſh , and would 
(if truſted) never fail ro ſave him. Nay, itflings a kind of fcorn on 
God, and as much as in man lies, diſgraces him below his Creature. 
He is happy that can wean himſelf from the breaſt of the world , that! 
he ſurfeir not with her luſcious , but unwholeſome milk, But if he 
muſt endure among the Pleaſures, the Profics and the Honours there- 
of ; lethim live thereingas the Bee does in her honey, who chough her 
{Hive be never ſo full, yer with ir ſhe never entangles her wings, 
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I. 
True Happineſs. 


I, 


x Ong have | ſought the wiſh of all 


B&yQCs To find : and what it is men call 
- ? True Happineſs; bur cannot fee 
2 The world has it, which it can be. 


” Or with it Hold aſympathy. 


He that enjoyes, has here below 

Frail Elements have to beſtow, 

Shall find moſt ſweet, bare hopes at firſt ; 
Fruition, by fruition 's burſt : 

Sea-water (o allayes =_ thirſt, 


Whos'ever would be hoo then, 

Muſt be ſo to himſelf; For when 

Judges are taken from without, 

To judge what we ( fenc'd cloſe about ) 
Are: they judge nor, but gueſle and doubt. 


4. 
He muſt have reaſon ſtore, to ſpy 
Narures hid wayes, to fatisfie, 
His judgment. So he may be ſafe 
From the vain fret : For fools will chafe 
Art that, which makes a wiſe man laugh. 


5. 
If bovethe mean his mind be pitcher, 
Or with unruly Paſſions ewicht, 
A ſtorm is there : Bur he ſails moſt 
Secure, whoſe Bark in any Coaſt 
Can neither be becalm'd nor colt, 
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6. 
A chearful, bur an upright heart 
Is mulick whereſoc're Toi art : 
And where God pleaſeth ro conter ir, 
Man can no greater good inherit, 
Than is a clear and temperare fpirit, 


Wealth to keep want away, and Fear 
Of it : Not more: ſome Friends, itil! gear, 
And choſen well : nor muſt he miſs 
' A Calling: yer, ſome ſuch as is 
Imployment ; not a Buſineſs. 
8, 
His ſoul muſt bug no private fin, 
For that's a thorne hid by rhe skin. 
But Innocence, where ſhe is nurs'd, 
Plants valiant Peace, So Caro durſt 


Be God-like good, when Rome was worlt, 


9, 
God built he muſt be in his mind 
That is, part God: whoſe faith no wind 
Can ſhake. VVhen boldly he relics 
On one ſo noble z he our flics 
Low chance, and fate of Deſtinies. 
10, 
Life as a middle way, immur'd 
With Joy and Grief, to be indur'd, 
Not ſpurn'd, nor wanton'd hence, he knows, 
In crooked banks, a ſpring ſo flows 
O're ſtone, mud;/ weeds : yer 'Rill cleer goes. 
IT, 
And' as ſprings reſt nor, till they lead 
Meandring high,/as their firſt head: 
So {fouls reſt nor, till man has trod 
Deaths heighr, Then by that period, 
They reſt roo, rais'd as high as God. 


I2, 
Summe all ! he happieſt is, rhat can 
In this worlds Jarr be Honeſt Man. 
For (ince PerfeRion is ſo high, 
Beyond lifes reach, he that would ery 
True happineſs indeed, muſt dye. 
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IL. 
To the Lady D. S. 


M AD AM, 

Would bur praiſe, not flatter : yer 

Whar flatters others, does your praiſe bur fir, 
I would have ſhun'd all Verſe too : bur I knew 
He muſt write meaſure, that would write of You. 
So Geometrical has Nature tram'd 
That, which can now no-otherwiſe be nam'd, 
Bur- as a rule for all : each ſevcral parr 
Is all whole Axiome, to dire an Arr, 
That how, men skiltul, doubr, to which is-due, 
More to thoſe noble Sciences, or You. 

And thus I was created! for who can 
Lie earth'd i'th' dullchoughts of a common man, 
When you ſhall ſhine; and with your ſymerry 
Shew like the ſprings new Genius z while your eye 
Kindles cach noble bloud with ſuch chaſte bre, 
As cauſes Flame, and yer forbids Defire ? 
And when your skye of vein ſhall gently flow, 
Branching through both your Hemiſpheres of ſnow, 
When crimſon Tulips, and the Roſe o'th* buſh, 
Shall draw their tinure from your lip, and bluth ; 
When that mild breatn, which even the calmeſt Veſt 
Fannes from the Pink and Violet, from your breſt 
Shall have irs derivation 3 then you may 
Confeſs your ſelf, our Morning and our Day. 
And theſe might make you glorious : yetl dare 
(Madam) cell you, that theſe bur fading are, |. 
Muſt bed i'th* ſhade, and ceaſe: andrthat I tell 
This, ſhews there's ſomething that doth more excell, 
Remaining in you: elſe the name Decay 
I know would fright a Lady into clay. 
Anff but ro hear, ſhe muſt be old and dye, 
Would make her weep till ſhe had ne're an cye. 
Bur that which makes me daring thus, I find 
Is that pure ſhine of Deity, your Mind, 
So fill'd with ſweetneſs, that whoſoe're ſhall ſee'r, 
Streight thinks of Virgin Nature, at whoſe fcet 
Stand all the Se&s of old Philoſophy, 
Paying their admiration by their eye. 
So you amaze all knowledge, that even they 
Which can bur-name and know you, do adde day 


Unto | 


ww 
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Unto their own Lite here. To prove this, I 
Shall find this honour crown my memory, 
By froxcing but of You, :he world ſhall (ce, 
I am the firſt drew truth to Poetry. 


III. 
| The Sun and Wind. 


ww Hy think'ſt thou (fool) thy Beauties rayes, 
Should flame my colder hearr ; 


When thy diſdain (hall ſeveral wayes, 
Such piercing blaſts impart ? 


Seeſt not thoſe beams that guild the day, 
Though rhey be hot and fierce, 

Yer have not hear nor power to ſtay, 
When winds their ſtrength diſperſe. 


So though thy Sun heats my deſire, 
Yer know thy coy diſdain 

Falls like a ſtorm onthat young fire, 
So blowes me cool again. 


I'V. 


On the Duke of Buckingham ſlain by Felton, 
the 23. Aug. 1628, 


Cope I may ſome fixed Statue be, 
Than prove forgetful of thy death or thee ! 
Canſt thou be gone ſo quickly > Can a knife 
Let our ſo many Titles and a life > 

Now I le mourn thee ! Oh that ſo huge a pile 
Of State ſhould paſh thus info ſmall a while ! 
Let the rude Gezis of the giddy Train, 
Brag in a fury thatthey have ſtabb'd Spain, 
Auſtria, and the skipping French : yea, all 
Thoſe home-bred Papiſts that would (ell our fall : 
Th' Eclipſe of ewo wiſe Princes judgments: more, 
The waſt, whereby our Land was ſtill kept poor, 
Vie pity yet, at leaſt thy fatal end, 
Shot like a Lightning from a violent hand, 
Taking thee hence unſurm'd. Thon art to me 
The great Example of Mortality. 
And when the timesto come ſhall want a Name 
To ſtartle Greatneſs, here is BUCKINGH AM 


» 


Faln 


—— 
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Faln like a Meteor : and 'tis hard to ſay 
Whether ir was that went the ſtranger way, 
Thou or the hand that flew thee: thy Eſtate 
Was high, and he was reſolute above that. 
Yet ſince I hold of none ingag'd to thee, 
Death and that liberry ſhall make me free. 
Thy miſts I knew not: if thou haſt a faulr, 
My charity ſhall leave it in the Vault, 
There for thine own accounting : *Tis undue 
To ſpeak ill of the Dead though ir be rrue. 
And this. even thoſe that envy d thee confeſs, 
Thou hadſt a Mind, a flowing Noblenefs, 
A Fortune, Friends, and ſuch proportion, 
As call for ſorrow, to be thus undone, 

Yer ſhould I ſpeak the Vulgar, I ſhould boaſt 
Thy bold Aſſaffinate, and wiſh almoſt 
He were no Chriſtian, thatI apps ſtand, 
To praiſe th'intentof his miſ-guided hand. 
And fare when all the Patriots in the ſhade 
Shall rank, and their full muſters there be made, 
He ſhall fir next tro Br#tw, and receive 
Such Bayes as Heath'niſh ignotance can give. 
But then the Chriſtian (pouliing that) ſhall ſay, 
Though he did good, he did it the wrong way, 
They oft decline into the worlt of ill, 
That a& the Peoples wiſh without Laws will, 


V. [2 
_ The Appeal. 


 6i--- Cupid ! I'le appeale 

From az all the publick weale 
Of gods: in Parliament, 

They all ſhall know thy mock, 

How thon uhadeſt me love: a rock, 


Make megive'her an heart, 

: That hadnone of her own 2? 
So ſhe. to- pleaſe thy pride, 
By .me muft:be fupply'd, 

And I muſt live wuh none. 
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Nay, when I ſerious was, 
To beg but one poor grace, 
I could not that obtain: 
While he thar leſs did love, 
VWhen he no ſuit did move, 
Did two unasked gain. 


Judge 31l you gods if theſe 
Be not deep injuries : 
Then if you quit this Elf, 
Set me again bur free, 
And all the world ſhall ſee, 
I'le whip the boy my ſelf. 


VI. 
Elegie on Henry Earl of Oxford. 


Hen thou didſt live and ſhine, thy Name was then 
Like a Promethews giving fire to men, 

Now thy brave Soul advanced is and free, 

But to write Oxferd-is an Elegie 

Sad as the grave thou ly'ſt in, whence if we 

Could raiſe thy worth, we better might ſpare thee: 

But That and Thou are loſt, and we have none 

To keep us now, for our Palladinm's gone 3 


| Gone asa Pearl dropr in the Main ; to get 


W hich we may fink, bur nor recover it, | 

Why wert thou gone ſo ſoon > dull Holand why 
Muſt thou find war, and we fend men to dye > 
Bur oh ! thou gain'ſt by't, having none bur ill, 
And ſuch as ſcarce arc good enough to kill 
Thar are thy own, Th'haſt offered him to Fate, 
Whoſe every Limb was worth more than thy State. 
I know the gods are pleas'd with't, but 'ris we 
That feel the loſs, not they, nor. you; nor he, 
Heaven joyes in his acceſs, and he in:that : 

And you thought fo much good might expiate 
Your blackeſt fins: not thinking we ſhould be 
Like low Orbes wanting Primum Mebile, 

But *twas thy gain : as when Perfumes are ſpiP'd, 
The Air is mixt, and with their-odori fill'd : 
So where his breath expir'd, the Earth:and Air 
Are Antidotes*gainſt Cowardice and fear, 

Thus 'twas when Sydney dy'd: and*tisfrombence 
Thy Clime has had ſuch noble ſpitits ſince, 
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Great Vertues have this Grant, they never dye, 
Bur like Time live to kifle Eternity. 

And now men doubt which. Name canciteartear, 
Or make a Souldier firſt, Sidney or Yere. 

Yet in this laſh, rbat dy'd, I'le tcl} thee how 
Thou haſt deceiv'd thy ſelf : Know in him thou 
Haſt (lain a Tntelar god 3, and-to-prove this, 
Think bar the rime when Breda (wallowed is. 
Oh ſince he dy'd with thee, why. were't nor fworn 
To ſave his bloud in ſome mutmorial 'Urne, 

To which men ſhould have comefor Valour, jut 
As lick men to the F p* for health, in truſt 

There to have been ſupply'd.: Bur-fow that he” 
And that is loſt, for thee and thine hear. me ; 

Let not the place be.-known, leſt when men ſec 
His worth, and come to-know.he dy'd for thee, 
They curſe thee lower than thy (taple, Fiſh ; 
Thy own Beer-drinkers, or the-Spantards wiſh. 
Bur if by curious ſearch it mult be known, 
Write by it thus, Here Belgia was wndone, 


Pn 


V 11, 
On a Tewel given at parting 


" T Hen cruel time ehforced me 
Subſcribe to 4 dividing, 
A Heart all Faith and; Loyalty 
I left you frefhly bleeding. 


' Yon in a 9 gave a ſtone, 
Not ealie to be broken 
An Embleme ſure that of your own 
Hearts hardneſs was a token, 


O Fate, what Juſtice is in this,, 
Thar I actheart muſt tender : 

And you ſo cold in courteſics, 
As bur a ſtone to render: 


Either your ſtone turn to.2 heart, 
Thar love may find requiting : 

Or clſe my heart ro ſtone convert, 
That may not feel your lighting. 
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VIL ] 
Upon my Fathers Tomb at Babram in Cambridge-fhire. 


M. P, &.-S, Memoria Poſteriſque Sacrum, 
Ex | 


Suffolciz ortus Comitatu 
- THOMAS FELL'THAM, 
Fir probus, Generoſus, ſciens, 
Ubique colendm. 
Bon, 
Malis, 
Adjuter', Obſtes x 
Amiciſque fidelis, 
. Bene wivens, moriens pie, 
Filios tres, totidemque Natas, 
Superſtites relinquens, 
x1, Mariii, Salutis Anno 1631, 
Sed militie ſue 62, 
Per na:u Filium minorem , 
| _Hic, 
In vitam beatiorem 
Ad Reſurgendum, 
Poſutus, 


I'X. 
The Cauſe. 
{ | not, Clariſſa, 1 love thee 


For thy meer oneſide, though it be 
A Heaven more clear than that men cloudleſs fee. 


Thine Eyes ſo pure and Chryſtalline, 
Once dead are worth no more than mine, 
Nor can do greater wonders with their ſhine. 


No 'tis thy ſoul, we may mix there, 
Like two Perfumes in the ſoft air, 


And as chaſt Incenſe play above the ſphere. 


So (hall we on in progreſs move 
To clearer heights, and by this love 
Grow ill Aſcentive till we centre Fewe. 


There ſhall men gaze our bleft aboad, 
Andiſcarce miſtaking voice't abroad, 


That ewo ſouls purely mingled make a God, 


—— 
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For when two ſouls ſhall:rowre ſo. high, 
Wichout thcir fleſh their rayes ſhall flye,  - 
Like Emanations from a Deity, 


FE 


X, | 
The YVow-breach.-_ 


Hen thy bold eye ſhalt enter here, and ſee 
Nought bur the: Ebon'd night incurtain me, 
Curſe not a womans lightneſs: One!y ſay, 
Here it lies veiled from eternal day. 
This will be charity : bur if thou then: +. 
Call back remembrance with her light'agen, 
Know thou art cruel : Forthoſe rayes to me 
( Like flaſhes wherewithal 'ithe Damned ſee | 
Their plagues) become another Hell: And thou 
Shalr ſmart for this hereafter, as I now, 
For my whole.Sex, when they ſhall find their ſhame 
Told in my Vow-breach by thy fara] name z | 
Their ſpleen thall all in one eye pointed be, 
And then like Lightning darted all on thee, 


— ———_— 
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XL. 
The Sympathy. 


Oul of my ſoul ! it cannor be, 


Thar you ſhould weep, and I from tears be free; 


All the vaſt room berween both Poles, 
Can never dull the ſenſe of ſouls, 
Knit in ſo faſt a knor, 
Oh! canyou grieve, and think that I 
Can fee] noſmart, becauſe not nigh, - 
Or that I know it not ? 


Thar heretick thoughts. Two Lutes ate ſirung; 
And on a Table tun'd alike for ſongs _ 
Strike one, and that which none did touch, 
Shall ſympathizing ſound as much, 
As that which touche you ſee. 
Think then this world (which Heaven inroules) 
"Is bur a Table round, and ſouls | 
More apprehenſive be, 


Know they that in their groſſeſt parts, 
Mix by their hallowed loves intwired hearts, 
b 2 


This 


It 
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This privilege boaſt, rhat no remove 
Can e're infringe their ſenſe of love. 
Judge hence then our eſtate, 
__ Since when we lov'd there was not put 
Two carthen hearts in one breſt, bur 
Two ſouls Co-animarte, 


XII. 
The Reconcilement. 


\Ome now my fair one,Jet me love thee new, 
Since thou art new created. For 'tis true 
When ſonts diſtain'd by looſe and wandring fears, 
Once purge themſelves by penitential rears, 
They gain a ſecond birth, and ſcorn to flye 
Art any mark but Nobleſt purity. 
Then who can tell that e're there was offence, 
Contrition does as much as Innocence. 
Black lines in Tablets once gras; b hey are 
Clear to eacheye, and like their farſt age, fair. 
When Colours are diſcharg'd, and after dy'd 
- —— -Frcfh by the Artiſt, can it then be ſpy'd 
Where the ſoil was > So Convert Magdalen 
ExcelPd more after her Converfion , then 
Before ſhe had offended: flips that be 
*Twixt friends from frailty, are but as you ſee 
Sad abſence to ſtrong lovers 3 when they meet, 
It makes their warm imbraces far more ſweet. 
Come then, and let us like two ſtreams ſwell'd high, 
Meet, and with ſoft andgentle ſiruglings try, 
| How like their curling waves we mingle may, 
Till both be made one floud ; then who can ſay 
Which this way flow'd, whichthat: For there will be 
Still water 3 cloſe nnited Extaſle, 
That when we next ſhall but of motion. dream, 
We both ſhall ſlice one way, both make one ſtream, 


—_ 


XIII. 
A Farewell. 
T7 Wen by ſad fate from hence I ſummon'd am, 
Call it not Abſence, that's roo mild a name, 


Believe it, deareſt Soul, I cannor part, 
| For who can live two Regions from his heart > 


Unleſd 
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Unleſs as ſtars dire our humane ſenſe, 
I live by your more powerful .influence. 
No 3 ſay I am difſolv'd: for as a Cloud 
By the Suns vigour melted is, and -ſtrow'd 
On the Earths face, to be exhal'd again 
To the ſame beams that turn'd it into rain, 
So abſent think me but as ſcatter'd dew, 
Till re-exhaF'd again to Vertre ; You. 


XIV. 
FUNEBRE FENETIANUM, 
On the Lady Venctia Digby, found dead in her bed, 
leaxine her bead on her hand. 


R Aſh Cenſure ſtay : nor he, nor the that's gone 
Muſt be condemn'd : unlefs to Fove alone 
Fate's folded up : So Lightnings ſubr'leſt Rame 
Melts the cas'd ſtecl, to which, which way it came 
No piercing eye can {ce : As well we may 

Trace yonder fiſh which way (he ſwam at Sca, 
Find th'Arrows flight, or by diſſeRion tell 

Fancies thar in that living brain did dwell. 

Yet ſhe is gone 3 gone as the Dove which laſt 
Toſs'd Noah ſent from his 'op'd Ark to taſte 
Freedom at large ; but never to return, 

Till next a of fire the world ſhall burn, 

So prifoned Peter, whom fierce Herod kept, 
ThAngel inlarges, while the dull Guard ſlept. 

So while the body in a funeral flame 

Crumbles to duſt, from.whence at firſt ir cane, 
In a dark odour ſadning brighteſt day, 
Tr'imagin'd ſoul, the Eagle, ſteals away. 

Yet there are thoſe, ſtriving to ſalve their own 
Deep want of skill, have in a fury thrown 
Scandal on her, and ſay ſhe wanted brain, 
Boichers of Nature ! your eternal ſtain 
This judgment is. Can you believe that ſhe 
Whoſe great perfeRion was, that ſhe was ſhe, 
That ſhe who was all Chara, whoſe frail parts 
Could captivate by troups even nobleſt hearts, 
And from wiſe men, with flowing grace conquer 
More than they had, untill they mer with her > , 
Can you believe a Brain, the common rye 
Of cach flar Sex, could ever towre {0 nigh, 

As to ſway her, from whoſe aſpe& did paſs 
Life, death and happineſs ro men > This was 


m_ 
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So far beyond your bare no more than ſenſe, 
That you ne'r thought of thar Intelligence 
Which did move her. Yer you may come to rail 
At the Celeſtial Orbes when theirs ſhall fail, 
*Cauſe they ſhould ſo ſtand ſtill, And this was it 
Which made death mannerly, and ftrive to fir 
Himſelf with reverence to her; that now 
He came not like a Tyrant, on whoſe brow 
| texrourhung 4 butina ſtrain 

Lovely and calm, as inthe F#»elerain. 
That now, who moſt abhor him can but ſay, 
Gently he did imbrace her into clay : . 
And her, as Monument for time to come , 
Left her own ſtatue, perfe ſor her tomb, 
As arouzh Satyr, tam'd with love, eſpies 
Where his dear Nymph {weerly repoſed lies, 
Softly doth ſteal a kifle, then ſhrinks away, 
Leſt he awake his ſouls ſoul : ſo we may 
Think death did here : So the pale amorous Moon 
On Latmos kiſs'd {lceping Endymion 
In Mnſick, wine and flumbers, ſo he try'd, 
Courted and won her : That henceforth the Bride, 
Freſh Yauth, and Queens, ſhallin their braveſttrim, 
The Bridegroom-Sports and Scepters, leave for him. 
This more ſhall follow, no Stagyrian brain 
Shall cver call him terrible again 
Nor yet name Dearth, but when he ſhall come to'r, 
He ſhall but only wink, and that fhall do's. 


"8 


; %. M 
An Epitaph on Robert Lord. Spencer. 


i. Þ TEre much lamented lies four wonders : One 
Old Hoſpitality, in this Age gone, 
A Spencer ! Free, lov'd for his bounteous mind, 
2. He ſpent his means, yet kept it ; Left behind 
A ſtare increas'd with honour. And the third 
3. Was, in him dy'da good man and a Lord, 
4. The laſt, Theſe loſt, = not the world undone ; 


Since all ſtill hope them living in his Son, 


- 
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XVI, 
The Spring in the Rock. 


Arſh Maid ! ſuppoſe not this clear: Sprihg 
Can boyl thus cold/by Natures courte. 

No, 'tis a miracle, a thing | {| ++ wr 

That may «hy hard hearrs melting force, | 
Know this cold Spring thou now doſt ſee 
Was like me once: The Rock like thee, 
This Spring was once a Lover true, "I 

Turn'd all to Ice by coy diſdain ; 
Till pitying gods his woesthat knew, 

Melced him thus to life again, 
But love which alwayes racks the will, 
Reſtleſs rhus makes him bubble till, 


Nor did ſhe fcape the gads1juſt doom, 
She Rock was made andrewuld nor ſtir : 
So he thar living could no room 
Obrain, by death now dwells in her. 
Oh rake. heed-then, repent and know 
They that chang'd her can alter you.: 
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XVIIE* 
The Amazement«-- 


Eo why doſt wonder that thou arr 
A ſtatue turn'd, as if a dart 
Tranſpierc'd thy breft when rhoh doſt her behold > 
When yet before thou ſceſt her face, 
Thou doſt believe with feeling grace, 
Thou canſt theſtoty of thy Love unfold, 
Alas, bold wits that grear appear, 
And can inchanteach Vulgat'car, 
Bluſh when their tale to Pritices mult be told. 


See the Roſes being blown, -- 
Shed their leaves and fall alone, 

As ſhamed by a puree red of hers. 
See the Clouds rhat caſt their ſnow, 
Which melts as foon as 'tis below, 

When but a whiter white of her appears, 
See the Silk-worm how ſhe weaves 
Her ſelf ro death among her leaves, 

As broke with envy of her finer hairs, 


See 
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See the Sun that guides the day, 
Yet every Evening ſteals away, _ _ 

And comes next morning bluſhing at his riſe : 
Nor. is'it for the fad» miſhap,! | : '// 
Thar:he- muſt leave -his Thets lap, 

But that he is out-ſhin'd by her fair eyes. 

If then the Creatures in their pride 

Withdraw themſelves, let wonder ſlide 
Each high Aſpe& the Senſes ſtupifics. 


—_—_—_— 


| XV ITI, | 
An Epitaph on' the Lady Mary Farmor. 


CEN to live;.one husband wed, he gone, - 

, Gravely to ſpend.a Widowhood alone, 

Full ſeventeen tedious years in memory | 

Of thar dear wotthrwhich dy'd when he did dye: 

To make life one long, a& of goodnefls, gain 

More love.thanthe worlds malice e're could tain, 
Then calmly paſs with {ighs of every friend, | 

Were thoſe brave wayes which her ſo much-commend, 
That 'tis no ſtrong Line, bur-a_Truth, to fix, 

Here Its the beſt Example of her Sex. 


T7 
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A NTX, 
On, 6. bopeful Youth. 


Tay Paſſenger, and lend a tear, 
Youth and Vertwe both lie here. 
Reading this know thou haſt ſeen 
Vertue tomb'd at bur Fifteen, 
And i after hou ſhalt ſee 
Any young and good as he, 
Think his vertues are reviving 
For Examples of thy living. 
PraQtiſe thoſe and then thou may'ſt 
Fearleſs dye where now thou ſtay'ſt. 


' 
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'$-- leave this ſaucy way 
Of baiting thoſe that pay 
Dear for the ſight of your declining wit : 
"Tis known iris not fir, 
That a ſale Poer, juſt contempt once thrown, 
Should cry up thus his own, 
I wonder by what Dowre 
Or Patent you had power 
From all torap'ta judgment. Ler't ſuffice, 
Had you been modeſt, y'had been granted wile. 


"Tis known youcan do well, 
And that you do excell | 
As a Tranſlator : But when things require 
| A genias and fire, | 
Not kindled heretofore by others pains ; 
As oft y'have wanted brains 
And artto ſtrike the White, 
As you have levell'd right : 
Yer if men vouch not things Apocryphal, 
You bellow, rave and ſpatter round your gall, 


Fug, Pierce, Peck, Fly, and all 
Your Jeſts ſo nominal, 
Are things ſo far beneath an able Brain, 
. As they do throw a ſtain 
Through all ch'unlikely plot, and do diſpleaſe 
As deep as Pericles, 
Where yet there is not laid 
Before a Chamber-maid 


EO OS — --— —— 


Diſcourſe ſo weigh'd, as might have ſerv'd of old 
For Schools, when they of Love and Valour told. 


Why Ragethen >. when the ſhow 
Should Judgment be:and Know- 
ledge, that __ my rs jag ro drudge, 
or otages yer can Jidge 
Not only Poets looſer lives bur wits, 
And all their Perquiſits, 
-A gift as rich as high 
Is noble Poelie : 
Yet though in ſporr it be for Kings a play, 
'Tis next Mechanick when it works for pay. - - 
| C 


An Anſwer to the Ode of, Come leave the loathed Stage,ec. 


Alcamw | 
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Alceus Lute had none, 
Nor looſe Anarreon 
E're taught ſo bold aſſuming of the Bayes, 
When they deferv'd no praiſe, 
To rail men into approbation 
Is new is yours alone, 
And proſpers not : For know 
Fame 1s as coy as you | 
Can be diſdainful 3 and who daresto prove 
A rape on her, ſhall gather ſcorn, not love. 


Leave then this humour vain, 
And this more humorous ſtrain, 
Where ſelf-conceit and choler of the blood 
Eclipſe what elſe is good : 
Then if you pleaſe thoſe raptures high to touch, 
Whereof you boaſt ſo much 
And but forbear your Crown 
Till the world puts it on : 
No dobt from all you may amazement draw, 
Since braver Theme no Phebus ever ſaw. 


——_— 


XXI. 
To Phryne. 


Hen thou thy youth ſhalt view 
Fum'd out, and hate thy glaſs for telling true, 
When thy face ſhall be ſeen 
Like to an Eaſter Apple gathered green : 
When thy whole body ſhall 
Be one foul wrinkle, lame and ſhrivell'd all, 
So deep that men therein 
May find a grave to bury ſhame and fin: 
When no claſpt youth ſhall be 
Pouring thy bones: into bis lap and thee: 
When thy own wanton fires 
Shall leave to bubble up thy. looſe deſires : 


Then wilt thou aghing "7% 
Repent and ſmart, and fo by twodearhs dye. 
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XXII. 
To Mr. Dover on his Cotſwold Games. 


CC Lmmoge by Fame (brave Dower) I can now 
z_)Tcll whar ic was old Poers meant ro ſhow 

In the feign'd ſtories of their Pegaſes, 

Muſes and Mount, which they have lectt to us. 
Nor need we wonder ſuch a flow of years 
Should roul away, when yer no light appears. 
Since Prophelies and Fates predictions | 
Come to be known, and are fulfill'd at once, 

So Delphes ſpake, and in a myſtick fold 

Hid that, at once which acted was and told. 
What then was typ'd by Pegaſus, butthar 

Proud Troup of fiery C'ourlers, muſter'd ar 
Thy Cotſwold ? where like rapid ſpheres they burld 
Strain for a fſalr, the ſeaſoning of the world. - 
Then the ſagacious Hound, art lofles mute 

Alone , ſhews Natures Logick in purſuit, 

Bur at thy other mccting, he is blind 

That cannot Muſes and their mulick find : 
Shewing that pleaſure would be cold and dye, 
Without converſe and noble harmony. 

The Ladics Muſes are, there may you chuſe 

A Patroneſs, cach Miſtreſs is. a Mule. 

Nor docs Apolls's Harp e're ſound more high, 
Than when 'tis vigour'd from a Ladies cye. 
Now to complete the ſtory, I do ſce 

How future runes will lcarn to ticte thee 

That Touth'd Apollo » So Mount Helicon ; © 
Will Corſwold prove, which ſhallbe fam'd alone, 
And ſacred all umo-thy happy Name, 

Thar long th-l1 dwell in the fair voice of Fame, 
For great thcu mult be: and as firſt, have prize, 


Or clſc, as th'Exis of the old Prophelics. 


| 
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FF Corron dead > Then, we may live to ſce 
Wonder and Truth kiſs in an Elegie : 
Nor ſhall the chafty Vulgar dareto laugh, 
Finding no flattery in an Epitaph. 

C 2 


10: Sir Rowland Cotton, famous for. Letters and other parts. 


All 
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All that here Art could ſpeak would credit have, 
(Unleſs it be that he has found a Grave) 

Not as Lay-Catholicks, which do conclude 

Sins vertuobs, *cauſe Snperiours do obtrude 

Penal belief upon them : Bur as things 

To which Mankind ſad atteſtation brings, 

For in whar deviouscorner draws he breath, 
That hearing ſhrinks not ar brave Cortons death > 
For whoſe dear ſake great Nature feems to grone 
And throb, as if an Element were gone, 

Ar leaſt he was her Index, wherein we 

Her Quadripartice Treaſury might (ee, 

Veiwing in brief her Jems : For ſure he knew 
More Tongues than were at Babels building new : 
And in ſo many Languages couid write , 

That he's learn'd now, that can bur name them righr, 
Thar Rubrick Sea of Learning which' do's drown 
Niles caſh Impoſtors with their puft-up Crown, 
Fled before him checking her waves, and there 

To his ſharp judgment left her bottom bare. 

Theſe ſhew'd his greatneſs, that he did converſe 
Not with ſome Narions, but the Univerſe. 

So in his life from all extraRting Art, 

They all in his ſad loſs muſt bear a part. 

And though thoſe hands, which had ſo aRive been 
To out-do Nations, drew their vigour in, 

"Twas not through want of any noble fire, 

But as great Princes indiſpos'd retire. 

Thus the nor ufing feet of fo rich price, 

Shew'd how he grew a bird of Paradiſe, 

Scorning the flag of man, till he became 

Volant above in a Celeſtial lame ; 

Whoſe loſs we all now mourn, Yet that we might 
Find fair concordance 'twixe his race and flight, 
Having preſented rich and ſtately Scenes, 

He ſcorn'd an Exitby the common means, 

As Meſes pray'd he dy'd, Aaron and Har 

Lifting thoſe hands that wearyed could not ſtir. 
Or'elle, when he had warr'd and conquer'd all, 
That ſubtle Schools abſtruſe and craggy call, 
Triumph'd o're Arts, Vertnes, the world and wit, 
Serength, Natures- weakneſs, and the clogs ih it, 
His own ewo Chaplains (to —_ now grown) 
Scem'd to.condu&@' him to receive his Crown, 
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On 4 Gentlewoman, whoſe Noſe was pitted with 
the Small Pox, 


WY {foul Diſcaſe) in cheek or eye 

Durſt not thy ſmall Impreſſions lye ? 
Or why aſpir'd'ſt thou to rhat place, 
The graceful Promont of her face ? 
Alas! we ſce'the Roſe and Snow 
In one thou could(t not overthrow : 
And where the other did but pleaſe 
To look and ſhine, they kill'd diſcaſe. 
Then as fome ſulphurous ſpirit ſene 
By the torne Airs diſtemperment, 
To a rich Palace z finds within 
Some Sainted Maid or Sh:ba Queen ; 
And, not of power for her offence , 
Rifles the Chimney going hence. 
So thou too feeble to controul 
The Gueſt within, her purer ſoul, 
Haſt our of ſpleen to things of grace, 
Left thy ſunk footſteps in the place. 
Yet fear not Maid, ſince ſo much fair 
Is left, that theſe can thoſe impair. 
Face-ſcars do not dilgrace, bur ſhew 
Valour well freed from a bold foe. 

' Like Facods lameneſs, this ſhall be 
Honour and Palme to Time and Thee. 


——_— 
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XXYV. 
Elegie on Mr. Fra. Leigh, who dyed of the Plague, 
May-day; 1637. 


WW Hat means this ſolemn damp quite through the S7rayd 
To Weſtminfter ? Oh | (ee how (ad they ſtand ! 
Sorrow invadethiall: as when a Prince 

Lov'd, is in pogp of funeral waited hence. 

'The Town is ſadned, and the” Te-xwples mourn, 

As having loſt what nevervcan return. : -- 

The greedy Lawyer, and his proud pert Clark, 
Lers fall his pleading and his pen, to mark 

Whart 'ris amaz%&s the litigious Hall. | 
When lo ! the faral murmur reaches all; 

And through!dw-(hutfling chrong the news is ſpred 
In a faint whiſper, HopefabZerigh is dead! 


—_—— 


Dead 
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Dead of the Plague ! dead in hisearly Youth ! 
Leaving quite widowed Handſomneſs and Truth, 
His ſhape was womans envy, and her flatn ; 

His mind all ſweet, his Converſation gain 

To all, to whom he did the honour grant _ 
Teenjoy thoſe parts, which Nobles boaſt, yet want. 
If he had crrors, they were ſuch as ne'r 

Could grow to faulrs, but the next riper year 
Would clean have chac'd away. For as from fire 
Ar the firſt kindling ſome {moak will aſpire z 

So youth muſt be allow'd his vapours, which 
Maturity and time will curn to rich 

And brightning flames, whereby the world may prove, 
Though Man derive from Earth, he mounts to Fove. 
Scorning his ſoul ſhould any other food 

Purſue, bur that which is ſupremely good. 

Thus he aſſur'd. yer theſe in him with grief 

We find cut off by fate withour relict. 

Nor was this all : the Plague which humbly fed, 
And only th'unfann'd Vulgar harraſled ; 

Perhaps in pity, for to them a Grave 

Is far more bleſt than that poor life they have z 
Now is exalted grown, and ſhews more grim, 
Boding a ſtroke at Gentry thorough him : 

And though already thouſands be extinR, 

Yet they ſhall be recorded but as linkt 

In one dull maſs together : In whoſe fall 

There ſhall no Plague be nam'd : but they that ſhall 
Mention this time, their Annal thus ſhall run, 

This year the firſt of May the Plague begun, 
 Andfor his ſake all our Succeſſors ſhall 

This day the ſecond evil May-day call, 
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Uh O, cruel Maid, reſtore again 

JF Thy ſnow and rubicd lip, 

Thy otbed Suns, thy skye of Vein, 
Thy bluſh and jewell'd Tip, 

I dare be ſworn no Power Divine 

E're meant them for that heart of thine, 


I know, when th'Influence of the Pole 
Franrd'thy cold heart of Ice, 

Thou ſtol'ſt theſe from ſome kinder ſoul, 
To blind the peoples eyes : 


_ 
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It could not be cle thou ſhouldſt thus 
Slight one whole love's Idolatrous. 


The Chryſtal Heaven that ſpheres abour, 
Though it be fair to ſee ; 

Unleſs ic ſends his moiſt Pearls out, 
The world would ruin'd be : 

So beauty mixt with coy diſdain, 

Is but Heaven mark'd with murthers ſtain. 


What though thou maiſt with thine eyes-wink 
Check the preſuming Sun 

They are but Tyrants that can think 
T'have all that may be done. 

Gods, Kings and Miſtreſſes, ſhould they 

Do all they might, this All would all decay. 
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Ommend a Womans mercy ? *Tis to ſay 
Tygers are kind, to miſ-call night for day. 
To ſay there's vertue in a Witches will, 
Is truer far : their mercy's but to kill : 
Nay, if they did that ſoon enough, I'de {wear 
They creatures all compadt of pity wete. 
But they delight in lingring cruely, 
To fee men fry in flames, and piece-meal dye. 

Oh they are things; that Nature (vext with men) 
Ordain'd for vengeance ! and to plague them, then 
When ſhe her ſelf bluſbe at thoſe cruel things 
She meant in them to pradtiſe. Like thoſe Kings 
That ſmiling to carouſe in bloud, appoint 
Inferior Executioners, to diſ-joyne 
Men doom'd for murther z while themſelves relent 
To be bur ſecrs ofthe puniſhmene. | 
So Nature turaing Tyrant , woman made 
Mens ſpirics ſcourge z inſtrudting her to trade 
In racking of their ſouls, to flame cheir heares, 
And rg diſſe them-jn a thouſand parts. 

Their looks indeed ſpeak pity;-but they arc 
Like, Fowlers ſhraps, pleaſing but to inſnare z 


That men being, thrall'd once in their cuſtody, 
They may delight x0 ſee how ſad they dye. _ , - 
Caſt = ſclf proſtrate ax their-anercy gare, 
There 


ue for pity : Ah, *ris to throw thy fate = 


And| 
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And liberty to Pirats : 'ris to give 

Life unto thoſe that will nor let thee live, 
*Tis ro commit the bleſſings to the wave 

Of rugged Seas, in hope that That will ſave. 
Oh! have but ſo much Faith as to believe, 
They are the moſt obdurate things thar live ! 

Tell them what plagues, what tortures and what wo, 
What hell exceeding pains you undergo 
For them ;, itis all one as if you rold 
Araleto Flint, Images, or Marble cold, 

Their ſongs, their ſmiles, their glancings, ſeemings glad, 
Are all but deaths in ſeveral Liveries clad. 

If e're they ſeem to pity, 'tis to know 

Your ſouls cloſe ſecrets, then to laugh at you, 

Or elſe like Butchers, let their favours fall 

To far' you for-their ſlaughter and the Stall. 

Or like the -Flemmine, that the Turk diſpatches, 

Fills him with Cates, to fling him over hatches, 

Live among women ! ah, thou more ſafely may'ſt 
Sleep in a bed with Snakes, with Scorpions jeſt : 
They ſting the body, and it dyes ; but theſe 
Infeſt the ſoul with ſuch a ſad diſcaſe, 
Whoſe'plague lives everlaſtingly, and gives 
Nor reſt, nor intermiffion, while thou liv'ſt. 

Their eyes falfe glaſſes are z that while the ſoul 
Wings her fair courſe up to the ſtarry Pole, 

They {like a Lark with daring) pull it down, 

And then for ever'thrall ir to their frown, 

Their tongues are SyFexs notes, which ſtill do train 

Th hearers to death; which before they find, they gain, 
Their faces are th'exttaRted beauties of 

The world in one, which Nature madein ſcoff 

Of all elſe Excellencies : but therein 

She hid more treaſon than the world had fin. 

For well ſhe knew thoſe ills that would betide them, 
Would ſhew too foul; without a Veil wo hide them, 
So that man might be lur'd, and not deſcry 

In Angels ſhape, ſhe clad black mifery. 

Envious Nature ! ſincethou needs wouldſt make 
Torturs for man, thou mighr'ſt have given a ſhape 
That ſhould have ſhew'd it like anenemy : fo 
Before he felr, be might have ſeen his wo : 

And not have trod'pits ſtrew'd with forged green, 
Whereby as 'men take beaſts, ſorhey take tum, 
Before ſhe was' created: this world was 

Still as the Caſpian Sea; quiet, a glaſs 
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Of firm contentment 3 wherein man might be 
Frolick ſome years, and not curſe Deſtiny, 

But being made, the firſt a& ſhe did try 

Seduc'd Mankind, inletted policy, 
Taught him a way (which then he did not know) 
To carry murther in a ſmiling brow, 
Hence Fiſhers learn'd to angle, Huntſmen here 
To pitch their Toyls, hence Fowlers to inſnare 
With cozening lures, hence Lawyers to egg on, 
And undo Clients with-perſwaſion. 

Flatterers to kill - hence, Tradeſmen to deceive, 
Phyſicians hence togild the Pils they give. 
That now the world ſeems but one ſhop to be 
Of Stratagems, of Fraud and Roguery. 

She's miſchicfs pawder-plor ! that at one blow 

Gave Man and all the world an Overthrow. 

So primitively ill, chat ſhe ne'r cou'd 

Yet tell the ſenſe of honeſty or good. 

And therefore at the firſt was forc'd to creep 
Into the world while man was dead aſleep: 
Then in her young Creation wrought ſuch ſmart, 
As tore the Rib out that lay next his heart : 

For had he wak'd, and had bur half his ſenſe, 
He ſooner would have cop'd with Peſtilence, 
Then joyn'd with her :” who ſo of jay berefr him, 
That ere night came, ſhe for the Devil left him. 
And if ir had not been to damn him too, 

Sh'had ne'r return'd, ſhe lik'd his company ſo, 
The Serpent ſure that rempted her could be 

But a meer Type of one more ſubtile, ſhe 

Or elſe her own ill diſpoſition 

The Serpent was, by which ſh'was ſet upon. 
Haſt thou a friend thou wiſheſt free from ſcorn, 
From Hell within him? wiſh when he was born 
A ſea-dcep grave his mother did interre, 

And that the world of women dy'd with her, 
So if he never knew what woman was, 

He may in mirth and quiet his time paſs. 

Bur he that after a worlds joy doth come 

But to ſpell Woman, is undone } undone ! 

Her name is Exorciſme, and the moſt fair 
Inchantreſſes the worſt of witches arc. 

Elſe how could they infatuare the ſouls 

Of wiſeſt men, and ſooneſt ſuch > when fools, 
Not having noble room enough to hold 


| Unbounded Love, are free by being cold, 
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Oh you Celeſtial Powers ! why did you lend 
Accurſed man a ſoul, to be impenn'd 
In womens breaſts ; who uſe it with deſpite, 
When damning of their own can but requite ? 
Yet thatthey may appear in ſome good ſtrain, 
In pities name they 'l wrap up their diſdain, 
So murther you with tears and kindneſs z when 
They only weep that you are not the Man. 
And will you call this pity, when it is 
Spirit of torture, ſoul of miſeries ? 
Who's plagu'd thus, boldly may dare Natrre to 
Find ſuch another plague, man ſo rundo, 
For they that love, and do not meet with it, 
Are gnawn with burning Furics which do fit 
Whipping their anguiſht ſouls in them, while they 
Are mad to dye, and cannot find the way. 

Pafhon and Fury pulls that from my pen 
I never thought of : For they are to men 
(When they are loving) things ſo precious, 
That man our of their fight is ruinous. 
Whatever Jarge Philoſophy could find 
Of Vertue, had 14es from their mind, ” 
Whatever Jems, Stars, Flowers or Metals ſhow 
Of Beauty, does advanc't in Women flow. 
A Temple for the Deity ſo fit, 
As Gods great Son left Heaven to dwell in it. 
From whence (when man was forfeit tro the Law) 
He choſe life and immortal fleſh to draw, 
Nor can the world, with all that is below, 
A ſecond ſhape fo brave as Woman ſhow. 
And I have heard, when Heaven and Nature did 
Study what bleſſings to pour on mans head, 
It was agreed (his ruines to repair) 
He ſhould enjoy a Woman goad, kind, fair. 
So if they tax thee for thy pens amiſs, 

' Tell'em thou mean'ſt they ſhould read only this, 

Though all bur ſhe, that this converted hath, 
Are ten degrees below a Poets wrath. 


XXVIIIT., 
To the Painter taking the Pifture of the Lady 
Penelope Counteſs of Peterburgh, 


Orbear ! This face, if taken true, 
Ruines thine Are: For when men view 
So new a model of a Face, 
So chaſte, ſo ſweet, 'twill quite diſgrace 
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All chy old Rules : buvittby will 
Preſume to limb .new laws for kill, 
Upon thy Pallat (fram'd by Art 
O'th' ſplinter of ſome conquer'd heart) 
Temper the Elements, be {ure 

They be all four moſt calar and pure : 
From theſe perhaps thou may'ſt deſcry 
Her ev'n complexions harmony, 

For eicher Chcek, when you begin, 
Draw me a ſmiling Cherubin, 

For lips thou may'ſt the Geming track 
Of ſome high Holy-day Zediack - 
For Brow and eyes thou. ſhale diſplay 
The Ev'n and Morn, Creations day-: 
It muſt be ſuch a dawn and ſhade 

As that day caſt, wherein was made 
The Sun before maps danming Fall 
Threw a fogg'd guilt upon this All, 
Over this Figute:.raiſe me high 
Figures for ſtars, i'th* convex:d skye ; 
Burt give nocolour, they, will rife 
Bright from her efficacious eyes. 
Latt, draw thy ſelf and Pencil thrown 
Beneath ber feer: For 'rwillbe known 
She's miſtreſs of far braver Arts, 


| Thow Faces:tak'it, but ſhe rakes Hearts. 
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Am confirm'd in my belief, 
No Woman, hath a ſoul : 
They but delude, that is the chief 
To which their Fancics.ronl. ' 
MI noN02 Dis \ 
Elſe how could btight:abureles fail, 
When ſhe her fazth had-givens. 


Since Vows that-athersears afſa}l;- .... 


Recorded are:ih heaven: v!:: 
But as the Alch'miſts flattering; fices- 


Swell up his hopes of priſe 7!» 
Till ehe ctackt Spiritquite:expires, 
And with his Forrunce- dies, 1" 
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So though they ſeem to cheer, and ſpeak 
Thoſe things we molt implore , 

They do bur flame us up to break, 
Then never mind us more, 


XXX. 
To this writren by a Gentlewoman , 
the Anſwer underneath was given, 


Elieve not him whom Love hath left ſo wiſe, 
As to have power his own tale to tell ; 
For Childrens gricts do yield the loudeſt cryes, 
And cold defires may be expreſſed well. 
In well rold Love moſt often falſhood lyes, 
Bur pity him chat only ſighs and Dyes. 


His Anſwer. 


Yet truſt him thar a ſad rale tells, 
Wirh ſighs andrears in's eyes: 
For Love with torture often dwells, 
And can make Ideors wile : 
Racks make the ſtrongeſt roar, Love ſticks no dart 
But tips the rongue as well as wounds the hearr, 


Who loves, and dyes, and makes no ſhow, 
Hath heart and paſhon weak ; 
© Since paſſions that are deep, we know, 
Can make the dumb to ſpeak. 
Then never piry him whom death. can cure, 
But pity him that lives and muſt endure. 


XXX1I. 
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7 and Vexw ! who'are theſe? 
+ A Boy and common Tit, 
Two lyes thar Poers tnade 'in caſe, 

Or in ſome drunken fir, | ++ 
Away, away, for I can prove'* 
That Yalcan only isthe godiof Love, 


He throws his fire in our veins, --- 
The Baſtards ſhafts he headeth z' © 
Mars and Loves Mother _ in chains, '!- 
He as his Priſoner 'leadeth, - ' 
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And now I know the light chat flyes, 
Is his bright Flame calm'd by Clariſa's eyes. | 


His locks and bolrs can keep us out, 
And to our blifſe convey us ; 
| He can ſecure us round abour, 
And then he can betray us. 
He keeps me from my happineſs, and he 
Does prove great Capid when he lends his key. 


XXXI1I 


This enſuing Copy the late Printer hath been pleaſed to 
honour, by miſtaking it among thoſe of the moſt ingenious 
and too early left, Sir John Suckling. 


Hen, Deareſt, I but think on thee, 
Me thinks all chings that lovely be 
Are preſent, and my ſoul delighted: 
For beauties chat from worth ariſe, 
Are like the grace 'of Deities, 
Still preſent with us, though unſighted. . 


Thus while I fir and figh the'day, 
With all his ſpreading lights away, 
Till nights black wings do overtake me : 
Thinking on thee; thy beaurics then , 
As ſudden lights:do ſleeping.:men, 
So they by their bright rayes awake me, 


Thus abſence dyes, and dying proves 

No abſence can conſiſt withr Loves, 
That do panrake of fair perfection : 

Since in the darkeſt night rhey may 

By their quick motion find a way 
To ſee each other by refleQion, 


The waving Sezcart with ſuch' flood, 
Bath ſome high Palace that hath ſtood 
__ Far from the Main up in the River : 
Oh think not then but love can do 
As much, for that's an Ocean too, 
Thar flowsnot everyday, but ever. 
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N Ow ( as I live ) I love thee much, 
l And fain would love thee more, 
Did 1 bur know thy temper ſuch, 

As could give ore. 


But to ingage thy Virgin-heart, 
Then leave it in diſtreſs, 
Were to betray thy brave deſert, 
And make it les. 


Were all the Eaſtern Treaſures mine, 
I'de pour them ar thy feet: 
Bur ro invite a Prince to dine 
Withrair, *s not meet. 


No, let me rather-pine alone, 
Their if my fate [prove coy, 

I can difpence with grief my own, 
While 'thou haſt joy, 


But if through my! too niggard Fate 
Thou (ſhouldft unhappy: prove, 
I ſhould grow-mad and deſperate 
{ Throvglygrict and love. 


Since then though-more I cannot love 
Without thy. injury z 
As Saints that to-an Altar move, 
My thoughts ſhall be. 


And think not that.the flame is leſs, 
For 'tis upon this ſcore, 
Were't not a love beyond exceſs, 
It might beimore, | 
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Upon ''a rare Voice.” 
WW a I but hear her ſing, I fare 


Like one that raiſed, holds his ear 
To ſome bright ſtar in the ſupremeſt Round z 


m—_D>. — 
tt. 


Through | 


þ. m_—_—_—_——_G cd. 


LUSORIA, 


31 


Through which, beſides the lighe that's ſeen, 
There may be heard, from Heaven within, 
The Reſts of Anthems, that the Angels ſound. 


XXXV., 
Conſiderations of one defign'd for a Nunnery. 


'Ts 10 be thought upon, 

vw Hether i'th'bud and prime of blooming Youth 
(When each {mall fy>re of the Soul thoots forth, 

Warm'd by that Vernal Sun, which then invites it) 

I ſhall my ſclf, and future life give up, 

Immur'd, a facrifice to Avarice 

And Opinion : For if it be not ſuch, 

W har can my being thus a cold Recluſe 

Be to th'advantage of my Parents ſouls ? 

My Charity ſhall be my own, not theirs z 

Nor can my Vigils or abſtemious froſt , 

Or cool or cxpiate, the ſmalleſt fume, 

Of cheir inremperate heat; butit will on, | 

Not minding me, or ray pale Oriſons. 

Nay, had they mued up thus themfelves, I had 

No being had at all, ro argue this, 

Why then being come into the world by Providence, 

May not I rake that turn the gods have given me, 

Without: (as ſoon as entred, like a thing 

ImpcrteQ made ) to be turn'd our again, 

As quite unworthy thoſe great bounteous favors, 

Heaven and free Nature had deſign'd we to ? 


0h but the benefits, 
To avoid the rhraldom of imperious Love, 
The hazards of contempt, and calumny, 
The hears and Hedticks both of Fear, and Love, 
The qualms, and throws of Marryed life, the frets 
And cumbers, humming 'bout the Heards of families: 
To ride fecure out of the reach of Fortune, 
O're- looking all thoſe rotling tides of Fate, 
Which worldlings ftill arc hurryed withs and then 
To be wrapt tip m Innocence, a Privado 
Dear, and familiar to the Deity, 
Is ſurely & condition to be catcher ar, | 
With all th'expanſtons both of mind, and body] 
Bur then again to weigh rhe Cancelling 
Of what I'm born to, tugging all my life 
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Againſt the Tyde ; ſtill ftreining up the hill : 
The Plains and pleaſant Vallics cvcr hidden, 
Whar is it leſs then the bold undertaking 

Of a perpetual war with Nature > which how well 
I can come off with, is ro me unknown, 

Though, being in, I muſt go on, whatever 

Stops I mcet: Vows lock us up for ever, 
Without their leaving of a key to looſe us, 

Muſt I not then, in ſpight of all Relutance, 
Wade on, however the deep Current drives me > 
But docs not Nature in her gencral courſe, 

Deſign all Creatures to their fixed end? 

Did . wiſe God of Nature give me Scx 

Only to caſt it off > were all our flames 

Rais'd, to be kept but in perpetual ſmother > 
Muſt we have fire ſtill glowing under us, 

Only that we with conltant Lading may 

Keep our ſclves cool, and check our boyling fervor ? 
Our Paſſions, our AﬀeRtions and Deſires, 

We are injoyn'd to regulate, not depoſite quite, 
Why were their Objects lent us, {ct before 

Our open eyes, and we forbid to view them 

Our joyes, our hopes, the feathers of the ſoul, 
Were never means us to become our torment. 

I cannot think ſo meanly of the Deity, 

Thar ir ſhould fill our ſails with pregnant gales, 
And yet forbid ustouch thoſe plealing Coaſts, 
Thar thereby we are driven to. Vile diſguiſe 

Is Impotency's child, and noble Nature ſcorns, 
(Looking ſtreight on) but once to glance aſide 
In all the Elements, VVhat one creature is there 
That is not a&ed by the flames of Love ? 

The Mole, that wears no window for the Sun, 
Finds yet a light that leads to genial Love, 

Thoſe birds, that yearly ſleep a Winters death, 
Each ſpring to mighty Love reſuſcitate, 

The fiſh that freezeth under floors of Ice, 

In his ſer ſeaſon thaws and Kippers love. 

Who taught cold worms from their dark holes to meet, 
And in an-amorous cloſe to glue themſelves. 

Till Natures work be done > If Love be fire, 

As *tis the blaze of life, it then muſt have 

Fuel to feed on. All ſpiritual is 

Tco fine for fleſh to live byz and too grofle 

Is food aarporeal all : As man is mixt, 

So his Re bions obje& muſt. Love temper'd right 
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Is chakte as cold Virginity. And lince 
He merits more, thar means unbound to pay, 
Than he that is ty'd up to {tri Conditions : 
I'le rather chuſe to keep my ſelf in that 
Eſtate my wiſe Creator did appoint me, 
Then to miſtruſt his Grace, and wut of fear 
Lock up in forced chains my free-born Soul. 


XXXVL 


In Gulielm: Laud , Archiepiſcopi Cantuarienſis, 
Decollationem , Jan. 10, 1643. 


Stupeſce Viator ! & Miranda Fati lege, 
Ex plebeia ftirpe, quem ad ſummum provexit Caſar 
Conſervare nequit. 
Subditorum uſurpata Poteſtas, 
Tuſta Regum, major nunt irrepta eſt. 
Inſons attem, ergo & Intrepidus cecidit. 
Ac poſtquam 5cotorum Illecebra, diu faittw, 
| Sine Lege, 
Legis Libamen exctdertt 
Ordinatione inopinats & tempor aria, 
Vita ( nunquanm redimenda ) 
In perpetuum dempta eſt. 
Magna Auſws improſpere, 
Parabat Odium. 
.Aued noxinim, dum incapitalem pronunciat, 
Precanium tamen Capite truncatum wolutt : 
Ft per quadriennium, cum cauſa egrt inveſtigata, 
Rables Civinm, Livor t, 
Comitiorum arbitraria libids ( ſuffalta gladio ) 
Tandem propalarunt. 
Tants mundanorum emnium ſpheriſfteria, 
| Ut dum Antiſtes patitar, 
- Antiftes & ſupplicit extat. 
Lnocum Majeftas Principum, Procerum Tutela, 
Ecclefe Pa:rimonium, 
- Libertas Subjetttr, 
Et Britannici orbis immunitas, 
Simul pro tempore Tumulantar. 
Abi Viator, Luge, ut mortem conculcares, 
'; PV wvito bene, i3 
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XXXVII. 


On Thomas Lord Coventry , Lord Keeper 
of the Great Seal of England , who dyed 


Decemb. 1640, 


E need nor ſearch for penitent ſinners tears, 
For Blacks —the widow or wrong'd Orphan wears, 

For ſighs from Kings depoſed, or for grief 
From ſhipwreckt Merchants, baniſh all relief. 
Nor need we here Laments t'embalm this Herfe, 
Thar flattering Poers ſtrain from bleeding Verſe. 
Here petty ſtreams not only Currents pay, 
But all the Ocean flouds each dryeſt way. 
'Tisnot an Angle, Province, that or this 
That weeps : The general Kingdom Mourner is. 
Nor ist a Plank or prop thar's loſt by Fate, 
But 'ris a Capital Column of the State. 
Which here ſo ſummons grief, that all men good 
Approach, and bring fad Tribute to the floud : 
That now this Iſle not only ſeems to be 

, Inviron'd round with waves, but waves to be. 
Our Londoz is turn'd Yenice, and our gay 
Pallaces peer, as plac'd in a ſalt Bay. 
Where Tydes of ſorrow make us think we meer 
Not men on Land, but Rowers in the ſtreet. 
And when we hence a ſtage or two ſhall paſs, 
Ve ſhall ſee clearer what-our laſt Scene was. 

Who is't hereafter that ſhall dare to draw 

A Line to part Prerogative and Law > 
And ſhew from each = Man may, by fair Acquiſt, 
Be both a Patriot and a Royaliſt, 
Vho can diſpatch ſo much ſo well, ſo free 
From Fear, from Favour, ſtain or Bribery ? 
Who (hall diſcover now thofe flouriſhe (leights, 
The Lawyers offer for pretended rights? ; 
When all their Pleadings, Oratory, | ny 
Is but the Judge to judge amiſs, to draw. 
Who ſhall at firſt relation hear, and ſpy 
The knot ? and thar not cut bur well untye > 
Who ſhall like Y:rgo inthe Zodiack (fir) 
Between bold Leo and juſt Libre (ir, 
Stern Juſtice to pronounce > which they that loſe 
Muſt praiſe, becauſe they have not power tochuſe, 
Unleſs they forfeit Conſcience firſt : and then 
"Tis not in gods to give'contenit to men, 


— 


mu PE WIE 


: OT 


—_—_— 


Cr IR 


LUSORIA 


- Burt in ſome p 


W ho ſhall ſpring up his heir of Brain? ſo keen, 
So ſolid and fo ſtrong, as had he been 

The living Volume of the Law, he cou'd 

Not have done more, or more diffuſive good, 

Th unfriended's Patron, the oppreſſed's ſhield 3 
The Fort of Truth; untaught by charms to yield: 
That knew his right of Place, and durſt *gainſt all 
Maintain'tz whilſt none durſt it in queſtion call. 
The Subje&s Anchor z yet irf's juſt intent 
His Royal Princes nobleſt inſtrument, - 

Strong proof 'gainſt all corruption; and *gainſt all 
Malice could vent from her invenom'd Gall 

He was triumphant ſtill: nort'the leaſt ſtain 

Bur did glide off, as from oyl'd Satten rain. 

Advanc'd on Judgments Throne, he did not riſe 

T'ore- look himſelf, or others to deſpiſe. 

For well he knew, ev'n Kings are not exempt, 

Put if they ſow Diſdain, they reap Contempt. 

His were not Courts alone, burt'Readings; there 

The Bar was throng'd rather to'learn than hear: 

Nor were men check'd or jeſted from their right, 
Council he did bur reQifte, not bite. 

Not empty, ſwell'd with State as if his word 

Could leſs with:reaſon awe, than with My Lord, 

No payments with'Court-frowns; or ſuch ſowre looks 
As could blot debrs from ſome poor Tradeſmens books, 
No itch, nor yetcontermpt of Fame ; which flyes 

Yet moſt to thoſe:who merit more, than prize. 

Not cholerick out of greatneſs: Such i'th* skye 

Of Honour, drawn-up by the- Suns heat high, 


- Haog br'g and ſparkle, threat ſome dire event 


o fright the world with z buttheir ſlime once ſpent, 
They then, not in vaſt Seas or Royal Thames, 
dle quench their Bearded Flames. 
-* In midſt of Tempeſts calm ! He had command 
In paſſions ſtrain'd' Career to make a ſtand, 
So Armies bravely diſciplin'd, exale 
In winged Marches, and then make an Alt. 
Not hurryed into rage by weakneſs; Wir 
And Judement never with wild Fury fit. * 
The Sun in's temperate Zone does gently turn 
The Spring: In Torrid, 'does not warm bur burn. 
True wiſdoms God is never found in noiſe z 
But that God was found inthe cool ſoft voice, 

A Life in all ſo blemiſhleſs, that we 
Enoch's\return may ſooner hope, than he 

(3 | 

Should |} 


ee. A 


———— "_ "S 


35. 


L1$0 RIM. 
Should be outſhin'd-by any. More's learned wit, 
Nor Bacor's miracl'd;Fancy e're can fit 
Loftier in Fames high Tower, than what we ſeg; 
Flows from his laſing Names integrity. 

Nox is this Fancy, catcht report, or guels, 
For all have ſeen what all theſe lines profeſs, ' 
So though rhe Poet be lefr out, yet 1 .; 
From Truth and Him may reach-Erernity, +; 
Theſe ſhadows were-z he that would do him right, 

Muſt Hiſtory, and nota Poem write, 
He muſt diaw Cato; Solon, Cicers;; 
Even all'the Sages, and our own-Laws too, 
For in that: Hiſtory he mult deviſe: 
To paint ont all Philofophy calls wiſe. 
He muſt deſcribe the gods 0lywpws; where 
Honours beſt Exerxcifes acted were. 
W hoſe Baſe was firm and fruitful; but we find - 
His calm top dwelt above or Clouds or Wind. 
He mv limb ſpiricsnever tir'd ; ſuch parts 
As had:of equal rule all the beſt Art: 
He muſt two wonders tell ; in him (both ecas'd ), 
The Prince and People Gfrcen years well pleas'd. 
The other y All his wayes ſo ballanc'd were, 
As no baſe wit in Libel durſt appear. \ 

| Then he muſt dye,ro-make the world confeſs . 
A wiſe man only isthen one God leſs. 
Laſt let there be a generous Odor fann'd 
By ſofr:perfumed windsthrough all the Land : 
Then like rich eflence in-rhe Jocks of Fame 
If 'r ſtick and laſt — that's his Name. 
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Upon Jhol dh the Feaſt of the Nativity f our 
eſſed Saviour, Anno 1643. 


CH Bloud and Ruine find a day 
[To feaſt and play ? 

Shall we.go on in rage, and (hull. 

Rejoyce,when Brothers Brothers Kill ? 

Shall we each. year the growing State 

Of our great Senate: celebrate ? 

Shall angual Rights.and heightned-mirth 

Frolick each petry - Ptinces Birth ? 

And ſhall the-Lord of Life's bleſt day 
Be thrown away? 
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. Dear Day } thy memory to. me 
| Shall precious:be, 

Since God at firſt his tamp. did ſer, 
And man till now cominutd i, 
I'le ſhew my joy and thanks : Suppoſe 
That very day-no Mortal knows , | 
Yet (ince juſt power does one command, 
That one to me as well (ſhall Rand, | 

As leaving Zgypts whiehin one, 

; Yet was not done, 


a + 


No day ſince the Creation yet 
Was gftac'dlike it: 
Crouded with miracles it came 
Into the world: the Heavens proclaim 
By new created light, the Thing | 
While th'Hoſts of God deſcend'and fing,' ' * 
The joy to Shepherds th' Angel brings, 
And a bright Star does ſunnmon Kings. 
To all mankind glad tydings-flyes, 
To th'weak and wile, 


' And where the Prince does not forbid, 

'\ The SubjeR's ry'd -- 
Tobey him in his Vice- Roy:.:S0 
Where God my Father ſayes not No, 
There my bleſt Mother, his chalte Spouſe; : 
The Church, as Miſtreſs, rules the Houſe. - : 
No Steward of'a private Farme' '- T 
Shall there my juſt Obodience charme, - 

Fews may reje& the day, but I 
Will Chriſtian dye. 


T , 
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On AM, Mynſhull. | 


F , b T 
Itake nor this) *tis not his Monument 3 

M That worth is poor can in a Tomb be penr, 
Imagite Man unfaln !' conſtant to Truth: 
Thereby you may colle& what was his Youth. 
Propoſe the Schools in praQtice, marry the Arts 
To Nevineks, till they prove @ charm for hearts : 
Ere& a Centre, where the fervent Love 
Of Lord and Labourer together move 
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And meet : till there be made by it agen 

Atonement 'twixt the-worlds frail gods and men, 
Think that brave Name which ſcorns to have an end, 
Th'unſound 14 of a perfeR friend. 

Let him live lov'd 8-Women; th'Spring or Health 


By Fever'd men, or as by th'Uſurer wealth. 


And when he dyes, let all that Intereſt have 

In goodneſs, pay ſad Tribute to his grave. 

When thou haſt ſcann'd all this, thou then may'ſt ſee 
What 'tis theſe poor'Marterials would tell thee, 

For 'ris the Trophy of thoſe Breaſts that grieve, 

That Mynſbul being all this, does not ſtill live. 


To 


X L. 
AN EPITAPH 


the Eternal Memory of CH arLes the Firſt, 
King of Great Britain , France, and Ircland, &c, 
Inhumanely murthered by « perfidiows Party of 
His prevalent Subjetts, bo 30, 1648, 


Hen He had ſhewn the world, that He was King 
Of all choſe Vertues that can Honour bring 
And by His Princely Graces made it known, 
That Rule was ſo inherently His Own, 
That His great Parts mighe juſtly Him prefer 
Not to two liles , but the worlds Emperor, 
When His large Soul in ſufferings had out-ſhin'd 
All Fobs vaſt Patience : and in His clear Mind 
Had rivall'd Solomons Wiſdom, bur our-gone 
His Temperance, io his moſt tempting ne. 
When by a Noble Chriſtian Fortitude, 
He had ſerenely tryumph'd o're all rude 
And barbarous Indignities that men 
(Inſpir'd from Hell) could a&by hand or pen. 
When Heto ſave the Church had ſhed His blood, 
And dy'd for being (only) Wiſe and Good : 
When His three Kingdoms in a well-weigh'd ſenſe 
He'd rather loſe, than a good Conſcience : 
As knowing, 'ewwas a far more glorious thing 
Todyca MARTT XR, than tolivea KING, 
When He had 'd our in every Line, 
Our Saviours P (bating the Divine) 
Nay, even His Prayers and Goſpel, if we look 
Impartially upon His peerleſs Book ; 
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A Book (o rarely good, we read in one 

The Pſalms and Proverbs, Dawvid-Solomon ; 

With all that high-born Charity, which ſhines 

Quite through He great Apoſtles ſacred lines : 

Thar, ſpight of rage, next furure Ages (hall 

Hold it (with Reverence ſtamp'd) Canonical, 
When Herod, Judas, Pilate, and the Fews, 

Scots, Cromwell, Bradſhaw, and the ſhag-haird Mews 
Had quite out-acted, and by their damn'd Cry 

Of injur'd Juſtice, leſſened Crucihe ; 

When He had prov'd, that ſince the world began; 

So many Tears were never ſhed for Man : 

Since (o belov'd he fell, that with pure grief 

His Subje&ts dy'd, *cauſe he was reft of Life : 

When to convince the Heretick worlds baſe thought, 
His Royal Bloud true miracles had wrought : 

When ir appear'd, He to this world was ſent, 

The Glory of XK 1NGS, bur Shame of PARLIAMENT: 
The ſtain of th' Engli(h that can never dye ; 

The Proteſtants perpetual Infamy : 

When He had roſe thus, Truths great Sacrifice, 

Here CHARLES the Firſt, and CHRIST the ſecond lyes, 
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XL1I, 
On the Lady E. M. 


Er Prudence, Wit and Memory being told, | 
{ 1 Death ſciz'd her ſtreight 3; miſtook her to be old. 
A ſheer of Bacos's catch'd at more, we know, 
Than all ſad Fox, long Hoelinſhead or Stow, 
She was but Eight . yer judgment had ſuch ſtore, 
Upon a juſt Compute ſhe dy'd Threeſcore, 
Ladies, take heed how to be wiſe you try, 
For *ris reſolv'd, who will be wiſe muſt dye. 
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=> &.3 I liye_ Gentlemen, Iam d 

&& how any Piece could be 
fd) ſuch mincd-meat as this hath 
TEES been by 4 twice-printed Copy, 

<2» v = which 1 find flying abroad to a- 
.[Þuſe the Author, who long fmce travelling for 
companies-(ake with a Friend into the Low- 
Countries, World needs for bis Opn recreation 
write tha Eſſay of them as he then found them : 
I amſare as far from ever thinking to have it 
publick , as he Was from any private ſpleen to 
the NN ation, or any perſon in it; for TI have 
moved him often to print it, but could never 
get his conſent , his modeſly ever efteemms it 
among, his puerilia, and (as he ſaid” a Piece 
too light for a prudential man topubliſh : T he 
week is, it Was meerly occaſronal int his Toth, 
and the time ſo little that he had for obſervation 
( his ſtay there not bem above three Weeks.) 
that it cold not well be expetted he ſhould fay 
more: and though the former. part be joculary 


fa * and\ 


EG 


To the Reader. 


and [portrve, yet the ſeriouſneſs of the later part 
renders the Charatter no Way injurious to the 
people. And now finding ſome ruffled feathers 
only preſented for the whole bird, and having 
a perfett Copy by me, I have preſumted to 
treſpaſs ſo much upon the Author , as to give 
it you ( 1a vindication of him) ſo as I amcon- 
fdent it was dreſſed by þis own Pen, And _= 
I have begged his pardon for expoſing, it without 
bis warrant, I ſhall leaye you to judge by com- 
paring. this and the former Impreſsions whether 
or 0 he hath not been abuſed ſufficiently. 


T hree VVeeks Obſervations 


OF THE 
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Hey are a general Sea-land : the great Bog of 
Ewrope. There is not ſuch another Marſh in the 
world, that's flat, They are an univerſal Quas- 
mire; Epitomiz'd, A green Cheeſe in pickle. 
There is in them an eAZquilibram of mud and 
water, A ſtrong Earth quake would ſhake them 

F > to 2 Chaos, from which the ſucceffive force of 
the Sun, rather than Creation, hath a little amended them, They 
are the Ingredients of a Black-pudding, and want only ſtirriog 
cogether : Marry, 'tis beſt making on't in a dry Summer, elſe you 
w1ll have more blood than griſt ; and then have you no way to make 
it ſerve for any thing, but to ſpread under it Z #14 Torrida, and ſodry 
it for Turks, 

Sayes one, it affords the people one commodity beyond all the 
other Regions; If they dye in perdition, they are ſo low, that they 
have a ſhorter cut to Hell than the reſt of their Neighbors, And for 
this cauſe perhaps all ſtrange Religions throng thither, as naturally 
inclining cowards their centre, Belides, their Riches ſhew them to 
be of Pluto's Region, and you all know what part that was whichthe 
Poets did of old affign him. Here is Styx, Acheron, Co:ytws, and the 
reſt of thoſe muddy Streams, that have made matter for the Fablers. 
Almoſt every one is a Charon here, and if you have but a Naulum to 
give, you cannot want Or Boat or Pilot, To confirme all , ler bur 
ſome of our Separatiſts be asked, and they ſhall ſwear that the El- 
zian Fields are there. 

It is an excellent Country for a deſpairing Lover, for every corner 
affords bim Willow to make a Garland of; but if Juſtice doom him 
to be hang'don any other Tree, he may in ſpight of the Sentence 


live long andconfident, If he had rather quench his ſpirirs than ſut- 
; focate | 
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focare them, ſo rather chuſe to feed Lobſters than Crows , *tis but 
leaping from his window and he lights in a River or Sea ; for moſt 
of their dwellings ſtand like Privies in Moted houſes, hanging Kill 
over the water. If none of theſe cure him, keep him but a Winter 
in a houſe without a Stove, and that ſhall cool him, 

The Soyl is all far, though wanting the colour ro ſhew it fo ; for 
indeed it is the Buttock of the world, full of veins and blood, bur no 
bones in't. Had Saint Steven been condemn'd to ſuffer here, he 
might have been alive art this day ; for unleſs it be in their paved 
Cities, Gold is a great deal more plentiful than ſtones ; except it be 
living ones, and then for their heavineſs you may take in almoſt all 
the Nation. 

'Tis a ſingular place to fat Monkies in ; there are Spiders as big as 
Shrimps, and I think as many, Their Gardens being moiſt, abound 
with theſe. No Creatures; for ſure they were bred, not made : 
Were they but as venemous as rank, to gather herbs were to hazard 
Martyrdom. They are ſo large, that you would almoſt believe the 
Heſperides were here, andrheſe the Dragons that did guard them. 

You may travail the Countrey though you have nor a Guide ; 
for you cannot baulk your Rode without the hazard of drowning : 
there is not there any uſe of an Harbinger : whereſoever men go, 
the way is made before them. Had they Cities large as their walls, 
Rome would be eſteemed a bauble : Twenty miles in length is no- 
thing for a Waggon to be hurryed on one of them , where if your 


}Fore-man be ſober, you may travail in ſafety, otherwiſe you muſt 


have ſtronger Faith than Peter had, clſe you ſink immediately, A 
ſtarting horſe endangers you to two deaths at once, breaking of your 
neck, and drowning. 

If your way be nor thus, it hangs inthe water, and at the approach 
of your Waggon ſhall ſhake as ir were Ague-ſtrucken, Duke 
D' Alwa's taxing of the tenth penny frighted it into a Palſey, which 
all the Moantebanks they have bred fince could never tell how to 
Cure. - 

'Tis indeed but a bridge of {\wimming earth , ar a flag ſomewhat 
thicker than ordinary 3 if the firings crack your courle is ſhortned, 
you can neither hope for Heaven nor fear Hell, you ſhall be ſure to 
ſtick faſt berween them. Marry, if your Faith flow Purgatory- 
height, you may pray if you will for that to clenſe you from the Mud 
(hall ſoyl you. 

'Tis a Green ſod in water, where if the German Eagle dares to 
bathe himſelf, he's glad again to pearch that he may dry his wings. 

Some things they do that ſeem wonders: *Tis ordinary to ſee 
them fiſh for fire in water, which they catch in Nets andrtranſportto 
Land in their Boats, where they ſpread it more ſmoorhly than a 
Mercy doth his Velvet, when he would hook in an heir upon his 
coming to age. Thus lying in a field you would think you ſaw a 


Cantle of green Cheeſe ſpread over with black Butter, 
If 
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If «£184 be Hells mouth or Fore-gate, ſure here is found the Pu- 
tcrn, *Tis the Porr-Eſquiline of the world, where the full earth doth 
ent her crude black gore, which the Inhabitants ſcrape away for 
fuel, as men with Spoons do excrements from Civii-cats, - 

Their ordinary Pack-horfſes are all of wood, carry their Bridles in 
heir tails, and their burdens in their bellies. A ftrong Tyde and a 
tif Gale are the ſpurs that make them ſpeedy : when they travail 
hey rouch no ground, and when they ſtand ſtill they ride, and are 
never in danger but when they drink up too much of their way, 
| There isa Province among them , where every woman carries. a 
Cony in a Lamb-skin, *Tis a cuſtom, and nor one that travels ever 
avesit behind her, Now guels if you can, what beaſt that is, which 
s clad in a Fur both of hair and wool, | | 

They dreſs their meat in 4q#4 Celeſt4, for it ſprings not as ours 
from the Earth, but comes to them as Manzato the 1ſraclites, fal- 
ling from Heaven, This they keep under ground till it ſtinks, and 
then they pump it out again for uſe: So when you waſh your face 
with one hand, you had need hold your noſe with the other ; for 
though ir be not cordial, 'tis certainly a ſtrong water, | 

The Elements are here at variance, the ſubtile overſwaying the 
rrofſer ; the Fire conſumes the Barth, and the Air the Water : they 
turn Turfs, and drein their grounds with VVind-mills ; as if the Cho- 
lick were a remedy for the Stone 3 and they would prove againſt Phi- 
blophy the worlds Conflagration to be natural, even ſhewing there- 
bythat the very Element of Earth is combuſtible, 

The Land that they have, they keep as neatly as a Courtier does 
his Beard ; they have a method in Mowing : *tis ſo intervein'd with 
water and rivers, that it is impoſhble ro make a Common among 
them, Even the Brewnifts are here at a ſtand, only they hold their 
ride in wrangling for that which they never will finde. Our Juſti- 
«&s would be much at eaſe, akhough our Engliſh Poor were till a- 
nong them for whatſoever they do, they can break no hedges. Sure 
had the wiſe men of Gotham lived here, they would have ſtudied 
ſome other death for their Cuckoe, 

Their Ditches they frame as they liſt, and diſtinguiſh them. into: 
nooks, as my Lord Mayors Cook doth his Cuſtards. Cleanſe them 


they do often z bur *tis as Phyſicians give their Potions,more to catch | 


the fiſh chan caſt the mud our, - 

Though their Countrey be part of a main Land, yet every houſe 
moſt Rands in an Ifland : and that, though a Boor dwell in it, 
looks as ſmug as a Hady that hath newly lockt up her Colours, and 
aid by her Irons, A gallant —_— Suit firs not more com- 
plete than a Coat of Thatch, though of many years wear- 
ing. 
| If it and dry, 'tis imbraced by Vines, as if it were againſt the na- 
ture ofa Dutch-man not to have Bacchus his Neighbour, If you find 
t lower ſcared, 'tis only a cloſe Arbor in a plump of Willows and 
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Alders; pleaſant enough while the Dog-dayes laſt; but thole pat 
once, you mult praiſe wading, or be priſoner cill the nexr $ 
Only a hard froft wich the help of a Sledge. may releaſe you, 

The Bridge to this is an outlandiſh Plank, with a box of ſtones to 
poiſc it withal, which with the leaſt help curns round, like the Exe. 
cytioner when he whips off a head. That wh'cn the Maſter is ove 
ſtands drawn, and then he is in his Caſtle. 

*Tis (ure his fear that renders him ſuſpicious : Thathe may there. 
fore certainly ſce who enters, you thall ever find his Window mad: 
over his door. But it may be that is to:ſhew you his Pedigree , for 
though his Anceſtors were never known , their Arms are there; 
which (in ſpight of Heraldry ) ſhall bear their Archicvement with | 
Helmet for a Baron at leaſt. Marry, the Field perhaps ſhall be char. 
ged withthere Baſquers, ro ſhew whar Trade his father was, | 

Eſcutcheons are as plentiful as Gentry is ſcarce. Every man there| 
is his own Herald, and he that has bur wit enough to invent a Coxr, 
may challenge it as his own. 

When you are entred the houſe, the firſt thing you encounter is 

Looking-glaſs: No queſtion bur a true Embleme of poliick hoſyj. 
rality 5 3 though ir refle& your ſelf in your own figure, 'tis yet no 
longer than while you are there before ic : when you arc gone once, 
ic flatrers the next comer, without the leaſt remembrance that you 
e're were there. 
-. The next are the Veſſels of the houſe, marſhalled about the xoom 
like Watchmen : All as neat as it you were in a Citizens wives Ca- 
binet ; for unleſs it be themſelves, they ler none of Gods creatures 
loſe any thing of their native beauty. 

Their taeociilly in their Cities are the beſt eye- beauties of 
cheir Coumrey : for colt and light they far exceed our Engliſh, but 
they want 'their magnificence, Their Lining is yet more rich than 
cheir our-ſide, not in Hangings but Piftures, which even the pooreſt 
are there furniſht with : Nota Cobler but has his toyes for ornament, 
Were the knacks of all their houſes ſer together, there would notbe 
ſuch another Bartholomew Fair in Eurove. 

Their Artiſts for theſe are as rare as thought, for they can paint you 
afar Hen inher feathers ; and if you want the' Language, you may 
learn a great deal of Dutch by their Signs, for whar they are they 
ever write under them. So by this device hang up more honeſty than 
they keep. 

Coaches are as rare as Comets : arid: thoſe thar live Tooſely need 
not fear one puniſhment which often: vexes ſuch with us;z they may 
be ſure, though they be diſcovered, they ſhall nor be carted. 

All their Merchandiſe they'draw through the ftreers on Sledges; 
or as we on Hurdles do traitors to execution, 3g 
Their rooms are bur ſever4l ſand-boxes : if ſo, you muſt either g0 
out to ſpit, or bluſh when you ſee the Map brought. 

Their beds are no otherthan land-cabines, high enough to _ a 
ladder 
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ladder or ſtairs. Up once, you are walled in with Wainſcor, and 
that is good diſcretion to avoid the trouble of making your Will e- 
very night, for once falling out elſe would break your neck perfe&- 
ly. Bur if you die in ir, this comfort you ſhall leave your friends,tha 

you dy'd inclcan linnen, | 

Whatſocver their eſtates be, their houſes muſt be fair. Therefore 
from Amſterdam they have banithr Sea-cole, leſt it ſoil their build- 
ings, of which the ſtatelier ſort are ſometimes ſententious, and in the 
front carry ſome conceit ofthe Owner, Asto give youa taſte in theſe 


ChiIfVs ADIVtor MeVs;, 
Hoc abdicato Perenne Quare ; 
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Every door ſeems ſtudded with Diamonds. The nails and hinges 
hold a conſtant brightneſs, as if ruſtthere were not a quality inci- 
dent to Iron, Their houſes they keepcleaner than their bodies;their 
bodies than their ſouls, Go to one, you ſhall find the Andirons (hut 
up in net-work, Ar a ſecond, the VWarming-pan muffled in Itali- 
an Cur-work, Arta third, the Sconce clad in Cambrick, and-like 
a Crown advanced in the middle of the houſe, for the woman 
there is the head of the husband , ſo takes the horn to her own 
charge , which ſhe ſometimes multiplies, and beſtowsthe increaſe 
on her Man, | 

'Tis rrue, they are not ſo ready at this play asthe Engliſh, for nei- 
cher are they ſo generally bred to'r, nor are their men ſuch linnen- 
lifcers, Idleneſs and Courtſhip has not baniſh't honeſty. They 
ſpeak more, and do leſs ; yet doththeir bloud boyl high and their 
veins are full, which argues ſtrongly that when they will they may 
rake up the cuſtome ofentertaining ſtrangers: And having once done 
it, [ believe they will be notable z for I have heard they trade more 
for love than money, bur 'ris of the ſport, not the man, and therefore 
when they like the paſtime they will reward the Gameſter z other- 
wile their groſs feed and clowniſh breeding hath ſpoiled them for 
being nobly minded. And if you once in-publick diſcover her pri- 
vate favours, or pretend to-more than is civil, ſhe falls off like Fairy 
wealth diſcloſed, and turns like Beer with lightning to a ſowrenelſs, 
which neither Art nor labour can ever make {weect again. 

But this I muſt give you on reportonly z experience herein hath 
neither made me fool nor wiſe. 

The people are generally Booriſh, yet none but may be bred to a 
States man, they having all this gifr, notto be ſo nice-conſcienced, 
but that they can turn out Religion to let in Policy, 


' Their Countrey is the god they worſhip, war is their Heaven » 
peace is their Hell, and the Spaniard is the Devil they hate, Cuſtom 
istheir Law, and their will, reaſon, 

You may ſooner convert a Few,than make an ordinary Dutch-wan 
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yield ro Arguments thar croſs him : An old Faud iscalilicr turned] 
Peritan, than a Waggoner perſwaded not to bair thrice in nine miles: 
And when hedoth, his horſes muſt nor ſtir, bur have their Manger 
brought them into the way, where in a top-ſwear they eat their 
graſs, and drink their water, and preſently after hurry away z for 
they ever drive as if they were all the ſons of Niwfbi, and were furi- 


'ouſly eicher purſuing an enemy, or flying him. | 

;- Hisſpirits aregenerated from the Exg/:ſh Beer, and that makes 
him head-ſtrong : His body is built of Pickled- Herring , and chey 
render him teſty : Theſe with a little Butter, Onyons and Holana- 
. Cheeſe , are the Ingrediemsof an ordinary Dutch-man ; which a 
#| Voyage tothe Eaſt-1ndies, with the heat of the eAqainottal, con- 
ſolidares. | 

If you ſee him far, he hath been rooting in a Cabbage-ground, 
and that bladdered him. Viewing him naked, you will pray him} 
to pull off his Maſque and Gloves, or with him to hide his face,that 
;he may appear more lovely. For that,and his hands arc «#gypr,how- 
lever his body be Ewrope. He hath expoſed them ſo much to the} 
[Sun.and Water, as he isnow his own diſguiſe, and without a Vi- 
'zor may ſerve im-any Azti-Maſque you pur him in. 

| For their condition they are Churlith as their breeder Neptune ; 
and without doubt very ancient, for they were bred before Manners 
were'.in faſhion, Yer all they have nor, they account ſuperfluity, 

which they ſay mendeth ſome, and marreth many. | 
'- They thould make good Juſtices, for they reſpe& neither per- 
ſons nor apparel: A Boor in his liquor'd Slop, ſhall have as much 
ood uſage as 2 Courtier in his bravery;nay more, for he that is but | 
Courtlyor gentile, is among them like a Merliz aftcr Michaelmes in 
' [the field with Crows, They wonder at and envy, but worſbip no 
ſuch —_—_— Marry, with a Silver hook you ſhall catch theſe Gud- 
geons preſently : the love of gain being to them as natural as water 
to a Goole, or Carrionto any Kite thar flyes. 

| "They are feldome deceived, for they truſt no body ; ſo by conſe- 
quence are better to hold a Fort than win it ; yet they can do both, 
Truſt them you muſt if you travel; for to ask a Billof particulars,is 
ro 'parrein a Waſps neſt : you muſt pay what they ask, as ſure as if 
ir werethe aſſeſſement of a Subſidy. 

; Complement isan idlenefs they were never train'd up in, and 
tis. their happineſs that Court-vanities have not ſtole away their| 
minds from buſineſs, 

Their being* Sailors and Souldiers have marred two parts already, 
if they bathe once in Court oyle they are painted Trap-doors, And 
(hall then ler the Fews build a City where Harlem Mere is,and after 
jcozen em on't, 
| ' They ſhall abuſe a ſtranger for nothing,and after a few baſe term: 
Iſcotch one another toa Carbonads ; or as they do their Roches when 


|chey fry them. 
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Nothing can quict them bur money and liberty, yer when they 
have them, they abuſe both z but if you rell them ſo, you awake their 
fury, and you may ſooner calm the Sea than conjure tharinto com- 
= —_ Their anger hath no eyes, and their judgment doth nor 

ow ſo much from reaſon as paſſion and parrtiality, 

They are in a manner all Agquatiles, and therefore the Spaniard 
calls chem Water-dogs, To this though you need nor condeſcend, 
yet wichall you may think they can catch you a Duck as ſoon, Sea- 
zulls do nor ſwim more readily, nor More-hens from their neſt run 
ſooner to the water, Every thing is ſo made to (wim among them, 
as it is a queſtion if Elizess his Axe were now floating there,ir would 
be raken for a miracle, | 

They [ove none but thoſe that do forthem, and when they leave |. : 
oft they. negle&t them. They have no friends but cheir Kindred, 
which at every Wedding, feaſt among themſelves like Tribes. 

All chat help them nor they hold Popiſh, and take it for an - 

ment of nauch honeſty, to rail bitterly againſt the King of 5208 
And certainly this is the badge of an ill nature, when they have once 
caſt off the yoke, to be moſt virulent againſt thoſe tro whom of right 
they owe reſpe& and ſervice. Grateful diſpoſitions, though by 
their Lords they be exempt from ſervice, will yet be paying reve- 
rence and affe&tion. I am confident, that had they nor been once the 
Subjeas of Spain, they would have loved the Nation betrer : Bur 
" [now out of dying duties aſhes all the blazesof hoſtiliry and flame. 
And 'ris ſufficient to continue their eternal hate,to know the world re- 
members, they were once the Subjes of that moſt Catholick 
Crown, 
Their ſhipping is the Babel which they boaſt on for the glory of 
cheir Nation : 'tis indeed a wonder, and they will have it ſo, Burt we 
may well hope they will never be ſo mighty by Land, leſt they ſhew 
us how doggedly they can inſult where they getthe maſtery. 
*Tis their own Chronicle buſineſs, which can tell you, that ar the 
Siege of Leyden, a Fort being held by the Spaniſh, by the Darch was 
after raken by Aſſault; the Defendants were pur to the Sword , - 
where one of the Dutch in the fury of the {laughter ripe up the Cap- 
rains body, ad with a barbarous hand tore out the yer living heart, 
panting among the reeking bowels, then with his teeth rent ir ſtill 
warm with blood into gobbets, which he ſpitted over the Battlements 
in defiance to the reſt of the Army. | 

Oh Tigers breed ! the Scythian Bear could ne're have been more 
ſavage: To be neceſſitated into cruelty , is a misfortune to the 
ſtrongly tempred to ir ; but to ler ſpleen rave and mad it inrefiſt- 
leſs blood, ſhews nature ſteep'd i'th livid gall of paſſion, and beyond 
all brutiſhneſs diſplayes the un-noble ryranny of a prevailing; 
Coward. : 

Their Navies are the whip of Spain,or the Arme wherewith they | 
pull away his Indies, Nature hath not bred them ſo aRive ior hy 
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Hand as ſome others ; bur at Sea they are water-devils, to attempr 
things incredible. | 

\ . In Fleets they can fight cloſe, and rather hazard all than ſave 
ſome, while others periſh : bur ſingle they will flag and fear like birds 
in a buſh, when the Sparrow-Hawks bells are heard. 

A Tarkiſh Man-of-war is as dreadful to them as a Falcon to a Mal- 
lard ; from whom their beſt remedy is to ſteal away : Bur it they 
fall ro blows,they want the valiant ſtournels of the Engliſh,who will 
rather expire bravely in a bold reſiſtance, than yield to the laſting 
ſlavery of becoming caprives to fo barbarous an Enemy. And this 
ſhews they have not yet learned even Pagan Philoſophy, which c- 
_ preferred an honourable death before a lite thralled ro perpetual 
\flavery. 

' Their Ships lye like high Woods in Winter 3 and if you view 
them on the North fide you frieze wichout hope, for they ride ſo| 
[rhigk that you can through them ſce no Sun ro warm you with, 

| Sailersamong themare as common as Beggars with us : they can 
drink, rail, (wear, niggle, ſteal, and be lowhic alike 3 bur examining ! 
heir uſe, a meſs of their Knaves are worth a million of ours: for they 
ina boiſterous rudeneſs cati work,and live,and toyl, whereas ours will 
rather laze themſelves ro poverty ; and like Cabages left out in 
'Winter, rot away in the loathſomneſs of a nauſcous ſloth, 

' Almoſt all among them are Seamen born. and like Frogs can live 
both on landand water. Not a Countrey Vrieſter but can handle 


an Oar, ſteer a Boar, raiſe a Maſt, and bear you our in the rougheſt 

ſtraits you come ing The Ship ſhe avouches much better for {leep 

than abed, Being full of humours that is her Cradle which lulls 

and: rocks her to a dull phlegmatickneſs, moſt of them looking like 

p full roy Oyſter boil'd, Slime, humid air, water and wer dyecr, 
ave 


ve ſo bagg'd their checks, that ſornc world take their paunches to 
be gotten above their chin. 
The Countreys government is a Democracy, and there had need 
be many to rule face Rabble of rude ones. Tell them of a King, 
and they could cur your throat incarneſt : the very name carries ſer- | 
\vitude 1n it, and they hate it more than a Few doth Images, a wo- 
'man old age, or a Non-conformiſt a Surplice. 
| None among them hath Authority by inheritance, that were the 
way in time to parcel out their Countrey to Families, They are 
choſen all as our Kings chuſe Sheriffs for the Counties; not for their - 
finof wit, but for the wealth they have to bear irout wichall; which ! 
they ſo over-affe&, that Myn Here ſhall walk the ſtreets as Uſurets 
oto Baudy-houſes all alone and melancholy : And if they may be 
ad cheap, he wtill daub his faced Cloke with two penny- worth of 
| Pickled herrings,which himſelf (hall carry home in a ſtring. A com- 
mon voice hath given him preeminence, and he loſes it by living as 
[he did when he was a Boor. Bur if you pardon what is paſt, they 
jare_abour-thinking ir time to learn more civility, = 

, ir 
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Their Juſtice is (tric if ic crols rior poiicy : but rather than hinder 
Tratfhque, tolerates any thing. 

There is not under heaven ſuch a Den of ſeveral-Serpents as 4m- 
ſfterdam is, you may be what Devil you will, ſoyou puſh northe 
State with your horns, 

'Tis an Univerſity of all Religions, which grow here confuſed! 
(like ſtocks in a Nurſery) without either order or pruning. If you be 
unſerled in your Religion,you may here try all, and rake ar laſt what 
you like belt, If you fancy none,you have a pattern tofollow of two 
chart would be a Church by themſelves. | 

"Tis the Fair of all the Seas, where ail the Pedlers of Religion 
have leave to vent their toyes, their Ribbands, and Phanatick Rat- 
tles. And ſhould it be true, it were a cruel brand which Romiſts ſtick 
upon them ; for (ſay they) as the Chameleon changes into all colours 
bur white,ſo they admir of all Religions bur the true : For the Papiſt 
only may not exerciſe his in publick ; yet his reſtraint they plead is 
not in hatred bur juſtice, becauſe the Spaniard abridges the Proze- 
ſtant: and they had rather ſhew a little. ſpleen, than nor cry quit 
with their enemy, His a& is their warranc,which they retaliate juſt- 
ly. And for this reaſon, rather chanithe;Dwunkirks they rake ſhall nor 


dye, Amſterdam having none of their own; ſhall borrow a Hangman 
from Harlem, 204 


. 


Now albeit the Papiſts do them wrong jherein, yer can ir not &x- 
cuſe their boundleſs Toleration, which ſhews they place their Res 
publick in a higher eſteem than Heaven it {elf 3 and had rather croſs 
upon Godthan ir. For whoſoever diſturbs the: Civit Government 
is lyable to puniſhment 3 but the Decrees of Heaven and SanRicns 
of the Deity, any one may break uncheck'd, by profefling what falſe 
Religion he pleaſe. So Conſulary Rome of old brought all the ſtrag- 
ling gods of other Nations to the City,. where blinded. Superſtition 
paid an Adoration to them. .r# MY 

Intheir Families they all are equals, ahd you have no:way to know 
the Maſter and Miſtreſs, but by taking them in bed together : It may 
be thoſe are they ; otherwiſe Malky can'prate as much, laugh as loud, 
be as bold, and fit as well asher Miftrets; | 

Had Logicians lived here firſt, Father:and Son had never paſſed ſo 
long for Relatives. They are, here Individuals, for no Demonftrance 
of Duty or Authority can diſtinguiſh them, as it rhey were creared 
together, and not born ſucceſſively. And. as for your Morher,bidding 
her goodnight, and kiſſrig her; is punfual bleſling; | » 

Your man ſhall be ſaucy; and you muſt nor ftrike xif you do, he 
ſhall complain to the Schour, and herhaps have recompence, "Tis 
a dainty place to pleſat bbyes'in : for your Father (halbbargain wich| 
your School-maſter not to-whip you : -if he doth, he fhallrevenge it 
with his knife; and have Law for is; ron Luo 162} 7 ", 

Their apparel is civil enough, and good e z\ bar very un- 
comely ; and hath uſually :more ſtuff than ſhape. . Only their Hwuykes 

are 


) 
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| oA brief Charatteh | 
are commodious in winter: bur 'ris to be lamented, rhat chey have 
not wit enough to lay them by when Summer comes, 


Ae es mm. 


' [this you ſhall find to their commendation,their {mocks are ever whi- 


vx 


: rem edy. 


— 


| as if they were about to ſwallow his legs unmercifully. 


as the ignorant Lairy of their Faith ; they will keep it becauſe their 


2 Fleer to the 7ndies, it ſhall live three moneths on the Offals, which 
| we hear fear would ſurfeir our Swine z yer they feed on'r,and are ſtill 
[che ſame Durch-men. 


Their Women would have good faces if they did not mar them 
with making, Their Ear-wyres have ſo nipt in their Cheaks, thar 
you would think ſome Fayry ro dothem a miſchief, had pincht them 
behind with Tongs. Thele they dreſs,as if chey would thew you all] 
their wit lay behind, and they. needs would cover it. And thus or- 
dered, they have much more forchead than face. 

They love the Engliſh Genrry well z and when Souldiers come o- 
ver to be billetted among them, they are Emnlow in chufing oftheir 
gueſt, who fares much the bercer for being liked by his Hoſteſs. 

Men and Women are there ſtarched ſo blew,thar it they once grow 
old, you would verily believe you ſaw Winter walking up to the 
neck in a Barrelof Indigo: And therefore they rail at England for 
ſpending no more Blewing. 

- Your man among them 'is elſe clad tolerably, unleſs he inclines 
to the Sea-faſhion : and then are his breeches yawning at the knees, 


They are far there from going naked, for of a whole woman you 
can ſee but half- a face, ASfor her hand, that ſhews her a ſore La- 
bourer ; which you ſhall ever find asit were in recompence loaden 
with Rings to the cracking of her fingers. If you look lower, She's 
a Monkey chain'd abour the middle, and had rather want it in dyer, 
chan not bole {ilver-links to hang her keyes in, 

Their Gowns are fit to hide great Bellies, but they make them 
ſhew ſo unhandſome that men do not care for getting them, Marry 


ter than their skin, 

Where the Woman lyes in, the Ringle of the door does penance, 
and is lapped about with linnen ; either ro ſhew you that loud 
knocking may wake the child; or elſe that for a moneth the Ring 
t5notto be run at. Bur if the childe be dead, there is thruſt out a 
Noſegay tyedto a ſticks end ; Perhaps for an emblem of the life of 
man, which may. wither as ſoon as born 4 or elſe to Jet you know, 
thatthough theſe fade upon their garhering, yet from the ſame ſtock 
the next year a new ſhoot may ſpring. 

You may rail at us for often changing, but I aſſure you with them, 
is agreat dea} more following the taſhion, which they will plead for 


Anceſtors lived in ir. Thus they will rather keep an old fault,cthough 
they diſcover errors in it, than in an caſte change ro meet a certain 


1. For their dyer,they car much and ſpend little : When they ſer out 


' Intheir houſes, Roots and Stock-fiſh are ſtaple commodities - If 
| they 
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they make a feaft , and add fleſh, they have art to keep it hot more 

days than a Pigs head in Pye-cormer, Salt meats and ſowre Crem| 
chey hold him a fool that loves not, only the laft they corre& with 

Sugar, and are not half ſo well pleaſed with having it (weetarfirſt,as 

with letting it ſowre that they may {weeren it again z asif a woman 

were not half ſo pleaſing being ealtly won, as after a ſcolding fit ſhe 

comes by man to be calmed again, 

| Fiſh indeed they have brave and plentiful 3 and herein praQtice 

hath made them Cooks as good as e're Lucullws his later Kitchin had, 

which is ſome recompence for their wiltulneſs, for you can neicher 

pray nor buy them to alter their own Cookery. 

To a feaſt they come readily, but being ſet once you mult have 

patience : they are longer cating meat than we preparing it, If it be 
ro ſupper, you nt timely, when you ger away by day-break, 
They drink down the Evening-ſtar, and drink up the Morning-ſtar, 
Ar thoſe times it goes hard with a ſtranger, all in courteſie will be 
drinking to him, and all that do ſo he muſt pledge ; till he doth, the 
fill'd Cups circle round his Trencher, from whence they are nor ta- 
ken away till emptied : for though they give you day for payment , 
yet they will not abate of the ſumme. They fit not there as we in| 
England, men together , and women firſt; but ever intermingled 
with a man between:and inſtead of March-panes and ſuch Juncates, 
'tis good manners (if any be there) to carry away a piece of Apple- 
pie in your pocket, 

The time they there ſpend, is in cating well, in drinking much, 
and prating moſt : For the truth is, che completeft drinker in Z#- 
rope is your Engliſh Gallant : There is no ſuch conſumer of liquor 
asthe quaffing off of his Healths. Time was, the Dutch had the ber- 
ter of ir, but of late he hath loft ir by prating roo long over his pot : 
He fips, and laughs, and tells his tale, and in a Tavern is- more pro- 
digal of his Time than his Wine : He drinks as it he were ſhort- 
winded, and as it wereeats his drink by morſels , rather befieging 
his brains than aſſaulting them. But the Engliſhman charges home 
on the ſudden ſwallows it whole, and like a haſty Tyde, fills and 
flows himſelf, till the mad brain ſwims and toſſes on the haſty fume. 
Asif his Liver were burning out his ſtomach, and he firiving to 
quench it, drowns it. So the one is drunk ſooner, and the other lon- 
ger ; asif ſtriving to recover the wager,the Dutchman would ſtill be 
the perfeReſt Soaker. | 


In this Progreſs you have ſeen ſome of their Vices, now view 4 
fairer ObjeQ, 


Ad 


Solomon 


»A- brief Charatter 


[Solomon tells of forr things that are ſmall a 
full of wiſdom, the Piſmire , the Graks- 
hopper, the Coney, andthe Spider. 


nothing bur whar graſs affords them, are yer , for almoſt all 

proviſions, the Store houſe of whole Chriſtendome, Whar is 
it which there may not be foundin plenty > they making by their 
induſtry all the fruirs of the vaſt Earth their own, What Land can 
boaſt a priviledge that they do nor partake of > They have not of 
their own enough materials rocompile one ſhip, yet how many Na- 
tions do they furniſh > The remoter angels of the world do by their 
painsdeliver them their ſweetsz and being of themſelves in want , 
cheir diligence hath made them both 7ndies nearer home. 

They are frugal tothe ſaving of Egge-ſhells, and maintain it for a 
Maxim, that a thing laſts longer mended than new. 

Their Cities are their Mole-hills ; their Schutes and Fly-boats 
creep and return with their ſtore for Winter, Every one is bulie , 
and'carries his grain z as if every City were a ſeveral Hive, and rhe 
Bees not permitting a Drone to inhabit ; for idle perſons muſt find 
ſome other manſion, And leſt neceſſity bereave men of means ro 
ſet them on work, there are publick Banks, that (without uſe) lend 
upon pawns to all the poor that want, 
 Thereis a ſeaſon when the Piſmires fly; and fo cach Summer 
they likewiſe ſwarm abroad with their Armies. 

The Art, ſayes one, is a wiſe creature, but a ſhrewd thing in a 
Garden or Orchatd, Andtruly fo are they ; for they look upon 0- 
chers too little, and upon themſelves roo much : And whereſoever 
they light ina pleaſant or rich foyl, like ſuckers and lower plants , 
they rob from the root of that Tree which gives then ſhade and 
proretion ; ſo their wiſdom is not indeed Heroick or Numinal, as 
courting an univerſal good , bur rather narrow and reftriftive , as 
being a wiſdom but for themſelves. Which, to ſpeak plainly, is 
deſcending into Craft ; and is butthe finiſter part of that* which is 
really Noble and Celeſtial. 
| Nay in all they hold ſo true a proportion withthe Emmet,as you 
[ball not find they want ſo much as the ſting. | 
| For dwelling in Rocks rhey are Conies. And while the Spaniſh] 
tumbler plaies about them, © they reſt ſecure in their own inacce(-| | 
| ſibleBerries, Where have you under Heaven , ſuch impregnable]' 
Eertfications7 "Where Art beautifies Nature, and Nature makes] 
| Artinvincible z Herein indeed they differ ; The Conies find Rocks, |' 
|andzhey make them, And as they would invert the miracle of Mo-]' 


Jſes, They raiſe them in the boſom of the waves : where pr | 
theſe 


| 'Or Providence they are the Piſmires of the world, and having 
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theſe rwenty years , ſhips furrowed in the pathleſs Occan,the peace- 


ful plough now unboweb the fertile carth, which ac nigh is carryed 
home to the faireſt Manſions in Holland. | 

Every Town hath his Garriſon ; and the keyes of the Gares in 
the night time are not truſted but in the State-houſe. From theſe 
holds they bolt abroad for proviſions, and then return to cheir faft- 
neſles repleniſhed. 

For war they are Graſſe-hoppers, and without a King, go forth 
in bands to conquer Kings. They have not only detended them- 
ſelves artheir own home, but have braved the Spaniard at his. In 
Anno 1599, under the command of Fander Does ,, was the Grand 
Canaryrtaken, The chict City ſackt 3; the King of Spain's Enligns 
raken down , and the colours of his Excellency ſet up in their room, 
In the year 1600 the battel of Newport was a gallant piece, when 
with the loſs of a thouſand or little more, they flew 7000 of their 
enemies, took above 100 Enſigns, the Admiralof Arragon a priſo- 
ner. The very turniture of the Arch-Duke's own Chamber, and 
Cabinet , yea the (1gner that belonged to his hand, 

In 1607. they aſſailed the Armado of Spain in the Bay of Gibral- 
tar, under covert of the Caſtle and Towns Ordnance , and with the 
lofle of 150. ſlew above 2000, andruined the whole Fleer, Cer- 
rainly a bolder attempt hath ever ſcarce been done. The Indian 
Maſtiff never was more fierce againſt the angry Lion. Nor can the 
Cock in his crowing valour , beceme more prodigal of his bloud 
than they. | 

There hardly is upon earth ſuch a ſchool of Martial Diſcipline. 
'Tis the Chriſtian worlds Acazemy for Arms ; whither all the neigh-! 
bour-Nations reſortto be inſtructed ; where they ryay obſerve how | 
unreſiſftable a blow many (mall grains of powder will make, be- 
ing heaped together, which yer if you ſeparate, can do nothing but 
ſparkle and die. id 
Their recreation is the praiſe of Arms 3 And they learn to be | 
ſouldiers ſooner than men. Nay, as if they placed a Religion in 
Arms, every Sunday is concluded with the Train'd-Bands marching 
through their Cities. 

For induſtry, they are Spiders, and are in the Palaces of Kings. Of 
old they were che guard of the perſonof the Roman Emperor; And by 
the Romans themſelves declared to be their friends and companions. 
There is none have the like intelligence ; Their Merchants are at this 
day the greateſt of the Univerſe, Vhat Nation is it where 

have notinſinuated > Nay, which they have not almoſt anatomized, 
andeven diſcovered the very intrinſick veins on't ? 

Even among us, they ſhame us with their induſtry, which makes 
chem ſeem as if they had a faculty from the worlds Creation, oug of 


water to make dry land appear. They win our drowned grounds 
which we eannot recover, and chaſe back Neprune to his own old 
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© A brief Charatter | 
All that they do is by ſuch labour as it ſeems extracted our of 
their own bowels. And in their wary thrift, they hang by ſuch a 
{{lender ſuſtentation of life, that one would think their own weight 
ſhould be enough to crack it. | 

Want of jdleneſs keeps them from want. And 'tis their Diligence! 
makes them Rich. | 
A fruitful Soil encreaſeth the Harveſt, A plentiful Sun augment- 
eth. the Store 3 and ſcaſonable ſhowres drop farneſs onthe Crop we 
reap : But no Rain fruQtifies more than the dew of Swear. 

You would think being with them you were in old 1ſrael,for you 
| find not a beggar among them. Nor are they mindful of. cheir own 
alone z but ftrangers alſo partake of their Care and Bounty. It they 
will depart, they have money for their Convoy. If they ſtay, they 
have work provided. If unable, they find an Hoſpical, Their Provi- 
dence extends even from the Prince to the catching of flies. And 
left you looſe an afternoon by fruitleſs mourning,by two of the clock 
all Burials muſt end. VWhercin to preventthe waſt of ground, they 
pile Coffin upon Coffin till the Sepulchre be full, | 
' In all cheir Manufactures they hold a truth and conſtancy:for they 

are asfruirs from I rees,the ſame every year that they are ar firſt; Not 

Apples one year and Crabs the next: and ſo for ever after, In the ſale 

of theſe they alſo are at a word, they will gain rather than exaR,and 

have not that way whereby our-Ctirizens abuſe the wiſe,and cozen the 

ignorant z and by their infinice over-asking for commodities, pro- 

claim tothe world that they would char all if it were in their power. 

The Deprivation of Manners they punith with Contempt, but 

the defects of natore they favour with Charity, Even their Bedlam 

is a place ſocurgous, that a Lord might live in it; Their Hoſpital 

might lodge a Lady : So that ſafely you may conclude , amongſt 

themeven Poverty and Madneſs do both inhabit handſomely. And 

though Vice makes every thing turn ſordid, yet the State will have 

the very corre@tion of it to be neat , as if they would ſhew that 

though obcdience fail, yet Government mult be till ic ſelf, and 

decent, To prove this, they that do but view their Bridewe? will 

think it may reccive a Gentleman though a Gallant. And fo their 

priſon a wealthy Citizen, But for a poor man it is his beſt policy to 

be laid there, for he that caſt him in muſt maintain him. 

Their Janguage, though ir differ from the higher Germany , - yer 
hath it che ſame ground, and is as old as Babel, And albeit harſh ; 
verſo lofry and full a Tongue, as made Goropizxs Becanus maintain it 
for the ſpeech of Adm in his Paradiſe. And ſurely if there were not 
other reaſons againſt ir, the ſignificancy of the Antient Teatonick 
might carry it from the primeſt Diale&. Steven of Bruges reckons 
up 2170, Monafillables, which being compounded, how richly do 
ehey grace a Tongue > A Tongue that for the general profeſſion is 
extended further than any that I know. Through both the Germa- 
nies, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and ſometimes France, England, 

| Spatn, 
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Spatn, And ſtill 'among us all our old words are Dutch, with yet lo 


lictle change, that certainly it is in a manner the ſame thar it was 
2000 years ago, without the roo much mingled borrowings of their 
neighbour-Nations. 
The Germans are a people that more than all the world I think 
may boaſt ſincerity, as being for ſome thouſand of years apure and 
unmixed people. And ſurely 1 ſee nor bur their conduQtion by Taiſco 
from the building of Babel, may paſs as unconfuted Story, they yer 
retaining the Appellation from his Name. 
They are a large and numerous people , having ever kept their 
own, and tranſported Colonies into other Nations. In 7:4ly were the 
Longobards ; In Spain the Gothes and Yandals ; In France the Franks 
or Fraxcenians ; In England the Saxons : having in all theſe left re- 
verend Steps of their Antiquity and Language. 
It is a noble Teſtimony that ſo grave an Hiſtorian as Tacizms hath 
lefr ſtill extant of them,and written above 1500 years ago, Deliberant 
dum fingere neſciunt: Conſtitunnt dum errare non poſſunt They delibe- 
rate when they cannot diſſemble:and reſolve when they cannoterre. 
Two hundred and ten years he reckons the Romans were in con- 
quan them. In which ſpace on either fide were the loſſes ſad and 
atal, So as neither the Samnites, the Carthaginians , the Spaniards, 
the Gawles, no nor the Parthians ever troubled them like the Ger- 
mans, They ſlew and took priſoners ſeveral Commanders of the 


higheſt rank, as Carbs, Caſitme, S. Caurus Aurelins, Cervilins Cepio, 


and M, Manlius. They defeated five Conſulary d4rmies, and YVarws 
with three Legions, yet after all this he concludes, Triumphaſjti ma- 
gs quam vittt ſunt. They were rather Triumphedover than conque- 
red, To confirm this, the keeping of their own Language is an argu- 
ment unanſwerable. The change whereof ever follows upon the ful- 
ly vanquiſhed, as we may ſee it did in 1taly, France,Spain, England. 

And this he ſpeaks of the Nation in,general:nor was the opiniop 
of the Romans leſs worthy in particular concerning theſe lower Pro- 
vinces, Which made them for their valour and warlike minds, ſtyle 
them by the name of Galta Belgica, and eſpecially of the Bateviens, 
which were the Hellanders and part of the Guelders, You may hear 
in what honourableterms he mentions them, where ſpeaking ofthe 
ſeveral people of Germany he ſayes, Omnium harum gentium virtute 
precipui Batavi : Nam nec tributis contemnuntur, nec publicanus atte- 
rit :exempti oneribus & collationibus, & tanum in uſum preliorum ſe- 


the principal in valiant vertue are the Bataviens : for neither are 
they become deſpicable by paying of Tribute , nor oppreſſed roo 
much by the Farmer of publick Revenues, but free from Taxes and 
Contributions of ſervility, they are ſpecially ſer apart for the fight , 
as Armor and Weapons only reſerved for war. 

All this, even at this day they ſeemto make good : For of all the 


poſit, welut rela at; arma bellis reſervantur, Of all theſe Nations, 


world they are the people that _ and grow rich by war, like the 
2 


Porepiſce, 
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| and the Countrey, by reaſon of its lowneſs and Irriguation,becom- 


| brave the moſt potent Monarch in Chriſtendom, who in his own 
| hands holds the Mines of the wars finews , Money ; and hath now 


} Countries above two hundred wall'd Towns and Cities ; ſfothari 
| they have people for the war, one would wonder where they ſhould 
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Porcpiſce , that playes in the | » bur at other times keeps ſober 
under the water. 

Var, which is the worlds ruine, and ravins upon the beauty of all 
is to them proſperity and Ditation, And ſurcly the reaſon of this is 
their ſtrength in ſhipping, the open Sea, their many fortified Towns, 


ing unpaſlable for an Army when the Winter but approaches. Other- 
wiſe it is hardly poſſible , thar ſo ſmall a parcel of Mankind ſhouſd 


ot a command ſo wide, that out of his Dominions the Sun can nei- 
ther riſe nor ſet. 


yer have they in the field ſometimes 60000, Souldiers , belides 
thoſe which they alwayes keep in Garriſon, which cannor be bur a 
conſiderable number, near 30000. more. There being in the whole 


get money to pay them, they being when they have an Army in the 
field, at a thouſand pound a day charge extraordinary. 

-To maintain this, their Exciſe is an unwaſted Mine, which with 
the infinitenefs of rheir Traffique, and'their untired induſtry, is by. 
yet part of the world inſomething or other contributed'to, 

The Sea yields them but rwo ſorts of Fiſh only, Herrings and Cod, 
fixty thouſand pounds per annum, for which they goe ont ſometimes 
ſeven or eight hundred boats ar once, and for greater ſhips, they are 
able to ſet out double the number. 


| . The whole ſeventeen Provinces are not above a thouſand Engliſh} 
miles in circuit, and in the States hands there is not ſeven of thoſe : 


p 


LA 


Their Merchandiſe amounted in G#icciardizes time to fourteen 

Millions per Annam, Whereas England, which is in compaſs almoſt 
aS/large again, and haththe Ocean as'a Ring abour her,made nor a- 
bove fix Millions yearly : ſo ſedulous are theſe Beesto labour and 
enrich their Hive. | 


As they on the Sea, ſo the'women are bnfie on Land in weavin 
of Nets, and helping ro add to the heap. And though a tering 
long gbſence might tempt. them to laſctvions wayes : yet they hate 
adulcFy, and are reſolute in Matrimonial chaſtity, I donot remem- 
ber thar everTread in Story, of any great Lady of thar nation, that 
hath been tax'd with Jooſneſs. And queſtionleſs,”ris their ever being 
buſie makes them not have leiſure for luſt. | 

*Tis idlenefs thatis Cupids Nurſe ; bur buſtnefs breaks his Bow, 
and makes his Arrows uſeleſs. 

"They are'both Merchants 'and Farmers. And there A& parts, 
which men can bur diſcharge with us, As if they would ſhew that 
the Soul in all is maſculine, and not varied into weaker ſex as are 
the | bodies that they wear about them.” ' 


31% Whether4 


of the Low-Conntries. 
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Whether this be from the nature of their Country, in which if 
chey be not laborious they cannot live z or from an Innate Genius 
of the people by a Superiour Providence ad-apted to them of ſuch a 
firuation ; from their own inclination addicted to parſimony;from 
cuſtom in their way of breeding z from any Tranſcendency of ative 
parts more than other Nations or from being in their Country, like 
people in a City beſieged, whereby their own vertues do more 


they are the molt painful and diligent people on earth : And of all 
other the molt cruly of Yeſpaſians opinion, to think, that Ex re qua- 
libet bonus odor lncri;Be it raiſed from what it will, the ſmell of gain 
is pleaſant, 

Yer they are in ſome ſort Gods, for they ſet bounds to the Sea, 
and when they liſt letirt paſs them. Even their dwelling is a miracle; 
They live lower than the fiſhes in the very lap of the floods, and 
incircled in their watry Arms, They are the 1ſraelires paſſing through 
the Red-Sea, The waters wall chem in, and if they ſer ope their 
ſluces ſhall drown up their enemies. 

They have ftrugled long with Spains Pharaoh, and they have at 
length inferced him to let them go. They are a Gideons Army uj 
the march again. They arethe 1ndian Rat, gnawing the bowels of 
the Spanijh Crocadile, to which they got when he gap'd toſwallow 
them. They are a Serpent wreathed abourtthe legs of that Elephant. 
They are the lirtle {word-fiſh pricking the belly of the Whale. The 
are the wane of that Empire,which increas'd in 1ſabefa,and in Chgyls 
the fifth was at full, | | 

They are aglaſs wherein Kings may ſee, that though they be 
Soveraigns over lives and goods, yet when they uſurp upon Gods 
part, and will be Kings over conſcience too, they are ſometimes pu- 
niſthe with loſs of that which lawfully is their own. , That Religion 
roo fiercely urg'd, is ro ftretch a ſtring till icnotonly jars bur cracks, 
and in the breaking whips (perhaps) the ſtreiners eye our, 

Thar an extreme Taxation isto take away the honey while the 
Bees keeps the Hive 3 whereas he that would take that, ſhould firft 
either burn them or drive them out, That Tyrants in their Govern- 
ment, are the greateſt Traitors totheir own Eſtates. Thar a deſire of 
being too abſolute, is to walk upon Pinacles and the tops of Fyr«- 
mides,where not only the footing is full of hazard,buteven,the ſharp 
neſs of that they treadon may run'into their foot and wound heh b 
That too much to regrate on the patience of burtickle Subjeds,, js 
to preſs a Thorn till it prick your finger. That nothing makes 4 more 
deſperate Rebel than a Prerogative inforced too far. 


compact and fortifie 1 will nor determine. Bur certainly in general: 


bar liberty in man isasthe skin to the body, +not-to be put off, 
they oughr, ſhallnot at laſt command ſo much as is fir, | 
That moderate Princes fit faſterin heir Regalities, than ſuchas' 
being but men, would yet havetheir power over their Subjes, Po 


but together wich life, Thatthey which will command more than; 
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the hand. That to debar ſome States of Ancient pes i5 for 
2 Falcon to undertake to bear a flock of wild Geeſe our of the Fens. 
Thar to go about to compel a ſullen reaſon to ſubmit to a wilful 
peremptorineſs, is ſo long to beat a chain'd Maſtiff into his Kennel, 
till at laſt he turns and flyes at your throar. Thar unjuſt policy is ro] 
ſhoot as they didat 0fterd,- into-rhe mouth of a charged Cannon, to 
havetwo Bullets returned for one. That he doth bur endanger 
himſelf, that riding with too weak a birt provokes a —_ horſe 
with a ſpur. That 'tis ſafer ro meer a valiant man weaponleſs,than 
almoſt a Coward in Armor. That even a weak cauſe with a ſtrong 
Caſtle, will boyl ſalt bloud to a rebellious Itch. That "ris berter] 
keeping a crafie body in an equaltemper, than to anger humours by 
roo ſharp a Phylick. 

That admonitions from a dying man are too ſcrious to be negle- 
Qed. Thar there is nothing certain that is not impoſſible. That a 
Cobler of Ylaſhing was one ofthe greateſt enemies that the King of 
Spain ever had. | 

To conclude, the Countrey it ſelf is a moted Caſtle, keeping a 
Garniſh of the richeſt Jewels of the world in't, the Queen of Bohe- 
mia and her Princely Children, 

The peoplein itare Jews of the New Teſtament, that have ex- 
changed nothing butthe Law for the Goſpel: and this they rather 
profeſs than praQiſe. Together, a man of war riding at Anchor in 
the Downs of Germany. 

For forreign Princes to help them, is wiſe ſelf-policy : whenthey 
have made them able rodefend themſelves againſt Spain , they are 
at the Pale; if they enable themto offend others , they go beyond 
it. For queſtionleſs were this thorn out of the Spaniards fide , he 
might be feared roo ſoon to graſp his long intended Monarchy. 
Ard were the Spaniard but poſſeſſed Lord of the Low-Countries, 
or had the States but the wealth and power of Spain, the reſt of Ea- 
rope might be like people ar Seain a ſhip on fire that could: only 
chuſe whether they would drown or burn, Now,their war is the 
peace of their Neighbours : So Rome when bulicd in her civil broils, 
the. Parthians lived at reſt ; but thoſe concluded once by Ceſar, next 
are they deſign'd for conqueſt, 

If any man wonder at theſe Contraries, let him lookin his own 
Body for ſo many ſeveral humours, in his own Brain for as many 
different fancies, in his own Heart for as various paſſions z and from 
all theſe he may learn, That | 


There is not in all the World ſuch another Beaſt « M AN, 


FINIS. 


OUR Letter with much joy , your News without 
ſorrow I received, For, as I think, he wants good 
nature that is not glad to hear from his friends; fo 1 
hold him over tender, that for a ſtranger, or one thar 
was no friend, can be paſſionate. Some men have 

more brains than they can be quiet with z and the death of ſuch, if 

not a triumph, yet 15 a repoſe.to themſelves, and who were their 

—4 acquaintance : And therefore though I know not how to rejoyce at 

the death of any, yet I would not be guilty of raiſing the lietle man 

from a peaceable grave, to the troubleſome life he led here in the 
world, And now if I were ſure it might not offend, I would tell you 

- | what a fair opportunity you are preſented with, of doing awork (in 

my opinion ) meritorious: However I am confident it would be 

grateful to your own heart, for that I am ſure every vertuous and 

brave aRion leaves ſuch an odour in the mind, as ever after, like a 

rich perfume, brearhs ſweetneſs and contentment to the thoughts of 

the Author, BER 02s 

And this is, if you make my Excellent Couſin your Wife 3 how 

good a one ſhe will prove I necd not tell ; your own experience of 

her ſweetneſs of Converſation cannot bur tell you : if Iſhould praiſe 

her extremely, her merit would make all that I ſhould ſpeak a 

Truth : Since thoſe char deſire to be good in the height , though 

they may be praiſed , cannor be flattered ; for whatever good you 

ſpeak of then , they have, albeit not in aRion , yet in intention 
doubtleſs. A Diſpoſition there is, whoſe affabilirty may ſweeten 
life, and baniſh vexation. Ingenuity , that even to a man well part- 
ed, may make her capable of being a wife a friend; without which 
for my part, I ſhould hold marriage a yoke and preſſure ; and if ar all 

a Sacrament, even a Sacfament of diſlike and ſadneſs. I like not 'a 

wife for the night alone y they are dark pieces that cannot pleaſe by 

15:34, 4 : . She is proviſion bur for the worſer pare of our life, ifſhe 

mm 


A. 


DD —_— 


— i 


eA brief Charatter 


mn 


'[caritiot but offend awake outof bed, Of a wife (hould a man make 
his choice as he would do of his Armour z if roothick and heavy,ir 
loads and wearies erehis march be done , begerts complaint , and 
help his Foes to conquer : if roo light and thin , it may be a little 
pleaſant, but nor ſafe ; *rwill trouble and betray him. So when a 
man takes a wife, if ſhe be dull and ſortiſh,ſhe may indeed keep the' 
.thouſe, but ſhe is toher husband coming home bur like a Paſſion pi-: 
|&ure, preſenting ever ſadneſs and melancholy, 1f (he be light and! 
petulant, ſhe is then the diſhonour of him that choſc her, apt with! 
every puffro beblown off ; and perhaps may (like a Pleaſute- Boat); 
ſerve in ſhallows for a Summer voyage, but in Winter , or when 
ſtorms ariſe in Deeps, ſhe is then of no other uſe , but only to in- 
danger him to the hazard of wreck. 

If God had not made Woman with a mind to (ute with Adam's, | 
[any of che Beaſts he made would as well have ſerved for Quench as 
ſhe. Ir is more pleaſure, that a man may with a ſure athance, pour 
out his retired thoughts in a fairhful and wiſc wives boſom,than by 
only a skin-deep beauty have the vaniſhing Ttches of a Frailty find 
allay. Nor will I ever believe, but 'tis more happineſs to Iyc with 
2 beautiful ſoul chan a beautiful body. 
| But here if yougo on, you have both ; for hethat will*nor allow 

her perſon handſom, muſt cither want eyes, or elſe hath liv'd among. 
the Moors, where for beauty, deformity is miſtaken. | 

Her years are ſuch as cannot be found fault wichall, from which . 
you may expe& rather comfort than diſtaſte : and when you ſhall 
approach ro Davids Seventy, like another Shunamite ſhe may adde 
new warmth to the then decayes of Nature. 

All you canexcept againſt is matter of Eſtate , which to you that 
qhave ſo fair a one, is none atall. He that (having ſufficient) wed- 
deth'for wealth, is rather coverous than wiſe ; neither (where there 
is no want) can money be a cauſe conſiderable for : breach. Fitneſs 
and a competency is beyond abundance alone, VVhen Adam had the 
world, God did not give him another with Eve,it was ſufficient that 
He had for both, Ifir be but in managing of your houſe, and like a; 
faithſul Steward looking to your Family and affairs, it will more 
than rccompence the charge that ſhe can bring you. Then whereſo-! 
ever ycur occaſions lead you, you may be ſure of fidelity ar home ; 
and by raking delight to be at home, find a profit, which perhaps by 
{abſence now you looſe, Let me give you a ſtory of a Father,that on 
his death-bed told his Sons, That though he had no wealth to 
leave them for the preſent, yer there lay buried in his Vineyard a 
great Treaſure , where ifthey digg'd they ſhould be ſure to find it, | 
When he was dead they fell ro work, but found none ; yet bytheir 
digging, the Vines that year became ſo fruitful, as the increaſe to 
them did prove a maſs of riches. The Application is, that chough 
you find no preſent Fortune, yet fair intentions and your diligerices 
joyn'd, may becomea wealth above your expeRation, — —_ ; 

| whereas 


| 


| 


LETTER Ss. "T 65 


| 


| your ſelfa right, and by this Match confirm to all , Your Conver- 


whereas now you want an Heir to your wealth,, it may pleaſe God 
by this march to give you children, chat may rejoyce in the 

you ſhall leave, and to your honour perpetuate your nameroall po- 
ſterity. But he that wilfully makes himſelf fruitleſs, fails like adry 
Tree, which for want of fruit, the Goſpel does adjudge wo fire: 
whereas in Dew, 20, 19, Even in war, the Trees that did bear fruit 
were forbidden to be deſtroyed, | 

Tell me, if it be nota Content of the higheſt nature, when you 

(hall have been abroad, cicher wearied with buſineſs, or delighted 
with News, you may to a vertuous wife tell your diſcontents, and | 


have them leflened 3 but your joyes, and-have them more increa- | 


{ed ? For Grief diſclos'd divides , but Joy imparted multiplies. 
When as he that has a houſe, and not a ate to govern it, comes to | 
his Home bur as a Traveller to his Inne, being brought thither by 
neceſlicy, and carried off for want of company that may be ſuirable. | 
For neighbours do not dwell there ; and Servants , though they be 
as ſafe rooms to lock up groſſer wares in, yet they are not as a wife, 
a Cabinet for privacies : Beſides, not being ty'd to their Maſters | 
Fortunes, they ſometimes ſtudy themſelves to his loſs; but a Wife 
has her aim for her husbands good, as knowing ſhe is brightned by 
his Honour, but muſt be darkned if he ſuffer Eclipſe. 

Nor can I believe, but that even in your Reputation you ſhall do 


(ation has becn more our of true reſpeR to Vertue, than any other 
ſiniſter ends. Otherwiſe, what can men judge of his intents,who pro- 
feſſing a reſpe&t while ſhe was anothers, falls off when lawfully he 
may make her his own : And beyondall theſe,you know how ſhe has 
ſuffered for you 3 fo as you ſhall notgnly do an AR of Juſtice, and 
bravely recompence all her Indurances z bir alſo do a Courrteſie to 
your ſelf, in Cancelling thoſe Obligations chart are .on you, For, 
choughI know you haue nor been in this way ſhort, yet he is likeſt 
God, that ſcorning to be a Debtor to any, by a Noble and Benevo- 
lent hand unties his own Hgagements,and by ſhowring down favours 
puts chains and bonds upon others, Ir was bur acavill againſt Wo- 
men, of him that ſaid, though a Man marries, and his Wife be fair, 
yer ſhall he have bur alictle beauty, and agreat deal of ill, Nor did 
Socrates any other then play the.Cynik, when he anſwered ro one 
chat asked him,whether iz were beſt for himto Marty ar.live fingle > 
That which ſoever he did, he ſhould be ſure to repent, , Marriage, as 
it ought to be,is the Completion of Love ; and Love,as it ought,s the 
Completion of the Law, However ic is atye ofche nobleſt affeRian 
in Man, and whicheven the Scripture prefers before all the Obliga- 
tions of the World beſides: For Parents, andthe neareſt bloud muſt 
all for this be laid by and ſepofired. He that hath a Wife which 
loves him hath two felfes, and poſſeſſes all his facukies double : 50 
even in abſence his defence is lefr, And his hand, his eye, and mind 


it (elf, he can-at once leave faithful arhome , and carry faithful a- 
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| | road, With this Ordinance was the wiſe Cate ſo much taken as 


ſo: Forl am reſolved not to reſt upon any terms without being 


_—_— 


he did not ſtick ro maintain, / that it was-more honour to be a good | 
husband than. a great Senator. | 

Pardon methar | am thus-long, and free ; my true reſpe&sto you} 
both, hath made me thus-buſic in wiſhing : It you like ic | have ſaid} 
enough, if you do not, too much. Though I am confident it cannor 
much diſpleaſe, ſeeing I am not capable of having any other aim in 
it, than a future happineſs to you both, Therefore when you have| 
remembred my beſt wiſhes to her ; I have only this to ſay more, If 
you go on you hold me for ever in bonds, if not, I will {till be held; 


Tour moſt faithful friend to ſerve you, 


| 
2 


lOlInce Men (as Balſac tells us) did ever pay a Reverence to Vertue, 


_— 


II. 


though they found it bur in a Romance,or long ſince carryed in- 


| 
To Oliva. 


ro another World. You are no-whit beholding to me for the Admira-/ 
tion that I pay you , as a living example of that, Judgment and 
Goodneſs which oft is feign'd in ſtory, Who falls in love with the| 
Picture only, proftrates allthat he is Maſter of, when the ſubſtance} 

nce appears. Beſides, ſo much you have engaged me by your fa- 
vours, thar I hold it neceſſary for me to become like ſome Moun-| 
rains after Vinter , that are covered with huge fnows 3 who when 
chey cannot pour down all their moiſture ar once, diſtil! daily ina 
grateful watering of their Neighbour- plains. 1 (hallendeavour nor 


o-jmirate, bur exceed the beſt patterns, and ſhall never eſteem my 
ſelfonce dutiful, unleſs I be alwaies 


cm__ 


Tour moſt obedient Son. 


I TE, 
To Meliodorus, © | 
SIR, 


Har ever part of the World I reſt in,it feems 1 amdeſtin'd to 


- be your diſturber, Merit is a Load-ſtone that operates ar a| 
Region diftance, and this makes me now not onlyto intreat your fa- 
our, in preſenting theſe rothe berrer part of my ſelf, Where I have 
eaſur'd up all the felicity IexpeQin this World : bur alſo that you 
will accept of my thanks for thoſe large Teſtimonials of friend{hip 
d affe&ion, which from the very Infan of my acquaintance with 
ou, you have heaped on me ; for which alfuredly I ſhould quarrel 
_ own diſpoſition, did I not find them entirely prevailing ro Con-| 
tture me, 


hw 


| Abſolutely and for ever yours, 
| IV. To 


— 
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& A 
To Clariſſa. 


Plagues of Love? Since I find ſo many Solaces in the affurance 
of your affe&ion, that like the Swan I could be linging in the midſi 
of waves. Certainly, the invention of thoſe pleaſant ſhades below, 
ſprung from the Genius ofa Lovers breſt, Whether itbe your own 
excelling ſweetneſs, that charmes me to be alwayes with yon; e- 
ven at this diſtance : Or whether it be the clearneſs of my own Paſ- 


but ſure I am, the Zeal I bear, not all the Phrenſies this Nation is 
now giddy with, can alter, And though it be debar'd the preſent Hap- 
pineſs of your Converſation ; yet upon your leaſt command is it ever 
ready to take wing and flie unto your boſom. A SanRuary which 
being once attain'd, I ſhall diſclaim the thought of being any thing 
but, Dear, T 

Your faithful Servant. 


_ "= 
To Meliodorus, 


[ Have tyr'd you, Sir, ſo often with my trivial Letters, that I fear 
you may reckon me as one of your-{courges, among the common 
Calamities of theſe times, But indeed I differ from euher FaQtion, 


the Sun ſhine, and the dew fall, and not the Earth return her Ger- 
minations ? and you may not be diſpleaſed then, that my thanks for 
all your favours are not withering, but rather of the Nature of thoſe 
Plants, that even with Snow upon their tops retain perperual green- 
neſs. For ſurely ſuch you ſhall ever find the endeavours of him, who 

s your aſſiftance in preſenting theſe incloſed, and then that you 


Tour moſt affettionate Servant. 


VI, 
To Clariſſa. 


(> by your better Genius, like a Partridge dredg'd and 
roaſted, I have paſs'd the heat andduſt of the way to my own 
Habitation 3 where without your preſence (which ro me can make a 
Cottage beautiful) I find every room a Cell, and my: ſelf rurning 


Hermite z who (wanting you) can like of nought but — 
12 Dj 


Has could I arraign the vanity of Poets, that tell us-of the 


fions, aiming at nothing but Honour and your Felicity,lI diſpute not : | 


in that I have no deſign, but to approve my ſelf your Servant, Can |- 


will believe, I am ever and every where, as well as in this paper, Sir, 
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4<ncourage men to Martyrdom, leſt their Country prove unpeopled. 
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Bur as the Angels ( beſides their obedience to their Makers Com- 
mands ) in their diſpatches, can endure Earth a licule ſeaſon, our of 
their apprehenſions that they ſhall ſpeedily again return to Heaven : 
So all my Comfort is, that the time of my privation is bur ſhort, and 


whom nothing in my abſence will (I hope ) preſume to bring the 
leaſt of trouble. Tothis end you ought for my intereſt ſake, now to 
be kind to your own Goodneſs, and to ſuffer nothing thar is not calm 
andmild as it, to come-near ir, Dear, failnot to preſent my humble 
duty-tomy honoured Father, and beſt Mother, nor to make much of 
your (elf, as you tender the Happineſs and Contentment of him, who 
ts for ever 

4 All and only yours. 


VII. 
To Oliva. 


Hat is it that (in appearance) a little Rill can Contribute to 

the Sea > Though all the acknowledgments I can make,can 
never be ſuitable to the Obligations that I owe you: yet I ſhould 
holdit a very ill Argument, that becauſe I cannot pay what I would, 
[ therefore ſhould not pay what can. Is he worthy of a favour,that 
becauſe he cannot be thankful as he ſhould, reſolves to be totally 
dumb > Such Divinity would quickly turn the whole World A- 
theiſt, extinguiſh all Morality, and truly, would leave me in a habi- 
[ration darkned with perpetual bluſhes : Nay, if I had been frighted 
with merit in others, or want of deſert in my ſelf, 1 had never ar- 
riv'd to that happineſs, which (through your Condu&) by the frui- 
tion of your Daughters Converſation, I now enjoy withour envy- 
ing, even allchoſe Pleaſures that a bounteous Spring cah give, Like 


$0 that I verily believe to Cure all the hereſies and prejudices that 
have been taken up againſt Marriage, there needs but to propoſe 
my felf, that I might convince the Vorld of the Felicities that are 
in it, Nay, I am confidently of opinion, if all men that have marry- 
ed had been as happy as I believe my ſelf, even in the Romiſh 
Church, there never had been EreQion of Monaſtery or Nunnery : 
were the-wives in Spain of ſuch diſpoſitions, the State mighr ſave 
their Matrimonial priviledges , wherewith now they are glad to 


But dear Mother though this be truth ; yer I pray printit not ; though! 
L bug my own opinion, I am n6t bound toy impoſe it on the World ,' 
wherein none lives more in health than your Davghter,I think with-' 
out any ill opinion of Me or my Country : if there be any Infelicity: 
attends us, 'tis that we are depriv'd the Honour of your Company, 
which whereſoere it beſtows it ſelf, can both Civilize and SayGifie : 


in my ever bufie thoughts, I ar this diſtance dwell with you , to| - 


ſpiricual Bleffings I find them more in Poſſeffion than ExpeRation. | 


S 
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So is Prerogartiv'd at once to Create both a City and Church, And 
ro whom I had ſooner preſented my ever thankful duty , had there 
not been a ſupply from that hand , which was content to give a 
heart to 
Yonr ever moſt obedient Son, 


__ 4 


VIII. 


To a Gentleman, that having a fair and vertuous Wife of his own, | 
Jet would needs take a fancy to Kitchin-wenches and Drudges. 


Nd prethee, Roger, why this dirty fancy, That when a Yenice- 
glaſs is ſet before thee , thou long'ſt ro drink only out of 
Black- Jacks and the Bedlams Horn > What a mad thirſt haſt thou 
got, that nothing can quench it but puddle water > Like the Duck 
thar ſwims in the clear ſtream, yet feeds on Frogs among the weeds , 
che ſlime and mud : And whenthon haſta gallant Herrfordſhire way 
to travel in, nothing will content thee , bur thou muſt leap hedges 
troride in Moors, 'in Seffolk Lanes, and Eſſex Hundreds, Wouldſ 
thau not thy ſelf pull off the head of that Hawk , that having Par- 
tridge upon wing, will continually turn tail, yea, goour at Crews and 
uarry there > What a Dog-trick is this now come upon thee, that | 
thou leaveſt thy own clean ſtraw and pleaſant green Sweard, to tum- 
ble up and down in Carrion > Doſt thou think Nature is not ſome- | 
thing miſtaken in thee, and would make thee believe, that Kitchin- 
ſtuff has the ſmell of Musk > or art thou ſure thou art truly 
bred , for I durſt be hang'd if any right Spaniel would ever be 
brought to touch theſe Fowles, though cook'd up and ſauc'd hand- 
ſomly 2 Will not atall the world take thee for one of the worſt ſort of 
worms, that thus affe&'t corruption, delighting to feed and craule 
there > Surely that hand expoſes itſelf roeven unpitied hazard, that 
will needs lay by its own fair Glove, and eagerly pull on that pollu- 
red one it finds upon a Dunghill. Who would not nauſcate to dip 
but his finger in that diſh of water, where the Male and Female 
Scullions have lately rins'd off their mingled ſoory ſweat and greaſe > 
To have for thy diſeaſe a wholeſome remedy of thy own at hand,and 
yet to ſeek out naſty and forbidden Cures, is a Phrenfie that would 
deſerve more than a chain and a dark room. Is not thy own Yenz 
the greater part of all the excellency in woman > what has the whole 
Sex more than one alone that is handſom ? 

Faith Roger, ſhall I tell thee, for a married man at all to range after 
forreign game, is but buying of a ſtock ar Gleekz he layes our, and 
bids high, in hope to find a Tib there, and when all is done, he hath 
for the moſt part better Cards in hisown hand, How wouldſi thou 
bluſh through all the darkneſs that thou fſinn'ſt in, to be diſcovered 


trafficking with ſuch night andoyl ? 


What \* 
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What would So/omou have cenſur'd of this humor of thine, when 
even of the rrick'd-up Curtezan he ſayes, Among the yeung men he 
ſaw 4 Fool that was taken with her beauty ; as ifhe would tell us,that 
ro make up one Incontinent there goesa twofold weakneſs, Youth 
and Folly. A Whore is a deep Ditch, and he whom God is angry 
awith,ſhall fall therein. Is not this enough, but thou reſolveſt to have 
it foul too, — to go to the Devilin a Slough >? | 

*$lid, like the Great Turk, I would ſooner have a Trade, and 
make Horn-rings, than humour the leiſure ofsſuch a ſordid Capid, 
for buſineſs (by being diverſion) is a preſervative, And for a man 
to be a ſlave to ſuch a paſſion, as ſhall throw off that Reputation and 
Gallantry, which is bred in him as a Gentleman and a Man ; is to 
degrade his Creation into the ſcale of that with Beaſts, who are hur- 
ried only by their brutiſh ſenſe and appetite, with excluſion both of 

judgment and reaſon, 

| Iremember three wayes the Ancients had to Antidote themſelves 
againſt the Syrens : The firſt wasto ſtop their ears, and ſurely though 
this was preſcribed to the Vulgar whoſe dull ſpirits bave not fortirude 
to ſce and forbear ; yetthe prefcription is good, becauſe a pleafura- 
ble Vice 1s too prevalent npon Humanity : and thie braveſt confticu- 
tion in a Gentleman differs from a Clown, but as a Garden from the 
common Field, who being of the ſame earth, would be overgrown |, 
with the ſame Weeds and Boſhes, were he not daily kept clean by] 
drefling, pruning, and with induſtry, 

A ſecond was, with Uyſſes,to tye themſelves to the Maſt : and this 
was for the nobler ſort, yet morally wiſe and politick ; who by the 
ſtrength of their own reſolution could hear, and ſtand bound by their 
conſtancy from yielding to their plealing charms. 

But the third and moſt ſublime was that of 0rphews, who by his 
Celeſtial Muſick and his ſongs of the gods, drowned the very ſound 
of their loudeſt and moſt enticing Notes, And certainly the con- 
remplarion of Religion, the Deity, and thoſe incorruptible Eſſences, 
that ſo purely mount upon the pinions of the wings of Reaſon, will 
bear upthe exalted Soul out of the air, and reach, of theſe low and 
ſubterraneous paſhons, though appropriated to ſuch ſhapes as moſt 
do take the ſenſes : and will in the end by degrees inthrone the mind 
inſuch a delight in them,as ſhe ſhall therein truly find more ſolid and 
[more raviſhing ſolaces,than in all thoſe momentaneous blandiſhments 
that the fleſh can bubble up. Bur if thou beeſt not hardned in this, 
think bur how thou couldſt digeſt a Grooms admiſſion by thy wife, 
and do bur call ro mind the ſolemn Ingagement that thou mad'ſt at 
Marriage, againſt which Incontinence is not the leaſt offence, ſince 
Sod, his Church,che 6 07. ewyra R ecord, will be ever ready as 
witneſſes to ſentence and condemn thy perjury. Which in thoſe that 
are wedded is ſo great, that the looſneſs (though highly criminal) is 
loft in the very name of the fault : It being ſtyled alone Advewrry, as 
contrary to that ſacred Vow atteſted by ſuch Evidence, 


m—_ 
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Laſtly , remember bur how thou likeſt thy ſelf when thou com'tt. 
off, and then if thou wilt continue 1xdian and worſhip theſe Damons 
ſtill, I know nothing that can ſooner cool this Devotion; than:a 
deeper place in the Pool than either Huntſmen or Falkoners found 
and though ic would be ſome trouble to ſee my friend there, yer-it 
would be better than the Guelding-block, or waſting like a Deer 
after Rutting time, which is much feared by 


Thy Friend, PHILANDER.,. 


IX. 
With ſome of bis Poems,and the Charafter of the Low Countries 


MAD AM, 


[ Cannot ſo forfeir Judgement as to make you Patroneſs to theſe 

light Trifles, they are wealthier Fancies that would be dignified 
by your Name, When I have lookt on things of this nature, 1 
have never done it without ſomething of Severe. in my Thoughts , 
having ever held of Poetry as the Cynick didof Love,thar *tis bucthe 
idle Man's buſineſs: And ſuch ſhort compoſures as are theſe at 
beſt ; are but as Fire-works at Tryumphs, They crackle, ſhine and 
offer at Heaven it ſelf, bur in a moment they fall and are extin&'un- 
profitably. As I now preſent them you are ar liberty co cenſure 
wichour Obligation of defence z and if you pleaſe to rake me favou- 
rably, I have only preſumed ro obey: Which fin my Conſcience 
will per{ſwade me to be more Venial, if your Ladyſhip, withyour 
pardon permit me toinjoy the much covered Honour of remaining 
( Madam ) | 


Your moſt obedient Servant. 


X. 
To a Dettor of Phyſick. 


Fiith Diftor , . 
Ince the weather is like to freeze your Phyfick, I may preſume 
'I to find you art home ar leiſure to read this running Letter, which 
purpoſely halts to tell you, char by this weeks Carrier you ſhall re- 
ceive the Module of the World ina Box, S142 100 
For ſince the great buſineſs of Kingdoms and Common-weakhs 
(if clearly viewed) according totheobſervation of Sixers Quintar, 
are ofren managed by the ſame weak grounds, -and eabie deceipes 
that Children guidetheir play with: Why may they hot be» repre- 
ſented by what I now have ſent you, J.-4 
And therefore if at firſt you take them for the and his Con- 
clave, it cannot be much out of the way, ſince the Learned play of 


_Goole 
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Gooſe was gravely there invenced. And though by their poſture 
and pecking toward tha great noddle , you would {wear'them to 
be a Houſe of Commons and their Speaker ; Yer conſidering how 
| filemly and cloſely they carry things , you will incline rather 
to believe them aCouncel of State and the Preſident, Eſpecially 
when reaſon tells you, the Gooſe cannot keep (weet in the place 
above a month at moſt. 

Well, whea 1 ſee thcir Ruffs and gravity , methinks the Lord} 
Mayor and the Court of Aldermen are before me, unleſs you will 
take in the Common-Councel too, for the more wilſciy ordering 
cheir Militia and their Priviledges. 

But by the Lark being there, who ſings and ſoars high, as if ſhe 
meant toſhow ns Heaven and Reformartton.it ſhould be the late Af- 
{ſembly of Divines and their Prolocutor. For it you obſerve when 
ſhe is mounted to her higheſt pitch, ſhe falls at once and beds in the 
[earth the baſeſt of rhe : 

1 Becauſe ſhe is a water-fowl, ſome perhaps may take them for the 
1Admiraland his Mariners. But ſurely be was nearer trurh thar 
cry'd them up for a Commince and the Chair-man. They fic as 
cloſe ss if all were withdrawn and they at their Vore,and this doubr- 
leſs bad been the right meaning, bur rhar there is never a Rook or 
1Bird of prey among chem, 
If you remember how you have ſeen the {alacious and devouring 
ow beat out the harmleſs Marten from his neſt , that he may 
irp it wherc he never builr s You will be poſitive, they are Coun- 
-Sequeſtrators, if not Haberdaſhers- Hall. 
By 7 > 5 (aD atremtion , who _ a= _ them b- - an 
1in 1s Congregation, yetl contels the ereQi their 
| Pets like hands fred up at the Covenant, that ic couldack 
{bur mind me ofthe ſhorr-liv'd Presbyrery, Bur then obſerving the 
{Plover there, who like the Hypocrite uſes to cry here 'tis, here cis, 
Jas if it would ſhow us ſome new light ; though the deſign is only 
to fool you further off from her own haunt. I never doubt bur 'tis a 
Conventicle, and ſome Lay-brother teaching them, 

Oh! Bur beholding the long-Bills, I durſt do no other but allow 
{ir for an Army and their General, and eſpying a Diver with a black 

iece among them, I was the more confirm'd in't , he was ſo 
v3 ar WY lagging behind , methought i d lik 

-» By gelagging , me tn appear'd like a 
C -Seſhions with Por the Juries abour it lining ro the 
» Where undignifi'd birds perch ir on the Bench, while the 
4Geutry (ifany at all) are faino ſneak bur in the train or taile, 
When the writing quality ofthe Gooſe corhes ro mind, I ſtraight 
ink ofthe Uni and her Chancellour, 
Burt indeed after all, when I look upon them with their heads off,! 
refolved they wereof the Royal party z fo muſt be either rhe Bi- 

and his Dioceſe, or the late Houſe of Lords a 

| | X Thu: 
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Thus -you ſee they may fit all Societies you ball pleaſe to apply 
chem to, even from the Emperour and his Nobles to the meaneſt 
Maſter and his Family z and you will beleeve this the truer , when 
you know that in a Pye as part of my thanks, there is an -inthron'd 
Gooſe, attended with Woodcoks, Plovers, Wild-fowle, Partridge, 
Larks and Sparrows, Veniſon is ſo wild, as'tis run out of our Coun- 
ery. Being a Princely diſh, it was neceſſary it (hould fall with irs Ma- 
ſter. This, though a dead commodity, hopes to be made welcome 


in London. Citizens are ever kind totheir kingred, and for this rea- | 


ſon perhaps neither you nor they will be angry with me, who it may 
be am the greateſt fool of all for writing thus, though in earneſt 
Tour affettionate Servant, 


X [. " 
To the Lord C.].R. 


My LORD, 
Bs put upon a Tryal for vindicating the tight of the Antient In- 
heritance of my Family, gained from me by a Verdi& laſt Af- 
ſizes, by what mcans I ſhall forbear to ſpeak: I cannot bur think my 
ſelf very happy to have it heard before your Lordſhip,whoſe know- 
ledge inthe Laws and unalterable Integrity are ſo Conſpicuouſly e- 


©4minent, that as the unjuſt cannot hope, ſo the juſt can never fear a 


partiality. God knows 1 am fo far from taking away anothers right, 


as I would not do revenge to preſerve my own. I ſhall therefore ſay | 


nothing at all of the Cauſe, but ſubmir ic wholly and freely ro your 
Lordſhips upright Judgment, as upon a full hearing it ſhall appear 
before you. Only I though it might very well become me (for the 
juſt fame of your Merit in this Common-wealth,) to manifeſt not 
only chis, but the deſire I have to be eſteemed 

Tour Lordſhips affetHtonate Servant, 


XIL 
To Remilia. 


It t you alone CMadam, 

WW Ho I think have that gracious Prerogative of Convincing Ig- 

norance with delight, For you have made ſo much of me, 
and afforded me ſo muchexcellency of Converſation by your _ 
neſs and Friend(hip, thatI do confeſs ( beſides the infinite Obliga- 
tion that lies on me by your Favours) 1 find my ſelf deceived even 
beyond my own expeRation. For I thought I had known you ſo 
long , that I had been thoroughly acquainted with thoſe excellent 
endowments, which even from your yourh — up with You. 


Bur I ſee vertue is a perpetual Spring, ever budding forth ſome 
eb _ beauty 
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beauty or other ro” take the appretienſion of the beholder, Thus 
the longer I know, the more I admire y as if you had a faculty be- 
yond the condition of your own frail Sex', ro honour your years 
with the luſtre of new graces. Like ſome rare Plants that content 
not themſelves with one ſingle Flower, though excellent : but glory 
Rill in the ſucceſſion of varieties, through which you have the —— 
rage of the ordinary ſort of Ladies ; who while in a ſhort time their 
whole ſtock of goodneſs may be eaſily found , yours bordering on 
Heaven doesthereby grow eternal : So Jewels of tranſcendent value 
{carce ever come to | wi rye by rhe eye , but the more we 
gaze the greater Radiance do we find ; and when we think we have 
viewed all,ſome new Ray is darted which til] keeps up our wonder. 
Certainly,had the World of Women been thus qualified, Man woul 
have thought he had been ſtill in Paradiſe, or at leaſt that he had 
met with this life but as an earneſt of the happicr to come, Thus 
you hold me till with you in my thoughts, and they cannot but owe 
you my beſt thanks and my beſt prayers roo, That you may conti- 
'nue to be happy till you arrive at that wherein you ſhall continue! 
ever, and I hope be attended by (Madam ) | 
| Tour ever faithfully devoted Servant, 


KILL 
To a Perſon of Honour. 
My Lord, 


T= certain that every day was St, Swithens, till your Letter like 

the Dove ſhewed the abatement of the Waters, and dry'd up 
thoſe flouds that dwelt in our eyes:So welcome was the news of your 
own wiſhed health and the Generals high civility, Certainly, your 
Family muſt ere& ſome Statue to his Name,for you are as much ob- 
liged to his Courteſic as the Nation to his Courage and Condud , 
which ſhews how ViRorious he can be without his Arms. And that 
there are other waies to clear the Complexion, beſides thoſe of blows 
and bloud letting;fince by ſuch ſoft waies of Peace he can caſt ſuch e- 
verlaſting chains upon others. And however his favours may lead to a 
proſperous ſucceſs in your affairs, yet I am confident they will retain 
no diminution of their Luſtre by any the leaſt Injuftice in your 
friends proceedings, 

In that of the Lady WF. I have drawn up what is to be conſidered, 
and what to be urged ; which may ſhow the grounds that thoſe with 
you are to Limbe the piece upon,and will be much berrer from the li- 
ving voice,than the dead Paper. Of your friends in C. I hear no ſound 
atall, If I ſhall ſhortly ger to Londey, I ſhall then enquire, and pre- 
ſently tranſmitthe accountthereof to your Lordſhip , fince in any 
buſineſs that relates to your concernments I ſhall findthe content of 
declaring my ſelf 

Tour Lordſhips moſt bumble Servant. 
"Ss 
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_-  * 
To Mr. S. T. 


SIR, 

Bis laſt week at D. where I met your affeRionate Letter , 1 

have been forced to let the anſwering of it Ive upon my ſcore till 
now ; though even the Horſes and the Groom now ſent, be ir ſelf 
an anſwer to part of what you adviſed, Your Intelligence was well 
received at D, which though it hath recourſe to London, yer is fo 
between the Academies, as 'tis rather the centre of both than parta- 
ker ofcither, 1 ſhall nor deſire to give you the trouble of relating in 
writing the Excommunication of the ewo Women at Exeter,bur if 
you pleaſe tolet Mr, W. know of it, I ſhall hear-ir from him. D.Hey- 
lins book Reſponder petrus Ihave 3 'tis a Pen from which every thing 
does uſually drop readily and handſomly, and I am confident in an 


Age capable of enduring Truth, ir ſhall merit much commendation. 
Bur 'tis a hard matter for a particular Truth to combate againſt a ge- 
neral Errovur, or to bear up againſt Arguments and Aflertions back'd 
with edges ; eſpecially when they have been ſo long inſeminated in a 
loomy and tenacious Earth, that they can hardly be weeded up, with- 
out pulling up the roots and earth together, The Papal Presbyre- 
rian is as unconfutable as his Holineſs in his Chair ; who muſt never 
admit to be in any one Errour , leſt thereby it be concluded that he 
may be guilty of more, They put me in mind of what Pliny ſaid of 
him that firſt invented to ſaw ſtones, Fuit quidam important ingentl, 
who though they would make us believe that it were the ſharpneſs 
of their Engine ; yet if ever they cut thorough anything, 'tis not ſo 
much ir, as the tumbling to and fro of the Sand, that by a perpetual 
grating diſpatches their work for ther! + For the other book þ 
write of, Hell-Fire quenched, 1 have heard of ir, but have not yet ſeen 
it ;"it is to be had ; I ſhall rake it for a favour toreceive it from you 
by Mr. W. who will pay for it. I wouldſce what Argumentscan be 
uſed for the prodigious debaſing of man, and deſtroying not onl 
Chriſtian, bur all Religions elſe : How he can - out-go the hone 
Heathen, whoſe Reaſon found a future compenſation after this life, 
to be neceſſary for vindicating the Juſtice of their gods. 

From London we hear for certain,the Lady E, C. hath undone the 
Cavalier party by dying'on Friday laſt z perhaps by Providence ſen- 
tenced thereto for Felony, ſhe by her TY 96 ſtoln the peo- 
ples love from all the reſt of her Tribe. A Lady ſo well cut out b 
Nature, that ſhe might have paſs'd for a Jewel of the larger-fiz'd e- 
ſteem, had ſhe not been ſet in a Medal, that never could endure the 


Touch, 


k 2 XV. To, 
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XV. 
To Sir C. F. 


Ton have Sir, 

O ſeaſon'd me with your freedom and favours, that I muſt take 
time to wean my ſelf from thoſe contents I had in your compa- 
ny : Thus wooden Veſſels f111'd with precious liquor, retain a long 
time afcer both their ſcent and fragrancy. Vhereſoever 1 am, G. 
and Sir F, areſtill in my thought : and I can do any thing {ooner 
than not remember t};em. $So you need not wonder that I give you 
this trouble, ſince indeed I am adtcd by a Genius that compells me 
rot; unleſs I would take up a war with my felt , and artempr to 
{mother thoſe inclinations within me, which are at once borh plea: 
ling and juſt. There wants yet one thing to make up my Obligatj 
on full, and I ſhall not be ſerledromy liking till you pleaſe Ograh 
icme; Thar if you have it not already (as I hope you may) you will 
diſcover ſome way whereby I'may declare , that there is neither 
pains, nor any faculty 1 am a Maſter of, or can aſpire unto, but ir is 
wholly deſtin'd to your ſervice. Seriouſly Sir, I am ſo charmed by 
your goodneſs, your flowing freeneſs,your readineſs to aſſiſt me, the 

pertinency and gratefulneſs of your diſcourſe, that I do not know l e 
ver yct leftany company with more unwillingneſs,or injoy'd it with 
more content. And if after this, Fir I be leſs 1n love with the fururicy 
of my own life, I muſt blame my own Province that hath afforded me 
o little of ſo delightful a conyerſation. Iam now getting a while to 
Loxd, which appears tothis Region as the heart to the body,through 
which its buſineſs-as the ſtirring bloud hath all his circulation, if 
you have not in-the Countrey , you may have ſomething to do 
there, While Iſtay you cannot want an Agent that will glory in 
[your imployment, and wich much earneſtneſs beg that you will ac- 
cept of all the thanks Iam capable of giving , for all thoſe noble ex- 


to confer upon 
Tour faithful and humble Servant. 


i 


X VI. 


To bis much reſpefed Loving Friend, Mr. Owen Felltham 
Gent. Anthoy of the es, be theſe delivered at 
ndon, 


Pax Ehrifti & wera fides, Ofc. 
WW Orthy Gentleman, your witty, grave and ſententious Book, 


choice of Religion ; where I find 


till I came to the 16, Reſolve, of t 
it 


preſſions of friendſhip, that at my being with you, you were pleafed 


the gift of a Friend, I read greedily, taking deJight in your | 
pithy diſcourſes, admiring your _ and ſententious conceits;un- f 


| — — 


LETTERS. A 


77 | 


it to be rruethat which you grant in your Preface, That you do not 
profeſs your ſelf a Schollar : at leaſt here you ſhew your ſelf no i 
vine, blotting the perteion of your former diſcourle;with the black 
ſpot of errour and ignorance in true Divinity, Remember you ſay , 
That this not knowing, makes ws not able to judge , why thendo you 
preſume to judge and-condemn fo raſhly the Roman Church and Re- 
ligion, which you know nor, and whoſe ground3 and Doftrine you 
underſtand not ? Bur I wonder not. You confeſs, That before you 
could diſcern the true R:lizion,you were brought ap in Hereſie, ſucking 
Hereſie with your milk ;, and that even at mans age you did not examine 
the ſoundneſs of it but retained it as the Faith of your Parents, What 
marvell then that you condemn the true Roman Faith, whoſe Soli- 
dity and Truth you never examined,being brought up in errour, with 
an averſion of it > Bur alas ! why do you negle& that upon which 
depends an Erernity of Torments or Joyes ? Is it fit that ſuch a wor- 
thy wit, as yours is, ſhould build your ſalvation upon the weak and 
falſe Opinion of weak and unlearned Miniſters, deſpiſing the infal- 
lible Authority of the Catholique Church 2 I appeal ro your ſelf in 
this point, you ſhall be Judge. You ſay , The Religion of the Church 
of” England # the beſt : your reaſon is, That it makes moſt for Gods 
glory and mans quit, But here you are deceived and deceive : Is it 
wo to God todeprive his Church of five Sacraments, as Prote- 
|{tan's do» Doth it make for Gods glory to deny his Love, Wiſdom 
and Power, as Proteſtants do , denying his real preſence in the Eu- 
*]chariſt or bleſſed Sacrament of our © Lords Supper > Do not Prote 
ſtants derogate from Gods glory, making him the Author of fin , 
and that he predeſtinates men to eternal death by his only Will , 
without any fault > Is it not againſt Gods glory to reach Dorine: 
exprelly againſtthe Scripture, and to make Apocryphal and deny 
divine Authority tothe two Books of Maccabees, Toby, "Eſther, Ec- 
clepaſticus, Wiſdom, &c, as Proteſtants do, and the book Iſend you 
will demonſtrate ? Is it not againſt Gods glory todeny the honour 
of an Interceſſour to his Mother the blefſed Virgin, and tothe reſt of 
his Saints, as Proteſtants do? Is it not againſt Gods glory to difo 
bey his Church, perſecuting her, and perverting her by teaching He- 
reſies, as Proteſtants do > Finally, what glory is it to God,to deny 
| him the holy Sacrifice of the Maſs , andforſake the ancient Roman 
Religion, the Apoſtles preached to rhe world, and God hath prefer 
vEd inviolable from error > And what-Quiet to man, that holds that 
his Church mayerre, and hath no infallible Anthoriry nor power to 
anburthen his Conſcience, nor abſolve bim from his fin, as Prote- ' 
tams hold > Wherefore Proreſtane' Religion cannot be the true 
| Faith, which denieth the gloryro God, and peace to men ; which 
the Roman Church and Religion grants, Yea, but ſay you", The 
Papiſts detratt from God,painting him 4s an old man and by this means 
hs -deifie hin : Oh, how doth paſſion wrap your great wirin the veil 
iznorance | Sir, we derra not from God, to whom we give all 
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Honour, Glory and Praiſe z acknowledging his Deity and Trinity, 

one Deity and Nature in three Perſons, yet not three but one God. 

Ic is true, we paint him as an old man, not repreſenting by that Pi- 

ure the Divine Eflence it ſelf 3 for ſeeing God is inviſible , incom- 

| prehenfible, without members great , withour colours fair, without 

parts meaſurable ; no lineaments of body, no luſtre of Art, no pro- 

portion of ſhape can faſhion or deſcribe him : The reſemblances of 
God the Father inthe form of an old Man, of the Holy Ghoſt in the 

form of a Dove , are bur Explications of the Hiſtories recorded in 

Scripture, or remembrances of the ſhape in which they appeared. 

And-why may not God be expreſſed without detraQting from his 

Deity, in the ſame form and manner whercin he hath manifeſted] 
himſelf to mortal eyes > asto the Prophet .1ſaiah, chap. 6. and to Da- 

niel, chap. 7. wer. 9. So that you calumniate the Church, when you 

affirm us by Images to diſ-deitie Almighty God, 

Neither do we derogate from his Royalty and Glory, interpoſing 
our Merits as you falſely impute, For as St, Fohn ſaith, Chriſt & the 
Vine, we are Branches, Now as it no ways dctracterh from the 
Glory of the Vine , that the Branches be fruitful ; bur rather aug- 
menteth the ſame : So doth ir neither diminiſh the Glory of Chrilt, 
bur rather addeth thereunto ; it his Servants through Faith, Charity 
jand other Vertues inſpired and given by him,do produce fuch works 
as are truly Juſt and Meritorious. Neither are the Merits of Man 
requiſite for any inſufficiency of the Merits of Chriſt, but rather far |. 
_ of their great vertue and efficacy, For the works of Chriſt, 
not only merired with God our Eternal Salvation , but alſo that we 
might obtain the ſame through his Grace and Merits by our own 
Merits. To give light to the World by the Sun, or to give heart 
thereto by fire doth not derogate from the power of God , but ra- 
ther more proveth his Omnipotency, whereby he could work thoſe 
things not only Himſelf , but likewiſe conld give. to his Creatures 
the power of working, This is the Do&rine of the Catholick 
Church, and it is inſolent Madneſs, and intolerable Pride, not to 
believe her being dire&ed and governed by the Holy Ghoſt. 

You further yer charge us with abſurd and wicked Tenets, as to 
hate our enemies to death, to judge it no fin to revenge inju- 
ries. To think it Meritorious to kill an Heretick, That no faith or 
{ fidelity isto be kept with him, Is it pofſible that ſuch a Worthy Ju- 
dicious Gentleman as your ſelf, ſhould beſo far over-whelm'd with 
hatred to our Religion, that you could barbour in your Judgement 
ſuch a wicked opinion of the Catholick Church, where Wiſ- 
dom, Learning and SanRiity flouriſheth inthe higheſt degree > Pardon 
me Sir, you were much too blame, and amongſt Catholicks loſt a 
great deal of Credit by publiſhing to the World ſuch abſurd Do- 
arine for ours, which we deteſt and hate .as much as you your ſelf. 
| What you were ignorant of you ſhould Reverently admire, and not 
Calumniate, nor ſet for our Tenets, the errours our Adverſaries ie 

poſe 


| 


. | Cauſe, do my duty to which my eſtate, & Chariras Chriſti wrger nos 


hope of Salvation, Believe me Sir, I love your perſon, but hate your 
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poſe upon us, VVhart ſatisfaRtion can you give for the injury donero 
Gods Church, unleſs by a Recantation and CorreQion of your 
Books > What account will you give to Chriſt, whea you are {um- 
moned at his Tribunal ſeat for the Calumniations you laid upon his 
Church , by which many ſouls were deceived and withheld from! 
embracing the true Antient Roman Religion ? 

What Ranſome can you give for thoſe deceived ſouls which 
giving Credir ro your Book , perſiſted till death in the Proteſtant 
Religion, and were damned for their Herelie > What Recompence 
for the Bloud of Chriſt Feſ#s ſpilled and loſt in their damnation 
which will cry louder than the bloud of Abel for Revenge againſ 
you ? If you defire therefore to give a good account and ſave your 
ſoul, read this book , follow the Do&trine ic ceacherh you. Take 
once a good Reſolution to live and die a Romane Catholick, then 
do Penance for your fins, Recall and corre& the errours of your 
Book by the help of ſome Carholick Divine : There are others that 
mulſkt be correted in your Reſolve of the choice of Religion, Coun- 
cell the Roman Faith which ſtands more for Gods Glory, and the 
quict and Eternal good of the ſoul; and withour this There is no 


errours, and the zcal of your Salvation moved my Pen far inferior 
ro yours in Eloquence to write theſe rude lines. If my counſel] 
rake effe&, I (hall think my ſelf happy z it nor; I ſhall juſtifie Gods 


I beſeech Almighty God of his mercy, to give you light that you 
may ſee the errors of your new Religion, the Truth of ours ; That en- 
tring here into the Militant Roman Church, you may deſerve hete- 
after to be a Member of the Triumphant in Heaven: So expe&ing 
your anſwer, reſt, committing you to the Proteion of ſweet Jeſus, 


From Cadiz and the Colledge of the Your aſſured Friend and 
Society of Jeſus the 23, Decemb. Servant in Chriſt, 
1637, WiIrLtiam Jonnson, 


XV:lI. 
THE ANSWER. 


For Mr. William Johnſon of the Colledge of the Society of 
Jeſus i» Cadiz theſe, | 


r 


To my Wonder (Sir,) 


mire my Wir, and taxe my : and truly Ithink are de- 
ceived in both. For as I may not allow your Praiſe of rhe one, fol 
muſt not endure the Condemnation of the other ; Since Flartery and 
Diſpraiſe (though their looks be contrary) are ſo near ally'd, as aw 


A Aug uſt laſk I received "ary where I find you ad-| 
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both agree in men _—_— to raiſe the rebuking bluſh, And had 
our Letter been as full of Truth as it pretends Charity , I ſhould 
ave met that Candor in it, which now I muft complain it wants, 
Nor is it the property of Love (which you ſeem to profeſs) to rake 
a worſe ſenſe where a better is more probable, as even inthe begin- 
ning you are pleas'd to fall upon. That 7 ſay 14do nor profeſs my ſelf a 
Scholar, you obje& as marter of [gnorance, forgetting that toany un- 
partial underſtanding, it will be conceived a Scholars life is not my 
profeſhon, For I have liv'd in ſuch a courſe, as my books have been 
my delight and recreation , but not my Trade : though perhaps I 
could wiſh they had. The next you bid me remember that I ſay, 
| T bis not knowing makes us not able to Fudge: And tis true ſay ſo, 
and am ſtill of that opinion. I tell you Religions are in ſome things 
ſer in heights beyond our reaſons reach. What think you of faith > Sr. 
Pand will tell you 'tis the evidence of things unſcen, and ſo unknown, 
Ler me a little bold to ask you, if your reaſon can track the Mi- 
raculous Conception of our bleſſed Saviour 2 Can your reaſon ſatis 


{fie you in the Hypoſtatical Union of his Divine and Humane Na- 


ture, or iffthe Myſtery of the Trinity, the Reſurre&ion and Immor- 
rality of the Soul ? In theſe and many others I do confeſs my weak- 
neſs, bur does this therefore concluJe that I know not the Roman 
Church nor Religion > How come you to know that I know it not ? 
['m ſure I never told you ſo. Next you ſay I confeſs that before I 
could diſcern the true Religion, 1 was brought up in Hereſie, ſuck 
ing in Herefie with my milk 3 and that even at Mans Age I did not 
examine the ſoundnels of ir, but retaincd it as the Faith of my 
Parents. 

Certainly, if I did this I ſcarce deſerv'd your Charity, *Tis a de- 
gree of impiety I have not heard of, that any did continve to live in 
chat Religion which his own Conſcience did tel] him was falſe, and 
he ſo told the World, When you think what an unpardonable fin 
you accuſe me of, I am confident you will. repent your Charge. 
For to my apprehenſion, it may be the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt z 
if there be bur Malice (which you cannot ſee) and I wiſh all Chri- 
ſtians free from. 

But (Sir) can you or any man juſtly from my writings infer this > 
Go again to your own breſt and ſee whether I ſpeak as ex Confeſſo of 
my ſelf, or as a complaint, that *tis a miſery to which mankind is in- 
cident 3 and rhercfore the very next words are, What a lamentable 
weakneſs s this in Man? Accompanied with ſo many complaints 
againl(t ir, asI think it is not poſhble any thing of reaſon can con- 
clude, | mean my ſe!f, What think you of this in St, \ug»ſtine >— 
Semplices & IndoctiRegnum Celgrum rapiunt, nos cum liters noſtris 
4d Lnfernum deſcendimus : The mple and unlearned get up to Hea- 
ven, while we with our knowledge fink down into Hell. As 1 rake 
it the manner of ſpeech is rhe ſame : yet, I hope you will not-out of 
this conclude that St. Auguſtine conteſles himſelf ro be damned, If 


4 
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you would have writ, you ſhould have offer'd Grain, nor Chaffithis 
ſhamesyour Pen. 
After this you charge the Proteſtants of being prejudicial ro Gods 
lory by robbing his Church of five Sacraments. I deny not but 
ome of thoſe may in ſome ſenſe be ſo called z and are fo rermed by 
ſome of the Fathers, But we have not like Authority from Scri- 
pture or Primitive praiſe, as we have for the other two, Nor do 
any ofthe Ancient Fathers certainly define the number ſeven, Nor 
do they all ſo much as in words acknowledge all.In our two all agree 
and ever have agreed, For them we have warrant from our Saviour, 
te Baptizate, &c, Hoc facite, &c. Go and Baptize,&c.Dothis,&c, 
For the real preſence (as you hold it)I take ir for the Monſter of 
your Churet:ln Religionthere may be things above reaſon-but croſ- 
{ing and overthtowing plainly the Fundamentals of Nature and Rea- 
ſon, I believe there are not. Whether you grant your Tranſubſtantia- 
tion by converſion asthe Dominicians,or by ſuceſſion as the Franceſcans 
yet inthe Main you acknowledge a Miracle, elſe 'tis nor Tranſubſten- 
tiate, Now if in any Author Divine or Humane you can tell me of a 
Miracle wrought, and yet no Miracle appear, as 'tis in this where 
you will have Fleſh and Bloudunderthe Species of Bread and Wine, 
then I have done and ſhall recant my error, When Chriſt turned the 
water into Wine, it appear'd Wine,: When he told the people 
Fairws daughter was not dead but aſleep, they laughed himto ſcorn, 
becauſe to their ſenſe they ſaw it otherwiſe. And if he had brought 
her out ſtill dead, and told them ſhe was alive, would rhey have be- 
liev'd him, or would they not have laughed much more? If ſhe had 
not appear'd alive, where had been his Miracle, or their belicf}Rea- 
ſon, Nature, and Senſe cannot in this kind be deluded with cither 
words or fallacies. But for me to believe that to be Fleſh, which I 


Faith forfeit both my Reaſon and Senſe; . 
For Predeſtination you urge Calvin. Bur ( Sir ) the Church of 
England is not bound to his Tenets, [nor do | hold my Faith from 
him, bur from my bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles. Ler ir ſuffice, 
[ hold man falnto be the ſubje& of Predeſtinarion.I believe no man 
on but by Gods Mercy : No man damned: but by his own de- 
aulr, ow 
The books which are Canonical, I hold to be thoſe which were 
ſo held by the Fews, cited and owned by Chriſt and his Apoſiles , 
and the Primitive Church. And this I take for good Authority, fur- 
cher I dare not go unleſs I could ſee better grounds. | 
Nor do 1 deny the Intercefſion of the bleſſed Virgin and the reſt 
ofthe Saints, by praying for the Church in general. Bur Invocation 
is out of my Rode, 1 uſe to pray to nothing that Ido not ſee, but 
what I kcnow Omnipotent, Omniſcient, and Ubiquirary. <O 
Gods Church though ir be not Roman, 1 obey without reaching | 


ſee and rafte Bread, isto turn Mad- man , and for an unwarrantable 
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In the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, we do not wholly deny 8 
Sacrifice. Bur a proper propitiatory Sacrifice as you hold , we deny 
juſtly. If ir be proper, ſhew us the Body and the Immolation > if 
chat be Inviſible, how is it proper ? 

-| Surely, the true Ancient Roman Religion, which Chriſt and his 

Apoſtlestaught, we hold, and you do nor : having ſuper-firuced ſo 
many Additions and Deviations, that the right old Roman Religion 
and the now profeſſed Roman are two Religions. 

And certainly , if the Judges may be indifferent , wehave much 
the advantage of you : For we have the ſacred Scriptures,our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, his Apoſtles, and the purer Primitive Times , and the 
late Reformation, or Revivement rather,all on our fide : And you 
have only the intervention of 800. years, for ſomethings it may be 
more, and for others much leſs ; and theſe cicher groundleſs or a- 
gainſt grounds. 

As for Gods Church, we believethar it agrecing with Scripture 
caunoterre, I believe before. the Scriptures were written , the 
Churches power was abſolute and Arbitrary, guided by the Spirit 
of God : But they being writen by Divine Inſpiration, and ſhe ac- 
cepting them from her Rule, became tryed to them, which ſhe did 
confirm , not make, If you urge things warrantable by theſe , or 
not againſt them, we obey ; if croſſing theſe , the Anſwer is with 
the Apoſtles, Whether is « better 40 obey God or Man, judge you. 
Every man has liberty allowed him by our Church to disburthen 
his own Conſcience, ro which (though not compelled) he is exhor- 
ted'z and ifhe does,” the Prieſt has Authority to abſolve him, And 
this in theſe rhings I underſtand for the Doctrine of our Church: 
which are ſo well vindicated by men ſo infinitely above my abili- 
ties, aSin my reaſon I am ſo well ſatisfied, as I deſire nor to be faur- 
ther Controverſial. 

I deny rot but ſome private men, by the too much liberty of the 
Preſs, (which, I acknowledge a fault } may perhaps have publiſh'd 
ſome things not ſo Orthodox 3 bur what are theſe ro me, while 
they wander from Foundations ? I am neither Z#inglian, nor Lu- 
theran., nor Calviniſt, nor Papiſt, but Chriſtian; for 1 build not on 
men,; but on God and his-Chureh agreeing. His Church I believe 
-may erre, I mean a particular Church, which yet may be a true} 
Church, and ſohis : Butchis of his univerſal Church lawfully con- 
gregated and free, in marters of Faith, I averre, nor. 

. Well, you are uow. come tocharge me with impoſing Tenets.on 
your Church, which you ſay-fhe holds not.  Bue in this Charge you 
charge me with mpre than ever I put upon:you,as To hate your Enc- 
. | migs 10death, To. judge ito; fin.to revenge Injuries;theſe,it you read 
again, youwill find-I charge on the Fews,; not you 3:t0 clear which! 
you have it, -That he deſerves not the name of a Rabbi,that hates nor| 
his enemies t6 death, | confeſsthey are put promiſcuouſly, but ſo as| | 
- ſany that would not willingly miſtake, may diſtinguiſh chem, And 

you 
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you may as well ſay, I charge you with Turciſme as with thele Fuda- 
iſmes tor all are ſpoken alike. 

No (Sir) they are only four things I charge you with : Two, 1 
ſuppoſe you will not deny ;z and the other two, I think, I may 
prove, 

The Firſt is that you derogate from God the Father by pourtray- 
ing him as an old man ; and this I cannot believe but you do. You 
ſay, they are but Explications in 1ſaiah and Daniel; in 1ſaiah I find 
him nor deſcribed after this manner,but Sitting on 4 Throne with ſuch 
4 2lory,as filled the whole Earth ; and at the brightneſs of whoſe preſence 
even the Angels (as not able to endure it) covered their faces with 
their celeſtial wings, If you could paint ſuch a Glory , I could ſay 
ſomething in excuſe : Surely 'tis a vain attempt in man, when in the 
moſt elevated ſpeculations of his mind he cannot comprehend a 
Deity, that he will yet preſume by a Painters dull hand and deader 
colours to decipher him. In Daxzel I find him called the Ancient of 
dayes, and his hair as pure Weol: Burt what Authority is this to ſhape 
all his parts like man > Incither Viſion there is ſomething not deline- 
able; in 1[aiah the Lintels of the door moved ar the Voice, and in 
Daniel-the Books were opened : Or ithe did thus out of ſpecial fa- 
vour to his beloved Prophets, aſſume a ſhape ro comply with their 
Capacitics, who yet knew to them he was not in himſelf contem- 
plable z ſhall we dare to obtrude him flatted by a Pencil, to the 
gaze of ſuch as judge but what they ſee > If we were to paint Man, 
we could not give him leſs ; and ſhall we ſo limn God, as not to give 
him more > Theſe were Viſions extraordinary, which we have not 
warrant to draw into ordinary praftice. Gods Commandments are 
to be followed by us, bur all his ations draw not into example; el- 
pecially ſuch as theſe whereof we find no encouragement , bur in ſe- 
veral places abſoiute prohibitions, as — All Nations are to him as no- 
thing, leſs than nothing and vanity ; 10 whom then will ye liken God ? 
or what ſimilitude will ye ſet up unto him ? and this repeated inthe 25, 
Verſe. And a little after God ſayes, He will not give his praiſe to 
Images, Yea,and in Dewt. Moſes delivers it with a -- Cavete walde ; 
for ye (aw no ſimilitude in the day that the Lord ſþake unto you in Horeb, 
eur of the midſt of the fire, Methinks for this you mighr take Gods 
own word to Moſes,— Thos canſt not ſee my face, for there ſhall no man 
ſee me and live —. How then can we repreſent that which yet we ne- 
ver could, and God himſelf ſayes we cannot ſee? By his glorious 
Attributes God is known, but no corporeal ſhape could ever yet ex- 
preſs him. What dimenſions will you give to him that has none ? 
He that will paint himſelf a God, gueſſes out an Idol; and even his 
Back-parts (as they are called) were ſo bright,as by Moſes they were 
undeſcribable : His converſation with God in the Mount ſticking 
ſuch a glory upon him, as the Pcople were not able to look on, 
How deteſtable it was to the Fews I need not tell 3 nor do I believe 
in the primitive Times that you can find a Father pleading for't: 
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The Council of Elibers ſayes, — Placuit pitturas in Eccleſia eſſe non 
debere, ne quod colitur ,aut aderatur in parietibus depingatur:We con- 
ceive there ought to be no pictures in the Church , -leſt that which 
ought tobe ny 3&7 and worſhipped , be painted upon the walls. 
Saint Ambroſe was not of your opinion when he ſaid, — Inviſibils 
Dei Imago non in eo eſt quod widetur,ſed in eo utiq,quod non videtur, 
The inviſible Image of God is not in that which 1s to be ſeen , but 
in that which is not ſeen. And again,—Nec corporalibus oculis Dew 
qneritur, nec circumſcribitur wiſu,nec tau tenetur : God is not to be 
ſought with coporal eyes, neither is he circumſcrib'd by fight, nor 
can he be retain'd by any corporal feeling. How then can ſuch be 
ſer in Figure > 1»ſipientie ſumme eſt, & impictatis, figurare quod at- 
vinum eſt "lt is the higheſt folly and the greateſt Impiety,to make a- 
ny draught of that which is Divine. Saith Damaſcene, to which alſo 
Durand does accord, - Fatunm eſt imagines facere ad repreſentan 
dum Deum : 1t is a ſottiſh thing to make any Image wherewith God 
may be repreſented. And your Aqvines , 500. years after him , 
has it poſitively thus, —-7pſs autem wers Deo cums ſit incorporewsnul- 
la Imago corporalis poteſt poni : Fot the true God, {ince he is incorpo- 
real, there ought no corporal Image ro be made. Saint Auguſtine 
comes home to your own phraſe of Explication, Neſcio quid in nobs 
[piritualiter & corporaliter facit Dew-quod nec ſonus ſit quipercutiat, 
nec color qui oculis diſcernatur, nec odor qui naribus captatnr,nec ſapor 
qui faucibus indicetur, n'c durum & molle quod tangendo ſentiatur:& 
ramen aliquid eſt, quod ſentire facile, explicare non poſſibile : I know 


[ not how it is, that both ſpiritually and corporally God ſtill worketh 


inus; fince he is neither a ſound that is audible, nor any colour dif- 
cernable by fight, nor any ſcent that is taken by the Noſtrils nor,any 
taſte that is guſtable by the Palate ; he is neither hard nor ſoft, nor 
to be perceived by feeling : and yet he is ſomething to diſcern,but not 
poſfibly unfold or explicate. Yea, even before the Goſpel it ſeems it 
was the opinion of the wiſer ſort of Philoſophers, — Zenophon for- 
mam Dei wveri negat videri poſſe, & ideo queri non oportere.-— NQuem 
colimus Deum, nec oſtendimns nec videmus ; imy ex hoc Deum credi- 
mus, quod cum ſentire poſſumns, videre non poſſumus : Zenophon de- 
nied that cver the form ofthe true God could be ſeen, and therefore 
we ought never to be in queſt ofir, — The God that we worſhip we 
neither ſhow nor can ſee; andeven fromthis we know him to be 
God, That though we can perceive him, yet with corporal eyes we 
never can behold him, Sayes the eloquent Lawyer. 


know he isnot pourtrayed, yet the poor and uncapacious Vulgar 
think him to be ſuch as they ſee - VWhereby the Fools Jeer in the 
Pſalme falls upon them,---Thou thoughteſt I was even ſuch as thy ſelf, 


but 1 will reprove thee, &c. And ſure in ſo many Fathers of Tres, it 


may appear a kind of Solceciſmein judgment, that they wouldreach 
One 


a ak 


| 


If there were no more bur the evil conſequence, it were enough | 
to deter all Chriſtians from ir, For , however your more learned | 
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one thing by Example , and yergive the contrary in precept ; as to 
allowthe illuſtration ofthe Divinity by Figures, and yet teach the 
people that the Divinity cannot be figured. © Beſides all this that it 
does among the ruder Chriſtians , it infinitely ſcandals our Religion 
and God among ſtrangers : If the ignorant 7ndian or remote Ameri. 
cas (hall find the Chriſtians God an old man, and ſometimes with 
three faces to one body, as I have ſeen the lewd Idol of the Trinity ; 
and ſometimes two bodies and a Dove ; or an old Man, a Lamb and 
a Pigeon : They have no reaſon but to think as well of their own 
proper Idols ; and ofthe two, Heathen Fupiter may as well be lik'd; 
tor he was figur'd as man in his firength, naked, and with Lightning 
in his hand : Burt yours is in decrepit age, weaponleſs, and wrap'd 
in Furs, as if he ne:ded warmth, And tor the other, the old Roman 
Trivia may as well be reckon'd cn, 

Theſe are not only guilty of dif-deifying him, but they turn God 
into a procigy,and confirm ſuch as are yet no Chriſtians more ſtrong- 
ly in their own Idolatry, — Sic 4 c@lo deorſum gravant, & 4 Deo 
vero ad materias avocant: Thus grolly they fink down from Heaven, 
and from the true God unto dull materials lead their Proſclytes. 
Thus from.being a moſt purc, omnipotent and incomprehenſible ſpi- 
ritual Eſſence (and by being ſo conceived, aweth the inquiſitive and 
revolutive Soul of man) he is hereby degraded, and thruſt down in- 
to the ſcale of the finful, weak, corruptible creature , which necds 
»|muſt load him with contempr. 

To my apprehenſion the Apoſtles is even a home Tax to this , 
—— When they profeſſed themſelves to be wiſe they became fools : Foy 
they turned the glory of the incorruptible God to the ſimilitude of the 1- 
mage of acorruptible Man, Queſtionlefs it was to avoid this z that God 
in all his Colloquies and Appearances to man,did ever come in ſome- 
thing that was ſhadow z as if he would be ſo inveloped as man ſhould 
not know how to pencil him ; ſuch was the Burning Buſh, the Pilar 
of fire, the Cloud, the thick Darkneſs, the Whirlwind, the (mall ftill 
Voice, and the like, 

And even to this may be added that which Saint Ambroſe ſayes , 
after he had wholly condemned the deſcribing God in a bodily 
ſhape, when God ſhewed himſelf in any outward Figure, Nos Pa- 
ter intelligitur, ſed Fillus : The Son, and not the Father, is under- 
ſtood. | | 

For the figuring of the Holy Ghoſt by a Dove, ir may be plead- 
ed that the appearance was more open, as being ſ#b dis,in the clear 
day, and witneſſed by many ; whereas the other were Viſions, and 
not perſpicable with corporal but mental eyes. Of this I find two 
Opinions; one that ir was a real Dove that appeared, thus Terruli-! 
an, Saint A"guſtine, and your Maldonate : If this be true, how muſt 
the Holy Ghoſt be alwaies put in this form > You may with the! 
ſame reaſon for the Devil paint a Herd of Swine, becauſe with our, 
Saviours lcave he entred and precipitated them into the Sea, The! 
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other opinion is, that it was an aſſumed ſhape ; not that it was a 
Dove indeed, but appeared fo ro the Beholders : and this ſeems to 
ſute with the words of the Text, which ſayes it was quaſi Columba, 
as if it had beena Dove : And it it were bur like, it could not be the 
thing really, ſo not the ſhapeof the Holy Ghoſt upon every occafi- 
on to be put upon it, fince at other times it varied, So that though 
perhaps the hiſtorical uſe reſtrained to that ſtory only, may not be 
totally unlawful ; yet in regard no hurt can come by omitting it , 
and there may be harm by the repreſentation, (for which we have 
no Authority from Scripture ) I think it were better forborn, And 
becauſe the Canon forbids the expreſſing Chriſt by the form of a 
Lamb, Carazza from the {ame reaſon concludes, — Prohibuerunt 
Spiritum Sanitum ſub Columba figurari : They forbad the Holy Ghoſts 
being repreſented in the form of a Dove. 

The ſecond is that I charge you with interpoſing of Merits ; *tis 
confeſs'd I doſo; and I perſwade my ſelf moſt juſtly : You will not 
deny but your works through. grace are meritorious ; Thus Bellay- 
mine, Operabona juftorum abſolute eſſe meritoria vite aterne ex con- 
digno : The good works of juſt men abſolutely, and out of condigni- 
ty do deſerve eternal life, And Yaſques plainly in a manner excludes 
the merits of Chriſt; he hath it thus, —— Cam opera juſttcondigne 
mereantur vitem eternam, tanquam aqualem mercedem & premium, 
non opus oft interventu allerius meriti condigni , quale eſt meritum 
Chriſti, ut its reddatur vita eterna :: Since the works of the juſt do 
worthily merit eternal life as an equivalent reward and recompence, 
there is no need of the intervention of any others merit of condigni- 
ty (as is the merit of Chriſt ) whereby eternal life may be obtained. 
And the Council of Trept bluſters out Anathema, Accurſed, to thoſe 
who do not hold it. *Tis true, ina regenerate man I believe the eſ- 
ſence of the work is good, becauſe Grace isthe primus motor, Firſt 
mover : but in all men theſe works are ſtained both privatively and 
poſitively : Privatively, by want of perte& Charity, —  Plenifima 
charitas eſt 'n neminc , illud autim quod minus eft quam efſe debet , ex 
wvitio eſt; cx quo vitio non eſt juſtus in terra: Perte& charity is not in 
any body, and that which is leſs than it ought to be, is from detet 
and (in; and by this means there is not any man juſt in this world. 
Can youthink your charity, while you have your fleſh about you , 
can bear that noble flame it ought > Can you love God as you 
ought, and that without diftration > Can you heighten ir to that 
clear brightneſs which the Apoſtle gives it > Certainly, if I ſhould 
think ſo, though my Faith were very ſtrong, I ſhould have cauſe to 
doubt my own ſalvation : Nay, the ſtronger it were,the more I were 


{indanger, becauſe ar laſt I ſhould find it miſplaced, and my Faith 
| would be in works, and not in Chriſt that ſaveth, 
|: Secondly, There is in all mans works a poſitive ill- and this is 


Concupiſcence. Surely you will not deny bur that Saint Paul was 


|a regenerate man when he wrote his Epiſtleto the Romans, yet he is 


plain 


- 
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plain in this caſe and ſayes, 7 hat when he would do'7o0d, he is thus yo- 
ked, that evil is preſent with him, And after he has found a delive- 


rance from this by Chriſt, lc he might in himſelf be thought witch- 
out fin, he concludes thus, Then I my ſelf in mind ſerve the Law of 
God, but in my fleſh the Law of ſin. Davzd of himſelf will not own 
any ſuch perfection, bur makes God the God of bis righteouſneſs. 
The forenamed Apoſtle held on in the ſame ſteps, and ſayes, By the 
orace of God I am that I am : and leſt this ſpeech might be taken of 
his Vocation, in the ſame Verſe he ſpeaks the ſame of his works, 
1 laboured more abundantly thay they all, yet not 1, but the grace of 
God which # in me. | 

Job, of all weread, was the moſt confident of his own Inegri- 
ty, (which indeed was rare and gloriable:) To men he boaſted loud, 
and thought ir ſuch, that he began ro brave the Almighty : Bur 
alas! when God came to argue, —Who # this that darkens connſel 
by words without knowledge ? —— Then Fobflags, and falls, and cries 
out, he# wile ; will in humble ſilence with his own hand cloſe his 
mouth , and ar laſt abhor himſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes, Me- 
rit in your ſenſe ! why ſure a Subje&, though he ſpend his Eſtate, 
his Life, his Fame, and allhe has, for the ſervice of his natural 
Prince ; yer he cannot call that ſervice Merit : For all ( if necd re- 
quire) by the Laws of God and Man is in duty owing to him. And 
will you yer believe you candeſerve from God , from whom that 
you had ar all a being, or that Chriſt wasever ſent, was meerly mer- 
cy ?—Ve are juſtified freely by Grace, and (which muſt needs be after 
it in time)— Eternal life i the gift of God, 

And even in that Commandment, which ts ſo oft left out among 
you, (the Second) in the end God ſayes, — He will ſhew mercy unto 
thouſands of them that keep his Commandments. If he calls that Mer- 
cy which he (ſhews to thoſe that do obſerve them, who ſhall dare to 
ſtyle it Merit, exa@ting reward meerly for the works fake 2 Oh vain 
and empty boaſting ! That Man, who cannot bur be daily confcious 
to himſelf ofhis own Imperfe&ions, ſhould yer dare to conteſt with 
God, andchallenge Heaven as debt for the worth of the work he 
hath wrought 2? 

It cannor be called Merit i your acceptation, withour ſuch a bal- 
lance of worth as to over-weigh, or ar leaſt fully to counterpoiſe,the 
thing that it obtains. And in this way towards merir Man cannot 

o higher than in Martyrdom ; but how much inferior all the works; 


riſan of Erernal Life, and the unchangeable felicity of che Saints, be 
you: bur judge z or dobur remember how the Apoſtle fleights them 
'with a——Reor minint pares, &c, I think them notfit to be com- 

ared, | 
p Further; ieis not in the power of any Creature, byirſelfroraiſe 
it ſelfro @higher perfe&ion, than in irs firſt creation ir was ſer in : 
Now the height of mans perfe&ion was a---Poſſe 07 an” 

| mi 


all the Perpefſions of Man are (of which God has no'need) in compa-| 
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might not have finned ; and there he might have ſtood : Bur now 
in his glorification he attains roa — Non poſſe peccare , That he can- 
not fin 3-to which by himſelf or his own nature he could never riſe , 
but as he is carried by his merits that was more than man, *T is Chriſts 
Magnetick force which draws the faichtul afrer him 3; who touch'd 
h they have the adhering quality, ye like Needles 
ey quiver, When all the aitraftion is in the Load- 


by him , thouz 
as they hang th 
{tone only. 

You may pleaſe to confider beiides, That whatſoever is Gods 

own peculiarly, the creature cannot have an Intereſt in, bur by his 
free donation, Joyes unſpeakable and glorious are Gods alone : 
their fountain is in him, Man may do good works, ations brave and 
ſplendid 3 and God may beſtow thoſe in recompence of theſe : yer 
had they all the perfetions Humanity can be capable of , Iſee nor 
how they can merit that from God, which bur meerly by his mercy 
he is not bound to part withall, Lcr a Subje& do his Prince never 
| ſo great, never ſo goodly ſervice z 'rtis true, | believethe Prince both 
may and will reward him (as is uſual) wichone or other Tirle of 
Honour : But thouzh he does, even that which we do call reward, 
isin him an a& of bounty, which if he did not do he did no wrong, 
becauſe the root of Honour is in himſelf, and freely *tisin his own 
choice, whether he will impart ir or no. Good works to be rewar- 
[dable we acknowledge as well as you 3 nay more, we believe God 
has bound himſelf ro reward them , bur 'tis by his meerly graci- 
ous mercy, and his free voluntary promile, and no way for the value 
of the work done. 
And it ſeems to me, that the Princes of this world, as led by the 
ſame inftin&, and jealous of their own Prerogativesz though they 
have highly rewarded their Favourites with Honours, yer they have 
cared for the moſt part to have thoſe rewards expreſſed as the as 
of their own free grace and bounty, Thus Philip le Beau of France, 
creating Jehn the ſccond Duke of Brittaign into the title of a Peer 
of the Realm, after enumeration of many Services; the Patent runs 
thus, — Ipſum de gratia noſtra promovemus in Parem,Cc.Of our fa- 
vour we advance him to the degree of a Peer, &c. 

Anno 1433,” the Succeſſor of the ſaid Duke made Fean de Beau- 
manoire Lord of Bos,@c. and the Patent hath ir thus, —Povur parte 
de remuneration de noſtre grace, —avons donne,& ec In part of recom- 
pence of our grace and fayour we have given, &c. And Spaniſh Pa- 
rents I have ſccn having it,>— £ ſatisfattion delos dichos ſervicios de 
mi proprio motu, &c, In ſatisfaQion of the ſaid ſervices of my proper 
motion, &c, In England anciently. they faid, — Sciatis quod nos de 
gratia noſtra ſ peciali,& mero motu noſtr is, — conceſſerimus,&c, Know 
ye, Thar of our ſpecial grace and our free motion we have gran- 
ted, &c, - In the Bull of Piws the fifth, whereby he created Coſmo di 
Medicis, Magnum Etruris Ducem, Great Duke of Tuſcany'or Flo- 
renct;the words are theſe, - Mor proprio---& mera liberalitate noſtris 
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ate, &c, And though ſometimes perhaps they call'd thoſe ſervi- 
ces Merits (as comparatively I deny not bur they might) yer they 
never held them ſuch as could exa reward, bur as their bounties 
prompred them, ; 

Ir ſeems that the Fathers of former times had no ſuch haughty 
conceits, The opinion of St. Gregory.concerning merits, is of ano- 
ther ſtrain, when he affirms- Omne wvirtutis noſtr e meritum eſſe viti- 
"mn, omne:m himanam Juſtitiam eſſe injuſtitiam,ſi deſtricte judicetur : 
If ir come to be preciſely judged of, all the Merit of our Vertue is 
Vice, all humane Juſtice is Injuſtice. For which he had Authority 
ſufficient, Pſal, 143. 2 Fob. 9. 20, Pſal, 139. 3. St. Bernard is as 
Orthodox where he ſaies, —Hoc totum hominis meritum,ſi totam ſpem 
ſuam ponat in eo qui totum ſalunm fecit. Sufficit ad meritum ſcire quod 
non babemwus merita, All the merir of man is to put his whole truſt in 
him that can wholly ſave us, Tr fufficeth for our merit, ro know that 
we have none. Thar of St, Chryſoſtome ſuits with this Do@rine,- Et- 
fi milles moriamur, e1ſi omnes virtatis animl expleamm ,nihil dlgnum 
gerimus ad ea que ipſi a Deo percepimuws:Should we dye 1060, deaths, 
ſhould we complete all mental vertues;z yet could we do nothing 
worthy of thoſe things that God beſtows upon us, And in one of his 
Homilies he is yer plainer St torum tempus vite hujus occupant 
|obſequia,laudes tentantur,gratiarum attiones inſiſtant, non poteris pen- 
ſare quod debet Should our whole life time be ſpent in obedience in 
linging Praiſes and 2iving Thanks ; yer could we never repay what 
we molt juſtly owe, St, Ambreſe cries out, -Unde mihi tantum merit1 
qui indulgentia pro corona eſt : How ſhould I come by any thing of 
merit, when indulgence is the only Crown | have.In the Council of 
Aurange itisas rightly ſaid, -- Debetur mirces bents operibus ſi fiant,ſed 
Gratia 9u# non debetar precedit ut fiant, Neminem niſi Des miſerante 
ſalvari--& multa in homine bono fiant, que non facit homo. Nulla ve- 
ro facit homo bona que non Dews preſtet ut faciat homo, There is a Re- 
ward cueto good Works when they are done, bur grace that is not 
due precedes them that they may be done 3 withour mercy from 
God there is not any manthat can be ſaved—and there are many 

ood things done by man which man does not do : But yer does man 
Jo nothing that is good , but what God firſt does work in him,thar 
thereby he may be able to do ir. 

But ſay you, Chriſt merited that we might obtain Salvation by our 
own merits, The plenitude of Chriſts merits we acknowledge, but 
any properly our own, unleſs Ex patFo---By Covenant, by Gods 
free Mercy and Promiſe we deny : Tis true Chriſt merited for us , 
and by the application of his merits through Faith we are ſaved:Bur 
whe re are any our cwn fromthe dignity of works, bur in the late 
writings of ſome of your (ide ? 1 ſay ſome, for all are norof this opi- 
nion, Bur ſuppoſe your own poſition ſhould be granted ( which we 
do not) yet os you cannot merit bur by vertue of Chrilts = , 
m _Way 
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why will you rather call this your own merit than his? Since the 
effe& muſt be ever in debt to the Cauſe. And even tocome to your 
owh inſtance, though the branches be fruitful, yer men do no attri- 
bute their fruitfulneſs ro themſelves,bur to the Vine, without which 
chey could not be at all. If they could be fruitful of themſelves cur 
off from the Vine, it then were theirs peculiarly : Bur when they 
muſt owe it to another, —The Donor is diſhonored, when the Donee 
is intitled to more than can be his due.1t is not in him that willeth, nor 
in him that runneth, but in God that ſheweth Mercy, And he it is that 
worketh in ws both the Will and the Deed even of bis good pleaſure, 
For my pare, pr man to lean againſt the rotten wall of his own 
works, I hold to be preſumption and a hazard, To plant all my ex- 
peRation in my bleſſed Saviour can be neither;his merits are ſuffici- 
ent for me,and | cannot over-honour him by truſting: And ſurely your| 
Cardinal ſaw as much, when he became (o ingenious as to acknow- | 
ledge his Tutiſſimum, &c. 1am reſolved to abandon my ſelf, and am 
confident I ſhall fare the better with God becauſe I depend npon| 
him alone. Beſides Sir, I dare not venture to live in that Faith ,} 
wherein thoſe of your {ide dare not adventure to dye. I believe youf 
can hardly tell me of any one underſtanding Papiſt that ever dy'd} 
confiding in hisown merits for his Salvation. Then I'm ſure they flye 
to Chriſt : So whoſoever pleads moſt for humane merits in his life , 
his Death becomes a RetraRation,and he 1s then glad to let go this}? 
Reed of egypt, to catch at the Staff of Life indeed, Chriſt Feſus, 
Thus your Champion Cardinal (whoſe Learning and Life you 
have not many to equal) in his laſt will bequeaths his Soul to. God 
asa giver of mercies, notas a rewarder of merits. And here among 
us a moſt noble and meritorious Lord of the Roman Faith , who 
truly cannot be too much honoured for his parts and piety, is yer {0 
far from this over-ſtrained errour, that he gives it for his Motto to 
his Arms, Ez Grace affie. Nay , thoſe of your {ide do not only,not 
dye init, butthey do not live init. For however fome licentious 
pens have vented it of the Regenerate in general , 1 could never 
yet meet with any that would perſonally ſpeak it of himſelf in parti- 
- Which ſcemsto me toargue,that cither none of you are Re- 


generate z or elfe, that though it be vored in the groſs , yet you do 


| Laeriins they, 
de Nutfia. Byl - 


not believe that it will hold in ſpecial. It ir be true, why do you not 
own it If not true, why do youreach it ? 

It is as ftrange that thoſe of your fide ſhould aver that the good 
works of thoſe that are renate, ſhould out of Condignity merit Hea- 
ven (which is far beyond all thatthis World can Adminiſter)and yer 

vet under their own hands, that they are not worthy Govern- 
ments Terrene and Finite,as you may find it in the Bull of Leo the X. 
hat conferred the Title of Defenſor Fidei , on our Henry the VIII. 
which is ſubſcribed by himſelf and 27, Cardinals of that time, and 
ſpeaks thus,—Ex ſuperne Diſpoſutionis Arbitris, licer imparibus meri- 
tis Upiverſalis Eccleſia Regimini preſidentes, &c, We the or 
or 
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tor the Government ot the Univerſal Church by the Diſpoſure of 
the Heavenly Will, though with merit no way anſwerable to the fa- 
vour. Away, Away ! If his Holineſs and all his Conclave who pre- 
tend to the Treaſury of the ſuper-abundant merits of all the Saints , 
dare not challenge out of merit tobe Biſhop of Rome: Ler no man 
cver hereafter have the front to think by his own deſert to become 
an Heirto Heaven, | 
Alas ! though man does ſometimes ſomething that is partly 
good, what a ſoil of ill adheres > Evil with his choughts is mixt , as 
with corrupred air, Infe&ion ; and then how advantagious is that a- 
|gainſt goodnefs? It was obſerved of Themiſtecles, That after he de- 
nied Fortune a ſhare in his Victories, attributing all tro himſelf, he 
then became unproſperous 3 And ſurely ſince your Church has thus 
aſſumed Merit for the value of the work it ſelf, you ſhall find it has 
not flouriſh'd as it did before, He that does aſcribe his goodneſs 
to himſelf, does render to the world evenall his good ſuſpeRed, by 
uſurping what is not his own. 

Now, Sir, I am come to the other two 3 That it is meritorious to 
kill an Heretick, with whom no Faith is tobe kep. Which (not to 
{well a Letter too big) depending one upon another, I will link to- 


_ 


gether, Theſe you deny valiantly, and I ſhould be glad you did it 
as juſtly : I know. well enough ſome of your ſide are aſhamed to 
own this Dorine unvizorded, and therefore they ſeek to evade it 
with the Council of Conſtance, where this King killing is covertly 
condemned, bur tacit!y implicd ; for it ſayes, 1t & not lawful and me- 
ritorious for every particular perſon to kill a Tyrant bur wichall ic adds, 
No,. expettata ſententia vel mandato judicts cu; uſcunque: Without ex- 
peRing the ſentence or command of ſome Judge. So that for ought 
is there ſaid, ifthe Pope or any General of an Order,ſentence himor 
Icommand, it may be both lawful and meritorious. ; 

I know allo there is a pretended private condemnation of Mgria- 
na's book, De Rege & Regis Inſtitutione, Of Kings and Kingly Inſti- 
eution : Bur if it be ſerious, why is it not publiſh'd > Or how comes 
itto paſs, that when this book ſhould have been ſuſpended by his 
Holineſs, he was pleaſed to miſtake another ofthe ſame Authors', 
not pertinent tothe buſineſs, and let this ga unreprehended > But 
howſoever theſe ſhifts are offered to dazle weak inſpeions , the 
fats are ſo notorious tothe world, and the approbation of thoſe 
facts manifeſted in ſuch capical letters, as I muſt needs think, cither 
you have rcad very little of your own ide, or elfe that you carry fo 
much confidence about you , as is refolved not to bluſh at any thing 
that can fall from your pen. 

The firſt Fact 1 will ſpeak of is the murther of the Prince of Orenge 
by Gerard,who athis Arraignment confeſſed he had imparted his in- 
tention of murthcr to Gerry, Warden of the Fryers at Tourney,who en- 


— 


Seſſio 15+. 
Conc. Conſt an- 
ticaſis, 


couraged him, gave him his bleſſing, and promiſed to pray for him : 
He confeſſed alſo that he had acquainted a Jeſuire of Treves with 
m 2 
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the marter, and the Jeſuite aflured him, if he dy'd in the atrempe,he 

. , - [ſhould be reckoned in the number of Martyrs. And the Apologiſt | 
| for Fohn Chaſtell (ayes, the ſaid Gerard did that deed — Pour le biew 
Franciſcus ve- | de IaVerrwe, But for this perhaps you may plead the King of Spaius, 
rn cnſen* | perſcription, and his being 2 Subje& 3 which how far he may be ac- 
Cap. 2, counted ſo, that has Soveraign power, may be diſputable: Howſoc- 
ver I am ſure 'tis far enough from Chriſtian charity , at once ( as 
much as in themlyes) to deſtroy bath body and foul, by inlidiating 
an unſumm'd life, | 
| Thenext is themurther of Hezry the third of France , and the 
ſame Author commends this murther of F«wts Clement , as being 
Contra hoſter» publicum & juridice condemnatum, Againſt a pablick 
enemy, and one legally condemn'd. Nay , he goes fo farr as in 
| plain terms to juſtifie Regicide to the world in defiance of the fore- 
| named Conciliary Decree, his words are theſe, —Non obſtante De- 
creto ſupradifti Concilii Conſtantienſis, privaru & ſingalis licitum fot 
Reges Cf Principes Hereſeos & Tyrannidu condemnatos eccidere:Nor- 
withſtanding the Decree of the fore{aid Councu of Conſtance, it is 
lawful for a private perſon, or for any man to take away the lives of} 
Heretical Princes, and ſuch as are condemn'd of Tyranny, If this! 
paſsnot with you, I hope you will give credit tohis Holineſs Sixtas 
2uintwe, whoinan Oration in full Confiſtory at Rowe, was not aſha-, 
medto aſſimilate the Aſſaſſination by this Clemens, with the myſtc-| 
ries ofthe Incarnation and ReſurreQion, and the aQts of Fudeth and 
Eleazar ; the King was (lain the farſt of Augaf, this ſpeech was ſpo- 
ken the eleventh of September , and printed at Pars about two Mo- 
neths after. 
| The Third Fa& is the attempt of Fohn Chaſtet on Henry the 
Fourth of France, for whom the aforeſaid Author Fran,Yers.Con- 
{t ant. has written a particular Apology ; And at the Arraigument 
the ſaid Foh n ChaſtelJohn Guignard was allo arreſted,and upon evi- 
dence under his own hand, Thar he approved of the murther of Hen- 
ry the Third, and perſwaded the murther of Fenry the Fourth, he 
was alſo executed. And yet this Guignard with Marianas and his 
16.anpbbh, - works is highly extolled by Clarns Bonarſens, or Carolus Scribanss 
| Honor 35, C. 13 [ which you pleaſe, | 

A Fourth Fa&is the horrid Powder Treaſon Anno 1605, which 
Garnet confeſſed he knew and concealed, and withall ſaid, 1: was 19 
be reckoned among thoſe works which were nottobe commended till dont, 
[n defence of this Garnet,has Andreas Eudemon, Foanxes Cydonins 
written largely, andconfefſerh, That nor long before the diſcovery: 
of the Plor in his publick prayers — Moner omnes,qui ad ſolennem Ec- 
cleſie catum convenerant, ut obnixt orent Deum profelici ſucceſſu gra- 
viſime cujuſdem rei, in cauſa Catholicorum ſub initium Comitiorum: 
He admoniſhes all that came to the ſolemn Aflembly ofthe Church 
Thar they ſhould earneſtly pray to God for the happy ſucceſs of 
_ {certain weighty marrer concerning the Catholicks about the begin- 
ning 
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ning of che Parliament. And in ſeveral places-it juſtifies "this tm- 
heard-of praQtice in many other parriculars 4 the work it (lf being 
approv'd by the General of the Order of the Jeſaits , and 6rhers of 
chat Society. And no wonder, fince *tis now by ſo many pens di- 
{perſed, that Heretical Princes (and whoſoever the Pope ſayes43 ſo, 
mult fo be taken how untrue ſocveriir be) ought not to be totera- 
ted : Thas Bellarmine,— Nop licere Chriſtianks tdllerart Regem beve- 
ticum,ſi ile conttur Subditos ad ſnam hereſin pertrahere -It is not law- 
ful for Chriſtians to indure an Heretical King, if he endeavours to 
perſwade his Subje&s to his Herefie. The like ſayes Parſons , and 
that he ought to be made away, —1dque ante prolatam Pape ſenten- 
tam, Before the publication of the Popes ſengence againſt him. 
Of che ſame ſutable Opinion is Emansel Sa iy Aphoriſmi Conftſſar. 
is verbs Tyrannus, Suares de cenſuris diſput. 15.ſet#, 6, Bouther ds 
1#ſia abdicatione Henrici Terri lib, 3, and many others, Nay, this 
Garnet and his fellow Oldcorne are by the ſaid Belarmine for this gal- 
lant Enterpriſe ſtyled by the name of Martyrs ; yea , andfor ſuch, 
are pur in the Jeſuirs Catalogue of Martyrs printed at Rome, A 
glory we ſhall never envy you, to have your Martyrs multiplied 
by them we know for Traytrors, Now I would demand, Whe- 
ther or no the —_— Murtherers and Sicatiors with the crown 
of Martyrdome, be not in your {enſe ro make rhe aR meritori- 
OUs ? 

And for the matter of not keeping Faith wich them , I ſhall nor 
need examples, the World is every where ſo full, How many Em- 
perors, Kings, and Princes has — (nor only for that which 
you call Herefic, but even upon diſpleaſure for flight matters and 
meer humane ends) depoſed? abſolving all their Subjes from rheir 
{worn obedience,giving their bodies as Slaves, and their goods as a 
prey to any that will cake them. We need go no further than our 
own Hemry the VIIL by the Bull of Paul the third, which yet 
wrought no other effe& bur heaping of ſcandal and ſcorn onthe See 
of Rome. 


on of Gretzer ſpeak for all,--Tam timidi & trepidi non ſumus,ut aſſe- 
rere palam wereamur Romanum Pontificem, poſſe , ſi neceſſitas exigat, 
ſubditos Catholicos ſolvere Furaments Fidelttaris i Princeps Tyranniee 
illos rafter, weare not ſo rimerous and cowardly as that we ſhould 
fear publickly to aſſerr, that che Biſhop of Rome ( if neceffity pur 
him upon it) may and can abſolve any Carholick ſubjefts from their 
Oath of Allegiance, if their Prince (hall Tyrannically trear ther : 
So that it will be true enough , if once a ſentence brands them our 
for Hereticks, the ſworn Subje&s, much leſs others, need nor keep 
faich with them, Surely 'tis a rare gift his Holineſs has in making 


faithfull SubjeQs, he can againſt the Law of Nations, Nature and 
Religion, ſhake into Traytors and Rebells againſt cheir lawful 
: Soveraigne: 


Among many Vouchers of this Dodtine let the bold — | 


Knaves and Subje&s perjuc'd ; that even whole Kingdoms of 


De Pontif. Ro- 
mano. 5. 7. 


lap. 
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Soveraigne: As if he would moralize A@«ons Fable, and turn 
the wild Hounds looſe to rend and rear their Maſter; and 


| prove againſt Saint. Paw, That there are Powers not ordained of 


Father Emond gives it us in right down words, and would make 


|us believe , That 0 man, how potent ſoever he be, cancomratt with 


an Infidel , or one that bath revolted from his Conſcience, Andafter 


{this he perſwades the Prince that has Heretick Subje&s, to de- 
[troy them, evenagainſt his own Edids which granted them li- 
|berty, ſaying, Though a man has committed one fault againſt bis 


will, by the hardniſſe of the Times, yet there is no reaſen he ſhould 
commit two, | 

Nay, I have reaſonto think this violation of Faith with ſucl 
as youcall Hereticks, ro be the Tenet of your general Clergy. 
Did not the Couacil of Conſtance condemn Fob Hnus and Jerome 
of Pragne , contrary to that ſafe Condut that was given 
them > And the like would the Eccleſiaſticks have pur in praQtice 
againſt Luther at Wormes, if the Emperour would have given way 
tO it, and the Eleor Palatine had nor ſtoutly oppoſed it , ſay- 
ing, Thas it would be a thing that wenld brand the German Nam”, 
with the mark of perpetual Infamy: And expreſſing with dif- 
dain, That it was intollerable for the ſervice of Prieſts , that Ger- 
many ſhould draw upor; it ſelf the Infamy of Not keeping the publick |. 
Faith, 

But it is no marvel the Members ſhould be thus difſeaſcd , 
wheneven the Head is tainted. Paul the Fourth was ſworne at 
his EleRion to the Papacy to make but four Cardinals, which 
Oath he preſently broke , in open Confiſtory maintaining it as an 
Article of Faith, That the Fope cannot be bound, much leſs can 
bind bimſcif'; and 10 ſay otherwiſe was a manifeſt Hereſie : to con- 
tradiit which if any perſifted, he would cauſe the Inquiſition 10 pro 
ceed againſt them, A brave Merchant no doubr to deal with! 
In a We , faſtand looſe is tolerable; but in a Prelate , ſure to 
be abborr'd. If roarme the Subje& againſt the Prince, the Fa- 
ther againſt the Sonne, the Servant againſt the Maſter , and to 
violate Words, Promiſes, Oaths ; voluntarily, deliberately , ju- 
ridically taken, )which are the ſacred Sanfions of all mundane 
Commerce) - be to purſue the benedifion and Legacy of our bleſſed 
Saviour, Peace ; then Sir, is your Religion right, and I will think 
no more of raking it for Prophelie, Te rake roo much wpon you ye 
Sons of Levi. 

Bur whence is this Power deriv'd > as I takeit 'tis pretended all 
from Chriſt as being his Vicar on Earth. Bur aſſuredly Chriſt ne- 
ver owned either Murther or Depoſition of lawful Monarks or 
diſpenſation of oaths lawfully taken, Nay, he refuſed not only 


to be a King , but ar all to be a ſecular Judge, and in plain and ma- 


nifeſt terms tellsus, his Kingdome 1s not of this World, 1 read that 
he 
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he commanded St, Peter not touſe his Sword ; but never that he 
gave him any temporal one. That which he had he bids him pur 
up, with a menace if he does uſe it, and a reaſon why he did not 
need it, If he had done but halfas much as the Pope, the Tews had 
not been cozened, for he had then reſtor'd the Kingdom to 1ſrael 
St. Peter indeed commands us, 20 be ſubject to every Ordinance of | , pe... ,. 
Man for the Lords ſake : butwithall to Kings as Supreme, Andeven 
in reaſon, that which does include muſt needs be the major. Now 
the Church ſubſiſteth in the Common-wealth. For although} 
they be ſonearly link'd , as for the moſt part they flouriſh and fall 
rogether z yet 'tis Jr there may be a State without a Church, 
but not the face of a Church withoue a Civil State. Shall the} 
Eternal Son of God acknowledge a Power from God, even in a 
Heathen Magiftrate , and under,that under one, ſubmit himſelf to 
the Ignomintous death ofthe Croſs > And now a thing of frailry 
and of errors, which ne're had name in Sacred Scriprure.muſt inſult 
it over Crowns and Monarchs, to which his Predeceffors ( who 
had as much Priviledge as he ) have been ſubmiſſive and obedient, 
Shall the Papacy , which (had it not been for the bounty of Em- 
perours and other Princes) had not at this day been Maſter of 
one foot of habitable Earth , now life it ſelf to ruine thoſe that | 
rais'd the See? This is to play the Serpent in the Fable, co ſting 
. - 4qrhe boſomthatgave it warmth and life, Remarkable is the ac- 
knowledgment of Reds/ph Duke of Swevis, who inſtigated by 
Gregory the VII. (the firſt Author'of this proud Uſurpation over 
Kings) totake up Arms againſt Henry the IV. in a Battle a- 
zainlt him received a wound on his right hand , whereof he 
dyed. 

"His complaint to his Friends was this. — To# ſee how my right-\ Hermoldus 
hand is wounded. It is the Hand whereby 1 ſwore to Henry my Lord ng | 
and Maſter, that I would never annoy him, But the Popes Com- 
mands brought mt 10 this, to breck my Oath, -Let them who 
have incited us ſo to do, conſider in what manner they urged us , for 
fear left we be brought #0 Eternal Damnation, | 

The Troop of unconfutable Writers againſt the Baſtard Pre-| 
rogative of the See of Rome over Kings, and the Abſolution from 
Oaths ſolemnly taken before God and the World is ſo great , 
and the Argumentsagainſtit ſo prevalent, that I will ſay no more, 
but conclude all with the words of a Biſhop of Pars in a Caſe 
a-kin to this; Who when Boniface the VIII. had excommuni- 
{cated Phillip the Fair, and challenged the Realm of France as a Be- 
nefice belonging to the Papacy , ſayes juſtly , That though the Joomer Tilue 
impudence f the Pope was wonderful to do it, yer he thaught rhe the | ©1048 1293. 
greater Fools that did diſpute the Buſineſs. 2.54 

Thus (Sir) you ſee I had reaſon enough to ſay what I did; 1 
do proteſt before God if I thought I had done your fide = 
Wrong , I would moſt willingly recant it, For Lhave ever _ 


1 
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[rours , 'tis neither in my power nor thoughts to help it: And 


lanother to them, which is to think them none. | 


it a Nobleneſs beſeeming the very beſt bravery of a Chriſtian, 
rather to ſubmit in a wrong even to publick acknowledgement , 
than by any Oratory , though never ſo potent, to maintain it: 
Bur my Conſcience and Reaſon tell me I have dealt fairly, And 
if you conſider the many other Enormities of Rowe, you muſt 
confeſs me modeſt , to rouch you with fo foft a hand. In part 
[ will follow your Counſell, for with Gods Grace, I reſoive to 
live and dye a true Chriſtian Catholick, But a Roman Catho- 
lick I underſtand no more than you would me, if I ſhould call 
a Council National, Oecumenical , or General , particular, | 
have writ this becauſe 1 would be Civill, and ſooner you ſhould 
have hadit, if Thad been ar leiſure, and had not deferr'd it 
in expeRation of your Book you mention to have ſent me , 
which yet I never met with, nor with your Letter till the time 
before ſpecified. The love which you profeſs my perſon 1 
(hall be ready to requite , which had taken me much more 
if the many miſtakes wherewith you ſlander me , had notthrown 
ſtain and ſcandal on your Charity. For your Hatred to my Er- 


lince you needs wiltcall them ſo, you muſt pardon me that I add 


If you have any other matter that may be Civil Commerce 
[ ſballnot be adverſe to your Lines. But for my Religian, 1 
believe my ſelf to be upon too- good grounds to be moved 
by your pen. And to argue more were fruitleſs, {ince even the 
means of Reconcilement your fide has taken away. For you 


| 


allow no Judge but the Pope, whom you cry. up for infallible , 
and beſides our denying that, we know by him we are already 
prejug'd. | | 
And does it not incline to partial, when you will admit no 
Judge but your own? Abate bur that, and the Policy and Intereſts 
of either ſide; the Cavils and the Niceties, the Obſtinacy and 
Peeviſhneſs of men, their ſtudy on either {ide rather to main- 
tain opinion and come of with Vicory, than to find out and ſub- 
mit to Truth 3 and then that mans opinion will not look fo hor- 
ridly monſtrous as ſome would have it deemed : That even a 


|Moderate, Learned Proteſtant may be very near to be both of 


Pious, Diſcreet, Moderate, Learned Papiſt, and a Pious, Diſcreet, 


ne Religion. I am ſure they have both the ſame Foundation ro 
|build upon, and both will own Chriſt and the Goſpels Heavenly 
Do&@rine. So that the Frailties of both, I hope upon Repentance 
and begging forgiveneſs may receive a pardon, and they in the 
end meet together as well as at firſt together they began. I am 
not convinc'd bur that both may be Gold, only one may have 
ſomething more of Allay, and fo be ſomething courſer than the 
other. Two Clocks may be made by one Workmans hand, and 


either of them ſometimes may go falſe 3 Yet I would not have them 
orOKke 
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[ſad that the Noble Duke hath been forced to abandon this vile Nation 
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broke becauſe they dilagree, each may be mended and go right at| 
laſt 3 bur their own ſpring and ſtring it is muſt guidethem, | 
I ſhall therefore take ir for a favour, it you pleaſe to let me injoy 
my Religion in Peace: Then (hall I ſo far go along with your 
wiſhes, as to pray for direQion in the right 3 making ir further my 
Petition to God, that he will vouchſafe ro build up his Church in 
Truth and Uaity, andto make us both ſo Members of it here, as we 
may avoid the Errors which exclude fromthat above, where 1 ſhall 
not deſpair but that you may be met --- by 


SIR, 


Tour Servant 


OwEN FELLTHAM, 
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X V IILT, 
To $. &. ©. 


tIR, 

A Frer this Week you may take your Repoſetill after the Term 
and you may rejoyce in't, When I come up, though you may 

have as much trouble, yet your Hand and Pen will have caſe, *Tis 


and World : Since he could not die when his Prince and Kindſman 
was martyred, it ſeems he was reſolved to vex Life with Sickneſs 
till he did dye 3 ſo that upon the matter he hath continued but a 


Jlonger Mourner, and would not live to ſee the Ruine of thoſe of 


the Kings Friends, who now are under purſuit, Every thing bath 
its end: And perhaps theſe Armatory Excurſions, thus ſuddenly 
ſeconded by Oyer and Terminer, may make way for the Eſcape of 
our Friend in the Tow'r, Peccadifio's are drowned in Capitals: 
When the Covie is let flye at, then all the Currs purſue the larger 
Quarry : A ſingle Bird may ſteal from out a Hedge unſeen. Nor 
hath the State any cauſe to be angry, that thus they are Alarum'd to 
Armes : When an InſurreRtion is once qua(h'd, the Initiators ought 
to be rewarded, not puniſhed ; they enrich the Commander, and 
are a kind of Fermentation that conduces very much to the projeion 
and Multiplication of Gold. And I commend your grave Citizens 
that are ſo wiſe, as never-to venture but where there is hope of gain. 


they ſcarce would ever have ventur'd at Chriſtianity, They woul 
have though it a kind of iwpolitick intereſt, to have ador'd a Cruci- 
fy'd God, It their Deity be Plzto, they will not be diſturbed ar any 


ſubterranean Region he ſhall chuſe, The Piſmire's never troubled at 
n So 


But I am confident ifthey had not taken their Religion ex n—_ 


LETTERS. 


che Change of his Land-lord fo he may keep bur his Mole- hill ill, 
and may hoard and breed in quiet. If the Tree givethe Swine ſhade, 
they will manure the root on't,and like the Bore and Beaſt whet their 
eusks, and harden their arttires at the ſtemon'r, that they miy there- 
with deſtroy his Enemies. But the beſt is, they have northe obſtinacy 
to dye Martyrs, ſo they may change when they have a mind to'r, and 
be as zealous to import, as they have been mad to export and expel. 
And then they will ſee that no condition is free from the Rotation of 
humanity, for I believe the Nation will be ſo good natur'd as they 
will not be wanting to commend and forgive, And though there can 
be nothing in me to incourage you to the firſt, yet I know you want 
not Charity to afford the latter to 


Tour ever Servant. 


XIX. 
To the Lady B.T. 


Alay it pleaſe you Mcodam, 
A $ good Wits out of ſlender Events do ſometimes Compile both 
Large and Excellent Stories 3 So (Madam) hath your Noble 
Opinion been pleas'd to deal with thoſe weak and inconſiderable ' th 
Propenfions that I find in my ſelfro your ſervice z if they have been 
Capable of any Value, 'tis only by the Impreſſion they have of your] 
acceptance. Whereby ( Madam) it will appear to the World, there 
ican hardly be any Merit in others, but ſuch as rakes riſe and being 
from the Luſtre of your own Creation. To the humble acknowledg- 
ment whereof, I confeſs no man can be more obliged than my ſelf 
ro your Ladyſhip, which ſhall not only make it my endeavour faith- 
fully to diſcharge whatever you ſhall think fit ro impoſe ; but to 
manifeſt that I hold your eſteem and Confidence of me to be an Ho-] 
nour of ſo great a Magnitude, that it muſt ever have a durance of 
gratitude in me equal with the well-being of (Madam) 


Tour moſt obedient and 


faithfal Servant, 


Quod 


| Quod in Sepulchrum volui. 


Poftquam vidiſſet rotantem Mundi, 
Imaq; ſummi ſupernatantia , 
Profpernm T yrio ſcelus imbutium, 
Dim Virtus ſordida ſquallet in Aula, 
Secnriq; cervicem prebmt : 
Injufta tamen Hominum 

In ju1ftiſſima dijponente Deo ; 
Dum Redux Caiar I ubila pellt, 
Gloriamg; Gents tollit 11 altum : 

T andem evadens T erre, 
Exmyias hic reliquit FELLTHAM., 


FIN I1S. 
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